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'djung "gwok 'dji dzi yau ping ‘dang. 'dzik "sei shap nin 'dji 'ging yim, 'sham 'dji yuk

daat "dou “tsi muk 'dik, 'bit 'seue wun ‘hei man “djung, kap ,luen hap “shai gaai

sheung ,yi piig ‘dang _doi ,ngo 'dji man dzuk, gung tung fan "dau.
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Yin dzci “gack -H,Eum sheung mei shing 'gung, faan ngo tung “dji, mou 'seue 'yi
“dziu yue \mo,,.&smv.mmz "gwok 'fong leuk, gin ‘gwok daai 'gong, 'saam man ‘djue yi,
“kap .m& 'yat “tsi tsuen gwok doi ‘biu daai wui 'suen yin, .mmm dzuk ,nou lik, ,yi kau
“gun “chit. "dzeuc gan ‘djue 'djeung 'hoi ‘gwok man wui ,yi, kap “fai cheue 'bat ping
‘dang tin -%.m&f yau 'seue 'yue “dzeue ‘duen kei 'gaan, 'tsuk kei shat yin, shi ‘so -&_.,

'djuk.
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The tones which actually exist nowadays are nine and may be
represented by the following musical scale with their proper
tone marks:

Upper ’ Lower Up. I.\Lidd‘.e| Low.

level rising | going | level | rising |going entering
. . * 1] [
SN e T e Py
L B eSS
Tonemarks T ‘/X -X 'x # /X X IX -X =X
No.JA1‘13‘5l2}4.,6J789

The tunes may be transposed into higher or lower keys to
suit the voice of the individual. )

The so-called entering tones are not really special tones at all,
their musical values being identical with those tones known as
upper level, upper going and lower going, respectively. But there
is a real difference, namely, that characters classified under the
entering tonss always end in p, t or K, while characters of the other
six tones eud in sounds other than p, ¢, k

In this syllabary the characters having the same sound, that
is, the same initial and the same final,are again subdivided accord-
ing to their differences in tones to be designated by the tone marks
in the order as above.

Other tones which exist in the colloguial speech.only are not
recorded in this syllabary except in a very few cases.

S. L. WONG.
Lingnan University, .Canton, 1938.

8 B g

&



-

L1

friction in these syllables is continued during
the vowel, so that it is difficult to Sé.y
whether the syllables really consist of two
sounds or one. ji, jy might equally well be
written simply i, y with the convention that
the vowels are in these cases accompanied by
considerable friction.

iew] This combination is the same as the English '
sound of gu in language with the voice of g
_eliminated.

[w*] This is simply the aspirated variety of the

preceding, as qu in guestion,
{s,, dz,, ts°,] These are duplicates of s, dz and {s respectively,
-and are pronounced exactly the same. Chinese
characters pronounced in Mandarin with the
retroflex or ‘cacuminal consonants [s, 4z, tg]
are to be designated in this syllabary by
these duplicates. _
* These consonants convenientiy termed as initials are arranged
in the order of the Latin alphabet as follows:
bddz (dz,) fggwhjkkwlmnyg
psfs,) tts(ts,) w
Chinese characters that end in the same final are subdivided
according to these initials in the order as above.

VII. ‘Tones

The make-up of a Chinese syllable is determined not only by
an initial and a final, but also by a kind of musical pitch which we
call the tone. The classical tones of the Chinese language are four
in number, namely 7 (p‘in), I (,scen), % (Theey) and A (_jep), or
the level, the rising, the going and the entering respectively. These
four tones are subdivided into the upper and lower series, making
eight tones altogether. These classical terms no longer indicate
the musical values of the tones in actual existence, but they should
be remembered by any one whose interest has been directed to the -
study of this dialect.



L)

(ts]

[1, m, n}

[n]

i, 5, i)

[w]

0

sounds must not be mixed with the unaspirat-
ed final p, t, k as described previously under
Sylables in thc Entering Tones, Used in-
itially, they are always accompanied by
aspiration.

This digraph is a blade-alveolar afiricative

pronounced without voice and aspiration. Eng--

lish speaking people may find it 'hard to
devocalize the z, but try to whisper thé word
adze, drop a and keep dz which is near enough
to the Cantonese [dz]. Generaily it resembles a
sound intermediate between the sound of dz in
adze and j in judge, with all voice eliminated.
This digraph is the aspirated fellow of {dz].
The aspiration for [ts] is as distinct as for [t¢],
and bears a certain resemblance to the English
sound of ¢h in chin.

As in English. M and n are used either
initially or finally.

The English sound of ng in singer (sigs). It
is used either initially or finally.

As in English. Generally the s is not very
sharp. It varies between English s in se¢ and
sh in she.

Generally as in English. In-the group wu it
is however pronounced with considerable friction;
this friction is continued during the vowel u,
so that it is difficult to say whether the sylla-
ble really consists of two sounds or one; the
syllable might equally well be written simply
u with the convention that the vowel is in this
case aiccompanied by considerable friction.
Generally the English sound of y in yet,
Pronounced, however, with considerable friction
in the syllables ji, jy. Asin the case of wu the

oo dr.

g‘

4
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1IV. . Classification of the Characters in this Syllabary .

I have followed in this syllabary the conventional classification

of Chinese characters ‘secording o Finals, Characters that end in-
the same Final are grouped together.

Inside the front cover is found the Table of Finals, their order

in the syllabary being designated by a number.
V. Syllables In the Entering Toncs

A syllable ending in p, t or k are extremely short and are said
to be in the entering tones (See Tones). These finals p, t, k differ
from English finals p, t and k in that the former have no audible
release, i. e., no aspiration. But compare the p t k in the English
words apt, hatpin and actor (aktor) respectively. No audible glide
between p and t, t and p, and c (k) and t in the respective words is
discernible.* :

VI. Consonants—Initials

{b. 4, 2] These plosives are pronounced without voice
» and aspiration (see next paragraph) and are
similar to the p ¢ k in French pas, s, cas
respectively. In other words the voice of the
following vowel begins at the instant of the
explosion of the consonant. The sign of
devocalization may be omitted in practical
script. - These consonants strike an English
ear as rather similar to the voiced b, d, g.

They are used as initial consonants only.

o, U, K] As in the normal Southern English pronun-
ciation of pin, fen, come (kome), that is,
pronounced with distinet aspiration. (Aspir-
ation may be described as the insertion of a
slight puff of breath, or h sound, between the
explosion of the consonant and the beginning
of the vowel). The sign of aspiration may be
omitted in practical script. These aspirated

* Noél-Armfield: General Phonetics, P. 65,



HI. Finals

A Chinese syllable is usually ‘divided into two principal parts
—the initial and the final. By initial is meant the consonant which
begins the syllable, and by final, the rime which ends the syllable.

Tinals are of five kinds:

1. A principal vowel. (7}

2. A principal vowel followed by i, uory
—diphthongs. (10)

3. A principal vowel followed by a nasal
consonant m, n, or 1. (17)

4. A principal vowel followed by a plosive
p,tork, an

5. Nasal m or p when fully voiced may be
an independent final. (2)

There are altogether 53 finals in the Cantonese dialect as

tabulated below:

Principal . Compound
a v e € i o sjeejufyl!ls finals
. vowel ] ending in
1 —l}= & i 2 }le |u jy —_ — 7
ai |ei | ei 9 ui i — 5.
— = —
2 { au |eu i | ou u — 4
ey y — 1
am | em im m m — 4
3 {an en in’ on {cen | un | yn n — 7
JRa S . _
12D ey ey | iy °p leep [ uy ] 5 — 8
ap jep ip p — 3
t et it ot |t |ut |yt t — 7
4 a I Ot Yy
ak |ek ek {.ik ok ek | uk k — 7
8 I 3 8 1 6] 6 , 6 } 3 2 53

Other combinations (e. g. cu) not found in this table are not
permissible in the best usage of the dialect. -

$ 2 g oS
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[u]

Similar t6 the English sound of u in rude. Before k
and p it tends towards [o], and is short as oo in book and
the German n in jung,

. These vowels except [e] and [o] may be followed by the
consonants [m, n, 5; or p, t, kJ.
II, Diphthongs
The following diphthongs occur in Cantonese.

a..  Diphthongs ending in {i:

fei]
[at]

{ui]

fol]
[uf]

o

(in]

fau]
[eu]

fou]

Similar to the soumd of ei in sleigh, or long a in day.
Similar to the sound of English long 1 as the pronoun
1, with the mouth wide open for the first element [a].
Similar to the German ai with the tongue. in its
neutral position. Compare the sound of 1 in such
words as like, bite, tight.

Similar to the sound of oy in boy.

As heard in the German interjection Pfui! Try to
pronounce weo ye with more emphasis on woo.

Diphthongs ending in [u]:

Similar to the sound of English long u as the pronoun
you. Try to pronounce ye woo with more emphasis

i A

Slmxlar to the sound of ow in Aow, with the mouth
wide open for the first_element [a].

Similar to the German au, with the tongue in 1ts
neutral position. Compare the sound of ou in out,
about.

Similar to the sound of ou in though, or long o in go.

¢.  Diphthongs ending in [y]:

(37

No English equivalent. Try to pronounce the French
word el with lp-rounding all through and more lip-
rounding as the sound ends.

These diphthongs may not be followed by any consonant, as -
the principal vowel is already followed by i, u or y.



EXPLANATION OF PHONETIC SYMBOLS*

The following is a list ‘of the phonetic symbolg used in this

syllabary with their values.

1. Vowels

i

[y]

e]

[o]
[o]

Resembles the En.gli:h sound of 1 in machine, with the

Luuguc ayyu.uu;u.b;y :-nl—rqnfnrl tow, nrt‘: the "ml\’f‘d ” nn%l-

tion. Before k and it becomes short.ds in English
pick and sing.
This is i with lip-rounding added. It is very similar

to the German sound of ii in ﬂmf ‘or the French u

in fu.

Occurs chiefly in the diphthong [ei]. This diphthong is
about the same as that heard in the Southern English
pronunciation of day. (See Diphthongs).

The sound of French & in méme. It is also similar to

‘the sound of e in there.

This sound is obtained by pronouncing [e] with lip-
rounding. It is the French eu in nexf. The sound of erf
in her may be chosen for comparison. When followed
by [n] it is generally rather long.

Similar to the sound of a in cabn. Tt is an open vowel .

and always long.

It is similar to the sound of the English short u in bu,
duck, cup. It is a neutral mixed. vowel previously
considered a short variety of [a]. It is always followed
by one of the consonants m, n, 1, p, t, k, (see Finals); or
by i or u, (See Diphthongs).

Similar to the sound of o in port, or aw in saw.

Occurs chiefly in the diphthong [ou]. This diphthong
is much the same as that heard in the Southern English
pronunciatiozi of go. (See Diphthongs).

* Professor Jones’s exposition is so clear and exact that I find it necessary to
follow mdst of his descriptions. Some passagés are copied verbatim.
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Of the vowels no change has been made except in one case,’

* viz,, the substitution of [a] for Jones's long [a:] and [e] for his

short [a). These two sounds [a, €] differ not only in length, but
also in quality, as any speaker of the dialect will testify.

With all these helpful hints and suggestions the author of this
syllabary is enabled to classify 10,000 characters in the form
presented here.  This syllabary is prepared mainly tfor the use of
students whose purpose is to read Chinese literature in the Canton-
ese dialect. Emphasis is therefore placed on the readlng pronun-
ciation of the Chinese characters (that is the written language)
rather than on the unwritten colloquial,



A Chinese Syllabary Pronounced According
‘to the Cantonese Dialect

INTRODUCTION

In spite of the multifarious varieties of the Chinese language
which exist in Kwangtung and Kwangsi provinces; there has
prevailed one dialect which clearly commands the respect of thirty
million people over an area of one million square /s, This is the
dialect of the city of Canton. .

* Thirty years ago foreign students still argued over the question
of standard Cantonese. Gendhr, who reprinted in 1910 Eitel's
Chinese-English Dictionary in the Cantonese Dialect, refused to
consider Dyer Ball’s criticisms on Eitel’s orthography (Cantonese
Made Easy, 3rd ed., 1883).

Nowadays with sufficient data concerning the dialect on the
bock shelf, it is hardly excusable to bring up the old .question again.
Any one who has been in contact with the people here for some
timac should be able fo tell the difference between the standard
dialect and the many patois of it.

Among many of the valuable works which treat of the subject,
I would like especially to recommend Daniel Jones and K. T,
Woo’s excellent book, A Cantonese Phonetic Reader {i5i2) in
whick the International Phonetic System of transcription is used.

The application of this system in the transcription of the
Chinese language was in its trial stage when the book was written.
Later, the Chinese eminent phoneticist, Dr. Y. R. Chao (one time
professor of Chinese in Harvard University) found that the
International Phonetic Symbols would be better adapted to the
transcription of Chinese sounds if some modifications could be
made. In his A Phonograph Course in the Chinese National
Language, he introduced the unaspirated plosives [b d §] (with
a sign of devocalization}in place of the unaspirated p, t, k. Profes-
sor Jones himself also thought of using p, t, 1s, k for the aspirated
sounds and b, d, dz, g for the unaspirated (Introduction vii),
which I think is justifiable for practical purposes.
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{The Chinese Characters in
Finals in the following order designated by a*number):

FINALS

£
this Syllabary are classified according to

Sy e

(a - e-l19) e @2 i o- Lsn o 187 e [43) u 49) y
(2) ai 1(10) i | (18) ei .u-, si {44) ui -
(3) au [(11) wu (23) in {(30) ou -
(38) ey Yy
(4) am[(12) em (24) im (52) m -m
(5) an [(13) en (23) in {33) on [(39) ®n (45) un (50) yn -n
(6) ap [(14) ep (20} €9 {(26) ip (34) op [(40) n/(46) up (53) » -
(7) ap [(15) =p : (27) ip P
(8) at |(16) et (28) it (35) ot [(41) cet/(47) ut [(51) yt -t
{9) ak {(17) =k (21) £%](29) ik (36) ok |(48) ce}l(48) uk X
"INITIALS

(Characters ending in the same Final are subdivided according to

Initials in the following order):

l b d 2 (dza) £ g &w Kk
' j kO kwt 1 m n ) pt
.Ls ()t s (159w l

TONE MARKS

<4
(Characters having the same Initial and Final are subdivided

according to Tones in the following order):

H & G ]e @ e M e 9
x /x =X VX /X = x  -x -X
e e ~—— —— Ne—— ———
Upper Series Lower Series (Entering Tones)
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