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Female is Impregnated 5 and the fame may be applied
to other Creatures. Thefe are all the Obfervauons I
fhall trouble you with at prefent, and remain,

Sir,
Yours to ferve yow,

Anthony van Leeuwenhock.

NI A Letter from Mr Ra'ph Thoresby, F. ®. S.
to Dr. Hans Sloane, ®.S. Secr. Giving an Ac-
count of a Lunar Rain-Bow [een in Darbyfhire,
and of a Storm of Thunder and Lightning which
bhappened near Leedes in Yorkfhire.

Honoured Sir,

B E Iris Lunaris being fo rarely feen, that the

~ Ingenious Dr Plotr tells us (Nat  Hift. of Oxf.
cap. 1. §. 7.) that feveral Learned ond Obferving Mcn
never faw one i their Lives, and that even driflotle
himfelf obferv’d but two in above so Years; the en-
fuing Account, which I had from a Gentleman of great
Veracity and Ingenuiry, will be the more acceptable.
He is now in this Town, but was lately in Durbyfbire,
where, upon Chriflmas \alt, he was at Glapwell Hall s
and walking towards Patterton-Green, about Eight in
the Evening, he obfervid with great Saustaction the
Bow, whichthe Moon had fixed inthe Clouds : She had
¢hen pafs'd her Full about 24 Heurss the Eveningbhad
ecn
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been rainy, but the Clouds were difpers’d, and the
Moon fhin’d pretty clear. This Iris was more remarka-
bie than that which Dr. Plot obfirv’d at Oxford, the 234
of November 1675. that being only of a white Colour,
but this bad all the Colours of the Jris Solaris, cxceed-
ing pleafant, ditin&, and grateful to look upon; only
faint, comparatively to thofe we fee in the Day ; as
mult ceceflarily follow, both from the different Beams
that caufe it, and the difpofiiion of the Medium. Whac
puzled him the molt, he {aid, was the largenefs of the
Arc, which was not fo much lefs than chat of the Sun,
as the different Dimenfions of their Bodies, and their
refpc&ive diftances trom the Earth, {eem to require: Burc
as to its entirenefs, and beauty of its Colour, 1t was ad-
mirable and furprizing. It continued about ten Minutes,
before the Interpofition of a Cloud hindred his further
Obfervation. This from my Darbyfbire Friend.

The beginning of the fame Month had been remar-
kable here in Yorkfhire, for fuch Thunder and Lighe-
nings, as are not common here at that time of the year;
particularly the Evening of the 5th Day, and the Morn-
ing of that Day Sevennight s when Job# Sainor of Bram-
ham, Gardner, and two Women, defigning early for this
Market, were {o furioufly encountred, that the Females
took up at the firft Houfe they came at; but he proceed-
ed on his Journey, tho’ the Lightning was fo fevere, as
he was riding over Brambam-Moor, that he thought his
Hair had been burnt, and Face {corch'd, at one Flalh;
which being more {evere than the reft, did actually
fet on Fire the Stick he had in his Hand, as he was
ready to depofe upon Oath betore Fohn Dodgfor Efqs
Mayor of Leedes, who prefented me with the iaid
Hazel Rod which the Gardner had given him: It yet
retains part of the blacknefs, tho’ the Man had beat
off much of the end of the Rod (little minding it
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as a Curiofity) by forcing the Horfe forward, to get the
focner out of the fiery Incalefcence. I am,

Siry
Leedes, Jan.
20. 1710-11. Your moft bumble Servins,

Boarpy TrooORrRESBY.

IV. _Aunother Letter from Mr. Ralph Thoresby,
F.R.S. to Dr. Hans Sloane, ®. S. Secr. Giving
an Account of a Meteor, which was feen i
Yorkfhire, and other Neighbouring Countries,

upon May 18. 1710,

Hononred Sir,

OU would think me remifs, if you thould heir

trom any other hand, that a flaming Sword (as

¢was c2ll'd) was brandi(h’d over this Town on Holy
Thurfday 1alt (one ot the garg 8agar or Ambaurvailia,
when the Inbabitants had been perambulating a neigh-
bouring Mannor;) and yet I thought it not worth your
Notice, looking upon it only as a hot, and dry, {ulphu-
rous Exhalation, the natural effe& of fo great a drough::
But having fince been with fome who faw it, not only
in the neighbouring Towns, but a great way Noith,
as others did above so Miles South of this place, I
thiok it not amifs to acquaint you therewith, and to
enquire whether any fuch Meteor was in your Parts. It
appeared here at a quarter paft Ten at Night, and tock
its



