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Who am I?





1. 
Introduction



Wikisource – a 
poor relative?

John Leech, „Scrooges third visit”, 1843, PD



Initial name:
Sourceberg

Repository 
of source texts

„free library”

Wikisource in a nutshell (1)



Wikisource in a nutshell (1)



 „preserving important 
works”

multilingual smaller language 
communities

Wikisource in a nutshell (2)



own works
acceptable (*)

high fidelity reliability

Wikisource in a nutshell (3)



main namespaceindexes pages

Other units of work!

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Indeks:Quo_vadis_(Henryk_Sienkiewicz)
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Strona:PL_Henryk_Sienkiewicz-Quo_vadis_t.1_076.jpeg

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Quo_vadis

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Indeks:Quo_vadis_(Henryk_Sienkiewicz)
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Quo_vadis


Index

Source: https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Indeks:Quo_vadis_(Henryk_Sienkiewicz)



page

Source: https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Strona:PL_Henryk_Sienkiewicz-Quo_vadis_t.1_177.jpeg



final
effect

Source: https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Quo_vadis



2. 
Polish Wikisource



3rd place 
among all!

Source: https://tools.wmflabs.org/phetools/statistics.php



Who can we count 
on?

adminsactive users 
per month

so many pages 
up there!

1362 ~740 000

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Specjalna:Statystyka

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Specjalna:Statystyka


THE 
page

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wikiźródła:Wikiprojekt_Proofread



So… who uses the Polish 
Wikisource?



The demand is being monitored

The demand grows thanks to mobile 
book readers

Free competition – like wolnelektury.pl

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Statystyki_pobra%C5%84_e-
book%C3%B3w

Wikisource and the competitors



And some editors 
just come for 
fresh air!



3. 
History 

that made it happen



Library of random texts; low quality content
Preserve documents needed for Wiki articles

Random stuff

We stood out from the „crowd”
Game changer: Proofread

04

02

01

03
Emerged to commemorate important anniversaries

First Wikiprojects

We do not rewrite for Wiki itself!!!

Game changer: WSExport

The advent of PL Wikisource



1823 validated 

2727 books
available



4. 
What worked well, 

then?



Low tolerance towards 
„rogue” editors

Adapted project-like 
approach

Clear and simple rules

The community managed it…



Only a few with high 
complexity

Low entry threshold
Fine-grained tasks

Easy start

Layout-oriented markup



Tips&tricks for more 
difficult tasks

Welcoming new users
Clear first steps tutorial

Easy start (cont.)

Influx from outside Wiki 
too!

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Zas
ady_Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3de%C5%82
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Pie
rwsze_kroki
i

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Zasady_Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3de%C5%82
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Zasady_Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3de%C5%82
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Pierwsze_kroki
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Wiki%C5%BAr%C3%B3d%C5%82a:Pierwsze_kroki


Many techies

Clean or perfect
Beautiful books

Contribute the way you can!

State-of-the-art printed 
book!

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Pastorałki_(Czyżewski,_1925)/całość

https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Pastora%C5%82ki_(Czy%C5%BCewski,_1925)/ca%C5%82o%C5%9B%C4%87


5. 
What does not work?



Focus on plain text

Growing number of 
unfinished projects

and why we decided to 
accept it?

Project status



License issues (dual 
licensing: US + PL)

Very large or old books
(still) low recognition

Other challenges



6. Outlook



Percentage of completed 
indexes remains stable

Clear rules = good 
community health
Meet-ups contribute to 
ownership

Mature and stable project

https://tools.wmflabs.org/phetools/graphs/Wikisource_-_pages_pl.pn
g

https://tools.wmflabs.org/phetools/graphs/Wikisource_-_pages_pl.png
https://tools.wmflabs.org/phetools/graphs/Wikisource_-_pages_pl.png


Attracting occasional 
contributors

Proofread of legacy pages
Increased role in Wiki 
ecosystem

Nearest future

Only free-licensed content!



*.wiki*.org/wiki/User:Bonvol
Fb:  ldobrowolski

Telegram: leszekd

@leinthecities

Question? Discussion?

Thanks!



How can your 
community profit from 

PL.WS experience?



This presentation used the following typographies and colors:

Colors used:

Free Fonts used:

https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/libre-franklin

Presentation Design

Presentation template (CC-BY-SA 4.0):

https://powerpointify.com/malachite-free-powerpoint-template/

Using free photographs by pixabay.com and unsplash.com

https://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/libre-franklin
https://www.pexels.com/
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