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The Gardand of Ashoka-Flower.
The Lord Of Truth.
How long, how long, shall we, O Lord of

Truth,
Thus strugele with the Falwe iv-fields of
strife o

War, Pestilence and Famine, all are rife |
Poor Perce las fled r Girim Burutn uncouth,
Yells wila v And t\mnt Inl\lmud bedt.s his
wife,
And she-wolf monstrous \nfe ah, lo, fir hits
tooth
And nail, with her mock lordr Hark ¢
shricks poor Ruth |
Al me? abhme v Is this blest human life ¢
Oh e pmev ol eome | O Sun of Suns in
dazzling white
Aud rout tiitx Demon Darkness Uh we

wait,
A~d ery * Fair Day will dawn; "Tis not too
Iate ;
Though starless i the Sky , and cold the
Night,”

Like morning-clouds, Hepe streaks the

Eastcrn sky :
Is Day not nigh ¢ Rise, rise, O b\gn on luo'h !
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The Garland of Ashoka-Flower,

The Ideal Scholar.

() thou Inearnate Learnive 1t Qcean vast
Of Knowledge deep ;—-untathomn’d and

profound j

Where smiling pearls amd blushful gems
wbound ¢

O present echo of the Voice of Past,
That thrill'd the Court of Vikram | O thou
Last
Of Poets, last of sages—all around

We hear but babbles 'midst thy trumpet-
Sound

We see but dwarfs, where'er our eves we
| cast |
'Mi Ist huts an 1 hovels thou the only tower,

'Midst plains and meadows thou the only
mount,

'Midst dried-up blossoms thou the only flower,
'Midst dried-up rivers thou the only fount,—
"Twas all a Winter drear of mists and eold

But thou hast come with Sprine, O Cuckoo

*bold {
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The Garland of Ashoka-Flower.

His Holliness Sri Sankaracharya.

O Lord of Wisdona | Thou of wond'rous
might,

That layest prostrate at thy Holy Feet
The Demon of Desiret O Captain, dight
In shining steel of Yogas, —weapons meet.
For such a crusade grand 1—Thy trumpet

sweet
Ilas loudly called to arms, to ficld and fight,
Unnnmbered Yogis boid ;— O vietor, bright
1s thy ¢old-throne of Truthi—injestic

seat |

Lo ¢ Sorceress Ulusion, yowler (les
At sight of Thee ; her maddning charms,
her spell,
Less potent, sure; than thive --Thy magic
cell
Is thy pure sunny heart whence ever rise
Heavenwards sweet wreaths of hymns j—
yea, more intense
Than earthly myrrlr —Oh what a wild incense !
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The Garland of Ashoka Fiowcer.
The Lord Mahammad the Prophet.

The parrot cannot learn its lore | They
pluce

A looking-glass before it, and hehind

The hidden teachers stands | His voiee, his
face,

‘[‘he parrot kens not ;--his own parrot--kind
He sees reflected in the migror, and his mind
lejoices, and he mimicks from the base

Of his heart's core 1—His plumage, spread in
' grace,
He dances 1 Ah sach joy is hard 1) find o
O holy Prophet great + the Lord 15 wise ;
He scnt thee Liere, ev’n such & mirror

bri rhs |

We dance t) see our image ! What a sisht |
The Great Magiclan swilet’ in disyuise §
[ ecstasy we dance like parrot-kind ;
We learn the lore He teaches from behind |
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The (F erl-on'l of Asholv-Flowes,

Tha Lord Of the Sri Krishna Hall.

"T'is hallow’d Hall y—Lord, mn this Hall of

Thine,
Thy infant Boakttas blow loud conches of

, pralse ;
They burn sweet myrrh of hymms and ;
' raptrous lays,
The fumes whercof in wreaths wing hieh
Wlth wine

()’er-brimned, Vine- fmutq of Keertan,
nectar e,

They place betore Thy ieet Divine 1 Here

blaze
Acxiow, Heart-candles, camphor-hearts !
| Souls gaze
At Thee, O Sral of Souls 1 What glorious
shrine )
Oh. let me be, like them, a lovely ehild ;
Pure, mild, and vet so joyous 1 May my

heart,
Like theirs, u~fol 1 its potals—all its part—
Fien ke a full blow: musk rose of the wild 1
Al et my soul, a colden conser, swing,
While silver-bells of Krishaa Keertans ring

y¢ ®
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The Garland of . Likoia-Ilower.

The Lord Shree Krishna of The Shree
Krishna Hall

O, Krishna, Krishna ! vou Kadamba-tree,
Beneath whose green, green houghs, oh,
flute in hand,
Thou standest, lo, 1s thrilled with ecstasy,
And filled with flowers, ere slow Time 1n

the band

Has poured his July-showerst What
lovely land

Of jov-lulPd, buxom eows, that on the lea
4 . - .
Stand mute, like pretures of a gullery,
Sweet—touched, Maziciau, by they Magic
wand |
Ah. hopy, happy ecwst they lap and hiek
Thy sweet, nectareous Totus-io :t—(Su-. Kiss'd
Was ne'er sun-flower so heppy 1 }—soon,
they hst
To Thy soul stealing flute t Ah, nectar,
sick,
They know not whizh is sweeter, e or
Feet ¢
[ gaz: ;—I siuk, like ke, in Bliss Com-
plete
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The Garland of Ashoka-Flower.

The Lord Ram Chandra. -

O Thou Ideal Herot It doth seem,
Thy prowess, like the thunder from the blue,
Pierced all the heads of Ravan and his crew,

And all their deinon-pomp, like Night's
dark dream

At poep of snn—hsum, flad 1 So Thou art,
' Theme

Of mighty poers, seers an | pronhets, who

Have suny in deathless verse Thy Valour
- true |

They saw the God in Thee,0 Do-zer supreme
I pray Theo, tell me, ATiv 4y Jistort say,

Whero now are 2ll th -~ i s, thunders,
fire ¢

Look, Lnok | ha:«. ! 998
L-aITay,,

With passions six, ~ >+ A9 |

My soul—{hy 3.« - 2
come
The monsters yeil, ual . i ther
\ drum §
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The Garland of Ashoka-Flower

God, The Fountain of Beauty.

() dream of Beauty, toll me, what Thou art |
Art Painting fuir 9 Thy potent, pencils’
powers,

Thus doftly limn the rainbows and the
flowers ¢

Art Thou swect Musie, stealing in the heart,

Joy—thrilling i, hy mazis of Thy at 9

Art Thou sweet Seulpture, earvine in Tly
how ers,

Fair woman's forins 9 Dast give har price-
ie~s dowers

Of blushfnl smiles, adjusting all her part 9
O Mastor Grand, 'Uhy cuoning who cun
know ¢

Art Thou swent pocsy % I'n mearured c]ime,

With vital spirit, matter dost Thou riyme 9

How swest and yob with huniazy tionghts
n.glnw '

Art Bewuty's Fountain Fair 9 Do bu.bling
rise

Gems, pearls and rubics ¢ What a-sweet
SUrPIrise |
" 4
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The Garlend of Ashoka-Flower.

The God Of Universal Love

With smiling roses, lovely jesmines sweet,
O Krishna, I have come | With eiger hand,
I light the lamp 1 An eager pilerim band,
Of holy thoughts, stand at Thy erimson
feet 1
My lips devout, with joyous iymns do greet
Thee, Lord 1 All earth-born thoughts, like
shells on sand,
As when the sea—waves rush to the land,
Are swept away, (Oh joy of joys 1) complete,
By flood-licht of Thy Presence(Blessed hour),
Thus let me be a -aptive, ever more,
Wiihin Thy Heart,like hee drunk to the core
Imprison’d midst the peta’s of a flower ¢
Cr eaged In grove of green leaves, like a dove
All day, all night, sweet-coving tales of love,
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The Garlind of Ashoka- Flower.,

The Beacon—Light.

TIdeal Man of action 1 Thou art Tone,

But still thy spirit loats, all hitter woes
Beguiling ) As when dies the summer-rose !
Its joy-inspiring odour lingers on

In liquid-essence 1 Oh thy soul had sho-e
Like Orb of Duy and set 1 That sunset grows
Yet bright, like the sunset fair that glows

In poet’s verses—an immortal dawn !

Smile on, O Moon, through curtain’s of the

sky ;
Though‘ durk the night, yet lovely is thy
smile !

Be Thou our JT.ode-Star Bright 1 Though
storm 1s nigh,

We vet shall safely sail to you Blest Isle

Of Pence !~ Cheer up, cheer up, with all

your might,

¢
O sailors bold t—vond shizes our Beacona
lixht |
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The Garland of Ashoka-Flower.

God of Wisdom.
O Lor] of Wisdomn ' O Eternal Bliss 1

O Perennial Fount of loveliness’
Oh touch this stony heart of mine, and bless
It with Thy Crimson-Feet1 Tho stone

| will kiss
And grect Thy Ruby-feet | Let me not miss
That magie, mvstic touch, for that caress
Will thrill it into .ite 1 Boo more or less
[ crave not, tor what gift can vie with this ¢
Lo, like a sceoad, swoet Ahalya, I
Shall risa m all the glery of a bride 1
Pure, stainless, ike & dew drop, by the side
Of white rose-bud, that just has oped its eye |
Long, long a sea-shall vil;, oh T have been ;
Lord | change me to a perl of ray serene |
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lhe Garland of Ashoka-Flower,

The Ideal Sanyasee.

O Thou Idenl sacrifice | All, all,
Thou gavest up and so Thon hast, ax Prize,
The More than all 1=-OL, they who have
keen eyes,
Do see the king in Thee | 1In Palace Hall
Thou sittest on Thy throne I.Oh to Thy call
Obedient, lo 1 a thousand herds erise,
Ard do Thy bidding }—On Thee {rom the
skies,
Sweet showers of am'ranth-flowers, perpetual,
full )
Thy staff is thy gold-sceptre, King of kings
Thy bowl is thy Iinperial golden eup !
Thou quaffest, day and night, the sweet syrup
Of Bliss !~-Earth chants thy glory—yea,
Thy praise |—“Truth” is thy crown—Hail
Kiug for Thou
Art lost in Hiw, to whom all gods do bow !
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The ¢ velanl of Axlhoi eI ower,

The Hin-'lu o hild-Widow !

0 Spouse of God t Methinks 1t 1s a sin,

To eall thee “Widow” ; thoun art still a bnide

A glow with loves ind smilex ! Thou flower

and pride

Of Natnre's Hall of Beauty ; nearest kin

Of fairest angels bright ; thou dwoellest m

Thy par lise of hymns 5 thou dost abide

In bowers of riptures wild 1 We swore, we
| lied,

We trod thee downt Yet, martvr thou

' didst win

Yes, thine has been a traimph unsurp wsed,

%

of helpless, hopeless  sufirings, dumb and
| mte
Hail, hero t Thou divst bless the savage brute
That sncked thy blood 1 In annals, first and
| Iast |
E'en as the sandal-wood midst burniny pyrg,
Makes brisht and sweet the hideous, hissing
five !




The Garlaad of Ashoku-flower.

The Hindu Lady-Graduate.

0 Woman ! in my pride I cried “Fhe rose
That grows in wilds of i'rnorance, caressed,
By fogs and mists, is fiirest and the best.”
But when I saw thee, Garden-rose, that glows
With rays of Licht Diviae, tair lower, that

- blows
Its perfume o’er sweet beds of culture, drest,
In grace and mo lesty, 1 soon confess'd
My error ;—Welcome, Queen of floral shows
Womnn, forgive ! For give iy blind, blind
pride,
Num’d by thee, I see : llusion’s veil |
Is torn 1 The curtuins rise | Through vistas

wide

I see’ the spouse of God—Hail | Mother |
Haily

She smiles and says : “Knowledge is Truth,
O, child 1*

I henr in mute surprise, midst rapturcs wild |

134



The Garland of ‘Ashoka-flowenr.

The Agricultural Farm

O Friend | in thy sweet garden nectarine,
I rovel, like bees 1u ro~y bower | a howl
Of wine, » feast of love, a flow of soul,

It wag 1 Thy sugar-canes; and saccharine

Sweet, mellow mancoes/arid thy luscious vine
Ah, all my sznses sweerly, gently stole )

And then the future Eden did unroll
Itself before my eyes 1 What joy was mine |
I saw the Garden sweet, of Paradise :

The trees, the plants, the flowers were all so

fair |
And 1in the milst didst smile the Rose-tree

Then lisp'd my infant-heart in  mute
| surprise :—
“¢ Cody Tl wit ket Tere, teyord

comparg |
Engraft me oa Thee, make me lovely, rare”.













