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THE T;‘UE STORY OF AH Q
CHAPTER I
A FPorew ard-by tﬁe Author

Tor more thal a wear or two I have been
wanting to write the true story Ah (;3,,t but while,
on the one hand, I was desirvous of &omo- i, on
the other I vacillated in my purpose. This
proves that T am not the sort of person whose
name can depsnd upon his wriling for preserva<
tion, beeauss in times past it has been necessary
‘that en immertal jpen preserye in writiag the
inemaery of a 3erwn who is to be of imperishable
:rne, the;efa"n it is not clear whieh is depens
Cenb upon the other, whether the person is
propagaied by the pen, or the pen by the
parson, the peint in- auestion becoming moars
snd more unsaiiled. Yef, my thoughis would
mewta.bly return to A"z Q with such persistence
that it szemad a3 if som® supermatural power
within my mind kept goading me to the task.
= Howaver, on placing my writing brush down
to the paper to compns- “his soon-to-be-lorgotten
skoteh, I fnliy veaiimn the lerculean difficulties

thn beset ma.
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'[HE TRUE STORY OF AR Q - 5

My firat fask is to find a suilable name for
the work.” Confucius said, “If the name is not
proper, the words will not ring true, and due
regar8 should be paid {o his saying. - Names for
a work of ihig sort are-legion: biography, auto-
‘biogre#phy, mytholagical record, history of the
relations of the emperor’s wives, special biogra-
phy, family histery, and shoit sketch; but if is
regrettable that none of these is suited for my
use.” Biography? This reeord is mot worthy of
being placed said by said with those of men of
eminence in suthentic history. Auiobiography?
Tam not Ah Q. If thisis to be called “an out-
side record, where is his “inside record”? If the
title “mythological record’ is used. It is plain
that Ah Q is'not a supernatural being. Special
‘biography? - The truth is that the presidént has
near given the Department of History 2 mandate
for the making of a record of Ah Q’s history.
Although ihe history of England containa no
bmwa.phy* of gamblers, the eminent writer
Consn Doyle once wrote such a book en’uﬂnd
“Rudney Stone”, but it is permissible only for a
writer of his eminance {o create such works and
not permissible for & writer of my humble at-
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“"THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q T:

tainments to do so. The neat consideration is
the family history. I do mot, in fact, know
wwhether I had the gsame f{orefather as Ah Q or
not, and thus far I have received no requesis
from Ah Q’s son’s and grandsons fo wrife about
him. A short sketeh, perhaps?. But Ah Q
never had a long one. To seiile the matier once
and for all, we might cansider this a persemsd
record; but judging from my own writing, wiiich
ia in the dietion of wagon haulers and stteat
mongers and very inferior in seemly. So, as a
"last resori, I have no cholee hut to use as my
title the two characlers, ““irue story”, taken from
the phrase “Refrain story,” which is a favorite
quotaiion of the novelists, who are mot imecluded
‘in the category considerd o be taken from the
book of the ancienis, the “Sun-—Fa Chéng
@h’uan,” there is no remedy for the situation.
yBecond, it is customary om eommencing s
zecord of this kind to open with the gemeral
introcuction: “Mr. So-and So, ctherwise know 28
So-and-so, and who is a native of Such-and-such
.& distriet’”; but I do not know Ah Q surnsme.
There was a time when he seemed to have the
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q Y

surname Chao, but a day later evem this had
turned out to be a matter of deubt, On this
perticular occassion, the “Venerable Mr. Chao’s
son.had attained the rank of Hsin-¥s-ai. The
bobming of ®gongs announced the arrival of
the good news in the village. AR Q,  having
just gulped down two bowls of yellow wine,
was gestlcula,tmg with his hands, stamping his
feet, and explaining that this event reflected
great honer upon himself beecause he and the
Venerable Mr. Chao were of the same surnam
By careful family exposition, he made it elear
that he was more venerable than the Hsiu-is’ai
by three genealcgical degress. At this juncturve
a few bystanders who had caught his high-
sounding words, began to stand in awe of him.
But how was it to be expected that, on the
day followmg, the ti-pao would surrmon Ah @
to the home of the Venerable Mr. Chao? As.
soon as the man sst eyes on Ah Q, his face hght-
ed up with red fury.

s “Ah Q, you stupid creature! Did you say
that you were of the same surname as I?” he
shouted.
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Abh Q did not so much as open his mounth.

The more he locked at him the more in.
furiated the Venerable, M. Chao became. He
.ran forward a few stepg exclalmlng “How dare
you speak Fuch ‘nonsensel - How eould I have
such a relative as you? Is your surname Chao?”’
Ah- Q ‘remained - sﬂeg\t ,wmhmg to retreat to.
the rear, bui the Venerxble Mr. Chao rushed
upon him and gave him a smack on the month.

“How . eould “your siitnafme’ be~ Chaol
How could a creature of your sort be worthy of
‘the gurname Chao?”

Ah Q neither offered resistance mor argued
that his surname was Chao but merely stroked
hig left cheel -and-withdrew with the. ti-pae.
Once outside, he received from: the h—pao alzo
& severe repnma.ndmg and thanked the latter
for it . by giving him  two " handred #cash
for wine money. # Those who lea,rned of this
Joaintained thai Ah Q was entirely ignorant of
“the ways of the world——that he was thus
actually inviting people to smack him. So itis
proba.ble that his sgurname might not have been
‘Chao, and even if it hiad been, he sheuld not
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q 13

have indulged in such chatter when the Yyener-
-able Mr. Chao was about. But since to this day
no one has mentmned his surname, I have never
been sure what it is.

Thizd, T'alao do not know- how {0 write Ak
Q’s name, when he was hvmg, people called him
as Ah Quei, but after his death no one again re-
Terrzed to him 83, Ak QIIE‘I The;efore, how could
it ha.ppen that & person of his humble station
-gaould have his name ‘preserved- ~n; -writing? If
‘we mentzon ‘preserving his name in a record,
this would be the first time it had been done for
“him, so 1 ant here beget'with o difficulty. 1have
already given the Tnatter my careful thought.
.Conld it be that Ah Quei stands for--ib- Quel
"mesning cassis (F), ot Ah Quel meaning -nobi-
ity (&)? - If he had been cailed Ytieh-ling
‘meaning Moon Pavﬁmn, Ol‘Llf he had been born -
ﬁurmg the eighth wnoon, bhe surely would hLave
Fbeen called AR Quei meaning cassia——he had
gm other name, ar if he Had, no his’ birthday,
{ha.ve distributed invitations for the securing of
com_phmentary versss. If we were to write his
‘name as Ah Quei meanine cassiz; we should e
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THE TRUE:STORY. OF AH Q R

softing the maiter foo arbitrarily. If he had
had an elder-brother or a:younge:- onie named. Ah
Fu meaning ‘wealth (&), his name surely would
have been Ah Quei meaning nobility, but this
could not be, since he was alone in the world; so
if, his name were written Ah Quei ?mea.mng.
‘nobﬂlty, there would be no means of verifying
the anthenticity of this a,ssumptmn The re-
ma.m_mg characters with the sound quei are even '
_,jaore unsulta.bl‘,@mr comparisenn. In the past
I have already made imguiry of the Venerable
. Ohao’s son, the Hsia-ts’i and who weald
tﬁmk that so highly educated and cultured =2
‘gentleman would have been absolutely ignorant.
in this matter? But the canclusxon whieh he
drew wad this: na,mely, when Ch’en Tu-hsiu
;ma.ugm:ated the New youth Magezine for the in
troductmn of Enropenrn words, the .flower -of
culttre in this nation had supk into eblivion
and 50 there was no means of investigating the
‘matter T haye in - mind. . My last resort sas “fo
reguest one of my home-twoa acquaintances fo
in person and delve J.nto the legal dq,oumen
dealing with Ah Qs case. “Eigh’: montbs I»
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q° .;_17

ap—

| mewed a létter in reply sta.tmg that the docu-
mends contained no mention of any person whose
mame was anywhere near the sound of quei.
Although T do not know whether there actually
was 1o sach name mentioned or whether he did
not investigate the matter, still,’ there is no
oiher course of investigation open to me. Fearing
‘Ehat the's;stem of Mandarin phonetics may not
iBe in vogue just now, I #refer to use a Eu"opea.n.
Yeller after the fashion of the English spelling,
puking the name read ¢“Ah Quei,” which we
=hall abbreviate fp “Ah Q. This is akin to
fo'ﬁowmg blindly ashamed of myself; but if the
Hain-{’sai ¢id not know any -better, what could.
-youa expect of poor me?

Fourthh in +the matier of Ah @Q’s nature
district. If he were actually a Chao, we might,
lﬂsﬁ the old and popula.r castom, which now
W&lls in telhng of on€’s native disiriet, look

araong the footnotes in the general list of sur-
mames and find something of this sort, “Lung-
%asi, Tien-shiu, Person’; but it is regretiable
‘B:l:! Ah Q’s surname is, after all, not wholly
soilled and hence his native district canmnet be



¥ BOwE

PR ARFRAEA - BHERR [ EAL

—

L TRE R o

REMUEERN » EFF-MIH I 2ERE

7 AR TRASAOBE » BITRIRERIA » A
I8 FIEIRLANIRAR - RR WA [ BhRs
T3 ) B SAERPIAT » IR RABER
SRBEA - BRREPTQ TR A A AR
BT o

BLETWURES .



. THE TRUE STORY GF AH Q ' £ Y
e . -

decided upon. - Although he lived for the most
past in Wei-Ghugng, he wds: ofteR in the habit
of living”in other places, and so he cannot be.
gonisidered . s native of Weichtiang, "~ Were we to
consider him a nature of Wejchuang, we YWould
not be in agreement with the abcepted miethods
of writing hm&ory

T'may atleast pind consoladion in. the. fagk
that the character “Ah* (W) (a character pre-
ceding all familiar names) s in legrtlma.te beyond
all about; and it can be in no way susceptible to
misinter pretation and is worihy of being pra:
sénted a} its face value to_the gemeral public.
As for” the rest, that cammnot. be govestigated,
except. by people of deep erudition. My only
hope in that the scietific minds of the historian
and the antiquarian, such as Mr. Hu Shih’s
followers, will be able, in the future, to discover
mazy clues to this mystery; but I fear that by
4hat time my ““True Story of Ah @ will “have
- pasged into oblivion.

The foregoing may be conmdered a8 2 pre-
face to it.
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THE TRUE STORY QF AH Q b3 B

CHAPTER II
A Brief Account of Ah Q’s Victories

Not only are the surname and native district
of Ah Q matters of uncertainty, but even his
former doings are matters of doubt. Thisis due
to the fact that the people of Weichuang merely
made uge of his services or made light of him,
and never paid aiteniion to his doings. Ah @
himself threw mo light on. these matters, but
when he was engaged in verbal fusillades with
others, he would dilate the pupils of his eyes and
exc aim:

“My ancestors . . . were greater than yours
by a long shot! Wkat sort of creature may be
considered, anyway!

Heving no family, Al Q lived in the T’ukxui
Tempie of Weichuang He had no stecady trade;
merely doing odd jobs for others: if wheat had ta
bz cut, he cut it; if rice were fo be ground it; sf
a. bos’ were to be rowed, he rowed it. .Should
thie period of work be long, he might live in tim
house of his temporary employer, but as soon iﬁ
the work- was over, le would take his Jeavik
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Thus il Jame sbou}. that whenever poeple were
busy, they would call Ah*Q fo mind, but ‘what
they actually 1eca,lled was his services and not
his doings, for as goon: as the {:a.rtmula.r Wwozk.
was over, Ah Q himsslf had long bsen forgotien.
So his doings are hardly worthy mentioning..
1t bappened once -that an old man said in
laudstory tones, “Ah Q surely: can work”l At
that moment, At @’ in all his lanky leanness
and ‘pare to the waist, .stood indolently before
him. Oulsid¢s Were not sure whether this remark
was sinesrely meant or was just a sarcastic fling,
but Ah Q nevertheless, was highly delighted.

. Ah. @ had a very_high opinion of himself
‘and therefore held all the inhabitants of Wei-
chuang in contemnt, and those whom he held
lowest wore its two scholars whom he considerd
not worth the exertion of a smile. Scholars are
likely to attain the ramk of Hsiu-V’sai. = The
‘Venerable Mr. Chao and the Venerahle Mr. Chin
renjnyed the respect of the inhabitants not only
|brcause of thei¥ wealth but also because they
‘were the fathers of scholars; but Ah Q,, by the
attitude he assumed, shewed no spécial’ sign of’




24 QR

ﬁ.ﬁmﬁ%@mﬁgmzmu HTEER QR
HEER KTLURBEREA » SMHF=RES
TEMAEBRABT RN 1458 | BE
F%%é!ﬁiﬂﬁ%fmx’jﬁazééﬁ%a
W5 | WA » FEEET RO R
A AR > MR ¢ T3 IATBNY - TLE | AR
SR A SRR B I R LR FANT » MR

e Y e |
sl _,ﬁ.b‘ JIHR SRR

WQF%@H’jﬁﬁﬁ’r [ Efefe 1A
‘3.{5&?&“{3 ch}\n.ﬂ T AT Lzﬁ*%‘

brsn > S ABTASEERSSGE, +, BT AYE R s T



THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q »:

respeet for them. He thought to himself, “My
sons will be greater than yours by a long shot!”
Beside, Ah Q had gone to, the ecity a few
time. and naturally felt all the more satisfied
with his own attainments.;; But he also heartily
despised the city folk. - For instance, as woode=m
bench, two feet by three inches, the Weichuang-
ites called a long bench and so did he, while the
city dwellers called it a tiao bench. ¢That ig
wrong,) thought he. “How Tudicrous!” For
large-headed fish firied, in o0il, the Weichuangites
used, as a garnish, sculliori leaves sliced half an
inch in length, wlile .the urbanites gliced the
scullion leaves into silken shreds. Ho agzin
thought, ““That also is wrong and laughablep’
The truth of the situalion is that the Wi
chuangites were cemical ruslics, who had nog
geen the great outside world. They had never
geen a city f{ried-fishl

Ah Q, with his “eminent ancesiors,” supe.-
ior knowledge, and ‘‘real ability for woik,” was
almost a complete man of parts, but it is re-
g-etiable that.in his physical make-up there was
s flaw., This very répulsive feature lay on his
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scalp WheLe, in a few spois, at some time un-
known, impstigo scars had appeared. Albeit
they were o his owin b:3y, Ab Q /i1 not scem
to consider that they added fo his self-esieem.
For this reason he fabooed the character Lai
which means | mange or impetigo, and extended
that taboo ta all the characters with the sound
lai.  Afferwards, he widened the scope of the
{aboo 10 include sueh words as kuang, “bright,”
liang, “briliiant,””. and still later spread the
taboo to “lamp’’ and ““candle’®. Whenever
these tahoos were viclated by others, and i
mattered not whether it had “been domne inten-
tionally ox umnteu’uona.ﬂy, every one of Ah Qs
scars would' flush with fury, - He ‘would survey
his offender, and if the latter happened to b2 a
poor quarreler, he would revile him; if he hap-
pened to be puny, he would strike him. It is
"not known How .it_came about, but Ah Q even-
tually suffered many defests and accordingly
-adopted a new policy, which,.in general, was fo
glaré at hiis offender with'infusiated eyeés.

. . And how was it to be underatood that after
‘Ah Q bad adopted-the infurinted-sye: policy e
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_ordinary run of Welchus.ngltes found even mgre

plea.sure in teasing him? As soon as they set
‘eyes on him, they would feign to be in, great
awe, gasping,

“Hey there, i’s brightening up!”

Ah Q, as was his habit, would become angry
and direct his infuriated eyes at the offenders.

| %85, there is a kerosene -lamp herel” they
would continue without fear.

Ah Q would have mns recourse but to.find
words for retaliation and to sneer, “But you
aren’t even clever enough to have,..!” At
such a moment, the impetigo scars on, his-head
seemed uncommon scars of a glorious and noble
‘'species. But we have already mentioned in the
foregoing know af ones that he was about to
break his own taboo, and spoke DO MOFe, in order
to avoid the unutterable word. -

The ordinary ‘person would not let the
matter root here, but would  ecantinue teas ing
until in the end they would come to fisticnffs.
On being defeated, Ah Q was grasped by his
brownish quenz and had his head knocked
against the wall four or five times. If was then
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THE TRUE STOP‘l OF AH Q 31

that ordinary triumph, and would leave. Ah Q
would stand for a second, thinking in his heart:
€T wiil consider that I have been beulen by mv
sons. Ab, the would is going {o the days . . .
and accordingly, he in furn would feel satisfied
_at heart that the vielory was his; and thus he
would walk cff.

. Having turned this matter over in his
heart, Ah Q would thereafter alwsys find ex-
pression in words, so it came abeul that almost
all who were in the habit of feasing him knew
that he possessed a method where by he meiniai-
ped an unconquerable spirit; thus afitwa.rd
whenever they would cluteh his brownish quene,
they would forestall him, saying:

“Ah Q, this is not a case of a 3on beating hig
father; it is & cage of human beings beating an
animal. Repeat the words yourscli, ‘Human
seings beating an animall’ >

Holding on to his quane at the roots of the
hair, Ah Q would -set his head -te one said and
spurt cut: ““Beating an insect, is that to rour
satisfaction? Iam an insect...now will you
let-me gol?”?
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THE TRUE STGRY OF AH Q 33
But in spite of the fact that he admitted
that he was an insecty oxdinary folk would not
let him go; and wherever they happened fo be,
ag in times past, they would give him five or six
knocks and leave, feeling fully satesfied at heard
that they had gained a victory. They were suve
that Ah Q had met his Waterloo this time; bul
it was not ten minutes before Ah Q weuld walk
off, felling fully satisfied in his heast that he
bad gained the vietory. He felt that he was the
““foremost self-balitter”; and if the words, “gglf-
kelitter,” Were taken awWay from the phrase, the
remeaining “foremest” aprlied to him. Wasnot
the candidate who receives the highest honor in
the governmont examinatiors alio first, “fove-
most,” like himssl{? “And what kind of crea-
“ture may you be (:ﬂn“ldered?’ > he Would thl% 10
bimself.

" After Ah Q had used these supreme sizale-
gies to conquer his enemy, he would run with
added bowls of wwine, all the while joking with
the others preseni, o* exchanging verhal jobs,
and after amother victory there, would return
happy to Tuku Tomole, whore he let his head
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sink inie slumber. If he happened to have
money, he would be off fo play deminces. The.
whole crowed would be steeping on the ground,
Ah. Q with ps crspivation streaming:all over his
face; sandwichked in the whole mass. He would
‘c-low cut in & voize londex than ‘all the. others
“Green Dragon ¢ gc0p0

“Hey ...open . . . therer~ the siake helder,
alsa with his face ceovered with perspiration,
_wonld sing out ag he liffed the lig, ,.:“C{‘len Fratcys)
Leh (which made Ah Q love witii the Greon
D"am,n)! CLlao—Lal Lehl Jen and Ch’usng-ang
bave no so takes on theni. Hand over Ah Q

'UP&"S"’ -

“i0h ’ung—t’mnr 1CG. .. 15uF7 -

Lo the tune of sueh Chmagling, Ah (s
mensy veuld gmum‘ fina 1:.3 way (o the lion
¢l andines, WLUSS 1602 Was 2659 stveaming
a perspivation. In the end, h . would squoex
utside the crowd and iiaad there humng on,
following with persunsi iniersss the ups aad
- Gowns of some one clse; and unus he continued
uniil the game was chded. 1. wng mes aalil
tien fhat he would .eave, ali unx.fmmg; agnd

.
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|

return to Tfuku Temple. On the following day,
he would gp to work with eyes swollent from the
lack of sleep. )

But tho truth of the saying; “How was it fo
be cancluded that the logs of the old man’s horse
at the border country was net actually a bless-
ing?” wag borne out when Ah Q had one un-
fortunate streak of winning, which proved fo be
i 1M1 Tuek.

On that particular evening, Weichuang was
holding festivities in homor of its gods and, as
was the custom, & dramatic performance was
being offered. Near the stage were the cus-
tomary and numereus gambling tables. The
racket of the gongs of the play scemed to be ten
Chinese mills away from Ah Q’s ears; the omne
thing he-heard was the singing voice of the lid-
lifting siake belder. Ah Q kept winning;
coppers turned into silver coin, coin into dollars,
and dollars into high stacks. Ravished with
delight, hecried out: “Two dollars on tienmen!”

IEo 7id not know how it came about or who
Lad siacted the fray. Sounds of profanity,
wunas of Hlows, sonnds ¢f shnffiing fue, the 2
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was cne grand mass of confusion, from which he
crawied away, nobt sesing the gambling tables,
not seeing the people. Omn several parts of his
body, it scemed very much as if there were
somewhat of a smar'ing sensation, as if he had
riesived a few knocks and kicks. A few om-
lsckers stared at him in astonishment. He folt
23 if something were missing; on arriving alb
To’uku Temple, he steadied himgelf and then
Jigaoverad that his pils of dellars was nowhere

to be seen! Cince nost of the people attending

the festival were not Weichuangitss, where was
ke to seck the culprits?

Ah, giittering pile of dollars! And it had
“een his . . . now nowhere {0 be sceni To con-
sole himself, he let himsslf oelive that the
worey had been taken awsy by his sons and in
his misery there was nothing left for bia exespt
10 catl himseil an insect. While he continued
to feel missrable, he tasted, on fhis rever:al of
his fortunes, a portion of the bitler gall of
defeat.

Bui anon he turned his defeat intoe vietory.

He raised his right hand, and with greai sivena.
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ar
th, slapped hik mouth twice.. Followed a sting-
ing sencation and a bit of paim Affer +his
slapping, his heart felt consoled and his temper
agsuaged, for it seemed as if he himself had
done the slapping and that another hirself had
~gceived the slapping, and as it wis ot long
bafore he felt as if he were hitting some one
sige-—~despite the fact that his lips were still
smnarting. He lay down fully satisfied in heart
1hat he had gained a viclory.

Presentiy he fell asleep.

CHAPTER 111
An Additiohal Account o1 an Qs Victories

Although Ah Q was always gaining victories

*tar his own manner, it was not until he had

nelve& the smack {rom the Venerable Mr. Chao
at his name became well known.

e Lianded the Ti-Pao two hundred eash for
wine money and lay down seething with anger.
Ie later thought to himsslf. “The Preseat
concition of the world is unutterable sons strik-
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ing their father. ..” Tnu.s, it camg about thej
a3 wind i\v“%uraa ihe” Venerable Tr. Chad’s
aosbroe besring; piceiured him for the time baing
as his son. aﬂme and mgrty-he jgradually be
came and, vi:iz from his bed, made his way to
tae Wine shop, singing “The Y Uuthful Window
a% Har Hushand’s Grave’” - At thai: particalar
iomend, he felt that the Venscrable Mr. Chao
wis & degree superior o other peaple.. :
Thereafter, atrong to relate, it actua.lly came
abcut thai the people seemed to vespeet Ah Q all
the insre. Qo Ak Q’s own part; be thought
it this might have been due to the fact
iliat he was the Venerable Mr. Chao’s father,
bat 4he fmet was that he was not.- It ‘was’a
generel custom in Weichuang that if the
‘seventh child cuffed #*he eighth child, or
perna.ps, “the fourth Li child struck the-third
Chang child, the matter was not taken seriously.
Thus it was abselutely necessary that a man of
1z Venerable Mr. Chao’s rank be involved in
sach an affair before the Weichuangites could
perpetuate the event by means of a monument

of gossip. As soon as the monument of gossip
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bad been put up, the giver of the blow, having
already enjoyed fame, the receiver, deriving it
from the glory of the fcuuvi , 2lso acquirec fame.
That the error was Ah Qs goes without saying.
Why so? ueca.usa the ‘ven':able Mz, Chaa
never was in the wrong! But.if Ah Q was in
the wrong, why did people seen even more re-
speciful towaszd him? .That is hard to explaih.
As a matter of conjeciure, it may have leon
that although -Ah. @ Had received a smack for
saving that he was the Venerable Mr. Chad’s
relative, the athers may have feated that there
might have been some fruth in bis stzlrment,
and so0-in the end, these was nothing like being
more rospectful to him in arder to be on the sais
side. Otherwise, it may haye been like the case
of the sacrificiel bull in the Confucian Temple;
that ig although the bull was an animal and in
the same class with pigs end sheep, stiil, the
scholars of old did not care %o move the animal
without due decorum afie: the sain®s chopnsiicks
had touched the sacrificial offering.

@ Thereafter, Ah Q felt sevene and happy for
mMANY vears.
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It was on & spring day that he was walking
along, intoxicated, when, in the sunlight at the
feot of & wall, he espied Wing-hu, sitting there
siripped to the waist....This Wang-hu was
full of scabs and profusely bewhiskered from ear
10 ear; and every one called him Wang Mange
Whiskers. Ah Q avoided the term “mange”
Dut despised him vehemently 5 Ah'Q’s idea was
- that the mange was no source of womderment,
but whishers, and a chain of them! That
indeed, was too movel, too extraordinary,
and éncugh to - cause one to look down upon
the owner of them. With this in mind, he
~sat down beside Wang-hu Ordinarily, Ah Q
would not have had the courage fo sit dowe
beside another person, but what was there for
him to fear in sitting beside this Wang-hu?
'To be frank, the fect that he was sitting
" begide him must be eonsidered on honor to-his
companion.

After Ah Q slipped off his faitered shori

lined coat, Whang-hus actions became irritating
and Ah Q graduallv lost his temper, each of his
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impetico sears .colorine red. . He fluno his
€y " ‘;

garment on the ground and after expectorating
shonled: “Worm?!>

“Mangy-hided dog, whom are you cursing?”’
" sneerzd 'Wa,ng—hu, 1ift mg- his eyes disdamiully.

In spite of the fact ‘bha.t of late Ah Q bhad,
as compared with former, {imes, received more
respect from pﬂople and ‘had become =z leadt bit
‘n*ore vain and self—respec..mg, sfill in dealing
‘with ozdinaryfolk; - who weré - accusiomed 1o
ﬁghtmg, he was humble and meek, but on this
-aecasion he waxed exceeding bold. This crea-.
ture, Wang-hu, with a cheek full of WhlSK“I‘S,
would he da,re to say anvthrna‘ J1svesnec+ful‘?

€«The-one ‘who answers me in the one to be
-oviled!” cried Ah Q, with his arms skimbeo,

“Do your bomes. ache for @ thrashing?”
queried Wang-hu, also- jumping to -his feet and
throwing or his coat.

Ah Q thought that his opponent was about
to fed, and rushing’ upon him, raised nis fist to
cuff hlm, but before his fist had reached ¥Wang-
hw’s body, the latter had grasped it and with



5o MO E N
BapES » IR RBREMEE THT  ZRE% R
TEB) R o

[ TEFEOREE ] JMQESEER -

ERNTPAEE T R g - — SR NETE
> AL » ETFIQBIEARSE 50w
REET e

2R QIS b - SERNERRATTE— R
B RATEUSBETHES  MARELE% -

RBEREN > EXLRBFT - HRARERHT -

R BER A PR BEOEETS  FE



THE’ TRUE STORY OF AH @ i 5%

one yank sent Ah Q sprawling. On the instant,
his quene was seized by Wang-hu; he was drag-
ged to the wall, where, as was the custom, his
head was knocked.

. ““The superier men moves only bis mouth
and not his handl’> shouted Ah Q, with his head.
twisted fo one side. .

But Wang-hu did not seem fo be a superior
man and, what was more, took no notice of thoes
" words, but-bumped Ah @’s head against the wall
five times. He then used the uimeost of hig
strength and gave him one push which sent him
tumbling over & distanee of six fee It was
then that Wang-hu walked away satisfied.

" This, in Ah Q’s mind, should have been
considered the first humiliation which he had
suffered, because in times past, when he had
_ ridiculed Wang-hu on account of his chains of
whigkers, the letter had never ridiculed him; nor
had Wang-hu raised a hand against him. But
now, quite contrary to expectation, he had raised
his hand.e It seemed ad if the saying of the
populace had come true; namely, “The emperor
has discontinued the examinations and Hsiu
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tisia and Chii-jen are no longer needed.* Tor
this reason, there wonld ba o loss in the ‘xustére_
bearing of the Chao fﬂumﬂv, and g0 would other

ba taking him lightly 160, implying that any
loss in prestige en the past of the Chaos would
pufech on himself; o3 Ah Q, aiitl conalwled him-
self & Ghao.

' Now there was no ground for him fo stand
en. 7

A parson apn roached from a distance who,

on arrival, proved to be onz of Ah Q’s ewemins,
This was the man Ah Q hated most vehemently;
e was the eldegt sen of the Venerable Me. Chin.
Thn the past, k3 had zone to the ¢ity end atlended
a foxcign selhocl; thenee, ke wenbto Japan; how,
it wag not Irngwn. He vcburned to his homs
half a year laler; his legs had become shaizht

snd his quene was no t2 be ssen.  His mother
~wailedloudly move that tem tlmeq, hig wife
Jumpu] into the woll three or four times.- Wher-
_ever his mothe: went thereafter, she wonld say:
s queue has baen cut off by some evil com-
panions aiier making him, drunken with wine.
By right, He could have b o s gread ofﬁcm.‘i'
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~now thaere is on other course excepting to let his
guene grow again before we say any more.’_’
But Ah Q was loath to believe a word of this and
purposely dubbed him “False Foreigners” and
accused him of acting as a spy for foreigners.
Ad soon as he saw him, he would, without fail,

curse him under he breath.

Ah Q also deeply hated and cut off all
relations with him on account of his false quene.
{New if the quene were not real, the person in
question. did nét have the requisite qualifications
of & human being; and if his wife had not jum-
ped into the well the fourth time, she would not
have been a good women.

The “False Foreigner? drew nesrer.

“Bald pate! Ass!” Ordinarily Ah Q would
nave muttered under his breath, not allowing
his words to become andible; but on this occa-
'szon, because he was in the heat of his fury and
because he craved for vengeance, the words
slipped cut unconsciously.

The “bald pate’ held 2 walking stick of
yellow lacquer—what Ah Q termed the stick of
rails—and advanced with great strides. Ah .Q
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_— - ;
realizad on the mo*nont that he WéLS in for a
i;hlesmnﬁ;and stood with” His whe'e bodv teud

against the coming attack: He hunched up his
shoulders and wailed—and, in trath; thers was a
whacking cound, which sszemed. g be’ yyithéu% a

doubhd ﬂzﬂﬁ at Jhis head.

I mieand ‘him¥? ‘exnlained AR @, lpeinting

4o a amall bav whe was near a,t ha.nd,s

I AR @ opia'ﬁﬁjﬁbhig‘ should: Bave bzen
i7eved’ the sseend humiliation in his life;
ferbanaioly. after the beating,-if scemed as.
if the matter had becoine a clesed chapter for all
Aime. aal eonivary to all expectaiion, he feld
somewhat relaxed-throughout -his- whele bedy.
Added o thlv the ‘p cious ahlhty to forget,
inheritedt from. his ancesiors; had.come  into
cffeet.  He therefore sauntered slong slowly; b
tie time ho had arsived a% the door of the Wine
shey, ke had eavly exnulenced feeling of
exhilaratian. |

But {rem the opposite direction came a gmall
nun irom the Temple of Quist Self-Tmprove-
ment. Ever in ordinary times, Ah Q wais sure
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to let out a mouthful of profanity whenever he
‘set eyes on her; so what of this occasion immedi-
ately after his humiliation? Recalling the late
defeat, animosity filled his theughts.

“I did not know why I had such bad luck
‘to-day, but at the bottom of it all, it was because
I taw you!” he thought to himself. He
advanced, expectorated,. and shouted: “Huh!
Pehi” 7 :

The lit{le nun ignored him altogether and
merely walked on'with her head lowered. Ah Q
ran close to her side; thrusting out his® hand, he
touched her mewly shern scalp; and laughmg
denswely, jeered:

“Bald pale, hurry on; your monk is waltmg
for your.”

“What are you Jumping and gestlcula,tmg
about?” cried the little nun, her face flushed
crimson, as she hastily stepped along.

Hearty laughter came from the men in the
‘wine shop. Ah Q, on noticing that his actions
were meeling with the plaudits of the onlookers,
grew all the more blithe and replied with an
ambizuous guip.
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.

He pinched the nun’s cheek and the men in
the  wine shop contlnuﬂd laughing loudly.
Feeling the more elated by the cheers of the
spectators, Ah Q tl.ghtenpd his fingers and gave
an additional twist before he let go..

- In the course of . this fray, he bad - loag
forgotten Wang-hu,_ ha.d forgotten the “False
Foreigner”’; ; and “it seemed as if he had bcen
compleiely a,venged for thie bad luck of the day.
"And stra.nge to rela,te, his whole body, which
“had undergone the thrashing, felt light, relaxed,
and- buoy:mt, and he moved alongfas if on
pinions which might waft him heavenward ab
any moment. '

“That sonless, grandsonless Ak QI seream-
ed the ht’de fwun from a distance, in a lac.’my-
mose voige..

“Ha, ha,, hal>* laughed Ah Q a.ltogether'
1Merry.

“Ha, ba, ha,!” bellowed the cronies m the-
wine shop quite hilarious.
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CHAPTER IV
His Pathetic Courtship

Some say that those who have fasted of
victory desive that their opponents be as the
tiger, or aag the eagle, before they are to zealize
the full joys of victory. But of their opponent
are as the sheep or the puny chicken, they lose
all joy in the triumph. And there are some
who, having had a fastz of vietory, after an
uneonditicnal frinmph gaze upon their smitten
apponent, who was to have died and did die, who
was to have surrendered and did surrendered,
and the whole atmosphere is filled with the feel-
ing: “I feaz you, I fear you. I deserve death,
I deserve death.” They, the conguerors, ac-
cordingly realize that they bave no enemy, no
opponent, no friend. Only-they themsslves re-
main alone, forlorn, downhearted, silent, “and
.instead of the happiness, they realize the bitter-
ness of victory. But our Ah Q surely was not
guilty of any such defective reasoning; he en-
- Joyed endless saeisfaction. This is, penhaps,



T W QE &

TR - ESAODITERET |

ATHE— KM - AR LR o {E
BT TAER » BB + IRB) IR T
ﬁo%ﬁﬁ§~%-%ﬁxﬁgéﬁ1%§ﬁéaﬁ
SAERE I ARSE | TR - F

%ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁé&kﬁ~%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ§ﬁ&ﬁﬁ_t ' 2

FirRmnEgl | I QI ERBERMBT 4
B o M T ST BRI



THE TRUE STCRY OF AH Q 65

i

one explunation why the spiritual culture of,
China stands foremost on the face of thls whole'
terrestrial globe.

Lo, Ah Q feli so light with ela.*mn that 1%
scemed g8 if he would rice heavenward!

This pasticulan vietory, however, brought
sbout & marked change in this character. He
had heen souring on the pinions of the elation
for more. than half a day when he floated o
Puku Temple, where, according to bhabit, ha
should have lain dewn and snored away. How
was it to have been expected that on the par-
ticular night he should find it exceedingly diffi-

cult to close his eyef? He perceiveh that there
was some’ehmg sirange about his’ thumb and
1ndex finger; they seemed to be much smoother
than usual. Tt is not known whether the liifle
-nun’s cheek had contained a bit of grease, which
had stuek to his finger, or whether his thumb
had rubbed her cheek until it had become
smoeoth.

“Sonless, grandsonless Abh Q1 his ears
.again heard her words. He pendered to himself,
:thexe was no mistake in the assertmn, he ought
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to have a mate, for a so:riless, grandsonless -man
has no one to sacrifice a bowl of riéz to his
manes . . . yes, he ought to have a mite. There
is the sa.ying, “Of the three greatest sins against
Afilial piety, the greatest is the lack of offsprings®?
And ‘the lack of food for one’s manes is the one
great sorrow of a man’s life. Hence, his
thoughts were in harmony with the canons of
the saints, but it is regrettable that he after-
‘wards lost part of his self control.

“Woman, woman!> he ponderen.

“Womsn, woman, 'woman!”> he meditated
azain.

We do not know when Ah Q snored off this
evening; but hevertheless we are sure; In 4
general way, that after he had perceived that
his thumb bhad become smooth, a futiering
thought obgsessed his mind. “Woman,” he
thought.

So from this example,. we may sce thaj
woman is a deadly creature.

Of the males of the apecies in China, more
than bhalf are capable of becoming saints and
men of virtue. but it is regettable that thev are
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ruined by women. The Shang dynasty wa
brought to ruin by Ta-chi; Chou was brought tc
decadeney by Pao-syu; as-for the Chin—altheugh
history does_noi state clearly why it fell, if we
‘agsume that itz downfall was due o &2 woman, we
may net be far from the {ruth; but Tung-cho’
gdeath was surely brought about by Tiao-ch’an.
" In the past, Ah Q hadbeen a man of stricl
morals. Although we are not sure that he hagd
Téceived the gracious and beneficent guidance of
a great instructor, still, it is certain that he was
‘very careful -and strict abowt the- cusiomary
bazrier between the sexes. Possessing orthodox
vicys, he also vehemently condemned heresy in
any form, such as that of the liftle nun and that
of the “False Forcigngr.” As for the nuns,
sceording to his own theory, they were sure to
have clandesiine velations with the monks.
When a woman want about, she was sure o have
it in mind to entice a “loose’® male. . Whenever
s man and & maid conversed slone, there certain-
Iy was 3 matter of dark secrecy. (These wore
Ah Qs extraordinary musings.) He was in the
‘habit of glasinz at such peopls with ferious
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4

€yes in oxder to mete ont punishment to them,
he maight pass & few Toud cutting rémarks, - or,’ it
he happen,ed to be.in a “rembte place, -he. would
throw stones at their backs.

How was:if to bs a.ntampa.ted tha.t at-thelate
age of forty, he should be brought so low by a
little nun as {o feel that he was flultering,
fluttering, fluttering. Thatfluttering according
i» moral teachings, should mot have existed;
therefore, the female is, without the least doubs ts
detegtable. Now if the little nun’s cheek had
not been greasy: Ah Q would not have been
greasy, Ah Q would not have been enticed.
Again, if the little nyn had had her face covered
with a eloth Ah Q would not have been tempt-
ed. Tive or six years ago, while in a crowded
theater, be had squeezed past a woman in pass:
ing through the aisle ... (and that was the ncar-
est he had come 1o a,‘woma.g:x) ; but it was nei so
with the little nun. The manifesfly shows the
hatefuiness of helesy

“Woman ..., thought Ah Q.

The woman who without a doubt desired to
lure on “loose” men: he always waiched closely.
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but they' had never s> much as smiled at him.
He ever. listened atientively to the _Women whe.
had spoken ‘to-him, but they had” never men-.
tioned anything of a suggestive nature. Ahl
Thst was one of the detestable characieristics.
of ihe other sex: 31! of them  purpoesely put on a.
falge modesty, »

On one particular day. Ah Q was pounding-
rice by -the day ai the home of the Venerable
Mr. Chao; he-had taken his evening rice and
was sitling in the kitchen, smoking dnied to-
bacco. Had he been -working elsewhere, he
would have returned to his home after evening
rice, but the Chao household had. ifs dinner
early. Although it was an cstablished rule that
no lamps be lighted and that all should retire
after the meal, exceptions to the rule, however,
had beén. made: first, at the time when the
. Venerable Mr. Chso’s eldest son had not yet
attained the rank of Hsiu-¥sia, he was permitted
to light the hmp 16 etudy his books; second,
when Ah Q come to do odd jobs, -he was allowed
to hght the lamp {0 pound rice. Because of
this las} exesption to thz rule, Ah Q sat in ibe
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kitchen, smoking dried tobacco prier to contmu-
ing to pound the rice.

Amih Wu, the sole fermsle servaut of the
Chao honsehold, having washed the dishes, sat
down, upon 2 long bénch and was talking incon-
sequentialg with Ah Q.

_ “Our mistress has not touched rice for two
:lays because our master i§ set on buying a
small...”

“Woman . .. Amah Wu. .. that little widow

,>° ran through Ah Q’s mind.

“The daughter-in-law of the house ﬂnll give
birth to a boby on the eighth ™MOoR. . « e

“Woemsan . ..*” thought Ah Q. .

He put down his pipe and stood up.

“The dsughter-in-law...,”” continued Amah
Wu garrulously. .

“Will you, .. will you.. L suddenly cried
Ah Q, advancing quickly and kneeling bafore
her, TFor a brief second, there was a deadly
silence, A

“Eyeo-yah!” screamed Amah Wu, who had
been bewildered for some time. Now suddenly
ghe trembled from head. %o foot ard with a
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shriek ran aw 2y; as she ran, it seemed that
ahortly she aghin shrieked tearfully. 7

‘Ab Q, kneeling to the ‘blank wall, was also
bewildered; and therefore, impporting himself on
the empty board bench with beth hands, he
siowly stood up, realizin, that something must
have gone amiss. His heart, at the momsnat, in.
deed was palpitating after a fashion, Phoreugh-
iy frighiened, be stuck his pipe inlc his belt
-and thought of returning to his rice peunding,
There came a whirring sound; his head received
a heavy blew; and when he turned about, quick-
1y the Hsiu-t’sai stood malignanily befere bim
with a huge bambeo pole in his grasp.

“You sceundrel—you low—"

The stout bambeo was again directed down
upon his head. Ah @ ccvered his head with
both hands and the blow landed on his finger
joints, which amarted with exceeding great pain.
A he dashed qut of the kitchen daor, i}.seemed
4nat this back had also received a crack.

“Bad egg of a dark turtlel” cried the ¥sin-
F’sai in an oath, using Mandarin.

Ah Q retreated fo the rice-péunding.-room
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and stood there alone. - He still felt the pain in
his fingers and still remembered the “bad egg of
a dark. turtle,”” because the Weichuangites had
mnever spoken these Mandarin words, which were
used exclusively by the elite who were intimate
with officials. . Henee he was the more frighien-
ed, and the words were the more deeply imprint-
ed upon his mind.

But by this time, his thought of “woman®
had vanished, and affer he had been beaten and
rzvﬂed. it seemed as if the whole affair had
ended onee and for all. Accordingly, he exper-
ienced no anxiety and set his hands into motion
to pound the rice. Having pounded for a while,
he became warm, stopped, and took off his eoat.

Tt was which he was taking off his coat tha
he hesrd a very loud clamor from without. It
was Ah Q’s habil to take in excltmg events a,n&
80 he accordmgly ran out in the direction of the
voices. Following their sound, he gradually
made his way to the inmer port of the Chao
house. Although it was dusk, it was possible io
distinguish many people; the whole Chao house-
hold, including the mistress, “who had not
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touched rice for two days,” was among them, as
well as their neighbor, Tsch Chi-sac, and the
real relatives, Chao pajyen and Chao Szu-chen..

At this juncture, the young daughter-in-law
of $%8 house was dragging Amah Wu from one
of the rooms in the senvants quarters, saying-ail
4he while,

“Come out—there is no need to conceal
yourself in your room aud brood!”

Tsou Chi-sao added on. the gide, ¢ Who does-
n’t know that you are a good woman—under no
circumstance think of suicidel”’

‘Amah Wu~merely wept, letting out-a few
unintelligible words.

Ah Q thought to himseif: “Eh, how mter—
esting! I wonder what trifler has been firting’
with the youthful widew!” He wished-to inquirs
and moved over to Chao Szu-ch’6n’s side. At
that moment, he espied the cldest son of the
Chao family, dashing toward him and holding
in his hand the stout bimboo pole. On_ seeing
this bamboo, he suddenly sealized that he bad
Leen beaien by it and t{hat this excitement
appesred to have some goninection with himself.
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- 44
e turned about and ran, hoping to escape io.
‘the rice-pounding room, but, contrary to his ex-
pectation, the bamboo closed his avenue of retreat;
he therefore faced about and ran. Naturally
and smoothly he ran out of the rear deor and
without much effort entered T’uku Temple. ~

After Ah Q had sat for a while, the skin
about his capillary roots puffed up inte little
mounds; he felt cold. Although it was spring-
time, the weather was quite cool in the evenings -
=2nd it was not yet the proper time for going bare
to the waist. He then recalled that his eoat had
been left at the Chao household, but he greatly -
feared o go and get it, for he might encounter
the Hsiu-t’sai’s bamhoo. The ti-pac finally
arrived, saying: .

“Ah Q, you had feilow, you even make
Tight of the servanis of the Chao houschold and
are, without the lsast particle of deubt, & gross
violator of the law. You have made me losc 2
whole night®s sleep, you ragcall®

In this fashion he reprimanded Ah Q, who
naturally said nething. Tinally, because it was
night, Ah Q felt that he ought to reward the ti-
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pao for his trouble by presenting him with a
double amount, four hundred cash, for wine
money; but having no money on hand af the
moment, he gave his feli hat as security and
furthermore agreed to the five articles, which'
follow:

1. On the following day, a pair of
candles, weighing one cally each; and =
bundle of incense sticks are to be delivered
to the Chao househeld as an apology.

B 2. Abh Q is to pay for the expenses,
which the Chao household will incur by
inviting a Tacist priest to exorcise the evil
he has caused. -

8. Ah Q is never to set fool on the
Chao threshold.

4, If in the future, anything extra-
oréinary happens to Amah Wu, there ia
only Ah @ to answer for it.

E. Ah Q will nof be permitted fo obtain
his wages and clothes.

Ah Q paturally agreed to the demands, bul
it was regrettable that he had no money. For-
iunately, in the spring weather he could do
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without his cotton quilt, which he surrendered,
aleng with a pledge of twe thousand coppers.
when he agreed to the foregoing stipulations,
After he had kotowed and bent his maked body.
there were still a few cash left in his possession,
He did not redeem his falt hai, but drank down
all his money in wine. But the Chao family
by 1n6 means burned the incense or lighted the
candles, for the mistress of the house could use
them when she wo;cshipéd Buddha, and so they
were saved for that purpose, Most of the tatlered
o2t was made into dispers for the daughter-in-
law’s child, which was to be born. on the eighth
tnoon, and what little remained of the torn part
‘was made into shoe soles for Amah Wu.

CHAPTER V
Problems of Livelihood

After Ah Q had bewed, he returned to T*uku
‘Temple. The sun was sinking low, when by
_ degrees he come to the realization that there was
somethine sizanee about the werld. On think-
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ing over the matter serlously, he ﬁna.lly realized
“that the reason was his own bare shoulders.
Recalling that he still had his taitered lined
coat, he threw it over his body and lay down.
When he opened his eyes, the son had already
gilded the top of the wgst wall; he sat up,
mutlering unpleasantly.

- On rising, he sauntered about the streets as
in former iimes; and felt that there was some-
thing prinful about the strangeness of the
world, although the physical pain of his should-
ers was greater by far. It seemed that ever since
that eventful day, the women of Weichuang
had suddenly becqme shy; and ss soon as ihey
caught sight of Ah Q approaghing, one and all
of them would hide behind their respective
doors. The most exireme case was that of the
near pentagenarian Tson Chi-sao; who folidwed
ths others in confugen retread, at the same time
ca.llmg her eleven- yea.r-old daughter 1o got out
of ‘the way too. .Thinking the matter very
strange, Ah @ theught to pimself: “These Lour-
geiz women have sudderiv learned the manners
of gentie maidens, Cueatures of ill reputel®
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Several days later he again had”occasion to-
underatand that the world was strange because of
the following things which happened: First,
wine shops refused him credit; second, the old
xnan who leoked after T?uku Temple passed a few
slighting remarks as if telling him to leave;
third, he did not remember clearly how many"
days it was, but it was sufefy many days that
no one had come to call him to do on odd job.
If the wine shops refused him eredit, well, he
could enduare that; if-the old man insisted on his
leaving, a round of inconsequential chatier
would settle the matter; but it was not so with
the fact that ne one came to call him to do edd
jobs, beeause this made Ah Q’s siomach starve,
and that was on unusually terrible atate of
affairs. ‘

Unable to endure this last condition any
longer, Ah Q finally had to go to his former
employer’s house in order to make inquiry; if
was on the Chao therehold alene that he was not
allowed to set foot. But even those who aliowed
him entrance acted in a sirange manner; a man
never failed {o appear who wore 2 thoroughly
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annoyed expression on- his face, waving his
hand as he would to chase off a beggar, saying:

“No work, no work! Ge} out!® '

The more Ah Q pondered over these matters,
1the more puzzled he became, for, théught he to
himself, these families hive often needed my
help in the past; it cannot be that there is
suddenly nothing to do; without s doubt; there-
is somé&thing strange abput the ‘matter. Having
made- it his peint find out, he discovered thak
whenever there was something to be done, they
called Little Don. Little D was the son of an
impoverished family; he was thin and poer. He
' stood, in the eyes of Ah Q, even lower than
‘Wang-hu; but how was it to be known that in
‘the end Little D would have taken his rice bowl
. from him? Thus, the indignation which Ah @
felt was even more violent than it would have
been on ordinary occasions; and while he stroe
along and his rage was at its he1ght he suddenly
flung his arm upward and sang out,

“My hands will seize a steel whip to flox
you...” ) '

A few days later, he did finally encounter
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Little D in front of the spirit wall before<the
Chin houge, When ener:ies’ meet, their eyes
glitter more brightly, and thus Ah Q sirode up
10, the place where Little D stood.

“Beastl” shouted Ah Q, eying him with
angry eyes, while the spittle spurted from the
corner of hig lips.

“I am an insect; will that do?” whlm'oered
Little D.

The meek reply served only to-whet Ah Q’s
ive; but since there was mno steel whip in his
hand, the only thing thai remained for him to
do was to rush upon Litfle D He put out his
hand to seize Little D’s queue. But Litile D
.held onte and protected the roots of his queue
‘with one hand and grasped Ah Q’s queue with
the other, while Ah Q used his free hand to hold
and protect the roots of his own queue. In
times past, according to Ah Q’s own judgment,
Litile D had been no maich for him; but having
suﬂ'ered from hunger of late, Ah @ was now thin
and poor as Little D; consequently, a condition
of equality was established, ' Four haiifls tugged
away at two aqueues: walsts were bent. which



RS MIETHEWES - AR TE - BERMS
e H—RECHNTE » BETFEEZAT o

F3RT 3307 | ] BroAFE » iR o
[+ 37 | § Beg AEER » TSR EE - B8

5 BRAFH o
ATRILTIATES o P QS » AD ERSS 5
A 3 ADESSH - MQUEERSS » LA o K
"R - I A B - TR - K
2 A — AR RENEE - W R
¥ FQWFHRT » ER—FE > 4D OTFHE

T » PR » RN » BMEARE .



+HE TRUE STORY QF AH Q o

reflected for & full half hour—a blue rainbow-
shaped shadow on the whilewashed wall of the
Chin house, ,

“That will de, that will do,”” ‘onloockers com-
mented, as if persuading them to make peace,

“Fine, finel” spectators exelaimed, as they
crowded around. And it was not clear whether..
they were offering praice or merely adding fuel
to the five,

But it any case our gladiators heard nothing.
‘When Ah Q advanced three steps, Little D
withdrew three and stood still; when Little D
advangced three steps, Ah.Q walked back three,
and also stood still. This must have continued
foif half an hour—Weichuang seldom possessed
an alarma clock, so itis very difficult to say with
accuracy; purhaps it was {wenty minutes—but
when, their hair steamIng with perspiration and
their forcheads streaming with sweat, Ah Q
relazed his hold, at the selfsame moment Litile
D’s hands relaxed theirs. So they had started at
the samé iime-and had separated at the same
time. They pushed thelr way out of the
-erowd. '
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“Remember this, your—"’ spuried Ah Q,

:l;u;rmng back his~hegad.:

“You—remember this and it will be all
§1ght,{? sputtered thtle D also-furming back his
*head.

: It seemed thal this fuxrious fray belween
dragon and tiger bad ended in neither victory
zor defeat. It i®noi known whether the onlook-
ers were satisfied with the performance, for there
was not much diseussior , about the ma,tter.
ilewever, the fact remained that na one came to
azk Ah Q fo do odd jobs. :

. On a very balmy day, when the soft hreezs
was flattering about with a suggestion of summer’
in its breath, Ah Q felt chilly, but a little chill
could be endured; the foremosts trouble was his
hunger. .. His padded quils, felt hat, and cotton
coat, he had not had for some time; his next step
was to sell his cotton jocked. - At present, he
still ewned a pair of trousers, which under mno
cireumstaneces could be dispensed with. . -He had-.

.a shork and tattered -litted coat, which, other
than o give away for making shoe seles, was
telally worthless and-surely would bring no
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money. He hadearly thought of chaneing upon

a certain sum of money on the road, but up to

the present had been mone. He had thought of
suddenly finding a eertain sum of money in his-
tumble-dewn. house and turned his bewildered:
eyes in all directions, only o find at one glance

that the rcom was empty. He therefore decided
to go abroad to seek hig livelihood. "

As he walked along the read, intemt upon
this purpose, he canght sight of the familiar
wine shop and the familiar buns, but on he
went. Not only did he not stop a second, but he
~ did ot even think ¢f doing 85, What he so{ighi;
was not these things; what he really sought he
himself did not know.

It did not take leng to walk the entire length
of Weichuang, which' was ‘not a large village
most of the land ouiside the village was used' as.
watery patches for paddy fields, and everywhere
the eye was greeted with the teénder green of
young grain shoots, which inclosed a few anim-
" ated rournd black dots; these were the farmers at
their foil. But Ah Q, having no appreciation
for the joys of the farmer, merely strode along.
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He sensed at once that this scene and his
road to a -livelihood were tao far-divergent
ﬂnngs

Finally he reached the wall of the-Temple
of Quiet Self-Img*u'ement The femple . was
entirely surrounded by watery: fields, its shite-
washed Wa.lls sianding out sharply amid the
Foung verdure Wlthm_ the earthen wall-and to
the rear was & vegeia.ble garden. He hesiinied
for a-prief second; then -afler momng about in
21l directions and seeing that no éne’ wal nsar,
be sc:ambled up the lsw werll, holding cnto a
vine.  The mid wall ghve Wa.y with a rustling
saund, his feet trembled and graied against his
- insecure beld, bul in the end he mamaged fo
grasp the limb of a mulbelry iree and j jump into
the inelosure. The area within was one masg. of
green, but it ssemed as if nothing like’ yeﬁow
wide or a bun was at hand, or anything else that
‘was edible. Toward the west wall was a hamboo
grove; many sheots protru&ed above the ground,
but it was regretiable that they. were as yet
uncooked.® Besides this, there was rape, which
thad long ago gone to seed; the brassica was about
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to put forth iis blossoms for seed; the -small
cabbage was very tough.

- Ah G felt as resentful'as a scholar who has
been treated unjustly in his examinatiens; but
sauntering to the garden door, he was suddenly
filled with a violent commingling of surprise
and joy, for there before him, without a- doubt,
wasd 8, pa.ich of turnips. He accordingly stooped
down and began rooting some up. Out from
behind the deor was suddenly thrust a surpri-
singly rcund head, which was srtaightway with-
" drawn; that certamly was the little nun.. Ah Q
Jooked upen her and her kind a3 the IoWest of

the low; but since there are times in this world
when ope cannot do as he pleases, he represse&
his desize to open hostilities and hurriedly rooted
up four turnips. After breaking off their
leaves, he-stuffed them indo his jacket. By this
time an elderly nun had come out.

“O-mi:to Fu, Ab Qy why baye you climbed
into this’ ga.rden snd stolen turnips?—Eyeyabh,
wha.t 2 sin-oh me-o-mi-to Ful”

«Now T 8hould like to know when I eVer
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glimbed into your garden and- stole - turmps,
mocked 'Ah Q, looking 2t her as he ran.

_“Tan’t that just whit you are deing. ..now”
asked the elderly nun, pointing at his rolled-up
coat, '

“Are the turnips yours? Can you make
them dnswer yout Yous>*

He had not completed the senisnce when
with big sirides he dashed away. A huge and
very fat black deg ran at him. This dog had
been at the front door and it was quite inex-
plainable how he had reached. the-rear garden.
He growled as he made pursuit snd was about to
take a mouthful of Ah Q%3 thigh when, by good
fortune, from his bundled-up coat fell a turaip,
which frightened the dog. He halted momeni-
arily an in an instant Abh Q had serambled up
" the mulbeuy tree, scaled the wall, and fallen,,
man and turnips, outside the wall.” The black
doz remsined barking alone by the mulberry
irge. . The elderly nun was repeating Ken Q-mi-~
to Fu’s. '

Fearing that she would again let the dog
out upon him, he picked up the turnivt and ran
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on. As he sped on, he pxcked up a few stones;
" but gince the black dog did not appear again,
AhQ tossed them away; and, eating the turnips
as he walked along, he ‘thought to- ‘himself,
“There is nothing to be found here; I may as
well go to town—

- And so by the time he had devoured the
three turnips, he had made up his mind to go to0
the city, where he remained for some tlme,
passing through some unusual experiences.

CHAPTER VI
Hﬁs Rise and Fall

The next time Weichuang saw Ah Q, it was
just past the midantumn .of the year. On
spesking of Ah Q’s réturn, the peeple were
a.s’oemshed and wonld review the past say:ng,
<«Where has he been heretofore?” When abeut
to go to the city ort former occasions Ah Q had
enthusmtlcally told ethers about it, but it was
net so on this cceasion; the:efore, no one.had -
-paid any atlention to his going. He may -heve
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informed the old man who took charge of T uku

Temple, but according to the old customs of

Weichuang, only the departure of the Venerable
Messrs. Chao and Chin and the Hsiu-t’sai would

cansiifute an eveni worth mentioning. If the

“False Foreigner” wers not worthy of consider-

ation, whai then of Ah QY -Thus, the old man

would not have spread the report for him, and

so the inhabitants of Weichuang would have

had no means of knowing about this particular.
visit,

But on this occasion Ah Q’s return was
vestly different from those in the past and was,
in truth, worthy oi the astonisnment it caused.
The heavens had just begun to darken when he,
seeing indistinetly before him, appeared before
the door of the wine shop. Appreaching the
counter, he thrust out from his loins a bandful
of silver and covpers, which he tossed upon ihe
counter, saying, “Cash, bring on the wine!”
He wore a mew lined kaed while {rom hig
loins hung a large purse, which witix its great
weight sagged his trouser-string into a very
sharp loop. Weichuang, a newcomer o impas-
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ing appearance was to be treated with respect
rather than with disdain; and in this present
case, although it was obvious that this was Ah
Q, stiil, because of the slight difference from
‘the Ah Q of the tattered jacket—the Ancients
say: “When a scholar has been absent from his
village for three days, he is treated with increas-
ed honor”—the waiters, the cashier, the patrous,
and the passers—by unconsciously revealed a
kind of respect commingled with suspicion.
The cashies firs} nodded his head and followed
“the not with the words:

“Hello, Ah Q. You’ve come back?”

“I’ve come back!”

"‘C ood fortune, good foiture! You’ve been—?

“—in the eity}’

On the following day, this bit of news had
spread throughout the entire length of Wei-
chuang. Every one was anxious to know  usi
how Ab Q, with his ready cash and new lined
jacket, had attained his prosperity. So it came
about that in the wine shop, 1n the tea shop,
and in the temples, there were stealthy and
etzer cars which gradually gathered the news.
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The result was that Ah Q attained & new staius
of respect and admiration.

According to his own accounis, he had been
employed in the household of Chu-jen Lao-yeh,
which part of the narrative filled his listeners
with awe. This Lao-yeh’s surnams was originals
47 pai, but, due o the fact thai the whole city:
contained only ¢mne Chu-jen, it accordingly
came about that his surname was not added o
hig title. Whenevoer Chu-jen Lao-yeh was men-
tioned, he alone was the person referred to. It
was not as if this condition held true merely for
& place the size of Weichuang, but it held good
for a region within = radius of one hundred i,
where the people almost believed that his name
actually was Chu-jen Lao-yeh. -Now a person
in the employ of such a household ought to in-~
spire respect, but according to Ah Q’s further
accounts, he no longer deigned to hold this posi-
tion becauss this Chu-jen Lao-yah was really
too hateful. = This part of the {ale caused his
bearers to sigh with sympathy, but secretly
made them feel glad bgeause Ah Q was unfitted
to help in the household of Chu-jen Lao-yeh:
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but the fact that Ah Q did not help his empleyer
was to be pitied.

It seemed, acconding fo the account given
by Ah Q, that the reason for his return was due
to his dislike of unbams because they called a
long bench a tias bench and because they used
finely shredded scullion as a garnish for fried
fish; and added to ihis, the latest fault he dis-
covered was that the women did not sway at all
gracefully in their walking. Bui more than
that,” he had feund |still another reason which
demanded great respect of him; to wit while the
villagers of Weichuang played with thirly-two
bamboo dominoes and only the “False Foreigner”
could play mah jong, even the street urchins in
the city could play mab-jong with exceeding
great skill, and it would eonly be necessary te
place the “False Foreigner” in the hands of
these “clark turtles” and he would straight way
‘become the humble shade abasing itself bufore
the king of hades. This part of the tale also
made his hearers blush. .

“Have you folks ever seen a decapitation
Ah Q asked. ““Whese, its & fine sight... 1 rghi-

?”
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ering the Revolutionists. Whee an interesiing
gighi, a grand one . ..,” he would coniinue, hia
head awaying about while the spitile from his
mouth ‘spra,yed acrogs to the check of Chao Szu-
ch’en who was directly epposite him. This part
of the account filled his auditors with trembling.
Gazing about, Ah Q had suddenly 1ift his right
hand when he beheld Wang-hu, who, completely
mesmerized by his interest in the iole had
stretched forward his neck. Ab Q siraight-way
let his hand down upon the curve of Wang-hu’s
neck and eried “Futtt® )

Wang-hu jumped with alarm; withdrew his
neck with the speed of lightning or fliut; even
the other listeners shivered with delight. Wang-
hu remained bewildered for some days; and
furthermore never again dared to come near Ah
Q. Others acted likewise.

In regard to the positien occupied by Ah Q
in the eyes of the Weichuangitcs at this time
although we dared mnot say that his position
surpassed that of the Venerable Mr. Chao, stili
we must coniess that this was about the siate of
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affairs. Roughly speaking, we have not made
much of a missiatement.

It was not long before Ah Q’s great name
was eonveyed into the privaie apartments of the
fair gsex of Weichuang. Although in Wei-
chuang there were only iwo large households,.
namely, those of Chin and Chao, and aside from
these, nine cul of ten were poor homds, siiil,
women’s apariments are, in the end, women’s
apartments; consequently, this affair may be
considered a matier extra-ordinary. On meet-
ing, women would say: “Tsou Chi-sac bought =
blue silk skirt from Ah Q; although it had beoen
worn, yet, it only cost ninely cents. Then,
there was the mother of Chao Paiyeng—seme
pne said it was Chao Szu-chen’s mother, bué
this is subject to further investigation—pur-
cl:0% ’ed a child’s suit of red foreizgn cloth, seven-
te°th uaw, for the small sum of three hundred
oppe:s ‘md mnety-t*vo cash.” They would
therefore peer ‘abent for Ah Q with longing eyes.
Those who need silk gkiris with to ask him to
sell them silk skiris; tho,;e who wanted garments
of foreign cloth. Not only did they no longer
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evade him, but there were times when he had
already passed by that they would run ca.lli—ng
after him as they asked:

“Ah Q, have you still some sﬂk gkirts or
not? - We need garments; have you any?”’-

Tt afterwards came abgsut that this bit of
news ones, because, in her happy satisfaction,
Teou Chi-sac had taken ker silk skirt to Mrs.
Chao’s for inspection. Mrs. Chao spoke of the
matter to her husband, the Venerable Mr.. Chao,
and put in & word of prais:. Furthermore, at
the dinner table, the Venerable Mr. Chao held a
:diseussion with his eldest son, the Heiu-t sai, in
which he intimated that there was something
mysterious about Ak § add added that they
should be careful to keep their doors and wins
‘dowg looked. Yet, with all that, they wondered
whether he still had any more goods for sale;
perkaps, there might be something good leli
over; and what was. more, Mrs. Chao was just.
thinking of purchasing a high quality and low-
-priced fur vest. Having held a coungil, the
3'fa.mﬂy, therefore, immediately sent Tsou Chi-
sn0 to seek Ah Q; and for this reas>n brought
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into effect for the first {ime the third new ex-
ception to an established rule; namely; that on
this evening; it would be permissible to ligot the

lamps.

Not 2 little lamp oil had been burnad, but
still Ah Q had nof arrived, all the female men-
bers of the Chao household were very impatient
and kept yawning, some complaining that Ah Q
was too changeable, others angry that Tseu Chi-
820 had not taken her mission seriously. Mrs.
Chao feared that Ah Q Gid not dare to come on
account of the agreements he had made in the
sping, but the Venerable Mr. Chao considered
this no reason for worry because, in this instan-
ce, as he said “I sent for him.” In the end,
the Venerable Mr. Chao’s wide experiones proved
him an unerring judge, for Ah Q eventually
Game, following Tsou Chi-sao.

“He just says, I have no more, have no
more. I told him, you had better go tell them
yourself, but he still would insist on asying, I
say . ..” gasped Taou Chi-sas as she ran in.

“Vencrable 8ir!” murmured Ak Q, sicming
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{0 smile and yet not: sm.umg, as ne swod under
the eaves.

-“Ah Q, we’ve heard that you’ve made g for«
ture yonder,” began the" Venersfqle :Mz. Cheo,
walking out and eying the newcomer from head
te foot. ““Very fine, indeed, very fine. This...
We have heard that you have same old goods . .,
We shoulg like you to bring them te show as.
There is no other reasen for this request excep'k
ing we want...” '

“I have already told Tsou Chi-sao that all
has been sold.”

“Soid out?”” The Venerable Mr. Chuo voice
dropped unconsciously in disappointment as he
went on, “How could your goods have been sold
out so quickly?”’.

“The things, which belonged to my friend.
were not many in- the first place. Others have
purchased more or less and . .

“But even go, there should be something
left.”

““A% present there 1s a door curtain left.”

“Then, bring along the door curtain.”
muttered Mr. Chao in her confusion.
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«1p 20 D go 4o bring iR bimorrow,” thé
Venerable Mr Chao weakly in} aed. #Hereaftor,
Ah Q, should you ever have aﬁythmg Wha.tsc-
ever, you may bring # to show as first .

“And the prices Wé will offer will in ’ nowisé
be lower than those oi;fek‘s would give,” added

the Hgiu-t sai. The *wne of the Hsiu-t-sal,
glanced anxiously at Ah Qs cheek to see wheth-
er he would be influenced or not.

“ILneed a fur vest,’” murmured.Mrs. Chas
plaintively.

‘Although Ah Q promised to do what he
could Tor them, he walked out lazily and indif+
ferently and it could not be ascertained whether
he had taken the matter serlously or nol: This
coused the Venerable Mr. Chao te lose all hope;
and so intense was his chagrin and anger that
they pui a stop to- hiy -yawning. - - So-highly
displeased was the Hisiu-t sai with Ah @’s atti-
tude toward them that he accordingly said, “We
rnhould take- protectiya measures against thai
‘had egg of a dark turtle; perhans theré i8 fio=
thing so good as to tell the ti-pao not to permit
‘bim-fo Hive in Weichuang.?” Bui the Yenerable
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Mr. Gf, 2,0 did not agree wiih him, explaining
tna.t.x he feared- sueh nctiom might maké ab
nemys; furﬁhelmme, that one who was ““in the
usiness™ most hkely would not steal in his
netive haunts, just aag the ﬂagle ‘does- ot eat the
things in its own nest, that the village need not
WOTLY, . and that a litile, Wa.tchfulness and pre-
caution at mght would b€ all that.was neces-
sary. Having listened to his father’s advice,
the Heiv-tgai fell intb he:.fty dgreement. with
the idea and immediately put away the inten-
tion. of drlvmg Abh Q AWAY, MOTEOYer, he s{rmﬂy
warned, Taou Chi-sas hid her:blue ‘skirt dyed
black, and also spread abroad the suspicion
;Whlch hove::ed about Ah Q- vAlt}m?ugh 9&1& &1&
actua,lly mention the bact- that the Hslu-g sat
wa.nted to drive him away, still, w}w"
vay . had-a most- unfaversble: aﬁ'ec, g uial Q.
Tirst of all, ‘the tl-pa,o came to his deor and tosk
away the curtaing When Ah Q expiained that-
Mys: Chao wanted 1o see theps the ti-pad did bab
return them, but furthermore demanded a cer-
tain sum of meney each month as a prescmt.
Next; the aviesome respect of the villagers unded-
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went a sudden change. Although they did not
dare to make light of him, they seemed to avoid
him assiduously, and this attit—“tutt>® bore a
marked difference and was mixzed with a savor
of “raspect at a distance.” One group remained
‘who still persisted in hounding Ah Q’S affairs to
the very depths. But Ah Q made no atiempt
“whatsoever to conceal his past, and proudly told
of his experiences without reserve, Thereafter,
they know that he was only an inconsequential
member of a thieving gang, who was not only
unable to seale s wall but could not even enter’
an opening, - merely sta.ndlng at the entrance
to reccive the goods. Tt was on a certain
evening when he had just received -a package.
and his robber lieutenant had gone in again
that he heard: loud clamors: from within, and
dashed away with all speed. He crept out of
‘town bafore the n{rrht had passed, and eseaped:
back ta Welc‘ma,ng Henceforth, he did not
Gare to- retusni-to the: -work again. This story,
bowever, had - even more of an unfayorable effect
upon Ah Q’s reputation. As for the vﬂlagers
stiitude of “respect st a derianee.” they fenzed
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first of all lest they incur his enemity. tHow was
it to be known that he was a thief who did
:;mt ‘dare o stea,l ag&m’? He was, i ruth,
uanworthy of being feared.

CHAPTER VII

" The Revolittion
, On the fourieenth day of the ninth moon of
“the third year.of the -enipergr Hstan Tung—on
the same dzy that Al Q had scld Chao Pai-yen
the purse—afier three strokes of the watchman’s
drum, a large d‘a,rk~sal}:9d shlp reached the ¢ bao
houscheld’s 1andln0' pla.qe Through the lnky
darkness while the villagers slumbsred and knew
nothing, this beat came rowing- in: - Pawn had
-almost arrived when 14 left; and so few people
saw it. But stealthy mvest;.ga.’gmn resulied in
the éiécbvery that it was ‘Chrii-jen Lao-yeh’s ship!
. The shlp ca.used a greal deal of e.nx1ety in
Wem]iuiﬁg bhd H ards Tt yet tiosn' when- the
hearts of the whole village were disturbed. As
forithio ships misdign, that was'kept very secret
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by the Chaes; but.in the tea shaps and in the
wine shops, it was rumored that rebels were
advancing upofz the city and that Chu-Jen Lao-
yeh had come to their village to take refuge.
‘Tsou Ch‘i-sao, however, did not agree with this
rumor and maintained the Chii-jen Lae-yeh
wishéd to store a-few battered clothes boxes, which
the Venerable Mr. Chao hdad turned back. The
truth was that Chu—]en Lao-yeh and-Chao Hsiu-
1%-gai had not been on good terms in the past and
they could not in all reason have had a mutual
desire to share esch other’s misfortunés! More-
over, Tesou Chfi-sao, being a neighbor of the Chao
family, was close at hand to see and hear. all
‘that took place; so the situation, generally
'speaking, ought to have been as she ex_pla.med it..
- -Nevertheless, ‘rumor spread apace: it was
said that although it did not appear as if Chii-
jen Lao-yeh had come -in- peréon, sfill o’ Iong
letter had arrived, esta.bhshmg an indirect rela-
tionship with the Chao family. So,,after turn-
ing the matter over and over in his mind; the
Venerable Mr. Chao come to the eonclusion that
the hinisclf could impur no, Harii aund had the
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boxes received in the house.. - Eor the time being
the boxes were stuffed under Mr. Chao’s bed.
As for the Revolutionists, 1t was said that' they
had advanced om the city g on thaj- very mgh@, all
wearing whﬂe helmets and white armor, as
mourning for the Emperor Gh’ung Cheng,

As @F ears had lemg’ “heard the Phrase,
“Revolutlona,ry Party,” and this year he had
witnessed with his own eyes the decapitation of
various miembers of the party; but it is not quite
clear whence he got the idea that the Revolu-
tionary paify was rebelling! and that this rebel-
lion had evil consequences for himself; yet ifi
was in accordance with this idea that in times
past, he had-deeply hated and absolutely cut
himsgelf off from the movemenf. But how was
it to be known that thig party could frighten
the one hundred li renowned Chii-jen Lso-yah?
Consequenﬂy, ke could not escape an inspira-
'tmn, vhile: besides;- the'® great fesr ‘which this.
party had caused among the men and women of
Welchaarg flled AN Q with, delight,

“Revolution is good as it is,” thought Ah
Q. “Cul off the lives of the wliole village; they
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are too h;a.teful ‘too hateful....As for me, [ am
determmed 10 join the ra,nks of the Revo‘utmn-
ists.”

. Of late, Ah Q’s existence had experienced
gome hard knocks; and in general he was rather
dissatified; added to this, during the afiernocon
he had gulped down two bowls of wine upon on
empty stomach and had immediately -become
intoxicated. So, walking along, he pondered on
this matter. e seemed once more o be soaring
on airy piniomns, and without so much as know-
ing how it happened, it appeared that the Revo-
lutiopary party was HIMSELF -and -{hat all
Weichuang were his captives. Inh his excessive
elation, he could not refrain from shouting: * -

“Revnluhon, revolutmn!”

The 'Wemhua.ngltes stared at him with
startled eyes and with peculiar pitying glances,
which Ah Q had never ohsexved in the past. As
soon as he noticed these glances, he was made to
feel as comforiable 23 one ‘drinking ice water.in
July. And so he felt blithe and merry and kept
ashouting as he walked along:
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“Good - . T will do jgst as I please, I will
like whom T please ... "’ |

“Tuck; tuck, clang, clang!

“I regret that I have ... while drunken,
hacked brother Cheng hy mistake.

I regret that I have. .. Ha, ha, ha,

¢ Tuck, tuck, clang, clang, ‘tuck, chang,
ling, chang!

“My hand will seize a meta.l whip is flog
you.?.

The two men of the ‘Chas family, along

~with two other relatives, happened fo be stand-
ing before the large; oor, d‘lscussmg the Revolu-
tion, Ah.Q dld not see them, out saﬂe& pa:st
head high and singing: “Tuck . '

‘“Fenerable Q,” nervausly calle& the Vener-
able Mr. Chaoin a low voice.

“Cha.ng, cla.ng,” continued Ah Q,noirdream-
ing that ths word “venera.ble” could éver be
connected with hli} own nqme, rega.rdmg it a5 an

" alien word that had nochmg 1o do with himself,
‘He mevely kept singing, “Tuck, chang, chang,
ling, chang, cha,ng!”

“Veonsrable Q.-
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“1 regret that I have.
. *Ab QI shouted the Hmuet?sai, wue wam

Fnally obliged to call him directly by his nsime.

It was then that Ah Q stopped and, puliing
his fiead to one side, asked, “What is it?
“Venerable Q.. .at present .. . ,” the vener-
able Mr. Chao did not finish, A} pregent...
are you doing well?*’ : -
“Am T doing well? Naturally...I do what
please me . ?

. “Brother Q...you need not mind poor
frdends like us . .,” added Chao Pai-jen em-
Barcassed and as if feeling for information® con-
oeraing the policies of the Revolutionary pariy.
. *Poer friends? 'Why, you are much weal
$hier than I!* said Ah Q, walking away. "

All concerned were-’disappointed and’ re-
mained silent. The Venerable Mr Chao and

‘ lnsiqn returned to their home and sat in con~

- #ultation until -the hour for lamp lighting.

‘When® Chao Paiyen returned fo his home, he

ook the purse from his waist ani gave it {0 his

wife to place at the bottom of a box.
‘Maving soared on pinions of elation for some



s CWNE &

BT o B K EREST b R - B
% FIQEMBIE TR Wz RET—%
P A D S A R RHB R BRI B D
BT MR M ETH T A BRI
B XD RS » 40 B BT 3 s

LER P E# > oo KT MRS B AT RES
R BREEHLTT BUHE ~ TR ~ RS SRR T~

RS R BRE [PIQ  MEREL T

R

T SBRFFAE - T AR P TF R



THE TRUE_STORY OF 'AH Q a1

A crpuae

fime, Ah 'Q returned 1o Tuku Temple, he had
hyf;hls time alvealy completely recovered from
his ibtoxication, On this’ particular- evemng,
ﬁe old man ik sharge of T’uku Temple was
mmusually benign-and Tequested him. to have
mome ted. Ah Q even -asked him for twe cakes
“mnd after eatmg them, took a-candle holder and
apa,rtmlly ufed four-ounce ¢andle. The last he
Rook home, lighted, and lay down utterly alome
in his'little room. He could noi express the
Jovous novelty that he felt. Ths candle fame
_sparkled and danced as'if it were New Veai’s
Bve. His musings mountad with animated pace
after this fashion:
~ “Revoit! * Tiow interesting .. . aleng well
come the Revolutienar ¥ party, clad in white
helms< and white ar mos, holdmg flat knives,
mefal flails, bombs, fo »eign gung, three-pointed
snd doubleedg d knives, an.l spears with hoops.
Thev will past T>uku Temple; .ca.l]mg, Ah §,
oeme with us;. comg mt}' us! Thus I will go
ﬂpng with them .

Then, how Iaug‘ha.ble the whole burch of
Weichuangites, men and wome en, will be, kneel-
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s

ing and bes:eching, ‘Spare our lives, Ab-Q!* And
who will listen to them! The first to deserve
death are little Dand the Venerable Mx. Chsao,
also the Heiu-'sai aud the “Talse Foreigner™

will I spa.re I few lives? Wang-hu mlght ba,
saved . . . but even he is'net wanted.

“Creature . . . go and open that box at once
silver ingots, foreign coins, foreign cloth
first of all move the Hsiu-isai’s wife’s Ningpo
hied to- T°uku Temble; besides, bring along the
_ chairs and tables of the Chif family . ..Perhaps,
those of the Chao family willde. I myself will
not lift a hand; I will erder Little D must be
spry, if he deesn’t I will give him a smack on
the mouth.

“Gha.o Sze-ch’en’s younger sister ig very un-
sightly. Tsou Ohi-sao’s daughter will come in
for congideration a few years later. The “False
Forsigner’s wife is a bad women to share the
eonwuunial couth of & queueless man. The Hsiu-
tsai’s wife has scars on her eyelids. T will
hever Jook upon Amah Wu again and I do ned
Jknow where she is . . . alas, her feet are too big.”

Ah Q had not thought out his plans {o Shely
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concfualon when he had begun {o snore. . The
feur-cunce candle had burned away only a bit
more than, balf an inch; and the sparkling red
flames lighted-his gaping mouth.

- . ““Hey, nol”’ A]a Q aud&enly exclaimed. He
lifted his head in bewilderment, gazing distract-
edly, about. But by the time his eyes fell on
the four-ounce candle, his head had drooped and’
he was lost in sleep again. -

On the following day, he got up very late;
and on going out to the street, he noticed that
‘everything was the “same as. it had been in the
© past. He eventaa.llv beeamie hungry and began
o think but could think of nothing special.
However, he s1mdenly seemed {o have made up
his mind and slowly lengthened hix gtride, dnd
whether purposeful or without purpose, he
arrived at the Témple of Quict Self-Improve-
ment,

The temple itaelfy with its white walls and
black Tacquer door, was as quiet as a spring day.
He thought for a moment and went forward to
kncek at the door. A dog barked from within.
He quickly snathed up a few fragments.of bricks
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iand returned, exerting himself %o throw the
stones at the door until it became scarred as if it
rwere filled with pockmarks. It was then that he
heard some one opening the door, '

- Ab Q qguickly scized a few fragments of
bricks and stood with legb apart in prepara.tlon
to open war upon ihe black dog; but the temple
door had only opened a crack and no black dog
dashed out through it. When he loscked, he saw
that only an old nun was there.

. “And why you coms &g&_iri‘?” she cried,
thoronghly frightened. ,

“Revolt ..has been effecied...do you
know i$?” Ah Q muttered indistinetly:

“Revolt, revolt, there has bsen one revolt
t+ + » and-if you mean to keep revolting, what will
‘our condition b2%”’ comtinued the old nun, her
?eyes turning red with tears.

$¢What?*> asked Ah Q in sarprise.

“Don’t you know that cthess have already

some and revolied t”’

“Who?’* asked Ah Q. all the more surprised.
“The Hsiu-t’sai and the False Foreigner.”
This was the last thing that Ah Q could
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have exPected and he was struck w1ta M AZE-
ment.”” When-the old" nun saw that his feraper
had abated, she swiftly clesed the door. Ah Q
pushed it a.gs.jn; was unable to open it, but after
knocking- repeatedly,there was still no answer.
~ This took place in the forencon. Chao was
_skilled in obtaining fresh news and a.s scon as he
knew that the Revolutionary praty had entered
‘the eity in the night; he wouind hig queus about
. his head and made on early call upon the _not-to-
‘ba-associated=with Chin “*False Forcigner.” Since
this Was the tima for begmmng everyth'mg over
‘1mmed1a,+ely 6zscovered the selfsa,me a.mbltlons,
and decided {o join ths Rcvolutlona,ry movement
together. After they had pondered the matter over
and over again, they recalled that in the Temple
“of Quiets Sdr Improvement there was an im-
perial tablet, ‘zxscnbad; “Ten thousand years for
‘the Emperor, Ten thousand years,” which ought
o be do;na away with quickly; therefore, they
went t6 the temple to attest their sthnd with the
‘Revolutionary movement. Because the old nun

offeraq resigimnee io-thelt intentitnt, they clkmied
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_her with-the Manchu govenment, and gave her
several cuffs on the head with cane and knuckle.
The old nun steadied herself as she waifed until
* they had left and then came oul to examine the
tablet; but naturally the dragon fablet had been
broken to fragments and lay on the ground. The
Hsitah-te censor before th s}:rme of Kwan Yin
‘wae also nowhere to be seen.

These facts Ah Q ledrned afterwards. He
regretted somewhat that he had been asleep and
blamed them very much for not coming to
- invite him.

~ He withdrew = siep and said, “Can. it really
be that _Shey do not know that I have already
Jomed the ranks of the Re olutionary party?”

CHAPTER| VIII
Barred From The Revolution Party

Each day brought more - peace to the hearts
of the people of Weichuang., ~ From the mews
#hat was brought to them, they understood thai
althoweh the Revolutsonisie had entered the city -
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there was no great change in the tenor of things.
The " Chih-hsien-ta-lao-yeh - still remained the
same official, the name of the office having merely
been changed to “such and such’ an office.
Moreover, Chii-jen Lao-yeh had become some sor
of official.  The Weichuangites were unfamiliar
with these iitles and names ofoffice. The same
old captain still led the soldiers. However, there
was one fearful ecircumstance; namely,  that
_within the ranks of the Revolutionary party were
8 few bad men who caused trouble and whe on
the day following began to cut.off peoples’
queues by force. Tt wasrumored that the boat-
man, Seven. Catlies, of the neighbering village,
bad had his queue clipped off by these men and
had been so “mussed up®® that he no Ionger looked
like a human being. But this was ne maiter of
dread for the inhabitants of Weichuang, who
seldom weit to the city; and if it happened that
any of them should decide to go to town, they.
would change their plans at once and so would:
oid running sueh a risk. :Ah Q ha,d intended
to call on some old friends in the “eity, but as,
soon as h: heard this bit of news, he dismissed
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‘his intention without muech ado.

However, it ca,nnot be said that there wasno
-change in Welehuancv‘ A few days later, those
who wrapped their queues about their he%s
gradua,lly increased in number. ‘It has a.lreaqv
been stated that first to do so n%tu“ally was the
Hsiu-tsai Rung; after }:nm, Chao-Szu-ch®n and.
Chao Pai-yen; th n.. Ah Q Nowz if it h@d bean.
summer, - it would net have been unusuxnl -for
every one to wrap his queue about his head or tie

2

it into & knot, but it this pamlcular time, it = 7
near the” end of autumn and, therefore, ? les{'
carrying on+ of a summer praetme in a.utui e
cannot be denied to have been a very: w.se
decision on the part of ‘those who wrappSdi
their gueunes sbout their heads; and as far os
‘Weichuang vial ‘eancerned, it cannot be sgid to
have had no coxrnection with the Ravolution.
When Chao Szn.eh‘en came along, with the
back of his head not wrapped with the customary
_queue, those who saw him would say, “Hey, &
Revolutionist is comirg!®
+ Ah. Q, on. hearing this, was f'¢, with
adm.ha.tlo_x, although he had long heard the greag
news of the Heiu-t%ai’s’® wrapoing his gquous
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about his head, still, in the end/it had never
occuired to him $hat he might do the same; but
when he saw that ‘Chao-Szu-ch'ed had followed
suit, the idea of imitation oceurr ¥ 6 him and he
made up his mz’im to°de the gime: He used a
bamboae eho-:stmk to iwist his qusue upon hig
head, and fute*r hesﬁ;a,tlng for a long time, found
the courage to go out,
As he walked along the street, however, thege
- who saw him made no comment. Afthe baginn-
ing, Ah Q was very at ease and later was filled
with resentment. - He had,of late been losing
his temper very easily, but as a msiter of
fact his livelihood was in about the same
condition as i had been before the Revolu-
tion. On seeing him, people were preme to
courteous formality; the stores did mnot ask for
cash payments; but Ah Q considered that thia
was too much of o disappoiniment because, after
the Revolution had iaken placs, thinzs sheuld
‘not have bze done in this manner,
* Furthermora, once when he espled Liltle D,
his anger nearly burat his belly, Feor Little D
had wrappad his quene upon the toy of his head



164 M QB

I Sy - Ty = l A

sER | D BT 2 AR AR > 8
WHERE R FRRET o FHANREED -
BHESILE TERAT » MPRHEDRNSR
BURTHET » BRBEWRNL—DRRE ¢

I®Ly

EREE ERENRE—BEFAT cERY
AUBERFFETORE © BERTHEER
wvéﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁwﬁﬁ’mﬂﬁﬁ*mTomﬁ?

— g} [ R ] 0E o FERER T LR - A



THE 'TRUE STORY OF AH Q 1667

and, what was more, had actua.lly used 2 bamboo!
'chcpstlck to do it! It had neven occurred {0 Ah Q
that Little D would mve had the eourage to do
such a thing, snd he made up his niind not to
suffer il What sort of creature was Little D,
anyway? He Very,much desired to seize him at
oncee, break i up the bamboo chopstick, 1ef. dowm:
his queue, and give him 2 few slaps on the mouth
in the bargain, merely o punish him for férgett-
ing his humble birth and destiny and for having.
the andacity to be guillty of the offense of
becoming a Revelutionist. Buf in theend, Ah Q
let him go, merely glaring at him with angry;
eyes and emitting a mouthfnl of spittle as he’
sneered, ‘“Peh!”

During these few days, the “False Foreigner’”
was the only one to go to the city. Chao Hsiu-
t‘sal, hoping to rely upon the past favor of stering
his trunks, wished to pay kLis respects fo gnd call
upon. G‘hﬁ-_}en Lao-yeh; but on account of the
danger of haying his queue cuf, he gave up tha
idea. He wrote an exiremely formal letier,
aha.ped like an umbrella. which he requested the

“False Foreizner’ fo fake to the city. He also -
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asked him for an intreduction fo the Revolus
tionary party. When the “False Foreigner™
k returned, he asked the Hsiu-t‘sai for four dollars
and gave the latier in exchange a silver medal in
the fosm of a peach, which he wore on the upper
part of his coat.. The people of Weichuang were
_filled with resyectful awe, observing that this
was the button of emolument of the “Rersimmon
0il Party,” which was as high an honor as that
of the Hanlin rank.”® For this reason, the
Venerable Mr. Chao suddenly gained increased
prestige gnd honor, which by far gurpassed the
iionor he had received wheh his son had attained
the rank of Hsiu-t‘sai. Consequently, he felt
far superior to every one; and when he saw Ah Q,
he snubbad him = bit.

Filled with dissatiofsction and ‘feeling
fonesome every moment of the day, when Ah @
heard the talk conecerning the silver peach, he
immediately undersiood why he was thus alone.
In order to be considered s Bevolutionist, it was
not enough jusi to say that one had joined the
movement, nor was it enough merely to wrop
one’s queue about his head; above all, it was
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necessary to bacome acquainted witn the Revolu~ -
tionary party. In all hislife, the Revolutionisia
~he had known were only two in number. The one
in the city had oeen decapitated with a *ehit®’
sound long ago and the one who now remained
was the “False Foréigner’” There was no other:
“courss open te him xs.he was to join the party
than to .consult with the “TFalge Forelgner” at
once,
‘Tt so happened that the door of the Chin
house was open wien Ah Q timidly made his
. way in, " Ag soon as he had entered, he ‘become
very much frightened; for before him, in the
center of the room, stood the “False Foreigner,” -
clothed from head to fool in what were probably
black foreign clethes. On him .hung a silver
peach, while his'hand held the ebject with which
' Ah Q had already made dequain¥ancs, namely,
his cape. His disheveled hair, the foct or so of
queu2,,which han grown back again, had bzen let
loose and fell about his shoulders, Iooking like the
locks fo & Liu-hai deity.. Sitting or sianding
bifore him were Chao Pai-yen and three outsiders,
pll listening with the utmost deferenco.



170 B Q E % .
FQEEREET - EE A REE R  DER
SR » QTSR | PHU B T EAARR
BT » BABRE » EOTTTR » SRR
HRETE
HAAEATE - BAONRNETERT
[ REBHAH > FORIILE - RIS 0% | R

TFIBTIR | AT Nol—ERUES » I
By o FBHIEBRIIT » KNS ERBEE DA
¥ o ML SEmEAHR LN » RELAY o REE
A NRR B o ovee |

[ > v i@l | PIQERAEMSES » SBTRIH
ZANBERD T AR GEE R » LA
St o



THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q an

Ah @ tiptoed over and steed behind Chao
Pai-yen. His wish was to greet the spealker, but
he did not know the proper manner in which to
address him; it would net do to call him “False
Foreigner,”  nor “Foreigner,” nor even the
Revolutionary pariy. Pehbaps; it would do to
call him “Mr. Foreigner,” and let.it go at that.

“Mr, Foreigner” did not netice him at all,
for he had {ifted his eyes high as he continued
wn‘,h animation: “Iam person of liitle patience,
so when-we met, I said, Brpther Hung, we had

“better get into action! but always he would reply,

No! This is a foreign. word which you do not
understand otherwise we should have won our
cause long ago. This proves that he was over-
caréful in his doings. Thrice, yea, four times,
he begged me to go to Hupeh but I was unvﬂlmg
Who would be willing to do Work in a little place
like that?”

"“Um . . . that . . .”, broke in Ah Q,
‘who bad waited for the brief pause, using one
hundred tweniy per cent courage to open this
mouth; and for some reason unknown, he did not
call him “Mr, Foreigner.’3
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The four listeners turned about in-amazement
- and stared &% him. Mg, Foreigner” had just
caught sight of him. -

“What do you wants”

‘(I__”

¢“Clear outl®

“T want to jein—-*

“Out, outl® insisted ‘“Mr. Foreigner,” brand=
ishing the lachrymal cane.

Along with the others Chae-Pai-yen shouted,
“When our host tells- you o clear out, why don *%
you listen”

Ah Q covered his head with his hands and’
without so much as knowing-what he did, bolted
out the the door. “Mr, Foreigner” did not
pursue him, Ah Q, having spad some sizty paees,
slackened his speed. +And  forthwish “here ‘
welled up in his hear} s gloomy sorrow for “Mr.
Foreigner” would not allow him to join the
Revolutionists. There was no other way open to
him; from ‘hen on, there was no hope of the
white-helmeted and white-armored 1 iegita eoming
tacall him. All his ambition, aim, hope, and,
future plans had bzen swept awa= in one wmoment.
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T he further consuiera,tmn that the populace
might spread,‘.t_ms_ news, thus making him the
laughingsieck of such people as Little D and
Wang-hu, would be a maitey of minor concern as
compared to his present chagrin. 7

It scomed that never before had he experloned
guch listlessness and that he had lost 21l interes
in his queue bzing wrapped on his head. He
began. to hold it in light esteem and for the sake
of vengeance was highly desirous of -leiting it
‘down at once. Cut in the end he failed to let it
dowa snd wandered about until nighttime. He
‘gulped down two bowls of wine, which he geot on
credit, and gradusily grew blithe and merry,
visualizing fragmenlis of white bhelmeis and
white armor,

One day, waen, as usual, he had been whiling
away the time ia nonsense until evening, and
had waited until the wine shop had closed iis
doors, he returned to T¢uku Temple.

Grack, bang!

" He sutidenly heard an unusual noise, which
surely could not have besn firecrackers. Since,
by nature, Ah Q had always liked excitement
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and-was in the. habit of: inves? lcraﬂng triffeg he
of course ventured inte the darkness. There
seemad 1o be.footsteps before him snd he had no
sacner heard them thad some one opposiie
suddenly jumped 2% him. The moment Ah G
saw him, he turned about and ran along with
him. © When he turned a corner, Ah Q:alse
turned; end after rounding the corner the leader
stopped; 8o did Ah'Q. When he looked back, he
saw that the person was no other than ‘Little D.
“What’s the matter?” asked Ah Q, anxicusly.
«The C‘pao———Cnao family is. being looted!
gasped Little D.
With those words, Liitle D ran on, but Ah
Qs heart Ieapt into loud *humpmws. He follewed
and. stopp ed iiiree times; but being 2nold hand a%
the “‘business’ he was remarkably daving and so
walked far from the proteciiom of the wall. On
‘istsning ‘carefully, there scemed to be a gread
uproar, and further scrutiny reyealed large
numbers of white-helmeted. and. white-armored
men, who, in unbroken line, were moving boxes,
moving fm'niture, moving the Hsiu-tsai’s wifc?s
Ningpo bed; but it this he could nst dis*inguih
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Py

very clearly. He wished to go neaver, buf his
“feot.did not move!

T heﬂo WaS Do moon on that night; Weichuang
R deacily silen} 1  in the pitch. dark, silent to the
point of ;eca,'ﬂlnw the good old peaceful days of
the cmperor, Hsi. Ah Q stood staring until he
‘became weagyy all seemed o go on 'in endless
repelition: there they wont back and forth, with
their depredation; boxes had been cleared ouf;
‘Furniture had betn. carried off; the Hsmds‘ﬁar’s
wiie’s Ningpo bed had been made way with > gnd
this . upheaval had continued. unitil he' c,ould
h‘zrd’fy believe his own eyes. ' Neverthéle oS3, he,
was deter-mined not fo go mearer and so before
very long he zeturned to T*uku Tenple.

It was even darker at T‘uku Temple. Affer
he had cloged the front door, he felt his Way
through his room, and after lying down in
comfortable Position, he composed his thourrms
and revolved problems congerging himsels,
this manner: “Tt is evidedt that the v'hlte-
helmeted and wh1+e-armorer1 men have come and
did ne{ ‘domp ta call ‘me.. They have plunllered
many good things and I kave had no share in the
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booty,—all this due fo the action of the hatesul
‘Falge Foreigner® who would not allow me fo
join the Revolutionists; how else could it have
come aboul that there im no share for me??
The mere”Ah Q thought on this maller the
more incensed he became; -finally; unable o
repress the painful reseniment that filled his
heart, he nodded his head ominously, saying:
“Won’t sllow me to join the Revolutiomary
Movement, eh? Ts it enly for you to be one?
You rascal, you ‘False Foreignei"——ﬁne, be 2
Revolutionist! Being one makes you subject o
the penalty of decapitation. I mupt make a
petition and see thai you are dragged into the
vamen to bave your head cut off,—your whole
family’s heads cut off,—chit! chit!?”® With such
resentment filling his heart, Ah Q gradually
anored off.

OHAPTER . B

The Grand Endiog

After the looting of the Chao samuily, the
Weichuangiies were, on the whole, filled with a
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mizinre of qeuo-hL and fear 5 Ah also was filled
with delight and fear. . But at midmight, four
days later, Ah Q was suddenly taken oy force
{0 ths distriet sesi In the black night a
company of scldiers, 2 company of militia, =
compzny of police, and five spies quietly made
their way to Weichaang and under cover of
derknees, swrounded Téuku Temple. - They
put up a machine gun divecily facing the
door; but still Ah Q did mot rush out. When
there was o movemen$ for a long,time, the
capizin, becoming highly excifed, -offered .a
rewavd of twenty doliars, and it was not until
then that two of the leeal militia took the risk,
climbed over the wall, and entered. -Thus,
working - from within oxd from without, the
whole mass crewded in an exiracted Ah §Q,.but
not until he had been dragfed out of Téuku
‘Tembie and brought near the’ ma.chme gun did
he become slightly awake.

Bv the time $hey reached the city, it was
a.lwaqy noon. Ah Q beheld hlmself hauled {0 a
dilapidated yamen, and, after turmng five or six
corners, pushed into a emall room.. He -had
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bar elv stumbled in when the door, which was
:nade o logs formed. into = % grﬂ’f,mg, ‘sHut elede
uponn his heels. The other three sides of the
rogm. conkisted of solid walls,

On lecking about closely, he perceived two-
other .is-in: ope corner of: the room.. Although
Ah Qs heart was thumping mere or 1ess, he &id
not feel especially deps cased, because his- mr?n
_bedroom in Tuku Temple was not so O'Lanel as.
ihiz emg. The other two men geemed fo be
villajers, with whoth he gradually picked up a
conversa,tmn One of them explained that Chii-
jen Tan-yah was determined to colléct the rent,
which his grandfather had owed; the other did
not know “just why he had" been imp:isomed.
When they_ asked why he had been. put in jail.
iah Q quickly replied, “Because’ T wanted to be

2 Revolutionist!® o

Late in the day, he was dragged from behind
the baxred door 1o the great hall. Above him sat
an” old ‘man, whose head: had been shuved per-
fectly clean. Al Q though that he might be a-
fionk; but when %e saw n Tne of woldier below
and lines of men wearing long coats, standing fe
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cither pide of” him, some sha.vau peraectly ‘clean
like" the “old mas, others with a {03t of hair
hanging lanse_ovér- the hack of their shoulders
like the “Falso Pﬁvelgnen,” all of them. weaviag
malignant expressions and siaring at him’ with
‘mg'rjf '»jeyés, e feslized that. -t‘he pwsan ‘tafore
him was some one of conseguenee. - B Maturally,
ever s¢ maturally, and m.m%‘mtelya his knee
“joints loosened and he'lkinst down.
“Stand up- and talk; you doa®t
kneel.” eried the men in along coais.
Aitheugh Ah Q seemed 19 undeisland, still,
in the end he perceived that hé was unable to
stand, and his body bent down-of its own accord;
"Ho, taking advantage of his position; he continu-
ed to kneel. )
“Bage slave!”” sneered the men in'lonz costs,
but they did not command him to riss’
Looking SLea,dﬂy at Ah Q,’s fa.ﬂe, the tonsured
old man spoke in quiet, clear tinis “You' had
better -confess -the. {ruth ‘in order to avoid the
pain of mesnment I knzw all the faets of
this case long ago. .- Uorifess and you will be
givea your yresdom,”

have 1o
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“Confess,” the men wearing long coais cried
in chorus. - ‘ '

“I wanted :tq—come join—?’ muttered Ah Q
‘unintelligibly as, in his bewiiderment, he labor-
ed under a load of thought. Afier that he speke
with intermittent brealks. v

“Then, why didn’ you come?” asked the
cld man gently. '

“The false Foreigner would not let me.”

“Pratilel TItis too laie to take now. Vihere
are your fellow accomplices by this time?”

“Eh?}, ' ’

“Those who robbed the Chao family thak
night.”

“They didn’t come to cali me and moved
away all the things themselves,” sputierzd Ah
Q, becoming mere and more indignant.

“Where did they go? Tell us and we will
give you your freedotn,”” gently versuaded the
old man. '

“I don’t know—they didn’t come io call
me.,” ,

Présently the old man made a signal with his
eyes and Ah Q was put bzhind the barred door
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The next {ime he was taken out of confine-
ment was the morning of the next day. The
hall appeared the same as formerly: above him
sat the old man with the perfectly shorn head.
Ah Q-again knelt. -

The old man gently dquestioned him, “Have
yon anyihing else to say?? '

Ah Q searched his mind once and finding
nething-io say, straightway replied, “Nothing:*’

Consequently, a long-coated man broughta
sheet of paper and a brush, which he placed
" before Ah Q and insisted upen putting the bruch
into his hand. A% that moment, Ah Q was
thoroughly frightened; his spirit almost flew
ssunder because this was the first time in his
{ife that kis hand had had any association with
s writing brash. He did not even know how io
hold it. The man also poinied to a particular
sppk where he was to draw the symbol.

«1 ... I don’t know how to write,” muttered
Ah Q, frightened and ashamed, as he held the
brush.

“Then, it is sll the more to your advantage;
draw 8 cidolel’” '
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Ab Q was about .te draw the cm;le, ‘but his
hand trembled as he held the brush, so the’ man
spread the paper on the ground for him. AL” Q
stooped down and used all the effort of his entire
life te draw thg circly, fearing that t}la‘amthers
would laugh at him. He was stouﬂy determined
~ to make the circle round; but that obnoxious
“brush. preved met only very hetvy ‘but also
disobsdient, shivering and quivering, and just
. ag the line was about to close, it swerved out-
‘ward, creating a figure the shope of & meloxn seed.

While Ah Q felt ashamed of béing unable to
-draw a-perfect.circle, the man did noi so much
a8 notice his plight, but merely took the brush
and the paper away. Then, others led him to
‘the barred deor for the third Hime,

On entering the barred door for the third
time, he did_ not feel especially troubled; he
believed thdt peoplé, horn between heaven snd
earth, suffered, as their allotted destiny, occa-

sional arrests vmon they were «ia,ken in and qut
of prisons and were “obliged at times io draw
circles on & piece of paper; but if the circle were
Aot drawn round, 1t.woultl he counted as a defeck
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in his character. However, it was not long
before he felt relieved, thinking fo hiqself, “My
song and grandsons will .be able to draw reund
circles.”” 8o he fell asleep. .

. On the other hand, Chit-jen Lao-yah could-
th sleep that mght He had had s&n argument
- with the cap tain. Chi-jen La.o~yeh msaintained,
a3 ‘his cardindl point, the recovery of booty
of ‘the Chap household, while the ecaptain’s
cardinal peint was the punishment of Ah Q %o
warm the multitudes against looting. The cap-
tain. had had, of late, 2 decidedly low epinion of
Chu-jen Lac-yah, and kept po*undmg the table
and chair as he shouted: ““Punish one to subju-
gale ‘s hundred. Logk you, I haven’t been a
Revolutionist for mere than twenty days and
vhére have begn more than ien oases of robbery,
and noox of' thess eases has been brought to a
sa.tlsfactory solution. And where wil my self-
respect. g‘f‘ $When this- case has been settled,
you come along and still mainfsin your feclish
snd stubborn point.” No! - This is under my
jurisdiction]” Chusjen Lao-yah, pressed imto
tight position, siill maintained his point firmly
angd dbelared that if recovery of ithe booty L
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not made, he'would resign at once rom his duty
of administrating the civil government. “Have’
your own way, then,” the captain said. Con-
tequeptly, on. that night Chui-jen Lao-yeh slept
yiot a wink, but it fortunately bappened thai on
the Jday followmg he had not resigned.

" The fourth ‘occagion of Ah Q’s being taken
from behind the barred door, was the morning
following the night on which Chu-jen Lao-yeh
had been unable to sleep. When \h Q reached
the great hall, above him still set the old man
with the clean-shaven head; and h Q, as wes
his habit, knelt down.

Very gently the old man askeq “What more
have yoi to say?”’

After thinking for & mcmehﬁ and. finding
nothing to say, Ah Q straightway replied, “Ne-
thmg 29

Many men, gome wearing lo§g coats -and

‘sthers wearing short ones, put on him » vest of
‘white foreign cloth, on which black eharacters
\Pere. written, At this Ah Q fg]t very much
irpx’essed "because it greatly resembled the wear-
?g of mourning and such attire was inauspi-
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cions. At the same 1;1me, hm hands were 'hod
\‘behmd, s back, and he was atonce dra.gged out
of ithe yemen.

- Ah'Q was lifted into a wagon without a
wnomﬁ A few persons with s':ho,ut coats were
sitting with him. The wagon started. off with-
lout delay. Precedmw it was & company of sold-
jers and local militia, shouldering rifles, while

‘ on either side were mulhtu&es of gapmg spectla-
tors. What was behind, Ah Q did not see, but
ke snddenly asked himself whether at might not

-3 offt he was going to, ha.ve his head out off.
B sta in this perplexity, @ larkngss veiled his
eyewsind 2 buzzing sound passed through his
aa.rs, he seemed to have fainted and yet did not -
Maing altogether Although he was distraught
2+ {ires, yet there were other times when he felt
composed and resgoped that 'people born between
heaven and earth, found, 28 a paxt of their
allotied destiny, tiknes when ikey couly not
svoid decapitation.

Yle still recognized the street and was flled
with mild surprise: why didn’t they proceed in
the direction of the.execulion groundy? He did
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not know whether he was on parade or being
nsed as an example to warn multitudes; buteveh
-thad he Imoewn, matters would not haVe been
 altered, because he still believed that' people;y -
‘born. between heaven and earth, had, as their
destined portion, times when they could.not
avoid being put on parade or being set up as a
warning 1o the multitudgs.

The procession had wound about and had’
teken the road to the execution grounds when he
-came 1o himself; this surely meant “chit!”® and
off with his head. In his bewilderment, he was
staring from lef} to right and noticing that he
was being foliowed by swarms of people, when
he unexrpectedly espied Ameh Wu among the
crowd to one side of the road. They had been
separsted for a leng time; 50, she had been WO“L-
ing in the eity! Ah Q of a suddenly becam
ashs -ned of the faci that he had not the cou“age
1o sing & few lines of drama. His thoughls,
it secmecd, swirled liké the mad gyration of a
whirlwind, “The Youth®ul Widow at the Grave™
lacked grandeur; the words, “I regret.that I
~should not have,..” from “The Strurcla
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,'Between the” D"ag{m a,nd the 'f‘1ger,”‘ weére to
pacr, “My hand will seize a ateel wlnp o fog
Fou” would ha.vg to do. .'At the sgme moment,
he wished to raise his hand, but then recalled
tha.t his hands were beuné., henee, ‘he dla not
sing, “My hand will seize's steel whip.”

“Afier twenty years, there will be born
-another Hers like- myself,” came the thoug"ht
tto Ah @’s “bewildered rhind, apd “attaining
‘Lnowledge alone withent the help of & teacher,”
,Pazi incomplete sentence which he.d never been
{spoken by him befere.

3 ‘fBzg.va”’ came from the midst of the crowd .
ilike the grewl of a wolf. -
- The wagon did not mtop, but went on. . In
[ ke midstof the a,ppla.nce, -Ah @ rolled his eyes~
A 11 ssarch of Amah Wu, who did not appear i

ave .léen bim ai all, but kept pta.rmg fixedly at

Bie forexgn nﬂeﬁ on the shoulders of the soldiers,
% Ah Q, thergfors, looked again st the ap~
iplandess. ilis thoughis again swirled like the
md gyration of 2 whirlpoel. Feur years ago,
“he had mat at e Loothills a Ialplshed wolf
whieh kept fo’ihw&gx_hip}. nﬁxtht innreasing
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nor decreasing the distance between them, grim-
Iy ’nent on chewing his flesh. At that time, he
was well-nigh frlghtened to the point of death,
but, fortunately for him, he then held in his
-hand a wood cleaver, which gavy him enough -
courage. to enable his getting to Weichuang.
Thus, forever would he remember the eyes of
that wolf : cruel and spvage they were, scintilia-
ting like two balls of spirit fire, seeming to come
as they' did from a dlsta.nce, plercmg his very
“flesh. On this occasion, like-wise:he beheld .
frightful eyes such as he had never szen before,
“blunt and cuttingly sharp they were; they had
not only chewed his words, but were ‘bent ca
-ehewing tiinzs beyond his flesh,

Those eyes kept following at a distance,
never comingmear ner withdrawing; they seemed
to be joined in an unbroken siring and were
‘alteady *here .on . the spol, chewisg his very
soul,

({He‘!}.’y”

In reality, Ah Q had not onened his mouth;
his eyes had long gome black. The spund tof
hullets wl'uzzed thmunﬁl his eyesy his whiﬂ‘e O
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soe;ned.to ﬂ.y aghinder.:like so much- liwht dusts
*Ah Q was no more,

¥ The immediate result of this eXecution Wag
‘that Chti-jen Lao-yeh received the hardest blow,
because in the end the booty had not been recov- -
ered. His whole family wailed loudly.’ The
“next to feel misfortune was the Chao family. It
was not only that the Fsiu-t’sai, while going to
the_city to report & case, had bad his queue
severed by some wicked Revolutionists, hut he -
had also been coerced into giving them:twenty
dollars as payment for his freedom, so the whole
family wailed aloud, and from that dey on, they
created about themsetves an atmosphere sugges-
tive of the =urviving adheremis of a former
dynesty.

As for public opinion, there wag no diverg-
encs of .opinion in Weichuang: they naturaily
agreed that Ah Q was bad; the fact that he had
been shot was proof of his badness, for if he were-
not bad, “how could it come about that he should
be shot? But opinion in the cily was averse;
the majority ,of the people were dissatisfied,
rosintaining that execution by vifle was not so
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interesting to witness as decapitation; besides,
‘what sert of ludicrous prisoner was this o have
vpara&ed for so long a time on the streetsand not,
in the end, sung any linés from a drama? They
had followed him 21l in vain.
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