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: _ | : -
EVIDENCE OF LAWSON'S COMMUNIST PARTY MIMBERSHIP f‘) Ry T

/3'

s

A Difect Svidence of 1 embershlp

Testlfy ng-before the Joint Fact-Finding Comnittee, California

\ALeblalature, in the fall of 1944, Lawson, under oath, denied that he was

a member of the Communist Party. However, a highly rellablé and delicate

-

 confidential source, whose reliability has been well established, but

whose-admissibili ity in Court may be somewhat doubtful, has deflnltely
identified Tawson d4s a member of the Communist Party for the last twelve

.years. According:to thls source, Lawson was first a member of Branch K
of the North West Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party until

that branch was reorganized in June, 1943, at which time he was transferred .
to Branch: A-3 (writers' branch) of the North West Sectlon and held 1943
ammunlst Party Book #30198. - v : ~ .

. This very reliable source also stated that Lawson enrolled in
the Communist Political Association and was assigned 1944 CPA Card 41850,
and. on December 10, 1944, according to the source, was 'again registered
for the CPA and was issued 1945 CPA Card 47275. In the Communist Political
Association, Lawson reportedly was assigned to the special group which

»was also known as Group #9 and was a member of. the commission which was

s S}

' the governing body of the Gommunist movement in the motion picture incdustry-

which replaced the North West Section's Executive Committee. Lawson,
according to the source, served on the commission for three years.

It was further stated by this source that when the Communist
Party, USA, was reorganized to replace the Communist. Political Assbc1at10n,f
Lawson was assigned to the Davis Club and was issued 1946 Communist Party
Book #35392.  This source made available Lawson's 1946 registration card
which reflects that he was 50 years of age, a writer in the motion picture

_industry, of American-Jewish descent, and that he had been in the Communist

Party for twelve years. This source has also identified TLawson's wife,

Sue Lawson, as a member of the -Communist Party and is in a pOglthH to
document .the branches to which she has belonged.

William Hynes (LA-3), a dlscontlnued paid confidential informant

of the Los Angeles 0ffice, has identified Lawson as a member of the Communist~

Party in 1941 and has stated that Lawson is-a "CP member, a nlayw11"ht, and ;\
“the leader of the OP fraction among the artists of 211 varieties in Holly-
wood", S ' : :

: In a sworn statement which Rena Vale gave to the Joint Fact- :
Finding Committee, California Legislature, more commonly known as the. Tenney
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’,ommlttee, she identified John Howard Lawson as’ a member of the oonmunlst
‘Party. She stated that' he was active in Communist circles in H01LYWOOd
when she was in the Communist Party and that in Communist meetings, Lawson
had stated that Communist propaganda must be 1ntegrated into.all screen,
plays. ' : .

- On August 8, 1944, Walter Wanger, a Movie Prodncer, stated that
he definitely knew‘that John Howard Lawson was a Communist. - This .source
stated that a few days before he had contacted Lawson to see if he wa
available to write a screen play to which LaWSOﬂ:replled he was h951ta
to work for Wanger for fear it mlght cast some reflectidn 'on’ hlm. ThlS
source quoted Tawson as stating "I am a Communist!.

1
|

Joseph kathanlel Eaerl, Confidential Informant of - the Los Angeles
' ﬂfflce, advised that he talked to John Howard Lawscn on July 25, 1945, -.at
which time Lawson stated that if he were called as a witness before the -
State Un-fmerican Activities Committee, he believed he would admit to tnem
that he was a member of thé Communist Political Association., le .

_ On March 1, 1947, Ben Kadish, a confidential source of thé Los
.4ngeles 0Office, and a former member of the Communist Party,-advised that
he recalled John Howard Lawson's attending Communlot meetings. -This
source was in the Communist Party from September, 1943, through-December,

1945, and for a timé was in Branch A-3, which was the same branch to ~
'whlch Lawson belonged. - '

v
\

B. Attendance at Pommunlst Party Meetlngs ) -

.

During the tlme that Lawson has been in Los Angelo he has been .
1dent1+1ed as hav1ng attended numerous meetings at which all of those
identified as being present were known Communists, according to a highly

“reliable and:delicate confidential source. In those cases where the highly
reliable and delicate confldbnt al source was not,in a position 'to iden-
tify the particular person as a Commuhist, the source that can so 1dent1fy -
the person is mentionéd. There are set foruh hereinafter several examples .
‘of this character of meetings which Lawson attended.

i . T . , ’ . .

o . On February 7, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed Alexander ,
Trachtenberg, head of Internaulonal Publishers and a member of the National
Committee, Communist Party, USA, met with John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz |

~ &@nd‘“Jane Wallace, Pducatlonal Director of the Los Angeles County Communist

" Party, at the Melody Lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Avenue, .
at 12:45 p.m. Trachtenberg is known to be a member of the Communist Party
,through official puollcatlons of that orcanlzatnon.

-
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On April 12, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed John Howard
Lawsony Philip M. Connelley, CIO 0fficial and Carl Winter, Chairman of
the T.os Angeles County Communist Party, enter the home of Max Silver,
organizational secretary of the Los Apgeles Gounty Communist Party, ‘
5138 Maplewood Avenue, Los Angeles. |Elsie Monjar, a member of the Com- G%J
munist Party and.a paid confidential informant of the Los Angeles Offlc{}}(}
has identified Connelley, ‘Winter and Silver as being members of the
Tos Angeles County Communlst Party. :
- On October 4, 1943, ope01a1 Agents of the Bureau observed Max

)wlver, Organizational Secretary of- the Los Angeles County Communist Party,
pick up John Howard Lawson at Sunset and, Cahuenga in Los Angeles, and

proceed to the home of David Grant, 827 East 2lst Street. Carl Winter,
head of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, was observed in attendance at
this.meeting.__As indicated above, Silver and Winte ve been identified

as Communists|by confidential informant Elsie Monjar avid Grant is a {:Ht]
known Communist, by virtue of information furnished by former confidential
paid informant A] Katz, a former member O0f"the Communist Party.

On March 14, 1944, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson,
accompanled by Max Silver, then Administrative Secretary of the CP, enter
the home of David Grant, 827 Fast 2ist Street, Los Angeles, California.
These Agents also noted that Carl ¥inter, ercutlve Secretary of the Party.
Jane ¥allace, County Educational Director of ‘the Party; Fettis Perry, -
County Chairman and Helen Allison, County Membership Director of the Party,
were also in attendance. Silver, Grant and Winter have previously

~ been identified as known Communists. Wallace; Perry and Allison have
"been identified as being members of the Communist Party by former

confidential informant Al Xatz, & former member of the Communist Par*y.

Special Agents of the Bureau on May 2, 1944, observed John
Howard Lawson, Elizabeth Leach and Marjorie Flske, Organizer and Executive
Secretary respectively, enter the home of Sam Moore, 314 South HMurfield
Road, to attend a reception given for James Ford, Negro, of the National
,ommlttee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Pettis Perry, Negro, Chairman of
the Los Angeles County Communist Party was also observed in attendance at
this reception. Leach, Fiske and Perry have been identified as being
functionaries of the Communist Party by former confidential informant Al -
Katz. Literature publicly disseminated by the Communist Party hds identified
James Ford with that organization.

On September 24, 1944, Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson

enter the home of Carl ¥1nter and also observed Flizabeth Leach and Jane

Wallace, hoth of whom are Communist functionaries, in attendance at this.

-surprise birthday party for Carl Winter. Testifying before the California

Un-American Activities Committee, Lawson admitted attending this affair
given in honor of farl Winter, who was then the head of the Los Angeles

" County Communist Party. "¥Winter, Leach and Wallace have prev1ously been
"identified as. iunctLonarles of the Communist Party. :

T2

-
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On January 8, 1945, a Special Agent of . the’ Bureau observed-
Elizabeth Eeach, Comﬂunlst functionary, accompanied by Carl Winter who
was then head: of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, enter a meeting at
the home of John Hovard Lawson, 4LRL5 Coldwater Canyon, Eos Angeles.

' On April. 11, 1945, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Carl
Winter; William Schnelderman, California State Communist Political
Assoc1atlon President; John Howard Eawson; Mirian. 3rooks, Communist Party
functionary; Jane Wallace, Communist Party functionary; Pettis Perry,
Communist Party functionary; and Wyndham Mortimer in attendance at a

" County Board méeting of the Communist Party which was held at the home
of County Labor Chairman, F. Kadish, 938 South Kingsley Drive, lLos Angeles.
Brooks, Mortimer arid Kadish have been identified as Communlst Party
functionaries by former confidential informant Al Katz. On May 30, 1945, - .

: Special Agents of the Bureau conducted a surveillance at the home- of

: John Howard Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and observed Elizabeth Leach,
Communist Party functionary, Ned Sparks, head of the Cormunist Party in
Tos Angeles and Max Silver, formerly the Administrative Secretary of the
Party in Los Angeles, enter Lawson's home. Tgﬁsie Monjar, a confidential. - .
informant of the Los Angeles Office), has identified Ned Sparks as a Com=
munist functlonary. ﬁA : ' o :

 On March 30 1946, Samuel Davenoort Russell, an active paid
confidential informant of' the Los ﬂngeles Office, advised that a meeting
"of the financial directors of the various clubs in the Hollywood Section’
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party was to be held at the home of
Hannah. Schwartz, 2076 Psramount Avenue in Los 4ngeles on the evening of -
. the same date. Special Agents of the Bureau conducted a surveillance at
this address and observed Tohn Howard Lawson ,in attenoanre at thlq meeting.

© On September 9, 1946 Spe01a1 Ageﬁts of ,the Bureau identified
John Howard Lawson, Max : ’elss, National Educational Director of the Communist
Party, Frank Carlson, State Educational Director of the Communist Party, =
John Stapp, Communist Party functlnnary and Charles Glemn, Communist Party
. functionary as having entered the ‘home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma, '
' Los Angeles, on this date. : :
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OTHER: EVIDENCE OF LAWSON'S COMMUNiST AFFILTATION

“In July, 1941, a menoraqdum was furnished to the ‘hlbago Field"’
0ffice by Colonel Walter L. Furbershaw, a representative of the Carnegie

" Illinois Steel Combany, whlch cited meetings of the National Committee

Plenary Sessions #f the Communist Party on June 28 and 29, 1941, in New
York City. . It was stated in the memorandum that those deflnltely known "to
have been present were William Z. Foster; James W. Ford; Alexander Bittel-

"man and numerous other high ranking Communist leaders. The memo further

related that John Howard Lawson‘attended these national meetings as a dele-
gate from California and there is a notation to the effect that Lawson had

been in New*York for the previous few months in connection with theater work. >

.

. .. -In October, 1941, Howard Bmmett Rogers, c¢/o Wetro Goldwyn Mayer .
Studios, Culver City, Callfornla, a temporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angeles Office, advised that John Howard Lawson ‘was one
of the leading Communists in the United States. He stated that on an occasion.-
approximately four years previous, when he was at the Flover Club in Holly-

-wood, he met Dawson and drank with him during the evenlng He said on this

occasion Lawson talked of the purge that took place in Russia and the mass

‘slaughter of the Kulacks. The source acdvised that Lawson stated to .him that
‘heAhoned the revolution would come here without bloodshed, btut that it would

come "even with bloodshed if necessary". The same source stated that two
years following this_ incident, he attended a debate at the Roosevelt Hotel
in Hollywood where ‘Lawson stated publlcly that everything should be done to
avoid bloodshed and that under no circumstances should this country get into
war. Rogers related that he got on his feet at this meeting and recalled ’

- to Lawson his conversation concerning the, revolution referred to heretofor

and asked Lawson how he could justify such an inconsistercy. ILawson, accord-
ing to the informant, turned to the audience and stated that this .was a ’
typical example of Hollywood red- oaltlng and refused to answer the questlon

) put to him,

L NW 64578 Docld:32338872 Page 7

: On November 15, 1941, former confidential informant Harry J.
Pfalugraif of the Chicago Office, advised the Communist Party was in the
process of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well as
reorganizing its structiral set—up. He said that District #13 was to
include all of the States of California and of Nevada. According to the

. source it was to have centralized offices at 121 Haight Street, San Francisco,

and another at Los Angeles. The San Francisco 0ffice was to be headed by
Steve Nelson. Further, Betty Garnett is the Organizational Secretary of
District #13 and John Howard Tawson and Herbert Biberman will control the . -
organizational work in the Hollywood Area according to the 1nformant

. In December, 1941 Hr. Verne Tomnklns, 71 Eggert Avenue, Metuchen,
New Jersey, publisher of the Daily Farmers' Digest, stated that’ Kathryn Burke,
Chief Director of Courier operations, was the contact for the Communist
Party in Mexico City and that she reported directly to Gale Sondergaard,




wJuly 22, 1943

" "Northwest Section " A : , - ,l o i |
Communist Party , oo : B :
Los Angeles, California : : : s

Att: Jack (John Howard Iawson)

- - "Dear Comrade: -

HOn behalf of our County Committee, and am sure of our whole
memoershlp, I wish -to express enthu51astic appreciation of the"
‘contribution to the success of the July 18th Foster meeting by
the cultural workers who made DOSSlble the dramatic presentatlon
~that evening.

. 1
4 i

e w1sh throuﬂh the Section Commlttee, to-convey these senti-
- ments to all who participated, expecially to the authors. Com-
‘. rades Maurice (Clark) and Adrian (Scott), and to Comrades Herbert
’ "»(Blberman) and.Elliot (Sullivan, also known as Eli Solomon)
whose creative effort and tireless work helped so much to put
‘across the message of the entire rally - to hold the home front
and strengthen mational unlty for v1ctory

'"GomradeJ yours,
. Carl Winter, Secretary

Los Angeles County Commlttee ,
' Communlst Party"™

=

.. In a report of the Mllltary'Intelllgence Division dated February 24,
1944, a list of delegated to the enlarged National Committee sessions of the
Pommunlst Party held at the Stuyvesant Casino, 9th Street and 2nd Avenue,
NeW‘York City, appeared, as shown in the OfflClal minutes, the name of John
qoward Lamson, playwright. appeared 1n this 1ist. ° :

. In 1944, a highly‘confidential source* advised that .Lawson con-

tinued to pay the salary of Marjorie J. Potts, a full-time paid functionary
i of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, being
o Organlzatlonal Secretary and Uembershlp Direétor thereof. Lawson paid her,
according to the source, $32.50 'per week. It is noted that Marjorie Potts
*admitted to Al Katz, a former confidential 1nformant of.the Los Angeles
Office, that Lawson paid ‘her salary as if she were his secretary a]though
she did nothlng but Commnnlst Party work. @X\L\

- -0n July 25, 1945, Joseph ‘Wathaniel Earl, former confidential ir- m\;()

formant of the Los Angeles Office, advised. that John Howard Eawson -told him

E—Technical Surveillahce on.the residence 5f John .Howard‘Laws‘on%m
N - .‘ . ' - . . _ 9\- \ . . ] . _
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< ~ On Narch 26 1946 ”arvev Gllbert Wblf a confidential’ 1npormant
.~ of the Los Angeles Offlce p01nt°a out that the Ranxln Commlttee had aqnounced
. it would discontinue its investigation of Communism in the motion picture -

* industry-and that he had learned that as.a result of this, Lawson was again-
planning to assume active leadership 'of the Communlst movement in the motion
picture industry. This informant stated that he felt Lawson had been‘"laylng
low" during the time Rankin's 'investigators had been in Hollywood, but that;

" in discussing Lawson with members of the Communist Party, he had ascertalned
~ .that Lawson was scheduled to reapoear as 1eader of the Communlut movement in
~ the industry. o ‘ . _ . .

On July. 24 19A6 . R. Vhlkerson, Editor of the Hollyvood Reporter,
bltterly criticized Lawson as a' member of the Communist Party and stated that
John Leech; former Secretary of the Communist Party for Los Angeles County,
testlfled‘before the Los #Angeles County Grand Jury that Lawson was sent to
Hollywood to organize and lead the Communist movement in the motion picture

v 1ndustry by the Central Commlttee -of the Communist Party of’ New York.

 NW 64578 Docld:32338872 -Page 9



IV GFN ERAL COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES . . ,

1 ‘ \ N

N ’ Hugo Speler, a eonfwdentlal 1nform nt of the Denver Field Office,
advised that John Howard Lawson in 1941 was appointed- co-léader with Herbert’
- Biberman of the'Communists in the 1ntellectua] and motlon pilcture 1ndustry '
: ~in uhe Hollywood area. - ‘ S ‘ e L .

.. . ' The November 9 1943, issue of "New Mausec" contained a full page
“article announcing that John Howard Lawson had been made a member, of the
Board of Contributing Editors. of New Masses. This article quotes lawson
.as sajlng the following with- reward to this Dubllﬂatlon-

”I,read Hew Masses for two ‘reasons: -first, because it is a © )
valuable source of information; senoad because it is egually o
valuable for its editorial comment and analysis. Almost every ,
issue offers vital factual ‘material which carnot be ‘found, else- o
where. Today, as never before, the American people want facts-- " |
‘because they realize that the knowledge of facts-is indispens-, .
‘able for winning the war. They are heartily sick of the corrup- ,
tion and distortion in much of the commercial press. , New Masses -
gives us. facts, and it interprets facts in terms of a consistént - e
phllosonhy of democratic action and purpose. T hope the magazlne . .
. _can reach a much Wider circle of readers because I am r‘onv1xced )
o that a big gger 01reulatlon for thlS oerlodlcal will help us win - s
the war." ) : S
On January i3, 1944 an artlcle appeared in: tbe "Dally Worxer beneath
the photonrauh of John qoward Lawson in 'hlch he is quoted as _statln

’

v ‘ "“reetlngs to the Daily “brker on ‘your E”th Anniversary. .As
v © I look back over the years, it seems to me that.the Daily - C .
. . TVorker has been’ con51st°ntlj invaluable as a source of accurate "~ .- L
‘ “news and a Jjournal of progressive 1nformed opinion. There is
— rio other American newspaper which has done such-'a fine job\in
- effective news coverage and editorial service to the American
- people and the American nation.

T hope the Da;ly Horker's circulation and influence w111 in- . S
" crease tremendously. If it increases in Dronortlon to its merlt

it 111 reach millions of people™. . ,

. ‘ , .
_ A hlghly u@nildenth] source (iechnical surveillance. on “arl - o
Winter, Executive Secretary of theé Communist Political Association, Los R

v Qnseles County) .advised that on “July 22, 1944, Robert . Kenny,. former ‘
. , 'uttorney General. of the State’ of-California and then Chairman . of the fal-:
« ., ifornia delebatlon to the Natlonal Democratic Convention in Chicago ~ COMm=
. " municated with Ellenore Abowitsz, Assistant State €0 Legislative. Tlrector )(;l

‘and a known uommunlst Party menber in the I6s Angeles area. Kenny, who(E;;

»

o e v - . . et . -~ e ~
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was in Chicago at this time, advised Abowitz that he would arrive in
_Los Angeles by plane the following day and requested that she arrange
a conference for him with about five of the "right people". Abowitz,"
according to the source, immediately conferred with Carl Winter,
Executive Secretary of the Communist Political Association of Los Angeles
County, concerning this matter. Subsequently a surveillance by Agents
of the Los Angeles Office reflected that this meeting was actually held
on Sundsy, July 23, 1944, at the home of Ellenore Abowitz with six -
people in attendance. These persons included, in addition to. R. W. Kenny,
Carl Winter, previously identified; Paul Cline, ex-Secretary of the
Communist Party in Los Angeles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the .

A State Central Committee of the Democratic Party in Los Angeles, and

/. John Howard Lawson./ ) &\M o : v .

_ It was also _reported»by this highly reliable source# that in

June, 1945, Doretta Tarmon, field representative of the New Masses, known

Communist publication, and Joe Foster, film critic for the New Masses, came

to Los Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rallies.

It was stated that both of these individuals held conferences with John

Howard Lawson. According to ‘the. source, an invitational benefit for the

.New Masses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

Rock Cliff Drive, Hollywood, on June 9, 1945, it being pointed out by

Manuel Seff, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the
- meeting was by invitation only; that over $3,000 was raised at the meeting -
-'and that John Howard Lawson was one of those ke recognized in attendance. @q

In August, 1945, a highly. reliable confidential source# reported
that Lawson has been working on a book of American history for the past
couple of years. The source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had been typed. into script and had been criticized by various people
including leaders of the Communist Folitical Association in Los Angeles,

- among them, Carl Winter, head of the Los Angeles CP4., The source also
sald that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,
former National Educational Director of the Communist Party, and currently
a member of the National Committee of the Comminist Party. The source in- .
dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclos
article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six months of £
from his studio to revise the book., He also told the informant that the
change in the Communist Party Line necessitated practically a complete
revision of the book's vewpoint .@) \u :

E*Technical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawson:j@(:u)\ ‘

‘

=13 -
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future expulsion at this time on controversial issues; this is
factional, rather than my response to pub}ished and broadcast

" material. However I am also convinced that this was merely a -
loose way of talking to impress me with your seriousness,of
which I was already impressed. - : :

. "Adding my personal regards, and the hope that not long from N _ o
now we shall all be members of a functioning, militant, Marxist- =~ = - )
Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation, '

" the peace of the world, and the liberation of mankind. -

"Yours sincerely.M

- - : Subsequently, a highly confidential source (technical surveillance. - :

' on residence of Bruce Minton) advised that Minton was very bitter against
Lawson and had made it known that he was "out -to get Lawson". This source
indicated that Minton was of the opinion’ that the CPA in Hollywood was a
closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the "rabbi® of
this group who ran it as a ™in god and in a dictatorial fashion". ~Similar.
repercussions regarding Lawson were reported by Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a '
confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office. Wolf advised that on
August 1, 1945, he had occasion to talk with a friend who was & member of
one of the cultural groups over which Lawson presided. He said.that this -
person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were not
satisfied with the revisionistic policies which Lawson and Elizabeth Glenn

- had followed during the previous year under the CPA set-up, and were

desirous of getting rid of Lawson and Glenn as leaders. Wolf further
revéaled that his informant definitely stated that Lawson was the leader S
of the Communists in the cultural field and that he obtained the impression ~ -
that Elizabeth Glenn was Lawson's underling in an organizational capacity. ’
Wolf , a former member of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter

- against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpoint but from a Marxist

- sbandpoint inasmich as Wolf's informant thought that Lawson and Glenn had -
misled the rank and file CPA members by their leadership and adherence to
the theory of revisionism. J A practical example of what might have indicated
a tendericy toward change of Communist leadership in the motion picture industry
was reported by a highly confidential source# who reported on July 19, 1945,
that Lawson had just returned from San Francisco and admittedly had not been
included in ary inter-Party- discussions of the motion picture strike, it
being noted that the Communists, prior to the strike, had adhered to a
position of not aiding the strike and had urged its workers to keep the no- :
strike policy of their unions. ‘Tt is to be observed that in 1946 Richard . S\

. Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenny, were expelled from the Communist Party;@/ VI

E?I'echnical‘ Surve'illance on the residence of John Howard lawsor]@@k\ ,
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VIII, ORGANIZATIONAL ACT IVIT IES

A. HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, later known as the HOLIYWOOD
‘ - INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS, SCTENCES AND
" PROFESSTONS (HICCASP), succeeded by the PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS
OF AMERICA - . : . -

~ Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles

Office, advised that the Hollywood Democratic Committee was launched-in_ )
January, 1943, by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, t9 obtain
national, state and local legislation essential to victory; to clam.?y s
political issues and support candidates best fitted to serve the nation in
wartime and to cooperate with other organizations "whose aims are similar

. to our own"; housing for defense workers, protection of labor's ‘rights, -
child care, humane treatment of Juvenile delinquents and the end of negro
discrimination. The same source stated on February 15, 1944, that the aims
and purposes and program of the Hollywood Democratic. Committee had changed o
very materially. He indicated that its purposes had formerly been exclusively
political, but that now through speeches, puhlic advertisements and sham

- Americanism, it was attempting to enlist the support of non-suspecting

. Gltizens, under the guidance of the Committee, to exploit names of important
individuals in the furtherance of the Commnist Party line. This informant -
further stated that the program of the Hollywood Demoeratic Comnittee was -
not only parallel with that of the Commnist Party Line but that the organ-
ization was dominated and inspired by persons of a Commnist character.

: It is observed that in June, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic
Committee became a ‘section:of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in 1946, it became known as the
Progressive Citizens of America. It should also be noted that this organ=-
ization was not connected with the Democratic Party, :

The féllowing ‘information with respect to the ac;biVities of .
John Howard Lawson relative to the Hollywood Democratic Committee is set

ported to the Bureau by a highly confidentiil and reliable sources. ‘%Xux

_ On March 4, 1943, it was ascertained by a confidential informant
of the Los Angeles Office, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, that the Hollywood Democratic

Committee was in its formative stages and 3 meeting of the group was scheduled
‘at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel for that -evening. This informant attended @

El‘echniéal Surveillance on residente of John Howard Lawson.]@@b\
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the meeting and a written report stated "before the meeting began; the !
. following known Communists circulated among those present. They were ‘
‘acknowledged by the audience generally which for the most part, gathered
around them, chatted and passed remarks which would indicate that they
- were well-known and in a sense looked up to."- Among those named by the
informant as being in this category were: John Howard Lawson and Herbert
Biberman, .together with other Hollywood Communists. The purpose of the - = -
meeting reportedly was to elect officers for the ensuing year and to adopt
-a constitution. According to the source, the Hollywood Democratic Com-
mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerful Communist Party pressure
group in the near future. Using the war effort and the influence of power-
ful figures in the motion picture industry, this organization will have a,
. tremendous ‘influence in putting over the Communi st Party Line in California."
" Further, the. source continued, the Hollywood Democratic.Committee is definitely
. a Communist "front" organlzatlon, and he asserted that John Howard Lawson
was among those proposed at this meeting to be considered for the Executive-
. Board. Lawson, according to the: source, also was one of the eight persons
who dondted qp25 at tne collectlon dumng the evenlng.@? U)

- .. 0On Ebbruary lO 1944, the 'same sourcé was present at a conference .
between John Howard Lawson and Revels Cayton, Negro Vice President of the
California State CIO. Accordlng to the source, Cayton wanted Lawson to

 get Walter Wanger, Motion Picture Producer, .to approach Helen Gahagan, wife
of Melvyn Douglas, screen actor, to run for Congress in the 15th C. D.
‘ ' ' Lawson said he could not approach Wanger on it but that. George Pepper,

through the Hollywood Democratic Committee, could make the contact. This

was only one of many conferences held concerning possible Congressional and -
State Legislature candidates, and on numerous: occasions Lawson's direction

and advice was sought by Hollywood Communlsts relatlve to p0581ble candidates.

. ~In 1944, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a conildentlal 1nformant of the
Los Angeles 0Office, advised.that the entlre organizational strength of the
Communist Party was being thrown into the local and national election cam~
paigns and that the Hollywood Communists, Party line followers and sympathizers
were engaged in this type of activity.- He submitted the following report
with respect to the Hollywood Lemocratlc Committees

"The Hollywood Democratlc Committee, whlch has no official con-
nection with the Democratic Party, but is the Communist front -

A organization which attempts to speak for the industry politically
I - . and also for the Hollywood section generally, is raising the sum

l., ) -- - s : - - 30 =
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" Hollywood Reporter for June 11, 1945, contained a full page advertise-
ment listing the Executive Council of this new Committee, it being noted
that John Howard Lawson was named as a member of the Council.; X[})

In August, 1945, a highly reliable informant# advised that
* Lawson was.continuing his leadership in the Hollywood Independent Citizens
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. It was stated that
George Pepper, Executive Secretary-of the organization, continually obtained
direction and counsél from Lawson concerning the strategy and policy of the -
group. . The sourcefurther remarked that Lawson had been very active at this
time in building up the late General Evans F. Carlson, USMC, as a possible
candidate for U.S. Senator on the Democratic Ticket to fill the seat vacated.
by the late Senator Hiram Johnson, W ' - -

. On August 11, 1945, the same reliable source advised that there

was some interest in having a State-wide meeting to amnounce Carlson's

" candidacy or at least to discuss it with the Democratic politicians from

‘all over California. However, Lawson, according to the source, said that
Philip Uonnelly, former President of_the California State Industrial Union -
Council, CIO, and a known Communi st jaccording to Elsie Monjar, a confidential
informant of the Los Angeles Offic®)J was of the opinion that it was not time
yet as Ed Pauley, National Treasur®r of the Democratic Party and other E
- forces would try to maneuver to get control of this meeting. " On August 11, . -
1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was to handle a
reception for Carlson to be given by Edward G. Robinson. It was-indicated

- that the Warner Brothers, Motion Picture magnets and other "big wigs" were
to be in attendance at this reception. It was also indicated by this source -
at the time that Orson Welles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
winning the election. It was @id that Welles promised Lawson all he could
to assist Carlson's candidacy, although of the personal opinion that Carlson
would be defeated. :

o On August 8, 1945, the highly relisble source® reported that the

: New York City organization of the Independent Citizens Commttee of the Arts, .
Sciences and Professions had continually sought a closer knit organization

o throughout the United States with a constitution, by-laws, in addition to °
.~ represemtatives from various cities where branches were located. Lawson, -

‘according to the source, subbtly fought a close knit organization and desired T
instead only the use of the Independent Citizens Committee's name, being
of the opinion that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee should
otherwise remain autonomous. In a conference with Pete Lyons, an. employee :
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, .Sciences and Professions :
of New York City, according to the source, Lawson stated that a close knit @)@

El‘echnical' Surveiuancé on the residence of John Howard Lawson}@@
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organizagtion was premature and could not be done vrithout discussion which
discussion should be held at some time after the war. Lyon said the New
York Office needed more money and Lawson reiterated the Hollywood Committeé
was very poor and did not desire to make any further committments at the
time. - Lyon was anxious that the HICCASP send someone %o Washington or New
York to give Congressional leaders some tangible evidence of union between
the National orgamization and the Hollywood Committee The source indicated
that Lawson agreed that this might be a good thing. v)( .

, On December 4, 1945, according to a highly reliable source#

the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign.
Policy". The official announcements described this affair as an attempt to -
make a realistic approach to the tremendous potentialities of atomic weapons
and atomic energy. This rally called for intemational use and inter-
national control of atomic energy, and in this connection, the reliable
informant pointed out that Lawson, ‘through George Pepper, Executive Secretary -
of the HICCASP, carefully guided the program, It is interesting to dserve
that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Commumnist Party, accord-
" ing to the informant’, contacted Lawson regarding this program and stated

that he felt more emphasis should be put upon American intervention in Chins
inasmich gs that was the main part of the Communist line. Lawson reportedly

4

agreed to this and stated that he would .contact George Pepper to see that . 24}&

American intervention in China was given appropriate attention at.this rally.

A highly confidential source# reported in September, 1946, that Lawson
continued to be active in the affairs of the HICCASP and according to this
-source, he frequently conferred with its Exeécutive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact, this source stated that on July- 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
and asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP issued a statement that th
were not under the influence of the Commnist Party. According to the
informant , Lawson stated it would be all right if it were done "carefully
and correctly". This informant further indicated Lawson attends most of .
the meetings of the Executive Council of the HIGCASP and through close
liaison with Hunter, continued to exert an influential rule in the policy
of this organization. It is noted that shortly thereafter the HICCASP merged

" with the Progressive Citizens of America, described as a Coz,nminist-dom:i.nated@

group by Harvey G. Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office.

: “According to articles gpearing in Los Angeles newspapers the Holly-
wood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive Citizens of
America held a five-day conference at the Beverley Hills Hotel, commencing
Wednesday evening, July 9, 1947. They announced the purpose of the conference

.%echnical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawso_n.,} @va) ':
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- B, HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION

: The Hollywood Writers Mobilization, according to Harvey Gilbert
Wolf, a confidential informant of the los Angeles Of fice, was formed very"
soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, and was established
by persons who were most active in the League of American Writers. Accord-

. ing. to information contained in reports of the Joint Fact-Finding Committee,
California Legislature, based on information developed in connection with
interviews conducted of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood
iriters Mobilization was under the control of the Communists and had numerous
~contacts to supply the pictures which are being released in the liberated
countriesg. ' : ‘

Confidential Informant Wolf advised that there-was a close connec—
tion existing between the League of American Writers and the Hollywood
Writers Mobiligzation. ' :

- The following data with respect to Lawson's connections with the
Hollywood Writers Mobiliszation is set forth to ill trate the direction- and
control ‘exerted over this organization by Lawson. [ Most pertinent informa-
tion developed relative to Lawson's control of this group was obtained by a:
highly reliable and confidential source%j@(u; _ ‘ B

' -~ In March, 1945, a highly confidential sources -advised that ﬁherev
recently had been a strong difference of opinion between Robert Riskin,
head of the Overseas Film Bureau,; Office of War Information, New York, and

Philip lunné, head of the Los Angeles OWI Film Bureau, and this difference
of opinion was concerned with scripts which had been submitted by the ’
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. This source indicated that Sidney Bachman,
Chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization Editorial Board, discussed
this matter with John Howard Lawson. Buchman advised that he had conferred ,
with Riskin who informed him that Philip Dunne had gone overboard on the so- -
called "contrived" films (films based on fiction or so~called dramatic in-
cidents). Dunnre had apparently instructed the Hollywood Writers Mobilization o
group that this was the type of film OWI desired to produce. Following
Dunne's instructions, according to the source, the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- °
.tion had gone ahead and done scripts of this type and as a result many of the
scripts had been under fire by the New York Office of the OWI, where Riskin
was in charge. It was further pointed out that Riskin was strong for
documentary films since he felt a responsibility to the State Department,
and further that misrepresentations were bound to arise out of dramatic

-incidents in the "contrived" films thus making them more "wulnerable". The
source stated that both Lawson and Buchman agreed that this controversy
between Dunne and Riskin would effect the Hollywood Writers Mobilization,
which they conbrol, since most of the scripts already completed would have

v to be redone. Cu\ : . L

. ‘ : ) . E—*- 7 'i : . -
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C. LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS ‘ SL& % L ?
The league of American erters, accordlng to Hawvey Gilbert Wolf,

-a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, was originated in
Kharkov, Russia, in November, 1930, and in the United States in 1935.
This informant indicated that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of ‘
American Writers was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to . -
bring the writers employed in the motion plc‘bure industry under the in-
fluence of the league of American Writers and the Communist Party, USA,

it being pomted out that this League was the foremost front organization
operating in the so-called cultural and 1n‘ce11ectual fields.

. The source stated that the Congress of American Revolutlonary
Writers formed the League of American Writers, it being pointed out that
"~ the latter organization was. declared subver31ve by the Attorney General

. on May 5, 1942,

Additional information relative to the Communlst daracter of .
the League of American Writers was set forth-heretofore in connection
with the Section entitled "Joint Facft-Fmdlnrf Committee, Calli‘ornla
Leglsla’cure" . : :

. There is set forth hereinafter Lawson's connection with the League
as well as data demonstrating the conbrol and direction which he exerted -
over this organization. The most pertinent information in t s regard was
obtained from a highly confidential and réliable source# Xm

On March 25, 1939, an article appeared in the Peoples World
- entitled "Hollywood Writers ask Entry for German Exile". The article
stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of
American Writers was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depart-
ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist
and film script writer. The wire sent to the State Department was
signed by John Howard Lawson, among others.

In June, 1941, an article appeared in the Daily Worker entitled.

"Writers Open Congress with Peace Rally%. It was stated that some of
- -America's best known novelists, poets, artists and literary critics raised.
their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth

American Writers! Congress. John Howard Lawson was listed as being one of
the speakers. ; . )

On -December 28, 1941 Walter Teter, 4524 Cold Water Canyon Avenue
North - Hollywood, Callform.a, a confdential informant of the Los Angeles )\,‘U

v ‘ EI‘ echnical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawson. k@@q
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D. Connections with Other QOrganigzations

The Jamuary, 1937, issue of the "Labor Defender® published monthly
by the International Labor Defense, 80 East 1lth Street, New York Gity, with
William L. Patterson and Sasha Small as editors, listed JohnFwaard Lawson
as being on the Editorial Board. A highly confidential and delicate source
in 1945 identified Sasha Small as a member of the then Communist Political
Association. o o o

In February, 1937, the formation of the American Society for
Technical Aid to Spanish Democracy with temporary quarters at 31 East 27th
Street, New York Gity, office of the New Masses, was announced by Waldo Frank,
novelist and lecturer. The officers were listed as John Howard Lawson,
Secretary, and William Browder, Treasurer. o : ‘
- In'a letter dated December 3, 1938, issued by the National Com-
‘mittee -for People'!s Rights, formerly the National Cormittee for the Defense = - "
of Political Prisoners, 216 Clark Building, Birmingham, Alabama, John A
Howard Lawson was listed as treasurer of the organization. :

. ) Confidential Informant W. H. Leathers, formerly an informant of.

" the Atlanta Field Division, informed in July, 1941, that the National

- Cormittee for the Defense of Political Prisoners and the International Labor

. Defense are both Commnist front organizations and are closely associated
and were created by the Party to handle and protect comrades who became
involved with the law and also to seize upon those cases where the Party - '
can secure publicity. According to the informant, the International Labor
Defense has close contact with the workers and is usually operated Ly the

. middle class of people. ' '

On the back of a pamphlet published in 1940 by the Jewish People's
Committee, 100 Fifth Averue, New York City, entitled "For United Action in
the Struggle Against anti-Semitism and Fascism", appears a list of the sponsors
of this organization., The name of John Howard Lawson is included. Monroe
Steinberg, a confidential source of the New York Office has stated that the
Jewlsh People's Committee is a Commnist-inspired group. g

. In the Peoples Daily World for June 17, 1941, an article appears
attacking the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the form of statements of
various members of the Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges released by the
Committee headquarters at 1265 Broadway, New York City. Included among .

.  individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearing and the activities

j=]

of the FBI was John Howard Lawson, "playwright and screen writert,

-
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A confident1al source (trash coverage on offlce of Labor Research

Association, 80 East 11lth Street, New York City) advised that John Howard

_ Lawson was a sponsor of the SchappesADefense Comnittee which was founded

' in New York City in July, 1941, to raise funds for and help prosecute the
defense of Morris U. Schappes former City College instructor who was _ -
sentenced to a prison term in the State Penitentiary for perjury arising out \ .~

_of a 1941 inquiry into Communism in educational institutions. The express

purpose of the Committee as set forth in one of its pamphlets was "to help -
prosecute the legal defense, to acqualnt the labor movement, the educational
world and the general public with the issues involved.in this case, to raise
funds for the defense and to help Schappes support those dependent upon-him.™-

On Decerber 19, 1941, according to a highly confldentlal source“

. an unknown, person contacted Lawson's wife to tell her of a very "pathetic _
" telegram" received from Edward Barsky, head of the Joint Anti-Fascist

Refugee Committee, it being noted that Barsky was recently -given a jail -

sentence for refusing to produce the records of the JAFRC for the House =

Un-American Activities Committee. Accordlng to the 1nformant thls tele--
gram read as follows:

- - WTRYING TO GFT FIFTY ANTI-FASCIST PEOPiE oN THL LAST BOAT OUT
. QF LISBON _SEND MONEY AT GREATEST POSSIBLE SACRIFICE." e

On January 16 1943, a highly confldentlal source (technlcal .
surveillance on res1dence of Herbert Biberman) reported that Bibérman was’
consulted concerning-a letter issued by Mr. Kemitz, National Secretary,
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, advising that “this Committee
was starting a campaign against the Dies Committee and wanted the Hollywood
people to do something about it. Although the informant was unable to -

’ ‘ascertain the name of the man with whom Biberman consulted on this date,
it was determined by ariother highly confidential sources# on January 18, 1943,
-that John Howard Lawson had directed Elizabeth Leach to pick up this letter
- from Biberman. It is noted that Elizabeth Leach was the Organizer of the
. Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist . Party at the time. It should
be -noted that the National Federation for Constitutional ILiberties was -
declared subversive by the Attorney General on July 31, 19hl in" that it came:
w1th1n the purv1ew of the Hatch Act. éd\

On March 12, l9h3, it was reported by. Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a
confidential 1nformant of the Los Angeles Office, that Herbert Blberman, o
. -Gale Sondergaard, Edward Biberman and his wife Sonja Dahl, lirs. Eva
| Biberman, Anthony Ellis and Hellen Ellis, his wife, would all attend the
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee rally held at the Philharmonic Auditorium.
It was pointed cut that SonJa Biberman was the former Hollywood Chairman.

[}Technlcal Survelllance on the residence of John Howard Lawsoﬁi](&?)(iq
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to bear in this regérd. During the conversation, a‘ccording to the
informant, it was pointed out that the Los Angeles Section of the Free

poses. u\

The name of John Howard lawson appeared as a sponsor on a :
circular distributed by the Americanm Youth for Democracy, 1567 Broadway,
Detroit, Michigan, dated December 20, 1945. ~ -

World Assoc[' ation had not as yet revoked Poin‘? #1L of its Aims and Pur-

In November, 1945, according to a highly confidential source¥,
Lawson conferred several times with Mildred Raskin, BExecutive Secretary
of the People's Educational Center, described as the organization created
and dominated by the Communists to spread Communist philosophy, and these
conversationsmde it clear that Lawson was becoming concerned over the _
$3,000 or $4,000 which he personally had guaranteed for this organization
in the way of printing bills and incidental expenses. The. same source /
indicated that Lawson felt that the organization was not going to be dble
to repay this money to him. During the same period, the same source was

.. present when Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Communist screen writer,
" regarding ways and means of raising $5,000 for the benefit of the Peoplels

Educational Center. Lawson also advised this informant that he was planning
to take a hand in the reorgamization of the staff of the People's Educa-

" tional Center, commenting that he diqg got think that the personnel was

organized in the most 'ef_fective way.

According td\a.pamphlet issued by the Los Angeiés Workers School,

John Howard Lawson, together with Albert Maltz and other invited lecturers, ~

were to be the instructors at the course entitled "The American Democratic

. Tradition", an eight-week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given

at the Unitarian Church, 2936 West 8th-Street, Los Angeles. Of all the .
courses. taught at the Workers School, according to this pamphlet, this was
the only one not being taught at the Workers School proper located at 212
West 3rd Street, Los Angeles. This course, according to the booklet, Mwill
be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the higtory of our
nation; the demcratic conditions throughout the development of our people,

" Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the growth, problems

and developments of the American tradition during the period of the Civil War
and reconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populist movement,
the First Wor?.d War and the present war for national survivalr. It is to be

for the League of American Writers entitled "Our Democratic Heritage®. The Ios
Angeles Workers-School, founded in 1939,. according to the pamphlet, bases its
studies on the various teachings "in socisl sciences . Marxism,, .the theory and
Practice of the working class and the people's movement throughout hi storyt,
The entire Board of Directors of the Workers -8chool are Communists, - a‘ccordihg
to a confidential informant » Harvey Gilbert Wolf, who also indicated that .
this school is the educational plant for the Communi sts in Los Angeles County.
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The above referred to pamphlet also stated that recently, in a
“speech of three hours at the "People's Educational Center", John Howard
Lawson made such statements asz - )

"American policy is the same as it was at Versailles; to
destroy democracy wherever it appears.t ’

"The Marxist theory is the only sound basis for history
teaching." - o ,

"The voice of Byrnes is the voice of one of the most selfish
monopolies in the world today." :

The Daily People's World issue of September 19, 1946, carries

an article that the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress would
convene on September 22, 1946, for a mass meeting called for the over all
endorsement of the Fair Employment Practices Act. According to this article ’
John Tripp McTernan had been selected to lead a panel discussion on the topic
"Police Brutality". A similar article was carried in the California Eagle,
Negro newspaper published in Los Angeles by one Charlotta Bass, a prominent --
Commnist Party line follower, ‘réflecting that this.National Negro Congress

. would meet at 4016 South Central Avenue on Sunday, September 22, 1946, Speakers -
listed at this meeting included John Howard Lawson » motion picture writer;
‘Colonél James Roosevelt 5 Phillip M. Connelly; William Bidner > Bxecutive Secretary
of Mobilization for Democracy, and Albert Dekker, motion picture actor. -

: In November, 1946, 'E. F. Schneiders, a former confidential informant -
of the Los Angeles Office advised that-John Howard Lawson was President of

,the Tincoln Commnity Book Center and that Waldo Salt, a known Communist,
according to a highly delicate and reliable source, is Vice President. The
informant also ascertained that the bank account of the Lincoln Commnity

Book Center will substantiate Lawson's presidencyfand another highly con-
fidemtial sources has described this organization as the administrative
apparatus- for the Lincoln Book Shop which is operated by the Communist Party

in Hollywood J @) [}M

- Informant Schneiders,' an employee of the Security First National Bank
of Los Angkles, has advised that Lawson has contribated considerable sums of

money to the following organizabtions, sometimes in the amount of over $1,000
per monthsz v

~ Hollywood Democratic Committee,

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and - :
Professions, s '

People's Edqqational Center, ' T .
\ ETechnical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawsonj@@’l
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"In the studio labor organization, the comrades had only
mixed success.  The painters' union went over to the side of
the revolution. The Screen Writers! Guild Joined thg Popular .
Front, despite brave attempts of the Authors' League of America
to wrest the Hollywood section from the Stalinist grip. In the
furious fight against the 'fascists!--meaning anyone who objected
to Communi st domination—Donald Ogden Stewart acted as general -
issimo with such fine lieutenants as Dudley Nichols, Frances

. Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shaw, Tess Slesinger,
Sam Ornitz, Frank Scully, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Lillian Hellman,
Boris Ingster, John Howard Lawson; Lester Cole, dJoel Sayre, and -
Madaline Ruthven.! - .

T Discontinued Technical Surveillance on the American Youth for
Democracy and Confidential Informant Richard V. Servidio advised that
John Howard Lawson was one of the sponsors of a "second anniversary dinner®

" given by the American Youth for Democracy, a known Commanist dominated

group, on December 12, 1945, at the Hotel Roosevelt, New York City. The

 'purpose of the dinner was "to welcome home discharged veterans, ‘to pay -

NW 64578 Docld:32338872 Page 23 - . . . ;

tribute to the contributions of the young men and women of our armed forces -
and to dramatize the post-war problems of youthM T

In March, 1945, the National Federation for Coristitutional Liberties,

205 East 42nd Street, New York City, issued a public statement in support of the-
“army order making Communists and Communist Party sympathizers eligible for

Army Commissions. It was stated that "the basic consideration is not. the

. ‘Propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to the United States'. The
.. 'statement of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties was.endorsed

by mumerous people and the name of John Howard Lawson, playwright, Hollywood,
appeared on this list. It is noted that the National Federation of Constitu-

tional Liberties was declared subversive by the Attorney General in July,
1941. . - ‘ - S ) : :

' According to the Jamuary 30, 1946, issue of the Daily Worker, Lawson
was quoted as sayings . S i X

"I want very much to demonstrate withprticular emphasis the role
of the Negro in American life. Since our history has been written
by white historians and since no influential ones have been from
the South, the contribution of the Negro people and their leaders
has been completely suppressed", '

~

’ In this arti ¢le, Lawson was described as "one of America's outstanding'
historians, author of the authoritative theater and technique of playwriting,:
and a successful .screen writert, ' - o




On February 7, 1947, according to a highly confidential sources#
Lou Harris, 4215 Troost Aveme, North Hollywood, California,. a free lance
writer and producer as.well as a known Gommunist, contacted John Howard
- Lawson and told Lawson that he was leaving for England at the end of the
month., The sourcg advised that Lawson and Harris are close friends.€In - . .-
his same regardfon February 14, 1947, another highly confidential sourée, Z\%j
(mi.crophone \surveIllance on the Soviet Consulate Los 4ngeles Jlreported g
at Lou Harris called at the Russian Vice Consulate in Log~ .
there met Eugene Pavlovich Tumantsev, Soviet Consul¥ Harrisg and ,Tumant'sevm_a
talked for approximately one hour during which timé Harris pointed out that:. —
the writers in the motion picture industry had a very difficult time pre-
senting "progressive ideas" in their stories inasruch as the producers were

ick to delete them., Harris comrented that he was leaving on February 26, .
947, for London from } ’

lew York City on a business tri d asked T % cu”
whether he should HV% J pgn asged lumantsev )

-

iigeles and

it and see what happens' or apply Immedi y for a
According to the informant, Harris
appeared quite congenial :

motion picture- industryj’ b

C

ris fandffumantsev iR
erable interest in the

thex latter evinced consid
Uy
-/
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XIII, CRIMINAL RECORD

Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles
‘0ffice, stated that at a lecture in June, 1942, before a school of the League -
of American Writers, Lawson stated that on the day that Sacco and Vanzetti
were executed in Massachusetts, August ‘27, 1927, he, Lawson had been arrested
in Boston for picketing the State Capitol, ¥With regard to this self-admitted
o arrest of Lawson, the informent stated that Lawson became a labor agitator o~
many years ago and went to Birmingham, Alabams, to participate in a strike = -
" in the steel mills in that city in 1934, According to confidential informant-
Harvey Gilbert Wolf, Lawson was arreated on May 17, 1934, on a charge of
criminal libel growing out of an article which was written by Lawson in the
"Daily Worker", New York City Communist newspaper, defending a Communist
organizer, Harold Rolston. It is observed that Lawson's FBI number is
3021790 and that his record in this regard reflects that he was arrested in -
Birmingham on May 17, 1934, by the Birminghem Police Department on‘the charge
of being a Commmnist, He was released on the same day. K
Officer Harless of the Birmingham Police Department related the .
following informetion with regard.to.the arrest of Lawson in Birmingham.. -
Alabama, May 17, 1934. Harless said that he recalled that the police Broke
up a Communist meeting at which Lawson was present and that Lawson was’ then
turned over to Officer J. T. Moser and Officer P, C. Cole who were handling
Communist matters at the time for the Birmingham Police Department. In .
this connection Captain C. L. Mullens of the Birmingham Police Department
stated that Lawson was defended by a lawyer named Harold Ralston from New York,
'He also recalled that a woman named Jane Speed, a well-kmown Communist 4
. organiger, was also present at the meeting at which Lawson was arrested, The
records of the Birmingham Police Department further revealed the following
information regarding Alexander E. Rascolin, reportedly also arrested with
Lawson: "This man is an International Labor Defense Attorney from New York
City. He was very active in 1934 and 1935 in Birmingham and was arrested by
-the Birmdngham Police on May 17, 1934, Vhile in Birmingham, he contacted
gseveral lawyers in an effort to secure their services in reading parts of
the International Labor Defense. This man is very high in the Communist Party.
His Birmingham police number is WM~26589"

The New York Times morgue contained two articles regarding the

arrest of Lawson at Birmingham, Alabame, The first article dated July 6,
1934, reflected that Lawson was arrested on that date and released under bond
of $300 to sppear in Recorder's Court the following day. The arrest followed
a conference between Mr. Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W, O, Downs,
Commissioner of Public Safety at City Hall, The article further revealed
that on Mey 17, 1934, Lawson was taken into custody by police, fingerprinted, -
photographed and released, This article, referred to above, dated May 16,
1934, is also in the New York Times files. The charges, in connection with

a publication that appeared in the Daily Worker in which a misdemeanor court
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- The Directar . o 8/20/47
Do Me Ladd
- 0
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON

- » Pwmn% to your muw&, there ie attsched hereto a
G mrm.mriaw the pertinent information contained in the
N nte. o ralative to the suhjedt, a lesding pleywright dn
\od . eanfumm. am:! for the paa{ asmral years: the leadw

EPmmae
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"EVIDEYE OF LAVSON!S COMWNISY PATY MEMGRSHIP |

0.7 K. Direet Bridence of Membership <

ClRiC L Bestifying Bsfore the Joint Fact—Finding Committee, Galifornia.
| Legislature, in the fall of 1944, Lauson, mnder oathy denied that he was "<
g member of the ‘Commini st Party. | However, g highly reliable and delicate. S
., confidential source, whose reliability has been well established, tut. R
o 'uhose adnissibility in- Court. may be somewhat -doubtful ; has définitely:  ©
.-, identified Lawson as a member of ‘the, Conpunisy Party for the last twelve . -
woa VLY yearse. Accordingito this.scurce s: Lawson was first 4 member.of Branch K .~ .-
.o 7 of ‘the North West Section of ‘thé'Los Angeles. County'.Comuiinist Party wtil . ..
- .%that branch was réorganized in June, 1943, .at which time he was transferred -

- to Branch A-3 (writers' lranch) of; the Horth West S6ction and held 1943

BERr,
PR
o

oo o0 Thig very ‘reliable source also’stated that'Létison envolled 1 .
*the Commnist” Political Association and was assigned 1944 CPA Card 41850,
- and on December 105 1944, according to the ‘source,.wag pgain registered < -
.. - .for the CPA:and was issued 1945 CPA'Card 47275; . T the\Commmnist Political -
7. Association; Lawson reportedly was assigned.to the special group which . . < -
. i, was also known as Group: #9: and Was, a: member: of the. comnission which was © - -
 the poverning body 'of the Commnist movement ‘in-the ‘motion picture industey .
- " which repl'agé;d the_.fm.orth-Wes%‘j@ect'idn‘s‘. Bxecutive Conmmittes. “.hawson, .
¢ according’to the sturce,: servid on: the’ commission. for thiee years, . . -

e INmas further stated by this-source thah when bhe Comminist
V. .Party; USA; was Yeorganized.to”replace the Commanist Political dssociation, &
- "Lawson was assigned to the Davis Club and was issued 1946 Commmnist- Party -
- - Boole #35392. This source made available Lawson's 1946 registration card o
- which reflecty - that - he vas 50 years of age, a writer-in the motion picture

oden reflolte that o vas S ‘descent, and that he had been. in the Commnist
Lausontsiwife, =
& position’to

.. Party fortuelve years, :This source has ‘also identified
Sl Sue Lawsonstas. a member-of the Comminist’ Party and is in’
" dogument the btranches to which she has belonged, = = °

© .. ... Willianm Hynes. (LA-3), a discontinued paid confidential informant -
| o-o- - of '‘the Los Angeles. Offics, has identified Lawson as a meiber of ‘the Commmnist
1= .. ' Party im 1941 ‘and has stated.tha Lawson i3 2 9CP menber, gz’ Playwright, and = -
A the CP fraction among the artists of,all varieties dn'Holly-

tha leader of
md“‘all/ . . ‘:"',:.: K :

 Finaing g I8 S statenent vhich Rena Vals gave to the Joint Tacte
(oo Tinding Committes, California Legislature, mre.commonly mow as the Temng u

.Wéﬁ?ﬁ Docld:_3233&3;72 Page‘z? C o ST | o .




e, g Y T T =

-

Comtttoe, she identified John Howard Lewson s’ a metibor of the. Commnist
£2) PN Sﬁfe gtated that he was agtive in Commmist circles in Hollywood - " -
- whien she was in the Commnist Party and that in Communi st meetings, Lawson. .

. bad stated that Commmist propaganda mist be integrated into a1l screen
- plays. S e e T :

o oo ugust 8, 1944, Valted Wenger, 4 Uovie Producer; stated that <
he definitely kaew that John. Howard Lawson ¥as a Communist.. This source’
stated that a few days before . he had contacted Lawson to see if he wag

avallable to write a screen play to which Lauson replied he was hesitant -

. 0 worle for Vanger for fear it might cast somé reflection on him. " This.

- source quoted Lawson as stating, %I am.a Comminist®, . . v R
© . Joseph Nathaniel ‘Barl, Confidential Informant of the Los: Angeles. ' -
Office, advised that he tdlked to: John Foward Lawson on July 255 1945, at . .
which time Lawson stated that if he were called as a witnéss before the
. -~ State Un=American Activities Comnittes, he believed he would admit %o them- .. .
- thab he vas a member of the Comminist Political Association. )@ SR

e o Om Mardhil, 1947, Ben Kadish, a'confidential gource of the los
- Angelee Office, and a former member of the Comminist Party, advised that: '
he recallad John Howard Lawson's attending:Comnis‘;'meEtﬁzxgsg, This =~ -
source was in the Commnist Party from, September, 1943, ‘through: December, - .
1945, and for a Yime was in Branch A3, which was the same bramch to - .
. which Lawson belonged. TR L T e .

: B Attm:danee at Gommnist?arty Hee»tings ' ] | e

9 B

s During the time that Lawson has been in ‘Los Angeles; he has been
- identified as having attended, migerous. meetings at which all of those = ,
. identified as being present were known Comminists; aceording to a highly - .~ .. . -
- reliable and delicate confidential source, -In those caseés vhere the highdly . . - -
- relisble and delicate confidential source was not in a position to idene. - SR TR
-%ify the particular person as 3 Comminist; the source that can so identify + -
the person is mentioned.: There are set forth hereinafter several examples -
© -of this character of meetings which Lawson’ attended. SR R

el On February 7, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed Alexander
" Trachtenberg, head of International ‘Publishers and a member of the National
Committee, Communist Party, USA, m'et,_;wi%h'John"Hoivard‘l,awson,iiﬂlbert Malts -
. @nd Jane Tallace, Educational Director of vhe Los Angeles County Communist
- Party, at the Melody ‘lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Aveme,
woab 12845 poms Trachtenberg is known to be a ‘member of the Commnist Party -
- through offieial publications of that arganization, - T

. . “ ' .
¥ . Lot . : o
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. oa doril 12, 1943; hgents.of the Bureau obsérved Johin oward ol
- Lawsong Philip M. Cdngeney: CID. 9ffiecial and Carl Tnter, Chairman of R

.- %he Los Angeles County Communist Party, enter the Home of Max Silver,

Gy

. organizational gecrétary of the Log %@es@mﬁy%mﬁthyg o
. ;5138 Maplewod Avemie; Log Angeles; . [Flsie’ Yonjary'. a membet of the. Com= .
- - mnist Party and'a.paid confidential’ informant of the L s Angeles Offiecg,]

: b mezbers of the =

. has identified Connelley, Winter and Silver as ‘bein
| los Angeles Goupty Communist Party. . ..

soA e, -

AL On October 4, 1943, ‘Special Agents of the Bureau Observed Max = o
DR Silver, Orga izational Secretary. of the los’ Angeles County Commmnist Party, - = . ..
EEE pick up John Howard lawson at ‘Sunset and Cahuenga’ in:Los Angeles, and .° "~
. proceed to the home of David Grant; 827 Bast 2lst Stréet. -Carl Wimber,
"' head of the Commmist ‘Party in 'Los -Angeles, was- observed in attendance ab -
this meeting. . As indicated above, Silver.snd Winter have been identified . . =~
-a8 Commmnists) by, confidential informant Elgie ¥onjar{{)David Grant is'a [ (.g SR
. known. Communi§e by virtue of Anformation furnished B ‘Yormer confidential — . -
Paid informant 41 Katz, a’former member of the Communist Party.. -~ = .

. . On March 14,:1944,, Special Agents of the Bureau. observed Lawson, . =
© i . Bocompanied by Max Silver, then Aduinistrative Seeretary of the CP, anber . = '
. the home of David: Grant, 827 East 2lst Street, los-dngeles, California, = . L
.~ Phese Agents glso ‘notéd that Carl Winter, Exeeutive Secretary. of the'Partys = =
.- o Jane Walldce, County, ‘Edueational Director of the Partys Pettis Perry, .~ < - S
' County Chairman and Helen Allison, ‘County. Hembership: Director of the . = .~ . ..
© Party, were &als0in attendance.. Silver; Grant and #inter have previously : - - .
been { denti fied as known Communists, . Wallace, Perry'and Allicom have -
" bean identified as being members -of “the Communi st Party by former =

 confidential infornant A1 fatz, @ former memberof the Communist Party. -

.~ ‘Special Agents of the Bureau on &y 25 1944, obgerved dohn =
. -Howard Lawson, Elizabeth Leach and larjorie Fiske, Organizer and Executive
| Secretary regpectively, enter ghe liome of Sam Moore, 314 South Mapficld
Boad, to attend a receplion’ given for James Ford, Wegro, of the National

_ Cjommfttee,pf the Communist, Party, U.S.A. Petiis Perry; Hegro, Chairman of
. Yhe Los Angeles County- Gom;qist'Part.y was also observed in attendance at - - :

S thlabrecegtiqgt.;;g;each,' ‘Fisgke and Perry have been identified as biing AR
- [~ functionaries of the Commnist Party by former confideatial informent A
- Kats. Literatare publiély disseminated by the Commrist Party has identifisd . . .
v James Ford with that:.organization, R e

S0 On September .24y 1944, Agents of the Buresu observed Lawson = - .
enter. the home of Garl Winter and 8leo observed ‘Elizabeth Ldach and Jane =
Vallace, both of whom are Communist functionaries, in.attendanee at this =
gurprise’ birthday party for Carl Winter. Testifying before ‘the California
. Un-American Activities Committes, Lawson admitted attending this affair L
. . . -'given in honor of Carl Winter, tho was fthen the head of the .los Angeles
©* . -County Commini st Party, . Uinter, Leach and Wallace have Ppreviously been
identified as functionaries. of the Commnist Party. - g

»

-
TR g
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. “On damay. 8, 1945, 2 Spectal Agent of the Biresi observed

Hlizabeth Leach, Commalst ncbionary,- accompanied by Carl Wanter who.

was then head of the Commmnist Party in Los Angeles;. enter . a meeting ab. .

".the home.of John Howard ‘Lauson . 4245 Coldwater Ganyongiesﬂngelesof |

| [0u dewid 11, 1045, Special Agents of the Brea observed Carl. < . . |

- Winter, William Schnelderzan 5, California State Commnist Political =

~“Association Presidentj John Howard Lawsons: Mirian Brooks,. Commnist Parky
~ functionarys Jane Wallace;, Cormuni st Party functionarys: Pettis Perry,.
 Commnist Party. functiornary and Vyndham Hortimer, in atteadance at'a- = -

County Board mesting of the Commnist Party which was held at the home o
of County Labor Chairman,. F. Kadish, 938 South Eingsley Drive, fos Angeles.. .
Bapoks, Moxdimer and Kadish have been identified as Communist Party ;

. functieonaries by former confidential informant Al Katz. On May 30, 1'94.55,-;7

Special- Agente of the Bureau ‘condu cbed & surveillance at the home of -

' . John Howard Lawson) 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and obseived Elizabeth Lesch, = -

Commnist Party functionary,. Ned -Sparks, head of the Communist Party im » .
Los Angeles and Max Silver,. formerly the Admin .strative Seerstary of the

+ Party in Los Angales,. enter Lawson*g’ Home, { sie Honjar, a confidential - 'ff».’l ‘
‘informant of the Ios ‘é{ngelesﬂfj;‘ice,} ‘has;‘i&mtiﬁedt}ﬂed-szaaxzks as a Com=- -~

mnist functicnary,, ..

" On March 3Q§.‘-:1%6§,,‘%§Saniuel:Bavenéoﬂ','Ruséjell,,an:aeﬁvézﬁai&' '

| confidentisl informant of the Los (ngeles Office, advised that a meeting '

of the financial directors of the' various clubs-in the Hollywood Section
of the Los #ngeles County Communist Party was to.be held at the home of

'Hannah Schuartg, 2076 Paramount Avenue in Los Angeles on' the evening of .
' the same dates: Speelal Agents of the Bureau condugted a sur¥elllance ab
" %this address and observed, John’-ﬁqw&rd'laﬁscn in attendance at this meeting.

sonms . I September 91946, Special ‘Agents of the Bureau identified . .
John Howard Lawson, Max Welss,  National Educational Director of the Commni st

Party,;}i*’rénk‘,{;af};son‘;. State Educational Director of the Commnist Party,.

. dohn Stepp, Communist Party. functionary and Charles Glemn, Commnist Party
. functionary ag having émt.er;egi the ’h,ome\ of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selmag .

Lo Angeles, on this dats,. -

| Nwv 64578 Docld:32338872 'Page 30 -
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' II1. OFHER EVIDENCE OF LAFSONYS COMM) 1T AFPILIATION |
¢ .. 'idn dily, 1941, & memorandim was furnishied o the Chicago Field . . -
. Office by Colomel Ualter L, Furbershaw, a representative of the Camegle
© ' Yllinois Steel Company, which. cited meetings of the National Committee
- Plenary. Seesfons -of the Commanigs. Party on. Jung 28 and 29, 1941; 3a greg T
York Gity. Ib vas stated in the hemorandunm that those definitely known to . .
' . have been present weres Williafi Z, Poster;, James ¥. ord;. Alexander Bittel~ -
 men and mumerous: other high ranidng Gomminist leaders, " The memo further .~ . -
related that John Howard Lcuson: attended these national msebings as'a dele= -
‘gate from California’ and there'is a notation' to, the. effect that Latson had .
been in Fou York for the previous few months in connection with theater work,
- (100-24499-3p4) w7 R T SR
. - In October, 1941, oward Buett Rogers; cfo Motro Goléyn Mayer -
“Studios, Culver City, California, a temporary confidential national defense
- informant of* the los Angeles ~G£f§ceg -advised that. Johni Howard lawson was one  _ o
... of theleading Commnists in the .United States. - He ‘stated that on an occasion
' approxiimately four years previcus, when he was ‘ab-the Clover Club in Holly- =
. wood; he met lawson .and drank with him during the evenings -He said on this-

. occasion Lawson. talked of . the purgé that Look place din ‘Bussia and the mass. . L
- sleughter‘of the Klacks,’ The ‘source advised that'Lawson.stated to him dhat .
. -Be hoped the revolution would come here without -bloodshed; but that it wulg
< come "even with bloodshed if necessaryf. The same’ source stated that tw
Years following this incident; he. attended a depale at the Roosevelt Hotel -
. 1in Hollywood vhere Lauson stated publicly that everything should.be done to
- 'aveid bloodshéd and that under mo . cirCumstances ‘should.this country get into
“war. Rogers related that he got on his feet at this meeting and recalled
.%o Lagson his conversation concerning the revolution’ referred to heretofor
~ end ‘asled Lawson how he could justify such en.inconsistency. - Lawson, accords .
. ing to 'the informant, tumed to the audience and-stated that this was a = -

typical example of Hollywoog, ;‘re@ébaﬂ;ng ‘and refused.to angwer the questien |

o pags to;;ﬁiﬁé (;;_0(3_24499_21+w pg) -

e 7 On November 15, 1941, former confidential’ informant Harvy o -

. Pfalsgraff of the Chicago Offic e, advised the Commnist Paxty s in the

- process of realigning its Bistricts throughout the country as well ag -

' reorganizing its structural ‘set-up. He said that District /I3 mas 0 - .. . .

. include all of the States of Califomia and of Nevada. Accdrding to the . - .

. source it was to have centralized offices at 121 Halght Street, Sen Francisco
. and snother at Los Angeles, The San Francisco Office was to bo headed by - -
. Steve Nelson., Further, Betiy Gannett 1is the Organizational Secretary of =~ - -
- -Disteict #13 and. John Howard Lawson and Herbert Bibstman will control the *

- organizational work in the Hollywood Area; according 'to the informant, . . . i

S T 10081 6227500p8 ) e e g

0 ;. In December,' 1941, Mr.. Verne Tompkins, 71 Eggert Avenue, Metuthim b
w o Hew Jeraey, publisher of the Daily Farmers’ Digest, stated that Kathryn Barke,
. " Chief Director of Courier oper Lions, was the contact for the Commnist
 Party in Mexico City and that 'she reported directly to Gale Sondergaard,

R
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~ments to.all who participated; espécially: td the diithors, Com= - '. C
<2 v Pades Maurice (Clark) and Adrian (Scott} _:,:yj‘d (to.v_.‘cmra'des H@:ber%

g .B’oward Lmen,, playwright appeared in; this llsts'

",;,l‘ formant of the Los ‘ingsles Office;: adv:z.sed that Jahn‘ﬂpward Lawarm told hin
E@‘echmcal Surveillance on‘hhe ”'residenee of John Howard Lafsrscx(;,_ 3

- ﬂmorthwest Seetion 5
.. - Communist:Party . e
s 1os Angeles, Ca;a.i’om

Att‘, ‘- ¢ ny J S g

' "Deaf’ Gomrades » _ T

L uon ‘behalf of our’ @oxmty Comittee-,:,- and ‘I am. 'sure o. pur whole
membership,, I wigh to exp?ess enthnsiastm appreciat.mn ‘of ‘the ..

* contribution to the suceess of ‘the July’ 318th Foster heeting, by e
the cultural workers mho made passible the dramat:.c preswtationl : @(

*’We WiShs thmugh the Section‘ Conmttee, to corwey these sen‘c.in REPEL

o (Biberman) and. Elliot (Sullj. an,

. " /s/ arl‘-. Winter Secretary B
a ; . 108§ Angeles Goun%y cemnittee

Communi, -‘Par
-Intelligenc

(100-24499-292 p'7)- x
In a repord .of the Military

e ,Division dated Feha’um’y 24-,.

l%é, a list ‘of delegates to. the’ enlarged Vational Committee. sessions of. the
7., Commmnist Party held at the-: Sﬁmesant Gasmaop 9th :Street -and 2nd Avenuey

‘Bew York City, appeared; as shown in the official minntess, the nams of Juhn' |
,:‘(100""3"14"2006)

In 1944, a lnghly conf:.dent.ial source* advised that Lm:rscm con= -

S tinued to pay the galary of ﬂarjom 3. Pcttsg a' full-time paid funetwnafy

. - of the Forthwest:Section 'of the Los Afigeles. County Commnist Party, bsing
PR _Organizational Secretary and’ E{embersh:a.p Bireetaz’ ‘thereof,.  Lavson ‘paid hep,
© . -actording to the source; '$32.50 per weslk. It ig goted that Harjorie Potts
o, adnitted to Al Kats,:a- -former'; confidential inforkiant of the Los Angeles '

“.i 0ffiee, that Lawson -paid Her' galary 4§ if she ere  bis seeretary m-though’
D she did nothﬁ.ng but. Gammnis‘f; Pax’by Y

X :
WA

on July 25, 19453 Jeserm Na bt
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T e On Harch 26, 1946 ‘Harvey: ilbert Wolf, a conﬁd@ntial informant
s of the Los Angeles 0ffice: pcinted st that /the .Bankin Cormmittee had annmmced
" 4% would discontinue: its investigatm of Commnism in. the. motion picture’ . .
industry and that he ‘had ‘learned that as & result of this, Lawson.was aga.i.n
planning t0 assume acbive leadership of the Comminist movemsnt im the matmn
pxettme industiy. Thls informant: stated that: he ‘felt; Lawson had boeh: Slaying
“low® during the tiie Rankl;x”s investigatcrs ‘had. been in: Hollymod, it that
in discussing - Lawson’ with hembers’of the Communist: Party, hé had ascertained
L. thab: Lauson was scheduled .1 feappear 'as 1eade? ofithe Commnist movement in
ol the industxyam,_ 5 Y S \ v ,

..

R On July 24., 194.6 ,j‘? Ro ‘iaﬁi]ker on, Edi‘boz' of t.he Hollymod B@por‘&erg
e L .bittez‘ly criticized.Lavson'as ‘@ member: ¢f, the Commnist Party’ and stated *bha‘t o
=% dohn Leech, former. ;8ecretary -0f.the Comminist Party for Los. Angeles County, ' . .
7 ‘testified before thé 'Log’ Angeles, Cournty: Grand Jury that Lawson was sent o L
B . .Bollywood %6 organize -and- leaé, the Gpmmux‘x % movement ‘in the motion pictur

inmstfy by the Gentral Gomm tew of:the Gemzmmst Par’sy of New Yoﬂso
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IV. GENERAL COMIUNIST ACTIVITIES & SO S

~advised that. dJohn Howard Lawson in 1941 was appointed co=leader with Herbert

B ‘as ,aaying:.t{hg.tfp}lwing7:with:'-ir§egiird_.to- tlﬁs'.pﬂ,ﬁliﬁat#m_“

Hago Speder, a confidential informant of the Denver Field Office,
‘Bibernan of the Commnists in'the intellectual and motion picture industry .

 in the Mollywood arem. - - . | (100-24499-358p8)

.. The H@vémbér 9,. 1%3;:uiss'ue“oi’;f‘fﬁm Mas?eé“;feohtained a full page
article annguncing that John Howard Lawson had been made a member of the ~ -
Board of Contributing Editors of . New Masses., This article dquotes La}?sqn T

"1 read New Masses for tvo reasons: ' first, because it is a
. valualle source of information; -second,. because it is equally.
- Valughle for its ediforial comuent. and. analyds. .Almost every
~.issue offers vital factual material which cannot be  found else- -
where. Today, as never before; the American people want factsw
+'because they realize ‘that. the lmowledge of facts is indispens= :
able for winning the war.. They. are heartily sick of the COrrup~
tion and. distortion in.mchxof.ﬁhegcoxmnerc;al press, New lagses
gives us facts, and it interprets facts in terns of ‘a consistent
* . philogophy of democratic action and purpose. . I hope the magazineg
can reach a.mch wider circle of readers-because I am convinced
that a bigger circulation for this periodical will help us win
the war. .. (100-24499-292 p-13) L T _ -
. - T e , o ‘- : : :
~ . On January 13, 1944, an’ article appeared in the "Daily Worker® bzneath
the photograph of John Howard Lawson in which he is'quoted as stating:

“Orectings to the Daily Worker on. your 20th Anniversary. " As
1 look back over the years, it seems to me that the ily = .
- Worker has been consistently invaluable as & source of accurate
news and a journal .of progressive informed opinion. There is
no other American newspaper which has ‘doneisuch a fine job in
. effective hews coverage and editorial service to the American
- . people angd the ;Ameﬁ‘canfn&tion‘.}..'_t. S o o a
"I hope the Daily Workerls eirculation and influence vAll in- L
. crease tremendously. If it increases in proportion to its merit, . -
At will reach millions of pecple®, (100-24499-290 ~

' Anbighly coﬁfidential source (technical surveillance on Carl

'. ',Fﬁn"ber, Executive. Sccretary of the Commmnist Political Association, Los
Angeles County) advised that on dJuly 22, 1944, Robert W.,. Kenny, former .- -

Attorney Generdl of the State of California and then Chairman of the Gal~

ifornia delegation to the Wational Democratic Convention in Chicago, ‘com=

. municated with Ellenore Abowitz,  Assistant State QI0 Legislative Directop .,

and a known Commanist Party member in the los Angeles area. Kennyg who@@)
oy ‘ el S CCARLET

w12 -




" @as in Chicago at this t:.me, advised Abowits that he would arrive in
- 1os Angeles by plane the following day and requested that she arrange

- Carl Winter, previously identified; Paul Cline, m-Sec?etary of the
w0 Communist Party in Los Angeles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the

State Central Gcmitt pe

"Jahn Hmmrd Lawsﬂ )

a conference for him with about five of the fright people®. - Abowits,’ _'
according the source, . iﬁsmediately eonferred wth Carl Wnter, p
Brecutive, Secretary of the Cormuni st Political Association of Ios &ngelea :
County, concwning this matter. Subsequently a. surveillance by Ageats -

of the los Angeles Office. reflected that this mesting was acmally held

on Sunday, July 23, 1944, at the home of Hllenore Abouitz with six S
people in attendance. These persons inecluded;: in addition %o R. W. Kaxmu

‘of the Bm@cratie Parby :m Los &ngeles, and
(100—168’70-9) - oA LT e
‘Tt was ¥do reportedty this highly reliahle source® that in b
June, 1945 , Doretta Tarmon, field representative of the New Masses, kmown. .= . ... .
Commnist publication, and Joe: Fos"bar, film critic Tor the New Masses, came ..

" to Ios Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rall:lese o

Tv vas stabed that both of these individuals held conferences with John "
Howard Latrson. According to the source, an invitational bemefit. for the

 Wew Masses was held at the home of Frani Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

Rock Cliff Drive, Eollywood, on June 9, 1945, ‘it being pointed out by

' Manuel Seff, a eonfidmtial informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the

meeting was bty invitation only, that over $3,000 vas raised at the meeting
and that John Howard Lawscn vas .one of thcse ke recogzized m attazdancee Xw
(100-24499 59p1l)
hugnst , 1945, a h:.ghly reliable confidem;ial sourceﬂ repcrted
that La\:mon has been working on a book of American history for the past
couple of years. lhe source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had besn typed into secript.and had been ¢ riticized by various people .
including leaders of the Commnist Folitical Asscciation in Los Angelesg, '

. -among them, Carl Winter, hedd of the los Angeles CPA. The source alss =

- ggld that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Aléex Trachtenberg, .

' former National Educational Director of the Commnist Party, and currently - = . -

.. a member of the National Committer of %the Commnist Party. The.source in-. -
‘dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclog = . -

article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six monmths off"

‘from his studio to revise the book. He also told the informant that t-he " L’ '
| -revision of the book's 'e&eupnint.

change in the Commnist Party Line r)' cessitated praetically a; completa

- ﬁ’i’echnical Surveillance on the residence of John Homrd Lawson @@
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. factional, rabher than my

b o 'v:'v:‘: ] oh'

SR ;;(100‘;24499.5359.7105#)
o . Subsequently, a hi

wowhich I was already impresged. .. e

“idding my personal. rogards, and the Hope that n long.from .- .

- now e shall all be merbers of a functioning, militant, Marxist=

- Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation,
....the peace of the world, sad the liberation of’ mankind.. o ‘

N

fm‘auﬁ’e expulsicn at this tims oo controversial issues; this is

response to poblished and broadeast

R material. However I an also convifced that this was merely a
- loose .way of talking %o impress me Withj'y.gl’lr;ﬂ?im}messs of

long from . .

. R ) ;.v’»‘ Lok, o
“Y,'Guz‘s sincerely:'“ ‘, RS

confidential sourde’

- indieated that Minton was of the opinion that the CP4 in Hollywood was a
-closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the “rabbi® of . -

. this group who ren it as a "tin god and in a ¢l cbavorial ~fashion?®, . Similar

-repercusgions regarding Lausen

vere reported by Hervey Gilbert Wolf a

- confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office. Wolf. adviged that:.om -

. August -1, 1945, he had . occasion to talk with 8 friend.who was a member of

one of.the 'euliural groups over vhich Lawson presided; 'He said ‘that this"

~.person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were not - - ' © ... o

satisfied with the revislonistic policies vhich Lewson -and Elizabeth Glenn

had followed during the pre

strike policy of their unionss
Bransten and his wife » Ruth McK

.. \
N LT
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LCus yesr under the CPA set-up,.and were
~ .desirous of getting rid of Lewgon and Glenn as leaders. Wolf further. .
. revealed that his. informant definitely stated that Lawson wag the deader . ..
- of-the Commmnists in the cultural field and that le obbained .the impression
- that ' Elizabeth 8lénn was Lawson's underling in an organigational cepacity. - _
- Wolf ; a‘former wenber of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter = . .. .
. against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpoint but from a Marxist -
standpéint;_imasmqh -as, Wolfts inforrant thought that Lagson ang CGlean had -
misled the rank and file CP, nembers by their leadership end adherance %o - )
the theory of revisigaism, [A practical example of what might have indicated
a vendency toward change of Communist ilcadership in the motion re i
. Was reported W a highly confidential sources who reported oa July 19, 1945,
- Yhat Lawson had just returned from San Framcisco and adiittedly had not beecam
.. included in ay inter-Party: discussions of the motion: picture steike; it
“being roted that the: Communists, prior to ‘the strilre,’ had adhered t¢ a o
' position of not -aiding the strike and had urged its workers %o keep the no-

It is to be observed that in 1946 Richard
enny; were expelled from the ‘Communi st Paftyg

.

- N

e ourée (technical. suveillance .
on regidence of Bruee Minton) advised that YMinton was very bitter againgt. .
"Lawson and- had made it lmowm %that he was Yout to.get Lawison®.  This soures -

o
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- VIIL. OMGANTZATIONAL ACTIVI?TRS' '~

* i HOLLYWOOD DENOCRATIC COMMTTIEE, liter Enow 48"the HOLL¥WOOD.:© .. & ..

ST ;_f»;‘mﬂam‘)m'.cmzﬁfss~com:m‘oﬁisﬁs;Aﬁrs,]'scmcss-»“m:-j_,;.‘
. PROFESSIONS (HICCASP); succeeded ty. the PHOGRESSIVE CITIZENS & . .
LU O AMBRTGA o o oo T TR

PRI

P e RO AN ™ e

AR
P N .

L Barvéy Gilbet Toif, o

e ‘ ; cenfn.&entxal informantofthe Ipasﬁnge.les
... Office, ‘advised that the ‘Hollywood Berocratic’ Commd ttee was launched inm - . . -

' Jamary, 1943, by persons sogaged in the mobion picture industry, to.obtain’ -
BRI nationaissta%'e ‘angd Yocal legislation essential to victorys to-clarify” - . .

.+ political issues and support caxadidéte’s’wba;sf.;.ffﬁttgd;‘jtd{fs’er«?e. the nation-in’ .. :
" wartime .and to cooperate with other organizations "uhose aimg are slmilar- . -
-, to.our ownny housing for defénse wrkers, protection. of laboris. rights;' . . ;
- Shild care, mimane treatment, of juvenile delinquents and the end Ofinegro . ..
"¢ i diserminatien.’, The samsSource stated on: Fetruary 15, 1944, that the ains
.~ and'purposes and progfam of the Hollywood I}:e;npcrat.ie’}cqmﬁ,jttee:had; changed. =~ = .
- very materially,. He indicated that its purposes had fo;?merly';been.exclus:lvdyw

 political, - bub ‘that now through speeches, public ‘advertisements and: sham =~ . ,

" Americanisi, it '@ﬁs‘{attempfbing‘to.ﬁ:zénl’.i,st‘@ilé; support: of non=suspecting . . -
cij.'tizené’,i.funde,ﬁ.'j'tghe’-" guidance of the Committée,;to]e_xploit ‘names of important [
.. individuals in ‘the furtherante of the Commnist Party line, Zhis informant

further stated that the program of tne"ﬁ@u\.ywbodtn,emp@gtic Committes was - . ...
i - -mot only parallel' with that of the Communist Party Line but that the organ- . . - .
+ jfeetlon was dominated and inspired by poraons of a. Gomminist charaoter. s L

A ~ Tt is observed that -in June, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic - -

. Committee became - a section of the Independent Citizens Committes of the:
v Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in 1946, 1% became known as the . . ." .

..o Progressive Citizens of- Auerica. - It should also be noted that. this organ= -

-~ ization was noY connected with the Democratic Par Ve ( loo;i’gy;gr;o‘..z)'

-+ . . "The following information with regpect to.the activities of - .

-, .John Howard' Lawson relative to the Hollywod Democratic Committes is st . -
-1 forth-to 1llustrate the direction -and control exerted over this: organiza- = ...
' ‘%ion by Lawson, The most pertinent information in this regard was Fge </ . .

... ported to the Burean by 'g:<hi@ly_'éo?sfidenfbi&1 and reliable sources, @}@A\ S -

S o0 Uarch 41943, 4t vas-ascartained by & confidential informamt . - |
s e Los Angeles Office, Harvey Gilbert Tolf, that the Hollywood Demoeratic =

.+ Committee was in itsg formative stages and a Beeting of the group was schedules
. ab.the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel for that evening, Thig informant, atiended

e E’Peﬂn’ical Survelllance on restdente ‘of. John Foward Lavses.
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yf-’the meeting and ‘a. wntt.en report stated "before the meeting began, 'hhe
-~ following knoun. Communists circulated.among those. present.. .They were f )
- . acknowledged by the audience: generally which .for the most part; gathered
around them,.chatted and passed -rémarks which. would’ indieate that they. . .
L. were well—lmown and in-a sense looked up to.?. Among those named by the =~ .. =
- ‘informent as being in this -category weres ' John Howard: Lawson and Herbert
i'-_'.*B:.beman, together with other Hollywood Communists. The purpose of the NI
-, meeting reportedly was to elect officers: for. ‘the ensulng year and to adopt AT
 a constitution. - According t6 the source, the Hollywood Democratic Com- .
mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerful Gommumst Party pressure .
group in the near future. Using the war effox*t and the influence of. power-
ful -figures in the motion -picture industry, .this organlzation will have a '
.. tremendous influence in putting over. the Commumst Party Line in Califomla,
- ¢ Further,- the source continued, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is dei‘mitely
- Communlst Afront" orgam.zation, and he . asserted. that John Roward Lawson ‘
.- ‘was among those proposed.at this: meetmg to. be considered for the Execut.iva
. Board. :. Lawson, accordmg 4o the" source, - also was one of’ the eight persons
e 'who donated i$25 at the collection dunng the evenfng.‘ \ SR
R (100-24499-234p 12)., : Y\ o RETIRA
S l i On Febmary 10, 1944, the ‘game source was presem‘; at. a conferenoe el
.r.‘.>_~:.'between John Houard Lawson and Eevels Cayton, Negro Vice* ‘President of" ‘the |
" California State CIO. According to the-source, Cayton ‘wanted. Lawsen to-. e
7 .. get Valter ¥ "i’anger, Motion Picture Pz'cxiucer, to approach Helen Gahagan, wife "
©of Helvyn Douglas, ‘screen. -actor, . to. run’ for- Gongress in- the lsth Cs Dot
~ Lawson said he could not approach. Tanger on it but’ that, ﬁeorge Pepper, '
.:through the Hollywood Democratic, Committee, could make “the. contact. This'.
. was only one of many - conferences held - conceming possible Congressional and .
¥ - -Stdte Legislature candidates,’ snd on numerous occasions Lawson's’ direction ;'_
‘and advice was seugh‘c by Hollywood Gommunists relatlve, to possible candz.dates. ‘
' 1 - (100—24499-29'7) % :
cenLn L In 1944, ‘Harvey 'Gilbert, Wolf .a confidentlal mfomant of the .
'Los Angeles ‘Office, advised that ‘the entire organizational . atrength of the '
S Communis‘b ‘Party was being thrown into the. local and. nat.ional election cam~'-
rpaz.gns and that_the Hollywood Communists, Party, l:me followers and sympathiaers
‘7 were engaged in= thib type of activity. - ‘He ‘submitted. the i‘ollowing, report
i mth respect to the Hcllywood Democrat:.c Gomxmttee«f ‘ :

R L -;.J“The Hol]".jéébd Democrat:.c Committee, which has no official con-.
.~ @ 7 neéction with"the Democratic Party, but is the Communist fromt
o S.. o organization which attempts to speak for the industry - politz.cally

R ‘and also for the Hollywood sectlon generally, 1s ralsing the sum

NV 64578 -Docld:32338872 Page 38,
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.Hollywood Repor‘te? for June 1:!.9 19459 contamed a full page adverm.se-a
ment listing the Executive Council of this new Committee,. it - g noted
‘ tha* John Hmmrd Lawson was named as a member of the Gmmcil
- (100=24499-359 p9) - = . -
. Im August, 1945, a highly reliable infomant%’f adnsed that
Laiwrson was: continumg his leadership in the Hollywood Independmt Ci’eim—as
- Committee of the Arts, Sciencés, and Professions. Tt was stated that - .
George Pepper, Excoutive’ Secretary of the' orgamization, contmually obtamed
direction and counsel from Lawson coneerning the strategy and policy of the

‘ | group.. -The. source further remarked that Lawson had beén very active at this :
time in building up the late eneral Evens. F, -Carlson, 'WSHC, as a possible

candidate for U.S5.: Senator “on the @mﬁauc Tlcket to fill the seat vacated '

e by the 1abe Senatar Eiram Johnson,

N Gn l’mgus‘b 1, 1945, the damb reliablé ‘source advised that there
was some interest in hdv.tng a State=wide meeting to amounce Carlsont's
candidacy or at least t0.discuss it with the Democ¥atic. pollticmns from.

.. all-over California, Hcmever, Lawson, according to the sotrce, said that -
- Philip Connel]y, former Pres:r.dent of_the California State Indistrial {nion

. Countil, CIN, and a known Communist \gecording to Elsie Konjar, a confidential -

. . informant of the Los Angeles Office,\was of the: opinion that it was not tire
<. yeblas Ed Pauley s National Treasurd?¥ of the Democrati'ce: Party and other S
- . forces would try to maneuver. to ‘get control of this maeting,,v On August 11,

19459 the same highly reliable source advised -that Lar:rson was %o handle a

- reception . for Carlson. to be- given Yy -Edward G. Roblneon., It was indicated
" . that the Warnevr Brothers, Hotion: Picture magnets and other "big. v*igs" rere o
- to be in attendance at this receptiono It was also indicated by this source

at the time that Orson Welles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
_winning the: electwm It was #id. that Welles pmmised Lawson all he could - -

- 4o dssist- Carlson's candidacy s although of the personal opinion that. Carlson' o

: would .be defea ued.

-~

on. fitgust. 8, 1%5, the highly reliable source® reported that the -

| New Yoi‘k City: crgunizatien of the Independent E‘Il’ﬂzens ‘Comni ¥tes of the Amsﬁ,
; Scienc es and Professions had - oont:.nually sought -a closer knit organization
V’-throughout the United States with a congtitution; by=-1aws, in sdditien to

Qrepresentative... from varigus cities where branches were located. Lawson, :
~according to the: source, subtly fought a.close knit organization and dasirud

~instead only the use of the Independent Citizens Comnittee’s name, being- v
of the opinion' that the Hollywood Independent . Citizens. Committee should - L

" obtherwise remain’ sutonomous. In . a conference with Pete Iyons, an employee -

of the Independmt Citizens Committee of the Arts » Sciences and Professions
of New York Citys according to the source, Lawson stated that a close knit @)




organization was premature and could not be doneé without dis_‘eas‘sim which e
* " ‘discussion shéuld be held 'at some time after .the war. Lyon ‘said the New = .~ "
" York Office needed more money and Lawson reiterated the “Hollywood Commitéee - -
was very: poor and did hot desire to make any further compittments at the
"-tifie. ‘Lyon was anxicus that the HICCASP send someone-to Washington or Hew
. York to give Congressional leaders some tangible evidence of union between -
the Natiomal o¥ganization and the “Hollywood Commitbes.  The source indicated
- that -Lawson agreed that this might. 'be a good thir f‘(o"; 100-24499-364p7)
oo . On December 4, 1945, according to.a hig ‘reliable source® .
- the HICCASP held a rally, the theme. of which was "atomic Power and Foreign . R
-/ Poligy",’ The official snnouncements described this affair as an’ atbempt to i
.make a realistic approach to the tremendous ‘potentialities of atomic weapcns
- and atomic energy. . This rally called for intemational use and imter-. -
' national control of atomlc energy, and in this connection, the reliable - -
. informant. pointed out that Lawson, through George Pepper; Executive Secrctaxy - .
- - Of the HIGGASP, carefully’ guided the program., It is imteresting tocdserve . .~ ' .
- that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Communist ‘Party, accord= }
_.ing to the informant, contacted Lawson regarding this progeam mnd stated S
- that he felt more emphasis should be put upon: American intervention in China - - .
¢ inasmch-gs that was the main part of the Copmunist lines Lawson reportedly - -«
-’ agread 0 this and ‘stated that he would combact’ George Pepper to see that . . i\ ¢
. Americen intérvention in China was given appro;zriate rattention at this rally. @)(
RESE S o T 110024499369 p?_%- TN

Lo - A highly confidential source# reported in Sepbembe;!°\, 1946, that Lawson -
...continied to be active in the affairs of the HICCASP and according to thig.
source, -he frequently conferred with its Executive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact,’this source stated that on July 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
- 2ad asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP issued a statement that thay
. . .were not under the influence of the Commmist Party. According to the -
- informant ;' Lauson stated it would be all-right 1f it wWere done "earefully -
. . and correctly", 'This informant. further indicated Lawson attends most of
- .the mestings of the Brecutive Council of the HICCASP and through close .
liaison with Hunter, continued to exert an influentisl rule in the policy
of this organization. It is noted that shortly thereafter the HICCASP merged
- with the Progressive Citizens of america, described.as a Commnist—dominabed .-
group by Hervey G. Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, Lj/
(100-24499~3€7 p3) . - - . S S
o - . According to articleseppearing iam Los Anggle_s newspapers the Holly- .
- mood Arts, Sciences and Professioms Council of the | rogressive Citizens of . '
- América held a five-day confercnce at. the Beverley Bills Hotel, commeneing I
... Vednesday evening, July 9, 1947. They announced the purpose of the confersmee . |

J.&echniégl Surveillance on the residence of dohn ‘Howard .anson:';]@ ch L
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L. Be ‘mmeoon FRIERS MOBILIZATION . ..
. o Lhe Holly‘cfood “’.Tfiters P.’.fob:.lization, aceordmg to BarVey Gilbex‘b
71’?011‘ a confidential {nformant of the Los.Angéles’ ‘Of fice, was! formed very:
‘soon-after the attack on Pearl- H\a.:zﬂbox'9 December. 75 -1941, and was established
.. ' by persons who were most active in the \League of American ‘t?nterso Accord- ‘
'©. ring*%o.information- ccmta:i.ned in reports of-the -Joint Factaﬁndmg Gemmittee,‘ IS
- California Legislature, ‘based on information . developed in‘connection with : - r G
. interviews conducted of Mollywood writers in October; 1%4., the. Hollytwod - ‘ ;
. Writers Hobilization was under the control:of the Comminists and had numercus -
. contacts to supply the pictures which are. being releasegi _;x; ’ohe hbera’c-ed
kccuntnes. (100_]_0221'5.,14) o S B ,

_ E Confldentlal Informant Wolf advised that there was a clase cennec= 7
v t.ion ezisting between the, League of American Wnters and the Hollywood
,E}'riters Mobiliza,‘uone o IR TN

S : The follom.ng data mth respect to Lawscn's connec icns with the o
: 'Hollywood vxrlt.ers moblllzatlon is set forth to 1113 strate the direcblon and
... - control exerted over thls orgam.zatlon by Lawsan };!ost pertinent informae
7% - tion déveloped rela%ive to Latrson¥s- éontrol o thxs Eroupiwas: abtalned by 8
R hlglﬂ,y reliable and coni‘ids}tial source‘»%_.; : : ‘

RRRSa In kﬁrch, 1945, a: hlghly eonfldez:ttial source advised that thex%‘é“;'“ B
o recently had been a strong differénce of opinion: between Robert Riskin; . ‘

- head of the Overseas Film Bureaug Office -of War: Informa,,tion Few Zark, ‘and -
7 Philip' Rmneg ‘head of the Log #ingeles OFI Film’ Bureau, @nd bhi'd difference . .
. -of opinion was edncerned with scripts wku.ch ‘had been subiitted" by the . . . Lo

;' Hollywood Writers. LIobiliza‘c.ion,: PHis source indicated ‘that-Sidney Ezchmang R

7 Chairman: of the Hollywood Writers ,Mobilizatmn Ed:.toz'ial“‘Board, dlseuaseﬁ oo
.t this mavterwith John: Howard  Lavison, < ‘Buchman advised that he had con :
. with Riskin who' informed Him that Philip Dunng’ had=-‘g' e over ",rﬁ on the som=-.;
w4 called “contmved“ films (films based on’ ‘fiction or so<called ‘dramatic in~' ° R
BRRYRTA, e:.d@nts). Dunpe had- apparently ingbructed the. i,igsnywood Heiters ?ﬂob‘lhzation

iv 7 group that this was the ‘type . of’ f:.lm OwI. desired to prodice, Follomng S

‘.. Dunne's instrueticnsg according to the: source, ‘the Hollymoa:?friters I&biliza—. s
+» X tion had gone'ahead and -done scmpts of this type . and as.a result may of the '
T seripts had been under fire by the Rew York Of‘ﬁce of the :OWI, ahere. Risidn
~ - was in charge. It ‘was further, pointed out ‘that Rislan wag strang for
S docuﬁien‘bary films since he felt a res;aonsibiht.y %o the' &tata Depax’tment.
71" and further that misrepresentations were bound to'arise out’ of. dramatic :
. -incidents in the Tcontrived" films thus making them more “vaulnerable. The
' source stated that both Lawson and Buchman. agreed that "this controversy
..+, between Dunne and Riskin would effect the’ ‘Bollywood Writers. ﬁobﬁization,
T which they control, sinee most of- the scripts alrea@ completed wculd have
.~ "t _be redone. ((100-102217-13) ‘

Lo "..\,“. .7 i ,.‘”. C_\ E_r;\r.,\ mm

Ei‘eeimical S‘urveillance on ‘the- residence of John Howard Lm&), @ FL(/)
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- ©. LEAGUE OF NVERTCAN URIYERS - e el
o Fhe League of American Wnterg,awomngum Gilbert Tolf,

. & confidential informant of the los Angeles Office; was originated in IR
' Iderkov, Russiay in Novembsr, 1930, and in the United States in 1935, -~
: This informant indicated that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of

* American Writers was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to

bring the uriters employed in the motion Pleture industry under vhe im~
fluence’of the League of American Uriters and the Commnist Party, USA, -
it being pointed out that this Loague was the foremost front organization .
operating in the so-=called cultural and intellectual fields. S L
- . . (100-102217-7X) | | .
4 . . . The source stated that the Congress of: American Revoluiionary S
- Uriters formsd the League of American Writers, it being pointed cut that. - -
+ - the latter orgenization was declared subversive by the Attorney General
' on Nay 5, 942, . P S U C

. Additional information relative to the Communist deracter of @ =

the League of American Writers was set forth bergtofore In comnection .- -
,‘ uvith the Section entitled "Joint Fact-Finding Committes; Galifornia - -
© o -Leglslabupev.. . . oL Ll T e

-

.- There is set forth hereinafter Lawson's connection with the League . .
as vell as dsta demonstrating the control and direction which he exerted -
over this organmization. . The most pertinent information in_this regard was
obtained from a highly confidential and reliable smrce-&e@y@_ S

o . On March 25, 1939, an article appeared in the Peoples World - -
entitled "Hollywood Writers ask Entry for German Exile". The article
: Stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of -
- American Writers-was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depart- .
- - ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist - .
. -and film script writer, The wire sent to the State Department was I
. signed by John Howard Lawson, among obhersi " (617561-278X12) ,
S In June, 1941, an article appesred in the Daily Worker entitled - - ’
: "riters Open Congress with Peace Rally™. Tt was stated that some of .
.- Amerlea's best lmoim novelists, poets, artists and literary critics raiged -
' - their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth
. American Writers' Congress. John Howard Lawson was listed as being one of .
| the speakers. - (700-31091 Suba) . SRR :

" . On December 28, 1941, Valter ;E‘et,er, 4524 Cold Wiater Canyon Avenue 3. -
- Horth Hollywood, California, a-confdential informant of the Los Angeles @ﬂ

E’IeéMicalf’S?rve’iilanc_é on the residence. pf‘ Jomn Eowéx‘d ALam@j]—@%() :
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Assoe:.atm' o

Howard Lawson was listed as treasnmr oi‘ the organizatlon.,

. Eﬁ.ddle class of people

\-‘att'aﬂldng the Federal Biregu of - Investigation in the form of

TR

Cope Gonn@tions eﬁitii}éthféf&ggﬁééiidﬁs,; |

R 'i’he January9 1937\3 issue of the "Labor Befazderﬂ pnbl:.shed mnthly
by the Interaational . laboy Defense,, ‘80 East 1lth:Street; Nev York City, mth
William L. Patterson @nd Sasha Spall as editors, listed John Eovard Lavson

a3 being. on the Editorigl . E)ardo A highly ‘confidential and deliéate soures

dn 1945 id@rxtﬁ.fled Sasha &911 -as. a member of. the then ﬁonmunist Pblita.ea,l
o .;.-(1?0-17319—3 p7) SRR ,

Hi Febmaryg 193’7 5 the formation of the Amez'ican Soﬁety for

Technieal Md'to Spatfish Democracy. with' temporary quarters at 2 East :e?th B

Strest, Pew York City, officé of the New Hasses, wag announced by Walds Frank‘ ‘

- novelist and’ lgcturer. The officers .were hsted a8 John ‘Howard Lanson 3

Secretary, and mlliam Bmwdw, TF&&S&?@I‘& . (100-1469—91 p19)

In a le%ter dated Bacember 3, 1938, :1.ssued by the &!atlonal Gomw ; B
mittee fcr Pgoplets Rights,’ i‘ormerly the HWational Commi ttee, for the Defense
. of Political: ‘Prisoners; 216 Clark Building, . Blrmngham, Alabama,, dohm .. "

R ni‘identlal Imformmztxm Ea Leather ‘omer]y an’ informnt uf
the Atlanta Field Di.vision, informed:in 5 1913.1 5 that the f&ational
" Cormittee for the Defense of Politlcal Pnsone
Bei‘ense are both Gomamst

1t | yo. o
can secire pu‘olicﬁ‘byo Aecording Yo -the mformants t.’ne Intematlonal Labar .

- Defense has. close conbact mth the’ mrkers and is 1
S (100-3-33 Sec., 2 ser., 3) -;«';._;
_ .
On: he back ofg ain

5,200 Pifth Aveiue, ew York Gity, entitled "For United Action in
the struggle Against antiesmtism and Fascism®,

‘of'this Grgaﬂizationo The name of Johp Howard I

n ig included, - ‘Henros

~+Steinberg; a confidential souree of the Hew York Office has stated that the '

Jewish People‘s Comzzﬁ.ttee is a Gommnistuinspz.red gf'oupo (100—11380—16 pl=b6;

61-’7590- 0)
l’n the Peoples Bmly Wer‘ld for June 1‘7 10419 a.n articl 4 4) _
"various members of the Citizens Coummittee for Harr;v Bridg@s releaaeﬁ by tha

Committee- headquarters at '1265. ‘Broadway, New York City. . Included’ among
individuals ic:f.>xmnextﬂ:.fw_:ag on’ the ¢onduct of the, &‘*idges hea

PR (39-915-1382>

(61-7559-3385 xl)

mphlet publiehad 4n-1940 by the Jerdeh’ ?eep}.evs L

g appears a 1ist of the spansgrgli‘: s

ﬁng and the actlvz.tieasi B
: of the FBI was Johzx ‘Boward Lawsan,, ﬂplaymigh% and screen mriter“ N




N N [ T
el : '
e ¥

L . & conﬁdan%m awm@ (tmsh cowmg@ o eszﬁ.c@ of mor R@s@amh
_ ,ﬁsmsia%ixmg 80 Tagt 1lth .s%mee.,, Ao York: City) adviged thet John' Howaxd.
. lagson was o sponsor. of the Schappes Dofense Committes which wos foundsd
. An Mow Yorlr City in July,, 1941, to raise fands for and help prosecute the
defenss of Yorris U. Schappes forney City Gallage inmncm who wag R
. gentoneed to wprison tewd in the State Ponitentiary. for perdury arising cmﬁ
of & 19L1 inguizy into Comibnism in educabional instituvtions, The expross
parposa of the Commiltee as set forth in one of its pamphlets vas 40 holp
- ‘progocuts tho legal dofense, to scquaint ¢he. ldbor novenant, - tho-oducationnl .
- wordd ‘and the geperal public with the iasues. involved in- thia case, to raise’
-fuma for the c!m'eme emﬁ to’ help ac?mmes support thoge d@;zenﬁe;n% urom hﬁao

A 100~29=3Y pg L0
SN Deccnber 19 19&19 aeemsﬂing to g highly eoaﬁdm%ial caourceﬂ
on m}cm:m pammx conbacted Laweon'e wife to t611 her of o vory "pothetic
| tolegran® veceived, fran Bduard Borsky, head of the Joint Anti-Fageist ~
- Refugoe cmme% it-belng roted. that, Msky ag. meen%ly gi*mn a Jail
. senteoneo fov rofusing to produce the pétords of the JAFRC for the House P
 Theflmericsn Actdvitics Gmﬁ%@m Aacwdﬂ.ng ‘&a %:he infamsmtg mm %@Mp SR
: grammadaafallom«“"“, , e RS '

e "Tiﬂl‘m 'E‘O Cﬁ'i’ mm gm:»memm? m&w G%’l 4&&»‘3’ B&M‘ Gﬂ? o e
oF mmza 'SEND MONEY AT GREATESY FOSSIBLE SACRIFICES® ~ . r'_:‘;:.y:;: IR
‘ -0 ' 100=24499~76. pg10. : AT
L Qn Janmary 16, w&a, a highly confidentisl gouves’ (mamcw. .
= m@ﬂmm@ on posidence of Horberd Bibeman) reported thel Piberman vas
- gongultod concerning o letter lssued by My, Eemite, Naglonsl S@m‘@ﬁm‘ﬁ? ol
- Hatdannl Poderadion for Conctituticnal Liberties, aﬁvl@ing thet this cmﬁai%e@
. ups sbtartdng a campslgn agsinst the Dies smmﬁ,%m and wanted the Hcllwouﬂ
peopla 0 do sonething eboud: it, -Although the informsnt tas wnable o -
ascortain the name of the man vith whom Bibdrman congulted on ¢his date, '
4¢ was doterpined by andthor’ Mighly confidentisl eourcod cn Jomuary 18, 19113,
. that John Hooaxd Lewson hed directed Elissheth Ledch So pick up this 1@%@?
" from Bibemmms IV Ao notod that Blizedboth Igach wao the Organizor of the
Horthrost Secbion, Log Angeles County’ Copmmmiat Poxty at tho timo, 1% should
bo noted thot the ﬂaﬁimal Podoration for Constitutional Iiberdice tas
‘deglared subversive by the Attorney. G@nar o J!ﬂf 31, 1941, 4n that it. ca:mea
. mﬁMn the, z;mzvvicu o*‘ the Hateh tm*%o
100-2&&99—2’11 pg 17

‘. . om Emdh 12, 19&3,, it wan m*xor%ad by Hewvey Gilbert Wolf, &
: 'conﬁdmﬁml informant of the Lop Angelos Offico; %haﬁ Herbard Bib@m&mp,
. Gele Bondorgoord, Féiard Piberman and his wife Sonja Dahl, lps. Eva
' Bibermen; Anthony Ellis and ilsllen Bllis, bis wife, would all attend the : '
- Joint Anbi-Pasciet. Refugee Cmitice mny held ot the Philhmsmonic Audidorium, -
1% mas po&n%aﬂ ot tmﬁ Sonja mb@mmz mz..a th@ 2omez° ﬁollwmd Chalriman. - :

. Er@chmiml mmillmc@ o %h@ maiamm@ of Jﬁhn &umxm mmj@{&j

- ;,,5 .
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%6 besr in this regard.’ During the conversation, according £ the
" informant, it was pointeéd out that ‘the Los %}nge}gs,-Sechog of the Fres
. World Association had not as yet revoked Point ‘_#I.oi‘ its Aims and Pur-f :
poses,@>w: (100-24499-312 p15) © . T ¢ P
.. . The name of John Howard lawson appeared as a sponsor oma . - o
. circular distrituted by the American Youth for ‘Democracy, 1567 Broadway, ,
.pét;‘oit, .iiighiggng ,.d'atedlsece;zx_b@erlze',, ;1%5,' - 61-777&1.5_5279‘) - B
- In Tovember, 1945, according %o & highly confidential sourcek,
.+ Lawson conferred several times Wwith Mildred Raskin, Bxecutive Secretary i
- of the People's Educational Center, ‘»"des’cribed,_as'the«-organ;z’ation created.
‘and dominated by the Commnists to Spread Communist philosophy, and these

‘conversationsmde it clear that lawson was becoming concerned over the = ..

$3,000 or $4,000 which ‘be ‘personally had guaranteed for this organization

- in the vay of printing bills and incidental expenses. The same source. .‘

' indicated that Lawson fE1t that the organization was not’ going -to .be able .
%o. repay this money to him. During the same beriod, the  same source was
‘present, when -Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Communist screen writer, -

' regarding ways and means-of Talsing §5,000 for the benefit of the People's .
- - Educational Center. Lawson also advised this informant that he was planning
- Yo take a hand in the recrgamization of the staff of the People's Educa-
tional .Center, . comnenting that he did not think that ‘the personnel was .
organized in the mst effective wy; @) (100-24499~369 .p3) '

S hceording.to & pamphlet-idsued by the Los fngeles. Uorkers School, .
~ John Howard ,Laﬁsdn,_togethgr. with Albert - ‘Maltz and other invited lecturers,

were o be the instructors at the course entitled #The American Democratic - -
Tradition®, an elght-week course, tuition £3.  The course was.to be given N
~ .. .abt the Unitarian Ghurch,a;afaaé;wejst-rathSetreet;”.?:sas'A'ngéles,. Of all the -~ . oo
' courses taught at the Workers.School, according to'this pamphlet, thiswas .. .
the only one not bein; .Yaught at the Workers School proper located at 22
' West 3rd Street, Ios \&geleso‘ This course, according to the. booklet, -"will -
- be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the history of cur . . -
-, :Mations the.demcratic conditions throughout the development’ of our people.
‘. Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the growth, probtlems-

- and deve}opmgnt:;:_of_?he‘ Anerican tradition during the period of the Civil War

. for the Leage of American Writers entitled "Our. Demoeratic’ Heritage". -The log - -
.. Angeles Workers Schaol, founded in 1939, according to the pamphlet, bases its -~

.,  studies.on the various teachings Yin social scienceo. . Markisn., . the theory and - .°

© Practice of the worlkdng class and the people’s movement throughout hi story", '

v . this school is the ‘educational Plant for the Communists in Los Ange: a3 County.
SR ST o e . (100-24499-234 p6) ¢ }
; Eﬂeﬁhmcalfsmﬁllance;m the residence of John. Howard Lawson. | ANV

, s L R I
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The above refez'red to pamphlet al atateci that recently 5 m a
SR speech of thr,ae hours. at’ the. ‘*People's Eﬁuca%mnal Gen‘ter? s John Hevrard
L -vlawson made” such ,statements: as 0 L] L ‘

;’%a %mfist”theary i"" .th > ‘only . s:mmd basis fer'history L

| U othe voice of wmes‘ i the voicé ovf‘ane of ths imost ‘elﬂz.sh [j}f, :
: v ymanepﬁlies in ‘the wwld taday.ﬁ*,ic\ : oY U

ssu& ef Se:ptembe l?, 1946, carm.es an T
ter of thé- National Hegro Cangress mld
L ; . for a mass. meat.:mg called. for the over ali -

o '-.._endarsement of the ‘Fair: mploymsnw Pz’actices Act, Accordmgcto this ark;.cle, R
72 John Tripp MeTernan' ha& ‘been: seleeted to lead a:panel discussion on the tepie .:‘ -

v nPoliee. Emtal:.ty“ A similar article was carz*ied in the Gahfarnia Eagla, AN At
S T Hegro newspaper published in Los. ﬁngeles by ohe’Charlotta ‘Bass, 'a prominent: . M

-COmnami‘st Party line, follower, reﬂecting that this National Negro Congress -

AU : .at 4016 South Gen‘hral Avenie on’ Sunday,*Septembar 23, 1946, - 5p8akersi;
TVl gted gt bhis mgeting included John Howard Lawson; motion . picture writers
..+ "Colonel” Jameaﬂ Roosevelt: ;“mnxp\zm, Connelly, Willd'am, ‘Bidner ""'E:remtive Secretat?

;J'ﬂ‘cx‘ %&akﬁ.hzatz “f@r Demoerac:y,‘ and Mbert Bekg:er, mation mcture actmr, v‘,‘j T

PRI T T (T 9135 29 93 &
[ AR vember 1946 ; 'hnelders former. canf‘idential :mforman%’. D
o .*of the L@s Angeles Office advisad that John Howard Lawson was President of ... '

© . the lincoln ‘Commnity. Book Center: and that Waldo Salt, a lmown- Commmisty .o
‘,accerding $0 .a highly: delicate: -and rehable seurce, is Yice: Presmento The\
... informant ,also ascertained-that the bank aceount of the lincoln: c{ammity :
- v Book Cenmter will'substantiste Lawsonvs pms:zdencyEm amther highly ‘ebn-t

f_v".',"'fidentz.al ’sourc‘ s-deseribed this argar&zatian» as. 1

SR he Ii _coln :Book Sho Operated:

ormant. ders,‘ an empleyee of. the Security First ﬁational Bmk,- s
~ ;- has - adviseﬁ ‘that Lawson .has: ccntnbu’eed eonsiderable sumg. of’ SIS
L .xmney “to" the fall@wing organi a%iens, sametimes in the “amol
e paz*_monthf s ' IR
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. “In tho stugto Lakor orgaiisgtion, the csarades had only
- -mixed success. The painters’ union went over to the side of

the revolution. The Screen Writers® Guild Joined the Popular

' . Front; despite trave attempts ‘of the Authors' League of America
‘to wrest the Hollywood ‘section .from the Stalinist grip. In the

~to Communist, domination=-Donald Ogden Stewart acteﬁ'a‘;s,'géneraljﬁ. -

.. Sam Ormits; Frark Scully, 0liver. Garrett Lan Hellman, - .
. >: .. Borig Ingster; John Howard Lawson,: Lester Cole,. Joel Sayre, and " "
;.. Uadaline Ruthven," ~ (1002449966, :p3): - WS

fdrious fight against: the ! fascistst~ineaning snyone who objected
issimo with such fine liéutenants as Dudley Hichols, Frances

5

+ -

Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shaw, Tess vSleSi’ﬁéaf'»~_':.'

H, P. Garrett, lillian Hellman,

e

L

"o . Piscontimued Technical Surveillsncs on ‘the: Auieriean Youth for © . ai -

- Democracy -and Confidentisl Tnformant Hichard 7. Sorci rvidio ‘advised that' - o
. Second’ anniversary dimner® . '

- Howard Lawson’ was one of the ‘sponsors. of g

. S

. . -given by. the American Youth for Democracy, a known Communist dominated ~ - .

. droup, on December 12; 1945, at, the Hotel ‘Roosevelt,: New York City. . The L

.. ..purpose of ‘the dimmer was "o welcome home ‘discharged veterans, to pay.’ o
oo ctributeto the contributions of the young men ‘and women ‘of our armed foreces
L and %o dramatizg-'t'he;‘-"pdgﬁfwar,pmblémgvé.ﬁ*youth‘?’. a S

L T RNR O T (Blrr-34-182)
In March, 1945, the National Fe

P

deration for Congbitutional Liberbies,

E " _'235").38;5‘5 42nd Street, New York City, issued a public statement in support of t’ﬁe

.~ - army order making Commnists -and Commmnist Party. sympathizers eligible for -
© - Aray Commissions. .I% was stated that "the basic consideration is not the . -
+ propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to-the United Statest, The
. statement of the National Federation for' Gons‘tiuztichal'ﬂ{;ih;ex’bies: was en
+_%. " by numerous people and the name of Johm Howard Lawscn, playuright, Hollywood, .
‘... appeared on this list. It ismnoted that the National Federation of Constita~ =

e -yiomal Liberties was declared subversive by the Attorney Gensral in July,

v was "i':;faqt ed as sayings -

‘ML want, very much to &éxmnstfateuit’h'mrticulaf? emphasis the role. |

(100-1170-298) -

dorsed

: O ‘ a

_ According to the Jamary 30, 196, iseue of the Daily Worker, Lauson

;' Of the Hegro in American 1ife. Since our bistory has been written

by white historians and since no influential ones have been from . -

...~ the South, the contribution of the Negro people and their 1eaders
Sl ‘ .~ - has been .cpmp]‘.ejtely’suppressed"‘..».r- “u R

hiéﬁt%oria%,: author of the authoritative theater and. technique
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In this arti €le, Lavson was déscm}iédf"aé,if?’bﬁe @fﬁmeﬁea”scutstanding ; e

Sucoessful sereen writed®.. .. o o iteo o0 !
et e e (100-249 37 pR) )

of playwriting, =

eyt




- On Felwuary 7, 1947, according to a highly confidential souree® -
- Lon Barris, 4215 Troost Avemie, North Hollywood California; a free lance =
writer and producer as well.as. a known Gommunist, contacted Jdohn Howard . ..
Lawson' and told Lawson that he was leaving for Bnglend at the end of éﬁ
ce.

month.  The source advised -that Lawson and Barris are close friends. '
© - «~this same regard ipn Felruary 14,1947, another highly confidential source,
, (3G crophone surveillance on the Soviet Consulate los Angél:eszﬁrepbrbed' B :
L at Lou Harris called at the Russian Vice Comsulate in Los Angeles and - _ A
- there met Bugene Pavlovich Tumanbsev; Soviet Conasu, Harris an mm‘hsev- -
tallked for approximately one  hour during: which time [ arris pointed out that " -
- the writers in the motion picture Andustry had a very difficult time pre="
' senting fprogressive ideas" in their stories inasmich as the producers were
ick to delete them. . Harris commented that he was leaving on Felruary 26,
947, for Tondon from New York City on a tmsiness trip d asked Tumantsey ..

 whether he should "waiy and see what happens® or apply S mmed r for
[\\ ' visa to’ enter Foland)3da ' what. happens APRLY : ely a

0 enve: PAccording o the informant,: Harris: and mantgev -
appeared quite congenial gnd the latter evinced considerable inverest in -the -
@Y (100=240334-6) . T TR

" motion picture industry

v, j

1

- Efeehnical &xrveil;érice‘ on the residence 'of_.ﬁJghn Hovard Laﬁré;'ozif '

e -
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| . Harvey Gilber$ ¥elf, lmmasz vas arrosted on

. this connection Casptain G. L. Muillens of the Birmingheom Pﬁ.im mpm’ma PRI
. gtated that Lavsdn was defsnéeé by & lawyer nemed Rarold Ealﬂtm from ey 'E@rko

: 'infemation regarding Alexander B. : scalia, mpor%e&ly algo a?ms%@& itk

-~ @ity. He vss very sctive in 1934 end 1935 in Birminghan snd was arrésb: W
 the éBi?minghm Police on May 17, 1934. Uhile in Birminghem, he contoctod

".mws%;
© 1934, mﬂee%eﬁ thet Iswson vae arrosted on that date ond released

. that. on Hay 17, 1934, Lavson wae talken- in‘&e cusbody by polico, finge
.-pho%o@aphad and relessed. Phis ar%iele, referrod to ohove, aama ma@f 1@,

-

ﬁmy éil’bert %lf, a eanﬁ&@n&iaﬁ imfomm% @ﬁ‘ the Fos &g@l@s

- “ei'i’ﬁ.cs,, ambe& that at & lectuve iam Jane,. 1%3, before & school 6f She E«@m@

‘of Lmsrican Writers, Lavoon a‘aaﬁe& $hat en the aeg that Sasco and Tenzobsd -

- were oxecuted in Massechusetts, dugred 27, mﬁ?, he, Laveon hed boon esrosted

in Boston for pieketing the State Copitol. Hish gogord o thin sclf-admidted

 arrest of .bewsen, the informaat stated that Zaveon teccms & lober ggi%a%e?

meny yeers aso ond vent to Birningham, zllabam. to parbisipate in a strilte .
.in the stéol mille fn that eity in 1934, Aeewﬁing Yo confidential infofmpmt
_ v 175 1934, on o chavgo of '
erimins} lidbel groving oub of an article mhieh twas wriltten by Lavson in tho -

- Ohaily Yorkert, Wev York ity Commanist newspaper, defending a Gommis%

orginiser, Harcld Rolston. §& is observed that Lavsen®s §E§E num‘ber Lg-
3021790 snd that his record ian thig mgafﬂ reflects that be wos asrosted im

 Biroinghen on My 17, 1934, by the Birminghem Polise Eapa?%&em% o the eh&f@a )

of belng & Commanist. To ms i*eleaaea on %ha smm d@go L o
(100=24499=3.56 pp €9& 70)

0ffiser Harless ,af the mminm ?gnae mp&?w@s ml.a&ea 'ﬁas
followving information with regard %o the orrest of Lawson in Birmingham, .

- Algbema, May 17, 1934, Harleos said that he vesalled $ha% the police breks |

up & Comimnis® meeting &b, vhieh Iawson wae pmeenﬁ wod thet Bowvson wos.thog
Surned over to Officer J. F. Novor and Officer P. €. Cole RS vere m mg o
Sonmanl st notters 4% the tims for the Dirmminghem Police Departmont,

Heo alge recalled that o women named Jeme Specd, a vell-kmova Germunin$ ,
organigor, vas alsc present at thé mesting at vhieh Zauson was we%e;é, : ?ha
Focords of the Birminghom Pelice Department further revesled the follouing. . -

&a@s&m : }'%&s man 1o an Internatiomal Iebor Defemse AbSorey fros Héw ozl

sevorel lewyers in an eoffort to sscure thely servieos in resding pasks og
the Internaticasl Iabor Defonse. %his pap 48 very high in the. ﬁ@mwzis% ?e:sﬁ?tzro
His Bimin@m polise num‘bef' is mzﬁ%g“. (100=2A499=177) ¢

‘?ﬁa Wew York Qimsa morPgus eonmmsﬁ ‘km wbiﬁles mgw&in'
Lavson ab Bimingham Alsbema, The first erticle dabed

‘o€ §300_ %6 cppesr in Recorder®s Cours the follewing Gsy. Tho arreatfellol
& conférenee betusen Ir. Lawson end five other Hevw Yovkers and V.. Ags -
Gomissi@ner of Public Safety ab Gily Hell. %he article further mva&sleé a@ .

1934, 1o aldo in the Wey York ¥imes filen. ?h@ charges, in @mﬁa&%ﬁe&z with

e pm‘bliea.tiem that appeam& in the Bmilgr %?ker in vhich'a &isé@m@an@x‘ @mxz-&

66
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