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Overview of the series

# 2: Infographics and
the visual display of
information

e How does data and
information connect
to tell a story?

e Using color coding.

e Use of infographics.

e Find the media to
showcase your
program.



Why use visualization?

Information can be very dense and complex.

Visualization may help your audience to process this
information in an easier way, increasing their ability to
understand and convey your story to others.



Why use visualization?
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Why use visualization?
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Infographics = Visual Explanations

Good infographics should focus on the story.

They are for show not tell a good infographic should:

Integrate words and pictures in a fluid and dynamic way
Reveal information otherwise hidden or submerged

Keep it simple and clear, a good infographic should:

Help to understand, find or do something more easily
Work as stand alone, self-explanatory communication
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Data and infographic types

What kind of data do
you have?

e Data Visualization (DataViz)
illustrates trends and patterns

e Narrative

presents a descriptive story, usually chronologically

e [nformation design
communicates a quick and clear message

What is the
story you wish
to tell?



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedians_in_Residence_-_Report_May_2014.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedians_in_Residence_-_Report_May_2014.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedians_in_Residence_-_Report_May_2014.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5a/The_secret_flow_of_Wiki_Loves_Monuments_infografic.svg/700px-The_secret_flow_of_Wiki_Loves_Monuments_infografic.svg.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5a/The_secret_flow_of_Wiki_Loves_Monuments_infografic.svg/700px-The_secret_flow_of_Wiki_Loves_Monuments_infografic.svg.png
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Deutschland/Evaluation/Volunteer_Support_Model
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Deutschland/Evaluation/Volunteer_Support_Model

Three steps to visualization prep

Before you start drawing, there are a few steps
that will help you see where your graphic is

going.

(1) —2) (3)
O >/

_ Key Relationships Supporting
information media



Step 1: Identify key information

Is the project a
proposal or a
completed
project?

Proposed
Project

|_

-

Focus on goals and process
e Goals
e Activities

Completed
Project

Focus on results and learning
e Outputs
e QOutcomes
e Adjustments to the process




Step 2: Determine relationship among
pieces of information.

-———

Your organization /
personal goals

Other program \\‘
(s), project(s),
or event(s) n

1

~_—_-



Step 3: Find supporting media and project
documentation.

1 Interviews
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I Videos [— JI.
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: Blogposts :
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Useful Graphic Types

There are many types of commonly used charts and graphs that are often
found in infographics
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Diagrams and Flowcharts

To explain relationships and processes.

When should | use it?

e To explain the progress of a project
e To describe your organization

e To frame your goals

e To outline a plan

T N
okl
Yo ok

o 4
Qb o))) o Wy,

/
2 [1K W
WIKIDATA
* Directly supported through grants and programs

** Indirectly supported through events by grantee Wikimedia organizations

Grantmaking Universe: interlocutors and impact.




Bar Charts

To show quantities and trends
over time. Data is represented
spatially, to scale.

When should | use a bar chart?

e \With quantitative data.

e To compare data between
different programs and
activities or over time.

Number of Papers

180

160

140

120

100

g0

60

40

20

Growth of Academic Interest in Wikipedia

M Journals

H Conferences

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2005 2010

Year

Note: Line graphs are good for time series data too. Instead of bars, you chart each datapoint and then connect each data
point over time with a line to illustrate the trend (Sometimes you can also add a trend line to a bar graph to have both).




Pie Charts

To show data SplitS and small Wikipedia editors are predominantly male
breakout groups within a data
point as slices of a round. Data is
represented spatially, to scale.

B Male

W Female

When should | use a pie chart?

e \With quantitative data.
e To compare small sets of
different groups or categories

Transsexual/Transgender

within your data.

Note: Pie charts are very useful for 2-3 category distinctions, less useful for 4-7, and hardly functional beyond that.



Maps

To illustrate data related to spatial
Issues.

When to use a map?

e To locate your data
e To see the relation between
different countries/cities doing

W

a similar project ’ &

N

Grants awarded in FY 2014. Heat map: darker signifies
higher $ spend.



Color Shading and Callouts

To highlight measures, targets,

and outcomes OR distinguish el e el T s N

between projects and participants O O T T T T T N
Content *

When to use a color shading B ol

and callouts? et

Retaining

e To point out a message buried users
in a passage of text. S
e To point out a result buried in
a data table or chart.

See this example of stoplight coding for specific targets also


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SkG4YBL0N4BE_83lV0affGWSWdM-CXbQKdx2yRlSXzU/edit?usp=sharing

Case study: WMEE Proposal

Breaks
down key
information to
highlighted
sections.

Shading and
text callouts
help to identify
each program
and its goals
clearly.

The goal of the education program is:

to increase the awareness of the younger generation about free culture and free knowledge and

Means

Objectives

to provide them with skills for contributing to Wikimedia projects.

In order to achieve the goal Wikimedia Eesti will implement following means:

1. Introducing Wikipedia on a wider scale in universities, i.e.
introducing Wikimedia related activities to curricula,

2. Organizing training events and workshops as a part of a
project on a specific field of study (in year 2015, it is
environmental awareness),

Objectives for the program for the year 2015 are:

1. Having at least 2 courses in different university
departments where contribution to Wikimedia projects forms
an essential part of the curriculum.

2. Have at least 15 teachers from secondary schools
integrated to a nationwide network of teachers using

2. How do your program objectives focus on the Wikimedia strategic priorities?

3. Creation of a nationwide network of teachers using
Wikimedia as a study tool in secondary schools,

4. Increasing the involvement of active Wikipedians in order
to ensure the quality and suitability of editing related to the
education program.

Wikimedia as a study tool.

3. Have at least 35 training events and workshops related
to the environmental awareness education project.

4. At least 5 active members of Estonian Wikipedia
community are actively involved in the education program.

The strategical goal of the education program is

an increase of number and competence of people contributing to Wikimedia projects, as well as an increase of Wikimedia content q

through involving educated specialists to Wikimedia activities who otherwise would not be aware of or competent enough for Wikimedia



https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:APG/Proposals/2014-2015_round1/Wikimedia_Eesti/Proposal_form

Case study: WM UK proposal

scholarships awarded
to volunteers 1 7 1 57

attending events new articles in Welsh

4 11,856

images uploaded to
Wikimedia Commons during

Wiki Loves Monuments
NG
917 i4tit

with prompts throughout

used in their Annual and
Wikimedians in Residence

Presented as overview and then

Consistency with reporting!

A similar version of this graphic is

8 /JK people attended & & & =
events /).\\ editing training Tﬂ“ﬂ'?

reporting.



https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:APG/Proposals/2014-2015_round1/Wikimedia_UK/Proposal_form
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWikimedia_AR_2014_download.pdf&page=6
https://wikimedia.org.uk/wiki/Wikimedian_in_Residence_2014_review

Case study: WMFR Proposal

Breaks down
key information
into consistent

sections.

Links to
metric
definitions

4. How will your organization measure and report the results of this program?

Impact on the Wikimedia projects

New actions
« Template on user
Increase developed. Number of contributions ages/listing on project
in project 50,000 - Partnership building. |- I pages I g ke
L in the name space page + Wikiscan
volume Continuation of o
s » Listing of pages created
g projects. during the event
Partnerships, public
Increase ) Template on user
N . meetings, Number of New . =
in project 750 - N X i pages/Listing of participants -
implementation of editors(1,1) R
volume Rk on project page
new projects
Support for partner
5 good ppc') X P )
i : organizations. Growth according to
Growth in articles or . . L
) - Thorough - Quality of content (potential) quality criteria of |-
quality featured . - . .
) groundwork in this the Wikimedia project
articles
area
Punctual:
Increasing the at the end
Growthin |_ ___ _ skills/kknowledge of the  |Survey at the end of the of the


https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:APG/Proposals/2013-2014_round2/Wikim%C3%A9dia_France/Proposal_form

Other Resources

Example A: Differentiate Key information from background knowledge.

Infographics: The Power of Visual Storytelling.

User-centered design. Presentation by Jonathan Morgan, Jessie Wild-

Sneller and Yana Welinder for Wikimania 2014.
Infographic icon set on Wikimedia Commons. (Make your own

infographics!)

Infographics from Learning and Evaluation team on Wikimedia Commons.
Inkscape. Open source software to create and edit vector graphics.
Wordle.net. Create your own word clouds!

Online guide to making an infographic.



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SkG4YBL0N4BE_83lV0affGWSWdM-CXbQKdx2yRlSXzU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SkG4YBL0N4BE_83lV0affGWSWdM-CXbQKdx2yRlSXzU/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.columnfivemedia.com/book/
http://www.columnfivemedia.com/book/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wikimania2014_Human-centered_design_for_free_knowledge_slides_with_notes.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:PE%26D_Infographic_Icon_set
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:PE%26D_Infographics
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:PE%26D_Infographics
https://inkscape.org/en/
https://inkscape.org/en/
http://www.wordle.net/
http://www.wordle.net/
http://www.visioncritical.com/blog/pretty-and-pretty-useful-how-create-awesome-infographics
http://www.visioncritical.com/blog/pretty-and-pretty-useful-how-create-awesome-infographics

Image credits

Cover: Bundesarchiv, CC-BY-SA. Available on Commons.

Slide 13 & 16: Wikimedia Blog by Ayush Khanna on Gender Gap, published on April 2012.

Slide 13: Flowchart on Deletion process on en.wiki. Featured on Research Newsletter, July 2011.

Slide 15: Bar chart on Growth of Academic Interest on Wikipedia. Featured on The Signpost, June

6.2011.

e Slide 14 & 17: Grantmaking Universe and Map of Grants Awarded, as seen on Grantmaking
Quarterly Review, September 2014.

e Slide 18: Wikimedia programs by goals chart, extracted from Program Evaluation Report (beta)

poster, presented at Wikimania London.
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https://blog.wikimedia.org/2012/04/27/nine-out-of-ten-wikipedians-continue-to-be-men/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Deletion_process_on_English_Wikipedia_(flowchart).jpg
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Grantmaking_Quarterly_Review,_Sep_2014.pdf&page=3
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