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| HEADQUARTERS . <IN
- .S.STRATEGIC ROMBING SURVEY RESTRICTED
(Pacific) ’
¢/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 309 PLACE: TOKYS
JJapenese IntelleNoel5) DATE: 10 Nov,1945

Bivision of Origimﬁ Japenese Sectlon, G2, USSBSe
Subjects TFleet Intelligence Orgenlzétion and Precedures
Person interrogeteld end background? ’

WAKAJIMA, Chiketeka, ComcTe, IJNey staff intelligence nfflicer,
for heafquerters, Combined Navel Force{top tatical anc
sdministrs tive commend in the Jeps nese Nevy) frem Novgmber

' 1947 until the end of the war, Previocus cereery

1926, gredusted Nevel Acedenys to December 1922, seca duty
’ ' on vericus ships, including seven months et tcrpedo anc
cunnery schoolj premoted te lieutenent December 1933
to May 1933, unéer instruction, comrmnicetiens schoolj
to August 1934, duty ed YOXCSUEA Favel Statleng to December
1937, seca futy ships and steffs of 5th Torpedo Flotilla
snd 4bh ené 5th Squedr nsj tC Necember 1938, commurlcations
duty, Nevel Genersl Heodquerterss promoted €0 lieutenente
sommander November 19383 to April 1940, student at Nevel
Acedcmys to September 1941, communicetisns duty, Naval
Gener:l Heedquarters; to July 1942, communicetions ste ff
officer, 2nd Flecty tc Nevember 194%, ccmmnicaticns staff
of ficer, 3rd Fleet; promoted tO commender June 1943.
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Where interviewed? Nevy Ministirye

Interrr‘)gator: Ltl SQ P Ahlbum’ USNR
Major ReSe. Spilman, JTe, ACs AUS

Interpreters: Mre John Taji

Allied Officirs Presents Nones
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.  RESTRICTED
Trenscripbof Interrogstien: (VAKAJIWA, Chiketeks, Cundr, IJN)

SUNMISAFY §

1. The concept of intelligencc et the Tombined Nevel
Force, of fleet, hercquarters lovel in the Jepenese Nevy we's
not a center thrcugh which intellience mrtters flowed t?
higher en¢ lower levels, but rather » centcr for estimeting
41licd strength end intentions as & besls for pelicy end |
operetizng orcers issued by the CormandereineChief, Origlna}ly
o one-men job, the section in the closing pheses of the wur as
been sugmented by eight other officcrs, mest of whom h=¢d no
training other than evirtion a’ministration end, from Concr,
HAKAJIMA'S descrintion, woulé be the Jepanese couivelent of
AM~V(S) officers,

2, Ye intellisence summeriecs were orepered st Combineafl
Nevel Porce level for disseminetion to subordinrte comm nrse In
fact, situcticn plets and recorcs were not kept until it became
necessery ¢s a merns of treining the new gssistents, and‘until
that time, the only Allied fleect order of battle et Gomb%ned
Navel Force heedquerters wes, according to Comire EAKAJINA, the
one he kept in his hesd, The system wrs described as weak 2.nd
unscientifice.

2, Beurces of informeticn tepped by the Combined Neval
Force intelligence officer in prepering estimetes of the
situstion for the Ccrmnmander-in-Chief were dispetch #né written
summeries received from the centrzl infermetion center et Navel
General 8taff Headguarters; reconnpissance repcris, both from the
air ¢ad from coast'wazchers. operational reperts Ifrcm sgburdinate
units, end treffic snslysis of Alliec communicetionse NG
systematic reports were reouired from subordincte commnds, &l-
thoush it was within the vrovince of bhe Combined Nevel Force
inteiligence officer to recuest 2dfitisnel information on the
basis of the operationsl reports he received. Specific requfsts
for gecrinl reconneissance often were made rnd sometimes carried
out, Photogrephy was dune by £ll recconnsissence planes, but
the shote:c themselves rarely went to Cembined Navel Force levels
normally, informetion from the photos wes sent Ty dispatch aftér
examination at lower levels, where photo interpreters were essigned.

4e Tull-time intellicence officers were not asgsigned in
the fleet below Combined Yavel Force level, Relow that, comm-
unicetions officers had intelligence work as addltional dutye
Although the Combined Naval Force was the top teadticel end
administrative command in the Japanese Nevy, the conduct of
intelligence work in subordinate commends wes not the respon-—
sibility of the Combined Neval Force intelligence officere.
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. . RESTRICTED
Trenscript' of Interrcgetiont (NLKAJIMA4 Chikate, Comire. IJN)

Qs 1. Wh@t were ycur ¢duties on the gsteff ofﬁthe Ccmbined Nevel
Force?l ¢

A, I wes staeff communicaticns officer and l2ter intelligence
officers TFor six mcnthe after I went to the $¢ombined Neval Fecree
in November 1943 I wes commugicetisne officer, end after thet [
was intelligence officer until the end of the war. My duties es
intelligence officer are herd tc define, since intelligence in
the Japenese Navy dces nct meen the same es in the American Navy.

Qe 2+ Will ycu describe your duties, then as Johc Sembo with the
Cembined Neval Foreei (NB: Comdr. NAKAJIMA wes listed c¢n the
Sombined Navel Ferce orgenizaticn as "Jcho Sembo® intelllgence

or infrrmetion officer.) :

Ae My principel duty wes tc meke estimates of American or cther
Allied fcrces, tc meke defucetlone on their movements c¢n informeatlon
receive® frcm the central infcrmet.on center,

Qe Se What were your sourcesicf informeticn?
A. Both the lower fleebt unilts and the Naval Generel Staff.

Qe #s dow.large el s¥eanlization g1d you.habe'a® fhe. Gcnbined
Navel Force headquarters’

A, In November 1943 I wes ccnrunicaticns of ficer end hed sine
intelligence cufiess I hed nc men unfer me ¢cing intelligence
work, but I 7id heve three cfficers and six enlister men ToF
monitcring radio. transmissicns, In Februery 1944 I got one
officer to assist me in intelligence, and in October 1944 I
cot twc more., In July 1945 five more officers were assigned
Yo intelligence, but since they hed had no previcus training
they were nct much helpe All my assistents, except the one

I requested in February 194z, were reserve ocfficers,

Qe 5. How were intelligence officérs selected?

A. Navy Personnel assigned thems I requested the first msn i
cct by neme,: and he wes a good man. The others who were assigned
were everage, some gcod, some POOTe

Qe 6. What was the background cf men assigne® to intelligence?

A. TPxcept for the man I requested specifically because I knew
he wes excepticnelly intelllgent, they were mostly men who hed.
just graduated from a schocl for air adjutent futy, cr acmine
igtrative work, after & mcnth or two ci treining in writing
crders, etce (NB.$ Jepanese NaVY'AﬂN(S) officers)

Qe 7o Did y:u get eny men with speciz]l intelligence ¢raining?
Ae Neoo

Qe 8¢ Why were the men assigned to you selectec for intelllgence
work?

AO‘ o dOn‘t kncwe

Qs 9e Were you resprnsible for the cenduct cf intelligence
in your subordinete ccmmends - the Air Fleets, Surface Fleets,
and Nawvel Districts?

Ae My primery duty wes follewing enemy strength and movement®,
and I &id not have cherge cf intelligence units in any BSub—
crdinate commtand.
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Transcript.ofInfﬁrrogEtion: (NAXAJIMA, Chiketake, Comcr. IJH)

Qe 10, Were there organizations siniliar te yours'in the
subordinate commends?

A. There were no groups charged with intelligzence work, but in
the lower units the corrrmnications officers had {ntelliegence, &S
you understant 1t, &s additional duty. :

Qs 1l1. How far down in the flect orcenization were full time
intelligence officers assizned?

Ao Only to Cormbined laval Force Heqdquarters, Below that
conrmunications pfficers haed intelliecence functionse.

Q. 12, Was the increase in your staff for intelligence Qutiece
nade at your request?

Ao Yes,

Q. 13. Did you request thet full-time intelligence officers be
assigned to subordinate units?

4&. I\TO b

Qe li¢ On what information were your estinates of enery
stréngth and novements nade! g

A. I basecd then on infermation from weth the ferward units anrd
fron the Naval General Staff. Information fron ferwerd units
included reconnaissance reports, reports fren coast watchers, and
an analysis of the anmount and type of corymnications between your

ships.

Q. 15. What sort of informetion 4id you get from TCKYO
headquarters?

A, It was fregmentery and very secneral, such 2s a note on the
méetinzg of generals and adnirals &% Sen Frencisco OT Pearl

He rbor. |

Qe 16 How was informatien from headquerters sent to you!

A. Urgent informetion wes sent by radio or telephone, other
by written document., The written materiel wes not sent &t
recular intervels, but whenever 1t wes considcred necessaryes

Q. 17, Whet distribution did headquarters make on the type
of informations sent!? '

A, I don't know, but I don't think it was distributed very
widely. Some infornation such &8 material on eirplane and
ship identification was civen wide distribution.

Qe 18. How did you neke use of the information yau.receivedT

A. I would think it over and come to Sone conclusion. It wes
not a very scientific method.

Q. 19. Did you keep situntion neps, plots of UeDe end Allied
movenents

A Yes after L zot some help.
Q. 20. Where were these meps £nd chfris kept

i, If eflort, on the flagship; if ashore, &t headquarters,
From +overmber 1933 to March 1944 I ywes on the MUSASEILS from
Mpy to Uctober 1944, on the crukser 0OYODO; ~fter thet, our
needquerters were sshore at FYCSEI, in the suburbs of YOKOSTTKA.
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FESTRICTED
Transcript of Interrogption® (FAKAJIMA, Chiketa, Comdr. 1di)
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Q. 21. How were your estimetes passed down to subordinete
commends d

A. They were not pessed down in nost instences. I would sive

the informetion and estimftes to the Commander-in-Chief who

would formulate policy end issue the necessary orders. DBowever,
after L+ beceme shore-besed I usecd to heve conferences with officers ef

subordinate conmends once & weeks

Qi 22. Were intelligence or inforrmetion publicstions issued
by you to lower echelons!?

Ad o,

Qe <23 that informetion did you recuire subordinate conmencs
to send to you?

A. As intelligence officer, none, but L cot all the operational
inforretion aveilable, Ycesionally I would esk for specific
informetion, such as more details on & new plane or ship they
night report, from subordinate units.

Qe 24. Did you send any informetion back to the dzyel General
General Staff

.%. Very little, but headguarters would get the seme infornation
hed through regular chennels, My estinates did not always
agree with theirs,

Qs 25. Was there any exchange of informetion with the army7

Ae Very little until April 1945, After April the Army held
weekly conferences end * was asked to sit in,

Qe <6, Bew mach informetion wes received from Germeny &nd
neutre.l sources?

ke 9 don't know, TOKYO headquerters received and pessed elong
that typeof intelllgence.

Qe <7 in meking your estimates of Allied strength and
inten%ions did you keep any order of bettle or orzanization
chart

‘ A L kept the informetion in my head, but - required ny
assistants to keep tables and charts to give them expericnce.

Qe <28 Bow accurate do you think your estimetes were?

Ao L think they were feirly accurete es to the composition of
your fleets The orgenization of Allied fleets were broedcest
on your redios. <+f the brozdcests were false my estinates were
bad,

Qe <29« After navel battles the Japanese redio often announced
the sinking of some of our ships in en obvious attempt to ge?b
informetion, sort of a fishing expeditione. Was this done feor
intelligence purpog:‘»esT

!
Ao ! don't ¥now. If this were done, hezdguarters would have
done itc
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Trenscript of Taterrogeyion® (NAKAJIMA, Chikata, Condr, LJs)

Qe 30« Zow ruch use wes made of subnerine for reconnaissance
?urposesz | |

A. At the beginning of the war e good deel. 1y the latter pert
of the war we did not heve enouch subnmarines for reconnaissance,
and they were heingc used for other purposes,
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%§  ' Qe 931, “Low valuchle wes the informetion obtained from.submarines?

A It wes relisble, but submerines are slow f£nd the field of their
vision is limited, so we did not get much,
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Qe 32 How much use wes made by reconnaissance by airplenes
launched from submérines?
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Ae 1 don't know much e2bout it, although I have seen reports

of this type of operetion. When } went to the Combined aval
Foroe left in this type of work, and the new ones being built
- for this purpose were not yet in operation when the war ended.
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Qe 33 -Bow much use was made of gerial reconnaissance?

?g' | A. The information received was good, but there wes not enough
5 | of it. T often requested aeriel reconnaissence and sometines
gOt % PR

Qs 34e Did your patrol planes teke photographs?

A Yes, always,

Q. 35, *"ow was the informetion from rcconnaissance plenes
sent to you; -

A By radio.

\

Q. 36. Did you ever see the photographs which were trken by
reconnaissence planes

A ! saw some of then, but in _most cases getting the photographs
to me would te ke too long, so I would receive the information by
dispetch telling whet the photograph showed.,

‘ Qe &7, Did the Eavy have treained photo—interpreters?

Ao Yes. but none at ny heedguarters. The interpretation.was
done at lower command levels,

Qe 38. What were the principel sources you rclied upon in
estimeting your intentions, as an example, while the MARIANAS
1 8 | cempelzn was in progress

A. Aeriel reconnzissance. A plane saw the fleet one day

before it attacked, and during the attack we received scattered
information,

Qe 39, Whet informetion did you get fron prisonersﬂofawar?

-
e - - =

4

A, We got none directly. Some came from lower units and some
information from headquerters,

Qe 40, < ®ow accurate did you consider this information?

Ao lnformetion from prisoners—of-war received from.belog'was
e | sczrse and some ohviously false, such as nemes of shilps kn§w
& were not there, + cannot judce the eccuracy of the informetion
%ﬁ - which ceme through hesdauerters,
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Qe 4le¢ “het kind of prisoners-of-wer informetion was sent
from.headquarters?

Ae Intelligence summeries were sent to us end I 3id not know

now mich ceme from prisoners, since the sumneries gave Jjust
the informetion and not the Sources.

Qe #4R2e Were plene recog.nition.menuals prepered &t your
hequuarters

A | . H sy

A. %o, they came from “avy Genersl Steff cadquarters
] ; s 7
Qe 4 B, accurate. were your estimete of our intentions

Ay Somefimes they were good; sometines bedp : predicted iEed
OEILAWA line of campaign as eerly &s November of lest year and
predicted the dete of atteck ten deys in advincCee

: 1
i ' 4 - | endins estinete
Qe 4ze Do you consider this your nost putstending Tl

i ’ 1de ing, hHut othef eople were so for
A don tlcon31der it OEFSt?ndérE’hD B héﬁd et B
wrong that = conslder it ceode. n the otnh
tine of the.LEYTE attacks I thoucht it would be twe mogthf .
leter. The prepsretions secemed too smell for the PiILféiIfEs
and. t00 lerge for YAP or the isl nds south of the PEILIPPINES

Q, 45, What do you consider the mein shortcomings ef your
Corbined ¥=vel Force intelligence 2s =2 wholel

A. >t is not & metter of short—comings; the whole systen wes
ﬁeak, With better intelligence we might have won the wars.
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Q. 46. The survey needs exsraiples of the siturtion meps end
piots1ycu kept, #nd of the writien intelligence summeries you
mentioned recceiving from ¥Yevel Generel Steff herdauarters,

Ii 15 desired thet you meke a serrch ond find some of #hese for
us,
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A. There 2re none lefte All wecre hurned on or befere.ﬂuguet

15, A% iy headquerters, it wes reported thet 2 trenepogt ead been
seen approaching_the Enpire on 13 Ausust, ~né flthoush = di

not believe 1t, I wag ordered to burn 21l ny naterial,
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