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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LUCAS, Wil l iam P.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: C r e w  C h i e f ,  Gene ra l  KOSTER1s 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  A Company, 123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  became Genera l  KOSTER1s crew c h i e f  i n  
November o r  December 1967 (pg.  4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  the 
s p e c i f i c  change i n  command ceremony on 15  March (pg .  6 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  t a k i n g  Genera l  DOLEMAN t o  Duc Pho (pg.  1 0 )  , b u t  
d i d  n o t  reca l l  b r i n g i n g  him back t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  1 2 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  l a n d i n g  on a beach n e a r  two Vietnamese b o d i e s ,  
d r&i rgof f  KOSTER, and t h e n  r e t u r n i n g  i n  1 5  minu tes  t o  
p i c k  him up (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l  how t h e  p e o p l e  
were k i l l e d  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  h a s  a photograph  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  l o c a t e d  the b o d i e s  on ~ x h i b i tP-1 
(pgs .  25, 2 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  b r i n g i n g  KOSTER t o  Quang ~ g a i  
approx ima te ly  once  a week (pgs. 1 9 ,  20 ) . KOSTER would b e  
p i cked  up by an  ARVN c a r  (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
h e a r i n g  any d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  
an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  a n  a e r o - s c o u t  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  22,  2 3 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0925 hour s ,  27 February 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i rs t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  W i l l i a m  P .  LUCAS. 

( M r .  LUCAS w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  you complete name, your  occupa t ion ,  
and r e s i d e n c e .  

A - Will iam Parsons LUCAS, A s s i s t a n t  Manager of  Lum's 
Res t au ran t ,  236 2  North 24th S t r e e t ,  Laf a y e t t e ,  Ind iana .  

MR WEST: M r .  LUCAS, we a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n .  Have you 
r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 t h a t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  
t h e  i n q u i r y ?  

A .  No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q. I see. A l l  r i g h t .  

RCDR: I ' l l  g e t  a copy and b r i n g  it r i g h t  up, s i r .  

MR WEST: Okay. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0926 hour s ,  27 February 
19 70. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0933 hours ,  27 February 
1970.)  
  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e - 

cessed  a r e  now p r e s e n t .  
  

MR WEST: M r .  LUCAS, du r ing  t h e  r e c e s s ,  d i d  you have an 
 
oppor tun i ty  t o  look over  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57, which d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
  
n a t u r e  and purpose o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  
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A .  Yes, s ir .  


Q DO you have any q u a e s t i o n s ?  


A. NO,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  LUCAS, I unders tand t h a t  you were 
a member of  t h e  Army on 16 March 1968 .  

Yes, s i r .  
. . 

Q .  What was your g rade  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  and where w e r e  
you s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. I w a s  s p e c i a l i s t  f i v e ,  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  
Did you want my occupa t ion?  

Q Could you speak up a l i t t l e  louder .  The r e p o r t e r  
is  hav ing  d i f f i c u l t y  h e a r i n g .  

A .  Okay. 


RCDR: Could you r e p e a t  t h a t  p l e a s e ?  


A.  Okay. I w a s  Spec 5 ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  My 
occupa t ion  was c r e w  c h i e f  f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  a i r c r a f t .  

MR WEST: I see. This  w a s  t h e  123d. What o u t f i t  w a s  it a 
p a r t  o f ?  What b a t t a l i o n ?  

-4. I t  w a s  a b a t t a l i o n  i t s e l f ,  s i r ,  123d Av ia t ion  

B a t t a l i o n .  


Q Oh, I see. 


LTC PATTERSON: You were i n  A Company, w e r e  you n o t ?  


A. R igh t ,  A Company. 

MR WEST: A Company. And t h i s  w a s  o rgan ic  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
~ i v i s i o n ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q And you s a i d  you w e r e  crew c h i e f  on t h e  command 
and c o n t r o l  s h i p  of  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  Th i s  was General  
KOSTER? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Colonel PATTERSON, w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  p l ease?  

LTC PATTERSON: Y e s ,  sir.  The purpose of  your be ing  he re ,  M r .  
LUCAS, is t o  h e l p  us a s c e r t a i n ,  a long wi th  General  KOSTER--he 
is  having some t r o u b l e  r e c a l l i n g  c e r t a i n  events  and t h i n g s  t h a t  
took p lace  du r ing  a  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  of t ime--to h e l p  us t o  
f i x ,  as  b e s t  w e  can,  i n c i d e n t s ,  t i m e s ,  and p l a c e s  of General 
KOSTER dur ing  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t ime frame 16 March through 1 9  
March, and perhaps even some o t h e r  a s s o r t e d  t i m e s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
pe r iod  of March 1968. Hopeful ly ,  y o u ' l l  be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c s  of t i m e s  and s p e c i f i c s  of p l aces  dur ing  t h e  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  t i m e  frame t h a t  we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  16 t o  1 9  March 1968. 
When were you ass igned  t o  A Company of t h e  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was when they  f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  when they  
broke o f f  from t h e  14 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  it was, and they 
became t h e i r  own b a t t a l i o n .  

Q =  From t h e  1 6 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company? 

A. Right .  

Q - Okay. When d i d  your t o u r  s t a r t  i n  Vietnam? 

A .  It was in-

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Month i s  good enough. 

A .  It was March, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. March of what yea r?  

Q. 1967. By March of  1968, you'd had about a  y e a r  
i n  country? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  Were you on an ex tens ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I w a s  extended 6 months. 
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You extended 6 months f o r  what purpose? 

To s t a y  on t h e  job I was on. 

Q - Nhich was t h e  crew ch ie f  f o r  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l ' s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Now, when d i d  you t ake  over  t h e  d u t i e s  as crew 
chief  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  November o r  December. 

Q *  O f  1967? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q - So by March, you had been wi th  General KOSTER f o r  
4 or  5 months? 

Yes, sir.  

Q - And who was General KOSTER's p i l o t ,  a i r c r a f t  comrnan
der ? 

A .  Right  then ,  I b e l i e v e  it was M r .  HOWE. 

A.  M r .  HOWE. Okay. Do you know who h i s  c o p i l o t  was, 
M r .  HOWE's c o p i l o t ?  

A.  They changed. I 

Q * A l l  r i g h t .  Well, t o  pu t  you i n t o  r e fe rence  f i r s t - 
and I ' l l  be t e l l i n g  you c e r t a i n  th ings  with t h e  hope t h a t  what 
I t e l l  you w i l l  j a r  some recall--Mr. WITHAM. 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Okay. During t h i s  time frame M r .  WITHAM and M r .  
HOWE were f l y i n g  toge the r .  Now, M r .  WITHAM h a d n ' t  been t h e r e  
t o o  long,  had he? 

A. No, he hadn ' t .  

Q Okay. So i f  you can f i x  i n  your mind, now, t h a t  
time frame about when M r .  WITHAM and M r .  HOWE were f l y i n g  togethc 
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A. I can remember them f l y i n g  toge the r  s o  M r .  WITHAM 
could l e a r n  t h e  procedures of everyth ing ,  bu t  I zou ldn ' t  
remember t h e  da te .  

I 

Q. Yes, I understand. I am j u s t  p u t t i n g  you i n  t h e  
genera l  r e fe rence  of t ime frames. Now, on t h e  15th  of March, 
1968, we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  General KOSTER flew down 
t o  Duc Pho e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning and t h e r e  was a change of 
command ceremony a t  Duc Pho. General LIPSCOMB was depar t ing .  
The change of command was r i g h t  t h e r e  on the  he l ipad ,  and 
t h e r e  was a parade and t h e  band and t h e  whole b i t .  Can you 
f i x  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I can remember a change of command ceremony, 
bu t  t h e r e  had been two o r  t h r e e  of them while  I was the re .  

Q e  Yes, b u t  how many with genera l s?  

A .  Q u i t e  a few of them, i f  I remember r i g h t .  

Q Q u i t e  a few were genera l s?  Leaving t h e  br igades?  

A. I d o n ' t  know about t h e  b r igades .  

Q Yes. Now, t h i s  was a t  Duc Pho, n o t  a t  Chu Lai ,  
Duc Pho. 

A .  Y e s ,  I know. General LIPSCOMB, now he was over-
he brought t h e  l l t h  Brigade over ,  r i g h t ?  

9- Correct .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You c a n ' t  remember t h a t  change of command too  w e l l ,  
about 0930 i n  t h e  morning? General YOUNG was t h e r e .  Colonel 
HENDERSON took over  t h e  command of t h e  l l t h  Brigade on t h e  15th .  

A. I can remember t h e  co lone l ,  but- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  remember see ing  a change 
of commander being- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I remember see ing  change--well, 
they had two o r  t h r e e  changes of command t h e r e .  
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Q .  No, this s p e c i f i c  change of  command ceremony? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  one. 

Q Well, t h i s  was t h e  day be fo re  t h e  16th ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  
and on t h e  16th  of March, t h e r e  was an opera t ion  conducted 
by Task Force Barker. Does Task Force Barker mean anything 
t o  you? 

A .  I ' v e  heard it. 

Q - What does it mean t o  you? What is Task Force 
Barker? 

A .  J u s t  an opera t ion  along t h e  seaboard t h e r e .  

Q I see .  Well, Task Force Barker was a t h r e e - r i f l e 
company-type b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  was put  toge the r .  I t  cons i s t ed  
of  t h r e e  r i f l e  companies from t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  11th  Brigade. They were headquartered a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
LZ Dot t i e ,  as  you s e e  on t h e  map, i s  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of High
way 1, maybe 1 0  o r  12,  1 4  c l i c k s  north of Quang Ngai. Do you 
r e c a l l  landing  i n  LZ Dot t i e  o f t e n ?  

A.  Well, t h e r e  f o r  awhile we d i d  land q u i t e  o f t e n  
through t h e r e ,  and, of course ,  we spent  time t h e r e .  I guess 
t h e  genera l  g o t  b r i e f i n g s  and everything.  

Q Well, was LZ Dot t i e  one of your r e g u l a r  s t o p s ,  
a s  it were? 

A. Q u i t e  o f t e n ,  yes .  Usually, when he was on t h e  
south of Chu Lai ,  he usua l ly  stopped--that was one of  h i s  
main s tops  when he went t h a t  way. 

Q Yes. Now, Task Force Barker was only i n  e x i s t e n c e  
f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime,  78 days,  from t h e  end of January 
u n t i l  t h e  8th of A p r i l .  Now we a r e  narrowing i n  on t h i s  t ime 
span and t h i s  time t h a t  we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  here .  We have t h e  
change of command ceremony, and on t h e  16th,  Task Force Barker 
kicked o f f  t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  w e s r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Now, a 
l i t t l e  background f o r  you. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime,  Task Force 
Barker had been on one o r  two opera t ions  t h a t  you might be 
aware o f .  One of them was towards t h e  end of February,  2 3  
February 1968 and was i n  t h e  same genera l  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  1 6  
March opera t ion  took p lace  on. The 23rd of February 
opera t ion ,  t h e r e  was some armored personnel  c a r r i e r s ,  some 
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c a v a l r y ,  and t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of  a c t i o n  i n  the area j u s t  
t o  t h e  southwest  o f  P i n k v i l l e  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  t e r m s  of r e f e r e n c e ,  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai. There w e r e  some people  h u r t  
down t h e r e ,  U . S .  s o l d i e r s ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  some h igh  d e c o r a t i o n s  
awarded f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  one l i e u t e n a n t  
who was wounded and s t a y e d  aboard t h e r e .  H e  w a s  awarded a 
p r e t t y  good deco ra t ion .  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about t h a t  one? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  n o t  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

Q- Okay. On t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, a t  any r a t e ,  t h i s  
Task Force Barker  was making a combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
shown on MAP-1, i n t o  t h e  orange a r e a .  This  was going t o  be  
a normal combat a s s a u l t ,  a i rmob i l e .  Two r i f l e  companies 
were be ing  a i r  l i f t e d  by t h e  174 th ,  t h e  Dolphins.  

A. T h a t ' s  down a t  Duc Pho, r i g h t ?  

Q- Right .  And some of  t h e  s h i p s  i n  t h e  format ion  w e r e  
f r o m  t h e  7 1 s t .  Do you remember what t h e y  were c a l l e d ?  

A. R a t t l e r s ,  I t h i n k .  

Q e  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  One o f  t h e  companies o f  Task Force 
Barker  was u s i n g  as a PZ,  LZ D o t t i e .  They came o u t  w i t h  n i n e  
s l i c k s  and went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  around My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  r i g h t  h e r e  
where t h i s  orange a r e a  i s .  This  occur red  about  7: 30 i n  t h e  
morning and w a s  preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  gunship suppres -  
s i o n ,  and t h e  works. Two l i f t s  went i n t o  t h e r e  u s ing  LZ D o t t i e  
as  a PZ. S h o r t l y  a f t e rwards ,  w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  hou r ,  t h e  company 
was l i f t e d  o u t  of LZ Upt igh t  and p u t  i n t o  an  LZ j u s t  t o  t h e  
southwest  of P i n k v i l l e ,  My La i  (1), i n  t h i s  q e n e r a l  a r e a ,  a q a i n  
suppor ted  by an a r t i l l e r y  prep .  The a r t i l l e r y  p rep  f o r  bo th  
came o u t  of LZ Upt igh t .  The two u n i t s  were a i r  l i f t e d  and 
completed by 0830 hours  i n  t h e  morning. There was a t h i r d  
company of Task Force Barker t h a t  walked i n  over land  i n t o  t h i s  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  yel low here.. So by 8:30 
i n  t h e  morning t h e r e  were t h r e e  companies on t h e  ground w i t h  
t h e  miss ion  of pushing towards P i n k v i l l e .  There w a s  some smoke 
and t h e r e  w a s ,  of  course ,  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  and t h e r e  were some 
gunships involved .  I n  f a c t ,  some o f  t h e  B Company f o l k s ,  
123d, w e r e  over  t h e r e ,  t h e  aero-scouts .  They had a miss ion  o f  
s t a y i n g  sou th  o f  t h i s  521 h e r e  and s c r e e n i n g .  A l o t  of  a i r 
c r a f t  w e r e  i nvo lved ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  people  watching.  

A .  I can remember f l y i n g  i n  through h e r e .  I t  was 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, b u t  it w a s n ' t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l .  I t  was 
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w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  h i s  name. H e  w a s  
i n  command of t h e  123d B a t t a l i o n .  I remember f l y i n g  i n  through 
t h e r e .  There was a l o t  of  a i r c r a f t  through t h e r e  one morning, 
it was real e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q When? Do you remember? Can you f i x  a t i m e  frame 
f o r  i t ?  

A. Oh, it w a s  8:00, 8:30, i n  t h e  morning. I t  was 
r e a l  e a r l y .  

Q - How about  a  month? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  

Q W e l l ,  w a s  it whi l e  you were b e i n g  a crew c h i e f  f o r  
t h e  g e n e r a l ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  They had him on ano the r  
s h i p  o r  something. They had t h e  g e n e r a l  on ano the r  s h i p .  

Q What do you remember s e e i n g  when you had Colonel 
HOLLADAY aboard? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  were r i g h t  on t h e  ground. W e  fo l lowed 
t h e  gunships i n .  

Q. What w e r e  t h e  gunships  doing? 

A. They w a s  p repping  t h e  a r e a .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY, and he  
d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day w a s  t h e  day t h a t  he w a s  
o u t  t h e r e .  With what I ' v e  desc r ibed  h e r e  t o  you, do you have 
any f e e l  f o r  hav ing  seen  anyth ing  such a s  t h i s ,  o r  any p a r t  
of  it; recogn iz ing ,  of  cou r se ,  t h a t  you could  have been t h e r e  
a t  t h e  beg inn ing ,  o r  you could have been t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle,  
o r  you might n o t  have been t h e r e  a t  a l l ,  

4 

( M r .  WEST l e a v e s  the h e a r i n g  room.) 

A .  W e l l ,  I can remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and going i n t o  
t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  .remember t h e  f l i g h t s .  Maybe my s h i p  w a s  
grounded t h a t  day o r  something. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Well ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  geograph ica l  t e r r a i n  t h a t  
we're t a l k i n g  about h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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Q Can you p i c t u r e  i n  your mind what is  designated 
on t h e  map as  P i n k v i l l e ?  Do you know what t h a t  looks l i k e ?  
Can you s e e  t h a t  i n  your r e c a l l ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  

Q- Yes. Do you r e c a l l  H i l l  85? 

A. No. 

Q =  There ' s  a  l i t t l e  f la t - topped h i l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  
r i g h t  on t h e  map, j u s t  south of My Lai ( 4 ) .  There ' s  an o l d  
outpos t  up on top  of t h a t  h i l l .  

A. They d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  very long? 

Q N o ,  they were i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  because t h a t  was 
p r e t t y  bad country.  

A. I t h i n k  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

0- Okay. J u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  h i l l ,  on across  t h a t  d i r t  
road c a l l e d  Highway 521, i s  t h a t  l i t t l e  hamlet,  i d e n t i f i e d  on 
t h e  map as  My Lai  ( 4 )  . I t  was j u s t  t o  t h e  west of t h i s  sub-
hamlet t h a t  t h i s  l i f t  went i n  t h e r e ,  as  you s e e  on t h e  map. 

A .  There has  been s o  many l i f t s  t h a t  I could have seen .  

Q- Well, we know t h a t  General KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  a t  0 9 3 5  i n  the  morning of t h e  16th.  Now, when he a r r i v e d ,  
Colonel HENDERSON, commander of t h e  11th  Brigade, was a l ready 
p resen t  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  H i s  C&C s h i p  was t h e r e ,  s h u t  down, flown 
by M r .  COONEY of t h e  174th,  wi th  a 174th Dolphin b i r d .  What 
we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  and what General KOSTER would l i k e  
t o  know is  whether o r  n o t  before  he landed a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  he was 
over t h i s  a r e a  and saw what I have t o l d  you t r a n s p i r e d ,  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  time he landed a t  Dot t i e .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of i t ?  

A, No, I d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t ' s  hard  t o  say 
because we was i n  and o u t  s o  many p laces  with him. 

Q. Okay. L e t ' s  s e e  i f  I can f i x  t h e  day, now, and then  
w e ' l l  go back t o  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  go back t o  the  t ime. On 
t h i s  day a l i e u t e n a n t  genera l  by t h e  name of DOLEMAN, who was 
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a r e t i r e d  l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l ,  was v i s i t i n g  and came i n  i n  
t h e  a f te rnoon .  He s t a y e d  ove rn igh t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  and 
t h e  nex t  morning, on t h e  1 7 t h ,  you a l l  took him down t o  
Duc Pho t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning, General  KOSTER, 
General  DOLEMAN, your  s h i p  .. 
A. I can remember t h a t .  

Q You do remember General  DOLEMAN? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was--well, h e .  d i d n ' t  have no th ing  
on. 

A. I mean he  jus t - 

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  was a r e t i r e d  l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l .  

A. Yeah. I remember t a k i n g  him down t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  
w e  s t a y e d  and had lunch down t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But I can 
remember t a k i n g  him down t h e r e .  

Q T h a t ' s  down t o  Duc Pho. 

Q The 16 th  i s  t h e  day be fo re .  He came i n  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon ,  General  DOLEMAN d i d ,  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  1 6 t h .  
And you a l s o  took him t o  D o t t i e  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  16 th .  

A. I c a n ' t  recal l  t h a t ,  

Q. Can you r e c a l l ,  a t  any t ime du r ing  your  t o u r  and 
when you w e r e  f l y i n g  w i t h  General  KOSTER, be ing  ove r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  geograph ica l  a r e a ,  and be ing  aware t h a t  U.S . t r o o p s  
w e r e  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  My L a i - P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A.  I can remember f l y i n g  i n  t h e  area,. b u t  as f a r  as 
t h e  l i f t  goes i n  and a l l  t h i s ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q - Y e s .  What do you recall  about  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I know w e  l anded  on t h e  beach.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  
e a r l y  one morning because--no, t h a t ' s  when t h e y  had something. 
They had found a--they had a cache of  weapons o r  something, I 
t h i n k .  W e  l anded  on t h e  beach and then  they  walked,  oh,  h a l f  
a mile o r  sat  w e s t .  
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Q. Inland? 

A. Uh-huh. To check something, i f  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  same 
a rea ,  which I t h i n k  i t  i s .  

Q* Well, do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime o r b i t i n g  over t h i s  
a rea ,  around and around? 

A. No. So many t imes,  I d i d  do it. 

Q. Over t h i s  a rea  you o r b i t e d  q u i t e  a few times? 

A. No, I mean s o  many d i f f e r e n t  t imes t h a t  we 
orbited- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. That you o r b i t e d .  Well, I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i x ,  now, t h i s  geographical a r e a  and an o r b i t  and 
t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  any o r b i t s  over t h i s  a rea .  
The Quang Ngai r i v e r ,  of course,  i s  a  prominent f e a t u r e .  I t  
runs r i g h t  from t h e  coas t  i n t o  Quang Ngai Ci ty ,  and t h e r e  i s  
Route 1. Then t h e r e  i s ,  of course ,  t h e  Song Diem Diem River 
j u s t  t o  t h e  nor th  t h e r e .  The two r i v e r s  kind of put t h i s  
a rea  a l i t t l e  s e p a r a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you may have heard t h a t  
t h i s  genera l ly  was considered t o  be t h e  2d ARVN Division 
area of opera t ion .  The 2d ARVN Divis ion was loca ted  a t  Quang 
Ngai . 

Q- U.S.  t roops  d i d n ' t  o f t e n  go i n t o  t h i s  a rea  because 
it belonged t o  t h e  A R V N ' s .  Most of t h e  U . S .  t roops opera t ions  
were nor th  of t h e  orange b o r d e r l i n e  t h e r e ,  t h e  Diem Diem River ,  
i n  t h e  proximity of Dot t i e  and Uptight,  b u t  t h e  4/3 being o f f  
t o  t h e  west  of Highway 1. 

A .  I r e a l l y  can'  t r e c a l l .  going i n t o  the re .  Of course ,  
t h e r e  were s o  many--do they s t i l l  have t h a t  s h e e t  of where 
they went? I know M r .  WITHAii and M r .  HOWE used t o  f i l l  t h e  
shee t  out  of each s t o p  they had, mission s h e e t  I be l i eve  it 
was c a l l e d .  They d idn ' t - -  

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  No, n o t  2 yea r s  l a t e r .  We c a n ' t  
seem t o  put  our  hands on t h a t .  Those kind of records a r e  n o t  
kept  very long. Well, a s  I t o l d  you, it was 0935 when t h e  
genera l  a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  He was t h e r e  f o r  15 o r  20 minutes. 
When he a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  Colonel HENDERSON was t h e r e ,  as  I ' v e  
ind ica ted  t o  you, sad while  t h e  genera l  was t h e r e  and Colonel 
HENDERSON, a Colonel BARKER, l i e u t a n a n t  co lonel  who was running 
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t h e  opera t ion  down he re ,  came i n t o  Dot t i e  with t h r e e  wounded 
u.S. s o l d i e r s  aboard. A s  he came i n ,  he jumped o f f  t h e  s h i p ,  
and h i s  C&C s h i p  went on up t o  Ky Ha t o  the  med-pad. Colonel 
BARKER got  o f f  t h e r e  a t  Dot t ie  because t h e  genera l  was t h e r e  
with Colonel HENDERSON. Does t h a t  h e l p  you t o  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, it doesn ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  anything about t h a t  par 
t i c u l a r  meeting, s topover ,  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  0935 u n t i l  about 
0950 on t h e  16th? 

A. No, I don*. 

Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  any o v e r f l i g h t s  over  t h e  opera 
t i o n a l  a r e a  of Pinkville-My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. 

Q. I n  t h e  af te rnoon,  t h e  genera l  went t o  Duc Pho 
a t  about 1510 hours and s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  about 20 minutes. 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Then he went with General DOLEMAN from Duc Pho 
back t o  Dot t i e  and Landed a t  Dot t i e  a t  about 1645 hours and 
s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  about 30 minutes, which would have put  him 
a l i t t l e  t i g h t  on h i s  g e t t i n g  back t o  Chu Lai f o r  h i s  s t a f f  
b r i e f i n g ,  which he was usua l ly  p r e t t y  punctual about.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q General DOLEMAN was aboard, and they d i d  go t o  
Dot t i e  and land a t  D o t t i e  and were b r i e f e d .  And i t ' s  an 
assumption t h a t  en rou te  from Duc Pho t o  Dot t i e  they overflew 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. The genera l  r e c a l l s  being over t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  en r o u t e  t o  Duc Pho sometime p r i o r  t o  1500, o r  r i g h t  a t  
1500. He r e c a l l s  t a l k i n g  t o  a ground commander, a man i n  
charge of t h i s  opera t ion ,  and i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him. 

A. Yeah. Most when he was--is t h i s  on t h e  ground, 
now ? 
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Q- No. H e  was a i r b o r n e  a t  t h e  time.. 

A. I see. I d i d n ' t - 

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  you w e r e  moni tor ing  was in tercom? 

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  a l l  I monitored.  See,  h e  had s e p a r a t e  
r a d i o s .  

Q. Y e s .  They w e r e  conso le .  W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  any 
of this l and ing  a t  Duc Pho i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  w i t h  General  
DOLEMAN and then  going up t o  D o t t i e  f o r  a b r i e f i n g  wi th  
General  DOLEMAN a n d . t h e n  r e t u r n i n g  back t o  Chu L a i  about 
1715 t o  1720 hour s?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- On t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  n e x t  day, which was a Sunday,
General  DOLEMAN w i t h  General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  Duc Pho aga in  
about  0825 hours .  

This  i s  t h e  1 7 t h ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. 1 7 t h ,  yes .  T h i s  i s  t h e  n e x t  day. We've gone from 
t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  change of  command a t  Duc Pho; t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  pickup of  General  DOLEMAN, t h e  b r i e f i n g  w i t h  
General  DOLEMAN a t  D o t t i e ;  t h e  n e x t  day they  f lew General  
DOLEMAN down t o  Duc Pho, and h e  w a s  b r i e f e d  t h e r e  a t  Duc 
Pho by t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade pe r sonne l .  This  was a t  0830 i n  
t h e  morning. I t  was a  h e a l t h y  s t a r t  f o r  you a l l  t o  g e t  down 
t h e r e ,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual .  But t h i s  General  DOLEP4AN 
w a s  aboard,  and t h i s  i s  when you went down t h e r e .  You w e r e  
t h e r e  f o r  about  45 minutes .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h e  f l i g h t  down t o  Duc Pho w i t h  
General  DOLEMAN f o r  any reason?  

A. Well ,  I can r e c a l l  him, h imse l f .  But as  f a r  a s  
t h e  f l i g h t s ,  of  cou r se ,  w e  f lew back and f o r t h  s o  many t i m e s ,  
b u t  I can remember f l y i n g  over  t h i s  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  
real  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was. 

Q- What t ime do you r e c a l l  it be ing?  

A. I c a n ' t  se t  a d a t e  on it. 
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Q - Well, what do you r e c a l l  seeing? How come you can 
r e c a l l  f l y i n g  over  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I can r e c a l l  coming i n  and landing.  

Q. O n  t h e  beach? 

A .  No. Well, I remember landing on t h e  beach one 
time. We landed in land a l i t t l e  b i t .  And t h i s  was about 
maybe 1 0 :00 i n  the  morning, bu t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  d a t e .  

Q. Yes. What was the  reason f o r  him landing? 

A. They had had some a c t i o n  down t h e r e .  I t  was i n  
a s m a l l  v i l l a g e ,  no t  too  b ig  a v i l l a g e .  

Q Why do you r e c a l l  landing  t h e r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
time? 

A. There w a s  some bodies l ay ing  around. 

Q - You saw some bodies l ay ing  around? 

A .  But not--you know, a few o n  t h e  road,  and some 
along the s ide .  

Q Dead? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Vietnamese ? 

A. Yes. 


Q - What were t h e i r  ages and sexes? 


A. I r e a l l y  couldn 't r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Were they s o l d i e r s ?  

A ,  No, 

Q .  Were they VC? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  say t h a t  e i t h e r  because-

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I mean, were they males? 
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A. Both, I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Both what, males and females? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - How about ages? Did you n o t i c e  whether any w e r e  
smal l  o r  o l d ?  

Q. How long was he  on t h e  ground a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  l e t  him o f f  and went up and came back - .  

down. 

Q You took o f f  aga in  and came back down? 

Q - Who m e t  t h e  g e n e r a l  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 


A,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 


Q - Was it an o f f i c e r ?  


A. I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q a  Sen io r  o f f i c e r  o r  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  a c a p t a i n  o r  
what? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, Of cour se ,  whenever w e  landed t h e r e  
was always somebody t o  meet him. 

Q - But do you r e c a l l  l and ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere? 

Q - Now, d i d  you and t h e  crew t a l k  about  t h i s  any? 

A.  No. I ' v e  g o t  some--of cour se ,  you know, we always 
c a r r i e d  ou r  camera wi th  us .  And I t h i n k  I might have some 
p i c t u r e s  of something l i k e  t h i s .  Of course ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
swear t o  it because I h a v e n ' t  had them ou t .  

Q e  Do you t h i n k  you might have some p i c t u r e s  of t h e  
time you landed t h e r e ?  . 
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A. Yes. 

Q - We would very much l i k e  t o  s e e  those .  I f  you would 
send them i n  t o  us ,  w e ' l l  g ive  you an address and give you a 
se l f -addressed  envelope. We would l i k e  t o  look a t  them and 
perhaps reproduce them and send them back t o  you. i f  t h a t  would 
be a l l  r i g h t .  

A-- Y e s .  

Q Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back here.  Did you t a l k  t o  
M r .  WITHAM o r  M r .  HOWE about what you had seen? 

A,  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q - Well, Mr . .  WITHAM r e c a l l  t h i s  l and ing . .  He r e c a l l s  
t h e s e  bod ies , - which makes it very i n t e r e s t i n g  because here  you 
r e c a l l  it and he re  he r e c a l l s  it. I t ake  it t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
land too many times where you saw bodies  l i k e  t h a t .  How long 
was t h e  genera l  on t h e  ground? 

A. Oh, maybe between 10 t o  15 minutes, something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Yes, and you went a i rborne  again? 

Uh-huh. 

Q Now, how c l o s e  were you t o  these  bodies? 

A - Oh, I know when w e  took o f f ,  t h e r e  were some on 
t h e  road. 

Q. Did you land on t h e  road, o r  d i d  you land-

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  No, we landed i n  a - - i t  was more o r  
l e s s  l i k e  e lephant  g rass  o r  something l i k e  that.. 

a .  And t h e r e  was a road where these  bodies  were, r i g h t ?  

A ,  There was only- .. 
a counle bodies  on t h e  road. 

Q - Yes. 

A. There was some on t h e  s i d e s .  There was one i n  a-
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they j u s t  l a y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p laces .  

Q. 	 Yes. How many would you say? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two on t h e  road, and just- 
we l l ,  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t ,  it looked l i k e  t h e r e  were some 
i n s i d e  of t h a t  where they were maybe t ak ing  cover o r  something. 

Q 	 Yes. Did you g e t  a good look a t  t h e  bodies? 

A. No. 


Q J u s t  a pass ing  glance? 


Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  whether o r  n o t  they  were t o r n  up 
badly o r  whether they weren 't ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  


Q - Could you s e e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a grenade

and a r i f l e ?  

A. 	 No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t .  

Q Have you 'got these  bodies  on t h e  road f ixed  i n  
your mind? Can you s t i l l  s e e  them? 

A. 	 P r e t t y  wel l .  

How were they dressed? 

There weren ' t  any uniforms. 

Q .  	 What c o l o r  of c lo thes  d i d  they have? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  that- ,  

Q .  You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  What do you r e c a l l  about 
what you saw? Can you descr ibe  them t o  me? 

A. 	 No, I cou ldn ' t .  I know I ' v e  go t  a p i c t u r e  of t h a t  
a rea ,  now, 	 a t  home, 
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Q You do. W e l l ,  M r .  WITHAM and M r .  HOWE r e c a l l ,  a t  
some t ime d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  they  were f l y i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  be ing  
down over  t h i s  a r e a  and making o r b i t s  o u t  ove r  t h e  c o a s t ,  o r 
b i t i n g  i n  t h i s  manner. Right-hand o r b i t s  i s  what t hey  recall  
because t h e  g e n e r a l  used t o  s i t  on t h e  r i g h t .  

A. He sa t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  

Q Where d i d  you s i t ?  

A. I s a t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  

Q - Which i s  , d i f f e r e n t  t han  usua l ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q .  Because you were t h e  crew c h i e f ,  who u s u a l l y  s i ts  
on the l e f t ,  b u t  you s a t  on t h e  r i g h t  because t h a t ' s  where 
t h e  g e n e r a l  s a t ,  and you could  man your weapon over  t h e r e .  
They r e c a l l e d  t h i s  o r b i t i n g  f o r  some pe r iod  of t i m e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  And they  recal l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  because they  were o u t  
ove r  t h e  ocean making this o r b i t ,  o r b i t i n g  j u s t  i n  t h i s  area, .  
They r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a l o t  of  smoke on t h e  ground, burned o u t  
a r e a ?  

A.  There have been s o  many t imes t h a t  w e  o r b i t e d ,  I 
can 't r e c a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  t h ey  r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  because it w a s  supposed 
iy h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  bad count ry  s o  t o  speak,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a 
t r a i n i n g  a r e a ;  and because t h e  a r e a  was p r e t t y  w e l l  burned o f f  
ar.d . t h e r e  w a s  a p r e t t y  s i z a b l e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e .  
T h a t ' s  what,  4 o r  5 k i l o m e t e r s ?  

A. Uh-huh, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

iZ You d o n ' t  recal l  t h a t .  On t h e  18 th  of  March, which a 

w a s  Monday, t h e  g e n e r a l  v i s i t e d  D o t t i e  on one occas ion ,  some
where around 1345 and d i d n ' t  s t a y  very long  aga in .  H e  w a s  
-L:iere 15 o r  20 minutes ,  t h e n  depa r t ed  and went on down, probably 
t o  Duc Pho. 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember when General  KOSTER went on R&R? 
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A. I can remember him going. 

H e  went on the 28th of A p r i l ,  a month l a t e r  than  
this. Gone for--
Q c  


A. ( In terpos ing)  T h a t ' s  when t h e  se rgean t  major had 
the  plane crash ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  When t h e  se rgean t  major got- 

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

Q- I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t .  

A. I remember him going, because we had a l i t t l e  t i m e  
o f f .  

Q Yes. Do you r e c a l l  landing  i n  Quang Ngai City a t  
any time? 

A. Well, q u i t e  a few t imes.  
b 

Q8 Where d i d  you usua l ly  land t h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai? 

A.  That  was r i g h t .  t h e r e  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  
bes ide  t h e  r i v e r ,  

Well, i n  t h e  soccer  f i e l d  o r  i n  a-

A .  ( In terpos ing)  Yeah, i n  a soccer  f i e l d .  No, it 
wasn ' t  a  soccer  f i e l d .  I t  was back by the  headquar ters ,  I 
be l i eve  it was. 

Q. The l i t t l e  pad t h e r e ,  t h e  Tropo Pad? 

Q. Did you ever  land i n  t h e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  t h e r e ,  
soccer  f i e l d ,  whatever it was? 

A. Well, a few t imes,  b u t  we never d id  land t h e r e  
t h a t  o f t en .  

Q. Yes. How o f t e n  would you say t h e  genera l  went 
down t h e r e ?  Did he g e t  down t h e r e  once a month o r  more o f t e n  

1 9  APP T-39 2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



0 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

than  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  probably about once a week, I imagine. 

Q. About once a week. Do you r e c a l l  going down there 
more o f t e n  than  t h a t  i n  any p e r i o d  of time? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q YOU know Quang Ngai C i ty  had a bad t i m e  t h e r e  dur  

i n g  Te t .  I n  t h e  very e a r l y  p a r t  of February they had a r a t h e r  

bad episode.  


A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  either.  


Q Do you remember who the gene ra l  used t o  s e e  down 

t h e r e ?  Do you recognize anybody, o r  d i d  you know anyone t h e r e  

a t  Quang Ngai? 


No, he u s u a l l y  j u s t  s t a y e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  pad. 

Q - Who came o u t  t o  m e e t  him? 

A. W e l l ,  it was usua l ly  i n  a c a r .  

A.  I t  was ARVN. 

s! ARVN. Do. you eve r  recall  hea r ing  any conversa t ions?  

A,  No. 

Q Who used t o  r i d e  w i t h  t h e  gene ra l  i n  h i s  s h i p  as 
a normal course  of even t s?  

A .  Of course ,  h i s  a i d e  and-

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Lieu tenant  DICKENS? 

A- DICKENS. That was h i s  l a s t  one. There was Captain 
ROBERTS. 

Q. Y e s .  H e  was another  one. Who e l s e ?  
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A .  Well, t h e  se rgean t  major flew with him, not  r e a l  
o f t e n ,  b u t  q u i t e  a b i t .  T h a t ' s  about it. 

Q You d i d n ' t  o f t e n  t a k e  any of t h e  s t a f f ,  l i k e  Colonel 
BALMER? 

A .  No, n o t  t o o  o f t e n .  He always went by himself .  

Do you ever  r e c a l l  h.earing t h e  genera l  g ive  any 
Q a  


i n s t r u c t i o n s  whi le  you w e r e  around him t o  anyone. I mean o rde r s  
concerning combat opera t iona l  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A .  No. A s  f a r  a s  I know, a l l  t h i s  took p l a c e  i n  
b r i e f i n g s  and th ings .  

Q Yes. You never were pr ivy  while  he was s tanding  
ou t s ide  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  g e t t i n g  ready t o  mount i n ,  him t a l k i n g  
wi th  anyone and you overhearing i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  hear  t h e  genera l  give an o rde r  t h a t  
countermanded an o rde r  given by someone e l s e ?  This was r a t h e r  
unusual. 

A. No. 

Q I n  t h e  Apr i l  t i m e  frame, now, j u s t  before  t h e  gen
e r a l  went on R & R ,  do you r e c a l l  him making more f requent  t r i p s  
t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever  h.ear, M r .  LUCAS, any t a l k  by t h e  crew, 
M r .  HOW, M r .  WITHAM, your gunner, y o u r s e l f ,  a i d e ,  concerning 
anything t h a t  d i d n ' t  seem q u i t e  r i g h t  t h a t  occurred down here  
i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I d o n b t  know about t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  Captain ROBERTS 
used t o  g e t  with. M r .  HOWE and M r .  WITHAM and g e t  t h e  map o u t  
and t . e l l  them what they w a s  going t o  do. But, of course ,  t h i s  
Was nothing t o  me, you know. I tended my own bus iness ,  usua l ly .  

Q You don' t r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about ,  perhaps,  
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what you had seen. You saw sometime some bodies  down t h e r e .  
YOU d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any d i scuss ion  about t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about k i l l i n g  c i v i 
l i a n s ,  with r e fe rence  t o  Task Force Barker o r  C/1 /20? 

A .  No, I donI3t r e c a l l  anybody. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about i t ?  

A.  No. 


Q B/4/3? 


A.  No. 

Q Anything ahout P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e ?  

A .  I ' v e  heard t h e  name P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t ,  you know, t h i s  
was-

Q.  [ Interposing)  Recently i n  t h e  p u b l i c i t y ,  I would 
assume? 

A .  Well, t h e r e  t o o ,  'ut it was just-.-I more l e s s  j u s t  
had it as  a job, do my job. And I j u s t  kep t  t h i n g s  p r e t t y  
s t r a i g h t  wi th  myself. 

Q.  Did you ever  hear  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
being conducted concerning any a c t i v i t i e s  of any U .  S. s o l d i e r s  
o r  u n i t s ,  concerning Task Force Barker,  P i n k v i l l e ,  My L a i ,  
Quang Ngai-Dottie a rea?  

A .  N O ,  no, -- . investigation. 


Q Never heard any t a l k  about any of t h i s ?  


A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  Something might have been 
s a i d  and I fo rgo t  it. 

Q Y e s .  How about wi th in  th.e b a t t a l i o n  o r  wi th in  
your company? 
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A. N o ,  I can '  t recall  t h a t .  

Q You r e c a l l ,  I t o l d  you t h a t  t h e  aero-scouts  were 
involved that day. They had some good l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  
on H i l l  85. They found some mor ta r  rounds.  They went i n  t h e r e  
and they  p u t  i n  t h e i r  i n f a n t r y .  They c a l l  them t h e  "animals"  
over  t h e r e  i n  B Company. They pu t  t h e i r  i n f a n t r y  i n ,  and they  
blew up some mor ta r  rounds.  They had q u i t e  a t i m e  f o r  them
s e l v e s .  T h i s  i s  r i g h t  a f t e r  t hey  w e r e  formed i n t o  t h i s  aero-
s c o u t  b u s i n e s s ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t hey  became known as aero-scouts ,  
Warlords-

A. The ae ro - scou t s ,  now, t hey  had t h e i r  own l i i f t ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  

Q. Yes .  

A. I d o n t t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. There w a s  a l o t  of  t a l k  ove r  i n  B Company, t h e  
aero-scout  company, r e f e r e n c e  t h i s  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18  March o p e r a t i o n .  
One of t h e  l i t t l e  s cou t  s h i p s ,  M r .  THOMPSOPJ, H - 2 3  bubble ,  and 
some of t h e  gunships  who used t o  be known a s  Scorpions  go t  in 
volved over  i n  h e r e .  They saw t h i n g s  and they  r e p o r t e d  t h i n g s  
and they  took  p a r t  p h y s i c a l l y  i n  what w a s  going on down h e r e .  
Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. No. I d o n b t  r e c a l l  any of t h a t .  

Q No rumors amongst t h e  e n l i s t e d  f e l l a s ?  

A. Of cour se ,  w e  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d ,  s e e .  

Q. Y e s .  But s t i l l  i n  a l l ,  you s o c i a l i z e d  a t  n i g h t  
t o g e t h e r  down t h e r e ,  I imagine. 

A .  I d idn  't do t o o  much of t h a t .  

Q. You d i d n t t ?  

A .  No. 

Q- Do you know a young man by t h e  nanle of  COLBURN 
over i n  B Company? 
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A. No. 

Q ANDREOTTA? A guy by t h e  name of CHRISTINE? 

A. No. 

Q You never h.eard any rumors o r  never had any i n k l i n g  
t h a t  anything was wrong o r  had occurred o r  might be wrong wi th  
opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

No, I c a n F t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q What about t h e  time t h a t  you landed i n  t h e r e ,  now? 
You saw t h e s e  t h i n g s .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t a l k  about t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, you never heard any
t a l k  about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  

Q. O r  any wrong doings i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No. 


Q The general  never mentioned anything? 


A. I never t a l k e d  t o  t h e  genera l  t h a t  much. 

Q A s  I understand it t h e n ,  M r .  LUCAS, you don ' t  re
c a l l  any of t h e  events  t h a t  I ' v e  ind ica ted  t o  you with r e fe rence  
t o  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s ,  1 6 ,  17 ,  18 March? 

A. No. A l l  I can remember i s  landing  i n  t h e r e  and 
see ing  t h e  bodies.  Of course ,  they was n o t i c e a b l e ,  but  t h a t  
was about it. 

Q .  Did you see  them when you were on t h e  ground o r  
a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  your t akeof f?  

Af te r  we s t a r t e d  our t akeof f .  


You t h i n k  you have p i c t u r e s  of t h e s e  th ings?  
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Q- Would you b.e w i l l i . n g  t o  send them i n  t o  us?  

A. Y e s .  I would. 

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  about  t h i s  a r e a ,  Task Force B a r 
k e r ,  t h a t  you t h i n k  we should  know about  t h a t  might assist  us 
i n  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  General  KOSTER f i x  where he  w a s  o r  might have 
been,  o r  conve r sa t ions  he  might have had w i t h  any i n d i v i d u a l s  
involved i n  this  ope ra t ion?  

A. Most of h i s  ta1k.s and th . ings  l i k e  t h a t  u sua l ly  
took p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q- I unders tand  t h a t .  J u s t  any th ing  t h a t  you might 
have overheard t h a t  k ind  of  l o c k s  i n  your  memory? 

No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing .  

Q W e l l ,  b e f o r e  w e  ad jou rn ,  s i r ,  I Id l i k e  t o  g ive  
you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a sk  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e .  
1'11 t r y  t o  respond t o  them. Also,  i f  you 'd  c a r e  t o  make a 
s ta tement  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h i s  oppor 
t u n i t y  t o  do s o .  

A .  No, I donl ' t  have anyth ing .  Well ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  
has  been 2 y e a r s  ago, and i t ' s  k ind  of ha rd  t o  remember. Of 
course ,  I went s o  many p l a c e s  and c i r c l e d  s o  many a r e a .  About 
t h e  only  t h i n g  I can say  d e f i n i t e  is  w e  d i d  l and  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. Can you p i c t u r e  where you landed? 

A. I can remember t h a t  it w a s  i n  more o r  less h igh  
g ra s s .  

Q. Y e s .  

( In te rpos ing1  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a e r i a l  photo 
graph P-1. Th i s  i s  an aerial photograph of  My La i  ( 4 )  . I t ' s  
t aken  v e r t i c a l l y ,  now, and here"  H i l l  85. 

A ,  Okay. 
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Q This i s  521.  Route 1, of course ,  i s  over  here .  

North i s  a t  t h e  top.  The day you landed, w a s  it  i n  t h i s  gener  

a l  a rea?  


A. 	 I know t h e r e  w a s w i t  wasn ' t  a b i g  v i l l a g e .  

Q 	 Y e s .  

A.  I t  was small .  

Q Y e s .  

A. Of course ,  there---I don ' t  know i f  you would c a l l  
it a road o r  what, bu t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was kind of o f f  l i k e  t h i s ,  
maybe something of t h i s  s o r t  l i k e  t h i s .  Right he re  was, I be
l i e v e ,  two bodies.  Of course ,  t h e r e  was two--I imagine they  
were civil ians-were s tanding  t h e r e .  

Q. 	 Yes. They were j u s t  s tanding  t h e r e  by t h e  bodies? 

They was g e t t i n g  ready t o  ca r ry  t h e  bodies  o f f .  

Q.  	 Yes. 

A. I d id  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  two bodies  t h e r e .  Of 
course ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say which a r e a  it w a s  i n .  

Q 	 Yes. Was it c lose  t o  t h e  coas t?  

A. No. 


Q I t  was in land?  


A. 	 It  w a s  i n l and .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of your landing  by 
any chance? 

A.  	 It was t o  t h e  e a s t .  

2 .  You landed t o  t h e  e a s t .  And w a s  t h e  road p a r a l l e l  
t o  you? 
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Q *  O r  perpendicular?  P a r a l l e l  t o  your landing.  

A. A s  we took o f f ,  I took my camera and j u s t  snapped 
a p i c t u r e .  

Q Yes. Were t h e r e  t roops  on t h e  ground, f r i e n d l y  
t roops? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. D i d  th.ey have t o  secure  an a r e a  f o r  t h e  genera l?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they d i d ,  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who e l s e  w a s  aboard wi th  you? 

A. J u s t ,  I b.elieve-

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Not crew, b u t  I mean the-

A. ( In terpos ing)  I be l i eve  t h e  a ides  s t ayed  on. I 
be l i eve  it was Captain ROBERTS then.  Of course ,  they changed 
a ides ,  bu t  I don" t  remember t h e  d a t e  they  ch.anged. I be l i eve  
it was Captain ROBERTS, I 'rn no t  su re .  

Q. You b e l i e v e  it was Captain ROBERTS. 

A .  I c a n b t  say f o r  su re  f o r  t h a t .  

Q. Yes. 

A. And he s tayed on, I be l i eve .  

Q. And he was t h e  only one? 

Q. No one e l s e  was with. you a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  un less  maybe t h e  se rgean t  major 
was with us. Of course he went-

a. ( .Interposing) Did Captain ROBERTS s e e  t h e  bodies ,  
do you know? Did he say anything? Did you p o i n t  them o u t  t o  
him? 
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A. No, I c a n ' t  remember nobody p o i n t i n g  them o u t .  

Q • W e l l ,  perhaps  i f  y o u ' l l  send us t h o s e  p i c t u r e s ,  
it'll. h e l p  us t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  a r e a  and s o  on. Wel l ,  i s  t h e r e  
anyth ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say o r  any s t a t e m e n t  you 'd  
l i k e  t o  make? 

A .  No. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  you and r e q u e s t  you t h a t  you re
member t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you've r ead  on t h i s  document, 
E x h i b i t  M-57, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  d i - scuss ing  what w e  have t a l k 
e d  about h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r  persons .  Some o f  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  
I ' v e  g iven  you i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  s e n s i t i v e  f o r  p u b l i c  consumption 
a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  

A. Yeah, I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  

Q However, should  you be c a l l e d  by any o t h e r  p r o p e r l y  
c o n s t i t u t e d  body o r  b e f o r e  any p rope r ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  m i l i t a r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  proper  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  t h e s e  
d i r e c t i o n s  do n o t  p rec lude  you from t a l k i n g  t o  them and t e l l 
i n g  them what you know. Here,  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  any i n t e r r o g a 
t i o n s  by t h e  C I D  o r  c o u r t s  of l a w  o r  even l e g i s l a t i v e  Congres 
s i o n a l  committees. Should you be  c a l l e d  o r  asked t o  t e s t i f y ,  
t h e s e  d i r e c t i o n s  of n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  your tes t imony w i t h  o t h e r s  
does n o t  apply i n  t h o s e  c a s e s ,  of  course .  

A.  Okay. 

Q I f  you do have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  are asked t o  d i s 
cu s s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and your f u n c t i o n s  t h e r e ,  w e  can c l a r i f y  
them immediately i f  y o u ' l l  j u s t  c o n t a c t  us by t e l e p h o n e ,  
c o l l e c t .  

A .  Okay. 

Q. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  s ay?  

A. No, sir.  

Q This  h .ear ing w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1030 hour s ,  2 7  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MANSELL, C h a r l e s  H .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9  Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  
( a e r o - s c o u t )  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  H i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s ,  who had been  i n  t h e  company from t h e  
t i m e  i t  was formed u n t i l  13 September 1968, t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  on 16 March 1968 he  was i n  a U H - l B ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
remember i f  h e  was t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander, o r  t h e  " p e t e r  
p i l o t "  (pg.  3 ) .  From h i s  r e c o r d s ,  h e  knew h e  f l ew  5.6 
hour s  t h a t  day ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a t  what t i m e  i n  t h e  
morning h e  was p r e s e n t  o v e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whom he  f l ew  w i t h ,  o r  i f  h e  f l e w  h i g h  gun 
o r  low gun (pg.  6 ) .  H e  d i d  see a Shark gunsh ip  f i r i n g  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  of  My La i  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ,  6 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was 
p o s s i b l e  some of h i s  f l i g h t  t i m e  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  w h i l e  f l y i n g  a t e s t  f l i g h t  (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  As ide  
from t h e  f i r i n g  of  t h e  S h a r k s ,  t h e  o n l y  i n c i d e n t s  t h e  w i t n e s s  
r e c a l l e d  w e r e  t h e  s p o t t i n g  o f  m o r t a r  rounds on t h e  t o p  o f  
H i l l  85 (pgs .  5 ,  7 ) ,  and t h e  e s c o r t i n g  of  Warrant  O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON and wounded c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  ( p g s .  4 ,  7 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  t ook  p l a c e  t h a t  
day ,  b u t  ag reed  t h a t  h e  was p robab ly  n o t i f i e d  by r a d i o  t o  
e s c o r t  THOMPSON (pg.  8 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  
THOMPSON'S l a n d i n g  a t  Quang Ngai and a f t e r  10 t o  15  minutes  
t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . 

b .  L a t e r  f l i g h t s  o v e r  t h e  a r e a .  

H e  t h o u g h t  h e  f l ew  o v e r  t h e  a r e a  t h e  n e x t  day 
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a t  which t i m e  he saw dead b o d i e s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11), 
and a mass e v a c u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  (pg.  1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  go ing  back t o  t h e  a r e a  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  16 March (pg .  1 5 ) .  

c.  H i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  THOMPSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  s h a r e d  a hoo tch  w i t h  
THOMPSON and was t o l d  abou t  t h r e e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  
a t  My La i  ( 4 )  ( pg .  1 3 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  them a s  b e i n g ,  f i r s t ,  
THOMPSON'S n o t i c i n g  a wounded g i r l  and a . c a p t a i n  go ing  o v e r  
t o  h e r  and s h o o t i n g  h e r  (pg .  1 3 ) .  The second i n c i d e n t  w a s  
when THOMPSON landed  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  when h e  saw some p e r s o n n e l  
i n  b u n k e r s ,  and , i n f o r m i n g  h i s  gunners  t o  f i r e  a t  t h e  advancing  
t r o o p s  i f  t h e y  f i r e d  on him, THOMPSON t h e n  c a l l e d  t h e  peop le  
o u t  o f  t h e  bunkers  and " e i t h e r  l e d  them t o  s a f e t y  o r  c a l l e d  
i n  a gunsh ip  t o  e v a c u a t e "  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 )  . The t h i r d  
i n c i d e n t  was t h e  p i c k i n g  up o f  t h e  wounded boy and t h e  
c a r r y i n g  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  THOMPSON was q u i t e  u p s e t  by t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  
wounded c h i l d  and was a l s o  q u i t e  angry  w i t h  t h e  c a p t a i n  
who was on t h e  ground (pg .  1 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
THOMPSON'S LOH h i t t i n g  a t r e e ,  o r  c h i p p i n g  a b l a d e  c a u s i n g  
him t o  l a n d  (pg .  1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  one t i m e  when THOMPSON 
l o s t  a c a p  o f f  a r o t o r  b l a d e  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember i f  it 
was on 16 March (pg. 2 1 )  . 
2.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Aside from d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t w i c e  w i t h  t h e  C I D ,  
t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone e lse  abou t  i t  
(pg.  3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  remembered b e i n g  t o l d  t h a t  
THOMPSON r e p o r t e d  t o  a c o l o n e l ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know who t h e  
c o l o n e l  w a s  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) . The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  THOMPSON 
was n o t  s a t i s f i e d  abou t  how t h e  m a t t e r  was hand led  and 
r e c a l l e d  a comment o f  THOMPSON'S t h a t  " i t  was p robab ly  
go ing  t o  b e  hushed up" (pg .  2 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was n o t  
q u e s t i o n e d  by h i s  commanding o f f i c e r ,  b u t  r e c a l l e d  Major 
WATKE t a l k i n g  t o  them (pg .  1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  
t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  because  he d i d  n o t  see a n y t h i n g  and f e l t  
t h a t  THOMPSON i n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  co lone l ,wou ld  have t o l d  
t h e  complete  s t o r y  (pg .  2 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  p i l o t ,  
L i e u t e n a n t  LIVINGSTON, d i d  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  someone 
(pgs .  20,  2 1 ) .  
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3. OTHER INFORMATIDN. 
 

The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  where he could  tes t  
fire weapons a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pgs. 1 6 ,  1 7 )  , and i n  Chu Lai 
(pg.  19) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES- PAGES 

' W l t  located- t n e  
0-4 S k e t c h  o f  LZ Do t t i e  t e s t  f i r e  area. 1 7  

W i t  o r i e n t e d  t o  
&rial p h o t o  o f  MY L a i  t h e  area and s t a t e d  

h e  s a w  t h e  S h a r k s  . 

f i r i n q  t o  t h e  
s o u t h .  

-- 4 
W i t  i n d i c a t e d  
where  h e  s a w  
b o d i e s  i n  t h e  
h a m l e t . 11 

p

-

-

-

-

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1515 hours ,  9 January 
1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : 
MR MACCR

The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  
ATE, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  LYNN. 

LTG PEERS, 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  Charles  H .  MANSELL. 

(CW2 MANSELL was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

RCDR : M r .  MANSELL, would you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  record  
your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, branch 
of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  Charles  H .  MANSELL, CW2, Warrant 
O f f i c e r ,  Aviat ion,  Armored Cavalry Troop, 6 th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, For t  Meade, Maryland. 

RCDR : Thank you. 

A .  Yes, sir. 

I0: M r .  MANSELL, before  we begin w i t h  any quest ion 
i n g ,  I would l i k e  t o  inform you of  s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  This 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  
Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  
determining t h e  f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recommendations 
concerning two mat ters  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  
wi th in  t h e  chain of  command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(2) t h e  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  be ing  conducted t o  inves 
t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances a s  t o  what happened a t  My 
Lai.  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have 
j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i 
g a t ions  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  previous s t a t e 
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ment which you have made. 

- ' A *  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Your testimony here  today w i l l  be taken under 
oath.  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  

recording i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  

which a r e  being taken by the  r e p o r t e r .  


Although the  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony t h i s  
morning, o r  p a r t s  of it, w i l l  become a mat ter  of pub l i c  
knowledge. 

There a r e  o t h e r  people a t  t h i s  t a b l e  who may 
address ques t ions  t o  you. On my l e f t  is  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  and he has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  Secre tary  of the  Army, t o  a s s i s t  me and provide l e g a l  
counsel f o r  me and o t h e r  members i n  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He 
may address ques t ions  t o  you. On my r i g h t  i s  Lieutenant  
Colonel PATTERSON, who has been assigned t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He, l i k e 
wise,  may address ques t ions  t o  you. 

You a r e  ordered no t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty o r  a s  you may ,be r equ i red  t o  do so before  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  sub
j e c t  t o  the  o rde r  i s s u e d  by the  mi1,itary judge i n  the genera l  
eour t -mar t ia l  case .  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  t h a t  your 
appearance here  i n  c o  way changes the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  
e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  

. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  
you have been c i t e d  i n  the  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

.Q M r .  MANSELL, what.was your duty assignment on t h e  
L6th of March, 1968? 

A ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember, sir.  I w a s  f l y i n g  a t  one 
time during t h a t  day. I was f l y i n g  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of My La i ,  
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b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I was an a i r c r a f t  commander of a 
UH-1,o r , i f  I was a "pe te r  p i l o t "  of a UH-113 gunship. 

Q What u n i t  were you assigned t o  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I was assigned t o  t h e  123d i n  t h e  America1 
Division. 

Q- You were assigned t o  t h e  aero-scout  company? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q- And, how long had you been i n  t h i s  company? 

A.  I had been t h e r e  s i n c e  it was formed. I was 
i n  t h e  161s t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  and then they  became t h e  123d. 

Q Now, when was t h a t ?  

A .  It w a s  e i t h e r  i n  l a t e  December o r  around the  1st 
of January 1 968. 

Q. How long d id  you s t a y  wi th  t h e  aero-scout company? 

A .  I s t ayed  wi th  them u n t i l  13  September 1968. 

Q. Afte r  t h e  time t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  broke i n t o  t h e  
news media, t h e  newspapers, t e l e v i s i o n ,  and r a d i o ,  and so  
f o r t h ,  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October of t h i s  yea r ,  
have you had any conversat ions with anybody concerning what 
might have taken p l a c e  a t  My L a i ,  o r  your p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
i t ?  Here I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  wi th in  t h e  company, w i t h i n  t h e  
br igade,  t h e  11th  Brigade, Task Force Barker,  o r  w i t h i n  t h e  
Arnerical Divis ion .  

A .  No, s i r .  Not t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  anyone o t h e r  than as  poss ib ly  ordered t o  up t h e r e  
i n  t h e  room before  I came down. I d i d  t a l k  t o  t h e  C I D ,  
though, twice.  

Q. Yes, I understand t h a t .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
weren ' t  s u r e  what kind of a s h i p  you were f l y i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  su re  I was i n  a U H - l B ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  I was t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander, o r  t h e  " p e t e r  
p i l o t "  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
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Q. You were f l y i n g  a gunship,  though? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you remember what time of day you were 
f l y i n g ?  Did you f l y  more o r  l e s s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, 
i n  t h e  middle of t h e  morning, o r  l a t e r  i n  the  morning. 
When d i d  you f l y ?  

A .  A s  near  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  it was l a t e r  i n  
t h e  morning. The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I v i v i d l y  a c t u a l l y  re 
member w a s  e s c o r t i n g  Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON t o  t h e  hos
p i t a l  with t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  was wounded. 

Q Well, would you desc r ibe  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  what t r a n s p i r e d  while  you were f l y i n g  t h a t  
morning? 

A. Yes, sir. Since I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C I D  and every 
t h i n g ,  it is  r e a l l y  hard f o r  me t o  determine which a c t u a l l y  
happened and what I d i d  see .  But, t h e  only th ings  t h a t  
I can remember a c t u a l l y  see ing  was t h a t  a t  one t i m e  I s a w  
a Shark gunship f i r i n g  south of My La i ,  and I d i d  see-

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You saw some Shark gunships f i r i n g  
south of My Lai?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  road south  of  
My Lai.  But, I d i d n ' t  s e e  what they were shoot ing o r  f i r i n g  
1.t. 

Q .  Well, now, j u s t  a minute. We have h e r e  a photo
graph of My La i  Vi l l age  (Exh ib i t  P-1) .  Here i s  H i l l  85 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Here is  Highway 521 ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . That runs 
t o  t h e  southwest of Quang Nai C i t y ,  and runs o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( I ) ,o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  a s  you 
know it. Here i s  t h e  road t h a t  connects it with t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ,  and s o  on ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Now, about 
what a rea  d i d  you s e e  t h e  f i r i n g  going on? 

A. I t  was i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  along i n  he re ,  sir. 

Q • General ly  along t h e  road he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  along t h e  road and t o  t h e  south.  Like 
I say,  I c a n ' t  s t a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what a rea .  I can g ive  a 

\ 
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general  a r e a ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know what t h e i r  t a r g e t s  were. 

Q id you s e e  t h e  Shark gunships? Are you s u r e  
they were Shark gunships,  now? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - And, they  were working g e n e r a l l y  along t h e  road 
here ,  and t o  t h e  south? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q. What time of day was t h a t ?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  morning sometime, sir. Now, what 
p a r t  of t h e  morning, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Are you s u r e  you d i d n ' t  a l s o  f l y  t h e  f i r s t  e s c o r t  
with Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

A. No sir ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  whether I flew t h a t  o r  not .  
I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  breaking away from t h a t  a r e a  and 
going south of H i l l  85, and scou t ing  around down along the  
Song Tra Khuc River f o r  a  whi le ,  and then  coming back and 
s p o t t i n g  some mortar  rounds on t h e  t o p  of H i l l  85? 

A. I remember f l y i n g  around t h e r e  when we d i d  s p o t  
t h e  mortar rounds,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I was on t h e  one 
t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  found them, o r  i f  I came o u t  a f t e r .  I was 
t h e r e  when t h e  s l i c k s  d id  send t h e  "grunts"  i n .  I remember 
t h a t .  I remember see ing  t h a t .  

Q - The information t h a t  we have is  t h a t  i n  t h e  My 
Lai a r e a ,  t h e  Sharks l e f t  t h i s  a r e a  f a i r l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning. 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. That they l e f t  t h e r e  a t  0900, maybe 0915, b u t  no 
l a t e r .  So, I ' m  wondering i f  perhaps you might n o t  have 
flown wi th  somebody e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning and perhaps l a t e r  
i n  t h e  morning a s  wel l?  

A. T h a t ' s  very p o s s i b l e ,  s ir .  I d i d  f l y  5.6 hours 
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t h a t  day. 


Q HOW do you know t h a t ?  


A.  I checked my f l i g h t  r ecords ,  s ir .  And, it was a l l  
i n  a UH-1B.  And, t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I d i d  some test-
f l y i n g  t h a t  day i n  some o t h e r  a i r c r a f t .  But, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  of  f l y i n g  f o r  a gunship? 

A. Yes, s ir .  W e  d i d  g e t  q u i t e  a b i t  of f l i g h t  t i m e  
when we became t h e  scou t s .  I t  wasn ' t  very uncommon a t  t h e  
time. 

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning when you were 
f l y i n g  wi th  BROWN o r  BAKER? 

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who I was f l y i n g  with.  

Q. Do you remember whether you were f l y i n g  high gun 
o r  low gun? 

A .  No s ir ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  you do remember see ing  t h e  f i r i n g  by t h e  
Sharks south of My Lai?  

A. Yes, sir.  I am very s u r e  I d id .  I d o n ' t  know-

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  f l y  wi th  Major WATKE? o 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember f l y i n g  with him. 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  h i s  being a p i l o t  i n  one of t h e  guns 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I know t h a t  he was a f t e r  t a l k i n g  with 
t h e  C I D .  I was asked a month ago t o  remember a l l  t h e  names 
and everything.  The l a s t  t ime I went i n ,  t o  t r y  t o  jog my 
memory, he mentioned some people who were f l y i n g  t h a t  day; 
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether he w a s  f l y i n g  
t h a t  day o r  n o t .  

Q .  Well, l a t e r  on we w i l l  t r y  t o  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t e n 
ed o u t  by having Colonel PATTERSON t a l k  wi th  you t o  t r y  and decide 
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who was f l y i n g  wi th  you t h a t  day. W e  do have a f a i r l y  
good i d e a  who was f l y i n g  wi th  you, b u t  it is  a l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  everybody marr ied up. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, t e l l  us about what happened l a t e r  on. 

A .  
w e  

W e l l ,  I guess it was somewhere around noon when 
escor ted  t h a t  OH-23 t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q- W e l l ,  j u s t  a minute. There 's  a l o t  more t o  t h e  
s t o r y  be fo re  we g e t  down t o  e s c o r t i n g  t h a t  23 t o  t h e  hos
p i t a l .  I f  you were on s t a t i o n  wi th  t h a t  2 3  a t  t h e  t i m e - 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  t h a t  I s  t h e  th ing .  I th ink  
I was s a t  down when he picked up t h i s  c h i l d  and marr ied 
up wi th  him i n  t h e  a i r  en r o u t e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Because, I 
d o n ' t  remember see ing  him on t h e  ground a t  a l l .  I mean, 
I can s e e  him r i g h t  now, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  a rea  
he s a t  down i n .  

Q *  What do you mean " s e e  him r i g h t  now"? 

A. I n  my mind I can s e e  him s i t t i n g  on t h e  ground doing 
t h e  th ings  he s a i d  he d i d ,  going and p icking  up t h e  c h i l d .  
But, I couldn'  t t e l l  you where i t  was, s o  I must n o t  have seen  
him. I mean it was hard  f o r  me t o  determine what I a c t u a l l y  
saw, because I l i v e d  i n  t h e  same hootch a s  Warrant Of f i ce r  
THOMPSON. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  you had been t h e r e ,  your d i scuss ion  wi th  
THOMPSON would have more o r  l e s s  r e in fo rced  you, wouldn 't 
i t ?  

A - Y e s ,  s ir .  But,  I c o u l d n ' t  have been t h e r e  a l l  
morning. And, my n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  t e l l  you where he s a t  down 
would i n d i c a t e  t o  m e ,  i n  eva lua t ing  myself ,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  s e e  him on t h e  ground. The t h i n g s  I v i v i d l y  re
member is t h a t  I. do remember t h e  s l i c k  s i t t i n g  down on H i l l  
85; and I f o r  s u r e  remember fol lowing Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ;  and I do remember t h e  Sharks f i r i n g .  But, 
anything e l s e  t h a t  happened, I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s a y ,  "Yes, 
I saw t h a t .  I' 

Q. W e l l ,  you were a l s o  tuned i n  on your r a d i o ,  weren ' t  
YOU? 
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A .  Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember any conversa t ions  
a t  a l l  t h a t  day. 

Q Not even l a t e r  on i n - t h e  morning be fo re  you hooked 
up with THOMPSON and escor ted  him? 

A .  No, sir .  Not t h a t  I can put  my f i n g e r  on,  and 
say  t h a t  somebody s a i d  something. I ' m  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  
I remember a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  we escor ted  THOMPSON and t h a t  
he was t ak ing  a c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q 	 Well, how d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. Well, probably by a r a d i o  t ransmiss ion ,  e i t h e r  
d i r e c t l y  t o  me, my s h i p ,  o r  on intercom. I t  could have 
been t o l d  t o  m e  on intercom by t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any conversa t ions  between 
t h e  gunships and t h e  people on t h e  ground about what might 
be happening i n  t h e i r  a rea?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q . Were you p r e s e n t  when another  gunship landed and 
picked up some people and flew them back t o  somewhere south 
of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q. When M r .  THOMPSON landed a t  Quang Ngai, where d i d  he 
land? 

il . He landed r i g h t  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q 	 Was t h e r e  a pad t h e r e ?  

A. I t h ink  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  an open a rea  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
remember a pad t h e r e .  I t  was j u s t  an a r e a  he s a t  down i n ,  
s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  a h e l i p o r t .  

Q Did you 	s i t  down too? 

A.  No sir ,  I s tayed i n  t h e  a i r .  


Q How long w a s  M r .  THOMPSON on t h e  ground? ,  


A .  I th ink  	it w a s  j u s t  10 o r  1 5  minutes. I d o n ' t  
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remember f o r  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q =  And, what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I th ink  we j u s t  went back t o  D o t t i e  and d i d n ' t  
f l y  anything any more t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  remember. I 
d o n ' t  remember f l y i n g  a t  a l l  af terwards t h a t  day. 

Q. Were you p resen t  when THOMPSON landed? 

A. No, sir.  Because, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him 
with blood on him. 

Q. W e l l ,  suppose he d i d n ' t  have blood on him? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember. Af te r  t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  
people--maintenance people,  t h a t  were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime, I 
might have seen him when he got  t o  h i s  hootch. But, I 
d i d n ' t  s ee  him g e t  o u t  of h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  him t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  

A.  A t  t h e  hootch? 

Q. A t  LZ Dot t ie .  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  him a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
no, sir. I remember t a l k i n g  t o  him a t  t h e  hootch a f t e r .  I 
guess it was l a t e r  i n  t h e  af te rnoon he explained everything 
then. 

Q. Were you near  him when he t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was. I d o n ' t  remember 
any conversat ion between him and ~ a j o rWATKE. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  f l y  wi th  Major WILSON? 

A. I might have, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

LTC PATTERSON: Were t h e  aero-scouts  opera t ing  ou t  of LZ 
Dot t i e  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You had your  gunships and crews a t  LZ ~ o t t i e ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q You s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  records  v e r i f y  you f lew 5.6 

hours.  What was t h e  range of a UH-1B before  r e f u e l i n g ?  


A. I n  mi les  o r  time? 


Q Hours. 


A .  About an hour and a h a l f .  

Q. That would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you had flown about how 

many missions? 


A. Four, approximately f o u r  missions.  Three t o  four .  

' Q - 	 Would THOMPSON have set h i s  scou t  on t h e  ground with  

o u t  t h e  a e r i a l  cover of t h e  gunships? 


A. Would he have? I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

I mean, 23 ' s  have s e t  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  down be fo re  wi thout  a i r  

cover.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he would have, b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  


10: I want you t o  th ink  r e a l  hard about t h i s  now, be

cause I know who pu t  t h e  gunship down, and I know t h e  s t o r y  

about t h i s  t i m e .  You should remember, i f  you were t h e r e ,  

-bout what was going on. 


. i e  Y e s ,  s ir .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  sir. 

0 .  But, what w e  want t o  g e t  down is  who was i n  what 

h e l i c o p t e r  a t  what t i m e ,  


A, Yes, sir. 


'2. Were you ever  back over  t h i s  a r e a  again? 


A .  Yes, sir. I flew back over  t h e  a r e a ,  I t h i n k ,  

t h e  next  day, and t h e  day a f t e r .  


Q. What d id  you see?  

A .  I saw dead bodies  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a  p l u s  a 

mass evacuat ion of most of t h e  personnel t h a t  w e r e  i n  

t h a t  a rea  toward t h e  south.  Right down he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
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toward t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r  r i g h t  ac ross  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  q u i t e  My L a i  (4) then? 

A .  No, sir.  But we covered t h e  whole a r e a .  I 
d o n ' t  remember see ing  any Vietnamese i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  
all. It seems as i f  they had a l l  congregated down i n  t h i s  
a rea  going ac ross  t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q .  I n  t h e  a r e a  of My La i  (4) i t s e l f ,  what d i d  you 
see? 

A. I saw a l a r g e  amount of  dead bodies.  

Q - Yes. Now, f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  record ,  would you 
j u s t  p o i n t  it o u t  on t h e  map, and we w i l l  v e r i f y  l a t e r  
where you s a w  t h e  dead bodies? 

A.  I saw them genera l ly  a l l  over t h e  a r e a ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  
hamlet here  and on down t h e  road. 

Q .  Now, t h i s  is  t h e  next  day? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  t h a t  ou t .  It could 
have been t h e  next  day, or--I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  I 
th ink  it w a s  t h e  next  day. I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  it was t h e  
next  day. 

Q.  Was it only along t h e  road t h a t  you s a w  them? 

A .  No, sir .  I saw them up i n  t h e  hamlet a r e a  a l s o .  

Q .  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  hamlet t h a t  
you s a w  them i n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  genera l ly  i n  t h e  hamlet; t h a t ' s  a l l .  
I d o n ' t  remember where they  were a t .  I remember something 
about see ing  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  with q u i t e  a few people i n  
it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where t h i s  d i t c h  w a s .  

Q. What caused you t o  go back t h e r e ?  

A. Could I have t h a t  again? 

Q. What caused you t o  go back t h e r e  t h a t  day, t h e  
second day? 
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A.  We were t o l d  t o ,  a s  f a r  a s  I remember, s i r .  T h a t ' s  
why I c a n ' t  remember i f  I was an a i r c r a f t  commander, o r  a 
" p e t e r  p i l o t . "  But, I th ink  we were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  j u s t  go 
back and check t h e  genera l  a rea .  

Q Well, i f  you were f l y i n g  and you could s e e  a l l  
t h a t ,  you must have been p r e t t y  low. 

A .  I t  would appear t h a t  I was, s ir .  

Q. Were you e s c o r t i n g  an H-23 t h e  second day through 
t h a t  area? 

A.  W e  t r a v e l e d  t h a t  way, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  
s ir .  There would have been no reason f o r  us t o  be o u t  t h e r e  
without  a 23. 

Q I f  THOMPSON would have flown on t h e  16 th ,  would 
he probably have been t h e  p i l o t  on t h e  H-23 t h e  fol lowing 
day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  -- The 23 p i l o t s  flew q u i t e  
a b i t .  I d o n ' t  remember. I t  i s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he could 
have been t h e r e  t h e  second day and t h e  t h i r d  day, because 
t h e r e  were t imes when he flew q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q When you came back i n  t h e  second day, you s a i d  
t h a t  you s a w  a l o t  of bodies .  How many bodies do you 
t h i n k  you saw? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  I could have seen 
~ , : . . 3, o r  200 , b u t  I d o n ' t  know. There was a g r e a t  amount. 

Q . Did you see any people i n  t h e  process of burying 
people? 

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  anybody burying 
any dead bodies .  

Q Now, do you remember anything more t h a t  might 
have happened down i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  i s  of concern t o  what 
we a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  

A. That I saw? 

Q. I n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai i t s e l f .  

A.  No, sir. 
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Q. The fol lowing day, you i n d i c a t e d  you saw q u i t e  
a few people t h a t  were moving ac ross  t h e  mouth of t h e  Song 

' Tra Khuc River going toward t h e  south.  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W a s  any f i r e  d i r e c t e d  toward these  people a t  a l l  
t h a t  you saw? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. Did you ever  have any d i scuss ion  wi th  anybody 

concerning t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai?  


A .  You mean, a f t e r  t h i s  happened? 

Q. Yes? 

A .  W e l l ,  I t a lked  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. We 

were i n  t h e  same hootch. 


Q .  W i l l  you expla in  i n  a s  g r e a t  d e t a i l  a s  you can 

what THOMPSON t o l d  you? 


A. H e  t o l d  m e  about t h r e e  ins tances  t h a t  happened t h a t  
day. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  what sequence they were i n ,  
bu t  a s  near  as I can remember, t h e  f i r s t  one was an i n s t a n c e  
when he no t i ced  a g i r l  o r  a young woman t h a t  was wounded. 
Somehow, he n o t i f i e d  t h e  people on t h e  ground t h a t  t h e r e  
was a wounded and would they h e l p  him; I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
was r a d i o  con tac t  o r  what. And, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  hear ing 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON saying t h a t  t h i s  c a p t a i n  he t a lked  
t o  on t h e  ground s a i d  t h a t ,  "Yes, " he would h e l p  t h e  g i r l .  
H e  walked over  t o  h e r ,  kicked h e r ,  and s h o t  he r .  He took 
of f  again,  and t h e  next  time he saw-

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What do you mean, "took o f f  again"? 

A. Okay. I d o n ' t  know i f  he had s e t  down on t h e  
ground o r  not .  I t h i n k ,  i f  I remember r ight - -wel l ,  I d o n ' t  
remember. Another i n s t a n c e  was when he saw some personnel 
i n  t h e  bunkers of some s o r t .  He set h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down, g o t  
Out, and informed h i s  crew ch ie f  and h i s  gunner t h a t  they 
should t u r n  t h e i r  machineguns on t h e  advancing U.S. t roops ;  
and i f  they  opened f i r e  on him, t h a t  they were supposed t o  
open f i r e  on t h e  advancing U.S. t roops .  He g o t  o u t  and g o t  
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t h e  people  o u t  of t h e  bunkers  and he e i t h e r  l e d  them t o  
s a f e t y  o r  c a l l e d  i n  a gunship t o  evacua te .  And, t h i r d  
was- 

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he say anyth ing  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
about a conve r sa t ion  o r  argument wi th  soizebody on t h e  ground? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  And, t h e  t h i r d  one w a s  
when he p icked  up t h i s  wounded boy. He s a i d  t h a t  he n o t i c e d  
t h i s  boy t h a t  was wounded--I t h i n k  it was a boy, it w a s  a 
smal l  child--and he s e t  down and he p u t  it i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and took it t o  t h e  Quang Ngai H o s p i t a l .  H e  made mention of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he was q u i t e  u p s e t  over  it. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  c r i e d  
a t  t h i s  t ime  a s  it a f f e c t e d  him t h i s  much. I t h i n k  he  
has  one o r  two c h i l d r e n  around t h e  same age.  

Q Did he  s a y  where t h i s  c h i l d  was? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did he g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  c h i l d  was i n  
a d i t c h  a long  wi th  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  bod ie s?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  he may have 
s a i d  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h a t  he was q u i t e  angry w i t h  t h i s  
e z p t a i n  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  ground. I remember him s a y i n g  t h a t  
ne d i d n ' t  know t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  name, Gut he was q u i t e  angry 
about  it. 

Q. Did THOKPSON t e l l  you i f  he passed t h i s  on t o  any 
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s ?  

-4. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  w e  s a t  down 
a t  Ky Ha. 

Where? 

A. A t  Ky Ha, Chu La i .  I t  was e i t h e r  t h e r e  o r  a t  
D o t t i e ,  I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  But ,  he  went t o  see 
some c o l o n e l  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened t h e r e .  

Q. Do you know who t h a t  was? 
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A. No sir .  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d ,  M r .  MANSELL, t h a t  you went 
back t o  the  a r e a  and examined it a f t e r  you had been t h e r e  
on the  i 6 t h ,  and t h a t  you had rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  do 
t h i s .  Do you r e c a l l  from whom you rece ived  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  make t h a t  t r i p  back t o  t h e  a rea?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q- Now, you were o u t  f o r  a long t ime on t h e  16th.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* How many hours d id  you say? 

A. Five and s i x - t e n t h s ,  s ir .  

Q- Five and s ix - t en ths?  And, t h a t  would j u s t  about 
cover t h e  e n t i r e  morning, would it not?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And, I understood you t o  say you d o n ' t  t h i n k  you 
went back i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember going back i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  

Q. Are you q u i t e  su re  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  observe a 
l o t  more than you a r e  t e l l i n g  us about? I have a f e e l 
ing t h a t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  n o t  a s  good as  it should be. 
There a r e  th ings  here  t h a t  put  you on s t a t i o n ,  i n  my mind, 
t h a t  you d o n ' t  seem t o  be th ink ing  about.  I would l i k e  
you t o  th ink  very hard about these  hours on the  16 th .  I f  
you logged t h a t  much time, you had t o  be where sings were 
going on. 

A .  Yes, sir.  Well, l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  is  a poss i -  
b i l i t y  t h a t  I d i d  f l y  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  I was armament 
o f f i c e r  over t h e r e  and it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I got  q u i t e  a 
few hours f l y i n g  t e s t  f l i g h t .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Well, how would you g e t  t e s t  f l i g h t s ?  Would you 
have t o  go back t o  Chu Lai  and leave  t h e  a r e a  e n t i r e l y ?  
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A. Yes, sir.  I t h i n k  a h  t h a t  t i m e  we w e r e  also 
s i t t i n g  down on t h e  ground a t  D o t t i e  and shoo t ing  o f f  of 
D o t t i e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  back when we had t h e  M-16, sir. 

Q But ,  would n o t  you have been doing tes t  f l i g h t s  
o u t  of D o t t i e ?  

A. W e l l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  w e  d i d .  D o t t i e  w a s  
t h e  on ly  p l a c e  t h a t  we could  set  down and f i r e  on t h e  ground. 
They wou ldn ' t  l e t  us any c l o s e r  t o  Chu L a i .  So, It is 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I had one t r i p  t o  D o t t i e  from Chu L a i ,  and 
s e t  d ~ w non t h e  ground, and f i r e d  t h e  M-16 system. And, 
as soon a s  we g o t  it working r i g h t ,  I took t h e  pe r sonne l  
back t o  Chu L a i .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q And, you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of who w a s  f l y i n g  
wi th  you a t  any t i m e  du r ing  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  I have n o t .  

10: W e l l ,  t e l l  m e  something. 

A.  Y e s  s ir .  

Q .  A t  LZ D o t t i e ,  you s a i d  t h a t  you could  t e s t  f i r e  your  
guns. Where do  you t e s t  f i r e  your  guns a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. W e l i ,  r i g h t  b e s i d e  t h e  POL they  had an adrnin pad,  
and t h e r e  was no p l a c e  t o  set down nea r  Chu L a i .  They 
wouldn ' t  l e t  us s e t  down on t h e  ground and f i r e .  Now, on 
t h e  M-16 system,  t h e  on ly  way you could t e l l  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  
was f u n c t i o n i n g  p r o p e r l y ,  o r  what would cause a m i s f i r e ,  
would be t o  ask permiss ion  from t h e  personne l  a t  D o t t i e  
i t  we could s e t  down and f i r e .  On occas ion  when they  w e r e n ' t  
u s ing  t h e  admin pad,  w e  would s e t  down on t h e i r  admin pad 
and aim it up toward a h i l l  and f i r e ,  n o t  r o c k e t s ,  j u s t  
machineguns. 

Q Is t h i s  t h e  admin pad t h a t  must have been on t h e  
eas-k s i d e  of D o t t i e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  POL.. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  POL w a s  on t h e  west  s i d e  of D o t t i e ;  and 
i f  you would have f i r e d  o u t  from t h e r e ,  you would have been 
f i r i n g  r i g h t  a c r o s s  Highway 1. I t  seems q u i t e  u n l i k e l y .  
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S i r ,  t h e  POL i s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e ?  
  

Tha t 's r i g h t .  
  

W e l l ,  we were f i r i n g  toward t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  
  

Q- W e l l ,  you c o u l d n ' t  f i r e  through LZ D o t t i e .  You'd 
have t o  be  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i f  you were going t o  f i r e  over  
t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  POL was on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of 
~ o t t i eand t h e  admin pad, I t h i n k ,  was d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  of 
it. Can I show you on t h e  map? 

(The w i t n e s s  s t epped  t o  t h e  map. ) 

H e r e ' s  LZ Dot t i e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q-
t ake  a  

T h a t ' s  n o t  a very good diagram o f  D o t t  
recess a t  t h i s  t ime.  When w e  r e t u r n  w e ' l l  

i e .  We ' l l  
show 

you a s k e t c h  of  LZ G o t t i e  t o  b e t t e r  o r i e n t  you. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1552 hour s ,  9  January 1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1605 hour s ,  9  January 1970.) 

RCDR: A 1 1  persons  p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  r e c e s s  a r e  now p r e s e n t .  

10:  M r .  MANSELL, when w e  r e c e s s e d  w e  were t a l k i n g  about  
LZ D o t t i e .  You were t e s t i f y i n g  about  it. 

A. . Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I have h e r e  a rough s k e t c h  of  LZ D o t t i e  which has  
been marked and e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  0-4. 
Would you p l e a s e  show us where on t h i s  s k e t c h  you t e s t  f i r e d  
your guns a t  t h a t  t ime ,  r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  t h e  LZ i s  l o c a t e d  
g e n e r a l l y  o v e r  i n  t h i s '  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  gas  pump pad, t h i s  is  POL 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . It  was r i g h t  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  t h i s  i s  t h e  pad ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

9- Now, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  you have ano the r  h e l i p a d  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Wait a minute now, what i s  t h i s  a r e a  around he re?  
1s t h i s  t h e  o u t e r  per imeter?  
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Q Y e s ,  it i s  t h e  pe r ime te r .  

A.  I t  w a s  r i g h t  up from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . I f  I could  
see--wait a minute.  Is t h i s  a r e a  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h i s ?  

Q. No. Here 's  your  contours  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . W e l l ,  
a c t u a l l y  t h e  h e l i p a d  i s  down i n  h e r e ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  h i l l .  

A.  I t h i n k  i t s s r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q You've g o t  your  b i g  pick-up zone h e r e ,  you have 
a h e l i p a d  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and a h e l i p a d  up h e r e  a t  t h e  n o r t h  
end of t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  


Q - J u s t  n o r t h  of  h e r e  and t h e  POL ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  


A.  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  it was c l o s e r  i n  from t h i s  
h e l i p a d  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q I s e e .  Which d i r e c t i o n  d i d  you f i r e ?  

A. Out i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There 
were some h i l l s  over  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I guess  
it was around 80 o r  9 0  degrees  t h a t  w e  were f i r i n g .  

Q Yes, a11 r i g h t .  Now, do you remember t h e  LOH t h a t  
M r .  THOMPSON was f l y i n g  t h a t  day h i t t i n g  a tree and ch ipp ing  a 
r o t o r  b l a d e ,  caus ing  him t o  l a n d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remenber t h e  LOH s i t t i n g  dovn east of My 
Lai?  

A.  NO. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Well,  how do you account  f o r  a l l  t h i s  f i v e  and one 
half horns t h a t  you p u t  i n  t h a t  day,  then ,  i f  you d i d n ' t  f l y  
i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. W e l l . ,  I might have tes t  f i r e d  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember. 
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Q =  Do you g e t  c r e d i t  when you tes t  f i r e  from t h e  
pad? Do you g e t  c r e d i t  f o r  f l y i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  You have t o  f l y  t o  rhe pa&. I f  w e  
would have tes t  f i r e d ,  we would have flown down from Chu 
Lai. W e  had a r e g u l a r  t e s t f i r e  a r e a  r i g h t  south  of Chu 
Lai t h a t  w e  used q u i t e  a  b i t ,  i f  w e  would have t o  se t  
down. 

Q. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  a t  t h e  moment y o u r ' r e  s p e c u l a t i n g ,  
a r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  because I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  
know f o r  s u r e .  

Q- W e l l ,  I th ink  t h a t ' s  what your answer has  t o  be .  
You could have been doing a  dozen o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  you know. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know. 

Q. Were you eve r  questxoned by your commanding 
o f f i c e r ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember 
being ques t ioned  by him a t  a l l .  

Q. Did you eve r  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being conducted a t  a l l ?  

A. None o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Warrznt C f f i c e r  
THOMPSON went and saw some co lone l .  I d o n ' t  remember any- 
th ing  else be ing  s a i d  about t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- Did you r e c a l l  Major WATKE, your  company commander, 
g e t t i n g  you t o g e t h e r  and t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  u n i t  and t e i l i n g  
them t o  s t o p  a l l  t h e s e  wi ld  rurnors and a i l  t h i s  t a l k i n g  t h a t  
was going on, and t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and t h a t  it had t o  be k e p t  q u i e t  u n t i l  it was i n v e s t i g a t e d  
proper ly?  

A. You j u s t  jogged a l i t t l e  b i t  of my memory, sir.  I 
do r e c a l l  something about him g e t t i n g  up and t a l k i n g  t o  us.  
I d o n ' t  remsmber f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  I t  r i n g s  a  b e l l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember f o r  s u r e .  

Q. I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  very loudly?  

A. No, s ir .  
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Q - Was it p r e t t y  w e l l  known w i t h i n  t h e  company t h a t  
t h e r e  were a l o t  of  c i v i l i a n s  k i i l e d  t h a t  day? 

A.  . y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did you e v e r  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  anybody a t  a l l ?  

A. . No, sir ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you ha-ze any reason  f o r  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  i t ?  

A.  O t h e r  t h a n  I d i d n ' t  see anybody k i l l e d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  
I c o ~ l dsay  I s a w ;  l i k e  I saw sonlebody go and k i l l  such  and 
such,  no, I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q. You wouldn ' t  have t o  do t h a t .  But, the fo l lowing  
day you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you sar%.q u i t e  a few bod ie s  l a y i n g  
around t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, sir. W e l l ,  I s t a t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THONPSON went up and t a l k e d  t o  t h i s  c o l o n e l ,  whoever 
it was. I f i g u r e d  t h a t  I w o c l d n l t  have t h a t  much t o  add o r  
s u b t r a c t .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  much. 

Q Did you knoc;; t hose  bodies  t h a t  you saw w e r e n ' t  VC? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I mean, I assume^ t h a t  t hey  
w e r e n ' t ;  and, i n  my own mind, anybody over  t h e r e  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  
a VC. But ,  I don ' t - - the  m a j o r i t y  of them w e r e n ' t  d ra f t - age  
males,  s o  I would s u s p e c t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  VC. I may have 
a l o t  of double t a l k ;  t h i s  whole a r e a  was r e a l  bad anyway, sir.  
When we r e f u e l e d  h e r e  w e  w e r e  always g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  I t  is  
j u s t  common knowledge t h a t  it i s  90 t o  9 5  p e r c e n t  VC anyway, 
sir. 

Q VC o r  VC sympathizers?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was anybody i n  your  company 
b e s i d e s  THOMPSON t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  anyone about  t h i s ?  

A.  I found o u t  l a t e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t i m e ,  
t h a t  L ieu tenan t  LIVINGSTON d i d  t a l k  t o  someone a l s o .  

Q * ,  From whom d i d  you fir id t h i s  o u t ?  
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A. I t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  LIVINGSTON a t  t h e  CID.  
He had me c a l l  him, and I t a l k e d  t o  him. 

9. When was t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was a week and a h a l f  o r  2 weeks ago, 
sir. 

Q What e l s e  d id  LIVINGSTON t e l l  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what he t o l d  me, sir. 
W e  sa t  down t o  try t o  determine whether I was f l y i n g  w i t h  
him o r  not ;  and, we  couldn ' t .  Nei ther  one of us could jog 
our memories. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  MANSELL, when a chopper h i t s  such th ings  
as  brush and t r e e s ,  is t h a t  an occasion f o r  a l i t t l e  abuse 
for t h e  p i l o t  a t  t h a t  t ime from h i s  buddies back a t  t h e  home 
base? Goodnatured r i b b i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  i t ' s  happened. I .mean I wouldn ' t  say i t ' s  
a genera l  r u l e .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  
THOMPSON about having h i t  t h e  t i p  of a b lade  on some bushes? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  o f f ,  s ir .  But ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was one time when he l o s t  a  cap o f f  one of h i s  main r o t o r  
b lades .  But,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h i s  t ime o r  a 
d i f f e r e n t  t ime.  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  l o g  f o r  Task Force Barker on 16 March a t  
1330 hours ,  r e a d s ,  "H-23 from 123d Aviation h i t  some brush.  
Chopper is f l y i n g .  No i nj u r i e s .  " Does t h a t  i n  any way 
r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  about such an i n c i d e n t  on the  16th  
of March? 

A. . . No, sir. 

I0: I f  you would have been f l y i n g  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h e  and t h a t  chopper s a t  down, t h e  way you h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  t a l k  t o  one another ,  you would have known it, wouldn't  
YOU? 

Y e s  , sir. 

By r a d i o  t ransmission? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  I probably would have known it. 

Q.  I know one of my problems was t o  s t o p  a l o t  
of c h a t t e r  between h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ;  I was no t  a b l e  t o  
do s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  I f  your company commander, Major WATKE 
d id  no t  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t ,  do you r e c a l l  anybody else 
ever  g iv ing  you i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  
i s  being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t o  c u t  ou t  a l l  t he  wi ld  rumors, 
and s o  f o r t h ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I don ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember anyone 
e l s e  saying it o r  anything about it. 

Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of t h e  company, 
doorgunners, e t c ,  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Well, t h e  genera l  d r i f t  o r  t h e  genera l  g i s t  of 
it was t h a t  they were a l l  very d isp leased .  I t h i n k  
THOMPSON was t h e  wors t  d i sp leased ,  b u t  everyone was q u i t e  
upset .  

Q Well, t h a t ' s  what I have a d i f f i c u l t  t ime under
s tanding;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you ' r e  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  everyone w a s  
upse t ,  y e t  nobody d i d  anything. 

A. Well, I f igured  t h a t  THOMPSON was going t o  t ake  
c a r e  of it a l l .  H e ' s  t h s  one t h a t  saw most of what happened, 
and he could g ive  a b e t t e r  account of what happened than  
anybody e l s e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  about t h i s  opera t ion  
t h a t  you t h i n k  would.be u s e f u l  t o  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

NO, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q I n  o rde r  t h a t  we can g e t  t h e  p i l o t s  and c o p i l o t s  
of these  f l i g h t s  l i n e d  up, which one do you t h i n k  you were on? 

A. Well, I th ink  I was on t h e  one t h a t  escorted--I  
know t h a t  I was on t h e  one t h a t  e scor t ed  THOMPSON t o  t h e  hos
p i t a l .  

Q That w a s  about 1100 t o  1130 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Yes, sir.  And, I was on t h e  one where we s e n t  t h e  
"animals" i n  on t o p  of  H i l l  85. But, o t h e r  than t h a t ,  I c a n ' t  
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remember anyth ing  else, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Didn' t you say  t h a t  you saw t h e  Sharks  
f i r i n g  a long  Highway 521? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what t i m e  t h a t  
was. I have no i d e a  if it w a s  t h e  same t ime o r  anyth ing .  
I j u s t  rerilember s e e i n g  t h e  Sharks f i r i n g .  

10: Did you see t h e  Sharks  knock down anybody? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t  see what t hey  were f i r i n g  a t .  

Q- A t  t h z t  t ime d i d  you make a f i r i n g  run  on a VC 
t h a t  was t a k i n g  o f f  frcjm 521 heading  towards E i l l  85? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember doing t h a t .  

LTC PATTERSON: I n  your  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  THGMPSON a f t e r  
he had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  d i d  THOMPSON e v e r  s ay  anyth ing  
concerning t h a t  he w a s  t o l d  n o t  t o  say  anyth ing  more? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember him s a y i n g  t h a t .  

Q. Did he  seem s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  he thought  t h e  m a t t e r  
w a s  be ing  handled  p rope r ly?  

A. No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t .  I mean, I seem t o  remember a 
conlrnerlt t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  it was probably going t o  be  
hushed up. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I remember about  any 
conversa t ion .  

Q. Did t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  your  hootch ,  where 
you a l l  l i v e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  it was, s i r .  

Q. Who else might have been p r e s e n t ,  o r  do you re
c a l l  anyone else be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Warrant O f f i c e r  EZELL. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone 
e l s e  be ing  p r e s e n t .  But,  Warrant O f f i c e r  EZELL could  have 
been p r e s e n t .  Warrant O f f i c e r  GUALTIEX, and t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  
man, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was. 

? 

A t  any t i m e  l a t e r ,  d i d  'THOMPSON e v e r  b r i n g  t h e  

APP T-123 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


i n v e s t i g a t i o n  up again? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - '  And, a f t e r  t h i s  d i scuss ion ,  the  mat ter  was 
dropped as  f a r  as your hootch d iscuss ion?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Were you aware t h a t  THOMPSON was t a l k i n g  t o  any
one e l s e  bes ide  t h e  company commander and t h e  colonel?  Were 
you ever  p r e s e n t  when he spoke wi th  anyone e l s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was. I d o n ' t  remember 
him t a l k i n g  t o  anyone e l s e .  

Q Like t h e  chapla in  o r  anyone? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

10: Concerning t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  17 th ,  a f t e r  
they  laagered i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai ( l ) ,i n  t h e  a r e a  known a s  
P i n k v i l l e ,  C Company headed south on the  western s i d e  
of the  r i v e r ;  and B/4/3 went down t h i s  b i t  of land  along 
t h e  c o a s t  down t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River. Did you par 
t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I know I flew t h e  next 
day, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember anything about t h e  operat ion,  

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can th ink  of t h a t  

might be h e l p f u l  t o  us. Do you have any documents, 

p i c t u r e s ,  l o g s ,  o r  anything t h a t  w i l l  provide us d a t a  t h a t  

would be h e l p f u l ?  


A.  No, sir.  I checked t o  s e e  i f  I wrote any l e t t e r s ,  
which 1 d i d n ' t .  I dol-1't have any maps of Vietnam, and I 
d i d n ' t  t ake  any p i c t u r e s .  

Q. Well, t h i s  a f te rnoon I am s u r e  we have given you 
some information above and beyond t h a t  which came o u t  i n  t h e  
I G  and t h e  C I D  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  And, P am s u r e  t h a t  some of 
these  th ings  w i l l  be s i n k i n g  back i n t o  your memory. You may 
r e c a l l  some of t h e  events  t h a t  have happened. I f  you do, I'd 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  con tac t  us ,  because we Id l i k e  t o  g e t  you back 
h e r e  t o  make t h i s  a  ma t t e r  of record.  A s  I say ,  we ' r e  going 

(MANSELL) 24 APP T-123 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  what happened t h a t  day,  bo th  from t h e  p o i n t  
~f view of what happened on t h e  ground and what i~appcned 
i n  t h e  a i r .  You have given us  some u s e f u l  in format ion ,  but 
I have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  r e c a l l i n g  t o t a l l y .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

8. So, w e ' r e  having a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  h e r e  because 
you ' r e  n o t  cor i t r ibu t ing  eve ry th ing  t h a t  I f e e l  could be 
con t r ibu ted .  So, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e a l l y  pu t  your " th ink 
ing cap" on and g e t  i n  touch wi th  us aga in ,  D o  you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  o r  anything f u r t h e r  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1715 hours ,  9 January 1 9 70. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MEGRATH, Alber t  B. SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Chu L a i ,  Republic of Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, B Company, 
123d Aviation Ba t t a l i on .  

1. PARTICIPATION I N  MY LA1 OPERATION. 

The wi tness  normally f lew as doorgunner f o r  M r .  STAMOS, 
bu t  could n o t  recall  i f  he f lew on 1 6  March (pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  
no t  remember f l y i n g  w i t h  Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON t o  LZ Dott ie  
on t h a t  day (pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  recall  f l y i n g  on a mission t o  
p o l i c e  up mortar rounds on H i l l  85 (pg. 4 ) .  The b a t t a l i o n ' s  
ground elements were p u t  i n ,  bu t  he d i d  no t  recollect i f  h i s  
sh ip  landed (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  remember where he f lew a f t e r  
they l e f t  H i l l  85 (pg. 5 ) .  

2 .  INFORMATION ABOUT MY LA1 OPERATION. 

H e  heard nothing about t he  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  of 
a  conf ron ta t ion  between a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and a ground 
commander (pg. 5 ) .  N o r  d id  he hear  anything about something 
unusual t ak ing  p lace  on 16 March (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  recall  
t he  company being gathered toge ther  by the  company commander 
and being advised t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being made 
(pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  being t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about t h e  
matter (pg. 5 ) .  H e  knew of no i l l - f e e l i n g s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  be- 
tween h i s  u n i t  and t h e  ground fo rces  (pg. 6 ) .  

3. KNOWLEDGE OF AWARD RECEIVED BY COLBURN. 

H e  r e c a l l e d  somehming about S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN rece iv ing  
an award f o r  e x t r a c t i n g  women and ch i ld ren  from a bunker on 
h i s  observat ion h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 7 ) .  
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he h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1330 h o u r s ,  2 January 
1970.)  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, and CDR DAVIS. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four A l b e r t  B .  MEGRATH. 

(SP4 MEGRATH w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

RCDR : Would you s t a t e  your name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. My f u l l  name is  A l b e r t  B .  MEGRATH. My rank i s  Spec
i a l i s t  Four,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number What was t h e  
r e s t ?  

Q Branch of  s e r v i c e ?  

Q. I Organiza t ion?  

A. B Company, 123d Avia t ion .  

Q. Where a r e  you s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. Chu L a i ,  B Company, 123d Av ia t ion .  

10: Before  w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' l l  inform 
you o f  a few t h i n g s .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have underway, 
S p e c i a l i s t  MEGRATH, was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  
Army and t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and cir
cumstances sur rounding  what i s  now known as t h e  My L a i  i n c i 
d e n t  of  16 March 1968. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  as i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  
I was d i r e c t e d  t o  determine:  

(1).t h e  adequacy of  any of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of  command, and 

( 2 )  a l s o  t o  determine i f  t h e r e  was any a t t empt  
t o  suppress  i n fo rma t ion  o r  w i thho ld  in fo rma t ion  concerning 
any i n c i d e n t  which may have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 
March 68. I n  o t h e r  words, w a s  t h e r e  any a t tempted  coverup 
by any persons  who may have been connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
o r  w i th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

You shou ld  know t h a t  I have a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  a l l  
of t h e  tes t imony which has  been t aken  i n  any p rev ious  i n v e s t i g a t ? o n s  
o r  any o t h e r  on-going i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  of t h i s  t ime .  Your 
tes t imony t h i s  a f t e rnoon  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  under o a t h .  A verba t im 
t r a n s c r i p t  i s  be ing  p repa red  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Also ,  a t a p e -
r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  
be ing  t aken  by t h e - r e p o r t e r .  
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The gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  form w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i s  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  p a r t s  
of t h e  r e p o r t  may i n  f a c t  become a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge 
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Aside from myself he re  t h i s  a f t e rnoon ,  I have on 
my r i g h t  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. H e ,  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army, has  volunteered  t o  s e r v e  
w i t h  m e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  any q u e s t i o n s  I may address  t o  you, h e ,  t o o ,  
may d i r e c t  some q u e s t i o n s  t o  y o u . '  

You a r e  ordered  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your test imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  any o t h e r  wi tnesses  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  it may be necessary  i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do 
s o  before  any competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  adminis
t r a t i v e  body. I t a k e  it, S p e c i a l i s t  MEGRATH, t h a t  you ' r e  n o t  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
cour t -mar t i a l  case  of United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley .  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I am. 

Q. I f  you were, I ' m  s u r e  you would know it. But I 
w i l l  say  i f  you do become involved i n  t h a t  o r  become s u b j e c t  
t o  t h a t  o r d e r ,  t h a t  your appearance here  would i n  no way change 
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  Before w e  pro
ceed,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  s ta tements?  

A.  No, s ir .  

.CDR : S p e c i a l i s t  MEGRATH, a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h i s  
board has  no informat ion  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you should be sus
pec ted  of any o f fense .  However, i f  i n  t h e  e v e n t  some i n f o r 
mation comes be fo re  us dur ing  t h e  course  of  your tes t imony,  
I ' l l  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  proceeding and advise  you of your r i g h t s  
i n  the mat ter .  Otherwise,  you do have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  ans
w e r  ques t ions .  

Q Would you t e l l  me what your duty assignment was on 
16 March 1968? 
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A. I was assigned as  a doorgunner t o  t h e  company, some
time approximately i n  t h e  f i r s t  week of March. 

Q Yes. And, you were assigned about 7 cr 8 March? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h e r e .  

Q. A s  t h e  doorgunner, and what w a s  your previous as 
signment? 

A. I was a per imeter  guard,  723d Maintenance. I had 
already been i n  country 4 months before  I became a door-

gunner. 


Q =  Afte r  you became a doorgunner, how long d i d  you 

s t a y  with t h e  aero-.scout company? 


A. U n t i l  t h e  14th of September. 

Q r  Did you accompany t h e  f l i g h t  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and t h e  

area of My Lai  (41 on t h e  16th  of March? , 


A. I d o n ' t  remember. I don I t know i f  I was f l y i n g  

t h a t  day o r  no t .  I t  would seem t h a t  i f  something l i k e  t h a t  

happened, I would remember it. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I flew 

t h a t  day o r  no t .  


Q- Did you have a p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you 

flew on a s  a doorgunner? 


A. Y e s .  

Q Who normally p i l o t e d  t h a t  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. We had one p i l o t  t h a t  reques ted  t o  f l y  on it more 

o f t en  than any o t h e r  sh ip .  That was a M r .  STAMOS. 


Q. Do you r e c a l l  having flown from here  on t h i s  par 
t i c u l a r  day and landing  a t  LZ ~ o t t i ewith Warrant O f f i c e r  

THOMPSON f l y i n g  t h e  one scou t  s h i p ,  and with a p a i r  of guns 

t o  support  him? 


.A. I know t h a t  t h e r e  was a couple of days t h a t  I 
flew on s l i c k s  when M r .  THOMPSON was f l y i n g  on t h e  "Skeeter" 
but I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  was one of t h e  days o r  no t .  
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Q Did you normally f l y  on t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A-. Y e s .  

Q You w e r e  w i th  t h e  ground element,  then .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A.  No, I f lew gunner on t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q I ' m  r e f e r r r i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e  s l i c k s  w e r e  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  l i f t e d  t h e  ground c r e w  ou t .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  t ime t h a t  i n  f l y i n g  a s  
doorgunner wi th  t h e  s l i c k s  t h a t  your a i r c r a f t  a s s i s t e d  i n  
moving t h e  ground p la toon  t o  t h e  t o p  of H i l l  8 5 ,  o r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y ,  t o  pick up some mortar  rounds? 

A .  Some mortar  rounds--I remember something about  t h a t .  
Some were found on t h e  h i l l .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  my s h i p  
landed o r  no t .  I remember f l y i n g  t h a t  day though. 

Q This  was t o  t h e  h i l l .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  opera 
t i o n  going on t o  t h e  no r th  of t h a t ?  

A. The only t h i n g  I remember about mortar  rounds 
t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  I remember t h a t  w e  pu t  our  own g r u n t s  
down, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember about an ope ra t ion .  

Q. Would you r e p e a t  t h a t  s ta tement?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e  r e p o r t e r  go t  t h a t .  You pu t  your own what down? 

A. Our own g run t s .  


Q For t h e  r eco rd ,  t h a t  i s  ground elements .  


A .  Okay. 


Q Do you know what they d i d  on t h e  ground? 


A. A s  f a r  a s  I remember, they j u s t  went down t o  p o l i c e  
up t h e  rounds and w e  l e f t  t h e  a r e a .  
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Q And where d i d  you go a f t e r  you depar ted  from t h e  t o p  
of H i l l  85? Do you r e c a l l  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  we went t h e r e .  I donft 
even remember f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  my s h i p  was t h e  one t h a t  
picked them up because we flew with t h r e e  s h i p s .  I j u s t  re 
member we picked up some mortar rounds t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember 
for s u r e  i f  we were t h e  ones t h a t  got  them. I t h i n k  we were,  

tI d o n ' t  know. From t h e r e ,  i f  we would have, I don I know i f  
we would have gone back t o  Dot t i e  o r  n o t .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q* When you were i n  t h e  a r e a  of D o t t i e ,  d i d  you h e a r  
any d i scuss ion  concerning t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was going on t h a t  
day, about women and ch i ld ren  being k i l l e d ,  and a confronta
t i o n  between one of t h e  members of your u n i t  wi th  t h e  ground 
element ou t s ide  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d i d n ' t .  Something l i k e  t h a t ,  I 
know I would have remembered b u t  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  having 
heard anything about t h a t .  

Q A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN? 

A. Yes, I knew him. 

Q. Do you know with whom he  normally flew? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he a c t u a l l y  flew with any one per
son more o f t e n  than  he d i d  another .  

Are you f a m i l i a r  with a S p e c i a l i s t  Five ANDREOTTA? 
*I 

A .  I knew him s l i g h t l y ,  bu t  he was k i l l e d  before  I got
t o  know him very w e l l .  

Q. Did you hear  any t a l k  a t  a l l  around D o t t i e  about 
anything unusual t h a t  was t ak ing  p lace  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember having heard anything. 

Q. Subsequent t o  t h e  opera t ion  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day 
o r  any time t h e r e a f t e r ,  were you p r e s e n t  when members of t h e  
u n i t  were assembled by t h e  company commander and advised 
t h a t  t h i s  mat ter  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e r e  
shou ldn ' t  be any loose  t a l k  o r  rumors spread around t h e  com
pany? 

A .  No, I s u r e  d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q Well, now, you f e l l ows  i n  a f l i g h t  detachment,  
t h e r e  a r e  always a g r e a t  number of  you s i t t i n g  around 
i n  t h e  evening,  perhaps d r i n k i n g  a b e e r  o r  7-Up o r  Peps i  
Cola o r  something of t h a t  n a t u r e  and t a l k i n g  ove r  t h e  
even t s  of  t h e  day. Did you e v e r  hea r  anyth ing  t h a t  may 
have happened down t h e r e ,  some rumors be ing  passed  i n  
t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  of  any ill f e e l i n g s  t h a t  
might have e x i s t e d  between a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  and any p a r t i 
c u l a r  ground u n i t ?  

A. No. The on ly  one t h a t  I can remember having 
worked w i t h ,  s i r ,  i s  l i k e  t h e  t i m e  I worked w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade. I t h i n k  we a l l  g o t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  them. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember, S p e c i a l i s t  MEGRATH, a month 
o r  2 months a f t e r  March 1968, an award be ing  made t o  Spec i a l 
i st COLBURN? . . 

A. I remember he g o t  one award a t  one t i m e .  I 
t h i n k  it:was a Bronze S t a r  for--I 'm n o t  s u r e  what it was 
f o r  I 'm n o t  even s u r e  what t ime of t h e  y e a r  it w a s .  I 
remember he  g o t  a Bronze S t a r .  I t h i n k  it w a s  a Bronze 
S t a r  f o r  something b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what i s  w a s  f o r .  

Q Do you remember ANDREOTTA's r e c e i v i n g  some
t h i n g  posthumously ? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I remember he g o t  posthumously 
w a s  a p u r p l e  Hear t .  

Q Would it r e f r e s h  your  memory i f  I were t o  t e l l  
you t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN w a s  p r e sen ted  an award, n o t  
t h e  Bronze S t a r ,  on 14 May? 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  We d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have 
t h a t  many awards. I t ' s  been q u i t e  a wh i l e  and I r e a l l y  
c o u l d n ' t  say.  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  when it w a s .  
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Q *  I t ' s  ou r  in format ion  t h a t  it was awarded 
t o  him a t  an award ceremony on t h e  1 4 t h  of May o r  
t he reabou t s  and t h a t  it was f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  conduct  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your  mempry 
i n  any r e s p e c t  from what you hea rd  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  
t ime of t h e  award o r  e a r l i e r ,  what he  had done t o  
m e r i t  t h i s  award? I t  seems t o  be  t h e  k i n d  of t h i n g  
t h a t  you might t a l k  about .  

A .  I remember something. I d o n ' t  know if it 
was t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  award b u t  I remember something t h a t  
he go t .  I t h i n k  it was him. I t  may have been someone 
else, too .  I t h i n k  t h a t  he  g o t  some women o r  some k i d s .  
I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  which it was. They w e r e  i n  
a bunker o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I don ' t remember i f  
t h e r e  was j u s t  one,  I know he  pu t  them on t h e  "Skee t e r "  
w i t h  him. I t  was an obse rva t ion  h e l i c o p t e r  and they  moved 
them o u t  of  t h e  way. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  was him. 
I might be  mixing him up wi th  someone e l s e .  

Q You're t h i n k i n g  about  t h e  occas ion  we ' r e  t h ink 
i n g  abou t ,  and I ' m  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  anyth ing  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l  t h a t  may have been s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  about  what 
h e  had done. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  occur red  on a day t h a t  
you were f l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  same team? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I w a s  f l y i n g  t h a t  day o r  
no t .  And I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t  was r ead  i n  t h e  award 
assembly o r  i f  t h a t  was something t h a t  I had hea rd  
l a t e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you 
f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q- That  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  s t i m u l a t e  your  memory 
about anyth ing  t h a t  you may have heard?  

A .  Not r e a l l y ,  j u s t  one. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  h e  
was t h e  one t h a t  I was t h i n k i n g  about .  

Q. It i s  a very good d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  what he 
rec ieved .  I have no th ing  more. 
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I0 : What I'm f r a n k l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S p e c i a l i s t  
MEGRATH, i s  whether t h e r e  were any rumors, informat ion ,  
o r  d iscuss ion  around t h e  company a f t e r  t h a t  concerning 
afiything which may have taken p lace  o r  where t h e r e  may 
have been any c o n f l i c t  wi th  t h e  ground element o r  any
t h ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  having heard anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Well, I th ink  we  can te rminate  t h i s .  I would 
s a y  t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  put  toge the r  everyth ing  t h a t  
d i d  t r a n s p i r e  h e r e ,  S p e c i a l i s t  MEGRATH, and a l s o  t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  reviews of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
and any p o s s i b l e  a t tempts  t o  suppress  information concern
i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Now, we've given you some c lues  and 
some information which you probably have not  thought about 
f o r  some time. This may cause some o t h e r  f a c t s  t o  come t o  
mind. We a r e  going t o  be he re  a couple of days longer  and 
i f  any of these  th ings  do come t o  mind I ' d  apprec ia te  it 
very  much i f  you would g e t  i n  touch with us  s o  t h a t  you 
could come over  and t e l l  us what took place.  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1415 hours ,  2 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 

WITNESS: MILLIANS, Don R., CW2 
 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 December 1969 
 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 
 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 
 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 123d Aviation Battalion, 
 
B Company, Chu Lai, South Vietnam 
 

1. GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF MILLIANS DURING THE 16TH. 
 

MILLIANS was on station over My Lai twice during the 
 
16th. He originally flew in at the end of the artillery 
 
prep as low gunship commander and stayed until approximately 
 
0915 (pg. 12). He returned to station again at approximately 
 
1030 and married up with WO THOMPSON who was flying the 
 
H-23 (pgs. 16, 17). The only VC he saw all day was a male 
 
with web gear and a weapon whom he took under fire (pgs. 7, 
 
9, 13, 27a). 
 , 

2. OBSERVATIONS OF NONCOMBATANT BODIES MADE BY MILLIANS 
 
DURING THE 16TH. 
 

a. Actions of the gunship which MILLIANS observed 
 
firing into a ditch south of Highway 521. 
 

At about 0815 (pg. ~~),'MILLIANS
observed a gun- 
ship which he believed belonged to the 176th helicopter 
company (pg. 3 7 ) ,  firing into a tree-lined drainage ditch 
south of Highway 521 near its point of intersection with 
the win road out of the village (pg. 10). What made this 
stand out in MILLIANS' mind was the fact that the gunship 
was hovering about the area at a rather high altitude, thus 
riaking crashing or being shot down (pg. 38). MILLIANS saw 
the gunship firing straight down (pg. 11) into the treeline 
(pg. 36). MILLIANS overflew the area into which the gunship 
had been firing and saw at least one body (pgs. 37, 38). He 
could not say whether the body was a VC or noncombatant (pg. 
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b.  Actions of t h e  Negro Sergeant MILLIANS observed 
f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  sou theas t  of t h e  u i l l a g e .  

Some time a f t e r  1030 (pgs. 16,  25) from a d i s t a n c e  
of about 75 t o  1 0 0  meters and a t  an a l t i t u d e  of 50 t o  75 
f e e t  (pg. 3 5 ) ,  MILLIANS observed a Negro se rgean t  f i r i n g  i n t o  
a drainage d i t c h  (pg. 24) .  which contained from 50 t o  75 
bodies (pg. 25) .  The Sergeant  had an M-16 which MILLIANS 
knew he f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  because he s a w  a round impact 
i n t o  t h e  head of one of t h e  bodies t h e r e  (pg. 24) .  A t  t h e  
time of t h i s  observa t ion ,  MILLIANS was making a r i g h t  t u r n  
and looking over h i s  l e f t  shoulder through t h e  cargo door,  
(pgs. 49, 5 1 ) .  The d i t c h  i t s e l f  was about 100 f e e t  long 
and ran  north-south o f f  t h e  main highway approximately 
150 t o  200 meters t o  t h e  sou theas t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 17 ) .  
I t  was t h e  same d i t c h  from which THOMPSON l a t e r  t o l d  MILLIANS 
he pu l led  a smal l  c h i l d  (pg. 25) .  

c .  Actions of THOMPSON a t  t i m e  of conf ron ta t ion  w i t h  
American t roops  and t h e  subsequent e x t r a c t i o n  of c i v i l i a n s  
bv MILLIANS. 

Some time a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  i n c i d e n t ,  THOMPSON 
landed t o  check o u t  an o ld  man i n  a bunker (pg. 2 0 ) .  This 
was about 800 meters t o  t h e  sou theas t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 3 ) .  
A t  t h i s  t ime,  American t roops  were approaching t h e  a r ea  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  MILLIANS thought THOMPSON spoke w i t h  t h e  t roops  b u t  
he was no t  s u r e  (pg. 20).  Nei ther  w a s  MILLIANS s u r e  whether 
o r  not  THOMPSON gave s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  "keep him 
covered" (pgs.  21, 22) .  THOMPSON made con tac t  wi th  MILLIANS 
whom he asked t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  women and ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  bunker 
(pg. 2 1 ) .  MILLIANS c a r r i e d  these  people o u t  i n  two t r i p s  
(pg. 22) 

d. THOMPSON'Sobservat ion of o t h e r  noncombatant 
bodies dur ing  t h e  16th.  

MILLIANS was s u r e  t h a t  he saw between 75 and 100 
noncombatants dead i n  My Lai on t h e  16th  (pg. 51 ) .  H e  had 
a good opportuni ty  t o  observe as he and h i s  co -p i lo t  a l t e r n a t e d  
t h e  f l y i n g  (pg. 28 ) .  Aside from t h e  50 t o  75 bodies he  s a w  
i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  he saw bodies of noncombatants i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and along t h e  main t r a i l  running sou th  (pg. 27) .  H e  
saw a p i l e  of t e n  bodies  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l  
and another  p i l e  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  
s e v e r a l  bodies  s c a t t e r e d  i n  between (pg. 27) .  There was 
another  p i l e  i n  t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 27a).  
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In f r o n t  of a hootch i n  t he  sou theas t  s e c t i o n  of t he  
v i l l a g e ,  he saw a dead woman and baby who appeared t o  
have been k i l l e d  by gunshot wounds i n  t h e  head (pg. 28 ) .  
I n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  MILLIANS saw approximately t en  
bodies (pg. 2 8 ) .  He a l s o  saw s e v e r a l  f i r e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
expec i a l l y  i n  t h e  nor thern s e c t i o n  (pg. 29 ) .  

e. MILLIANS at tempts  t o  s t o p  unnecessary k i l l i n q  
of c i v i l i a n s .  

H e  could no t  r e c a l l  who h i s  co -p i lo t  was b u t  he d i d  
remember t h a t  they wished they had a camera t o  t ake  p i c t u r e s  
of what they saw (pg. 32) .  On s e v e r a l  occasions dur ing the  
day, he d i r e c t e d  h i s  h igh s h i p  t o  communicate with t he  
ground and o b j e c t  t o  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 33) .  S ince  t h e  high s h i p  had t h e  only r a d i o  t h a t  
could communicate wi th  t h e  ground; MILLIANS d i d  no t  know 
i f  t h i s  was t ransmi t ted  (pg. 34) . 
3 .  REPORTS MADE BY HELICOPTER PILOTS AFTER INCIDENT.  

While MILLIANS could r e c a l l  THOMPSON s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  
planned t o  r e p o r t  what he had seen (pg. 40 ) ,  MILLIANS d i d  
not  be l i eve  he went wi th  THOMPSON (pgs. 39, 42) ;  nor d i d  
he know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  THOMPSON d i d  r e p o r t  it (pg. 4 0 ) .  
Although he is s u r e  he spoke of t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  someone, 
he could no t  remember t o  whom he spoke (pg. 4 1 ) .  
remember going t o  t h e  chaplain  about it (pg. 4 1 )  . 
not  recall w r i t i n g  t o  anyone about it (pg. 4 4 ) .  

He d i d  no t  
He d i d  

4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

MILLIANS was no t  informed of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
i nc iden t  by anyone from Task Force Barker (pg. 4 3 ) ,  o r  by 
h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  (pg. 43) .  He was never questioned 
about the i n c i d e n t  and never made a sworn s ta tement  under 
oath (pg. 42) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. MILLIANS r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  names of o t h e r  persons 
tak ing  p a r t  i n  t h e  a i r  opera t ion  over My Lai on t h e  16th .  

MILLIANS could no t  remember who h i s  co -p i lo t  was 
(pgs. 32, 4 6 ) ,  although it was no t  M r .  BROWN o r  M r .  PETIT 
(PQ. 47) . H e  d i d  no t  remember who h i s  doorgunners 
were (pg. 49). . THOMPSON w a s  t h e  only H-23 p i l o t  t h a t  
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MILLIANS worked with on the 16th (pg. 41) . He did not 
recall if Captain LIVINGSTONE was flying there that 
day (pg. 4 6 ) .  

b. MILLIANS attitude toward landing a helicopter during 
 
a combat assault. 
 

MILLIANS did not know whether or not it was normal 
to land a helicopter during a combat operation (pg. 21). 
At times, however, THOMPSON would land when they noticed 
somethinq from the air which they could not analyze (pg. 20). 
He did not recall if this landing was reported to the TOC 
or whether or not such a report was habitually made (pg. 50). 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 
I-- ; w i t n e s s  c o u l d  n o t  1 
? Photo  o f  - a r e a  fromd r a i n a g e  d i t c h  i d e n t i f y  

photo.  
17

I-

Witness  c o u l d  n o t  I 
? photo  o f  d r a i n a g e  d i t c h  i d e n t i f y  a r e a  from 

photos 
18  

Witness  q u e s t i o n e d  
f r o m l o s .  10 

IAdded t o  r eco rd .  1 9 ,  56 
Witness  asked  t o  

I S 1  s k e t c h  v e r i f y  f a c t  t h a t  
h e  had made t h e  
s k e t c h .  Added t o  
r e c o r d .  

30 ,  56 
Ske tch  e n t e r e d  

MILLIANS1 s k e t c h  	  i n t o  r e c o r d <  56 
Photo  d i d  n o t  
r e p r e s e n t  what I 
w i t n e s s  s a w r  

1 36 

1 	 
Photo  d i d  n o t  1 

P-41 Photograph 	  r e p r e s e n t  what 
w i t n e s s  saw* 

1 36 
Witness  ques t ioned1 

P-48 Obl ique  Photo 	  from photo ;  W i t  1 5 , 6 ,  
marked p l a c e s  where 9 , 2 6 ,  
h e  saw f i res ;  27 ,30 ,  
Added t o  r e c o r d .  56 

S-1  W i t  t e s t imony  t o  C I D  r e c o r d  .. 
Stmt  ok CPT LIVINGSTONE 

S-2 t o  C I D  r e c o r d  f 48 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1601 hours ,  11 December 
1969.) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL W I L S O N ,  COL FRANKLIN, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  witness  i s  CW2 Dan R,  MILLIANS. 

(CW2 MILLIANS , U . S .  Army, Primary 
Hel icopter  School, For t  Wolters, Texas, was c a l l e d  as  a  w i t 
ness ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

I0: How do you pronounce your name? 

MILLIANS, s ir ,  
# 

Not MILLEAN? 

A. No; sir. 

Q M r .  MILLIANS, before  we proceed w i t h  any ques t ions  
I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t he  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f indings  
and recommendations concerning two mat ters  : 

(1) the  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(2)  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is not  being conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of the  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 
happened a t  My La i ,  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any 
ques t ion  concerning those two po in t s  I have j u s t  covered? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
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p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i n c l u d i n g  your s t a t e 
ment, 

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under oa th .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  is 
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im no te s  be ing  taken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  re
p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t i 
mony, o r  a t  l e a s t  some p a r t s  of it, w i l l  become a matter 
o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There are s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
ask you q u e s t i o n s .  The i n d i v i d u a l s  on my r i g h t ,  M r .  WEST, 
Colonel  MILLER, Colonel  WILSON, and Colonel  FRANKLIN are a l l  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army o r  a r e  on t h e  Army Civi-  
l i a n  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  and they  are s e r v i n g  as  my a s s i s t a n t s  and 
a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  i n  my b e h a l f .  On my l e f t  i s  
M r .  MACCRATE and on your l e f t  is M r .  WALSH. They have been 
des igna t ed  and have vo lun tee red  t o  s e rve  a s  l e g a l  counse l  t o  
m e  and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team. They, t o o ,  
a r e  au tho r i zed  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  of you. However, I have 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  
f i n d i n g s  and recommendation. 

You are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t he  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty  o r  as  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you are cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you are 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  
your appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
and e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t o  ask of me  o r  con
c e r n i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I have j u s t  g iven you? 

A.  No, sir. 

10: Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 

(MILLIANS) 2 APP T-16 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


I 0: M r .  MILLIANS, what w a s  your  du ty  assignment on 

t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 


A. I w a s  an a i r c r a f t  commander on a UH-1B gunship,  
sir. 

Q And what u n i t ?  

A. 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  B Company, Chu L a i ,  
South Vietnam. 

Q. How long  had you been wi th  t h e  u n i t ?  

A .  Since  t h e  y e a r  it was formed, sir.  I don 't know 
e x a c t l y  when it w a s .  I was w i t h  Task Force Oregon of t he  
Americal D iv i s ion  when they changed over  t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion.  

Q. How long  have you been f l y i n g  i n  t h a t  a r ea?  

A. S ince  March, around A p r i l  o r  May of  1968, s ir ,  
t h e  a r e a  around Chu La i  . 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  1967. 

Q *  Had you flown elsewhere  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam i n  Q u i  Nhon i n  
March of  1967, and t hen  w e  moved t o  Chu L a i  i n  A p r i l  o r  May 
of 1967. 

Q. You w e r e  i n i t i a l l y  a s s igned  t o  one of t h o s e  
h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s  o u t s i d e  of Q u i  Nhon and then  moved? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The 1 6 1 s t  viat ti on Company, and we 
moved t o  Chu L a i  and became Task Force  Oregon and l a te r  
t h e  Americal Div is ion .  

Q. So you were n o t  new t o  t h i s  a r e a  and t h e  t ype  
of o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A ,  No, s ir .  

Q- What type of a i r c r a f t  d i d  you normally f l y ?  

A.  The U H - l B ,  s i r .  I flew UH-1  Del ta  models f o r  9 
months, I b e l i e v e  it was ; U H - 1 B ' s  f o r  6 months. 

Q 
nam? 

HOW long a f t e r  March d id  you remain i n  South V i e t -

A .  T i l l  June 1968, s i r ,  

Q . U n t i l  June 05 1968. M r .  MILLIANS, s i n c e  t h i s  Ply 
Lai  i n c i d e n t  has  been c a l l e d  t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  
wi th in  the  p a s t  2 t o  3 months, have you d iscussed  t h i s  mat ter  
with any of the  people a s soc ia ted  with the  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  I haven ' t .  

Q- You have n o t  had conversat ions with any former 
members of your u n i t ?  

A. Well, CW2 THOMPSON c a l l e d  me a t  For t  Wolters t h i s  
summer, I d o n ' t  know t h e  d a t e ,  and asked me i f  I had flown 
t h a t  day, and I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I had. Sometime t h i s  summer 
I was c a l l e d ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of the  d a t e ,  from Washington t o  
d iscuss  it wi th  Colonel WILSON. 

Q - Did you have conversat ions w i t h  any o t h e r  indiv id 
ua l s  o r  d i d  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  seek information from you? 

A. No, sir. The only people t h a t  I can th ink  of t h a t  
were t h e r e  was THOMPSON and myself. We t a l k e d  t h a t  day on 
the  phone from Colonel WILSON'S  o f f i c e ,  t h e  I G ' s  o f f  i c e .  

Q o What was t h e  g i s t  of your conversat ion with M r .  
THOMPSON? 

A. He j u s t  asked me i f  I was t h e r e  t h a t  day and I 
t o l d  him t h a t  I was. He t o l d  me t h a t  I could expect  t o  be 
c a l l e d  t o  Washington t o  t e s t i f y .  

Q - Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  combat opera t ion  i n  t h e  
a r e a  genera l ly  known a s  Son My on the  16th  of March, 1968? 

A. Yes, sir. I d id .  
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Q - Would you r ecoun t  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  as you
r e c a l l  them from t h e  t i m e  you depa r t ed  Chu L a i  throughout  
the  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e  l e f t  Chu L a i  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, I 'm n o t  
s u r e  of t h e  d a t e  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
if w e  went t o  D o t t i e  and g o t  a b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  o r  were b r i e f e d  
i n  Chu La i  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I was f l y 
i n g  wi th  Major WATKE t h a t  morning and we were on s t a t i o n - 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Which s h i p  would t h a t  have been? 

A. W e  were i n  t h e  middle,  t h e  second s h i p ,  t h e  low 
gunship. 

Q - Commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  low gun? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Right behind t h e  2 3 .  W e  had t h e  a r e a  
sou th  of t h e  -7i l lage t o  p a t r o l ,  I b e l i e v e  we w e r e  between 
t h e  low t r a i l  and over  t h e  t o p  of H i l l  85 ,  p a t r o l l i n g  genera l 
l y  east and w e s t  a t  low l e v e l  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q What t ime d i d  you a r r i v e  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  t i m e ,  sir. I t  seems l i k e  it 
w a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. Were you on s t a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  
was f i r e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
w a s  going i n  when we a r r i v e d ,  sir .  I t  w a s  supposed t o  be 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s h u t o f f  and everybody h i t  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

Q. I have h e r e  an a e r i a l  photo o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
of  My L a i  ( 4 )  . (Witness i s  handed a e r i a l  photograph which, 
a s  marked by w i t n e s s ,  is  l a t e r  r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  a s  
E x h i b i t  P-48.) North is o r i e n t e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  t o p .  

You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was j u s t  f i n i s h i n g .  Do you remember 
where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  was loca t ed?  
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A .  A s  I remember it, s i r ,  it was nor th  of the 
v i l l a g e .  I t  seemed l i k e  it w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  the  map). 

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. Yes, s i r .  The only r e c o l l e c t i o n  I have of an 
a r t i l l e r y  prep was nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  seemed l i k e  
they had more than  one LZ . A s  I remember, they had one 
t o  the  north t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  of and I d o n ' t  know where t h e  
o the r s  were. 

Q - Where were you f l y i n g  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. We were p a t r o l l i n g  genera l ly  e a s t  and w e s t  a
long the  road between t h e  h i l l  and the  road. We were t o  
pick up anyone moving ou t  of the v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south .  
The s l i c k s  came i n  t o  t h e  north as  I r e c a l l ,  and they had 
one s e t  of guns on each s i d e  of them, t h r e e  f i r e  teams 
t o t a l  t h a t  day. 

9 Would you pu t  on the  l o c a t i o n  where you t h i n k  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was f i r e d ?  Make a c i r c l e  around t h e  
appropr ia t e  mark t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s i z e  of it. 

A.  I t  was roughly t h i s  a rea ,  s ir .  

Q Would you s o  i d e n t i f y  it by w r i t i n g  " a r t i l l e r y  
prep" on i t ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Would you a l s o  i n d i c a t e - - l e t  me rephrase  t h a t .  
A f t e r  the a r t i l l e r y  prep l i f t e d ,  what happened next?  

A. The s l i c k s  came i n ,  s i r ,  and depos i ted  t h e  t roops .  
The gunships prepped t h e  LZ be fo re  they landed and t h e  s l i c k s  
landed, depos i ted  t h e  t roops ,  and took o f f .  

Q- Would you s o  mark it and i d e n t i f y  it as  t h e  LZ? 

(The wi tness  d i d  as  d i r e c t e d . )  

M r .  MILLIANS,  when you were f l y i n g  down t h e r e ,  
along and around H i l l  85 and along t h e  road,  were you watch
i n g  a l l  of t h i s  o r  was t h i s  j u s t  out  of t h e  corner  of your 
eye ? 
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A. No, s ir .  I wasn ' t  watching it. I would say  
more o r  less o u t  of t h e  corner  of my eye.  

Q *  I say t h i s  because we have had a l i t t l e  d i f 
f e rence  i n  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  LZ and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  
b u t  a t  no t i m e  have we eve r  had it on t h e  no r th  o r  nor th-  
e a s t  s i d e .  Could t h e  a r t i l l e r y  preps  have been i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and t h e  LZ I s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. They could have very w e l l  been. I ' m  n o t  r e a l 
l y  s u r e  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  LZ was. I remember 
they landed nor th .  I saw a  few p r o j e c t i l e s .  

Q. You d e f i n i t e l y  saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  though? 

A. A few rounds impact ing,  sir.  I would have t o  
guess t h a t  they  went i n  no r th .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q- Proceed' w i th  your s t o r y ,  a s  t o  what you d id .  

A .  S i r ,  t h e  s l i c k s  came i n  and w e  w e r e  j u s t  t o  t h e  
south  h e r e ,  and of course  l i k e  any o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t  
t h e r e  was a  mass exodus o u t  of t h e  town. People were mov- 
i n g  o f f  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  We took one i n d i v i d u a l  under 
f i r e  on t h e  no r th  s lope  of H i l l  85. That was t h e  only 
person w e  f i r e d  on t h a t  day. 

Q =  About how long a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  d i d  t h a t  
happen? 

A .  A s  I r e c a l l  it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  p rep ,  sir.  
J u s t  a  ma t t e r  of minutes.  The i n d i v i d u a l  was going south  
t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  and he got  i n t o  some hedgerows 
and we  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  him. T h a t ' s  t h e  only i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
we took under f i r e .  The o t h e r  gunships w e r e  o r b i t i n g  north-  
south ,  one on each s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- The  o t h e r  gunships.  A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
gunships t h a t  e s c o r t e d  t h e  a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  These were two f i r e  teams. 

Q- Two f i r e  teams. Were t h e s e  gunships known by 
c a l l  s i g n s  as t h e  Sharks? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e  of t h e  company they  w e r e  from. 
It was e i t h e r  t h e  176th  o r  t h e  174 th ,  t h e  Sharks ,and t h e  
Muskets. But I am n o t  s u r e .  
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Q - A f t e r  you took t h i s  man under f i r e  on t h e  north 
e r n  s lopes  of H i l l  85, what happened then? 

A. We f i r s t  took him under f i r e  with the  door guns, 
and then I be l i eve  we put  some rockets  i n  on him, b u t  w e  
d i d n ' t  know our  r e s u l t s .  There was s t i l l  a mass exodus ou t  
of t h e  town. 

Q - Where d i d  these  people come from? Where d i d  
they ga the r  and what d i d  they do? 

A, They were j u s t  coming ou t  of t h e  town, sir. A 
l o t  of them were coming south and then h i t  t h e  main road 
and headed southwest toward Quang Ngai. 

Q - How many people would you say t h a t  you s a w  come 
t o  t h e  road and were moving t o  t h e  southwest? 

A, Probably 200 t o  400.  

Q - Q u i t e  a l a r g e  body? 

A. Q u i t e  a few people,  yes .  They continued t o  move 
out  a l l  day. I c a n ' t  remember the  time frame o r  anything 
bu t  while  we were s t i l l  moving along the  road here e a s t  and 
west t h e r e  was a Musket, a 176th gunship, hovering above t h e  
t r e e s  along t h e  road,  and he was f i r i n g  down along s i d e  t h e  
road. 

Q- Not on the  road bu t  along s i d e  t h e  road? 

A, It seemed l i k e  it was on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  
road, sir. 

Q What w a s  he f i r i n g  a t ?  D o  you know? 

A, W e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  a t  t h e  t ime, sir. 

Q - Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where--let m e  
rephrase t h a t ,  Would you mark with a f i g u r e ,  a number, 
the  approximate l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you s p o t t e d  t h e  one indiv id 
u a l  t h a t  you took under f i r e  f i r s t .  
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(The wi tness  d id  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

This  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  (po in t ing  t o  map). This 
i s  H i l l  85, and you n o t i c e  t h e  contour coming down, one of 
t h e  f a i r l y  low contours .  One inch on t h i s  a r e a  photo,  in 
c i d e n t a l l y ,  M r .  MILLIANS, r ep resen t s  about 100 meters.  

A. I was looking f o r  a main t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A s  
I remembered, it should have come out  of t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I t  seemed l i k e  it had t r e e s  around it o r  s c a t t e r e d  
t r e e s .  

Q- Could it have been over here  (po in t ing  t o  map)? 

A. From t h i s  it would look more l i k e  t h i s  one. This  
one doesn ' t  run a l l  t h e  way through t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  it could be t h a t .  Could I look a t  a 1:50 map, s i r ?  
Is t h i s  t h e  same t r a i l  r i g h t  h e r e ,  sir.  

Q Tha t ' s  t h i s  t r a i l .  See r i g h t  here .  Look a t  t h i s  
one ( r e f e r r i n g  wi tness  t o  Exhib i t  MAP-5). You can s e e  it 
very p l a i n l y  (po in t ing  and s tudying t h e  map). See t h i s  
t r a i l  coming across  t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  e a s t  
and west ,  coming down he re  t o  t h i s  road junct ion  r i g h t  
here.  You see?  Now, i f  you a l s o  look he re  t o  o r i e n t  you, 
you look i n  t h i s  corner  r i g h t  here .  This i s  t h i s  po in t .  
Right i n  he re  i s  t h e  o l d  pagoda. Does t h a t  h e l p  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I d o n t t  i n t i m a t e  t h a t  I want you t o  i n d i c a t e  with 
i n  LO meters of what you were shoot ing  a t .  I want you t o  
give t h e  genera l  l o c a t i o n  so  t h a t  we can follow t h e  sequence 
of events .  

A .  Roughly r i g h t  around h e r e ,  sir.  

Q. J u s t  put  a number 1 t h e r e  and mark it i d e n t i f i e d  
as one VC w i t h  weapon. 

A .  Yes, sir.  I be l i eve  he had a weapon. I ' m  su re  
he had web gear  on. 
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  The log ,  M r .  MILLIANS, would i n d i 
c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep--I w i l l  show you t h e  log-- le t  
me rephrase t h a t .  For information purposes and a l s o  t o  re 
f r e s h  your memory, he re  i s  t h e  e n t r y  i n  t h e  l o g  of t h e  
America1 Divis ion t h a t  g ives  t h e  d a t e  on t h e  two l i f t s  of  
c/1/20 i n t o  t h e  My L a i  area.  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it ind i 
c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  one was on t h e  ground a t  7:30 and t h e  
second l i f t  was completed a t  7:45. It touched t h e  ground 
a t  7 ~ 4 7 .  The opera t ion  was completed g e t t i n g  u n i t s  on t h e  
ground by 7 ~ 5 0 .  Now, I c i t e  t h a t  as  a re ference  p o i n t  o f  
time f o r  you, g iv ing  an approximate time t h a t  t h e s e  events  
took p lace .  Would you t h e r e f o r e  i n d i c a t e  about t h e  time 
t h a t  you picked t h i s  ind iv idua l  up t o  t h e  south and f i r e d  
a t  him? 

A. Roughly 0800. 

Q. What was the  next  t h i n g  t h a t  you saw? We were 
coming t o  a p o i n t  where one of t h e  gunships t h a t  w e r e  es
c o r t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  w a s  f i r i n g  a t  something south  o f  High
way 521. Would you mark t h e r e  with a f i g u r e  2 about where 
you saw t h e  gunship make t h e  run and t h e  d i r e c t i o n  h e  was 
making t h e  run? 

A.  I t  wasn ' t  a run, sir. That ' s  how I can remember 
it, because he  was hovering over  t h e  t r e e s .  That ' s  some
t h i n g  a gunship seldom does,  never does,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  on
l y  reason t h a t  I can remember it. He was f l y i n g  south of 
t h e  road, approximately 10 o r  15 meters ,  and he  was e a s t  
of t h e  road junct ion t h a t  I rernen-bered going s t r a i g h t  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and i n t e r s e c t i n g  t h e  main road a t  a 90-degree 
angle.  I t  must have been t h i s  one (poin t ing  t o  t h e  map) . 
Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  main road o u t  of the v i l l a g e .  
~t had s e v e r a l  houses along s i d e  of it, i f  you can r e c a l l ,  
and i t ' s  r a t h e r  a heavy road, almost l i k e  521 i t s e l f .  

A .  I would es t ima te  t h a t  he w a s  f i r i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  he re  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  map). 

Q Any p a r t i c u l a r  d i r e c t i o n  of h i s  f i r e ?  

A. South. 
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Q F i r i n g  t o  t h e  south? ' 

A. Yes, sir.  He was r i g h t  over  t h e  t o p  of it 
f i r i n g  s t r a i g h t  down. He was fac ing  genera l ly  south.  

Q - Was he f i r i n g  a t  something on t h e  road? 

A. J u s t  south of t h e  road,  approximately 10 meters 
south of t h e  road. 

Q - Were you ever  a b l e  t o  s e e  what he was f i r i n g  a t ?  

A.  Late r  on i n  t h e  day, s i r ,  we covered t h e  e n t i r e  
a rea .  The whole v i l l a g e ,  n o r t h ,  sou th ,  e a s t ,  and west .  There 
were a few people h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know what they were. 

Q. A few people o r  bodies? 

A. Bodies, s i r .  I n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  map) . 
Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  what t h a t  i s ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  on map. ) 


Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  t ime? 


A. Roughly, 0810 t o  0815. 

Q. While you a r e  on t h i s  p o i n t  would you i n d i c a t e  
t h e  approximate p laces  where, o r  draw an arrow t o  t h e  s i t e  
where you s a i d  t h e r e  were bodies  and approximately how many? 

A. A s  I remember, s i r ,  t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e  and 
another  t r e e  l i n e  coming i n  from t h e  south .  Kind of a d i t c h  
o r  some kind of a drainage d i t c h  i n  t h a t  t r e e  l i n e .  The 
f o l i a g e  w a s  kind of heavy i n  t h e r e .  I t  was r a t h e r  over 
grown. I would say t h a t  one w a s  l y i n g  i n  t h i s  drainage 
d i t c h  he re .  I th ink  it w a s  j u s t  one,  s i r .  

Q - Was it a VC o r  a noncombatant? Could you t e l l ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  s ir .  

Q. J u s t  mark one body. What do you remember a f t e r  
t h a t ?  The next  event?  
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A. Nothing very d e f i n i t e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir. It 
seems l i k e  w e  had one 2 3  which was THOMPSON'S s h i p  and we  
had two gun teams a l t e r n a t i n g .  My gun team roughly s t ayed  
o u t  an hour and a h a l f  o r  an hour and fo r ty - f ive .  W e  went 
back t o  Dot t i e  and r e f u e l e d  whi le  t h e  o t h e r  team went o u t ,  
e s c o r t i n g  THOMPSON i n  t h e  23 .  I c a n ' t  remember whether 
w e  had continuous coverage a l l  day long. I t  seems l i k e  w e  
d id .  

Q. Did you l eave  t h i s  a r e a  and e v e r  go t o  the sou th  
of  H i l l  85 and down t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River and down i n  
t h a t  a r e a  whi le  you w e r e  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. Not as I remember it. W e  d i d n ' t  go. 
as f a r  as t h e  r i v e r .  

Q Did you come o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I remember coming around the h i l l  
he re .  

Q. Do you remember s i g h t i n g  any mortar  rounds on. 
t o p  of H i l l  85? 

A. We had on occasions.  

Q N o ,  on t h i s  morning. 

A .  No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  we  d i d n ' t .  

2 How long d i d  you s t a y  o u t  he re?  You w e r e  f l y i n g  
d i t h  Major WATKE a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Yes, sir. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h a t  morning, 


Q Were you t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q And he was f l y i n g  i n  t h e  l e f t  s e a t ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q And how long d i d  you s t a y  o u t ?  


A. Roughly, an hour and t h i r t y  t o  an hour and 
fo r ty - f ive  minutes. 
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Q You saw nothing during t h a t  per iod  t h a t  w a s  of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  remember, during t h e  per iod  of your f i r s t  
f l i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  J u s t  t h e  one i n d i v i d u a l  we took under 
f i r e  and gunship hovering. Tha t ' s  t h e  only two th ings  t h a t  
I would say happened t h a t  s t and  o u t  i n  my mind. 

Q Did you s e e  any a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  where 
you loca ted  t h e  bodies o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  went i n  t o  pick up 
the-.-a couple of VC, suspected VC? 

A. Southeas t ,  s ir .  

Q. Southwest.? 

A. I don' t remember t h e  time frame. I would say 
t h a t  it w a s  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  It might have been. 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  t i m e .  It could have been that- 

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Did you s e e  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Sometime during t h e  course of t h e  day I d id .  I t  
seems l i k e  it was a l i t t l e  l a t e r  than  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  my 
f i r s t  l i f t .  The command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  was over  t o  t h e  
southwest where t h e  road s t a r t s  bending back south towards 
Quang Ngai. He had a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  young males, 
who were e x i t i n g  toward Quang Ngai r a t h e r  r ap id ly .  The 
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  t r i e d  t o  s t o p  them o r  something, 
threw smoke on them o r  f i r e d  i n  f r o n t  of them o r  something 
. l ike  t h a t .  He c a l l e d  us over t h e r e  and we t r i e d  t o  s t o p  
them, and they were p r e t t y  i n t e n t  on walking i n  t h e  same 
d i r e c t i o n .  They weren ' t  slowing up s o  we f i r e d  i n  f r o n t  
of them. 

Q. You d i d  f i r e  i n  f r o n t  of them though? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was it-

A. ( Interposing)  The 2 3 f i r i n g .  
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Q. The 2 3  which e f f e c t e d  f i r e  i n  f r o n t  of  them. 
Did you s e e  t h e  C & C s h i p  go i n  t o  pick them up? 

A. I b e l i e v e  h e  d i d ,  sir. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h a t .  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where this took 
p lace?  

A. A s  I remember i t ,  s i r ,  it was where t h e  road 
s t a r t e d  bending back south  o r  southwest.  I would say  rough
l y  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  map). 

Q Would you p l e a s e  i d e n t i f y  i t ?  

A.  Three VC's? Do you need anyth ing  else i n  t h e r e ?  

Q I d e n t i f y  it by "picked up by C & C . "  Put  t h e  
"picked up by C & C" i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  would you p l e a s e .  Put  
down time w i t h  a q u e s t i o n  mark s i n c e  it i s  n o t  f i rm i n  your 
mind when t h i s  took p l a c e .  

A. This  i s  roughly a guess.  It seemed l i k e  it was 
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day. 

Q When you r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  you w e r e  f l y i n g
wi th  Major WATKE up t o  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  On my f i r s t  f u e l  l oad  o u t  t h e r e  I 
was w i t h  Major WATKE . 
Q- And a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  another  gunship r e t u r n  with  
you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  Both gunships t h a t  were o u t  t h e r e  in 
i t i a l l y  r e tu rned  t o  D o t t i e ,  and fresh.  teams went o u t .  

Q Who flew t h e  replacement team? Do you remember 
t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  c o p i l o t  of the relacement low gun and t h e  
replacement h igh  gun? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q* When you were o u t  t h e r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, who 
was f l y i n g  t h e  h igh  gun? 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. I cou ldn ' t  s ay ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- You had c o m ~ n i c a t i o na t  t h i s  t i m e  wi th  M r .  
THOMPSON? 	 Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. The way we  worked i t ,  t h e  23 was low-
l e v e l  and t h e  low gun was low-level,  and I was i n  d i r e c t  
communication wi th  t h e  23  and t h e  h igh  gunship, and t h e  high 
gunship was i n  communication wi th  t h e  ground. 

Q. I t  w a s  only t h e  h igh  gunship t h a t  was i n  con tac t  
wi th  t h e  ground? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. 	 When you say  "ground1' a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
combat t roops  on t h e  ground o r  w e r e  you r e f e r r i n g  back t o  
LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Combat t roops  on t h e  ground, sir. 

Q- Could he a l s o  con tac t  LZ Dott ie?  

A .  On t h e  i n f a n t r y ' s  frequency, y e s ,  sir. The 23 
only has  one r a d i o .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  23. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
the  high gun. 

A. I wanted t o  c l e a r  it up. The reason he  c o u l d n ' t  
t a l k  t o  the- 

Q- ( In terpos ing)  I understand. H e  had UHF, t h e  low 
gun. I mean t h e  LOH, the H-23. Right? 

A. 	 No, sir. H e  had a Fox t ro t  model, the 23. 

The 23 had FM? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

So who could he t a l k  wi th ,  then? 

With me, sir. 

Only wi th  you? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  and then  I could t a l k  t o  t h e  high 
gunship on UHF.  The high gunship could t a l k  t o  t h e  ground 
people back t o  t h e  TOC and back on t h e  ground wi th  h i s  
Foxt ro t ,  and I could t a l k  t o  our  opera t ions  back a t  Dot t i e .  

Q .When we f i n i s h  here  we w i l l  ask you t o  s i t  down 
with Colonel WILSON t o  make a communications diagram ( l a t e r  
en tered  i n  evidence as  Exhib i t  0-6) t o  i n d i c a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
how comunications were handled? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - The p o i n t  being t h a t  t h e  LOH o r  t h e  scout  s h i p  
could n o t  o r  normally d i d  no t  communicate with t h e  ground? 
He only communicates with you i n  t h e  low gun? 

A .  Yes, sir. 


Q You i n  t u r n  wi th  t h e  high gun? 


A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You do no t  know t h e  names of e i t h e r  of  t h e  crews 
who replaced you and t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  o t h e r  gunship when you 
went o f f  s t a t i o n ?  

A.  No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  


Q How long were you o f f  s t a t i o n ?  


A. I guess an hour and a h a l f  o r  an hour and fo r ty - 

f i v e  minutes ,. 

Q What time d i d  you then  a r r i v e  back on s t a t i o n ?  

Let me  rephrase t h a t .  When they had expended t h e i r  f u e l ,  d i d  

you then rep lace  one of t h e  gunships? 


A.  The e n t i r e  team. Both gunships,  we rep laced  both 

gunships. 


Q. The two of you then  went back on s t a t i o n .  Is t h a t  

c o r r e c t ?  


A. Yes, s ir .  Tha t ' s  t h e  way I remember it. 

Q What t ime would t h i s  then be? 

A. Roughly 1030. 
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Q - A t  approximately 1030 you came back on s t a t i o n  
and again married-up with M r .  THOMPSON f l y i n g  t h e  scou t  
ship--the H-23? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - S t a r t i n g  a t  t h a t  time what took p lace  next?  

A. We were t h e  only gunships and scout  o u t  t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  time. The o t h e r s  had a l ready departed t h e  a r e a  and we 
had t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  t o  cover. There was j u s t  a r o u t i n e  CA. 
Troops were sweeping through t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  I remembered 
it, they were coming i n  sou th ,  b u t  obviously they  weren ' t ,  
and sweeping back e a s t .  I remember moving e a s t  most of t h e  
time. I d o n ' t  remember when w e  s t a r t e d  see ing  t h e  people,  
t h e  bodies  o u t  t h e r e ,  whether it was a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time 
o r  what. I t  seemed l i k e  it was af te rnoon,  around noon. I 
th ink  w e  were making genera l ly  c i r c u l a r  passes  around-

0. ( In te rpos ing)  What w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you 
saw t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A.  I would say a drainage d i t c h  running north-south 
o f f  t h e  main highway. It connected t h e  main highway and 
went around nor th  and south.  I t  d i d  n o t  extend beyond t h e  
road. I t  had a few s c a t t e r e d  t r e e s  around it, n o t  heavi ly  
wooded, and it had approximately 50 t o  75 bodies i n  it. 

Q. How c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  t h a t  now? Now, re 
member, 1 inch equals  about 100 meters.  

A. I t  was sou theas t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  Roughly, 
150 t o  200 meters.  There was a drainage d i t c h  approximately 
100 f e e t  long,  no t  any more. 

Q m  I show you an a rea  photo of a d i t c h  (Exhibi t  P - 4 6 ) .  
Does this look l i k e  t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  you saw? Mind you, t h e s e  
t r a c k s  may we l l  n o t  of been t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime. 

A.  No, sir. I would say no t .  There i s  nothing t o  
re ference  myself wi th  here  b u t  as I r e c a l l  t h e  d i t c h  d i d  n o t  
have a 90-degree angle  i n  it. 
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Q Here i s  another  view of t h e  v i l l a g e  (Exh ib i t  P-45) . 
This  was taken from t h e  west over  about i n  h e r e  (po in t ing  t o  
map) . You can s e e  t h e s e  two f i e l d s ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q So t h i s  would be taken genera l ly  a c r o s s  i n  t h i s  
fashion ,  you s e e ,  s o  t h i s  would be c u t t i n g  across  l i k e  s o  
(poin t ing  t o  map). See t h i s  p o i n t  here? 

A .  Yes sir.  

Q ~o you recognize t h a t  a rea?  

A. Is t h i s  t h e  main road (po in t ing  t o  t h e  map)? 

Q Yes, over  what would be i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  you s e e  
(poin t ing  t o  t h e  map). Well, t o  t h e  e a s t  maybe 500 t o  800 
meters away. 

A. No, s ir .  That d o n ' t  look l i k e  it e i t h e r .  

Q. W i l l  you mark on t h e  map where, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
your knowledge, you saw t h e  d i t c h  with t h e  bodies i n  it, 
remembering t h a t  1 inch w i l l  equal  .about 1 00 meters? 

A. It w a s  e a s t  of t h e  main i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  west  of  t h e  
temple. It  had a few s c a t t e r e d  t r e e s  around it. I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  it would be t h a t  one. I t  looks t o o  heavi ly  wooded. 

Q Before you l o c a t e  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h i s  map, 
what i s  t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  you saw o r  became involved i n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o r d e r  everyth ing  came i n .  

Q Yes. According t o  your previous testimony and 
according t o  what M r .  THOMPSON had i n d i c a t e d ,  you had an 
ac t ion  i n  which he landed and you subsequently landed and 
picked up some people.  Now, where on t h i s  map, on t h i s  
a e r i a l  photo,  is  t h a t  a rea  l o c a t e d ,  recognizing t h a t  you 
landed w i t h  your gunship? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t ime frame when 
it was. The t roops  were coming e a s t  out  of-- i t  seems t h a t  
they had a l i n e  running north-south and sweeping e a s t .  

Q Were they s t i l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  were they
breaking o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  They s t a r t e d  moving o u t  i n t o  t h e  open 
ground. Could I draw you a p i c t u r e ?  I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  it ou t  
on t h i s .  (Witness draws ske tch  l a t e r  en te red  a s  Exh ib i t  0-2 .) 
� his is My Lai  ( 4 )  and I would say t h e  t roops  were coming 
through-

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Now, wa i t  a minute.  Where i s  nor th?  

A. This i s  nor th  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  s k e t c h ) .  

Q You mean they were moving t o  t h e  sou theas t?  9 

A. They were moving i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
This i s  t h e i r  l i n e .  

Q Where i s  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. This is  My L a i  ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. They a r e  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  They a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. That I s  t h e  way it seemed t o  me, sir. I t  seemed 
t h a t  they  were sweeping around l i k e  t h i s  coming through and 
t o  the  e a s t .  

Q. How f a r  t o  t h e  south  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  were they? 

, A. W e l l ,  sir. They had extended a l l  t h e  way down t o  
t h e  road and I b e l i e v e  they  had a few people sou th  of the  
road. This is  t h e  road r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  they were sweeping e x a c t l y  e a s t  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
I remember i t .  TICOMPSON s p o t t e d  an o l d  man s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
doorway of a--I d o n ' t  know what they  are--root c e l l a r ,  bomb 
s h e l t e r ,  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  A l i t t l e  round d e a l  wi th  a 
door i n  it and t h e  o l d  man was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h e  door.  
It seems l i k e  t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e  running g e n e r a l l y  t h i s  
way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and one running back t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( ind i 
c a t i n g ) .  They had a few l i t t l e  h u t s  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
It was genera l ly  encased i n  t r e e s ,  t h e  way they b u i l d .  I 
dontt know how they do i t ,  b u t  they  have t r e e s  growing a
round t h e i r  hamlet o r  whatever they c a l l  them. THOMPSON 
spo t t ed  t h e  o l d  man. The t roops  w e r e  approaching from t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and he c a l l e d  m e  i n  t o  l i f t  t h e  
people out .  I landed-
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Q - ( In terpos ing)  W e l l ,  d i d  he  cal l  you i n  t o  l i f t  
ou t  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. He landed h i s  a i r c r a f t  f i r s t ,  s i r ,  and went over  
t o  t h e  bunker. And I b e l i e v e  he g o t  t h e r e  j u s t  about t h e  
same time the-- ' 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Now, j u s t  slow down, j u s t  a minute 
now. Were t h e r e  any communications between M r .  THOMPSON and 
yourse l f  be£o r e  M r .  THOMPSON landed? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I 'm s u r e  t h e r e  was something l i k e  : 
"I see  an o l d  man s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  bunker. I ' m  going t o  go 
down and check it out ."  

Q W e l l ,  would he have landed t o  go down and check 
out  one o l d  man? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  he  would. T h a t ' s  a l l  
he could s e e  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  door. He landed and went over  
t o  the  old man. I d o n ' t  know whether he came o u t .  

Q Were t h e  o t h e r  t roops  up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. They w e r e  g e t t i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  about t h e  same t i m e  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed, sir. 

Q. Did M r .  THOMPSON t a l k  t o  t h e  t roops?  

A. I th ink  he d i d ,  sir. I ' m  s u r e .  I saw two o f  
them t h a t  day. I t h i n k ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  d i d  you have any communications from 
M r .  THOMPSON t e l l i n g  you what he  was going t o  do? 

* 

A. I ' m  s u r e  I had some type of communication, sir. 
We were always i n  cons tan t  communication. I f  he was going 
t o  land and check ou t  something l i k e  t h a t ,  he would t e l l  
me about it. 

Q. Would he normally land and check o u t  something 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  d i d  t h a t  q u i t e  a b i t .  I f  we found 
something on t h e  ground t h a t  we cou ldn ' t  analyze from t h e  
a i r ,  he would land sometimes. 
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Q. In f r o n t  of combat t roops?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  We have landed i n  p laces  where t h e r e  
were no combat t roops .  

Q- I understand t h a t  a l r i g h t ,  b u t  he re  i n  a h o s t i l e  
s i t u a t i o n  and with t h e  combat t roops  more o r  l e s s  moving, 
t o  s e t  down, l e t ' s  say ,  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  combat t r o o p s ,  between 
t h e  combat t roops  and t h e  enemy, was t h i s  a normal s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was normal o r  n o t ,  s i r .  Tha t ' s  
t h e  way I remembered it. The t roops  were g e t t i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  
about t h e  same time THOPlPSON landed .and t h e  t roops  helped 
g e t  t h e  o l d  man and people who were i n  t h e  bunker o u t ,  t h e  
way I remember it. 

Q* While he was on t h e  ground, what communications 
d id  you rece ive  from him? 

A. H e  wanted me  t o  pick t h e  people up, s i r ,  and 

move them ou t  of t h e  a r e a ,  c h i l d r e n ,  women, and one o l d  

man. 


Q Did you rece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from him, from 
t h e  aero-scout s h i p ,  t o  keep him covered with your guns? 

. . A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What d i d  he imply by t h a t ,  t o  keep covered from 
t h e  VC o r  from t h e  U .  S. fo rces?  

I don t 'remember him saying t h a t ,  sir. 

Q: H e  d i d  con tac t  you though and t e l l  you t o  keep 
him covered? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying  keep me covered, b u t  
anytime he landed t h a t  was our  main job. 

Q. I understand t h a t .  What I 'm asking. i s  whether 
on t h a t  occasion he contacted you and gave you some s p e c i a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  about keeping him covered? 
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A. I f  he d i d ,  don' t remember, sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  When you landed what d i d  you do? 

A. I made two l i f t s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and picked up 
women and k i d s  and moved them o u t  of t h e  'area.  

Q Where d id  you f l y  them t o ?  

A. Back down t o  where t h e ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it i s  on 
this map. 

Q. Well, I d o n ' t  t h ink  it is  necessary.  Did you 
f l y  them t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. No, sir .  I f l e w  them back along t h i s  main road 
and pu t  them o f f  i n  an i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q. Approximately how f a r  would you say  from My Lai? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  where this t r a i l  and this road 
i n t e r s e c t .  

Q Maybe a k i lometer  and a h a l f  o r  two k i lometers?  

A. Yes, sir. 


Q A f t e r  you dropped o f f  t h e  one load  you re turned?  


A. I picked up one more. 


Q Picked up one more load?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did M r .  THOMPSON'S aero-scout s h i p  t a k e  o f f  t h e  
same time o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was on . the  ground when I came i n  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime and helped put  t h e  people on t h e  s h i p ,  and 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether he was on t h e  ground when I g o t  back 
o r  not .  

Q Now, then ,  I recognize t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  he re  
about t h e  U-shaped o r  V-shaped a rea  i t  i s  loca ted  i n .  Look 
a t  t h i s  a r e a  c l o s e l y  around i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and s e e  i f  
you can f i n d  where you came i n  and where you took o f f ,  i f  
you can pick o u t  t h e  s i t e  where t h e  t r e e s  were and s o  f o r t h .  
And i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  d i t c h  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  
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.. 	 about ,  where t h e  bodies may have been o r  i f  you can pick 
t h i s  ou t .  .One may lead  you t o  t h e  o t h e r  and s o  on. 

A.  I t  seemed more l i k e  t h e  hamlet where we picked 
t h e  o l d  man and people up was j u s t  ou t  by i t s e l f  more o r  

l e s s .  


Q How f a r  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  This seems t o  be t h e  
c r u c i a l  t h i n g ,  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s .  How f a r  was t h e  d i t c h  from 
t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and how f a r  was t h i s  bunker o r  l i t t l e  
group of houses o r  whatever it was, how f a r  was t h a t  from 
the re?  And what approaches d id  you use t o  g e t  i n t o  these  
a reas ,  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A .  I landed e a s t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

The people g o t  i n t o  my a i r c r a f t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  


Q. Yes? 

A. And I took o f f  from t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  I would say 
poss ib ly  one-half mile  from My Lai  t o  t h e  sou theas t .  

Q. Eigh t  hundred meters from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

'A. I ' d  guess t h a t .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  from t h e  s i t e  where you picked 
up t h e  women and ch i ld ren  and t h e  o l d  man, t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h  where you s a w  t h e  bodies? 

A. I t  was back southwest of t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. Your s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  t r a i l ,  t h i s  d i t c h ,  bu t t ed  

r i g h t  up t o  t h e  road,  t h e  main road? 


A. A s  I remember it, it d i d ,  sir.  

Q. Off t o  t h e  s i d e ,  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  and i d e n t i f y  t h i s ,  
p l ease  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Would you i n d i c a t e  when you saw these  
bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  how c l o s e  were you t o  them, and d i d  
anything happen t h e r e  t h a t  s tands  o u t  i n  your mind, i n  o r  
near t h e  d i t c h ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  We were over them a l l  day long a t  50 
t o  75 f e e t  occas iona l ly  f l y i n g  d i r e c t l y  over the  top  of  it 
and of f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  I saw a colored sergeant  s tanding  on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  d i t c h  f i r i n g  t o  t h e  west and f i r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Would you s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  and i d e n t i f y  it 
please .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d  on Exh ib i t  0-2.) 

Did you phys ica l ly  s e e  him f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I d id .  

Q What w a s  he f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  with? What 
kind of a weapon? 

A. A s  I remembered it, it was an M-16, sir.  

Q. M - 1 6  r i f l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How long d i d  he f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  whi le  you 
observed him? 

A. One round t h a t  I observed, sir. 


Q How do you know he f i r e d  one round? 


A. Well, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it looked t o  me, one round. 

Q. Was he f i r i n g  t r a c e r s ?  

A. No, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q You were saying one round from see ing  t h e  kick 
of t h e  weapon o r  t h e  impact of t h e  round? 

A .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I ' m  going by, s i r ,  is t h e  impact. 


Q Impact? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q You saw one round impact i n t o  a body o r  bodies? 
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I n t o  one body, sir.  I n t o  t h e  head of a  body. 

Q - 	 Do you know when t h i s  took p lace?  
  

No, sir. I d o n ' t  know t h e  time frame. 
 

But, it was some time a f t e r  1030? 
 

Y e s ,  sir.  I would say so.  
  

Q. Tha t ' s  when you went back on s t a t i o n ?  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
  

Q - How many bodies  do you th ink  were i n  t h a t  d i t c h ?  
  

A. 	 I would es t ima te  5 0  t o  75. 

Would you s o  i n d i c a t e ?  

(The wi tness  d id  a s  d i r e c t e d  on Exhibt 0-2.) 

Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  about t h i s  d i t c h ?  
While you were f l y i n g  low gun f o r  M r .  THOMPSON, do you re-  
c a l l  him ever  landing along s i d e  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  it. He s a i d  t h a t  he 
d id  land  and t ake  a  small  c h i l d  ou t  of t h a t  d i t c h .  

Q - Wait a minute now, w a i t  a  minute. When d i d  he 
say t h a t ?  

A. 	 H e  s a i d  t h a t  when we were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam. . 

Q. 	 When d i d  he t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A. Sometime a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  sir.  He d i d  no t  
land,  I b e l i e v e ,  whi le  my team was o u t  t h e r e  and e x t r a c t  
t h a t  c h i l d .  I t  must have been whi le  the  o t h e r  team was 
t h e r e  because I d o n ' t  remember him landing,  b u t  I remember 

- him saying  t h a t  he d i d  land and pick t h e  c h i l d  up. 

Q. 	 Did you accompany M r .  THOMPSON t o  Quang Ngai? 

25 APP T-16 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q Did he ever  communicate t o  you t h a t  he was going 
t o  'Quang Ngai? 

A. No, sir.  

Q • Could it have poss ib ly  been t h a t  you had a l ready 
departed t h e  s t a t i o n  before  he picked up a boy anyplace? 

A. Apparently it was, s i r ,  because I do n o t  remember 
him landing and p icking  up t h e  c h i l d .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a f t e r  you picked up t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  
t h e  women, and t h e  o l d  man from t h e  bunker o r  hootch, o r  
whatever it was, t h a t  you ever  went back on s t a t i o n ?  A f t e r  
t h a t ,  immediately a f t e r  t h a t ,  d i d  you go back on s t a t i o n  o r  
d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  LZ Dott ie?  

A. Af te r  dropping t h e  people o f f ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Yes, sir.  I s t ayed  o u t  the re .  


Q You s tayed o u t  t h e r e ?  


A. yes ,  s ir .  I d id .  


Q How much longer  d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ?  


A. U n t i l  t h e  end of f u e l  load ,  sir. I guess 1030 
o r  1100 o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Probably l a t e r  than  t h a t .  You a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  
about 1030 and you c a r r y  about how much f u e l ?  

A. An hour and a h a l f  o r  an hour and f o r t y - f i v e  minutes. 

Q. Yes, b u t  you normally would d e p a r t  s t a t i o n  by a t  
l e a s t  an hour and a h a l f .  Maybe an hour and f i f t e e n  minutes 
f o r  your reserve .  Would that--I 'm no t  p u t t i n g  words i n  your 
mouth--but would t h i s  be about c o r r e c t ?  You would normally 
not  s t a y  on s t a t i o n ,  i f  you were away from your base 10 o r  15 
k i lometers ,  longer  than an hour and f i f t e e n  t o  an hour and 
t h i r t y  minutes supply of f u e l ?  
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A. Roughly, s i r ,  yes. 

Q- Did you s e e  any o t h e r  bodies  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
s t i c k  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. There were bodies  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and on t h i s  main t r a i l  running south.  

a .  Where on t h e  main t r a i l  d i d  you s e e  a  group of 
bodies? 

A.  They were genera l ly  a l l  a long it, sir. There 
was a p i l e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q - How many bodies were t h e r e ?  

A. I ' d  say 10. 

Q. Right a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was another  p i l e  n o r t h  of t h e  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n .  

Q- Looking a t  t h i s  photo,  (Exhib i t  P-48) now, I 
t h i n k  you ' r e  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  main road t h a t  comes o u t  of 
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e -  and goes down t o  t h e  junct ion.  
Where, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  coming o u t  of he re  and 
running along s i d e  t h e s e  houses,  where would t h e r e  be bodies? 

A. There was one p i l e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
h e r e ,  s i r  ( ind ica t ing)  . I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  
t r a i l  as t h e  one. I t  seemed--.I'm s u r e  it ran a l l  t h e  way t o  
the v i l l a g e ,  and it seemed it ran  s t r a i g h t  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o  me, and I know t h a t  it i n t e r s e c t e d  t h e  main road 
a t  a 90-degree angle  and stopped a t  t h e  main road,  s o  I ' m  
assuming t h a t ' s  t h e  same one. There was a  p i l e  of bodies 
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  a  few more 
s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  nor th .  Another s t a c k  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up 
the road ,  I would say r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Would you ident i ' fy  them on t h a t  photo? 

(The wi tness  d id .  as d i r e c t e d .  ) 

Would you i d e n t i f y  t h e  numbers approximately? 

For t h e  record ,  i n  your view were t h e s e  VC o r  
w e r e  they bodies  of noncombatants? 
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A. I would say noncombatants, sir.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
any VC t h a t  day except  t h e  one t h a t  we took under f i r e .  

Q. And poss ib ly  some-

A. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  Of t h e s e ,  t h r e e ,  poss ib ly .  They
weren ' t  c a r r y  weapons o r  web gear .  They were VC I would 
say. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of 
opera t ion  t h a t  you observed o r  any o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  r e l a t e  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. A s  I remember it t h e r e  was another  p i l e  of bodies  
somewhere up t h e  nor thern  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Northern s i d e ?  Would you i d e n t i f y  t h a t ?  

A. I would say roughly r i g h t  around t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. I n  t h i s  one I would l i k e  you t o  be very c a r e f u l  
because you have t h e  LZ t o  t h e  nor th  and from a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h e  LZ was t o  t h e  west.  So, i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  I d o n ' t  want 
you t o  g e t  confused. I j u s t  want t o  make s u r e  i f  t h e  LZ 
was over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  t roops  moved through 
t h e r e  i n s t e a d  of 	 t h i s  being he re  and going through t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  i f  t h a t  might n o t  be a t  a d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n  
than you a r e  p l o t t i n g  it. 

A. W e l l ,  it could be ,  s ir ,  b u t  I remembered it as  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  I t  could have been a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  west 
b u t  I remembered it a s  being t h e  nor th  s i d e .  

Q. I n d i c a t e  t h i s ,  b u t  I would l i k e  you t o  draw a 
l i n e  o u t  and exp la in  t h a t  t h i s  i s  where you t h i n k  you saw 
them, o r  I would a t  l e a s t  l i k e  t o  leave  it ques t ionable  a s  
far  a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  i s  concerned. 

A. Extend t h i s  l i k e  t h i s ?  

Q. 	 NO, j u s t  draw a l i n e  o u t  and exp la in  it o u t  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d  on Exh ib i t  P-48.) 

Approximately how many bodies  do you t h i n k  you 
saw l y i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A .  They were s c a t t e r e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s ir .  
This was t h e  main body. You would s e e  them j u s t  genera l ly  
a l l  over t h e  v i l l a g e .  My es t ima te  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  
i t s e l f ?  

Q Within t h e  v i l l a g e  you might i n d i c a t e  how many 
you think--an es t ima te  of about how many you t h i n k  you saw. 

A .  I would say then  i n  t h i s  a rea  r i g h t  h e r e  10,  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  roughly. One o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  s t ands  o u t  i n  
my mind i s  it seemed l i k e  t h e r e  was another  hootch. I d o n ' t  
know whether it was i n  t h e  body of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There was 
a woman and h e r  small  baby ly ing  ou t s ide  of t h e  f r o n t  of  
t h e  hootch t h e r e .  They appeared t o  be k i l l e d  by gunshot 
wounds i n  t h e  head. 

Q W e l l ,  i n d i c a t e  how many bodies  you th ink  you saw 
i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a  t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d .  I b e l i e v e  you 
s a i d  about l o ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q D r a w  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where you saw t h e  
woman and t h e  baby l y i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  hootch and i d e n t i f y  it. 

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  sou theas t  corner .  

Q Now, l e t  ,me ask you something. Who i s  f l y i n g
t h i s  gunship of yours during t h i s  per iod? 

A. W e  a l t e r n a t e d ,  sir. 

Q. T h a t ' s  what I thought because you obviously 
wouldn't  be see ing  a l l  of t h i s  down on the  grcund i f  you 
were f l y i n g  t h a t  gunship of  yours.  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  Well, you can f l y  and s t i l l  look around. 
We switched o f f .  When one would g e t  t i r e d  t h e  o t h e r  would 
t a k e  over.  

Q You and your c o p i l o t ,  between t h e  two of you, 
had p len ty  of time f o r  observat ion .  Would t h a t  be c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Flying 10 o r  15 minutes a t  a time? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q *  I ' m  n o t  p u t t i n g  words i n  your mouth, Lut i s  t h a t  
t h e  normal procedure t h a t  you followed? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I f  one person was f l y i n g  and he g o t  
t i r e d  then  t h e  c o p i l o t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  would t a k e  t h e  con- 
t r o l s .  I n  any case  you have p l e n t y  of t ime t o  look around 
even i f  you a r e  f l y i n g .  

Q- I recognize t h i s ,  b u t  you ' r e  no t  j u s t  f l y i n g  a  
h e l i c o p t e r .  You a r e  f l y i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e a r t h  and you ' re  a l s o  
i n  support  of an observat ion  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e .  So, b a s i c a l l y ,  
your job i s  t o  watch him. Is t h a t  n o t  c o r r e c t ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And t o  cover him? 

Right ,  sir. 

Q m  Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  t h i n g ,  now, t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  
i n  your mind? How much of t h i s  v i l l a g e  was destroyed by 
burning of hootches? I know t h a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  had been 
mauled be fo re ,  s o  I ' m  not  th ink ing  t h a t  they were going 
i n t o  a  f u l l y  inhab i t ed  and s t r a i g h t  a r e a .  There must have 
been many temporary s h e l t e r s  and t h i s  kind of th ing .  I ' m  
accustomed t o  see ing  t h i s  kind of a rea  down i n  upper Binh 
Dinh and a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  now i n  Duc Pho and i n  t h i s  
a rea .  So I know what t h e s e  a reas  a r e  t h a t  have been p r e t t y  
we l l  t o r n  up. But with t h e  temporary hootches and s o  f o r t h  

. 	 t h a t  were i n  h e r e ,  w a s  it p r e t t y  obvious t h a t  t h e  a rea  had 
been burned ou t?  What d id  it look l i k e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say how much a r e a  they destroyed.  
There w e r e  f i r e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know how many o r  
whether they destroyed t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  not .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was a  f i r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  nor thern  
s i d e .  

COL WILSON: H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  nor th -cen t ra l .  

MR WALSH: J u s t  draw a  c i r c l e  and pu t  t h e  number 5 o r  some- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  f o r  us  p lease .  

A.  For t h e  f i r e ?  
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I0: You might draw an arrow o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  and 
i n d i c a t e  " f i r e s " which would be ample f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d  on a e r i a l  photo 
which i s  l a t e r  rece ived  i n  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-48.)  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g ,  M r .  MILLIANS, con
cerning what you saw and what you observed o r  what you heard 
i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, s ir .  Those a r e  t h e  th ings  t h a t  s t and  o u t  
mostly i n  my mind. 

a - I have h e r e  a ske tch  (Exhibi t  0 - 3 ) ,  M r .  MILLIANS, 
which you made i n  support  of your testimony t o  Colonel WILSON. 
I show you t h i s  ske tch  and ask i f  it w a s  made by you and 
ask you t o  v e r i f y  it i n  conjunct ion with what you p u t  on 
t h i s  photo and on t h i s  s c r a t c h  pad. 

A .  (Studying) Yes, sir.  Do you want me t o  s i g n  t h i s ?  

Q. No, t h a t ' s  a l ready i n  t h e  record .  We' l l  have 
t h e s e  cleaned up, s o  you can v e r i f y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you made 
t h i s  and t h a t  you prepared t h i s  ske tch  which w i l l  be appended 
t o  your testimony when w e  are f i n i s h e d  here .  

-10: 
t e n  minute 

We w i l l  
r ecess .  

t a k e  a t e n  minute break a t  t h i s  t ime ,  a 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1722 hours ,ll Decemb
1969.1 / 

er 

1969.1 
(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1735 hours ,  11 December 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : A l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  
a r e  again p resen t  wi th  t h e  except ion  of M r .  WEST. 

10: For t h e  record  who d i r e c t e d  you t o  make t h e  
phone c a l l  to--no, as you were. Do you know who d i r e c t e d  
the phone c a l l  t o  be made t o  you by M r .  THOMPSON? 
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A. I d o n ' t  understand, s ir .  

Q Did Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, a t  t h a t  t ime,  
i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  by t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the  o f f i c e r  from 
t h e  Inspec to r  Genera l ' s  Of f i ce  he was c a l l i n g  you t o  t r y  
and f i n d  o u t  who w a s  f l y i n g  wi th  him t h a t  day? 

A. When he c a l l e d  from Washington t h a t  day, I 
be l i eve  t h e  way I remember it, he asked me i f  I was f l y i n g  
t h a t  day and I t o l d  him: "Yes, I was." And he t o l d  me where 
he was and what was happening. 

9. What d i d  he t e l l  you? 

A. That  he was i n  Washington f o r  t h i s  My L a i  inc iden t .  
He d i d n ' t  c a l l  it t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  phrase t h a t  
he used b u t  he wanted t o  know i f  I was f l y i n g  t h a t  day. 

Q- Colonel WILSON f o r  t h e  record  it would be ad
v i s a b l e  f o r  you t o  i n d i c a t e  what you j u s t  informed me o f .  

COL WILSON: Well, I d i r e c t e d  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON t o  
c a l l  M r .  MILLIANS and f i n d  o u t  i f  he was f l y i n g  with him 
t h a t  day, and I b e l i e v e  he made a memoradum f o r  record  
on t h i s .  1'11 have t o  s e e  i f  I have it on f i l e  and i f  so  
I w i l l  produce it. 

10: T h e  phone c a l l  was made a t  your d i r e c t i o n ?  

COL WILSON: Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

10: When you a r r i v e d  i n i t i a l l y  o f f  your s t a t i o n  t h e r e  
and you w e r e  f l y i n g  around south of t h e  road,  could it have 
been p o s s i b l e  i n s t e a d  of f l y i n g  south  of  t h e  road t h a t  you 
were f l y i n g  somewhat e a s t  of H i l l  85? Looking a t  t h i s  map, 
t h i s  being H i l l  85, could you have been f l y i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
as opposed t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  sir. A s  I remember i t ,  we were 
p a t r o l l i n g  e a s t  and west i n  a r a c e t r a c k  p a t t e r n  south  of 
t h e  road between t h e  road and H i l l  85. I remember when we 
took t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  under f i r e  we were f l y i n g  e a s t .  T h a t ' s  
what I ' m  bas ing  t h a t  on. 

Q- You see t h e  l o g i c  of what I 'm t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  
out  t o  you. I f  you were here  and you s a w  t h e  v i l l a g e  be
tween you and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep and t h e  LZ,  it would have 
placed you h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  But i f  you were, i n  f a c t ,  
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f l y i n g  over  here  i n  t h i s  a rea  a t  t h a t  time when you observed 
i t ,  it could have been t o  t h e  west s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  poss ib le .  

Q. I ask you i f ,  when Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON w a s  
on t h e  ground, he communicated with you o r  gave you any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning covering him on t h e  ground? 

A. . I  do no t  remember him saying  t h a t ,  s ir .  

I0 : Do you have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you would 

l i k e  t o  give M r .  MILLIANS a t  t h i s  time? 


COL WILSON: No, sir. 


I0 : W e  w i l l  t a k e  a two-minute r ecess .  


(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1740 hours ,  11 December 
1969. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1743 hours 11 December 
1969. ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  
a r e  again p resen t .  

10: M r .  MILLIANS, having gone through a l l  of t h i s  
opera t ion  which must s t a n d  o u t  q u i t e  v i v i d l y  i n  your mind, 
do you r e c a l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you saw a l l  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  map and h e r e ,  where you 
have a l l  t h e s e  bodies of r epor ted ly  women and c h i l d r e n  and 
o l d  men, do you know who w a s  f l y i n g  c o p i l o t  w i t h  you? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  


Q Do you remember your conversa t ion  w i t h  him? 


A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I remember we were wishing 
we had a camera s o  we could t a k e  p i c t u r e s  of it. 

Q. J u s t  a few weeks ago you gave a s ta tement  t o  t h e  CID? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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9 I would l i k e  t o  read one paragraph of your t e s t 
imony (Exh ib i t  S-1) t o  t h e  C I D  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. You 
s t a t e d :  "The t roops  were moving from west t o  e a s t .  M r .  
THOMPSON t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  OH-23 radioed me and s a i d  t h e r e  
w a s  an o l d  man s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  door of a small  s h e l t e r  i n  
t h e  pa th  of t h e  t roops .  THOMPSON who was q u i t e  upse t  by 
a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g  wanted t o  rescue  t h e  o l d  man t o  keep t h e  
t roops  from k i l l i n g  him, too.  THOMPSON was n e t t e d  by t h e  
r a d i o  wi th  me b u t  n o t  wi th  t h e  t roops .  I was n e t t e d  wi th  
t h e  high s h i p  bu t  n o t  with t h e  t roops .  The high s h i p  was 
n e t t e d  wi th  t h e  t roops .  I t o l d  t h e  top  o r  t h e  h igh  s h i p  
tc r a d i o  t h e  t roops  and ask them why they  were k i l l i n g  a l l  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t o  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g .  I n  
any even t ,  THOMPSON s a i d  we'd b e t t e r  land  and rescue  t h e  o l d  
man, and t h e  t roops  a r r i v e d  a t  THOMPSON1s  l o c a t i o n  a t  about 
t h a t  time. I saw THOMPSON t a l k i n g  t o  some ground f o r c e s  
bu t  I d o n ' t  know who they were o r  what was s a i d .  He then  
asked me t o  come i n  and evacuate t h e  people,  s i n c e  he 
c o u l d n ' t  l i f t  them i n  h i s  sh ip .  I n  two l i f t s  I removed 
about 10 people,  t h e  o l d  man and some women and ch i ld ren .  
On t h e  r a d i o ,  THOMPSON t o l d  me t h a t  i f  he saw t h e  ground 
t roops  k i l l  one more woman o r  c h i l d  he would s t a r t  shoot 
i n g  ( t h e  ground t roops )  h imsel f .  I c a r r i e d  t h e  people I 
evacuated t o  a rice paddy west of town where they  were 
out  of t h e  p a t h  of t h e  t roops .  I' 

Do you r e c a l l  having made t h a t  s ta tement?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do. 

9 You d i r e c t e d  your high s h i p  t o  communicate with 
t h e  ground and t o  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f ,  t he  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was done more than  
once t h a t  day, on a couple of occasions.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  
I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q. Did you hear  your high gun o r  high gunship 
t r ansmi t  t h a t  t o  t h e  ground f o r c e s  on t h e  ground? 

A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. Did you have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of  hea r ing  him t r a n s 
mit? 

3 3  APP T-16 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

NO,  s ir .  I d i d n ' t  

He would t r a n s m i t  on another  s e t ?  

Yes, s i r ,  on an F M  r ad io .  

Q. When d i d  THOMPSON t e l l  you t h a t  i f  he saw t h e  
ground t roops  k i l l  one more women o r  c h i l d  he would s ta r t  
shoot ing himself?  

A .  I c a n ' t  time-frame it, sir. I d o n ' t  know exact 
l y  when he s a i d  t h a t .  

Q Was he on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say,  sir.  

Q I n  your mind was THOMPSON upset?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He was very upse t .  

Q. How d i d  you f e e l ?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  l i k e  it very much e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q. Did you r e a l i z e  what you were observing a t  t h a t  
time? ' 

A. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  anyone, except  t h a t  one 
colored se rgean t ,  shoot  anybody. When I go t  t h e r e  t h e  
bodies  were a l ready t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know who s h o t  them o r  
when they  were s h o t  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Would t h e  combination of t h a t  and t h e  l a r g e  num
be r  of women and c h i l d r e n  s c a t t e r e d  over t h e  wide a rea  t h a t  
you have which would genera l ly  be p r e t t y  much o u t  of the  
way of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  THOMPSON was 
s o  upse t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he would t e l l  you i f  he saw any more 
of t h i s  he was going t o  s t a r t  shoot ing  h i s  own f o r c e s .  Did 
t h i s  n o t  make a dramatic  impression upon you? 

A .  Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I remember it. 

Q To come back t o  t h e  d i t c h  where you saw t h e  ser
geant .  How c l o s e l y  could you s e e  t h a t  sergeant?  
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A. I would es t ima te  75 t o  100 meters away from him. 
50 t o  75 f e e t  i n  t h e  a i r .  I w a s  i n  a right-hand t u r n  and 
I looked over  my shoulder  and saw him though t h e  l e f t  cargo 
door. 

Q The l e f t  cargo door. You were then f l y i n g  i n  
t h e  r i g h t  s e a t ?  

A. I n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t ,  sir.  

Q And you were looking o u t  t h e  open door then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Out over  my l e f t  shoulder  through t h e  
l e f t  cargo door towards t h e  r e a r  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q- Did you have ample t i m e  t o  s tudy him, t o  recognize 
a l l  of t h e  d e t a i l s  about him, how l a r g e  a man he was, 
what i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  he had on him, and could you s e e  him 
p l a i n l y  a t  t h i s  d i s t ance?  

A. I could s e e  him p l a i n l y ,  sir.  H e  was colored ,  
a se rgean t ,  and l a r g e .  

Q. How do you know he w a s  a se rgean t?  

A. By t h e  chevrons on h i s  s l eeve .  

Q. How could you see camouflaged chevrons ak 1 0 0  
meters? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how I can,  sir ,  b u t  I d i d .  

Q- Did you o r  d id  you j u s t  t h i n k  you saw them? 

A. I s a w  chevrons, s ir .  

Q. M r .  MILLIANS, I have h e r e  a s e t  of  photos.  
These a r e  photos which were taken on t h e  ground by a combat 
photographer who was with t h e  opera t ion .  Now, I ' m  n o t  ask
ing  you t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  photographs, however, t o  s e e  i f  you 
have ever  seen  any of t h e  scenes i n  t h e  photographs. Do 
you understand what I ' m  asking about? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. The t e r r a i n  around t h e  photographs. 
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Q O r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Whether you recognize it 
and you can p u t  a body o r  a group of bodies a t  a s p e c i f i c  
s i t e  o r  p lace .  I w i l l  g ive you another  s e t  of photos.  These 
were a l s o  taken by t h e  same combat photographer,  taken i n  
color .  I might say ,  i f  you j u s t  w a i t  a minute and l i s t e n  
t o  me be fo re  you g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  t hese  were taken by t h e  
same photographer. Some of them may be away from t h i s  a rea .  
Some of t h e s e  a r e  t h e  same photos t h a t  came o u t  i n  L i f e  
magazine i n  co lo r .  I w i l l  a l s o  show t o  you, t o  s e e  i f  you 
can i d e n t i f y  any of t h e s e  Scenes, photos from t h i s  s e t  of 
p i c t u r e s .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  these  photos t h a t  some of  
them a r e  f r o n t  and r e a r .  I have provided him photos P-2 
through P-25, P26 through P-42, and a l s o  t h e  same photos 
a s  i n  L i f e  magazine (Exhibi t  M - 1 )  . I r e f e r  t o  photo P-32. 
Do you recognize t h i s  woman? 

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t .  I have seen t h i s  p i c t u r e .  The 
C I D  man showed me t h i s  p i c t u r e .  Tha t ' s  t h e  only time I have 
ever  seen it. 

Q. Looking a t  t h e  L i f e  magazine p i c t u r e s ,  does t h i s  
scene look l i k e  any one of those  t h a t  you might have picked 
on t h e  road t o  t h e  south  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  could e a s i l y  be i t ,  sir.  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  
s u r e  b u t  t h a t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  what it looked l i k e .  

Q. Were t h e r e  r i c e  paddies on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  
road which you observed? 

A.  On t h i s  one it seemed l i k e  t h e r e  were r i c e  paddies 
mostly around a few houses, hamlets ,  t h e  main road,  t h e  east 
and west road,  r i c e  paddies I would say on the n o r t h  s i d e .  
Mostly it was a s l o p e  on t h e  south s i d e .  

COL WILSON: I d e n t i f y  t h a t  photograph by number. 

WIT: P-41. 

I0: Before we proceed, M r .  MILLIANS, one a d d i t i o n a l  
p o i n t  s o  f a r  as information t h a t  we have on t h i s  map t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y .  I n  t h e  a r e a  south of t h e  road,  i n  
your previous testimony wi th  t h e  C I D  you made t h e  fol lowing 
s tatement:  " I  s a w  one gunship from another  team hovering 
over  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  a t  t h e  t r a i l  junct ion  i n  f r o n t  of H i l l  
80-something. He w a s  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  We flew 
down t o  s e e  what he was shoot ing a t  and saw people t h e r e  
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t h a t  he had apparent ly  f i r e d  i n t o .  There were a couple of 
women on t h e  ground apparent ly  dead judging by t h e  number 
and t h e  n a t u r e  of wounds they had sus ta ined .  I d o n ' t  know 
why t h e  gunships s h o t  a t  t h e s e  people.  The gunship was 
e i t h e r  from t h e  176th h e l i c o p t e r  company o r  the  174th h e l i -  
copter  company wi th  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  being t h a t  it was from 
t h e  176th h e l i c o p t e r  company." 

Do you r e c a l l  making t h a t  s ta tement? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. Not verbatim b u t  I r e c a l l  genera l ly  
making t h a t  s ta tement .  

Q. I want t o  amplify two p o i n t s  i n  t h a t  s ta tement .  
F i r s t ,  do you r e c a l l  which u n i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  was providing 
t h e  gun suppor t  f o r  t h e  a s s u a l t  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  I presume t h a t  it was t h e  
176th and t h e  174th.  The gunship t h a t  I saw hovering was 
most l i k e l y  a 176th a s  it wasn ' t  marked l i k e  a 174th gun- 
sh ip .  

Q- How a r e  t h e  174th s h i p s  marked? 

A .  Their  c a l l  s i g n  was Sharks,  and on the  f r o n t  
of t h e  a i r c r a f t  was a  mouth and red  and white  t e e t h ,  s o  it 
s tands  o u t  i n  your mind i f  you ever  once s e e  it. Tha t ' s  
t h e  reason why I say i t ' s  most l i k e l y  a 176th. 

Q. Was t h e  176th t h e  only o t h e r  u n i t  t h a t  had guns 
i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I b e l i e v e  t h e  7 1 s t  Hel icopter  Company 
has guns. I d o n ' t  know i f  they were t h e r e .  I no t i ced  from 
p i c t u r e s  t h a t  a 7 1 s t  s l i c k  was t h e r e .  I t  could have very 
poss ib ly  been t h e  71st .  

Q- I f  t h e  71s t  provided s l i c k s  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a g r e a t  
l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  they could have provided some of t h e  guns 
t h a t  day? 

A. Very p o s s i b l e .  

Q. One o t h e r  po in t .  I n  your s ta tement  you ind ica ted  
he re  t h i s  a f te rnoon t h a t  you s a w  one body t h e r e .  I n  your 
s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  t h e r e  were a couple of women on t h e  
ground apparent ly  dead. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I would say one. 

Q I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  now, M r .  MILLIANS, of what t h e  s i t 
ua t ion  is s o  t h e r e  c a n ' t  be any discrepancy.  I know t h a t  
you c a n ' t  go back and have a camera t u r n  on a s  t o  what you 
saw s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t h a t  t ime a year  and one-half ago. 
Obviously t h i s  c rea ted  q u i t e  a mental impression upon you, 
so  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t ,  t h e  b e s t  I can, what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So, i f  you t h i n k  now, a f t e r  you 
have heard t h i s  s ta tement  and you know what you t o l d  us t h i s  
a f te rnoon,  I would l i k e  you t o  th ink  about it a moment and 
t e l l  us was it one o r  were t h e r e  two o r  w e r e  t h e r e  more i n  
s i g h t ?  

A. The main reason t h a t  it s tands  o u t  i n  my mind 
is  because he was hovering over  t h e  t r e e s .  I ' l l  s t i c k  wi th  
one. 

Q. Why d id  you t h i n k  it was s o  unusual f o r  him t o  
hover? 

A. Gunships do n o t  hover t h a t  high,  sir. A gun
s h i p  i s  very heav i ly  loaded. For him t o  hover t h a t  high 
i s  p r e t t y  dangerous. 

Q Your saying t h a t  is  a good way t o  g e t  h i s  t a i l  
r o t o r  s h o t  o f f ?  

A. No, sir,  I m  saying  t h a t  i s  a good way f o r  him 
t o  crash .  

Q Crash o r  g z t  s h o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  o r  g e t  sho t .  

Q- I f  he rece ived  heavy ground f i r e  he would be 
completely vulnerable .  Both vulnerable  t o  enemy f i r e  and 
a l s o  h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  a i r  a t t i t u d e .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. When d i d  you go o f f  s t a t i o n  t h a t  morning? 

A. The f i r s t  t ime,  s i r ?  
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Q. No. You were ou t  t h e r e  once e a r l y  i n  t h e  morn
ing  wi th  Major WATKE. You re tu rned  while  another  gun team 
took over. When they  re turned  you took over .  What t ime 

d i d  you r e t u r n  from your second support  mission? 


A. I c a n ' t  s ay ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  we were o u t  t h e r e  
i n t o  t h e  af ternoon.  The only reason I say t h a t  is because 
I remember it being ho t .  The day was f a i r l y  hot .  Tha t ' s  
t h e  only reason t h a t  I can say t h a t  w e  were t h e r e  u n t i l  
t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q When you re tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e  d i d  you s e e  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I d i d ,  somewhere, i n  t h e  course of t h e  
day. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q- Did you accompany Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON t o  
t a l k  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  i f  I d i d .  

Q = W e l l ,  i f  you went t o  t a l k  t o  your commanding 
o f f i c e r  about what you saw on t h e  ground, would it n o t  be 
q u i t e  l o g i c a l  t h a t  you would remember i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  probably would. I probably t a l k e d  
t o  him. I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. No. I ' m  no t  saying t h a t  you d i d  t a l k  t o  him, 
no t  even implying t h a t .  I ' m  only asking you i f  you d id?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  d i d  you? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I d i d  not .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  of Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, 
by himself or wi th  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  r e p o r t i n g  h i s  a c t i 
v i t i e s  and h i s  opinion a s  t o  what was happening t h e r e  t o  
Major WATKE? 

A. No, sir. He w a s  q u i t e  upse t  about it and I 
b e l i e v e  he s a i d  he  was going t o  r e p o r t  it, b u t  whether 
o r  n o t  he d i d  I cannot say.  
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Q. You have no personal  knowledge? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q, He d id  say  t h a t  he was going t o  r e p o r t  it though? 

A.  He was q u i t e  upse t  about it and I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  
he was going t o  r e p o r t  it. Whether he d i d  o r  no t ,  I do n o t  
know. 

Did he communicate t h i s  t o  you on t h e  r ad io?  

A. No, s ir .  I would say it was back a f t e r  t h e  
mission. 

Q You d i d  not  s e e  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON land 
a longs ide  t h i s  d i t c h  because of a t a i l  r o t o r  problem, o r  
p ick  up something o u t  of t h e  d i t c h ?  

A.  No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. I f  he had, and you would have been f l y i n g  t h e  
low gun a t  t h a t  t ime,  would you have r e c a l l e d  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I would have, sir. 

Q. Could t h i s  have t r a n s p i r e d  dur ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  
you were f l y i n g  t h e  people from the  bunker t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
a r e a ,  when you w e r e  f l y i n g  them back t o  t h e  southwest of My 
La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  That could have been, s i r ,  b u t  from my under
s tanding  he took t h e  c h i l d  t o  Quang Ngai, and i f  he  had 
been gone t h a t  l eng th  of t i m e  I would have known it. 

Q. According t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, he d i d  
t a k e  t h e  c h i l d  t o  Quang Ngai. Do you r e c a l l  another  H-23 
a r r i v i n g  on s t a t i o n ?  

A.  A s  I remember it, s i r ,  he was t h e  only  23 working 
t h a t  day. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  only 23 we had f l y i n g  
t h a t  day. They might have been switching o f f  p i l o t s  b u t  
I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q- There was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  another.  H-23 w a s  
supposed t o  have come down i n  t h e  morning, and t h e r e  is 
no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it ever  a r r i v e d .  This is  why I ' m  ask 
i n g  i f  you r e c a l l  working wi th  someone e l s e  o r  another  
H-23 t h a t  af ternoon.  
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A. No, sir. THOMPSON was t h e  only one t h a t  I 
r e c a l l  working with.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ Dot t i e  and 
having lunch a t  LZ Dot t i e  with THOMPSON? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember it. T h a t ' s  where 
we a t e  lunch every day and apparent ly  we d i d  e a t  t h e r e .  

a.  	 Do you r e c a l l  any conversat ion t h a t  took p lace  
a f t e r  you landed? 

A. 	 No, s ir .  I don ' t .  

Q I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  f o r  j u s t  a minute, 
now. You have j u s t  gone through q u i t e  an experience he re  
where you have seen a l a r g e  number of noncombatants, women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  k i l l e d ,  and i r r e s p e c t i v e  of how they  were 
k i l l e d ,  it can only a f f e c t  somebody. So it would appear ,  
a t  l e a s t  t o  me, t h a t  when you re tu rned  you would t a l k  t o  
somebody about it, even though it was i d l e  conversa t ion ,  
t a l k  t o  your o t h e r  guns, o r  t a l k  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 
But j u s t  t o  go back and land t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and r e f u e l  it, 
does t h a t  seem normal? 

A. S i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  I t a l k e d  with someone. I don' t 
remember who. I don' t  remember who, bu t  I probably d id .  

Q Is t h e  word "sure"  proper ,  o r  d i d  you t h i n k  
t h a t  maybe you d id?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I would have t a l k e d  t o  someone b u t  
I do n o t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anyone. 
Q. 	 Did you go t o  s e e  t h e  chapla in  about t h i s  time? 

A. 	 No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h e  chaplain.  

Q- Did you r e p o r t  what you saw t o  anybody a t  any
time? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  remember making a formal r e p o r t .  

Q. 	 Do you remember making an informal  r e p o r t ?  

No, sir.  

O r  g iv ing  it verba l ly  t o  anybody? 

No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q - I w i l l  again r e t u r n  t o  your C I D  s ta tement  
(Exhib i t  S-1) .  The ques t ion  was put  t o  you a f t e r  My L a i  
( 4 ) :  "Did you r e p o r t  t h e  excess ive  k i l l i n g  t o  anyone?" ' 

Your response was: "Yes, I and a l l  t h e  p i l o t s  complained 
about t h i s  t o  our  commanding o f f i c e r . "  

Do you remember making t h a t  s ta tement? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. I d o n ' t  
remember making a complaint t o  the  commanding o f f i c e r .  
I ' m  s u r e  I made t h e  s ta tement ,  s i r ,  I remember s i g n i n g  
it and everything b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  
saying t h a t  t o  t h e  C I D  man. I f  i t ' s  t h e r e ,  I s a i d  it. 

Q. You signed i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  I t  could be only  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  you 
must have made t h e  s ta tement .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  Would you say t h a t  t h i s  s ta tement  is  i n  e r r o r ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I would. I do no t  remember making a 
complaint t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r .  

Q .  Did you make a complaint t o  any of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  with whom you worked? For 
example, you were an a i r c r a f t  commander. You a l s o  had 
some o f f i c e r s  who were, some of whom may have been, a i r 
c r a f t  commanders, some of whom may n o t  have been a i r c r a f t  
commanders b u t  they  flew c o p i l o t s  and s o  f o r t h .  Did you 
t e l l  any of them about t h i s ?  

A .  I ' m  s u r e  we probably t a lked  about it f o r  weeks 
a f t e r  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it, sir.  

Q. Were you ever  quest ioned by anybody concerning 
t h i s  inc iden t?  A s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  a s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ,  wi th  
t h e  understanding t h a t  t h i s  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  whi le  you were t h e r e  make a sworn 
s ta tement  under oa th?  

A .  No, sir.  
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Q *  Did you know t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n c i 
dent  was under way i n  Task Force Barker,  w i t h i n  t h e  11th  
~ r i g a d e ,and w i t h i n  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  no t  know t h e r e  w a s .  

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you probably t a l k e d  t o  
o t h e r  people about t h i s .  What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  
p i l o t s  and t h e  u n i t  personnel concerning t h i s  inc iden t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  a t t i t u d e  of most o f  t h e  
people. I do know t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON w a s  q u i t e  upse t .  

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a f t e rwards ,  M r .  MILLIANS. 
Did they f e e l  a s  though t h i s  was a g r e a t  ope ra t ion?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  a message from General 
WESTMORELAND congra tu la t ing  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion 
and personnel  .of Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  accomp
l ishments of t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  Not t o  my knowledge, I d idn l t. 

Q. You do no t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  one on your company 
b u l l e t i n  board? 

No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: When you were i n  Vietnam, d i d  you from time 
t o  time w r i t e  t o  people,  t o  home, about t h e  experiences 
you were having? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  them t o o  much what 
was happening. I could have, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q With respec t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  of  16 March 
1 9 6 8 ,  d i d  you e v e r  have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  you wanted t o  g e t  
it o f f  your ches t?  E i t h e r  with those  w i t h  whom you 
operated o r  wi th  someone with whom you corresponded 
e i t h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  o r  back i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember what my f e e l i n g s  
were a t  t h e  time whether I wanted t o  t a l k  about it o r  
f o r g e t  it o r  what. I d o n ' t  know what my f e e l i n g s  were. 
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  w r i t i n g  t o  anyone a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  w r i t i n g  t o  anyone. 

Q You d i d  say t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  cons iderable  con
ve r sa t ion  about it i n  t h e  pe r iod  following it; d i d n ' t  you? 

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I would say t h e r e  w a s .  Y e s ,  sir. 


Q And you remained t h e r e  u n t i l  June of 1968. 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q Which w a s  about 3 more months? 


A. Yes, sir.  


Q And a t  t h a t  time you were t r a n s f e r r e d  where? 


A. I w a s  medevac'd back from Vietnam, sir.  

Q You, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  were brought back t o  a h o s p i t a l
back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  

Yes, sir.  For t  Gordon. 

Q Were t h e r e  any members of your u n i t  t h a t  w e r e  
t h e r e  with you? 

A. I n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. 

A .  NO, sir.  

I0: I have here  a document, wi tness  s ta tement ,  p lace :  
For t  Wolters , Texas ; name : MILLIANS , Daniel Richard; grade: 
Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  2 ;  d a t e :  7 November 1969. I would 
l i k e  t o  have t h i s  s ta tement  en te red  i n t o  t h e  r ecord  as an 
e x h i b i t. 
RCDR: This  s ta tement  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  r ecord  and 
w i l l  be marked as  ~ x h i b i tS-1. 

10: Do you have any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  ask? 
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MR WEST: M r .  MILLIANS, do you know Captain LIVINGSTON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I do. 


Q- Captain LIVINGSTON a l s o  gave a  s ta tement  

( ~ x h i b i tS-2) t o  t h e  C I D  on t h e  4 th  of t h i s  month, no t  
very long ago, and he s t a t e s  t h a t  he a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h i s  mission providing support  t o  Task Force Barker ' s  
opera t ion  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968. 
Was he a member of your company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  He w a s  i n  t h e  123d. 


Q A l l  r i g h t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was p a r t  of a 

gunship on recon duty i n  support  of Task Force Barker 
and t h a t  he was f l y i n g  over o r  near  H i l l  85 south of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  dur ing  an a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  f i r e ,  dur ing  t h e  
t ime t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t roops  were being l i f t e d  i n t o  the  
a r e a  by chopper. Does t h i s  seem t o  be about t h e  same 
time you were t h e r e  on s t a t i o n  f l y i n g  t h e  low gun? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n .  

Q Could you account f o r  t h i s  s ta tement  by Captain 
LIVINGSTON? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he was f l y i n g  o r  no t ,  s i r .  

Q. You s a i d  t h e r e  was an a l t e r n a t e  team-

I 0 : ( In te rpos ing)  Could he n o t  have been a c o p i l o t  
i n  t h e  high gun? 

MR WEST: I was working i n t o  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  you e a r l i e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Major WATKE was f l y i n g  wi th  you. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You s t a t e d  a l s o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
a l t e r n a t e  team t o  cover t h e  H-23. 

A .  Yes, sir.  W e  had f o u r  gunships. 

Q. Do you know whether o r  not  Captain LIVINGSTON 
was i n  one of t h e s e  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t e  teams, one of t h e  o t h e r  
gunships? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. Could he have been p i l o t  of t h e  high gunship? 
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A.  H e  could have very we l l  have been. I don 't 
know, s ir .  

Q. He s t a t e s  f u r t h e r :  "I was f l y i n g  a s  a  covering
s h i p  f o r  M r .  THOMPSON who w a s  i n  an OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r .  
was f l y i n g  about a hundred f e e t  above him and t o  t h e  s i d e . "  

Would t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  he was a low gun 
o r  a high gun? 

A .  One hundred f e e t  above him and t o  t h e  s i d e ?  

Q That 's what he s a i d .  

A .  That would i n d i c a t e  a low gun, sir. 

Q. You j u s t  have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  whether Captain 
LIVINGSTON was t h e r e  t h a t  day and he lp ing  t o  provide  t h e  
support?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. H e  was n o t  i n  t h e  s h i p  t h e r e  with you? 

A. He wasn ' t  i n i t i a l l y ,  sir.  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  
I flew with Major WATKE f o r  t h e  f i r s t  per iod  t h a t  we flew 
t h a t  morning. 

Q When you re tu rned  t o  s t a t i o n  around 1030 and 
were reconning over  My Lai  (4), I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  
you c o u l d n ' t  remember t h e  name of your c o p i l o t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  The second t i m e  I came back? 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember who I was f l y i n g  
with.  

Q Could you g ive  us a l i s t  of names w h i ~ h ~ m i g h t  
inc lude  your c o p i l o t  because w e  would l i k e  t o  know who was 
wi th  you a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  There w a s  Warrant O f f i c e r  BROWN, b u t  he has a l 
ready s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  t h e r e  s o  it wouldn't  be him. 

10: How do you know t h a t ?  

A. He was a t  t h e  C I D  t h e  same day, s ir .  W e  a l l  
went up t h e r e  toge the r .  
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Q* A l l  went where? 

A. F o r t  Wolters,  t h e  provos t  o f f i c e .  Warrant 
o f f i c e r  BROWN and Warrant O f f i c e r  POTEETE. 

Q e  
  What d i d  Warrant O f f i c e r  POTEETE say? 

A. H e  s a i d  he was n o t  t h e r e .  
  

Q - He was no t  t h e r e  t o  f l y  then? 
  

COL WILSON: By t h a t  do you mean he was n o t  t h e r e  t o  t ake  
p a r t  i n  t h e  mission? 

A. No, sir.  They s a i d  they d i d  n o t  t ake  p a r t  i n  
t h e  mission. They d i d  no t  g ive  a s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D .  

10: Would Warrant O f f i c e r  BAKER mean anything t o  
you a s  f a r  as t h i s  i n c i d e n t  is  concerned? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  company b u t  I do n o t  know whether 
he was t h e r e  o r  no t .  

MR WEST: Do you have a company r o s t e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. One t h a t  was i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  I do n o t  have a r o s t e r ,  no. 

10: Within your f l i g h t  r ecord ,  M r .  MILLIANS, would 
they have a record  of who was f l y i n g  and what h e l i c o p t e r  
a t  what time? 

A. No, sir.  They have j u s t  myself i n  my own 
records ,  my f l i g h t  t i m e  i n  t h e r e  a s  f a r  as showing-

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I know your log.  I ' m  w e l l  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  one. I'm t a l k i n g  about the  records  
back i n  your opera t ions  o f f i c e  t h a t  must log t h e  time and 
so  f o r t h  f o r  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e s e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  It does no t  i n  my l o g  show who I was f l y i n g  
with.  It  would have t o  be i n  t h e i r  log.  

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  record show t h a t  t h e  C I D  r e p o r t  from 
which I read  dur ing  c e r t a i n  ques t ioning  of M r .  MILLIANS 
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i s  a s t a t ement ,  a C I D  wi tness  s t a t ement ,  da ted  4 December 
1969, taken from Captain Brian William LIVINGSTON a t  For t  
Hood, Texas. P lease  e n t e r  it i n t o  t h e  record  and give it 
an e x h i b i t  number. 

RCDR : The s ta tement  by Captain LIVINGSTON is e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  S-2,  

I0: Have you r e t a i n e d  copies  of your pe r sona l  f l i g h t  
log?  

A. Yes, sir.  I had them when I g o t  medevac'd back. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  I s t i l l  have them o r  n o t .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  
F o r t  Wolters has copies  of my f l i g h t  time i n  Vietnam, o r  
a complete copy. 

Q - This l o g  you're  keeping, is  it comparable t o  
a p i l o t ' s  log  t h a t  you would normally use i n  a fixed-wing 
type  of a i r c r a f t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, s ir .  You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  book type  
t h a t  you f i l l  ou t  each day? 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  No, s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t .  I t ' s  an Army form, DA o r  

DD 759. I t ' s  s t r i c t l y  an Army form. I t ' s  n o t  k e p t  by me. 

I t ' s  kep t  by t h e  Army and given t o  me every month o r  so.  


Q - I see .  This is  n o t  your personal  p i l o t ' s  log
then? 

A. No, sir. They have a t r u e  copy and I have a 
personal  copy. 

MR WEST: What w a s  t h e  makeup of t h e  crew on t h e  type  of 
s h i p  you were f l y i n g ,  t h e  gunship? 

Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  Well, what I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
a t  i s  d i d  you have gunners wi th  you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How many? 

A. A r i g h t  and a l e f t  doorgunner and a p i l o t .  
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Q . What was t h e  grade of t h e s e  gunners? Were they
e n l i s t e d  men? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  E n l i s t e d  men. 
 

Q Do you know t h e i r  names, t h e  men t h a t  were 
 
0 

f l y i n g  wi th  you t h a t  day? 

A .  No, s i r .  I su re  d o n ' t .  
  

Q You have given cons iderable  testimony about t h e  
  
0 

bodies  t h a t  you saw i n  and around t h e  hamlet a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  
Am I c o r r e c t  i n  be l i ev ing  t h a t  you made a l l  t h e s e  s i g h t i n g s  
a f t e r  you came back on s t a t i o n  t h e  second t ime,  a £ t e r  1030. 

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  10 :30, s i r .  I c a n ' t  say whether 
it was t h e  second t ime,  t h i r d  t ime,  four th  time-- 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  It was a f t e r  1 030. Now, when 
you were f i r s t  on s t a t i o n  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  
during t h a t  time you were on s t a t i o n ,  d i d  you s e e  t h e s e  
bodies ,  these  same bod ies ,  on t h e  ground, t h e  bodies  i n  
t h e  d i t c h  and so  f o r t h ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d id  no t .  

Q 4  A r e  you a b l e  t o  s t a t e  whether o r  no t  they were 
t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  observe t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ground a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  W e  were south of  t h e  road. 
  
I d i d n ' t  observe t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  ground. 
 

MR WEST: Okay, t h a t  ' s a l l .  
  

I0: Colonel MILLER? 
 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 
 

I0 : Colonel WILSON? 
 

COL WILSON: Did you s e e  t h i s  co lored  s e r g e a n t  who f i r e d  i n t o  
  
t h e  ditch.? Did you s e e  him before  you glanced back over  your 
 
shoulder  through t h e  cargo door? Did you s e e  him before? 
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A. You mean i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  o r  i n  t h a t  loca t ion?  
No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d id .  

Q This  was your f i r s t  observa t ion  of  him. Did 
t h e  176th have any d i s t i n c t i v e  markings l i k e  t h e  Sharks? 

A. Not as  n o t i c e a b l e ,  s ir .  They had some mark
i ng  on t h e i r  nose,  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  n o t  as n o t i c e a b l e  o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Were they c a l l e d  t h e  Muskets? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q Could t h i s  a c t i o n ,  t h e s e  a c t i o n s ,  have occurred 
where t h e  a i r c r a f t  were landing  and t ak ing  o f f  and s o  
f o r t h  without  t h e  TOC knowing about it, without  t h e  company 
TOC knowing t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  were landing and t a k i n g  o f f ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  understand t h e  ques t ion ,  s ir .  

Q When t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  when t h e  2 3  and your a i r 
c r a f t  and t h e  base h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down on t h e  ground 
removing t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and s o  f o r t h ,  would it be normal 
t o  communicate and t e l l  your t a c t i c a l  ope5ations c e n t e r  
what you were doing? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  we made a p r a c t i c e  of t e l l i n g  
opera t ions  what we were doing o r  n o t ,  s i r .  I wouldn ' t  
t h ink  so.  We d i d  it q u i t e  o f t e n .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  
made a p r a c t i c e  of  it. I 'm n o t  su re .  

Q Would M r .  THOMPSON o r  t h e  H-23  be aware of t h e  
gunship replacement? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q The gunship being replaced ,  he would be aware 
of  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I f  we were going t o  change teams w e  
would have him climb up t o  a s a f e  a l t i t u d e .  

I 0 : Do you have any more ques t ions?  

COL WILSON: No, s ir .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

10: Colonel FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  MILLIANS, d i d  you say t h a t  you w e r e  
making a right-hand t u r n ?  You a r e  i n  t h e  right-hand s e a t ,  
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and you saw t h a t  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You a r e  making a r ight-hand t u r n  and you saw him a t  
about 100 feet--meters? 

A .  No. I b e l i e v e  I s a i d  75 t o  100. 

Q You mean t o  t e l l  me t h a t  you a r e  i n  a r ight-hand bank, 
and t h a t  l e f t  door goes way up, and you a r e  i n  a t u r n  going t h i s  
way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and you can look o u t  and s e e  s t r i p e s ,  and s e e  a 
round f i r e d ,  and s e e  a head h i t ?  Is t h i s  r e a l l y  p o s s i b l e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  maybe w e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  f a r  away. That was 
a guess.  W e  w e r e  i n  a right-hand t u r n  and it w a s  n o t  a s t e e p  
bank. I could look over  my l e f t  shou lde r  and o u t  t h e  cargo door. 

Q. This  i s  r e a l l y  t e r r i b l y  impor tan t .  A r e  you s u r e ,  are 
you p o s i t i v e ,  t h a t  you saw approximately 100 what you considered 
noncombatants dead i n  My Lai ( 4 )  v i l l a g e ?  A r e  you s u r e  about  
t h a t ?  

A. One hundred o v e r a l l ?  

Q. O r  75, b u t  a g r e a t  mass of people? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I ' m  s u r e .  

Q. Okay. When you were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  h igh  s h i p  and 
you mentioned s e v e r a l  t i m e s  about t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t hose  people 
t o  c a l l  down, your t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  and you must be ex
c i t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  p i l o t .  It must have had an em-
motional e f f e c t  on you, would it n o t ,  s e e i n g  a l l  t h e s e  dead 
people ,  t h e s e  k i d s  and t h e s e  women? 

A. I imagine it would. Yes, s i r .  

Q. A r e n ' t  you t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  w i t h  your  co
p i l o t  t h e r e ?  And you've go t  it, and h e ' s  go t  it,  and you 
a r e  changing over  t h e  c o n t r o l s  of t h i s  t h i n g .  And t h e n ,  when 
you l a n d ,  wouldn ' t  you be t a l k i n g  t o  him and t h e  c r e w  ch ie f  
and t h e  gunner? You never  saw an act l i k e  t h i s  i n  your whole 
l i f e ,  d i d  you? 

A. No, s ir .  I haven ' t .  

Q o  And y e t ,  you a r e  i n  a smal l  u n i t  maybe 30 
p i l o t s  and you c a n t t  remember who t h a t  p i l o t  was t h a t  was 
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f l y i n g  with you i n  t h i s  t h i n g  which you have never  seen  be
f o r e  i n  your l i f e ?  

A. 	 No, sir. I cannot. 

How can you exp la in  t h a t ?  

I don' t know, s i r ,  but  I cannot remember. 

Q M r .  POTEETE, $s he a good f r i e n d  of yours? 

H e ' s  a very good f r i e n d ,  sir.  

Did you t a l k  t o  him a l o t ?  

I t a l k e d  t o  him q u i t e  a b i t .  Yes, sir.  

Q Did you recount  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  th ings  you s a w  t h i s  
day t o  M r .  POTEETE? 

A. 	 I ' m  su re  he knows t h e  s t o r y ,  sir. 

Q. Did a l l  the p i l o t s  i n  t h e  company r e a l l y  know t h i s  
s t o r y ,  r ega rd less  of whether they  were t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  from 
t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. 	 I would imagine they  do. Yes, sir.  

Q What w a s  your f e e l i n g  a s  t o  what happened i n  My 
Lai  Vi l l age ,  what 1/20 d i d  down t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of people k i l l e d .  It 
was a bad day a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q - 	 You people t a l k  a l o t  more s t r o n g e r  than  t h a t .  What 
was r e a l l y  your f e e l i n g ,  i n  your r e a l  words now. This i s  n o t  
a formal board here.  In  your mind, what d i d  you t h i n k  had 
r e a l l y  happened t h e r e  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  Your opinion.  

A. 	 I j u s t  thought it 'never should have happened. I 
d i d n ' t  know why it happened, b u t  it d id .  It should have 
never happened. T h a t ' s  my f e e l i n g s .  

Q 	 Did you e v e r  hear  anybody use t h e  term "massacre"? 

A. Not u n t i l  t h i s  t h i n g  came up. 


Q It was never used by t h e  p i l o t s  o r  anybody? 
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A. No, s ir .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

I0: Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i v e  term which might 
have been used such a s  a " s l augh te r "?  

A. No. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q "Murder "? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q Did it appear unusual t o  you and your p i l o t s  t h a ta 

a f t e r  a given pe r iod  of t ime,  l e t ' s  say  a  week o r  10 days ,  
t h a t  no th ing  had been done about  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it appeared unusual ,  s i r .  I 
d i d n ' t  know what should have been done about  it. 

0Q Did you eve r  r ece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from your 
commanding o f f i c e r  o r  from anybody else t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h i s  ma t t e r  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  and i n  t h e  meantime, 
u n t i l  such t i m e  when t h e  f a c t s  were determined, t h a t  people  
s h o u l d n ' t  unnecessa r i ly  t a l k  about i t ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q Was t h e r e  a l o t  of t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  i n  t h e  bar 
r acks ,  o r  i n  your b i l l e t s ,  I should say?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I would say t h e r e  would be.  

Q No, I ' m  only ask ing  i n  your opin ion  what you can 
r e c o l l e c t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  between you p i l o t s  
and t h e  o t h e r  members of your o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any d i s t i n c t  d i scuss ion  a s  t o  
what happened i n  t h e  ba r racks .  I remember, t hey  used t o  g ive  
us a b r i e f i n g  of  what was happening i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Some 
l i e u t e n a n t  from d i v i s i o n  would come down t o  us and b r i e f  us 
on how many k i l l s  w e  had t h i s  week and t h i s  month and a l l  t h i s  
s t u f f .  I remember t h e  whole company was i n  t h e  mess h a l l  
The l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  us how many k i l l s  w e  had t h i s  week and 
some of t h e  EM s t a r t e d  p ip ing  up and say ing  s t u f f  about wo
men and k i d s ,  and "are  you count ing those?"  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  
I remember Major WATKE p u t t i n g  a s t o p  t o  it. I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  words. 

Q. May I have a copy of t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ' s  
newspaper? 

(MILLIANS) 53 APP T-16 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


RCDR : Newspaper, s i r ?  

10: YOU do n o t  have a copy of t h a t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record? 

RCDR : No, sir. We d o n ' t .  

I 0 : Do you r e c a l l  a copy of t h e  newspaper from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  w r i t i n g  up t h e  opera t ion  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  t h a t  a r e a  
on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

I 0 : M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: M r .  MILLIANS, with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  a r e a  photo
graph, would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate f l i g h t  pa th  of t h e  
l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  a s  you observed *em coming i n t o  t h e  landing  
zone while  you were a i rborne  wi th  Major WATKE? 

A. A l l  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  i s  they were landing  nor th .  

Q Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  f l i g h t ?  

A. To t h e  n o r t h ,  sir.  

Q To t h e  nor th  and i n d i c a t e  approximately over  the-
proceeding over  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t h a t  you have marked wi th  
10 bodies--proceeding r i g h t  over  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  landing  
zone? 

A. Well, i f  t h i s  wasn ' t  t h e  landing  zone t h e n  they  
d i d n ' t  .come r i g h t  over  t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I guess they  came 
o u t  over. here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q You were south of  t h e  road wi th  Major WATKE. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q From your experience would you normally,  see ing  
a f l i g h t  of l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n t o  a landing  zone 
f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  wes t ,  would you normally have s t ayed  a good 
d e a l  o u t  of t h e  way t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. We wouldn't  f l y  d i r e c t l y  under them. No, sir. 
We would s t a y  c l e a r  of them. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  moment t h e  
l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  were c ross ing  t h e  road and going t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  what your approximate l o c a t i o n  was? South of t h e  
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road and e a s t  of t h e  f l i g h t  p a t t e r n ?  

A. I would say d e f i n i t e l y  south  of t h e  road and t o  
the e a s t  of t h e  f l i g h t  p a t t e r n .  

Q o  How f a r  e a s t  of t h e  f l i g h t  p a t t e r n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  sir. 

Q- P a s t  H i l l  85? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  s ir .  I n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of 
H i l l  85 around t h e  north-northeas t end probably. 

MR WALSH: I have no o t h e r  ques t ions .  

10: Does anybody e l s e  have any ques t ions  they  would 
l i k e  t o  address  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  MILLIANS? 

(Negative response.  ) 

M r .  MILLImS, we apprec ia te  your being he re  
with us today and what information you have provided us .  
When you l eave  h e r e ,  you may r e c a l l  something i n  add i t ion  
t o  what you i n d i c a t e d  t o  us today. You ' l l  be th ink ing  
back over ,  p u t t i n g  down t h e  marks on t h e  map as  t o  what 
you s a i d .  I f  a t  any time you f e e l  t h e r e  i s  something 
which bears  upon t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which we a r e  conduct 
ing t o  determine i f  t h i s  t h i n g  has been properly i n v e s t i 
gated and repor ted  upon, o r  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  has been 
any a t tempt  t o  cover t h i s  a c t i o n  up, e i t h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  
u n i t  i t s e l f ,  and f o r  t h a t  mat ter  even wi th in  'your  a s s a u l t  
h e l i c o p t e r  company, your aero-scout  company, o r  any o t h e r  
u n i t  t h a t  may have had knowledge of what was going on, 
whether t h e r e  was a d e l i b e r a t e  attempt t o  cover t h i s  
a c t i o n  up, i f  you have any l e a d  o r  any information of  t h i s  
n a t u r e ,  we would l i k e  you t o  immediately g e t  i n  touch w i t h  
t h i s  o f f i c e .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. I f  you have any o t h e r  document, any memorandum, 
i f  you have any l e t t e r s ,  i f  you have any papers ,  i f  you 
have any maps, i f  you have any photos o r  any mate r i a l s  
which may b e a r  upon t h i s ,  we would l i k e  t o  have them. I ' m  
su re  you understand t h e  importance and g r a v i t y  of what we 
are t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  here .  So, I would ask you t o  do 
a l o t  of mental searching  and s o u l  searching  i n  o r d e r  t o  
a s s i s t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  be fo re  we r e c e s s ,  
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I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  make any s t a t e -  
ment o r  t o  provide any a d d i t i o n a l  information which you 
might have and which you t h i n k  might be h e l p f u l  t o  us.  

A .  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any. Do you have a 
company r o s t e r  here?  

Q. We w i l l  g e t  one and w i l l  show it t o  you tomorrow. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  C I D  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of M r .  
MILLIANS,  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  add a s  e x h i b i t s  t h e  ske tch  
which M r .  MILLIANS had prepared and which was a t t ached  t o  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  taken by Colonel WILSON of t h e  O f f i c e  of  
The Inspec to r  General. I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  add f o r  t h e  
record  t h e  green ink  ske tch  which M r .  MILLIANS has made a s  
a supplement t o  h i s  marks and i n d i c a t i o n s  upon t h e  a e r i a l  
photo. 

RCDR : These w i l l  be  added t o  t h e  record  and marked 
a s  Exh ib i t s  0-2 and 0-3. The photograph w i l l  be Exh ib i t  
P-48. 
 

10: This  hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  u n t i l  0900 hours 
tomorrow morning. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1852 hours ,  11 December 
1969).  

(Following r e c e s s ,  CW2 MILLIANS drew a comrnuni
c a t i o n s  diagram f o r  t h e  aero-scout team as  reques ted ,  which 
w a s  then  rec ieved i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  0-6.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MOE, Thelmar A.  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S e c t i o n  Leader ,  L i f t  
P l a t o o n ,  Company B ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
a .  Capta in  MOE's r e c a l l  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of 16 March, a l t h o u g h  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he  remembered 
be ing  c a l l e d  i n  t o  d e s t r o y  mor ta r  rounds found on H i l l  85 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  on t h a t  day he saw a l a r g e  number 
o f  people  moving down Highway 521 (pgs  . 29, 50) . H e  added 
t h a t  he  thought  t h a t  Major WATKE was f l y i n g  a s l i c k  on t h a t  
day,  b u t  may have been f l y i n g  a gunship (pgs .  5 ,  2 1 ,  2 6 ) .  

b .  Radio conversa t ions  r e c a l l e d  by t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he hea rd  a r a d i o  con
v e r s a t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  30 t o  40 bod ies  were seen  on 
t h e  ground i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  5 ,  6)  . Also 
hea rd  was a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  (pgs .  6 ,  4 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he hea rd  a r e p o r t  
from t h e  s k e e t e r  concerning t h e  people  moving down t h e  
highway s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  were on ly  women and c h i l d r e n  ( p g . 3 0 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  a l s o  overheard  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  M r .  THOMPSON a t  t h e  bunker.  However, h i s  
r e c a l l  of  what occur red  t h e r e  came from a l a t e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
wi th  THOMPSON (pg. 4 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  he hea rd  
a t r a n s m i s s i o n  from Rawhide 6 (Colonel  HENDERSON] t h a t  h e  d i d  
n o t  want any unnecessary  k i l l i n g  (pgs. 31, 3 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he  heard  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w h i l e  i n  t h e  
a i r  o r  a t  t h e  Landing Zone D o t t i e  TOC (pg. 3 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
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noted  t h a t  he remembered an i n c i d e n t  when t h e  s k e e t e r  s u f f e r e d  
a  b lade  s t r i k e  and a n o t h e r  s h i p  was brought  down from Chu 
La i  by Capta in  LLOYD, b u t  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  
it occur red  on t h e  day o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 32) . H e  s t a t e d  
f u r t h e r  t h a t  he hea rd  no unusual  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  on t h e  a f t e r -  
noon o f  t h e  day o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 52) . 
2 .  REPORTS OF AN I N C I D E N T  AT MY LAI. 

a .  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  him o f  
l a n d i n g  and hav ing  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  a f r i e n d l y  o f f i c e r  
about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  i n  a bunker.  The o f f i c e r  t h r e a t e n e d  
t o  k i l l  t h e s e  peop le ,  b u t  THOMPSON s t a t e d  t h a t  he  managed 
t o  evacua te  them. The w i t n e s s  noted  t h a t  THOMPSON was 
ext remely  u p s e t  by t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  day (pgs .  7 ,  46, 4 7 ) .  
M r .  THOMPSON a l s o  t o l d  of  s e e i n g  100 t o  150 bod ies  which a l s o  
u p s e t  him, b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he a t t r i b u t e d  t h e s e  t o  
a r t i l l e r y  and gunships  i n  h i s  own mind (pgs .  45-47, 4 9 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w e r e  w i t h  
THOMPSON d u r i n g  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  (pg. 36 ) . 

b .  Other  in fo rmat ion  hea rd  bv t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he heard  of  a d i t c h  w i t h  
many bod ies  i n  i t ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  t h i s  
in fo rmat ion  came from THOMPSON (pg. 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
a l s o  hea rd  from o t h e r  p i l o t s ,  p o s s i b l y  L i e u t e n a n t  WALKER, o r  
Warrant O f f i c e r s  EZELL, BROWN, BAKER, and MILLIANS t h a t  many 
bod ies  were s e e n  a long t h e  road (pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  THOMPSON mention a  Negro 
s o l d i e r  s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s  i n  a d i t c h  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  no ted  
t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  on c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a f t e r  he 
r e t u r n e d  t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  n o t  whi le  he was a i r b o r n e  
(pg.  4 0 ) .  

c. Reports  t o  Major WATKE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  n o t  r e c a l l  a  
l eng thy  c o n v e r s a t i o n  between M r .  THOMPSON and Major WATKE, 
b u t  he  added t h a t  when he  was speaking w i t h  THOMPSON, WATKE 
may have been p r e s e n t .  He d i d  r e c a l l  t h e  mention of  t h e  
bunker wi th  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 6 ) . H e  d i d  s t a t e  
t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  Major WATKE had t h e  same in fo rmat ion  t h a t  
he  hea rd  h imse l f '  (pg.  9 )  . 
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d .  Reports  t o  persons  o u t s i d e  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though he had no p e r s o n a l  
knowledge t h a t  Major WATKE r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonels  HOLLADAY and BARKER, he f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  he d i d  r e p o r t  
it (pgs.  7 ,  9 ,  4 1 )  . The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  he was n o t  aware 
of  THOMPSON r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  anyone o u t s i d e  t h e  
company (pg. 4 8 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew o f  no 
r e p o r t  from any a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  be ing  s e n t  forward 
(pg.  1 0 ) .  

e .  Discuss ion  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  company. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  company and t h e  mention o f  un
necessa ry  k i l l i n g .  He r e c a l l e d  Major WATKE speaking of  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion  
(pgs .  10 ,  11). 

3 .  INVESTIGATIONS OF THE I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  Major WATKE had t o l d  him t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  p r o g r e s s  (pg.  1 2 )  . He s t a t e d  
t h a t  WATKE d i d  t e l l  t h e  men t o  s t o p  s p r e a d i n g  rumors and t o  
h o l d  down t h e  t a l k  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was 
done n o t  t o  suppress  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  t o  keep t h e  i n c i d e n t  
from h u r t i n g  t h e  morale o f  t h e  t r o o p s  (pg.  1 4 )  . He t e s t i f i e d  
f u r t h e r  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  Colonel  BARKER s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  
would look i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  when t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  w a s  made (pg .  4 2 )  . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The award f o r  THOMPSON'S a c t i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON d e s i r e d  t o  have 
h i s  crew members decora ted  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  on t h e  day o f  
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  S ince  it was improbable t h a t  t h e  crew members 
would g e t  an award wi thou t  THOMPSON g e t t i n g  one,someone was 
s o l i c i t e d  t o  w r i t e  up a recommendation f o r  THOMPSON (pg .52) .  
The recommendation had t o  do wi th  THOMPSON going i n t o  no-man's 
l a n d  t o  save women and c h i l d r e n .  The w i t n e s s  h imsel f  wrote  
up t h e  a c t u a l  award (pgs. 6 ,  7 ,  50 ,  52) . 

b .  Others  spoken t o  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  had spoken t o  Major 
SABRE and Capta in  CARLSON about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  it f i r s t  
appeared i n  t h e  p r e s s  (pg.  3) . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1345 hour s ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 
 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, LTC BAUER, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Captain  Thelmer A. 
MOE . 

(CPT MOE was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

RCDR: Capta in  MOE, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  
s ta te  y,our  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
b ranch ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Thelmer A. MOE, Capta in ,  U.S. Amy, 
A i r  Defense School,  F o r t  B l i s s ,  Texas. 

I0: Cap ta in  MOE, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and Chief of  S t a f f  
of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations con'cerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command, of  what i s  now commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968,  and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  
of i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had t h e  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  
and f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My L a i ,  b u t  it i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have re 
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h .  
A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  record- 
i n g  i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  verbatim no tes  
being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  na tu re  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony, 
o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

Captain MOE, t h e r e  a r e  some o t h e r  people a t  
t h i s  t a b l e  a s i d e  from myself who my address  ques t ions  
t o  you. On my immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE a c i v i l i a n  
a t to rney .  He volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  through t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  me and t o  t h e  o t h e r  
members of t h e  inqu i ry  team. On my immediate r i g h t  is  
Colonel PATTERSON, and beyond him i s  Colonel F R A N K L I N ,  
and beyond him i s  Colonel BAUER. These i n d i v i d u a l s  have 
been designated by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army t o  
assist me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They l ikewise ,  may 
address  ques t ions  t o  you. 

I th ink  you should know, however, t h a t  i n  
t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances 
and making t h e  recommendations t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
and t o  the  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your t e s t i -  
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  may be re 
qu i red  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you 
may be requi red  so  t o  do be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. You a r e  caut ioned 
t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  . 
v. Cal ley,  t h a t  your appearance here  would i n  no way 
a f f e c t  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  To t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge you have no t  been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  I have n o t .  

Q Capta in  MOE, would you i n d i c a t e  what your  
du ty  assignment w a s  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e  l i f t  p l a t o o n ,  o r  s ec 
t i o n  l e a d e r ,  I should  say.  That  was probably j u s t  a 
few days b e f o r e ,  I became t h e  company o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  
s o  i t ' s  k ind  of  hazy a r e a ,  as f a r  a s  what my d u t i e s  
were a t  t h a t  t i m e .  But ,  i n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  I would have 
been a l i f t  p i l o t .  

Q- How long  had you been w i t h  t h e  u n i t ?  

A: Fo r  approximately  1 month. I g o t  t h e r e  
on 15  February.  

Q And, how long  had you remained wi th  t h e  company? 

A. I w a s  w i t h  t h e  company u n t i l  August,  sir.  

Q And, t h e n  what happened? 

A. Then, I became t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r .  

Q And, you s t a y e d  t h e r e  how long? 

A. U n t i l  approximately  12 February 1969. 

Q Since  t h i s  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
has  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, about  t h e  
end of September o r  October of  1969, have you had any 
conve r sa t ions  w i th  anybody from t h e  123d Av ia t ion  Bat 
t a l i o n ,  o r  from t h e  Arnerical D i v i s i o n ,  o r  from any of 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  adv i so ry  groups,  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  may 
have had any th ing  t o  do  w i t h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No s ir ,  t h e  on ly  i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  123d 
o r  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  t h a t  I have t a l k e d  t o  a r e  Major 
SABRE now r e t i r e d ,  and a Capta in  CARLSON. And, t h e i r  
i n fo rma t ion  would be ,  about  a s  l i m i t e d  a s  mine would be.  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  hav ing  flown du r ing  t h e  course  o f  
this o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  took p l a c e  on 16 March? 

A .  .I  would have flown from Ky Ha h e l i p o r t  down t o  
LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  I do n o t  b e l i e v e ,  over  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  because,  t o  my knowledge, we d i d  n o t  
p u t  ou r  i n f a n t r y ,  anyplace  on t h e  ground,  ove r  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. You were f l y i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  day,  maybe moving 
a suppor t  p l a t o o n ,  o r  a ground p l a toon?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  o u r  own a t t a c h e d  i n f a n t r y .  

Q. That i s  t h e  p l a toon  which, I t h i n k ,  i s  commonly re
f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  "animals"?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was t h e  "animals ."  

Q. T o . r e f r e s h  your  memory, do you r e c a l l  a t  sometime 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h a t  you had an i n s e r t i o n  
on e lements ,  o r  p a r t s  of  t h e  ground element ,  t h a t  w e r e  i n 
s e r t e d  on t h e  t o p  o f ,  o r  n e a r  t h e  t o p  of H i l l  85,  t o  s e i z e  
and d e s t r o y  some mor ta r  rounds? 

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  it could  have been on t h a t  day.  
I know I went i n t o  t h a t  h i l l  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  du r ing  t h e  
course  t h a t  I w a s  t h e r e ,  and it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it w a s  t h a t  
day. I f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  very  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  i n ,  it 
would have been j u s t  e lements ,  because w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  a l l  o u r  
s h i p s  down on t h a t  s i t e .  To be hones t  w i t h  you, I do n o t  
r e c a l l  i f  it w a s  t h a t  morning o r  no t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how t h e  mor t a r  rounds w e r e  handled? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e y  w e r e  de s t royed  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

Q. You mean on t h e  t o p  o f  H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were des t royed .  

Q. Destroyed on t h e  s i t e  r a t h e r  than- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  
c a r r i e d  any of  them back. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  who l e a d  t h e  f l i g h t ?  

A. Very l i k e l y ,  it w a s  Major WATKE. I t h i n k  on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  I went i n t o  t h a t  h i l l ,  I was f l y i n g  w i t h  a 
Warrant O f f i c e r  STAPLES, i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  The t i m e  
t h a t  I r e c a l l  go ing  i n t o  H i l l  85 w a s ,  I b e l i e v e  w i t h  Warrant 
o f f i c e r  STAPLES, s i r ,  o r  else I was f l y i n g  w i t h  Major SABRE. 
But,  i t . w o u l d  p robab ly  be one o f  t h o s e  two peop le .  

Q I f  Major WATKE were l e a d i n g ,  what k i n d  o f  a s h i p
would he  have been i n ?  

A. H e  would have been i n  a U H - 1  D e l t a .  

Q H e  would have been i n  a D e l t a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  d i d  some Bravo and C h a r l i e  f l y i n g ,  
b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  some t i m e  l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t ;  a l t hough  
once a g a i n ,  I c o u l d n ' t  be  100 p e r c e n t  s u r e  t h a t  he had a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

Q When you w e r e  f l y i n g  around t h a t  day and you had 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  e l emen t s  of  t h e  ae ro - scou t  u n i t ,  d i d  you 
h e a r  of  any unusua l  happenings ,  t h a t  may have t a k e n  p l a c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I recall  h e a r i n g  something from t h e  oper 
a t i o n s  van down t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e .  They had a r a d i o  i n  t h e r e ,  
and t h e y  would t a l k  t o  p i l o t s  a s  t h e y  came back ,  t h a t  had 
been o u t  on s c o u t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q Were you working i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  van? 

A. I would s a y ,  y e s ,  w e  w e r e  a l l  on s t r i p  a l e r t ,  i f  w e  
were n o t  up i n  t h e  a i r .  And normal ly  w e  were e i t h e r  up 
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  van,  o r  down on t h e  s t r i p  w i t h  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 6 t h  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON t a l k i n g  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. A r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  o r  d i r e c t l y ?  

Q. D i r e c t l y .  

A. W e l l ,  I recall  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  some r a d i o  conversa 
t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  a good number of  b o d i e s  o v e r  h e r e ,  
and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  and t h e r e  w a s  one road  t o  t h e  w e s t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  And, y e s ,  he d i d  t a l k  t o  Major WATKE-
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Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  keep t h i s  r i g h t  i n  
focus  wh i l e  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  it. Would you r e p e a t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c o l l e c t ,  t h e  conve r sa t ions  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e s e  remarks came from 
THOMPSON o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  because h e ,  a s  t h e  s c o u t  a i r c r a f t  
p i l o t ,  would have been i n  communications w i t h  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  
t h a t  were be ing  suppor t ed  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  And, t h e  guns had 
ano the r  FM and t h e y  would t a l k  t o  him on UHF, which i s  a  
conve r sa t ion  moni tor .  And, t h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t a l k  about  
t h e  number of  pe r sonne l  l y i n g  a long  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road.  
I n s t e a d  of be ing  one o r  two, it would be i n  t h e  numbers from 
30 t o  4 0 ,  and t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

Q. Were they  t a l k i n g  about  VC, o r  what w e r e  t hey
t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Bodies ,  s i r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from VC o r  
innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  whatever  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  L a t e r  d u r i n g  
the--I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any th ing  immediately.  I can r e c a l l  
some e v e n t s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f ,  t h e r e  was t o o  much k i l l i n g  h e r e ,  
o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  was about  t h e  e x t e n t  of  
t h e  r a d i o  conve r sa t ion .  

Q. What t ime  of t h e  morning was t h a t ?  Did you h e a r  
t h i s  i n  t h e  van o r  d i d  you h e a r  it whi l e  you were f l y i n g  w i t h  
t h e  ground e lements  on t h e  t o p  o f  H i l l  85? 

A.  I t  could  have been e i t h e r ,  s i r .  I t  cou ld  have 
been e i t h e r .  I j u s t  r e c a l l  it a s  be ing  r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
t h a t  I monitored.  

Q. ~ l lr i g h t .  Go ahead,  p l e a s e .  

A. G e t t i n g  back t o  your  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  of  was I 
p r e s e n t  f o r  Major WATKE t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  THOMPSON. Very l i k e l y  
f o r  a  p o r t i o n  of i t ,  I may have been.  But any l eng thy  conver 
s a t i o n  o r  any th ing  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  no, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  
Whether Major WATKE w a s  p r e s e n t ,  o r  it w a s  j u s t  THOMPSON 
and I t a l k i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know. I r e c a l l  one i n s t a n c e ,  when 
they  t o l d  m e  about  t h e  ca se  of t h e  bunkers ,  and women, and 
c h i l d r e n ,  who were ove r  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I he lped  w r i t e  up 
an award f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t .  

Q- That w a s  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  however, t h a t  p repara-  
t i o n  of t h e  c i t i a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h i s  was p r i m a r i l y  j u s t  going ove r  t h e  
format ,  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  But ,  he commented t o  m e  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  Whether it was noon, 2 o ' c l o c k ,  4 o ' c l o c k ,  
I wou ldn ' t  have t h e  f o g g i e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  But ,  he d i d  mention 
t h a t  he  d i d  f i n d  a  number of women and c h i l d r e n .  I d o n ' t  re
c a l l  i f  he mentioned anyth ing  about  men, b u t  women and c h i l d -  
r e n ,  a t  l e a s t .  I n  bunkers ,  between where t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  were ,  
and where t hey  were a p p a r e n t l y  go ing ,  b u t  he  had landed ,  where 
t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  were, and t a l k e d  t o  an o f f i c e r  t h e r e ,  whose 
name he d i d  n o t  know, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He could  n o t  r e c a l l  it 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and I d i d n ' t  ask him a t  t h a t  t ime.  H e  d i d  s t a t e  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e s e  bunkers and 
they  should  be moved o u t .  But ,  t h e  o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground 
s a i d ,  t h e r e  was on ly  one way I know how t o  g e t  them o u t ,  
and a t  t h a t  t i m e  through one means o r  a n o t h e r ,  he  g o t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  o u t  and evacua ted  one sma l l  boy, o r  g i r l ,  o r  
someone t o  t h e  Quang Ngai H o s p i t a l .  And, t h a t ' s  what I 
recall  of  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  THOMPSON. He w a s  extremely 
unhappy w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o u t  t h e r e ,  I know t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  
it w a s  b rought  t o  Colonel  BARKER'S a t t e n t i o n  by Major WATKE. 

Q. Did THOMPSON mention anyth ing  about  s e e i n g  a  
d i t c h ,  o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  where t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  number 
o f  bodies?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  I mentioned t h a t  e a r l i e r .  I d o n ' t  
recal l  i f  he would have been t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  
t h e  on ly  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  mention t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i t c h  wi th  
a l a r g e  number of  bodies .  And, I t h i n k  t h a t  was probably on 
t h e  wes t  s i d e  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I b e l i e v e .  I guess it 
w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  when I took o v e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and it 
comes t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l o t  of  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  were do ing  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Did he say  anyth ing  about  a s e r g e a n t  o r  a co lo red  
s o l d i e r  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  where t h e  b o d i e s  were? 

A. H e  may have,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him say ing  
t h a t  t o  m e .  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any mention of  him us ing  smoke t o  
locate t h e  bod ie s  o f  people  t h a t  had been wounded s o  t h e  
ground e lements  could  p rov ide  medical  a i d ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him s p e c i f i c a l l y  ment ioning  i t ,  b u t  
anytime t h e r e  w e r e  any wounded, o r  o t h e r  wounded p e r s o n n e l  f o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t h e  man i n  t h e  s c o u t  s h i p  would mark them. So, 
I would c o n s i d e r  t h i s  u n u s u a l ,  n o t  t o  have marked them. 

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  were l o c a t e d  w e s t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  was t h e  c a s e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
be  p o s i t i v e  o f  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I t ' s  been some t i m e  now. I shou ld  
probably  l e a v e  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  o u t .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had s e e n  any b o d i e s  on 
r o a d s ,  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. Along t h e  road .  

Q- Along t h e  road?  Was t h i s  w e r e  he s a i d  he  s p o t t e d  
t h e  b o d i e s ,  o r  w e r e  t h e  b o d i e s  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

c:. J 
LO1A. W e l l ,  he s a i d ,  and once a g a i n  I ' m  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  y .1 

peop le  who w e r e  f l y i n g  gunsh ips ,  i n  my comments, b u t  I c a n ' t  
s ay  t h a t  I h e a r d  THOMPSON, s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a y  t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  came i n  and s a i d  t h a t ,  
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Anytime you see something t h a t  i s  k ind  
o f  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  y o u ' r e  ve ry  prone  t o  t a l k  abou t  it. 
And, t h e y  mentioned b o d i e s  t h a t  were o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l s o ;  once  a g a i n  t h e  mention of  b o d i e s  a long  
t h e  road  o r  i n  a d i t c h .  

Q Did you make any e f f o r t  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
t o  make a s k e t c h  o f ,  t o  p l o t  it i n  any form? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Do you remember some o f  names of  t h e  peop le  who 
t a l k e d  t o  you abou t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I though t  abou t  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e  it was on 
Monday, when I w a s  c o n t a c t e d  by t h e  C I D ,  and had t o  make a 
s t a t e m e n t  t o  them. I d i d  w r i t e  down some p o s s i b l e  names o f  
peop le  t h a t  I would have e x p e c t e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f 
i c a l l y ,  who would have been on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  s a y .  
The ones  t h a t  I would have expec ted  t o  be o u t  t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t  
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t i m e  would have been ,  probably F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t  Gerald  WALKER, 

Warrant O f f i c e r  EZELL, $robably , Warrant O f f i c e r  James BROWN, 

Warrant O f f i c e r  S c o t t  BAKER, Warrant O f f i c e r  ~ a n i e lMILLIANS,  

I b e l i e v e  it i s .  Now, from t h e  people  t h a t  I r e c a l l  be ing  a t  

t h e  company a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h o s e  would have been t h e  people  I 

b e l i e v e ,  who would have been f l y i n g  gunships  on o r  about  t h a t  

day. 


Q- These a l l  a r e  gunship p i l o t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  EZELL might j u s t  have g o t t e n  
i n t o  t h e  guns a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  it was on o r  about  t h a t  t ime.  
BAKER had a l s o  come back from an e x t e n s i o n  l e a v e ,  s o  he may 
n o t  have been i n  on t h a t  t r i p  t h a t  day,  b u t  t h a t ' s  where I ' d  
expec t  t o  f i n d  him. T h a t ' s  a l l  I could  r e a l l y  s a y  on who it 
might have been t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o .  THOMPSON I remember q u i t e  
w e l l .  

Q o  
 Did you t a l k  t o  any of  h i s  crew? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  N e i t h e r  h i s  gunner n o r  h i s  crew 

c h i e f .  


Q You s a y  you heard t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  Do you know 
what i n fo rma t ion  was passed  on t o  Major WATKE? 

A. It would have been e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same in fo rma t ion ,  

I a m  s u r e ,  on ly  probably  it would be more d e t a i l e d ,  t han  what 

I have. 


Q. You s a i d ,  you know Major WATKE pas sed  it on? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d .  

Q- You s a y  you a r e  s u r e .  How a r e  you s u r e ?  Did you 
.see him, f o r  example, t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER, o r  d i d  he t e l l  
you t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER, o r  a r e  you making an 
assumption,  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I ' m  p robably  making t h a t  assumption t h a t  he t o l d  

Colonel  BARKER. H e  conversed w i t h  him, a lmost  on a d a i l y  

b a s i s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So, i t ' s  probably  more of  an assumption 

on my p a r t .  


Q. Did you con t inue  t o  moni tor  t h e  communications 

t r a f f i c ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  moni tor  t h e  whole t i m e  t h e y  were o u t ,  no. 

Q. Did you h e a r  any word be ing  passed  from t h e  TOC a t  
LZ D o t t i e  t o  t h e  a i r  e lement ,  o r  t h e  ground e lement ,  on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  "push,"  t o  s t o p  any k i l l i n g  and burning? 

A. I may have.  I c a n ' t  s ay  yes  o r  no. I d o n ' t  re
c a l l ,  sir. 

Q The response  is-

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I do n o t  recall .  

Q =  A f t e r  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  was passed  t o  Major WATKE 
do you know o f  any o t h e r . t h i n g  t h a t  happened concerning 
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion?  Do you know o f  any r e p o r t s  o r  any th ing  
t h a t  w a s  rendered on i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  had any th ing  
t h a t  went forward,  from any of o u r  pe r sonne l ,  a l t hough ,  I 
may be mis taken t h e r e ,  a l s o .  

Q. Well, suppose it d i d n ' t  go forward i n  w r i t i n g .  
Could it have gone forward o r a l l y ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  anyth ing  t h a t  might have been 
r e p o r t e d  t o  your b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. NO,  s ir ,  I ' m  no t .  

Q. Subsequent t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  day of  t h e  
1 6 t h ,  w a s  t h e r e  much t a l k  about  t h i s  around t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Excuse m e ,  s ir .  

Q. Subsequent t o  t h i s  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  when 
t h e  people  r e t u r n e d  t o  Chu La i  from t h e  o p e r a t i n g  a r e a ,  was 
t h e r e  any t a l k  about  t h i s  w i t h i n  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was. 

Q- Within t h e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q- Was t h i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personne l?  

A. I t  cou ld  have been; I c a n ' t  s ay .  They l i v e d  i n  a 
d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  t h a n  we d i d .  They worked down about  1 0 0  meters 
away from u s ,  I guess ,  and t h e r e  may w e l l  have been some 
chance f o r  o b s e r v a t i o n  and h e a r i n g ,  a s  an o f f i c e r  d i d .  

Q What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  your  people  concern ing  
t h i s  even t?  

A. Gene ra l ly ,  t h a t  it was unnecessary.  

9. Did you e v e r  h e a r ,  o r  s e e  Major WATKE assemble t h e  
pe r sonne l  a t  t h e  u n i t ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r s  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and tell them t h a t  t h e r e  was t o o  much t a l k ,  and 
rumors be ing  pas sed  about t h e  company, t o  j u s t  keep t h e s e  t h i n g s  
q u i e t ,  and t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was any long  stemmed conversa 
t i o n  of  any th ing ,  l a s t i n g  a week, o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  Like 
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  had happened, it was t a l k e d  about  a good 
d e a l  a s  it occu r red ,  and r a p i d l y  pushed back a long  wi th  every 
t h i n g  else,  t h a t  occur red .  A s  you mentioned i t ,  I can t h i n k  
back and s a y ,  t h a t  he d i d  t a l k  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  about  t h i s .  
But,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t o o  much t a l k .  

Q- You remember him t a l k i n g  about  t h i s ?  

A. A f t e r  you mentioned it, I seem t o  r e c a l l .  

Q. Thi s  s i t u a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  mind any 
more t h a n  any o t h e r  e v e n t ,  t hen?  

A. W e l l ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  no ,  because I d i d n ' t  
see a l o t  of t h e  happenings.  W e  w e r e  a l l  new, we had a l o t  o f  
t h i n g s  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  do,  a l o t  of t a c t i c s  w e  were t r y i n g  
t o  i n v o l v e ,  and w e  a l l  had a l o t  of t h i n g s  on o u r  minds. 
There w e r e  a l o t  of  i n c i d e n t s  where w e  l o s t  some of o u r  own 
pe r sonne l ,  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t  cons ide rab ly  i n  my mind. 

Q. Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was go
i n g  on w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  
w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 
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A. Not o t h e r  t h a n  having been t o l d  by Major WATKE. 
And, I f e l t  no o t h e r  need t o  query him, myself .  

Q. .What was t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  concerning t h i s  i n v e s - .  
t i g a t i o n ?  What was your  f e e l i n g  about t h i s  t h i n g ?  

A. I h a d n ' t  g iven  it a l o t  of thought .  I d i d n ' t  have 
any p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l i n g s  about  i t ,  a t  t h e  t ime.  It was be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  F ine .  I f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  I hea rd  
were t r u e ,  t h a t ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  was a good d e a l  of f e e l i n g  t h a t  
day,  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  mean t h a t - - i t  c o u l d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be 
j u s t i f i e d ,  f o r  example. What w e  found from o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were j u s t  a l o t  of mines and booby 
t r a p s  f o r  example, a l l  through t h e  l o w m a r e a s .  And, ve ry  few 
people  t h a t  you 'd  run  in to - -bu t ,  it could  j u s t  as e a s i l y  be 
a c h i l d ,  t h a t  w a s  command d e t o n a t i n g  a 500-pound mine, as 
an NVA i n  uniform. The on ly  u n i t  t h a t  was r e p o r t e d l y  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  w i th  any r e g u l a r i t y ,  w a s  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n - - t h a t  
w e  came i n  c o n t a c t  a number of t i m e s ,  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s .  
So,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  f e e l  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  it w a s  probably t h e  
same type  of  s t o r y  t h a t  I have seen  i n  t h e  paper  r e c e n t l y .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any numbers of  people  k i l l e d  t h a t  day ,  f o r  
example. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having r ece ived  any r e p o r t s  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ?  D i d n ' t  your u n i t  make a p r a c t i c e  of  keeping people  
informed of what was going on? The r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  w a s n ' t  
recorded? 

A. Well,  w e  conducted b r i e f i n g s  on a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  I 
know, throughout  t h e  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  t h a t  I w a s  w i t h  t h e  
company. Whether it was of a p r e f l i g h t  b r i e f i n g ,  where we'd 
cover  e v e r y t h i n g  a s  we were p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  day,  where w e  
w e r e  going t o  be working, and what ou r  c o n t a c t s  w e r e .  Probably 
less on an a f t e r  a c t i o n  b a s i s .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having r ece ived  a r e p o r t - - t h a t
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  had t u r n e d  i n  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  they  
had k i l l e d  128 VC, and t h a t  t h e y  had two of t h e i r  people  
k i l l e d ,  and t h a t  t hey  had c a p t u r e d  t h r e e  weapons? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any, even,  rough approximat ions  on 
numbers. I know I probably r ead  i t ,  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  i f  
no th ing  e l s e ,  because t h a t  came down on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  But,  
t h e r e  w e r e  numerous o p e r a t i o n s ,  where t h e  numbers w e r e  l a r g e ,  
a l s o .  
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Q. When you were f l y i n g  t h a t  a r e a ,  Capta in  MOE, t h a t  
day, d i d  you observe  t h e  a c t i o n s  of  t h e  gunsh ip ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h e  gunsh ips  t h a t  were w i t h  your  own s c o u t  e lement ,  b u t  t h e  
o t h e r  ones ,  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I f  w e  were down on H i l l  85 t h a t  
day-- that  h i l l  r i g h t  down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) , 
t h a t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  a  long  d i s t a n c e .  But ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any- 
t h i n g  about  o t h e r  s h i p s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  I was k i n d  
of new t o  t h e  U H - l ' s ,  s o  I w a s  p robably  a  l i t t l e  more concerned 
w i t h  keeping t h e  damn t h i n g  from c r a s h i n g  i n t o  t h e  ground. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain  MOE, d i d  you e v e r  f l y  w i t h  Colonel  
HOLLADAY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  A t  o r  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  d i d  you,  from t i m e  t o  t ime ,  
c a r r y  him around,  f l y  w i th  him? 

A, Not g e n e r a l l y ,  I d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  I do r e c a l l  f l y i n g  
w i t h  him on one ,  o r  two occas ions .  One of  t h o s e  be ing ,  a f t e r  
L ieu t enan t  LLOYD had been s h o t  down, he went down i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  M A P - 5 ) .  And ano the r  t i m e ,  was t o  v i s i t  
t h e  Quang Ngai Province  Headquar te rs ,  when I w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r .  Major WATKE was o u t  on a miss ion  w i t h  t h e  team, and 
s o  HOLLADAY came down t o  D o t t i e ,  and I went down t o  Quang 
Ngai w i t h  him, from t h e r e .  Those, t o  my knowledge, a r e  t h e  
on ly  two t i m e s ,  t h a t  I f lew w i t h  him. 

Q When d i d  you make t h a t  v i s i t  t o  Quang Ngai? 0 .  

A. It  was q u i t e  e a r l y  i n  my t o u r .  Exac t ly  what month 
even,  it may have been t h e  month of May, o r  t h e  fo l lowing  
month. I t  would be about  i n  t h a t  t i m e  f rame,  b u t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
it was r e g a r d i n g  ou r  r e s u l t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o v e r ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  
and n o r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai. AS. I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  
of d i t c h e s  and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  where t hey  had a good d e a l  
of c o n t a c t ,  between ARVN and U . S . ,  and o u r  gunships  worked o u t  
t h e r e ,  q u i t e  r e g u l a r l y .  Colonel  HOLLADAY j u s t  wanted t o  make 
s u r e ,  w e  were be ing  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  r e s u l t s ,  t h a t  we had g o t t e n .  
He asked m e  t o  come a long  t o  Quang Ngai w i th  him. To my know- 
l edge  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  on ly  two t i m e s ,  t h a t  I f lew w i t h  him. I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  I was o u t  w i t h  him on t h e  day i n  q u e s t i o n .  
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Q Now, you i n d i c a t e d ,  when Genera l  PEERS asked  you 
t h e  q u e s t i o n - - i t  seemed t o  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  Major 
WATKE had t a l k e d  t o  some members of  your  u n i t ,  abou t  s p r e a d i n g  
rumors,  and t o o  much t a l k  a round,  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on 16 
March. Do you remember p a r t i c u l a r i l y ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d 
u a l s ,  who he  a d d r e s s e d  such warning? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  were a s  I r e c a l l ,  it was e i t h e r  i n  t h a t  
o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  t h a t  w e  used f o r  gun c r e w  a l e r t ,  i n  a shack a t  
n i g h t ,  and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  p robab ly  a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g ,  
be fo re .  O r  e lse ,  o v e r  i n  one of  t h e  h o o t c h e s ,  t h e r e ,  t o  most 
of t h e  peop le  p r e s e n t ,  which w a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  company. 

Q. Do you f e e l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t o  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it 
had a d i r e c t i o n  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and do you r e c a l l  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  your  u n i t ,  who w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  
it more t h a n  o t h e r s ,  and t o  whom it seemed t o  you,  t o  be 
d i r e c t e d ?  

A. Probably  EZELL f o r  one ,  and of  c o u r s e ,  THOMPSON 
w a s  q u i t e  v o c i f e r o u s  abou t  t h e  whole t h i n g  as I r e c a l l ,  b u t  
he had a l o t  c l o s e r  and b e t t e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a n  anybody e lse ,  
i n  t h e  company, I ' m  s u r e ,  a l s o .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you e v e r  have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  Major WATKE 
w a s  c a u t i o n i n g  M r .  THOMPSON about  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  you a r e  u s i n g  c a u t i o n i n g  w i t h  a term t h a t  I 
d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  u s e ,  a s  t h r e a t e n i n g  a s  a p p l i e d .  A s  f a r  as I 
can see, maybe I ' m  mi s t aken ,  but- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  u se  your  own words t o  de 
s c r i b e  what you saw. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

A. P r i m a r i l y ,  t h a t  anyt ime you have a l o t  o f  rumors 
and bad s t o r i e s  go ing  around,  a c t u a l l y  i t  a f f e c t s  mora l ,  and 
t h i s  i s  what I ' m  s u r e ,  he was p r i m a r i l y  concerned w i t h .  T h i s  
i s  what i t  seemed t o  be .  

I0: I t h i n k  w e  want t o  t a k e  a recess h e r e .  W e  w i l l  
ca l l  you back i n  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  Cap ta in  MOE. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1425 h o u r s ,  14 Janua ry  1970.)  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1440 hour s ,  1 4  January 1970. 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON, 
LTC BAUER. 

(LTC BAUER was sworn a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  10.) 

RCDR : The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Capta in  MOE. Capta in  MOE you 
a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  under o a t h .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: You are reminded Captain  MOE t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under o a t h ,  and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you r e c e i v e d  from General  PEERS 
e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  s t i l l  apply  t o  t h i s  s e s s i o n .  Do you 
unders tand  t h a t ?  

-
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Capta in  MOE, I ' d  l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  g i v e  you a f e e l  f o r  
16 March, by r e l a t i n g  t o  you, and g i v i n g  t o  you,  some s p e c i f i c s  
concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  your  u n i t ,  t h e  aero-scout  company., 
and o t h e r  u n i t s  i nvo lved ,  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 )  , o r  
~ i n k v i l l e ,as it was c a l l e d  on 16 March. The purpose of 
g i v i n g  you t h e s e  f a c t s  i s  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  you t o  r e c a l l  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  day,  i n  a little more d e t a i l  t h a n  what you appar- 
e n t l y  can r e c a l l ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  I t  i s  my hope,  
t h a t  walking you through t h e  day,  and through some of t h e  
o t h e r  e v e n t s ,  t h a t  w e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  having you r e c a l l ,  w e  
w i l l  unlock it from your memory. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q- I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and t h i s  h e a r i n g  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
on ly ,  o f  cou r se ,  i n  f a c t s  t h a t  you y o u r s e l f  know, u n l e s s  
you s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  it i s  an o p i n i o n ,  o r  u n l e s s  you s t i p u l a t e  
t h a t  it i s  a deduc t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q =  I want t o  f i r s t  g i v e  you a map 1:50,000 s h e e t  
6739-11 of  t h e  a r e a  of  My La i  ( E x h i b i t  MAP-5), I b e l i e v e  you 
are o r i e n t e d  on t h e  map. Route 1, LZ D o t t i e ,  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  
LZ Up t igh t ,  P i n k v i l l e  as i s  c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 )  , Quang Ngai 
River  more p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc, Quang Ngai C i t y .  
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The o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March, w a s  conceived and e n t i r e l y  
planned by Task Force  Barker ,  headquar te red  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
This  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March, was one of s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  had been conducted i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  Others  
had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  February,  and were q u i t e  s e r i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
t h e r e  were a l o t  of  people  k i l l e d ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  some decor 
a t i o n s ,  t h e  DFC was awarded i n  February.  I t  c o u l d  have 
p o s s i b l y  been r i g h t  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  count ry .  

The o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  an e x t e n s i o n  t o  
t h e  Task Force  Barker normal a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  and was 
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  The 
2d ARVN be ing  headqua r t e r ed  a t  Quang Ngai. W e  have r ea son  
t o  b e l i e v e ,  a b r i e f i n g  w a s  conducted i n  Task Force  Barker  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  LZ D o t t i e ,  on o r  about  15 March. ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
a t  t h a t  meet ing inc luded  s u p p o r t i n g  f o r c e s .  Avia t ion  w i s e ,  
t h e  174th  Av ia t ion  Company was des igna t ed  a s  t h e  l i f t  u n i t ,  
and w e  have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  of cou r se ,  t h a t  B company oi)
of  t h e  123d aero-scouts  w e r e  a t t a c h e d ,  t o  p rov ide  a miss ion  CY 
i n  suppor t  of  t h i s  a r e a  on 16 March. Do you know o r  do you d 

r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 15 
March? 

rC 
A. No, sir ,  I do n o t  recall  be ing  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who i n  your u n i t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  
would have t aken  p a r t  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Th is  would be a deduc t ion  on my p a r t .  I t  was 
j u s t  a m a t t e r  o f  days e v i d e n t l y ,  b e f o r e  I took o v e r ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what day it was, t h a t  I became t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  company, b u t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  it would have 
been,  very  l i k e l y  Capta in  FLYNN and/or Major WATKE. 

Q The o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
on 15  March, was t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  of two r i f l e  com
apn ie s  i n t o  an a r e a .  One of  t h e  r i f l e  companies was t o  be 
a s s a u l t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  , a second company was 
t o  be a s s a u l t e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of P i n k v i l l e  and 
t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  . The t h i r d  r i f l e  company of 
Task Force Barker w a s ,  by f o o t ,  moving on 15 March t o  
a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m  River .  
The scheme of maneuver undoubtedly w a s ,  a s  b e s t  we can de
t e rmine  by tes t imony and o t h e r  ev idence ,  t h a t  t h e s e  two a i r  
l i f t e d  companies were t o  a s s a u l t  P i n k v i l l e .  One a t t a c k i n g  on 
an e a s t e r l y  a x i s  from My La i  ( 4 )  e a s t  t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e  o t h e r  
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company which was a s s a u l t e d  t o  t h e  sou the rn  a r e a ,  was, t o  a t t a c k  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  P i n k v i l l e .  B Company of  t h e  123d was a t t a c h e d  
t o  prov ide  a s c r e e n i n g  type  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  sou th .  The a r e a  t o  
t h e  n o r t h ,  as you now r e c a l l ,  w a s  b locked by a r i f l e  company 
a long  t h e  r i v e r .  And t o  t h e  sou th  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85 ,  
and sou th  from H i l l  85 t o  t h e  Quang Ngai River  was t h e  miss ion  
t h a t  was a s s i g n e d ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t o  B Company of t h e  123d, your u n i t .  
L i f t i n g ,  a i r  a s s a u l t i n g  two r i f l e  companies, made t h i s  a r a t h e r  
l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  e n t i r e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  a  b a t t a l i o n  
s i z e d  u n i t  was i nvo lved ,  a s  w e l l  a s  be ing  suppor ted  by t h e  two 
a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ,  making t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  no sma l l  t a s k .  Do you 
r e c a l l  any th ing  about  what I ' v e  s a i d  t h u s  f a r ,  a s  f a r  a s  b r i e f i n g s  
are concerned? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  i f  t h i s  would have been a t  t h e  same 
p o i n t ,  b u t  it comes a l i t t l e  b i t  more, back t o  my mind, about  
going i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  H i l l  85 t h a t  day. And-

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e ' l l  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l  opera t ion- -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  b rought  up something e l s e  
though,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  day,  w e  a l s o  had a  p o s s i b l e  
miss ion t o  i n s e r t  ou r  in fan t ry- -up  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h i s  
a r e a  h e r e ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  people  t r i e d  t o  c r o s s  t h i s  
causeway, o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
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Was t h i s  a cont ingency  type  p l an?  

A. Y e s ,  it would be ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  i f  t h a t  
was t h e  same one,  because t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
ove r  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  b e f o r e  it was vaca ted .  

Q =  Well,  and I ' m  u s ing  some l o g i c  and some de- 
duc t ions  now, deducing from t h e  f a c t s ,  b u t  i n  a normal 
u n i t  such a s  your s ,  r e c e n t l y  formed a s  yours  w a s - 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Very r e c e n t l y .  

Q. This  would have been an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h i s  
ae ro-scout  company, i n  an i d e a l  t ype  a i r  c a v a l r y  miss ion ,  
t o  r e a l l y  show t h e i r  s t u f f .  I t  would a l s o  s e e m  q u i t e  
l o g i c a l  t o  m e ,  t o  assume t h a t  t h e r e  was i n  f a c t  p r e t t y  
good p l ann ing  conducted by B Company of t h e  123d,  i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  miss ion .  F i r s t ,  it was r e p o r t e d  
t o  be a  h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  secondly ,  p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  
had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was i n  f a c t  h o s t i l e ,  and could  
be q u i t e  dangerous.  Th i rd ,  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i t s e l f ,  w i t h  a l l  of  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  f o r c e s .  

On t h e  morning o f  16 March, w e  have r ea son  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t h e  Dolphins o u t  of Duc Pho took  o f f  
by 7  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning, q u a r t e r  t o  seven ,  0645, and 
proceeded from Duc Pho t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  which was t h e  de- 
s i g n a t e d  PZ t o  t h e  l i f t .  They w e r e  jo ined  on LZ D o t t i e  
by f o u r  R a t t l e r s ,  t h e  7 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company. They w e r e  
suppor ted  by a  Shark gun t e a m ,  and t h e r e  were n i n e  s l i c k s ,  
w e  b e l i e v e ,  involved  i n  t h e  l i f t .  The s l i c k s  d e p a r t e d  
LZ D o t t i e  about  0715, p roceeding  sou th  somewhere a long  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Highway 1, t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  on t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  of H i l l  85,  l and ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  i n  t h e  LZ 
j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The l and ing  w a s  pre 
ceeded by an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and gunship sup- 
p r e s s i o n .  The s l i c k s  w e r e  i n  t r a i l ,  vees  of  t h r e e .  

The in fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  have i s  t h a t ,  t h e  
aero-scouts  w e r e  n o t  y e t  on s t a t i o n ,  t hey  were l a t e  
i n  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Your t a k e  o f f  t ime o u t  of  
Chu L a i  i s  unknown, however, we have reason  t o  b e l i e v e ,  
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you and t h e  aero-scouts  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  when t h a t  
f i r s t  touchdown occur red .  However, i n  your  f l i g h t  
down t h a t  morning, r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  you w e r e  go ing  t o  
be l a t e  i n t o  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  p re sence  and from 
where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was f i r e d ,  might be s i g n i f i c a n t .  
Do you r e c a l l ,  i n  your f l i g h t  from Chu L a i  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  where t h a t  a r t i l 
l e r y  was coming from. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f l i g h t  a t  
a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f l i g h t  down 
t h e r e ,  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day.  I would v e n t u r e  how
e v e r ,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  probably going down t h e  highway, 
because a lmost  everyday t h a t  we worked o u t  of  D o t t i e ,  
excep t  one day,  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n .  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  i n t o  t h i s - - t h i s  w a s  ou r  own o p e r a t i o n  
i n t o  a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o u t  h e r e .  We always took t h a t  
r o u t e  down ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of P i n k v i l l e ) .  
And t h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  occas ions  where w e  d i d  d e l a y  
o u r  t a k e - o f f ,  when t h e y  were us ing- - there  w a s  j u s t  one 
s m a l l  a r e a  down t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  time', t hey  d i d  n o t  have 
a  black- top s u r f a c e  f o r  us  down t h e r e .  

Q A t  D o t t i e ?  

A. A t  D o t t i e ,  down on t h e  h i l l .  And p a r k i n g  
and pickup space  was s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d .  And on some 
o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  when they  d i d  use  t h a t  f o r  a p ick 
up zone, w e  remained i n  t h e  a i r ,  o r  came on s t a t i o n s ,  
and waited u n t i l  t h e  l i f t i n g  was completed. 

Q - W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
s t o p  at--I s a y  you,  I ' m  s a y i n g  t h e  aero-scouts  d i d  n o t  
s t o p  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  t h e y  proceeded d i r e c t l y  from Chu 
L a i  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  What's t h e  normal s t a n d a r d  
o p e r a t i o n  proceedure ,  what do you r e c a l l  a s  be ing  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i o n a l  procedure  t h a t  day ,  i n  t h a t  t ime 
frame, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  when t h e  s c o u t s ,  suppor t ed  by 
t h e  Scorp ions ,  went i n t o  a miss ion  type  a r e a .  What was 
t h e  miss ion  f o r  t h e  "animals"?  
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A. E x p l o i t a t i o n  of  what w a s  found on t h e  ground 
by ou r  s c o u t ,  o u r  s c o u t  s h i p  p r i m a r i l y ,  t h e  gunships  
were p r i m a r i l y  f o r  e s c o r t  of  t h e  s c o u t s ,  a s  w i t h  any 
scou t  team. And i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of o u r  deployment, 
w e  had our  i n f a n t r y  on s t r i p  a l e r t  r a t h e r  than--the n e x t  
t h i n g  we t r i e d ,  w a s  keeping them up i n  t h e  a i r ,  each  
t ime  a team went o u t ,  a l l  of  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  Then w e  
f u r t h e r  modif ied t h a t  aga in  l a t e r ,  t o  j u s t  keep ing  a 
s n a t c h  squad on board t h e  s h i p .  But ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I 
would say  w e  were probably ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  keeping 
a l l  of t h e  i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground, u n t i l  something was 
found. You have brushed  my mind a l i t t l e  b i t ,  because 
what t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  it 
w a s  expec ted  t h a t  t h e r e  would be some movement o u t  of  
t h e  a r e a ,  and I b e l i e v e  we were o r b i t i n g  down h e r e ,  o f f  
t h e  wa te r ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River .  

Q I happen t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  a l s o  based on o t h e r  
evidence t h a t ' s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  you d i d  
not-- the "an imals , "  your  l i f t  s h i p s ,  d i d  n o t  l a n d  a t  D o t t i e  
i n i t i a l l y .  But,  you d i d  go down, and o r b i t  f o r  a s h o r t  
p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  pending what was expec ted  t o  occu r ,  which 
d i d  n o t  occur .  

A. Can I i n t e r j e c t  something he re?  I d o n ' t  know 
what i n fo rma t ion  you have about  t h e  t ime t h a t  w e  w e r e  
o u t ,  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  D o t t i e ,  b u t  it wouldn ' t  have 
been t o o  long ,  because w e  c a r r i e d  l i g h t  f u e l  l o a d s ,  nor 
mally 800 t o  900 pounds o f  f u e l  l oad .  

Q- I have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  it w a s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  5 ,  1 0 ,  15  minutes .  Now, I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  
t o  p u t  any th ing  i n t o  you, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you t o  
r e c a l l  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  i n  f a c t ,  i f  you 
t h i n k  about  o r b i t i n g ,  and a l l  of t h i s  a c t i v i t y  go ing  
on t o  t h e  n o r t h  of you,  and then  dec id ing ,  o r  r e c e i v 
i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  proceed back t o  D o t t i e ,  and s t a n d  
by on s t r i p  a l e r t .  I f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  when you a r r i v e d  back 
a t  D o t t i e ,  you must have had some concern about  t h e  n i n e  
s l i c k s ,  t h a t  were buzzing i n  and o u t  of t h e  PZ. There 
w e r e  n ine ,  and t h e  thought  of  n i n e  s l i c k s  and you g e t t i n g  
your f o u r  b i r d s  on t h e  ground-

APP T-153 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

CSJP 
d 

P 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  had ,  I b e l i e v e ,  p robably  
on ly  t h r e e ,  t h a t  w e  took w i t h  u s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- Three? I t  would have seemed t o  me, i f  I were 
a  new f l i g h t  l e a d ,  t o  cause  me no l i t t l e  b i t  of  concern,  
a l s o .  Does t h e  i n c i d e n t  of many a i r c r a f t  around D o t t i e  
on a  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve - - I  may be i n  e r r o r  h e r e  a l s o ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  we d i d  have s h i p s  r e f u e l ,  and come back 
o u t ,  and I know Major WATKE was probably  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
i n  one of  t h e  s h i p s .  I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e ,  t h a t  he was 
f l y i n g  a s l i c k  on t h a t  day, and I t h i n k  one o t h e r  s h i p  
went o u t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  a  l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  on. Of course  
w e  made t h e  a s s a u l t  on t h i s  H i l l  85-

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t .  What makes 
you t h i n k  t h a t  Major WATKE w a s  f l y i n g  a  s l i c k ?  

A .  Because,  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he was s h o t  
down w i t h  Warrant  O f f i c e r ,  something-SKI, t h e  e n t i r e  
name I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  do  you have i t ?  

Q. Y e s ,  would t h a t  h e l p  you? 

A. W e l l ,  i t s  i m m a t e r i a l  r e a l l y ,  but- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  WYCHOWSKI. 

A. WYCHOWSKI, r i g h t ,  he f lew ve ry  few mis s ions  
i n  t h e  gunsh ips ,  u n t i l  j u s t  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  
That  was probably  h i s  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  gunship mi s s ion ,  
I th ink .  A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  o rgan ized ,  w e  were ex t remely  
low on expe r i ence ,  i n  t h e  s l i c k s .  For  myse l f , .  I had 
gone ove r  t h e r e  n o t  be ing  Huey q u a l i f i e d .  I g o t  a  ve ry  
b r i e f  check o u t  i n  coun t ry ,  and we on ly  had Major SABRE, 
who w a s  an exper ienced  i n d i v i d u a l ,  he was n o t  a s s igned  
t o  t h e  s l i c k s ,  h e  was t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  This  encom
passed  a l l  o f  o u r  a i r c r a f t  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and FLYNN was 
n o t  expe r i enced ,  GIBBS was n o t  exper ienced  i n  a h e l i 
c o p t e r ,  o t h e r  t h a n  i n i t i a l  check o u t ,  and I a m  s u r e  he 
would have been f l y i n g  one of  t h e  s l i c k s .  
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Q What d i d  Major WATKE use a s  a c a l l  s ign?  

A. Well, 
sure .  

t h i s  was a t  t h a t  t ime,  Warlord 6,  I ' m  

Q And what was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. 
l a s t  f o r  

We came up with a name I know, bu t  i t  d i d n ' t  
a very long pe r iod  of t ime,  because we had 

t h e  Skee te r ,  and we had t h e  Scorpion. Skeeter  being t h e  
scou t  s h i p ,  and t h e  Scorpion being t h e  gun from t h e  
o l d  1 6 1 s t .  

Q Who was Warlord Alpha? 

A. Well we designated-- this  a l s o  i s  s e v e r a l  t imes.  
I f  we had two teams, one team would be Alpha team and one 
team would be Bravo team. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  LOH may have 
been c a l l e d  l e a d ,  b u t  l a t e r  on,  it was probably p r e t t y  
c l o s e  t o  t h i s  t ime a l s o ,  t h e  l e a d  s h i p  was one of t h e  
gunships,  and t h a t  would have been the  low s h i p ,  a t  t h a t  
time. We had one gunship f l y i n g  lower than  t r a i l i n g  
one, and he would be--he would con tac t  with Warlord Alpha 
Lead o r  Warlord Bravo Lead, whatever team it happened 
t o  be. Ear ly  i n  our deployment, we probably only had 
one team deployed. But, no s t r i c t  name des ignat ion ,  
it was j u s t  whoever happened t o  be f l y i n g  t h a t  s h i p  
r a t h e r  than one i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q Somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of--time wise ,  now
- i f  you recognize t h e  l i f t  was touched down a t  0730 i n  
t h e  morning. The second l i f t  ou t  of Dot t ie  came back, 
and touched down on t h e  LZ.  LZ complete a t  0751 hours ,  
according t o  t h e  journal  and records  a v a i l a b l e .  The 
l i f t  s h i p s ,  now, went on back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  and again 
picked up f o r  t h e  recon u n i t ,  and s t a r t e d  t h e i r  i n s e r 
t i o n  sometime a f t e r  8 o ' c l o c k ,  completing t h i s  opera t ion  
a t  about 0827 .  Right a f t e r  t h i s  t ime,  t h e  scou t  Skeeter  
apparent ly  found, o r  saw something on H i l l  85, and re 
po r t ed  two mortar tubes .  The dec i s ion  was made, by some
one t o  i n s e r t  t h e  "animals." Where were you, when you 
f i r s t  g o t  word, t h a t  t h e  "animals" were going i n ?  
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A. I cannot  r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e .  W e  w e r e  on t h a t  
h i l l ,  I t h i n k  two o r  t h r e e  t imes ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  and e v i d e n t l y  t h e  same day,  o r  
16 March. I don1t even r e c a l l ,  t h a t  w e  were a b l e  t o  
g e t  o u r  s h i p  down on t h e  LZ. I know we made an approach 
i n t o  i t ,  b u t  it was a l o t  of h o l e s  and bunker t y p e s ,  and 
I do r e c a l l ' ,  you mentioned t h a t  S k e e t e r  had s e e n ,  he 
thought  two mor ta r  t u b e s ,  and when o u r  i n f a n t r y  were 
on t h e  ground,  a c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no mor ta r  t u b e s .  
There were t h e  60 m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  rounds,  and I d o n ' t  
remember i f  t h e r e  were any o t h e r  mor ta r  rounds.  

Q How many, do  you remember? 

A. I t  seems t o  m e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  30 o r  40 mor t a r  rounds,  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I d o n ' t  r e 
c a l l  e x a c t l y  what it w a s .  Our a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  would 
have s t a t e d  what ou r  r e s u l t s  w e r e ,  f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
day. But I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  i n f a n t r y  blew up t h e  
ammunition on s i t e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- That  i s  16 March. On 16 March, t h e  "animals"  
were i n s e r t e d  accord ing  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l s ,  and o t h e r  e v i 
dence,  and r a t h e r  t han  two mor t a r  t u b e s ,  20 60 m i l l i 
me te r  mor t a r  rounds were i n i t i a l l y  r e p o r t e d ,  which was 
subsequent ly  changed t o  4 0 .  The d e c i s i o n  was made t o  
blow t h e s e  rounds i n  p l a c e ,  and EOD pe r sonne l  were brought  
i n  t o  do  t h i s  work. Do you remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I remember t h e  EOD now tha t - 

&. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  16 March 1968. 

A. I know t h a t  b rought  o u t  a p o i n t ,  t h a t  we 
d i d  o u r  own t r a i n i n g  i n  d e s t r u c t i o n  methods a f t e r  t h a t  
t i m e ,  because o u r  i n f a n t r y  s t a r t e d  c a r r y i n g  t h e i r  own 
b l a s t i n g  caps ,  o u r  own dynamite. 

Q. I f  you accep t  t h e  f a c t u a l  ev idence  t h a t  w e  
have,  t h a t  t h e s e  mor ta r  t u b e s ,  t h a t  changed from 20 t o  
40, 60 m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  rounds,  t h a t  were blown i n  p l a c e  
on H i l l  85, 'as be ing  16 March. Does t h i s  d i s t u r b ,  o r  does  
t h i s  make you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  
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w i th  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  such as  where you were? 
Were you a t  D o t t i e ,  when you go t  t h e  word t o  p u t  them 
i n ,  were you a i rborne?  

A. I t  s t i l l  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  any b e l l  a s  f a r  a s  i f  
I was a i rborne ,  o r  a t  ~ o t t i e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. I do--like 
I mentioned a few minutes ago--I do r e c a l l  we d i d  have 
one s h i p  up a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  day, o t h e r  than  a l l  s tand-  
i n g  by a t  Dot t i e ,  and f o r  example, t h e  inc rease  i n  t h e  
number of mortar  rounds, was brought about.  I n i t i a l l y  
our t roops  had r a d i o s  along with each squad t h a t  was 
down, but  p a r t  of t h e  t roops  were of f  on one s i d e ,  p a r t  
of them were on t h e  o t h e r ,  and with t h e  a i r c r a f t  hover- 
ing  over t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  squad in-- there was a good b i t  
of sepa ra t ion  between each s h i p ,  because of t h e  approach 
we had t o  make i n t o  it. 

Q. How d i d  they  approach i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was coming i n t o  it about l i k e  
t h i s ,  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , coming i n  about 
l i k e  s o ,  I be l i eve .  

From t h e  south ,  landing  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  and a s  a  m a t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  I do remember, I th ink  we turned  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  
from t h e r e ,  back o u t  over  t h e  water ,  because I do r e c a l l  
g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  

Q *  You r e c a l l  t a k i n g  f i r e  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Well, hear ing  one o r  two s h o t s  and someone 
mentioning it looks l i k e  a "dink" down t h e r e ,  t h i s  was 
a t  the- - th is .  t h i n g  s lopes  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  and i t s  a l o t  of 
vegeta t ion  down i n  t h e r e .  

Q* You r e c a l l  something about a "dink" be ing  
down t h e r e ?  

A. Right.  

APP T-153 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Q e  
  Can you relate any o t h e r  r e c a l l ,  about  t h a t  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  even i f - -wa i t  one second- 
I b e l i e v e  w e  might have had some of o u r  gunships  f i r i n g  
on t h a t  a r e a ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  a l s o .  

Q- You do r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You r e c a l l ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was any problem wi th  
any o f  t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a i r  as f a r  a s ,  g e t t i n g  
coo rd ina t ed  as f a r  as,  a i r  space  i s  concerned,  o t h e r  
gunships?  

A. You mean our  gunships  and someone e l s e ' s  a i r 
c r a f t  or-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Any o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were 
f l y i n g  around t h e  a r e a ,  were t h e s e  of  any concern t o  you, 
o r  d i d  you s e e m  t o  have a f r e e  a i r  space ,  f o r  your  l i t t l e  
i n s e r t i o n ?  

A. As I we were p r e t t y  t i g h t ,  w e  had o r 
b i t e d  o v e r  i n  t h e  wa te r  a r e a  h e r e  and-- 

Q o  
  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g  ove r  t h e  
w a t e r  a r e a ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do and a l s o  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  he re .  
I t h i n k  w e  s t a r t e d  out--we had t o  move because w e  s t a r t e d  
o u t  w i t h  a p r e t t y  h igh  o r b i t ,  I t h i n k  probably around 
3,500 f e e t  o r  something,  and t h e r e  w e r e  c louds  t h e r e ,  
and w e  changed o u r  p o s i t i o n  a couple  of  t imes .  I r e c a l l  
be ing  down h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  sandbar  a r e a ,  t o  t h e  sou th  h e r e ,  
and o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , and y e s ,  w e  had t r o u b l e  g e t -  
t i n g  a l l  of  o u r  s l i c k s  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  make t h e  i n s e r t i o n  
t o  beg in  wi th .  

Q- Where were t h e y ?  
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A. One had t o  be o u t  h e r e ,  and maybe it was m e ,  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  we d i d  n o t  come o u t  
of D o t t i e  as a f l i g h t .  And a s  I s a y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  I was 
i n  a s h i p ,  t h a t  had i t s  own problems,  i n  t r y i n g  t o  se t  
down on t o p  of  t h a t  p i n n a c l e ,  which i s  what it w a s ,  and 
w e  may o r  may n o t  have g o t t e n  ou r  i n f a n t r y  o u t .  That  I 
wou ldn ' t  s ay  one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  w e  d i d  break o u t  
t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and I know t h a t  one of  t h e  crew c h i e f s  
h o l l e r e d  somebody's s h o o t i n g  a t  us  down t h e r e .  This  
w a s  e i t h e r  on t h e  s o u t h ,  o r  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e ,  where t h e r e  
w a s  a s l o p e .  

Q Of H i l l  85? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  it w a s  j u s t  one i n d i v i d u a l .  I 
d i d  n o t  see him. 

Q. Where w a s  Major WATKE, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  When 
you were o r b i t i n g  down t h e r e ,  was he w i th  t h e  s l i c k s  
o r  was he w i t h  the--was he gone o u t ?  Was he f l y i n g  a 
"D" o r  was he f l y i n g  a gun? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  t h i s  i s  a s u p p o s i t i o n  a lso . ,  
on my p a r t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h a t  he had been f l y i n g  
a s l i c k - 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I thought  t h a t  now, t h a t  y o u ' r e  
working i n t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  you might r e c a l l  where 
your  commander was. Whether he was l e a d i n g  i n  t h e  s l i c k s  
o r  whether he  w a s  somewhere e l s e .  Okay, l e t s  con t inue .  

A .  Like you mentioned,  it w a s  one of o u r  f i r s t  
o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  a u n i t ,  s o  t o  speak.  We had done some 
work wi th  Task Force  Barker ,  and w e  worked e x c l u s i v e l y  
i n  t h e  Muscatine A 0  du r ing  o u r  e a r l y  days .  But ,  w e  had 
j u s t  become o p e r a t i o n a l ,  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  end o f  February,  
o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  March. And we had a l o t  of  t h i n g s ,  
as f a r  a s  t a c t i c s  go,  t h a t  we had n o t  reso lved .  How w e  
should deploy ou r  i n f a n t r y ,  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  H e  
may have been i n  a gunship,  where he could  be o u t  and 
observe  more of what was happening,  b u t  I cannot  s a y  
y e s ,  no, o r  even maybe. 
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Q- Did you see any of t h e  gunship p a s s e s  by 
t h e  Scorp ions  on t h i s  "d ink"?  

A. Heard them. They were behind u s ,  because it 
w a s  as we approached i n  o u r  s h i p ,  e i t h e r  approached 
o r  went o u t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  be ing  down 
i n  h e r e  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  sou th  o r  s o u t h e a s t  where it w a s  
g e t t i n g  down toward t h e  bottom of t h e  s l o p e .  

Q. The Scorpions  a t  t h i s  t i m e  were e s c o r t i n g
you i n ,  I presume. 

A. I guess .  

Q- Where was S k e e t e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  do you r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  him? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  l e a v i n g  t h e  area t h e n ,  depa r t -  
i n g  you s a y ,  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. A f t e r  going i n t o  H i l l  85 and it wasn ' t - - I  
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  going back i n t o  D o t t i e  immediate ly ,  o r  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s t a y i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  I know we c o u l d n ' t  
have been o u t  t h e r e  long ,  w i t h  t h e  f u e l  t h a t  w e  had. 

Q- Who brought  i n  t h e  EOD, where d i d  you have 
t o  go,  t o  g e t  them? 

A. Very l i k e l y ,  on ly  back t o  D o t t i e .  

Q o  
  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  your  "an ima1s~- -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know w e  g o t  some EOD people  
t h e r e  t o  h e l p  o u r s  out--on g e t t i n g  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s ,  and 
s t u f f  l a t e r  on ,  t h e r e  own b l a s t i n g  caps .  
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T h a t ' s  why I s a y ,  t h a t  I assumed, t h a t  it was j u s t  back 
t o  D o t t i e ,  because I know t h e r e  wasn ' t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
t ime t h a t  they  were on t h e  ground. And, it would have 
taken r o u g h . 1 ~15 minutes ,  i n  and o u t  of Chu La i ,  t o  go 
up t h e r e  and back aga in ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was 
t h a t  k ind  of t i m e  l a g .  

Q You ' d o n ' t  r e c a l l  y e t ,  whether o r  n o t  you s t ayed  
a i r b o r n e ,  o r  whether you then ,  a f t e r  you pu t  t h e  "animals" 
on t h e  ground, went back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  t h a t  they  were n o t  on t h e  
ground very long,  t o  accomplish t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were on t h e  ground very 
long. 

QQ* Do you r e c a l l  p i ck ing  them up? a3 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my p a r t i c u l a r  sh ip 
l oad  of  i n f a n t r y  go t  o f f ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  and--wait one 
minute here--I  b e l i e v e  a f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  o r  drop- P
ping them o f f  down t h e r e ,  t h a t  w e  d i d  s t a y  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime,  before  going back, and w e  
may have l e f t  one s h i p  ou t  t h e r e ,  and two gone back. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  of t h a t ,  b u t  it does seem t o  me, t h a t  w e  
d i d  s t a y  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  maybe a 5 t o  1 0  minute p e r i o d  
of t i m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  i n i t i a l l y  went i n  t h e r e ,  
t o  see  i f  t h i n g s  were s t a b l e  o r  n o t .  

Q I n  "we," y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l i f t  s h i p s ?  

A. L i f t  s h i p s .  

Q And you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were t h r e e .  

Q Two loads  on t h e  ground, and your s h i p  wi th  
a load  s t i l l  aboard? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  so.  Supposit ion.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You would have had a load ,  you 
must r e c a l l  your depar tu re ,  your missed approach, ou t  
of t h a t  a rea .  

A. Well, t h i s  i s  why I say,  maybe. 

Q Cer ta in ly  R P M  must have been a concern,  a "dink" 
on t h e  ground, and you're  f a i r l y  new i n  country,  the  p i t c h  
problem, t h e  power problem, t h e  RPM problem and perhaps,  
even some o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  problem. I t  must 
have been a r a t h e r  memorable occasion.  A t  any r a t e ,  
g e t t i n g  back t o  a l t i t u d e  with your load ,  i f  you d i d  
s t a y  around f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and then went back t o  
Dot t ie .  You do no t  r e c a l l  t hen ,  I assume going back 
i n ,  o r  l eav ing  your i n f a n t r y ,  and you and the  o t h e r  
two sh ips  g o i ~ gback i n ,  t o  pick t h e  "animals" up. 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  I remember t h e  problem, 
being on t h a t  a r e a ,  f ind ing  a p lace  where you could 
s i t  c lose  enough t o  the  ground, so people could jump 
o u t  of t h e  sh ip .  But, I do n o t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t ime,  
maybe I w i l l  i n  a few minutes,  bu t  j u s t  l i k e  a couple 
of o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  have come o u t ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  
dropping them a t  Dot t i e ,  and coming back t o  pick up 
t h e  r e s t .  

Q Sometime between t h e  time t h e  "animals " were 
pu t  on t h e  ground, and i f  you s tayed a i r b o r n e ,  and even 
i f  you went back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  we have reason t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  over  the  a i r  was some communications, and some t r a f f i c  
concerning l a r g e  numbers of people moving o u t  of the  a rea .  
The a r e a  probably was no t  i d e n t i f i e d  as  a p a r t i c u l a r  a rea ,  
bu t  it was ev iden t  t o  those l i s t e n i n g ,  t h a t  it was i n  
the  v i c i n i t y  of where you j u s t  made your approach. Do 
you r e c a l l  hear ing  about t h i s ?  

A. There were people coming o u t  on t h i s  road,  
running down he re  by the  o ld  ARVN headquar ters ,  I be l i eve  
(poin t ing  t o  road 521 running genera l ly  northeast-south 

w e s t  t o  Quang Ngai City south of My Lai ( 4 )  . )  I f  I r e c a l l  
c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e r e  were a l a r g e  number of people a t  t h a t  t ime, 
moving o u t  on t h a t  road. 
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Q id you s e e  them? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  v isua l ize- 

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Do you remember see ing  t h e  
people? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q Was t h i s  i n  your approach t o  H i l l  8 5 ,  o r  i n  
your depar tu re ,  o r  while  you were o r b i t i n g  over  t h e r e ?  
O r ,  do you j u s t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  them? , 

A. I r e c a l l  see ing  people moving. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  i t  would have been o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  o r  ou t  of My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  because a l o t  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  q u i t e  c l o s e  
toge the r .  Less than 1,000 meters a c t u a l l y .  But,  I do 
r e c a l l  s ee ing  a l o t  of t h e  pajama people ou t  t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e  were some animals o u t  on t h e  road. I f  I r e c a l l  
cor rec t ly- 

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Animals, you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
l i v e s t o c k ?  

A .  Livestock i n  t h i s  case ,  yes ,  s ir .  And I may 
be mistaken b u t ,  I seem t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  our  Skee te r  w a s  
over  them, when t h i s  was pointed o u t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
a l o t  of people moving down t h a t  road ,  and I seem t o  r e c a l l  
t h e  s ta tement ,  t h a t  i t s  nothing b u t ,  a bunch of  c i v i l i a n s ,  
o r  women and k i d s .  I wasn' t a t  an a l t i t u d e ,  where I would 
have d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e .  

Q We have reason t o  b e l i e v e ,  Captain MOE that 
Warlord d id  send t h e  Skeeter  over t o  look a t  t h e s e  people,  
and check them o u t ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  was some conversa t ion  
about the-- "we 've  g o t  some su r render ing ,  we ' r e  going t o  
pop some smoke over h e r e ,  and some of them a r e  t ak ing  
o f f  t h e i r  s h i r t s ,  some of  them d o n ' t  have any s h i r t s  on, 
s t r i p p e d  down, s tanding  with h i s  hands over h i s  head. " 

A .  This  is r a d i o  conversa t ion ,  y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  now? 
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Q- We t h i n k  about t h i s  t ime,  Warlord A1pF.a 
l e a d  i s  a l s o  saying ,  and t a l k i n g  t o  Rawhide. DO you 
know who Rawhide was? 

A .  Rawhide would have been the--Rawhide 6 ?  Would 
have been Colonel HENDERSON, I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you t h i n k  Rawhide was going down, t o  s c a r f  
up t h e s e  couple of "dinks"? 

A. That wasn 't unusual,  i t s  e n t i r e l y  poss ib le .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  s ee ing  any o t h e r  gunships 
0 

i n  t h e  area?  

A. Once again,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were some o t h e r  
gunships i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t o  our  nor th .  It seems t o  me, we 
had a l i t t l e  problem f ind ing  a  home t o  work over .  I 
mean a p l o t  of ground w e  could f l y  over .  I may be think-  
i n g  of another  t ime ,  because a  l o t  of occas ions ,  were 
we did perform screening miss ions ,  w e  d i d  try and delay 
our  en t rance  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  t o  allow t h e s e  s h i p s  t o  g e t  
o u t  of t h e  way, s o  we wouldn ' t  bo the r  them. There was 
d e f i n i t e  in ter ference--  

Q . ( In terpos ing)  You a l s o  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a  coordinat ion problem between t h e  Warlords 
and t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  
any shoot ing ,  o t h e r  than  the--by a i r c r a f t ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and t h e  ones you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  a s  be ing  t h e  Scorpions? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  myself .  I b e l i e v e  our  "gunnies" 
commented on it. 

Q. W e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a second. Okay, s o  t h e  
"animals ,"  your i n f a n t r y  were withdrawn, and sometime 
o r  another ,  l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning, you found yourse l f  
back a t  LZ Dot t i e .  And from your p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  probably 
t h a t ' s  about-- that ' s  t h e  opera t ion  as  you probably would 
have seen  it. Now do you r e c a l l  going i n t o  t h e  van, i n t o  
t h e  opera t ions  a r e a ,  B Company, 123d, t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ,  
t h a t  morning? You pu t  your i n f a n t r y  i n ,  heard about a l l  
t h e s e  people,  t h e  EOD has been accomplished. 
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A. I thought  it was dur ing  t h e  morning, b u t  it 
could have been a f t e r  I came i n  t o  r e f u e l ,  f o r  chow a c t u a l l y .  

Q It could have been t h e  morning, I d o n ' t  know. 

A.  I don ' t know, e i t h e r .  

Q 
was, on 

Do you remember who t h e  opera t ions  s p e c i a l i s t  
t h i s ?  

A. Well, we had two a t  t h e  t ime,  and it would very 
l i k e l y  been COOVER, it could have been-

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  SP5 COOVER? 

A. Right,  no,  S t a f f  Sergeant  COOVER, i t  could 
have been MAYS, a l s o ;  one o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

Q Do you remember when Major WATKE came back 
i n t o  t h e  LZ Dot t i e .  When you f i r s t  saw him, and per 
haps even d iscussed  what t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  day, o r  say
i n g  anything about t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  "animals,"d r  
your f a i l u r e  t o  put  your load  on t h e  ground. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  moment anything about 
i t ,  b u t  I ' l l  t h i n k  about it, and it might come back. 

Q Sometime o r  another ,  you found yourse l f  i n  
t h e  van? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q Who d i d  you s e e  i n  t h e  van when you went i n ,  
do you remember who you were t a l k i n g  t o ?  Did you h e a r  
about a b lade  s t r i k e  of t h e  Skeeter .  Captain LLOYD hav
i n g  t o  b r i n g  a Skee te r ,  another  Skee te r ,  down from Chu Lai? 

A .  I r e c a l l  a day, t h a t  t h i s  happened. I d i d n ' t  
a s s o c i a t e  the two, a s  being on t h e  same day. But I r e c a l l  
LLOYD having t o  b r i n g  down another  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Do you remember when LLOYD came i n t o  t h e  van? 
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A. I remember hc came down t h e r e ,  b u t  w e  had a l l  
ou r  people on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q This is  1 6  March. 

A .  Okay. 

Q. 
a t  D o t t i e ,  

And a l l  of your people were back on t h e  ground, 
I presume you mean. 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  we  may have had a s h i p  go back 
f o r  maintenance, b u t  I know w e  were p r e t t y  s h o r t  on a i r 
c r a f t  resources a t  t h a t  t ime, and we could have-

Q. ( In terpos ing)  We have reason t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  
t h e  Skeeter  d i d  have a b lade  s t r i k e ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  out  h e r e ,  
around My Lai .  And t h a t  he d i d  have t o  f l y  it back, o r  he 
d id  f l y  i t  back t o  Dot t i e .  He se t  it down, and it had 
t o  be  TI 'd .  And i n  t h e  meantime, LLOYD was br inging  
down another  OH-23, t h a t  had j u s t  come up from mainten
ance t h a t  morning, and was going t o  have t o  probably assume 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  mission,  when he g o t  down t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he eve r  g o t  t h a t  one o f f  t h e  
ground e i t h e r .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was maintenance problems, 
before  he could g e t  o f f  t h e  ground. 

Q Could have been. But, THOMPSON d i d  t ake  h i s  
OK-23 back t o  Chu Lai?  

A .  I ' m  hard  pressed  h e r e .  I r e c a l l ,  having one 
t h a t  maintenance people flew back o u t  of D o t t i e ,  and I 
r e c a l l  one t h a t  they picked up, and one t h a t  w e  crashed 
down a t  Dot t i e .  But be ing  a b l e  t o  a s s o c i a t e  any one of 
them, wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, I c a n ' t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  we have test imony,  Captain MOE, t h a t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  THOMPSON d i d  b r i n g  h i s  s h i p  
back t o  D o t t i e ,  was t ech  inspec ted ,  decided t h a t  it 
would be c l e a r e d ,  f o r  a one t ime f l i g h t  back t o  Chu Lai .  
LLOYD, i n  t h e  meantime, had a r r i v e d ,  and went i n t o  t h e  
opera t ions  van t h e r e ,  t o  g e t  b r i e f e d .  And d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  
f l y  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  t h e  r e s t  of t h i s  mission.  
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LTC PATTERSON: Colonel BAUER has  some ques t ions  t o  ask you. 

LTC BAUER: I ' m  concerned with what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  van 
and your knowledge of a c t i v i t i e s  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  You say 
around t h i s  d a t e ,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  you assumed t h e  d u t i e s  o f  
opera t ions  o f f i c e r  of t h e  company. 

A. Well, it--I know t h e r e  was a pe r iod  of approxi 
mately 1 month, when we were drawing i n  personnel .  The 
f i r s t  2 weeks I b e l i e v e ,  I s p e n t  a s  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  
a p o s i t i o n  l a t e r  assumed by Major SABRE,  because he ranked 
m e .  And a t  t h a t  t ime,  Captain FLYNN had been appointed 
t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  p r i o r  t o  SABRE coming i n ,  s o  he 
k e p t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  Then I was moved down t o  l i f t  s e c t i o n  
l e a d e r ,  and wi th in  a very s h o r t  t ime,  Captain FLYNN and 
Lieutenant  STAFFA t raded  companies, s o  I know, t h e r e  was 
a per iod  of maybe a week within--from t h e  1 5 t h ,  p lus  o r  
minus a week I would say.  

Q Okay, w e l l ,  I ' m  p r i m a r i l y  concerned with com
i n g  up w i t h  f i r s t - -you say ,  sometime during t h e  morning, 
you wound up i n  t h e  van--that i s  when the  a i r c r a f t  came 
back--I'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  TOC a t  Dot t ie .  Do you have 
any i d e a ,  o r  rough approximation of  when t h i s  would be? 
When your a i r c r a f t  came back, set  down, when you went 
t o  t h e  TOC? Now, w e  can t i e  it i n  l a t e r  on,  you w e r e  
d i scuss  ing--previous d i scuss ion  u p s t a i r s  w i t h  General 
PEERS--that you were t h e r e  when M r .  THOMPSON and Major 
WATKE were d i scuss ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai .  We '11 
assume t h a t  it was sometime p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  t h a t  you g o t  
i n t o  t h e  TOC. 

A. Well, t h e s e  two, whether on t h e  s t r i p ,  which 
wasn ' t  a s t r i p  a t  t h a t  time--but t h e r e  were numerous 
park ing  a r e a s ,  along an access  road, t h a t  came i n  from 
t h e  highway up towards where our  OPs van was, which 
was dug i n t o  a s i d e  of a h i l l  more o r  l e s s .  I could 
have been i n  t h e  near  proximity,  could have been moni
t o r i n g  i t  on one of t h e  PRC-25's, t h a t  our  i n f a n t r y  k e p t  
on-

Q ( In te rpos ing)  What would you be doing i n  the 
TOC, i f  you were i n  t h e r e ,  when were you i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. Now you ' re  r s f e r r i n g  t o  our  opera t ions  van, and 
n o t  Task Force Barker ' s  TOC. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well now, what were your d u t i e s  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  I f  I was n o t  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  t ime, 
I would have had no d u t i e s  i n  t h e r e .  

Q What would you be doing i n  the- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I would probably have been s i t 
t i n g ,  looking a t  a map t o  s e e  what--normally we'd keep 
some information on l o c a t i o n s ,  we may have brought some
t h i n g . i n ,  from o u t  he re .  I know we picked up a f l a g  one 
t ime,  down t h e r e  on H i l l  85. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  i f  it was 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day o r  no t .  But ,  w e  brought a l l  of t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g ,  up t o  our  opera t ions  normally--and curio 
sity--maybe t o  dr ink  a cup of c o f f e e ,  j u s t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  
t h e  r a d i o  t o  s e e  what was going on-

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Were you j u s t  hanging around 
the TOC, o r  performing a  funct ion?  

A .  I would say I was probably hanging around t h e  
TOC, a t  t h a t  t ime. 

& Let  me g e t  back t o  t h e  t ime when M r .  THOMPSON 
spoke t o  Major WATKE. Can you p l a c e  t h i s ?  Was t h i s  i n  
t h e  van o r  would t h i s  have been on t h e  s t r i p ?  L e t ' s  go 
back i n  your own mind, and pu t  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  con tex t .  
Now, you haven' t been i n  country t o o  long ,  about a month, 
t h i s  i s  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h i s  is no rinky-dink a f f a i r ,  
t h a t  was whipped toge the r  a t  t h e  l a s t  t ime. This is a 
b ig  opera t ion ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  up u n t i l  t h i s  t ime,  and I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about sometime a f t e r  9 o ' c l o c k .  You know a l o t  
of people-

RCDR: The hea r ing  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by Major LYNN, and 
was t o  cont inue i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  hea r ing  with LTG PEERS. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1540 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 
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1970 .) 
(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1542 hours ,  1 4  January 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Captain MOE. 

(The witness  r epor ted  t o  t h e  10.) 

Captain MOE, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain 
under oa th  before  t h i s  hea r ing .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

LTC BAUER: S i r ,  we were j u s t  d i scuss ing  t h e  morning 
of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  and t r y i n g  t o  p i n  down t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
Major WATKE, dur ing  t h e  d i scuss ions  with M r .  THOMPSON. 
And, we were t r y i n g  t o  determine, whether it was on the  
landing  s t r i p ,  o r  near  t h e  van. Can you r e c a l l  t h e  i n 
c i d e n t ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i t  seems 
t o  me t h a t  when THOMPSON, i n i t i a l l y  when THOMPSON came i n ,  
he was t a l k i n g  t o  what personnel  were t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t  loc 
a t i o n .  Those t h a t  were n o t  up r e h e l i n g ,  o r  anything,  
a t  the r e f u e l i n g  shack. And, t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Major 
WATKE took him along wi th  him t o  t a l k  t o  him, r a t h e r  
than having it being l a r g l y  d i scussed ,  i n  a s e s s i o n .  
Now, t h i s  is  what I seem t o  r e c a l l .  This i s  n o t  a sup 
p o s i t i o n ,  and i t  cannot be s t a t e d  as  a  hard  f a c t .  But,  
t h i s  i s  what seems occurred.  

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  who was wi th  M r .  THOMPSON 
a t  t h i s  t ime,  any of h i s  crew members, o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  
p i l o t s ,  t h a t  may have been f l y i n g  i n  t h e  scou t  t r o o p  wi th  
him? 

A. W e l l ,  they wouldn ' t  a l l  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  have come 
back a t  t h e  same t ime.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any i n d i v i d u a l s  
a s  such, being wi th  him. 
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Q. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  time--now w e  haven ' t  go1.e i n t o  what 
was d iscussed  between M r .  THOMPSON and Major WATKE--but , 
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime,  t h e r e  was conversa t ion  over t h e  r ad io .  
Now, you d iscussed  some of what went on, whi le  you were i n  
t h e  a i r .  Did you h e a r  any of t h e  conversat ion on t h e  r a d i o ,  
i n  t h e  Company TOC, i n  t h e  van? 

A. I thought I had, s i r ,  b u t  i n i t i a l l y ,  I was no t  
aware t h a t  we' had gone i n t o  H i l l  85, on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
It was some moments, a f t e r  w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  d i scuss ion ,  t h a t  
i t  was brought back, t h a t  we d i d  i n  f a c t ,  go i n t o  H i l l  85. 
So, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I heard t h e  conversa t ion  on our  TOC 
r a d i o ,  as  opposed t o  our  a i r c r a f t  r ad io .  

Q - What r ad ios  would you have i n  t h e  TOC? That is ,  
what could you monitor i n  t h e  TOC? 

A .  We normally had two FM' s , when we s t a r t e d  ou t .  
One of them being on our  ground supported b a t t a l i o n  f r e 
quency, which would be BARKER'S frequency, a t  t h a t  time. 
And, one i n  our company F M .  We a l s o  had a UHF,  which may 
o r  may n o t  have been o p e r a t i o n a l ,  a t  t h a t  t ime.  Which 
would have been a l s o  on a company UHF frequency. But,  only' 
one r a d i o ,  and we  wouldn ' t  have been a b l e  t o  monitor t h e  
company u n i t s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. But,  you should,  under those  circumstances,  have 
been a b l e  t o  monitor Task Force Barker ' s  command push? 

A. Y e s  s i r ,  we should have. 

Q e Okay, now d id  you, i n  f a c t ,  monitor t h a t  while 
you were i n  t h e  van? Did you h e a r  any of t h e  t ransmiss ions  
t h a t  were going on? It may be t h a t  you c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  
between what came across  Task Force Barker ' s  command n e t ,  
your own command n e t ,  o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  n e t s .  But, what 
we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  is  what conversa t ion  you may have heard ,  
whi le  you were i n  t h e  TOC. A s  we s t a r t e d  saying  downstairs ,  
you'd been i n  a country a month. This i s  a p r e t t y  b i g  
opera t ion  t h a t  you were on. The records  during t h a t  morning 
i n d i c a t e d ,  t h a t  you were meeting with some success .  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  everyone would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
how you w e r e  doing. How t h e  u n i t s  were doing? What kind 
of  suppor t  you w e r e  providing? What were t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t h i s  support?  
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A.  Now, you say  it was a b i g  opera t ion  f o r  us .  This 
i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  I had only been i n  country one month. Now, 
o u t  of t h a t ,  2 weeks we had s p e n t  almost e n t i r e l y  on the  
ground, and n o t  opera t ing  as  a company, a s  such. I t h i n k  w e  
flew one of our  f i r s t  t r a i n i n g  missions i n  t h e  end of  Febru
a r y ,  i n  which we l o s t  an H-13. I t  was i n  f a c t ,  one of our  
f i r s t  opera t ions  probably,  w i t h i n  t h e  proximity of any ground 
t roops .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n d i v i d u a l s  coming down t o  t h e  
company on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, a s  such. However, General 
YOUNG, I know, was down t o  our  l o c a l  TOC t h e r e ,  on a number 
o f  occasions,  and I happened t o  be down t h e r e  by myself ,  some
t imes.  

Q What we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r i g h t  now, i s  t h e  con
v e r s a t i o n s  which may have come over t h e  r a d i o s ,  whi le  you 
were i n  t h e  van. You should have been l i s t e n i n g  t o  these  
r a d i o s ,  and had some f e a r  f o r  what was going on. Now, you 
f lew the  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  mission i n  t h e  morning, and you 
were with t h e  element t h a t  put  t h e  t roops i n  on H i l l  85. 
From t h a t ,  you've g o t  a f e e l  f o r  what i s  going on. You have 
heard  some conversat ions.  And, y o u ' r e  monitoring both  the 
Task Force Barker u n i t ,  and your own i n t e r n a l  n e t ,  t r y i n g  
t o  keep pace with wha t ' s  going on. Did you g e t  a f e e l  then ,  
f o r  what was going on? 

A .  I seem t o  remember one comment, t h a t  I ' m  q u i t e  
s u r e  now, came over t h e  a i r ,  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I 
th ink  t h a t  was probably Rawhide 6 ,  because it had k ind  of a  
dis t inct ive--you g e t  t o  hea r ing  a persons vo ice  s e v e r a l  times-
t h e  comment was, " I  don' t want any unnecessarLr k i l l i n g  down 
t h e r e .  " This I b e l i e v e ,  came from one of t h e  C&C sh ips .  

Q. This is t h e  type  conversat ion.  What was t h i s  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f ?  This type  of message i s n ft a common occurrence,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h i s  type  of an opera t ion ,  when it comes up 
a s  a r e s u l t  of something. Do you remember what caused t h i s ,  
o r  was t h e r e  any t ransmiss ions  t h e n ,  t h a t  could g i v e  you an 
i n d i c a t i o n ,  as  t o  what caused t h i s ?  

A. Well, t h i s  may have been p a r t l y  from when we w e r e  
a i rborne ,  and no t  from conversat ions t h a t  I monitored, w i t h i n  
t h e  l o c a l  TOC. Now, t h e  comments t h a t  I have mentioned about 
a d i t c h  being f u l l  o f  bodies ,  30 t o  40 bodies .  That t h e r e  
was ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g .  I would imagine t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
some bear ing  being made on t h e  comments of t h e  f i r s t  one. 
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Q. Y e s ,  b u t  t h i s  information came i n t o  you, l a t e r .  

That i s ,  the  information concerning t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  

came t o  you a f t e r  t h i s  t ransmiss ion  was on t h e  a i r .  I ' m  thing  

i n g  t h a t  a t  t h e  time t h i s  came over  t h e  r a d i o ,  t h i s  would-

it would seem t o  me, t o  s t r i k e  you as  be ing  d i f f e r e n t ,  o r  out  

of  t h e  o rd ina ry ,  and t h a t  t h i s  was your u n i t ,  t h a t  i s  involved. 

You were o u t  t h e r e  too .  You were o u t  t h e r e  suppor t ing  t h i s  

u n i t .  You're p a r t  of Task Force Barker ,  and something is 

going on, and t h e  commander is  say ing ,  s t o p  something. 

And, a t  t h i s  t ime,  you d o n ' t  have t h e  informat ion  t h a t  you 

rece ived  l a t e r  on. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  is  what e l s e  

went on a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  t h a t  would e x p l a i n  t h i s  t ransmiss ion?  

La te r  on, it was a l l  i n  focus ,  o r  probably i n  b e t t e r  focus.  

Did you have any o t h e r  information? Did you h e a r  any o t h e r  

t ransmissions t h a t  would exp la in  t h i s ?  


A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r s .  There probably w e r e  

f o r  t h a t  one i tem t o  s t i c k  out  i n  my mind, because I have 

some r e c a l l  of t h e  e n t i r e  a f te rnoon now, b u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

I c a n ' t  remember any, r i g h t  now. 


Q- During t h a t  same time pe r iod  now, t h e r e  was a med
evac ou t  of t h e  a r e a ,  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  i t s e l f .  Probably,  by one 
of t h e  l i f t  s h i p s .  Now, d i d  you h e a r  any of t h e  conversa t ions  
concerning t h i s  medevac? Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i 
dent?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  medevac, no sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l ,  any of t h e  conversa t ion  t h a t  the 
p i l o t s  made. Conversations t h a t  were ou t  of t h e  o rd ina ry ,  
t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  something unusual,  was going on? 

A. Well, I thought t h e  comments t h a t  I had heard ,  
came from e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day, and e v i d e n t l y  they came from 
a f t e r  our  people have go t t en  back on t h e  ground. So, I ' m  
unsure now. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  information t h a t  you d i d  hea r  from 
t h e  t roops on t h e  ground, about t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
where d id  you g e t  t h e  information about th is - - the  f i r s t  
time? 


A. Pardon me, s i r .  
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Q - This i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  we  d iscussed  e a r l i e r ,  about 
what M r .  THOMPSON--and t h e  complaints from t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s .  
When was t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you heard ,  t h a t  something unus
u a l  was going on i n  My L a i ,  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I f e e l  l i k e  t h a t  was a f t e r  w e  g o t  back t o  Dot t i e  
aga in ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  
t h e  morning, b u t  I know our  p i l o t s  a l s o  commented, t h a t  they 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  were some c a s u a l i t i e s  t h a t  were caused by 
gunships,  f o r  example. And, t h a t  could have been e a r l i e r  i n  
t h e  day. But,  j u s t  g e t t i n g  back t o  t h i s  H i l l  85. I d i d n ' t  
i n i t i a l l y  r e c a l l  having been i n t o  H i l l  85 on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
day, and t h a t  k i n d  of throws a monkey wrench into.  t h e  whole 
t iming,  here .  When I would have heard these  whole conversa 
t i o n s ,  f o r  example. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s t r a n g e  a c t u a l l y ,  
a t  the  time we went i n  t o  H i l l  85, a s  f a r  a s  t h e r e  being a 
l a r g e  number of people,  j u s t  i n  my mind, r i g h t  now. 

Q e  The t h i n g  t h a t  I c a n ' t  put  i n  i t s  proper  context  
i s  t h a t  you a r e  i n  t h e  TOC, and you a r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
the van. I n  any even t  you h e a r  t h i s  message over  t h e  r a d i o ,  
t h a t  t h e  commander of  t h i s  opera t ion  i s s u e s  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g .  This i s  an unusual message. You d o n ' t  h e a r  t h i s .  
m e s s age everyday. 

A. This i s  t r u e .  

Q You d o n ' t  have any f i r s t h a n d  informat ion ,  a t  t h i s  
t ime,  t o  expla in  it. 

A .  This may have been t h e  f i r s t  t ransmiss ion  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  frequency t h a t  I monitored, however. I d o n ' t  know. 

&. Did you i n q u i r e  around, o r  ask anyone e l s e  what 
might cause t h a t  message? 

A. S i r ,  I may have. This was nea r ly  2 years  ago. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  o r  some time l a t e r  i n  
t h e  morning, d i d  you have any knowledge of how t h e  opera t ion  
was going? How was your u n i t  doing? Did you g e t  any r e p o r t  
of any k i l l s  t h a t  your com?any had made, o r  t h a t  t h e  ground 
element had made? Were you aware of  t h i s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we g o t  any, b u t  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  any comment, about our  progress  from anyone, o r  t o  
anyone. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  know of any k i l l s  t h a t  were made by 
t h e  gunships of yours ,  o r  t h e  174th? 

A.  I knew t h e r e  were k i l l s ,  t h a t  a  p i l o t  s a i d ,  t h a t  
appeared t o  be made by gunships on t h e  p r e s t r i k e ,  o r  when they 
were l i f t i n g  t h e  i n f a n t r y  elements i n ,  I would assume. But, 
t h e  t i m e  frame again--was it be fo re  w e  pu t  i n  on H i l l  85,  o r  
a f t e r  I came i n ,  a f t e r  they had been e x t r a c t e d ,  o r  what? I 
c a n ' t  say.  

Q Did anyone i n  your TOC eve r  keep t r a c k  of anyth ing ,  
l i k e  body count  on ope ra t ions?  

A. Y e s  s ir .  We f i l e d  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  and these  
w e r e  f i l e d  a t  our  company and-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, t h i s  was du r ing  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  kep t  our  own. I n i t i a l l y  they had been 
keeping it on paper  and l a t e r  on, w e  s t a r t e d  us ing  a journa l .  

Q - A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w e r e  you t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a t  t h e  company I was n o t  t he  
ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r .  That i s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can say f o r  
s u r e  because I mentioned t o  you a few moments ago, I d i d  have 
a  number of d u t i e s  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  month, and I was t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  o rganized .  I t  is very  c l o s e  t o  t h a t  d a t e ,  16 March, 
t h a t  I became t h e  ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r .  

Q On t h i s  same d a t e ,  t h e n ,  a f t e r  THOMPSON had spoken 
t o  Major WATKE, do you know what Major WATKE d i d ?  You men- 
t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  he went over  t o  see Colonel BARKER. Do 
you know what else w a s  done? Is t h e r e  anyone e l s e  t h a t  Major 
WATKE may have spoken t o ?  

A, H e  may have spoken t o  a number of people .  I 'm s u r e  
he would have informed Colonel HOLLADAY about it, our  
b a t t a l i o n  commander, b u t  once aga in ,  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  t h a t  I saw 
him t a l k  t o  anyone, nor  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
recall s e e i n g  him t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel BARKER, b u t  w e  v i s i t e d  
t h e i r  TOC, up t h e r e  a t  Task Force Barker a t  l e a s t  once o r  
t w i c e  d a i l y .  I know I d i d ,  when I was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  
and Major WATKE w a s  normally up t h e r e ,  a l s o .  I t  seems l i k e  
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t h a t  would very l i k e l y  happen, b u t  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I saw 
t h a t .  I do seem t o  r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER say ing  something 
l i k e ,  " w e ' l l  look i n t o  i t . "  And, t h i s  i s  j u s t  an i s o l a t e d  
comment again ,  t h a t  seems t o  come i n t o  my mind. So, t o  me 
this impl ies  t h a t  o r  WATKE t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q. Okay, a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON spoke t o  Major WATKE, 
and Major WATKE had assumedly spoken t o  Colonel BARKER, d i d  
you hea r  any t r ansmiss ions ,  probably over  the  Task Force 
Barker command push, t h a t  may have been a r e s u l t  of t h e  con
v e r s a t i o n ,  between Major WATKE and Colonel BARKER? 

A. On t h e  t iming of t h e s e  s ta tements ,  I c a n ' t  say 
e x p l i c i t l y .  That could have been what prompted t h e  s t a t e 
ment f o r  example, " I don' t want any needless  k i l l i n g , "  o r  
whatever. Once again ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  was ~ a w h i d e6 ,  
o r  whoever. Rawhide 6 , seems t o  come t o  my mind again ,  a t  I 

t h i s  time. But, t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s ,  t h a t  
d o n ' t  seem t o  t i e  toge the r  i n  my mind, a s  f a r  a s ,  t h e  t i m e s ,  
f o r  example. When, I heard conversa t ions  from our  p i l o t s ,  
whether i t  was on t h e  ground af te rwards ,  o r  whether it had - I 
been me monitoring t h e  r ad ios  up i n  our  TOC, o r  i n  the a i r 
c r a f t - - the  t iming of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  t h a t  day. 

10: Let me go over j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  t iming 
t h a t  took p lace  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  and spec i f -  
i c a l l y  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t ,  which may t i e  you i n  a l i t t l e  
t i g h t e r ,  and where you might have been, and where you might 
have heard t h i n g s ,  Captain MOE. The a i r  a s s a u l t  was t o  be- 
g i n  a t  0 7 3 0 ,  perceded by about 3 t o  5 minutes o f  prep.  
The landing was genera l ly  supervised--the combat assault--by 
t h e  174th Aviat ion Company, a l t l o u g h  i t  may have had some 
o t h e r  s l i c k s  i n  t h e r e .  General ly ,  a couple of guns, and n ine  
o r  t e n  s l i c k s  which s t a r t e d  landing w e s t  of My Lai  a t  0730, 
which was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  J u s t  before  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  a r r i v e d ,  
and while t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was s t i l l  i n  p rogress ,  your aero-
scou t  team a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene.  One H-23 and a couple of 
guns. They operated t o  t h e  south  of Highway 521. I f  you can 
v i s u a l i z e  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. With t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  l i f t ,  and t o  g e t  ou t  of 
t h e  way of t h e  l i f t ,  they moved f u r t h e r  t o  the  sou th ,  gen
e r a l l y  down along t h e  Song Tra Khuc River ,  and south of H i l l  
85. About t h e  t ime t h e  f i n a l  l i f t  came i n ,  which was about 
0747, and t h e  l i f t  completed a t  0750, t h e  aero-scout team, 
loca ted  on H i l l  85, a t  about 8 o ' c l o c k ,  o r  along about i n  
t h e r e  someplace, t h e s e  mortar rounds,  and then  put  a c a l l  in-  
t o  t h e  ground element,  t o  g e t  some people up t h e r e ,  t o  take  
c a r e  of them. So, recognizing t h i s ,  coming along about 8 
o ' c lock ,  recognizing t h a t  i t  takes  a l i t t l e  t ime,  t o  g e t  t h e  
ground elements a l e r t e d ,  and loaded up, and s o  f o r t h ,  and the  
f a c t  t h a t  i t  takes  some t ime,  t o  g e t  t h e  job done. Now, a l l  
t h ings  being equa l ,  t h a t  would have p u t  you back i n  the  van, 
I would imagine, somewhere around t h e  0915 time per iod .  

A .  That sounds reasonable ,  s i r .  We were t a l k i n g  a 
few minutes ago, s i r ,  and I d i d  r e c a l l ,  t h a t  we went ou t  
over  t h e  water  f o r  a while ,  and then  down t o  t h e  south  of t h e  
Song Tra Khuc River. We had t o  move around, because we were 
up a t  a l t i t u d e ,  and t h e r e  was a l o t  of congest ion,  and t r a f f i c  
down t h e r e ,  and t h e  clouds moved around, s o  we had t o  move 
around. And, we t a l k e d  t o o ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  about p u t t i n g  our  
i n £  an t ry  h e r e .  I t h i n k ,  it was t h e  f i r s t  time i n t o  H i l l  85. 
And I mentioned t h a t  I thought  t h a t  we were unable t o  g e t  
our  i n f a n t r y ,  a l l  loaded on t h a t  h i l l .  I t  seems t o  me, t h a t  
I probably made t h e  f i r s t  approach t h e r e ,  and being g r o s s l y  
unqua l i f i ed  a t  t h e  t ime,  we were unable t o  g e t  down and g e t  
r i d  of our  load. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  was 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  and i t ' s  n o t  t h e  e a s i e s t  h i l l  
i n  t h e  world t o  pu t  someone on. But, a s  I understand i t ,  
t o  g e t  t h e  people on the  ground, and g e t  t h e  rounds demolished 
took somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 5 minutes. And, of 
course ,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  pickup and r e t u r n  t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Pu t t ing  
i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r  would i n d i c a t e  about t h e  t ime, t h a t  you should 
be i n  t h e  a i r  and &out t h e  t ime,  t h a t  you should have s t a r t e d  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  something i n  t h e  van, coming over  your TOC n e t .  

A. W e l l ,  up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  
  
I know t h a t  we would have been on t h e  company F M  frequency 
 
and I wouldn't  be a b l e  t o  monitor any o f  t h e  ground conversa-

t i o n s ,  o t h e r  than poss ib ly  our  Skee te r ,  who would have been 
 
on our  frequency. And, our  frequency would have .been UHF, 
 
of course.  
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Q Did you h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  going on ,  on t h e  UHF 
o r  t h e  FM between t h e  H - 2 3  and low gun, and any comment between 
t h e  low gun and t h e  h i g h  gun, concerning any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
t h a t  was going on,  and c a l l  i n  gunships  t o  l a n d ,  and p i c k  
up people?  

A. Well,  I know from c o n v e ~ s a t i o n ,whether  it w a s  
moni tor ing  r a d i o s  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  o r  a f t e r  o u r  team came back 
i n  aga in ,  t h a t  THOMPSON had n o t  been a b l e  t o  move people  w i t h  
h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  had an H-23 t h e r e ,  and I know some people  
were moved by o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I t h i n k  they  were o u r s ,  by 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  But I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  w a s  wh i l e  I was on 
t h e  ground l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o ,  o r  i f  it w a s  a f t e r  o u r  
team came back i n  t o  r e f u e l .  

Q W e l l ,  do you remember, M r .  MILLIANS, i n  t h i s  whole 
arrangement,  o r  M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

A. Well,  I mentioned M r .  MILLIANS as one of t h e  
people  t h a t  I worild have expec ted  be ing  i n  a  gunsh ip ,  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I would have expected CUL
VERHOUSE t o  be f l y i n g  i n  a gunship.  I t h i n k  he would have 
been f l y i n g  a s l i c k ,  i f  he was up t h e r e  a t  a l l .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  Capta in  LIVINGSTON a t  a l l ,  o r  re
member any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him? 

A .  I d o n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  any conve r sa t ion  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w i t h  any gunship p i l o t s ,  as r e l a t e d  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  state 
ment. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  about t h e  conve r sa t ion  
as be ing  specif ic--was s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a name, was 
w i t h  THOMPSON and t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  bunker,  and I d i d  h e a r  
about  people  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  be ing  k i l l e d .  

& Did you unders tand  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON picked  t h i s  
c h i l d  up a t  t h e  bunker ,  o r  somewhere e l s e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he p icked  t h e  c h i l d  up a t  t h e  bunker ,  
because ,  it was a wounded c h i l d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  i f  it was 
an arm wound, o r  a l e g  wound, b u t ,  I know t h a t  when he re
l a t e d  s t o p p i n g  where t h i s  o f f i c e r  was l o c a t e d ,  t h a t  he had 
h i s  door gunner,  o r  h i s  crew c h i e f  t r a i n  h i s  M-60 on him. 

Q Did he s a y ,  t h a t  he had t h e  M-60 t r a i n e d  on him, 
o r  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he w a s  j u s t  be ing  covered by t h e  M-60? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  it was one o r  t h e  o t h e r .  
But ,  I do recall ,  t h a t  he was extremely angry a t  t h i s  
o f f i c e r ,  whose name he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - T h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  ask you,  what was h i s  
a t t i t u d e  when he  t a l k e d  t o  you,  and what was h i s  a t t i t u d e  
when he t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE. Was he coming through loud 
and c l e a r ,  o r  was he so emot iona l ly  u p s e t ,  t h a t  he w a s n ' t  
making h imse l f  r e a l l y  unders tood? 

A .  W e l l ,  he was mad. H e  cou ld  have g o t t e n  some
t h i n g  i n t o  the s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  belong 
t h e r e .  But,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  was a c a s e ,  where he was 
s o  overwrought,  t h a t  nobody could  unders tand  what w a s  on 
his mind. Whether it was t h e  ground t r o o p s  t h a t  had 
wounded t h i s  c h i l d ,  o r  what,  I d o n ' t  recal l .  I do r e c a l l ,  
t h a t  he  was extremely angry over  h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  
t h i s  o f f i c e r .  And, he  remarked t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q From a l l  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you h e a r d ,  t h i n g s  
on t h e  a i r ,  you 'd  t a l k e d  t o  him, and he had t a l k e d  t o  
WATKE, and you overheard p a r t s  of t h a t .  What 's  t h e  
impress ion  about  t h e  number of  dead c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  he 
w a s  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. O v e r a l l ,  I wouM s a y  i n  t h e  neighborhood of 
between 100 and 15C, p o s s i b l y  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Tha t  was 
d u r i n g ,  o r  throughout  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we w e r e  o p e r a t i n g .  
That i nc luded  the l a r g e r  numbers a l o n g s i d e  of t h e  road ,  
and some bod ie s  t h a t  were s c a t t e r e d  throughout  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. And, he gave t h i s  same in fo rma t ion  t o  WATKE? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge--I remarked, 
when w e  w e r e  down w i t h  Colonel  PATTERSON t h a t  THOMPSON 
came i n  and he was mad. He was t a l k i n g  t o  whoever was 
a v a i l a b l e  f i r s t ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  a number of us .  I t  seems 
t h a t  WATKE took him o f f  t o  t a l k  w i t h  him by h i m s e l f ,  
r a t h e r  t han  having everyone invo lved ,  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  . 
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Q We might s ay  t h e n ,  s o  t h a t  we d o n ' t  p u t  words 
o r  thoughts  i n  your mouth, t h a t  THOMPSON, i n  t h e  s h o r t  
t ime t h a t  you had been t a l k i n g  t o  h i m ,  impressed on your  
mind what he was say ing .  And t h a t  s i n c e  he d i d  go up t o  
t a l k  t o  WATKE, t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e  same impress ion .  Wouid 
t h a t  be a l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of i t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  how I would f e e l  about it, y e s  sir. 

Q You, e v i d e n t l y ,  were c l o s e  t o  THOMPSON. Did 
he  s t a y  mad l i k e  t h i s  f o r  very  long? 

A.  Well, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I was any c l o s e r  t o  THOMPSON than  any o t h e r  person.  

Q Well,  I d i d n ' t  mean t o  imply t h a t  you w e r e  
an  o l d  buddy of THOMPSON'S, t h a t  wasn' t my p o i n t .  But ,  
you a r e  a t  l e a s t  w e l l  enough acqua in ted  t o  THOMPSON, 
it would appear  t o  m e ,  t h a t  i f  THOMPSON woulb have been 
s o  i r r i t a t e d - 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  would have impressed m e ,  yes, 
sir .  

Q. A t  t h e  l and ing  zone and a t  D o t t i e ,  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  would have cont inued  f o r  some t ime w i t h i n  t h e  company, 
t h a t  you would have been aware of  it. 

A. I know t h a t  he p e r s i s t e d  throughout  t h a t  
day,  and k e p t  commenting on it, you know. And, it wasn ' t  
on ly  h i s  comments. Because, t h e r e  w e r e  comments from o t h e r  
people  i n  t h e  company, too .  But ,  how much they  were a f f e c t e d  
by h i s  comments and t h e i r  comments, I d o n ' t  know. But,  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  a long p e r i o d  of  t ime .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it extended f o r  a week. Maybe 2 days.  

Q We're t a l k i n g  about  two t h i n g s .  O r ,  perhaps  
w e  might be t a l k i n g  about  one. On one hand,  w e ' r e  t a l k 
ing about a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  an American o f f i c e r  on 
t h e  ground. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  scenes  
i n  which THOMPSON s a w  between 100 and 150 bod ie s  on t h e  
ground. 
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A. I t  was a l l  our  people. I t  wasn ' t  j u s t  THOMPSON'S 
observat ion.  

Q. But,  is  THOMPSON t a l k i n g  about two d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n g s ,  o r  was he t a l k i n g  about,  one i n  t h e  same th ing ;  
i n  your v i s u a l i z a t i o n  a s  you look back now? 

A .  Is t h i s  150 people t h e  r e s u l t  of o r  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  confronta t ion  with t h e  o f f i c e r ?  

Q - Yes? 

A. No, s ir .  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I th ink  t h a t  
THOMPSON'S confronta t ion  with t h e  o f f i c e r  had more t o  
do with the  people i n  t h e  bunker, than t h i s  one wounded, 
o r  i n j u r e d  Vietnamese boy, a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. But, you look upon them, a s  somewhat, two sepa- 
r a t e  i n c i d e n t s ,  r a t h e r  than p a r t  of an o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e .  

A. A l i t t l e  of both ,  s i r ,  b u t  more s o ,  separa ted  
than being d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d .  H i s  anger was--the o f f i c e r  
t h a t  he t a lked  t o  on the  ground was pr imari ly--I  f e l t ,  was 
the  r e s u l t  of t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  between him 
and the  p lace  he was advancing t o .  And, a l s o  t h e  small  
Vietnamese boy. Now, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r  
had threa tened t h e  boy, o r  t h a t  he had planned t o  shoot  
him, o r  anything of t h a t  s o r t .  But,  I know t h a t  t h i s  
angered THOMPSON, and I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  wounded 
c h i l d  was loca ted  with t h e  people i n  t h e  bunker. Although 
he may have been. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  you s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  when he 
t a lked  t o  t h i s  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  o f f i c e r  s a i d ,  t h e r e  was only 
one way t o  t ake  ca re  of them. What e l s e  d id  he say? 
What was t h e  only way t o  take c a r e  of them? 

A. To shoot  them. To g e t  them out  of t h e r e .  
And, THOMPSON i n  e f f e c t ,  s a i d ,  "Well, I ' m  qoing over 
t h e r e ,  and g e t  them out  of here ."  Which he d i d .  
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Q* Do you know of anybody t h a t  THOMPSON may have 
t a l k e d  t o  o u t s i d e  of t h e  company? 

A.  I can surmise  t h a t  he may have t a l k e d  t o  some 
of his o l d  f r i e n d s  from DIVARTY about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  because 
t h a t "  where he  came t o  us  from. Now, t h i s  i s  something 
I can on ly  surmise .  He may have a c t u a l l y  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
BARKER, and once aga in  t h i s  a s u p p o s i t i o n  on my p a r t .  
P o s s i b l y  Major WATKE took  him a long  t o  t a l k  t o  him. 

Q I s e e ,  t h e r e  are many, many chances t h a t  he 
could have taken  t o  t a l k  t o  him. My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  do you 
know of him t a l k i n g  t o  anybody? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were never  aware t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  yoing on,  o t h e r  t h a n  what you 
had hea rd ,  t h a t  Major WATKE s a i d ,  " t o  keep it q u i e t  and 
t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  Is tha t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. This  i s  p r e t t y  much t r u e ,  s ir .  There  w e r e  no 
v i s a b l e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  I saw of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  No r e s u l t s  
t o  my knowledge. 

Q You w e r e  never  informed of  any r e s u l t s  of any
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  Th is  i s  n o t  t o  s ay  t h a t  
I may n o t  have. But ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

9. W e  recognize  t h a t  you d o n ' t  have t o  f e e l  ashamed 
i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t ,  t h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  these f a c t s  o u t  
of you, t h a t  took p l a c e  2 y e a r s  ago. Because, y o u ' r e  no 
more of a mental  computer, t han  I am, o r  anybody else is ,  
because you j u s t  c a n ' t  s t o r e  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  and have a 
complete r e c a l l .  But ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  w e ' r e  going through 
t h i s ,  t o  g i v e  you some i d e a s ,  which may r e f r e s h  your  memory, 
t o  s e e  some of t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  which might n o t  be c a l l e d  t o  
l i g h t .  

LTC PATTERSON: This  100 t o  150 t h a t  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d .  
Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  o r  making a  de t e rmina t ion  i n  your  
mind as t o  how they  were k i l l e d ,  and by whom? 
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A.  W e l l ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  a number of them, and once 
aga in  I would h e s i t a t e  t o  s ay  t h e  number, it  appeared had 
been k i l l e d  by t h e  p rep ,  e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunship p rep  
of t h e  LZ which should  have been j u s t  t o  t h e  wes t  of t h e  
c i t y ,  r a t h e r  t han  r i g h t  on t h e  c i t y .  There were a l o t  
of o p e r a t i o n s  over  i n  t h a t  a r e a  where preps  were a common 
t h i n g ,  r a t h e r  t han  uncommon, and t h i s  may have been t h e  
t y p e ,  where t h i s  day t h e r e  may a l s o  have been Vietnamese 
s t r i k e s ,  w i t h  A - 1 ' s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  
I do know t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  
i n  t h e  o l d  ARVN AO, where t h e r e  were some a i r  s t r i k e s ,  
as w e l l .  They were never  r e a l l y  on t h e  populous,  a s  such ,  
b u t  j u s t  t o  c l e a r  o u t  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  where t h e  l and ing  was 
t o  be made. 

Q Did M r .  THOMPSON eve r  s ay  anyth ing  about  who, 
o r  whether it was ground f o r c e s ,  o r  a i r  f o r c e s ,  o r  h e l i 
c o p t e r  f o r c e s ,  t h a t  w e r e  doing t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A.  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  THOMPSON, I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  I know, 
he mentioned guns shoo t ing  a t  w h a t  he f e l t  were unarmed 
pe r sonne l ,  o r  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I know our  gun
s h i p  p i l o t s  f e l t  l i k e ,  t h e r e  was a nurrber t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d  by gunships .  

9- The gunsh ips  of t h e  u n i t s  involved? 

A. Wel l ,  t h i s  i s  what t hey  f e l t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  how much t i m e  you f lew t h a t  day? 
Do you have p e r s o n a l  knowledqe from checking your  r e c o r d s ,  
as t o  how much t ime you flew? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  check my r e c o r d s  f o r  t h a t  
day. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e  e a r l i e r  t oday ,  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  l a r g e  numbers of  Vietnamese pe r sonne l  a long  
t h e  highway? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  a f t e r  w e  t a l k e d  about  H i l l  85 ,  I remembered 
them walking down t h e r e .  And, it was walking,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a 
h i g h  speed e x i t ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  where you saw t h e s e  people? 

A .  I t  was when we were coming i n  t o  H i l l  85, t o  the  
b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  We had s t a r t e d  our  approach from 
t h e  e a s t  across  he re ,  and cominy i n  from t h e  nor th  north 
e a s t ,  probably,  and going ou t  t o  t h e  e a s t  again.  I t  was 
roughly,  when our i n f a n t r y  was going i n  tha t - - there  was 
a b i g  movement of people down t h i s  road here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
l o c a t i o n s  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1 . )  

&= The road j u s t  t o  t h e  south  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Road 521 going t o  the  southwest. And, j u s t  
nor th  of H i l l  85,  and a l i t t l e  b i t  west of H i l l  85. 

9 Do you know who wrote up the  awards f o r  t h e  in 
d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
M r .  THOMPSON? You mentioned t h e s e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  t e s t i 
mony. 

A.  Yes, s i r .  Who rendered t h e  eye wi tness  s t a t e 
ment, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' m  s u r e  you may have those  f a c t s ,  
and I don ' t .  No, you may n o t  e i t h e r .  I t  seems t o  me, t h a t  
I went over t h e  gramat ica l  por t ions  of i t ,  b u t  i n i t i a l l y ,  
Captain FLYNN would have been our  awards and decora t ions  
o f f i c e r ,  and I l a t e r  on became t h e  awards and decora t ions  
o f f i c e r .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  award? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  and I know t h e  recommendation t h a t  
went i n  had t o  do wi th  h i s  saving of l i f e - - t h e r e  i n  those 
bunkers--of t h e  one c h i l d .  

Q I n  t h e  wr i teup  of t h e  award a s  you r e c a l l  seeing 
it, t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances,  d id  the  wr i teup  s t r i k e  
you i n  any way with r e fe rence  t o  the  opera t ion ,  a s  you 
r e c a l l e d  i t ,  o r  had it repor ted  t o  you? 

A.  I t  seems t o  me, t h a t  t h e r e  was mention made i n  
t h e r e  of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  bunkers,  being between enemy 
and advancing f r i e n d l i e s ,  and t h a t  he had gone i n t o  t h i s  no 
man's l and ,  o r  i t s  e q u i v i l a n t  t o  save l i f e  and l i m b .  Other 
than those terms,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  But, gen
e r a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was what was s t a t e d .  
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Q- And, t h a t  s t r u c k  you a s  be ing  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  
e x i s t e d  on 16 March? 

A. Well ,  a s  f a r  a s  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t ,  g e t t i n g  i n t o  
an a r e a  t h a t  was n o t  dominated by f r i e n d l i e s ,  going i n  t h e r e  
under t h e  cover  on ly  of h i s  guns ,  a c t u a l l y ,  t o  se t  down and 
g e t  peop le ,  ye s .  

Q A f t e r  you became t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  
1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  I assume? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  123d. 

Q - 123d? Did you h e a r  any t a l k  w h i l e  you were 
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  con
c e rn ing  what occur red  a t  My Lai?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  any of 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  members a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
was l a t e  August,  when I became t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r .  And a l s o  t h a t  t h e  S 3  a t t e n d e d  a l l  of t h e  s t a f f  
mee t ings ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a few, when I had t o  go. b u t ,  nor 
mal ly  I was q u i t e  busy a t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t h a t ' s  where I 
s t a y e d .  

Q On t h e  1 6 t h ,  how long d i d  you s t a y  a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A .  I t  seems t o  m e ,  t h a t  w e  l e f t  b e f o r e  o u r  normal 
q u i t t i n g  t i m e  t h a t  day. Normally, we'd come back about  
1700 hour s ,  o r  s o ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  we'd e i t h e r  l e a v e  o r  g e t  
home a t  t h a t  t ime.  I t h i n k  w e  came back e a r l i e r ,  b u t  w e  
w e r e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where w e  d i d n ' t  have a g r e a t  number of 
a i r c r a f t  t o  work w i t h  a t  t h a t  t ime .  

Q Were you around t h e  TOC, t h e  a v i a t i o n  TOC o r  
t h e  Task Force Barker TOC, du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you moni tor  any of t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  
may have gone on ,  on t h e  Task Force  Barker  command push,  
du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  
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A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I heard some, bu t  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  
af te rnoon was, as f a r  a s  we were concerned, cons iderably  
more r o u t i n e ,  we d i d n ' t  have our i n f a n t r y  i n  on t h e  ground, 
f o r  example. And, of course,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  one of our  f i r s t  
deployments of t h e  i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground, it had some s i g n i f 
i cance  f o r  us. I t  was considerably more r o u t i n e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember anything ear thshaking  about the  conversa t ions  t h a t  
I heard. 

a Do you r e c a l l  any r a d i o  conversat ion t h a t  may 
have come over t h e  a i r  t h a t  day, from the  Divis ion Commander? 

A. No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: J u s t  a couple of followup ques t ions ,  Captain 
MOE. I n  connection with the  award t o  THOMPSON, you re 
c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  recommendations f o r  award f o r  t h e  crew members 
who flew with THOMPSON, followed d i r e c t l y  upon the  opera t ion ,  
and t h a t  THOMPSON w a s  n o t ,  . a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  pu t  i n  f o r  t h e  
award, and t h a t  he subsequently was pu t  i n  f o r  an award. 
Can you expla in  t h e  time sequence? 

A. Well, i n i t i a l l y  what you s t a t e d  was t r u e .  A t  
t h e  t ime,  THOMPSON s t a t e d  t h a t ,  he wanted t o  g e t  h i s  
crew members an award f o r  t h e  work t h a t  they d i d  t h a t  day. 
It seemed h igh ly  improbable t h a t  they would r e c e i v e  an 
award and he d idn '  t. So, I be l i eve  we s o l i c i t e d  someone 
t o  provide a s ta tement  a s  t o  THOMPSON'S mer i t s  on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

a. When you say ,  "we," Captain MOE, was it your 
idea  o r  Major WATKE's idea?  Where d i d  t h e  i d e a  o r i g i n a t e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say ,  sir. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  around 18 March, which would be 2 days a f t e r  
t h i s  opera t ion ,  and being around the  b a t t a l i o n  van down 
the re .  And having Major WATKE come down and say t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a Colonel t h a t  wants t o  t a l k  t o  the  b a t t a l i o n ?  Do you 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such an occurrence? 
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A. No, I d o n f t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I may n o t  have been 
 
down t h e r e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day i n  ques t ion .  
  

I0: W e l l ,  Captain MOE, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  we r e s t o r e d  
more than a l i t t l e  b i t  of your memory t h i s  a f te rnoon.  

A. You have picked my b r a i n ,  s i r .  

Q. Well, a s  time goes on, and wi th  t h e  b e n e f i t  
  
of t h i s  knowledge, you may r e c a l l  some o t h e r  events  t h a t  
  
took p lace .  I f  such be t h e  c a s e ,  we would l i k e  you t o  
  
g e t  i n  touch wi th  u s ,  s o  t h a t  you can, i n  one way o r  
  
another ,  g e t  some people w i t h  you t o  make t h e s e  thoughts  
  
a mat ter  of record .  
  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have any memoranda, l e t t e r s ,  
photographs, a e r i a l  photographs, maps, or  any o t h e r  kind 
of m a t e r i a l ,  which might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us ,  we would 
l i k e  very much t o  have those .  I w i l l  give you t h i s  op
p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you might l i k e  t o  ask ,  
o r  t o  make any s ta tement  which you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
t h e  record .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have e i t h e r  one, s ir .  

Q I would again l i k e  t o  cau t ion  you, be fo re  l eav ing ,  a' 

on t h i s  ma t t e r  of d i scuss ing  you testimony. The f a c t  t h a t  
we have both  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y  warned you no t  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  i nc lud ing  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  r e p o r t s ,  and your testimony h e r e  wi th  any person who 
may i n  anyway have a connection wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  f o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  anyone o u t s i d e  of o f f i c i a l  du ty ,  a s  i n  case 
you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  a competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  

A. No s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

a. The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1635 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MULHERIN, Harold A. CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P i l o t ,  Genera l  KOSTER1s 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  A Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  f l ew w i t h  Warrant O f f i c e r  WITHAM f o r  
Genera l  KOSTER from February u n t i l  June  1968 (pgs .  2 ,  3 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  change o f  command 
ceremony on 15  March 1968, b u t  d i d  remember a t t e n d i n g  one 
where Genera l  YOUNG was (pg. 5 ) .  H i s  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  
f l y i n g  w i t h  KOSTER f o r  s i x  hours on 16 March (pg. 3 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  t o  "Son My" where t h e r e  were burned hootches 
and where t h e  VC had k i l l e d  80 c i v i l i a n s  (pgs.  6 ,  7 ,  1 7 ) .  
The a r e a  was p r o t e c t e d  by a s m a l l  c o n t i n g e n t  of Marines o r  
by t h e  Navy (pg. 7 ) .  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a r e a  as a r e f u g e e  
camp (pg. 8 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March was d e s c r i b e d  t o  
t h e  w i t n e s s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  it (pg. 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  a meeting between KOSTER, Colonel  HENDERSON and 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER t h a t  day p g  1 H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  the v i s i t  of Genera l  DOLEMAN (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember f l y i n g  over  or l and ing  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  day (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know of any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
t a k i n g  Genera l  KOSTER t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  on a few occas ions  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  He knew no th ing  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a i r  
and ground t r o o p s  (pgs.  21, 22) . 
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1970. ) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0834 hour s ,  4 March 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  t r i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
PATTERSON, 

The fo l lowing  persons  
and MAJ THOMAS. 

are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 

RCDR: The n e x t  w i tnes s  is  CW2 Harold A. MULHERIN. 

(CW2 MULHERIN w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : P l e a s e  state your f u l l  name, g rade ,  and S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number? 

A .  Harold Anthony MULHERIN, CW2, 

RCDR: S t a t e  your  branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 

p r e s e n t  du ty  s t a t i o n ?  


A. M y  branch of s e r v i c e  is  Army Avia t ion .  I 'm 

a s s igned  t o  Headquar ters  and S e r v i c e  Company, Department o f  

Rotary Wing, Contac t  D iv i s ion ,  F l i g h t  3,  Branch 1, F o r t  Rucker, 

Alabama. 


MR WEST: M r .  MULHERIN, have you r e a d  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 which 

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  


A, N o ,  sir. 


Q - What w a s  your  ass ignment  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 


A, I w a s  the p i l o t  i n  General  KOSTER's a i r c r a f t .  

Q - Colonel PATTERSON w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  

p l e a s e ?  


LTC PATTERSON: When d i d  you a r r ive  i n  Vietnam, M r .  MULHERIN? 


A. S i r ,  t h a t ' s  a good q u e s t i o n ,  I t  w a s  a-
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Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The month i s  good enough. 

A. January of 1968. 

Q January of  1968? 

A. The f i r s t  p a r t  of January,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  
7th.  

Q You were assigned t o  which u n i t ?  

A. A Company of t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n .  That 
was t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  

Q Which p la toon were you assigned t o  w i t h i n  t h e  
company? 

A. A t  t h e  time t h e r e  were no p la toons .  I t  w a s  j u s t  
a l i f t  company. Then they  l a t e r  organized the  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
p la toons .  I was assigned t o  the  2d Platoon. Then l a t e r  
about a month a f t e r  t h a t  I was assigned t o  t h e  3d Platoon 
which was a V I P  platoon.  I flew with M r .  WITHAM who is 
a p i l o t  t h a t  was t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  job t o  f l y  another  
genera l  i n  t h e  V I P  p la toon.  

Q So you s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  with the  V I P  f l i g h t  i n  
February ? 

A. I t  would be t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of January o r  somewhere 
i n  February, t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of February, g ive  o r  t ake  
a week i n  t h e r e .  

Q Did you be.gin t o  f l y  r i g h t  away with M r .  WITHAM? 

A. Yes, s i r .  That was a permanent type job t o  f l y  
wi th  M r .  WITHAM every day as  h i s  permanent p i l o t .  Then l a t e r  
t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  then  were-- la ter  I would have enough experience 
and l e a r n  t h e  a r e a  of opera t ions  and how t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  
genera ls  and t h e i r  wants, and d i s l ikes . ,  and what have you, 
s o  t h a t  when one of the  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  commanders had f i n i s h e d  
h i s  t o u r  of duty and r o t a t e d  home o r  D R O S 1 s  they c a l l  it, I 
could s w i t c h  over .  This  i s  what happened when M r .  NEWELL l e f t .  
I flew General YOUNG f o r  a ,while .  

Q - When was t h i s ?  
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A. This w a s  about  June when I took over .  I was t h e  
a i r c r a f t  commander on General  YOUNG'S s h i p .  When General  
YOUNG l e f t  and went t o - . h e  g o t  a suppor t  command i n  some s o r t  
of a l o g i s t i c s  u n i t  i n  Danang, I d o n ' t  know t h e  u n i t .  Then I 
flew-

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  So you were f l y i n g  General  KOSTER 
then  from somewhere i n  February u n t i l  June  1968? 

A ,  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  look a t  your 
p e r s o n a l  DA Form 759, I n d i v i d u a l  F l i g h t  Record? 

A. I have my copy of it, s i r .  

Q. Have you looked a t  i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  M r .  WITHAM, t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander w i t h  
whom I was f l y i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  c a l l e d  m e  and t o l d  m e  
t o  look a t  it and s e e  i f  they  j i b e d ,  h i s  was t h e  same as mine. 
S ix  hours  f l i g h t  t i m e  and a - - th i s  was i n  an  LOH model w i t h  
26 l and ings ,  Other  t h a n  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no th ing  more t o  compare 
t o  s e e  whether he f lew s a m e  a s  I d i d  t h a t  day. 

Q Did you f l y  wi th  M r .  WITHAM and General  KOSTER on 
t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  of March as w e l l ?  

A. W e  f l e w  every  day t h a t  month, eve ry  day i n  March. 

Q The purpose of c a l l i n g  you h e r e ,  M r .  MULHERIN,  is 
t o  assist  General  PEERS and M r .  WEST i n  s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  what 
w e  f e e l ,  through o t h e r  ev idence  and tes t imony,  and what General 
KOSTER f e e l s  w e r e  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  t ime 
frame, 15  t o  20 March 1968. Now, r ecogn iz ing  t h a t ,  we a r e  go- 
i n g  back some t i m e ,  2 y e a r s ,  t o  t r y  t o  p u l l  t h i s  o u t .  T h a t ' s  
why we ' r e  t a l k i n g  t o  everyone who w a s  connected w i t h ,  phys- 
i c a l l y ,  w i t h  General  KOSTER and h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h a t  
p e r i o d  of t ime.  L i t t l e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  you can r e c a l l  t o  
assist  us t o  t r y  t o  suppor t  t h a t  such-and-such d i d  occur  o r  
t h a t  General  KOSTEX w a s  i n  c e r t a i n  p l a c e s .  Therefore ,  
what we ' re  going t o  ask you now i s  t o  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  as  
much as you can even though you c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  p u t  your 
f i n g e r  on it and say t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e .  I f  you t h i n k  
it sounds f a m i l i a r  t hen  p l e a s e  s ta te  it. 
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A. A l l  r i g h t .  I ' l l  do the  very b e s t  I can, bu t  l i k e  
I say ,  I was f a i r l y  new on the  job and I was new i n  country and 
a brand new W 1  p i l o t .  A t  t h a t  time I was s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
the  c o n t r o l s  and t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  the  a i r c r a f t  a f t e r  no t  
having flown f o r  35 days o r  40 and7-well, n o t  a t  t h a t  time. 
had been f l y i n g  missions.  S t i l l  it w i l l  be awfully hard t o  
remember having been i n  p laces  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g , . y o u  know. 
A s  t o  being a b l e  t o  t e l l  you d e f i n i t e l y  we were t h e r e  on t h a t  
day o r  did t h i s  some such day is  j u s t  something t h a t  I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  I ' l l  be able t o  t e l l  you, any of these  th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Well, l e t ' s  s t a r t  o f f  with a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e .  

A. W e l l ,  okay. 

Q .  The 15th of March 1968 t h e r e  was a change of com
mand ceremony a t  Duc Pho. Br igadier  General LIPSCOMB, command
e r  of t h e  11 th  Brigade, who brought the  11th Brigade over  from 
Hawaii, turned  h i s  br igade command over t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
a t  0930 hours i n  the  morning on the  he l ipad  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho. 
We f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  General KOSTER was t h e r e .  

A, I 'm su re  he was, 

Q. You r e c a l l  see ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  change' of command? 

A, I r e c a l l  s ee ing  s e v e r a l  while  I was t h e r e .  I t  
seems vaguely I remember about a t  l e a s t  two d i f f e r e n t  cere 
monies. Now, whether they were change of command ceremonies., 
I don1t know. I know t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  cere 
monies we went t o  a t  Duc Pho.. I don't- 

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, l e t  ' s  s e e ,  time-wise t h i s  
would have been about a month and a h a l f  a f t e r  o r  a month a f t e r  
you s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  General KOSTER. What made t h i s  one perhaps 
unique i n  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  time i n  your t o u r  was t h a t  t h i s  was a 
genera l  o f f i c e r  t u r n i n g  over a command. I t  could we l l  have 
been the  f i r s t  genera l  o f f i c e r  change of command t h a t  you'd 
seen. Perhaps one of the  very few t h a t  you d i d  see  during 
your e n t i r e  t o u r .  You probably saw a l o t  of l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  
change of command ceremonies o r  f u l l  co lone l  but  probably very 
few genera l  o f f i c e r s  change of command ceremonies. 

A.  I saw a l o t  of them. 

Q - You r e c a l l  t h i s  one? 
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A. I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  and t r u t h f u l l y  say t h a t  I do r e -  
ca l l  t h i s  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  s e v e r a l  ce re 
monies t o  which w e  d i d  f l y  down t o  t h e r e  w i th  General  KOSTER. 
I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember procedure  p i l o t - w i s e  when they  had 
t h e s e  ceremonies.. W e  were n o t  t o  l and  on o u r  normal l and ing  pads 
t h e r e .  We would drop the g e n e r a l  o f f  some d i s t a n c e  away where 
w e  wou ldn ' t  blow d u s t  and t h i n g s  on t h e  men. I know we parked 
ove r  on t h e  POL. The tower would c a l l  when t h e  ceremony had 
broken up, and t h e  t r o o p s  had marched away. 

Q- General  YOUNG would have been--was a t  t h i s  change 
of  command and, of  course ,  General  LIPSCOMB, General  KOSTER, i n  
fact  most of  t h e  command element  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. I do remember one where General  YOUNG a l s o  was 
t h e r e .  I f  t h a t  was t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  would probably be t h e  one. 
I doubt t h a t  he  had t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t t end -  
i n g  t h e s e  b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  ceremonies very  o f t e n .  

Q e  
  You do r e c a l l  one w i t h  General  YOUNG b e i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir , ,  I do. I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember him park- 
i n g  on t h e  pad down i n  f r o n t  o f  us .  H e  f ou l ed  up and blew t h e  
t r o o p s  away, o r  h i s  p i l o t  d i d .  

Q- Y e s .  The nex t  day,  t h e  day fo l lowing  t h e  change 
of  command is  t h e  day t h a t  we a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  
t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, i t ' s  a  Sa turday .  General  LIPSCOMB has  
depa r t ed .  Colonel  HENDERSON i s  t h e  new b r i g a d e  commander. 
Task Force Barker  was a composite u n i t  of t h r e e  r i f l e  companies 
from d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t h a t  had 
been formed i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of January ,  probably about  t h e  
t i m e  you a r r i v e d .  I t  was s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  On t h e  16 th  
of March an o p e r a t i o n  was conducted.  Now, t h i s  was n o t  t h e i r  
f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n .  They had been i n t o  t h i s  same o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
t h a t  they  were going i n t o  on t h e  16 th  of  March i n  l a t e  February,  
2 3  February.  So t h i s  was t h e i r  second t i m e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  
The o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  concerned w i t h  i s  t h e  one t h e  day a f t e r  
t h a t  change of  command. I t  was t o  be  a two-company combat 
a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  you s e e  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1 
beh ind  you. The two L Z ' s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e .  LZ 1 and LZ 2 .  
That  is  a  blowup of  a  1:50,000.  Highway 1 i s  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t .  
I n  t h e  upper l e f t - h a n d  co rne r  i s  LZ D o t t i e .  You g o t  i t ?  Look 
i n  t h e  upper  l e f t - h a n d  co rne r .  
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A. Up h e r e ?  I g o t  it now, s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Quang Ngai Ci ty  as you s e e  is  below 
t h e  r i v e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q The Quang Ngai River  o r  Song T r a  Khuc. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  LZ Up t igh t  i s  due no r th  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  

A. Where i s  Son My o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  That  should 
be r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on t h e  map). 

b 

Q Son My i s  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  which c o n s i s t s  o f  
My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  is  d e s i g n a t e d  on t h e  map. You can s e e  Son My 
j u s t  above t h e  LZ t h e r e .  LZ 1. P o i n t  o u t  LZ 1. 

A,  Right he re .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  N o w ,  look j u s t  due n o r t h  of  t h a t ,  
500 meters, t h e r e  you s e e  Son My. 

A, What's t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between Son My and My La i?  
My L a i  i s  a p a r t  of--a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  Son My-

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  What d i d  you know 
about Son My? 

A. I remember one day General  KOSTER and--started- 
we w e r e  f l y i n g  General  KOSTER. W e  f lew down t o  a p l a c e  t h a t  
I c a l l e d  o r  we  a l l  c a l l e d  Son My o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Y e s .  

A. The VC had j u s t  knocked t h e  h e l l  o u t  of  u s  over- 
ove rn igh t .  There was a real c l o s e  bunch of hootches ,  you 
know, t h e s e  g r a s s  h u t s .  They had j u s t  knocked t h e  h e l l  o u t  of  
them. They w e r e  completely burned up,. and they  k i l l e d  q u i t e  
a few. I t h i n k  t h e  number w a s  80. Now, I ' m  n o t  dead s u r e ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  it w a s  80 c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  o r  wounded 
over  t h e  n i g h t .  They r e b u i l t  t h i s  l i t t l e  Son My wi th  a bunch \ 
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of t in- roof  h u t s ,  with a kind of s la twork s i d e s  and a t i n  roof .  

Q Who w a s  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  a t  Son My, do you know? 

A. It was p r o t e c t e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  by one of these  r i v e r 
boat o u t f i t s ,  j u s t  a small  cont ingent  of Marines o r  Navy, I ' m  
not-

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was it on t h e  coas t?  

A. It seems t o  me t h a t  it was f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  the  
coas t .  I t  was kind of in - - th i s  shows here  it was away down 
inland,,  bu t  i t ' s  more l i k e  up i n  here ,  more i n  t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i 
c a t i n g  an a r e a  near  the  mouth of t h e  Diem Diem River j u s t  
nor th  of P i n k v i l l e )  . 
Q Well, who was . s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h i s  outpos t  a s  you
r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  have any i d e a  who. 

Q I American, ARVN t roops?  

A. No,. it was American, a small  group, j u s t  a  handful1  
of men i s  a l l .  I t  w a s  a kind of an outpos t  t h e r e ,  a s  I remem
be r ,  Tha t ' s  a l l  they had. La te r  on I flew down t h e r e  s e v e r a l  
times and took supp l i e s  down t h e r e  and took newsmen down t h e r e .  
one t ime,  and a f t e r  I t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  V I P  p la toon back 
i n t o  t h e  2d Platoon on a G 3  mission t h a t  we had. We hauled a-

Q o ( In te rpos ing)  What t ime frame was t h i s ?  

A. Oh, boy. 

Q - Early, mid, l a t t e r  p a r t  of your tour?  

A. This goes on a l l  through the  t o u r  of duty.  I 
went down t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t imes .  

Q - Running down t o  Son My, having t h i s  a t t a c k  run 
over--having t o  go-

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. This was about t h e  t ime of t h i s  
My Lai  bus iness ,  t h a t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f .  Now, I thought t h i s  
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w a s - - I  thought  t h a t  t h a t  was what they w e r e  t a l k i n g  about when 
they  t a l k e d  about t h i s  My L a i  bus ines s .  

You t h i n k  t h i s  occu r red  du r ing  March of 1968? 

A. Yeah, it was about t h a t  t i m e .  That  's why--that 's  
t h e  only  t h i n g  I could  remember. When they s t a r t e d  drumming 
it up about  t h i s  My L a i  p l a c e  I looked i n t o  it t o  f i n d  o u t  
where it was a t  on my l i t t l e  map I g o t  a t  home, and s a w  it on 
t h e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and what have you. Then t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  
I could remember happening down t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
g o t  ove r run ,  and they  threw s a t c h e l  charges  i n  t h e r e  over  one 
n i g h t .  They r e b u i l t  t h e  area wi th  t i n - roo f  h u t s .  I t  was s o r t  
of a r e fugee  camp, a  conglomerat ion of people  from a l l  over  
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  moved i n  t h e r e ,  and I did--I  don ' t remember any 
of t h i s  My L a i  s t u f f  u n l e s s  t h e s e  two--these p l a c e s  a r e  t w o  
and t h e  same c a l l e d  by a d i f f e r e n t  name. Now, I d o n ' t  know, 
b u t  it seems t o  m e  th i s  p l a c e  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  we went down 
t h e r e  t o  look  a t  it, and it w a s  a h e l l  of a  mess, c l o s e  t o  t h e  
wate r  i n l e t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  a r e a  on map). I n  f a c t ,  it w a s  
on a  l i t t l e  s o r t  o f  a p e n i n s u l a  t h i n g .  I t  seems t o  m e  r i g h t  
about  i n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  area j u s t  no r th  of  P i n k v i l l e )  i n  my 
memory now. You know i t ' s  been--thinking back t o  what it w a s .  

Q - Okay, w e l l ,  l e t ' s  l e a v e  t h a t  f o r  a minute ,  and l e t ' s  
g e t  back t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  t o  d e s c r i b e ,  

A, A l l  r i g h t .  

Q We've g o t  two company l i f t s  and two LZ Is. One of  
t h e  companies s t a g e d  o u t  of  and used a s  a PZ, LZ D o t t i e .  
That u n i t  went i n t o  LZ 1, i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map, preceded by an 
a r t i l l e r y  prep  and gunship suppress ion .  The LZ t i m e  was 0730 
i n  t h e  morning. The l i f t - - t w o  l i f t s  i n t o  t h e  same LZ from 
D o t t i e  w e r e  completed by 0751 hours .  The second LZ,  LZ 2 ,  
s t aged  a company o u t  of LZ Upt igh t  .p receded  by an a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n  t h a t  began a t  0811 hours .  Two l i f t s  i n t o  LZ 2 
w e r e  completed by 0827 hours .  I n  both i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  LZ !s were 
r e p o r t e d  c o l d  excep t  f o r  t h e  second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ 1 a r e a  
i n  which one of t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  r e p o r t e d  t a k i n g  some f i r e  on 
approach i n t o  t h e  LZ, I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  t h i r d  company o f  
Task Force  Barker ,  which c o n s i s t e d  of t h r e e  companies as I 
i n d i c a t e d ,  had walked over land  on t h e  1 5 t h  of March and went 
i n t o  a  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  as you s e e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  t h e  a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  i n  yel low on MAP-1. 
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A. Yes. 

Q - Does anyth ing  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h u s  f a r  i n d i c a t e  t o  
  
you- - reca l l  t o  you anyth ing  t h a t  you might have seen?  
  

A. No, s ir .  

Q o  O r  t h a t  you flew over  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Because none of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l - t y p e  t h i n g  h e r e  
  
sounds f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l .  I wou ldn ' t  have had anyth ing  t o  do-- 
 
any knowledge of  t h i s  a t  a l l ,  b e i n g  a p i l o t .  
  

Q. W e l l ,  a r e  you t e l l i n g  me,. M r .  MULHERIN, ,  t h a t  you 
 
d i d n ' t  know what was going on a t  any t ime o u t s i d e  t h e  a i r -  
  
c r a f t ?  
  

.A. Not on t h e  ground, s i r .  I have--as a p i l o t  I--we 
never  were b r i e f e d  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  what--who was on t h e  
ground, and sometimes we d i d n ' t  even know what u n i t  w a s  down 
t h e r e .  

Q e  Who w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e ?  

A.  The g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  was Capta in  ROBERTS a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Now, M r .  WITHAM i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  every once i n  a 
 
wh i l e  you d i d  g e t  a  b r i e f i n g .  
  

A. Yes, s ir .  The a i r c r a f t  commander d i d .  Every now 
and t h e n  h e  would come back t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  from wherever t h e  
g e n e r a l  was b r i e f i n g  o r  be ing  b r i e f e d  and g e t  M r .  WITHAM, b u t  
he d i d n ' t  t a k e  me w i t h  him. I was j u s t  M r .  W I T H A M ' s  a s s i s t a n t  
a t  t h i s  time. I f  t h e r e ,  was any in fo rma t ion  t o  be p u t  o u t  t o  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  crew t h e r e  it was given t o  M r .  WITHAM, and any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  I needed t o  know M r .  WITHAM would g i v e  t o  me. I 
d o n ' t  remember him eve r  t e l l i n g  M r .  WITHAM anyth ing  about-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h e n  you d i d  know some of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  went on some of t h e  t ime o u t s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Only when it concerned us hav ing  t o  a r r i v e  and 
d e p a r t  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  and have t h e  a i r c r a f t  cranked up. A s  
f a r  as  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  down on t h 6  ground,  we had no th ing  t o  do 
wi th  t h a t ,  had no need t o  know. That  w a s n ' t  need-to-know 
in fo rma t ion  a s  f a r  a s  w e  were concerned u n l e s s  w e  were going 
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t o  l and  down t h e r e ,  b u t  he wouldn ' t  p l a n  on a t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  
I mean he never  d i d .  

Q W e  have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  General  KOSTER 
a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  0935 on t h e  morning of  16 March, and 
landed t h e r e ,  and w a s  met probably by Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  
new b r igade  commander of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  whose s h i p  probably 
was a l s o  parked and s h u t  down. While General  KOSTER was t h e r e  
and your s h i p  w a s  s h u t  down, ano the r  C&C s h i p  a r r i v e d :  Colonel  
BARKER, t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of Task Force  Barker ,  a l i e u 
t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ,  who w a s  evacua t ing  t h r e e  wounded i n d i v i d u a l s  
o u t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  area, U.S. H e  dropped o f f  h i s  
a i r c r a f t  wh i l e  h i s  C&C cont inued no r th  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  wounded. 
Do you recall  any such t h i n g  as what I d e s c r i b e d  here?  

A. Very vaguely,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  what do you r e c a l l ?  What I ' v e  t o l d  you o r  
do you-

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  j us t - -yes ,  s i r ,  b u t  j u s t  very 
vaguely.  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say t h a t  I 
do r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  But I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  it--I c o u l d n ' t  
come anywhere n e a r  s ay ing ,  "no, it d i d n ' t  happen. " I t  sounds 
f a m i l i a r .  W e  were a t  D o t t i e  s o  many t i m e s ,  and people  come and 
go 

Q Y e s ,  I know. 

A. So t h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can say.  

Q. W e  know, M r .  MULHERIN, t h a t  it has been a long  t i m e .  
We know t h a t  t h e r e  has  been a l o t  of t i m e  t h a t  you 've  landed 
and a l o t  of t i m e s  you went d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  W e  know a l l  
t h i s .  We've heard  t h i s .  W e  r ecognize  it. So we  d o n ' t  want 
t o  g e t  redundant  i n  t h a t .  

A. Okay. 

Q Do you recal l  where you w e r e  p r i o r  t o  a 0935 
l and ing  a t  L Z  D o t t i e ?  I f  you can r e c a l l  perhaps  t h e  land ing ,  
do you r e c a l l  perhaps  where you w e r e  b e f o r e  t hen?  

A. No, sir.  I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  you an hones t  answer 
on t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  General  
KOSTER w a s  t h e r e  f o r  about  15 t o  20 minutes a t  t h e  o u t s i d e  and 
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had conversat ions wi th ,  o r  d i d  some t a l k i n g  wi th ,  Colonel 
HENDERSON and perhaps Colonel BARKER, who was a l s o  t h e r e  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  the  t h r e e  of them 
toge the r  a t  any time while  you were there- -a t  an,? t ime, as  
a  ma t t e r  of f a c t , .  because these  t h r e e  meeting t o g e t h e r  
occurred on a  very f e w  occasions? 

A, No, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  hones t ly  say and g ive  an 
a f f i r m a t i v e  answer t o  t h a t ,  

Q - Do you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I ' d  recognize him, s i r .  

Q Colonel BARKER? 

A. I may recognize ~ o i o n e l  BARKER. He sounds--that 
sounds f a m i l i a r ,  and I might be a b l e  t o  desc r ibe  him but  a-

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  One of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  might have 
been s i g n i f i c a n t  about t h i s  meeting is  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
used t o  pick up t h e  genera l  and t o  b r i n g  him back t o  the  
a i r c r a f t  was n o t  t h e  usual  method of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I t  was 
an MP jeep d r iven  by an MP. The MP jeep had a r ed  l i g h t  on 
it, I t  was d i f f e r e n t  from the  normal command jeep. 

A, No, sir. 

Q0 This  was the  same day, t h e  16 th ,  t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  
and t h i s  landing  a t  Dot t i e  by the  genera l ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  genera l ,  
r e t i r e d ,  by t h e  name of DOLEMAN. General DOLEMAN a r r i v e d  i n  
t h e  America1 Divis ion  i n  the  af te rnoon,  s t ayed  overnight  wi th  
General KOSTER, and was given an o r i e n t a t i o n  t o u r  and b r i e f i n g s  
a t  s e v e r a l  u n i t s  n o t  only i n  the  af te rnoon of 1 6  March but  
a l s o  t h e  next  morning of 17 March. Does t h e  name General 
DOLEMAN o r  a t h r e e - s t a r  general- 

A, ( In te rpos ing)  Three-star  genera l s  we had come a l l  
t h e  t ime, b u t  t h a t  name doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l .  

Q a A l l  r i g h t .  

A,  I remember many, many t o u r s  of the  a rea ,  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  remember General DOLEMAN. 

Q - I recognize you made many, many t o u r s  of t h e  a rea  
I a l s o  recognize you saw many t h r e e - s t a r  genera l s .  

(MULHERIN) 11 APP T-394 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Yes, s ir .  

Q. General KOSTER took General DOLEMAN t o  Duc Pho a t  
1510 hours i n  the  af te rnoon of 1 6  March, and he s tayed t h e r e  
for--not very long, b u t  long enough t o  pick up Colonel 
HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  commander. General KOSTER, General 
DOLEMAN, and Colonel HENDERSON flew t o  LZ Dot t ie  where General 
KOSTER, and General DOLEMAN, and Colonel HENDERSON were b r i e f e d  
by Colonel BARKER from about 1645 u n t i l  about 1715 hours ,  
l a t e  i n  the  af ternoon.  From t h e r e  General DOLEMAN and ROSTER 
went back t o  Chu Lai  f o r  the  usual  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g .  Does any 
of t h i s  r i n g  t r u e ,  anything t h a t  I ' v e  sa id?  Can you support  
o r  r e f u t e  anything t h a t  I ' v e  s a i d  thus  f a r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  I t ' s  nothing o t h e r  than the  
genera l  rou t ine .  

Q .  On t h e  17th  of March General KOSTER and General 
DOLEMAN a r r i v e d  a t  Duc Pho, t h e  l l t h  Brigade, a t  0825 hours 
i n  the  morning. They were t h e r e  f o r  a b r i e f i n g ,  the  l l t h  
Brigade, f o r  45 minutes o r  so ,  45 t o  50 minutes. 

A, No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  being over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  
t h a t  is  shown on t h e  map, MAP-1,  i n  the  orange t i n t  a t  any 
time during your t o u r  i n  Vietnam? Do you r e c a l l  an opera t ion  
wi th in  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  geographic area? 

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  
type name o r  u n i t  ope ra t ion  i n  t h e r e .  I knew t h a t  t h e r e  were 
people opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  was p a r t  of D o t t i e ' s  A0 there.  

Q. No, t h a t  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t ,  M r .  MULHERIN. 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That was n o t  a p a r t  of D o t t i e ' s  AO. 
This was a p a r t  of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ' s  AO, t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion which i s  loca ted  i n  Quang Ngai. For t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion ,  TF Barker had t o  r e c e i v e  s p e c i a l  permission t o  go 
i n t o  t h i s  geographic a rea .  I t  was only f o r  a very s h o r t  
per iod of t ime t h a t  they were i n  the re .  

A. Well, I had no knowledge--I had no knowledge of t h a t .  

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  geographic t e r r a i n  t h e r e  
a t  a l l ?  
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A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q *  Do you recognize  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a H i l l  85 which i s  
about  t h e  on ly  recognizclble t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  i n  t h a t  f l a t  l a n d  
a r e a  b a s i n  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  Quang Ngai River?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q e  
  There i s  a road running from what i s  d e s i g n a t e d  on 
t h e  map as My L a i  ( I ) ,P i n k v i l l e ,  running t o  t h e  sou thwes t ,  
j o i n i n g  r o u t e  1 a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  br idge- -nor thern  e n t r a n c e  of 
t h e  b r i d g e  l e a d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  Song Tra  Khuc, 
t o  Quang Ngai. This  l i t t l e  road i s  c a l l e d  521. I t ' s  a d i r t  
road.  About midway between P i n k v i l l e  and Quang Ngai i s  an 
ARVN o u t p o s t  nicknamed t h e  C i t a d e l .  That  i s  a s q u a r e  f o r t i f i e d  
area. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  area on map) . I re
member be ing  down t h e r e  and on t h i s - - j u s t  beyond t h i s  c i t a d e l -  
t h i n g  h e r e ,  t h i s  s q u a r e ,  as I remember it, berms, s e v e r a l  berms 
running  around it. We took some r e supp ly  o u t  t h e r e  one t ime .  
I d o n ' t  have any i d e a  o f  when t h i s  w a s ,  b u t  t h e r e  were some 
Army people  o u t  t h e r e .  On second though t ,  t h e y  may have 
been Marines. I n  f a c t ,  I be l ieve- - I 'm n o t  dead s u r e ,  now I 
c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  were Marines and p a r t  of  one 
of  t h e s e  CAT Teams, combined a c t i o n  f o r c e  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  j u s t  vaguely  I remember t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  dead 
s u r e  of  any p a r t  of  t h a t ,  b u t  I-

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The s p e c i f i c  a r e a  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t hen ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i s  from t h a t  o u t p o s t  t o  t h e  s e a .  Between 
t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River  and t h e  Song D i e m  Diem River-which are 
t h a t  r i v e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Song T r a  Khuc River)  and t h e  r i v e r  you 
s e e  t h a t  runs  g e n e r a l l y  from t h e  c o a s t  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  P i n k v i l l e  
t h e r e .  I t  r u n s  meanderingly t o  t h e  w e s t .  

A. R igh t ,  where t h e  orange p a r t  i s .  

& a  
  The area between t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River  and t h e  Song 
T r a  Khuc River  i s  t h e  area t h a t  we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  T h a t ' s  
f l a t  a r e a  e x c e p t  f o r  H i l l  85. I t  i s  r a t h e r  f l a t - t o p p e d ,  and 
t h e r e  i s  an o l d  o u t p o s t  up on t o p  o f  H i l l  85. You s e e  where 
H i l l  85 i s  t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. Wasn't  t h e r e  an ARVN-

&. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There  used t o  be an o l d  ROK, Korean, 

(MULHERIN) 1 3  APP T-394 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

ou tpos t  up on t o p  t h e r e .  L a t e r  on i n  your t o u r  t h e  l i t t l e - - t h e  
l i t t l e  h i l l ,  72-meter h i l l  t o  t h e  south of H i l l  85, Nui Ngang, 
had an ou tpos t  e s t a b l i s h e d  upon it. 

A. Here ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map) ? 

Q- Correc t .  

A.  That d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  This H i l l  85, t h e r e  
was an LZ--no I ' m  t h ink ing  of Uptight.  We e s t a b l i s h e d  an LZ 
on Uptight.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  was a t  t h a t  t ime. I know 
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anything on Uptight f o r  a long t ime and then  
n o t  t o o  long before  I came back-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  And you cannot r e c a l l  eve r  f l y i n g
over  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  I mean, t h a t  I ' m  d i s 
cuss ing  h e r e  now? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Orb i t ing  over  i t ?  .Landing i n  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. We may have 
landed o f f  t h e r e  somewhere t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember it i f  we d id .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  during your t o u r  o r  while you 
were f l y i n g  General KOSTER, o r b i t i n g  over  t h i s  a r e a  and see ing  
o r  recognizing t h a t  you were ou t s ide  of t h e  normal o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? This a r e a  was repor ted  t o  be 
very h o s t i l e .  The e n t i r e  a r e a  from t h e  c o a s t  over  t o  Son Tinh 
and Quang Ngai j u s t  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r  was indeed very h o s t i l e .  
A t  l e a s t  according t o  a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Americal. 

A. J u s t  nor th  of which, t h e  nor thern  r i v e r  o r  t h e  
southern r i v e r ?  

Q. The southern  r i v e r ,  t h e  Song Tra Khuc. 

A.  The only t h i n g  I d e f i n i t e l y  remember i n  t h a t  a r e a  
is--1 b e l i e v e  it w a s  p a r t  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  here--over one 
evening-- i t  was one of t h e  n i g h t s  i n ,  I th ink  i n  A p r i l ,  t h e  
l a s t  p a r t  of A p r i l ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  about t h a t  time 
e i t h e r .  There w a s  one of  t h e  n i g h t s  t h e r e  when j u s t  about 
everybody up and down t h e  country had a  mortar and rocke t  
a t t a c k  o r  both and a few ground probes,  and t h e  next  morning that 
was one of t h e  main t a l k s  of t h e  town t h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  thing-- 
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t h i g  a r e a  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  there- - the  VC had come i n  t h e r e  
and threw s a t c h e l  charges  a l l  through t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l e d - -  
they  s a i d  a t  t h e  t i m e  80 some c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d .  And 

. .t hen  they r e b u i l t  t h a t - .  

(1. - ( In t e rpos ing)  Could t h a t  have been Hong Tra Camp? 

A. No, it was Song My o r  Son My, j u s t  south  of Chu 
Lai .  I remember General KOSTER wanting t o  go down t h e r e  and 
f l y  around a couple  of  circles and see e x a c t l y  how much damage 
was done. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a camp overrun i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of Apr i l .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t o  h e l p  you wi th  your  t ime 
r e f e r e n c e ,  on t h e  e a r l y  morning of  t h e  24th of A p r i l  Chu Lai 
r ece ived  a mortar  a t t a c k ;  122 r o c k e t s  landed on t h e  a i r f i e l d ,  
minor damage, b u t  it was t h e  f i r s t  r o c k e t  a t t a c k  f o r  a 
cons ide rab le  pe r iod  of  t i m e .  That occur red  on t h e  24th of 
A p r i l ,  e a r l y  morning, 0250 hours .  Do you recall t h a t  r o c k e t  
a t t a c k ?  

A. Was it one where t h e r e  w e r e  10 Air Force people  
k i l l e d  i n  one bar racks?  

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  And p a r t  of  a tower was h i t ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  

Q- Y e s ,  t h e r e  was p a r t  of  a tower h i t .  

A. You mean t h i s  t i m e - 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  f a r  a s  I can t e l l  t h i s  was 
probably t h e  f i r s t  r o c k e t  a t t a c k  you 'd  been through. 

A. Not by a long  sho t .  I t  was a-- there  was a long 
l a p s e  between T e t  and t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  r o c k e t  a t t a c k  where a l l  
of Chu Lai  w a s  a l e r t e d .  Every now -and then  you would h e a r  
a s i r e n ,  b u t  n o t  very o f t e n .  

Q o  Cor rec t .  

A. And t h a t ' s  probably t h e  one,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  
d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  was t h e  one t h a t  we're t a l k i n g  about .  

Q. W e l l ,  when w a s  t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  you remember up t h e r e  
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A. The n i g h t  of T e t .  I wasn ' t  i n  Chu L a i  t h a t  n i g h t .  

I was up a t  Baldy. That  w a s  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e  month, 

during--oh, t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of February ,  whenever t h a t  Te t  n i g h t  

was--Tet Offens ive .  


Q What w a s  t h e  n e x t  one? 

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  w e r e  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t  du r ing  t h a t  t i m e  
when I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  command. U n t i l  I was t h e r e  
about ,  oh, I ' d  s a y ,  j u s t  s h o r t  of a month. They w e r e  f a i r l y  
f r equen t .  I s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  bunker,  many n i g h t s .  I n  
f a c t ,  it was j u s t  a r e g u l a r  occur rence  when I - - e spec i a l l y  up 
a t  Baldy . 
QI And t h e n  they  f e l l  o f f ?  F e l l  o f f  some u n t i l  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of ~ p r i l .  

A. There w a s  a  l ong  l a p s e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q And t h e n  t h i s  23--24 A p r i l  was the- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  tha t - - I 
could  s a y  reasonably  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  one. 

Q - W e l l ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  Son My t h a t  you r e c a l l  
w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  r o c k e t  a t t a c k  of t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
A p r i l  o r  w a s  i t  e a r l i e r ?  

A. I t  might  have been t h a t  one, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. I f  
it was t h a t  one t h e n  it wouldn ' t  have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h i s  
he re .  W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h i s  My L a i  s t u f f ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know, 
t h a t ' s ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  only  t ime-- thing I d e f i n i t e l y  \ 

remember, f l y i n g  over  t h a t  area-

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You thought  it w a s  t h i s  area- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  O r b i t i n g  it f o r  a s p e c i f i c  r ea son  
is t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  r i g h t  down he re .  I ' m  n o t  even dead s u r e  
now t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  I t  was i n  
t h i s  a r e a  south  of Chu L a i .  Now where 's  Chu L a i ?  The sou thern  
bo rde r  of Chu L a i  o r  i t s  pe r ime te r  is  r i g h t  up i n  h e r e ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a p r e t t y  good p i e c e  up t h e r e ,  yes .  

A. Th is  i s  the-
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That 's t h e  Batangan Peninsula .  

A. Right.  


Q Chu Lai  is  another  good 10 k i lomete r s  no,rth. 


A. W e l l ,  he re ' s -  


Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That 's 1 ki lomete r  ( i n d i c a t i n g 

one g r i d  square)  . 
A. Okay, i t ' d  be--that  I s  about r i g h t .  This  i s  t h e  
f r e e - f i r e  range i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on map), r i g h t ?  Where 
they s h o t  o f f  t h e  r o c k e t s ,  and t h e  Marines came o u t  here  and 
dumped ordnance t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  punch o f f  and a l l  t h i s ?  
W e l l ,  I know I 'm w e l l  o r i e n t e d  a s  t o  where t h i s  i s ,  bu t  a s  t o  
e x a c t l y  what happened and when is  what I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You're convinced t h a t  you d i d  a t  one t i m e  dur ing  
your t o u r  go i n t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Now, w e l l  down i n t o  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  up 
along h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was American G I  's t h e r e .  

Q a I n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h  of P i n k v i l l e .  

A. Right ,  i n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h  of P i n k v i l l e .  I t  was a 
p l a c e  where they  had t h e s e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  they  
w e r e  Marines. I know they w e r e  American G I  I s .  They may have 
been Marines,  and they  may have been Navy, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they were Army. They were t h e s e  l i t t l e  C A T ' s  o r  what eve r  you 
c a l l  them. 

Q a What t i m e  of day was t h i s  t h a t  you went i n  t h e r e ,  
a f te rnoon,  morning? 

A. No, it would have been i n  t h e  morning. One of t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  d i d  t h a t  day. I 'm f a i r l y  s u r e .  

Q. Was t h i s  a VC a t t a c k ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. D e f i n i t e l y ,  t h a t  I can remember. 


Q Did you see dead? 


A,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  dead. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any dead people.  

I saw a l o t  of--the l i t t l e  conglomeration of hootches o r  l i t t l e  
h u t s  was completely f l a t t e n e d  and burned. here was s t i l l  smoke 
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going up and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  But t h e  dead bodies ,  
t h e r e  were no bodies  t h a t  I could see.  They were wel l  taken  
ca re  of by t h a t  time? Af te r  t h i s  happened i n  the  middle of 
the  n i g h t ,  "midnightish" somewhere around the re .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
be l i eve  it was before  midnight t h a t  t h i s  would have happened, 
I understand. 

Q Did you ever  r e c a l l  landing near  what is designated
on the  map t h e r e  as My Lai ( 4 ) ,  l e t t i n g  t h e  genera l  o u t ,  going 
a i rborne ,  and see ing  any dead along the  road, 521? 

A. This  road here? 

Q Y e s .  

A. Once I remember--seldom, bu t  once and a while ,  
we d id  do t h i s :  l e t  him of f  and go up and o r b i t ,  because it 
wasn ' t  s a f e  t o  keep t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  remain on the  ground. 
But I c a n ' t  hones t ly  r e c a l l  landing i n  t h a t  s p o t  t h e r e  
a t  a l l .  

A,  ( In te rpos ing)  I n  f a c t ,  it d o e s n ' t  sound l i k e  some
t h ing  we d i d  i n  t h a t  a rea .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h ink  we d id .  

Q. M r .  WITHAM r e c a l l s  doing it and s o  does your 
crew c h i e f .  

A. Well, I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  

Q - Now, t h e r e  was a--do you ever  r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g  i n  
a clockwise o r b i t ,  e longated ,  north- to-south type from, oh, 
I th ink ,  the  P i n k v i l l e  down t o  the  Song Tra Khuc River, the 
southern l e g  of your o r b i t  f l y i n g  out over the  ocean; see ing  
a l o t  of smoke on the  ground; s t ay ing  i n  o r b i t  f o r ,  oh, 30 
minutes o r  so? 

A. The only t h i n g  I can say is t h a t  I r e c a l l  doing 
exact ly  t h a t ,  b u t  s o  many times I and t h i s  is  i n  such a-

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  say where it was. 

Q. I . w a n t  t o  conf ine  it t o  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  
the  orange, and i f  you r e c a l l  t h a t  ( s t rong ly  emphasized) a rea  
and the  type of o r b i t ?  
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A. No, s ir .  I don ' t .  

Q - Okay. The i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  we have is  t h a t  it 
was right-hand o r b i t .  General KOSTER s a t  on the  r i g h t ,  which 
would have been the  s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you were s i t t i n g  
on. L 

A. Right behind me. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
concerning t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker a t  any time 
while  Task Force Barker w a s  i n  being? 

A. No. 

Q. How about a f t e r  they were d isso lved?  

A, I don ' t remember any. 

Q. Do you ever r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about a P i n k v i l l e  
opera t ion  o r  an opera t ion  conducted by any u n i t s  wi th in  the  
Pinkville-My Lai  a r e a  southeas t  of D o t t i e ,  south  of Uptight? 
Any area--any re fe rence  t o  an opera t ion  i n  which l a r g e  numbers 
of i n d i v i d u a l s  were k i l l e d ?  

A ?  No, s i r  You'd be s u r p r i s e d  how l i t t l e  a  p i l o t  
knows of exac t ly  what ' s  going on on the ground.. I t  i s n ' t - 

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  On t h e  contrary, ,  M r .  MULHERIN.  I am 
a p i l o t  wi th  two t o u r s  t h e r e ,  and I r e c a l l  a good b i t  of what 
happened on t h e  ground. 

A, Well, I mean, sir--I d o n ' t  mean r e c a l l i n g  what  
happened o r  what w a s  going on. I mean being t o l d  and b r i e f e d  
exac t ly  what i s  going on on the  ground. When you ' r e  on a 
mission l i k e  we had, you go p ick  up your pickup, you f l y  
where he says  t o  f l y  the  way he says t o  f l y ,  and you l e t  him 
o f f ,  And what ' s  going on on t h e  ground d o e s n ' t  mat te r .  I 
know a l o t  of times I asked, and I was t o l d  t o  never mind. 
I ' m  n o t  t e l l i n g  you t h a t  I d o n ' t  know because-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  f o r  the  
record  t h a t  perhaps t h a t  was t r u e  as f a r  as you a r e  concerned, 
b u t  I ' m  pe r sona l ly  convinced t h a t  a l l  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  p i l o t s  
t h a t  flew f o r  me o r  i n  my u n i t s ,  i f  they wanted t o  know what 
was going on, a l l  they had t o  do was ask ,  and they could f i n d  
out  i f  they  weren ' t  a l ready t o l d .  We made it q u i t e  a pol icy 
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t o  keep a v i a t o r s  informed s o  t h a t  they became something more 
than j u s t  a  chauffer .  

A. T h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  be,. something more than 
j u s t  a chauf fe r ,  bu t  a-

Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  Okay. You don' t r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i 
ga t ions  o r  hear ing  any conversat ions about any wrongdoings 
a s  f a r  a s  Task Force Barker o r  any u n i t s  of t h e  11th  Brigade 
were concerned? Did you ever  hear any conversa t ions  t h a t  
General KOSTER had with any of h i s  s t a f f  o r  any of t h e  
ind iv idua l s  he t a l k e d  t o ?  Did you ever  overhear  any of 
h i s  conversa t ions?  

A. No, sir. Nothing o t h e r  than j u s t  small  t a l k ,  
l i k e  " I ' l l  be back." He w a s  leaving  one LZ, one p l a c e ,  and 
he 'd  t e l l  some o f f i c e r ,  " I ' l l  be back i n  20  minutes" o r  "see 
you l a t e r , "  "good c o f f e e , "  j u s t  small  th ings .  Nothing 
t h a t  ever  pe r t a ined  t o  any opera t ion  o r  anything. 

Q. Does t h e  name Burlington T r a i l ,  t h e  opera t ion  
Burlington T r a i l  r i n g  a b e l l  with you? 

A. I ' v e  heard of t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know where it was 
a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Out a t  Tam Ky, Tien Phuoc. 

A. Right,  now I-

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Began i n  e a r l y  Apr i l .  

A. Something about t h e  pineapple jungle  the re .  

a. Tien Phuoc CIDG camp. 

A. Right. 

Q A l o t  of a c t i o n  up i n  the re .  The 198th Brigade. 

A. That is when they s t a r t e d  working p u t t i n g  t h e  
engineers  on t h a t  road,  I be l i eve ,  t o  open up t h e  road. 

Q. Right.  

A. So t h a t  they could pu t  su r face  t r a n s p o r t  o u t  t h e r e  
r a t h e r  than a i r c r a f t .  T h a t ' s  what I r e c a l l  of it. 
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Q You r e c a l l  t ak ing  the  genera l  t o  Quang Ngai City 
on many occasions? - . 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q About how of ten?  


A. J u s t  e s t ima t ing ,  I ' d  say we probably went down 
t h e r e  a couple t imes a month, maybe once a month. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time t h e  frequency in 
c r eas ing  f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  of time? 

A, Not when I was f l y i n g  w i t h  General  KOSTER. I 
went down t h e r e  with a--on o t h e r  missions a f t e r  I a - - l a t e r ,  
which would be way beyond t h i s  i n c i d e n t  here  timewise,. 
because they moved t h e  1st Cav Squadron down t h e r e ,  and they 
had a-

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Did you e v e r  hear  any conversat ion 
wi th in  t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  any elements t h e r e o f ,  
with r e fe rence  t o  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  see ing  t h i n g s ,  r e p o r t i n g  
th ings  t h a t  were n o t  a--were n o t  r i g h t  about a ground opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  Do you mean th ings  t h a t  someone might 
have done wrong on the  ground? 

Q. Right? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Hel icopter  p i l o t s  r e p o r t i n g  see ing  t h i n g s  t h a t  
werenlt r i g h t :  k i l l i n g s ,  women and c h i l d r e n  sho t?  

A. NO, sir,  never.  


Q Did you know many of t h e  fe l lows i n  B Company? 


A. I knew a few of them, n o t  a l l  of them. 

Q Did you know M r .  MILLIANS? 

A, Who, s i r ?  

Q. Danny MILLIANS? Warrant Officer- 

A, ( In te rpos ing)  I remember a Danny, a r e a l  thin- 
I d o n ' t  remember his-- in  f a c t  I-
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  CULVERHOUSE? 

A. CULVERHOUSE. I remember him. H e  w a s  t h e  main- 
t enance  o f f i c e r ,  though,  n o t  a gun p i l o t .  

Q - BAKER? 

A.  BAKER, I don 't know. Which BAKER? 

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  any of t h e s e  f e l l o w s ?  

A. J u s t  i n  t h e  c lub .  Once and a wh i l e  t h e y  came-
you see t h e  hootches ,  company-wise, w e r e  s e p a r a t e d .  Once i n  
a wh i l e  t h e y  came ove r  t h e r e .  

Q Did you e v e r  have o r  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ions  w i t h  
any of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  some of  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  l and ing  on t h e  ground, p i c k i n g  up people ,  s e e i n g  
a l o t  of people  k i l l e d ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  g e n e r a l  run-of-the-mill-he l i cop te r -gun 
s h i p - p i l o t  t a l k ,  " took  rounds h e r e  and took rounds t h e r e ,  " 
and " t h i s  guy screwed up and went i n  t h e r e  and took  t o o  many, 
and t o l d  him, you know, t o l d  him n o t  t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  and he d i d  
anyhow and g o t  h i s  ass s h o t  o f f  ," such s t u f f  as t h i s .  But 
I ' v e  never--I  can h o n e s t l y  say I don ' t - - I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l - - i n  
f a c t ,  I ' m  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  hear - - I 've  never  heard  p i l o t s  i n  o u r  
u n i t  say t h a t  one of  t h e i r  o t h e r  p i l o t s  d i d  something wrong 
o r  went and s h o t  women and c h i l d r e n .  Negative.  D e f i n i t e l y ,  
I never  heard  of  t h a t .  

Q. How about  them say ing  t h a t  they  s a w  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ,  
ground i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ,  doing something? 

A. Well ,  t h e y  may have,  b u t  I never  heard  them t a l k i n g  
about--I  never  heard  any t a l k  about t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q.  A s  f a r  as  you know, you have no th ing  t o  o f f e r  t h a t  
i s  p e r t i n e n t  o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h e  purposes  of t h i s  i n q u i r y  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  My Lai-Son My i n c i d e n t ,  o t h e r  t han  what 
you've a l r e a d y  r e l a t e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  about it. Like I s a y ,  t h i s  has  
been 2 y e a r s  ago. When it happened I was a brand new p i l o t ,  
brand new i n  coun t ry ,  s o  I n a t u r a l l y  wou ldn ' t  r e c a l l  very 
much, I.... 
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LTC PATTERSON: Before we adjourn,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g ive  you an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  make any s ta tement  o r  ask any ques t ions .  I 
w i l l  a t tempt  t o  respond t o  any ques t ions  t h a t  you have. 
I Id l i k e  t o  give you t h l s  oppor tuni ty  t o  make any s tatement  
you'd c a r e  t o  f o r  the  record.  

A. I d o n ' t  know of anything more t h a t  I could say 
t h a t  would he lp  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  any, s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  your coming here  t h i s  
morning, M r .  MULHERIN. I ,  t o o ,  am s o r r y  t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
more, b u t  every l i t t l e  b i t  he lps .  General PEERS i s  
determined t o  n o t  l eave  a s tone  unturned i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  
t o  determine what a c t u a l l y  d i d  t r a n s p i r e  i n  t h e  form 
of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Do you know of any a t tempt  by any
one o r  have you heard of any at tempt  by anyone t o  suppress 
any information concerning t h e  events  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  16 t o  
18 March i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Son My Vi l lage?  

A. NO, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: This hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0920 hours ,  4 March 
1970.) 

(MULHERIN) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: NEWELL, John P. 1LT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Sec t ion  Leader, Third 
Pla toon,  A Company, 123d Aviation att tali on. General 
YOUNG'S pe rsona l  p i l o t .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Other than t h e  change of command ceremony on t h e  
15th  t h e  wi tness  could remember nothing of t h e  day ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  (pgs. 9 ,  12) . 
2. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  Actions on t h e  16th .  

While NEWELL r e c a l l e d  an in s t ance  of c i r c l i n g  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  when it was burning,  he could no t  r e l a t e t h i s  
t o  t he  16th  (pgs. 16,  22-24, 46) .  He d id  n o t  remember seeing 
any bodies or t roops  when he s a w  t h i s  burning and he could 
br ing  t o  mind no r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  concerning it (pgs.  29, 
35, 47) .  H e  d i d  no t  know who was f l y i n g  with  YOUNG a t  t h i s  
time (pgs. 47, 49) .  O n  t h i s  occasion they o r b i t e d  t h e  
burning a rea  f o r  about 30 minutes (pg. 47) .  NEWELL a l s o  
remembered see ing  wounded s o l d i e r s  on a beach somewhere 
i n  t he  a r ea  from My Khe ( 2 )  t o  My ~ a i  (1) (pg. 1 6 ) .  The 
witness  was informed of t h e  scheme of maneuver f o r  16 March, 
b u t  d i d  n o t  remember see ing  any of t h e  events  descr ibed  
(pgs. 16-18). NEWELL d i d  no t  remember landing General 

YOUNG a t  LZ Do t t i e  a t  0935 on 16 March (pgs. 18-21,261. 
NEWELL could n o t  b r ing  t o  mind any occasion where he flew 
t h e  genera l  over t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea  a t  a l o w  l e v e l  (pg.22) .  
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b .  Actions on t h e  17th .  

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what he d i d  on t h e  17 th  (pg.27).  
This  could  have been t h e  day he saw a l l  t h e  smoke over  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 27 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Chu ~ a i  
l a t e  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 2 8 ) .  NEWELL r e c o l l e c t e d  an  
i n s t a n c e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  where it took a long t i m e  t o  r e f u e l ,  
b u t  he  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  occurred on t h e  17 th  (pgs. 29
31) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  something about  KOSTER t ak ing  around a 
v i s i t i n g  g e n e r a l  who was w r i t i n g  a book, b u t  he d i d  n o t  
remember General  DOLEMAN'S name i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  it (pg.32) .  

c. Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

H e  remembered t h e  meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  
18 th .because  he had t o  w a i t  f o r  YOUNG f o r  about  two hours 
(pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h ink  h i s  w a i t  was only  20 minutes 
a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  log  (pg. 33 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  L ieu tenan t  
WHITE t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t h e  gene ra l  was going t o  r e l i e v e  
some people  because of an  ope ra t i on  (pgs. 34, 39, 4 9 ,  5 0 ) .  
NEWELL d i d  n o t  remember i f  WHITE i n d i c a t e d  what t h e  t r o u b l e  
was (pg. 34) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  g e n e r a l  say ing  any- 
t h ing  about  t h e  meeting when he r e tu rned  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
(pgs.  35, 40 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  meeting YOUNG f lew back t o  Duc 
Pho (pgs.  34, 36 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

He r e c a l l e d  hear ing  a rumor t h a t  B Company of t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  had r e fu sed  t o  do something and 
were c a l l e d  be fo re  General  KOSTER f o r  it (pgs.  36-38,55). 
The w i tne s s  thought  t h a t  perhaps . t h i s  was t h e  reason  Major 
WATKE had t o  go t o  LZ Dott ie  (pg. 3 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
hear ing  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of people had been k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pgs. 36, 37 ) .  H e  knew nothing about  
THOMPSON land ing  t o  p i c k  up some c i v i l i a n s  (pgs.  38, 5 5 ) .  
H e  never heard  of a con f ron t a t i on  between a i r  and ground 
personnel  (pg. 5 5 ) .  H e  h e w  nothing about  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pgs.  39, 40) .  
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4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  The w i t n e s s  f l ew 2 . 7  hours  on 15  March and made 
16 l and ings  (pgs.  3 ,  4 )  . H i s  l o g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  f l ew 
from Chu Lai  t o  Duc Pho and back (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  f l ew 
f o u r  hours  on t h e  16 th  and made 12 l a n d i n g s  wi thou t  making 
a c r o s s  coun t ry  (pg. 6 ) .  Th i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  f l ew i n t o  
t h e  A0 and landed a t  d i f f e r e n t  f i r e  b a s e s  (pg. 6 ) .  On t h e  
17 th  he  f l ew 4.6 hours ,  made 16 l and ings .  H e  made no 
c ross -coun t ry  t r i p s  (pg. 6 ) .  They f l e w  3 .1  hours  and made 1 4  
l and ings  on t h e  1 8 t h  wi th  no cross c o u n t r y t r i p s  ( p q . 6 ) .  ~ h , 
were f a i r l y  l a x  i n  ma in ta in inq  t h e  l o g s  s o  they  could  have 
made cross-country  t r i . p s  which were n o t  loqqed (pq. 7). 
They f l e w  t o  Camp Engl i sh  on e i t h e r  20 March, 8 ~ p r i l ,o r  
9 A p r i l  (pq. 8) . H e  d i d  n o t  know f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  he  f l ew 
t o  Khe Sanh on e i t h e r  15,16,17,  o r  18  March, b u t  t h e  1 8 t h  
would have been t h e  most l i k e l y  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  t o  have 
happened (pgs.  8 ,  9 )  . 

b .  H e  could  n o t  remember L i e u t e n a n t  Colpnel  DIONNE 
being aboard h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  anytime between 15  and^-18 
March 1968 (pgs .  40, 4 1 ) .  NEWELL could  n o t  remember an  
i n s t a n c e  of  DIONNE and L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  LEWIS f l y i n g  
i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h e  same t i m e  (pg.  42) . 
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EXHIBITS 
 

EXHIBIT 
 
NUMBER 
 DESCRIPTION 
 NOTES 
 PAGES 
 

Aerial photo of My 
 'wit oriented to 
 
P-168 
Lai 
 photo. 
 45 
 

Wit identified 
 
P-19 8 
I Miscellaneous Scene 	 YOUNG, and thought 
 41 
 

picture was taken 
 
at LZ Dottie. 
 41,42 
 
Wit identified 
 

P-199 
 Miscellaneous Scene 
	 YOUNG. Identified 
 - his helicopter. 
 

P-200 
Miscellaneous Scene 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1425 hours ,  1 9  February 
1970 .)  

LTC PATTERSON: The h.earing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RECR: The fol lowing person i s  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON 
and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  the next  w i tness  i s  L ieu tenan t  NEWELL. 

ClLT NEWELL was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :1 

W i l l  you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

WIT : John P.  NENELL, F i r s t  ~ i e u t e n a n t ,  Bravo 
Department, F o r t  Wolters , Texas,  United S t a t e s  Army. 

LTC PATTERSON: L ieu tenan t  NENELL, w i l l  you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  
r eco rd  your u n i t  of assignment and l e n g t h  of t o u r  w i t h  d a t e s  
i n  Vie-ham? 

A. I w a s  w i t h  the 1 6 1 s t  Assau l t  H e l i c o p t e r  Company. 
I go t  i n  country on-I'm no t  s u r e  of t h e  e x a c t  d a t e s  now. 
I t  was i n  June.  I t h i n k  it w a s  about t h e  15  June.  

Q What year?  

A .  1967. And the 1 6 1 s t  became t h e  123d Avia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  America1 Div is ion  i n  December of 1967. So 
n a t u r a l l y  I was then  with.  the 123d. I w a s  w i t h  Alpha Company 
of the 123d u n t i l  June 8 ,  1968, a t  which t i m e  I DROS'd home. 

Q I t h i n k  I neg lec ted  t o  ask  you, b e f o r e  I asked you 
any q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  you are f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  , 
E x h i b i t  M-57? 

A. Y e s  , s i r .  

9 Do you have any ques t ions  about them? 

A. NO,  sir. 
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Q You unders tand  them complete ly?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L i eu t enan t  NEWELL I unders tand  it t h e n  
t h a t  you were i n  A Company of t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
from approximately  December of  1967 u n t i l  8 June 1968? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  


Q What w e r e  your  d u t i e s  i n  A Company? 


A .  I w a s  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  3d P la toon  which was 
a V I P  p l a t o o n .  Also I w a s  General  Y O U N G ' S ,  who was a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commander, p e r s o n a l  p i l o t .  

Q During what p e r i o d  of  t ime o r  on what d a t e  d i d  
you become General  YOUNG Is p i l o t ?  

A .  I n  November 1 9 6 7  when he  f i r s t  came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. And you f lew General  YOUNG t h e  ba l ance  of your  
t o u r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  up u n t i l  th.e end of May when I q u i t  
f l y i n g ,  t h e  1st of  June. 

Q. D i d  you fly everyday w i t h  General YOUNG o r  were you
j u s t  f l y i n g  on a g a i n ,  o f f  aga in?  

A .  I f lew everyday,  s i r ,  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of about 1 2  
days t h a t  I was gone on R&R and t h e n  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he  went 
home on l e a v e ,  which w a s  i n  Feburary.  

Q Do you recall  t h e  d a t e s  t h a t  he  went home on leave?  

A. No, sir.  I t  w a s  r i g h t  around t h e  f i r s t  of February,  
somewhere i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  month of February,  because I j u s t  
g o t  back from R&R and he l e f t .  

Q And he  came back about  what t ime?  

A .  About t h e  f i r s t  of March, s ir .  
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Q About t h e  f i r s t  of March. We, a s  you recognize 
from the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  [Exhibit M-57) , a r e  i n t e r e c t e d  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  on behalf  of General YOUNG, as  we l l  a s  f o r  t h e  
purposes of t h i s  inqu i ry ,  t h e  whereabouts a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  
poss ib le  of General YOUNG during t h e  per iod  15 March t o  about 
18 March 1968. H i s  l o c a t i o n  a t  given t imes i s  q u i t e  impor
t a n t  t o  t h i s  inqu i ry .  General YOUNG has  t e s t i f i e d  here  be
f o r e  General PEERS and, because of t h e  time t h a t  has e lapsed  
s i n c e  t h a t  t ime,  cannot r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  even t s ,  p l a c e s ,  and 
t imes during t h i s  time frame. You're here  today i n  an 
at tempt  t o  h e l p  us i n  t h a t  regard ,  which w i l l  support  General 
YOUNG'S testimony and/or t h e  f a c t s  a s  General PEERS sees  
them. Therefore ,  I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  now and confine 
your th ink ing  t o  t h e  per iod  of t ime 15 t o  18 March 1968. 
Have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  check your f l i g h t  records? 

A. I have my f l i g h t  records r i g h t  t h e r e  t h a t  covers 
t h a t  per iod  of t ime, s i r  ( ind ica t ing  papers i n  h i s  possess 
ion)  . 

aQ W i l l  you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  record  whether o r  not  you 
flew on 1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8  March and i f  s o ,  where, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  and 
how many hours ? 

A. To s t a r t  of f  wi th ,  s i r ,  I d i d  f l y  on those, days. 
On t h e  1 5 t h  I have a cross-country rou te  t h a t ' s  logged h e r e ,  
bu t  I do no t  know how t o  i n t e r p r e t  it. I do n o t  understand 
exac t ly  what it means. 

Q. Okay. On t h e  1 5 t h  you flew how many hours? 

A. We flew 2 . 7  hours ,  s ir .  

Q = How many times d i d  you land? 

A. Landed 16 t imes,  s ir .  

Q o  Before we go on, Lieutenant  NEWELL, were you
f a i r l y  accura te  i n  maintaining t h e  numbers of landings t h a t  
you made o r  d i d  you r a t h e r  "guestimate" a t  them a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  day? 
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A. They were a c t u a l l y  guesses ,  s i r ,  b u t  they  were 
a c c u r a t e ,  t o o ,  because our  landings  would be--wel l  on a 
normal day we would f l y  from one f i r e  base  t o  a n o t h e r ,  and I 
k e p t  a  running r e c o r d  i n  t h e  f l i g h t  log  every t i m e  we s e t  
down on t h i s  f i r e  base .  

Q So t h a t  you d i d  mainta in  it and t h e n  t o t a l  i t  up 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q So,  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  2 . 7  hours .  How many l and ings  again?  


A. S i x t e e n  l and ings .  

Q. S i x t e e n  landings .  And where d i d  you go? 

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  sir. 


Q- W e l l ,  it says  W C L  (.log code f o r  Chu L a i )  . 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Then W D P  (.log code f o r  Duc Pho) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Then WCL? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Without t h e  W's ,  would you be  a b l e  t o  hazzard  a 
guess? 

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn' t .  I d o n ' t  unders tand how they  
g o t  t h e s e  numbers t h e y ' v e  go t  down h e r e ,  t h e s e  l e t t e r s .  

0. W e l l ,  would n o t  CL r e p r e s e n t  Chu Lai?  

A. Q u i t e  p o s s i b l y ,  sir. 

Q And DP Duc Pho? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  and t h e n  t h a t  would be Chu Lai again .  

Q. So would it be l o g i c a l  t o  assume h e r e  from what 
you can determine t h a t  you f lew from Chu Lai  down t o  Duc Pho 
and back? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  


& And perhaps ,  of cou r se ,  s topped  i n  between? 


A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Those e n t r i e s  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
f l i g h t  from Chu Lai down t o  Duc Pho and r e t u r n ,  would be  a 
r e s u l t  of  your p o s t i n g  your i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r eco rd  a s  t o  
where you went ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  Now i n  o u r  company, as a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  
any t i m e  we  made a f l i g h t  of t h i s  length--Chu L a i  t o  Duc Pho 
was roughly 4 5  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s ,  l e t ' s  say .  , I ' m  j u s t  guess ing  
h e r e .  

Q. 	 How ahout time-wise? 

A. Time-wise it would be  about  a 30-to 40-minute 
f l i g h t ,  depending on t h e  winds. Genera l ly  t h i s  i s  t h e  only  
t ime w e  logged cross-country  t ime i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  l i k e ,  i f  w e  
were going t o  Duc Pho o r  t o  Danang. 

So t h e  p o i n t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  make, though,  i s  t h a t  
t h e  r e c o r d  of e n t r i e s  as t o  where you went were made by you? 
Q o  


A. Yes, sir.  


Q And n o t  by someone who f i l l e d  o u t  t h i s  paper?  


A. 	 No, s i r .  This  i s  made by m e .  

Q . So on t h e  1 5 t h  t h e n ,  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e ,  2 . 7  h o u r s ,  16 
l a n d i n g s ,  appa ren t ly  from Chu L a i  t o  Duc Pho and back t o  Chu 
La i ? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir.  

& . And w i t h  the a d d i t i o n a l  time--I would assume you 
i n d i c a t e d  30 t o  40 minutes  one way? 

A. 	 y e s ,  s ir .  

Would accumulate a t o t a l  t r i p  of  1 hour?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q But you f lew 2 .7  s o  t h e r e  p o s s i b l y  could  be some 
o t h e r  s t o p s  i n  between? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How about  t h e  16 th?  

A .  The 1 6 t h ,  s ir ,  I have 4 hours .  I have 12 l and ings .  
I do no t  have a  cross-country  logged. 

Q What would t h a t  i n d i c a t e ?  

A. That  would i n d i c a t e ,  s i r ,  more t h a n  l i k e l y  t h a t  
w e  flew e i t h e r  o u t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  l a n d i n g  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  f i r e  b a s e s ,  and d i d  n o t  g e t  t o  a  g iven Vietnamese 
c i t y  such a s  Danang o r  Duc Pho. 

Q. L e t ' s  go on wi th  t h e  17 th .  Would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  
t h e  17th?  

A.  Okay, sir. On th.e 1 7 t h  we f lew 4.6 hours and made 
16 landings .  

Q Any cross-country?  

A. No, sir. 

Q How about t h e  18 th?  

A.  The 1 8 t h  w e  f lew 3.1 hours and go t  1 4  l a n d i n g s .  

Q Any cross-country on t h e  1 8 t h ?  

A.  NO,  sir. 

Q- L e t ' s  go back now through t h i s  p e r i o d  and see i f  
w e  can develop some f a c t s  a s  t o  what could have occur red .  
During February and March 1968 you w e r e  i n  t h e  p rocess  of t h e  
f i n a l  throws of Te t .  Hue was under s e i g e .  Khe Sanh was w e l l  
known by a l o t  of people ,  and there were a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Khe 
Sanh. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a good d e a l  of s h i f t i n g  w i t h i n  
t h e  Americal Divis ion  of t h e  b r igades  and f i r e  b a s e s  w i t h i n  
the AOR ass igned  t o  t h e  Americal Div i s ion .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e r e  were some high-level-rank people ,  General  ABRAMS spe
c i f i c a l l y ,  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of Phu B a i .  The 1st Cav Div i s ion  was 
up and around t h e  a r e a .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some o t h e r  
units. There was a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  i n  I Corp. 
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A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q I f  you had flown t o  Hue o r  Phu Bai, would you have 
logged it as  c ross  country? 

A. Tha t ' s  hard t o  say,  sir .  Like I s a i d ,  as  a general  
r u l e  we d id  when we went as  f a r  away a s  Danang o r  Duc Pho, and 
Phu Bai i s  q u i t e  a b i t  f u r t h e r  nor th  than Danang. However, 
we were p r e t t y  l a x  a l s o  i n  f i l l i n g  ou t  t h e  l og  books, s o  
sometimes w e  may have overlooked t h e  a c t u a l  logging i n  of 
cross-country rou tes .  

Q a  How about i f  you had flown t o  Khe Sanh o r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of Khe Sanh? 

A. Here again ,  i t ' s  t h e  same th ing .  I should have 
and most of t he  time I d id ,  but  I may not  have t h i s  one par 
t i c u l a r  day. Because on some days I ,  o r  my c o p i l o t ,  o r  my 
p i l o t  might have f i l l e d  ou t  t h e  log  book, t oo ,  and he may 
not have done it. 

Q. How about i f  you had gone t o  Danang. Would t h e  
same th ing  apply? 

A. Yes, sir .  However, most of t h e  t ime,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  
it seemed l i k e  i f  we went t o  Danang o r  Duc Pho, we always 
logged as  c ross  country. Sometimes going elsewhere, we 'd 
fo rge t  about it. 

Q. I see .  Do you r e c a l l  going t o  e i t h e r  Hue, Danang , 
Khe Sanh, on e i t h e r  t h e  15 th ,  16 th ,  17 th ,  o r  18th of March? 

A. I c a n ' t  say d e f i n i t e l y  wi th in  t h a t  per iod ,  s ir ,  
bu t  I can remember sometime around t h i s  general  area--now 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about from between March, I 'd say March and 
Apr i l ,  somewhere i n  t hese  2 months-I do know we d i d  make 
a t r i p  nor th .  W e  d idn ' t  go t o  Que Son. We went nor th  t o  
Camp English. 

9. Where is  Camp English? 

A. I t  was no r th  of Phu B a i .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  
l oca t ion ,  but  it w a s  no r th  of Phu Bai,  about between Phu Bai 
and Quang T r e .  

Q. Would you search  your 759's Clog forms i n  pos
s ess ion  of wi tness )  and see  i f  you can determine by cross-
country logging time when t h a t  might have occurred? 
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A. The only cross-count ry ' s  I ' v e  got  logged on h e r e ,  
s i r ,  a r e  from Chu Lai t o  Duc Pho t o  Chu Lai o r  Chu Lai t o  
Danang t o  Chu Lai. 

Q. How much time would it t a k e  you t o  f l y  t o  Camp 
Engl ish ,  f o r  ins t ance?  

A. I ' d  guess between an hour t o  an hour and a h a l f ,  
s ir .  

Q Round t r i p  then  a minimum would have been some-
where i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 3 hours? 

A. Yes, sir.  Also th.e day t h a t  we went t o  Camp 
English,  we a l s o  went on north.. We had--.the d i v i s i o n  had a 
b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  was working wi th  t h e  Marines up t h e r e ,  and we 
went a l l  t h e  way j u s t  about 1 c l i c k  South of t h e  DMZ. 

Q . How much time do you remember f l y i n g  t h a t  day? 
Was it a long day o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  easy day? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it w a s  a f a i r l y  long day. 

Q. Can you peruse your 759 and s e e  i f  you can deter- ,  
mine which day t h a t  might be? J u s t  give me t h e  p o s s i b l e  
da tes?  

A. (After  ' s tudying forms i n  h i s  possess ion)  I 've g o t  
one of 3 days h e r e ,  sir.. 0ne.would be March 2 0 .  We got 6 
hours on t h a t  day. Another one might be 8 A p r i l  on which we 
got  7 . 8  hours.  Another one migh.t be 9 Apr i l  on which we got  
6 hours again.  

Q. Therefore,  a m  I c o r r e c t  i n  assuming t h a t  a s  b e s t  
you can determine and r e c o l l e c t ,  t h i s  t r i p  t h a t  you made up 
t o  Camp English t o  v i s i t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was probably one of 
t h e s e  3 da tes :  20 March, 8 A p r i l ,  o r  9 Apr i l?  

A,  Yes, sir. 

Q Could you determine o r  deduce with any accuracy 
whether o r  not  you went t o  Khe Sank on e i t h e r  15,  o r  16 ,  o r  
1 7 ,  o r  1 8  March? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q Based on your t i m e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  on 15  March you 
logged 2 .7  hours.  Would it have been p o s s i b l e  t c  go t o  Khe 
Sanh and v i s i t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  on 1 5  March? 

A. I ' d  say it would have been imposs ib le ,  s ir ,  becau3e 
I'm s u r e  t h a t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  a 3-hour f l i g h t  round t r i p .  

Q. How about t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. Here aga in ,  s i r ,  I ' d  say it i s  h igh ly  un l ike ly .  

Q O r  t h e  17th?  

A. The same t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. And t h e  18th? 

A. I t  would have t o  be ,  sir. It would have t o  be a 
f i g u r e  of 6 hours ,  around 6 hours  a t  l e a s t ,  because we went 
t h e r e ,  p lus  we a l s o  d id  some f l y i n g  around while  we were t h e r e .  

Q. Okay. Now l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  1 5 t h  of March. Your 
records  i n d i c a t e  th .a t  you f lew from Chu Lai t o  Duc Pho t o  
Chu Lai  and d i d  s e v e r a l  l andings .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t r i p  
f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  reason? 

A. No, s ir .  W e  made s e v e r a l  t r i p s  down t o  Duc Pho 
usua l ly  i n  a dayl.s  t i m e .  Sometimes we'd make t h e  whole AO. 
Wetd go nor th .  and south.  

Q Okay. On t h e  1 5 t h  of March, l e t ' s  s e e  i f  I can 
a s s i s t  you on your recall. A t  0 9 3 0  hours  i n  t h e  morning 
t h e r e  was a change of command ceremony a t  Duc Pho. General  
LIPSCOMB, CG of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  depa r t ed .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember going down t h e r e .  

Q. D o  you remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t  though? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember t h e  ceremony. 

. Q P  D o  you remember t h e  t ime of day? I t h i n k  I j u s t
i n d i c a t e d  it was a t  0 9 3 0 .  

A. Well ,  it was i n  t h e  morning, I know. 
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Q Do you remember t h a t  it was i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q NOW, a f t e r  t h a t  ceremony, do you remember--and t r y  
t o  p u t  yourse l f  t h e r e  now--do you remember where you went? 

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  went s t r a i g h t  back t o  Chu L a i ,  s i r .  
I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  we may have s topped by LZ Liz on t h e  way back. 

Q - What's a t  LZ Liz? 

A.  There was a f i r e  base  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  a b a t t a l i o n  CP .  

Q. Of a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Was t h e r e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e s e n t  o r  was it a r i f l e  b a t t a l 
i o n ' s  C P ,  do you remember? 

C )  
Lr;

A. There was a r t i l l e r y  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  C\i 
it was a r i f l e  b a t t a l i o n  CP o r  a-

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  we have some i n d i c a t i o n s  from 
some evidence  and test imony t h a t  a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  change I-

of command ceremony t h a t  General YOUNG d i d  v i s i t  Bravo B a t t e r y  
and Alpha B a t t e r y  of one of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  t h a t  were 
ass igned,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  's  i n d i c a t i v e  of LZ L i z ,  which 
i s  where they  were c u r r e n t l y  l o c a t e d .  Now, t o  r e f r e s h  your 
memory on t h e  number of l and ings  you made t h e r e ,  l e t ' s  look 
a t  t h e  1 5 t h  of March, 2 . 7  hours ,  and how many l and ings?  
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A. Six teen ,  s i r .  Now p a r t  of t h e s e  landings may have been 
made, l i k e ,  a f t e r  we l a rded  and we dropped t h e  genera l  o f f ,  
we ' d  gc f l y  t h e  t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n  around, and land a t  POL, and 
then  f l y  t h e  t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n  around t o  land back on t h e  VIP 
pad again.  So t h e r e  would be 3 landings  i n  a  t ime of maybe 
1 0  minutes. 

Q * Yes, bu t  wi th  2 . 7  hours how many r e f u e l i n g s  would 
you have had t o  make during t h e  day? 

A .  Probably only one o r  two a t  th.e mast. 

Q . So it would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you landed somewhere 
e l s e ,  i f  your landings  a r e  c o r r e c t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q A s  w e l l  a s  r e f u e l i n g  one t ime,  b u t ,  of  course,  
you probably topped of f  a f t e r  th.e l a s t  f l i g h t  of t h e  day 
a l s o ,  which would have you logged with a couple more l and ings ,  
I would assume? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember anything e l s e  bout t h e  15th  of 
March now? You went down t o  t h e  change of command and pro 
bably v i s i t e d  a f i r e  base ,  LZ L iz .  Do you r e c a l l  going d i r 
e c t l y  back t o  Chu Lai?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e a l l y  anything.  A 1 1  I 
can do is guess what w e  genera l ly  d i d  when w e  went back t o  
Duc Pho unless  t h e  genera l  had a meeting t h a t  he had t o  
g e t  back t o .  If we went down t h e r e  t h a t  f a r ,  we genera l ly  
v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  of t h e  f i r e  bases  around t h e r e ,  which would 
have included--.I don1t know t h e  name of one,  bu t  it was a 
f i r e  base  j u s t  sou th  of Duc Pho maybe 1 0  minutes f l y i n g  
t i m e ,  and t h e r e  would be LZ Liz .  

Q. LZ Thunder was down t h e r e  somewhere, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I be l i eve  so .  Also t h e r e  was an LZ Sue 
and LZ D o t t i e ,  and I be l i eve  LZ Uptight was s t i l l  occupied. 
Now we may have v i s i t e d  any of t h e s e  f i r e  bases .  
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Q. I s e e .  Who d i d  t h e  g e n e r a l  c a r r y  wi th  him on t h e  
15 th  of March t o  t h a t  change of command ceremony, do you r e 
c a l l ?  

A. H e  had h i s  a i d e ,  s i r ,  and I b e l i e v e  he may have 
had t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  o r  some member of t h e  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  
him. 

Q. DO you r e c a l l  t h i s  o r  a r e  you assuming t h i s  now? 

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  vague, b u t  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  we d i d  
have somebody w i t h  u s ,  sir.  

Q. I f  y o u ' l l  j u s t  make s u r e  t h a t  when you deduce some
t h i n g  o r  assume something t h a t  you l e t  us know. 

A. Okay, I ' m  s o r r y .  I t  was j u s t  i n  t h e  back of my 
mind-

Q- ( : In terpos ing)  I f  you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  ' s 
f i n e ,  vague a s  it may b e ,  j u s t  a s  long as--what w e  ' r e  a f t e r  
is your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  and n o t  your deduc t ions ,  do you fo l low? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

0. But it would appear  from t h e  amount of t ime t h a t  
you f lew t h a t  you d i d n ' t  do a  l o t  of t r a v e l i n g  around,  o r  
t o o  much t r a v e l i n g  around a t  any r a t e ,  f l y i n g  on ly  2 . 7  hours  
i n  a f u l l  d a y ' s  t ime.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you have any reason f o r  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  1 5 t h  of 
March o t h e r  than  th.e change of command, f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  
reason? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  h.appened t o  t h e  b e s t  of your
knowledge '? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q- On t h e  morning of 16 March, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  
r e f r e s h  your memory now on your i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r ecord .  
Do you r e c a l l  any of your a c t i v i t i e s  on t h a t  day? 

(NEWELL) 12 APP T-381 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

0.4 
Kj
CW 

r



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, sir.  

Q Well, you flew 4 . 0  hours and t h a t  would have been, 
comparatively speaking t o  t h e  1 5 t h ,  a l i t t l e  more than what 
you flew on t h e  15th?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How about t h e  landing comparison? 

A. Well, it would tend  t o  i n d i c a t e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  we may 
have been i n  an opera t ion  of some s o r t  going on o r  something, 
and we may have o r b i t e d ,  o r  i n s t e a d  of making s o  many s h o r t  
t r i p s  such a s ,  l i k e  I j u s t  t o l d  you, between Duc Pho and Chu 
Lai  s topping  a t  a l l  t h e  f i r e  bases ,  we may have made a t r i p  
down t o  Duc Pho and then  a l l  t h e  way back t o  t h e  nor thern  
p a r t  of t h e  AO. 

Q. How did  you deduce t h a t  from t h e  landings? Would 
you exp la in  it f o r  t h e  record? I understand,  bu t  s o  t h a t  
somebody reading  t h i s  might understand. 

A. Well,  s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  make as  many landings as  we 
d i d  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  but  y e t  we got  j u s t  about twice t h e  t ime.  

Q - Which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you were a i rborne  over 
an a rea  more than  you were on t h e  15th?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

&. There w a s  an opera t ion ,  Lieutenant  NEWELL, on t h e  
1 6 t h ,  and it was i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai. 
I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you j u s t  f o r  a moment t o  t h i n k  about t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  I'm t a l k i n g  about from Chu Lai  down t o  Duc Pho. Route 
1 i s  the MSR. I t  runs r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  n o r t h  and south  almost.  
There ' s  a good landmark, and, of course,  then  t h e r e  t s  t h e  
coas t .  When you used t o  f l y  from Chu Lai down towards Duc 
Pho, where d id  you usual ly  go? Did you go over  Route 1, o r  
d i d  you f l y  t h e  c o a s t ,  o r  was t h e r e  any s e t ?  

A.  Well, s i r ,  it depended on a r t i l l e r y ,  i f  t h e r e  was 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  along t h e  highway. There was an a r t i l l e r y  ba t 
t e r y  s e t  up a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and i f  they  were f i r i n g  over t h e  
highway, then  we genera l ly  had t o  go t h e  c o a s t  r o u t e ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  s t a y  a t  l e a s t  one mile  o r  s o  e a s t  of t h e  highway. 
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Q I see. 

A .  So on v a r i o u s  days it might vary.  One day w e  
might f l y  by the c o a s t a l  r o u t e .  The n e x t  day w e  might f l y  
t h e  highway. 

Q I see. 

A. The highway r o u t e  w a s  p r e f e r a b l e .  

Q And t h a t t ' s  the way you usua l ly  went ,  i f  you could 

g e t  down t o  i t ?  


A. Yes, s ir .  Because it was more secu re .  
. . 

Q And a l s o  it would b e n e f i t  you i f  you had a fo rced  

landing  of some s o r t  o r  reason? 


Y e s .  

There was an ope ra t ion  a s  I i n d i c a t e d  on 16 March 
. t o  . t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of ~ u a n ~ - N g a i I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u tCi ty .  
h e r e  on t h e  map, Are you used t o  a 1:50,000 map? 

r" 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q I ' l l  show you Exh ib i t  MAP-5 he re .  


(LTC PATTERSON conducted a map o r i e n t a t i o n  using 
E x h i b i t s  MAP-5 and MAP-1.) 

Q Do you recognize  th.e t e r r a i n  from t h e s e  maps? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q On t h e  morning of  16 March t h e r e  was a combat as 
s a u l t  t h a t  began a t  0730 h.ours i n t o  an LZ j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of 
a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  c a l l e d  My Lai (14) on t h e  map, which was j u s t  
a couple of  c l i c k s  w e s t  of My Lai ( 1 1 ,  which some people c a l l e d  
P i n k v i l l e .  Did you e v e r  know it by t h e  name? Does t h e  term 
P i n k v i l l e  mean anyth ing  t o  you? 
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A.  Not r e a l l y ,  sir. Here again ,  back i n  t h e  back of 
my mind t h e  name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  pl;ce it with 
anything t h e r e .  

Q. The morning of 16 March, t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  a s  
I i n d i c a t e d ,  came out  of Dot t i e .  They landed i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-.5) , which was i n  t h i s  2d ARVN Division 

A 0  normally, b u t  on which they had rece ived  an extens ion .  
The American t roops  were going i n t o  an a r e a  t h a t  was no t  us
u a l l y  an American t r o o p  maneuver a r e a .  The s l i c k  sh ips  touched 
down he re  a t  0730 hours a f t e r  a 3-or 4-minute a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  
which was f i r e d  out  of LZ Uptight.  No a r t i l l e r y  was f i r e d  
out  of LZ D o t t i e .  The l i f t  went i n  wi th  an LZ cold .  There 
were n ine  s l i c k s  supported by one gunteam. A l l  of t h e s e  a i r 
c r a f t  from t h e  174th ,  c a l l e d  Dolphins and Sharks,  were sup
por ted  by B Company of t h e  123d aero-scouts ,  t h e  Warlords, 
ope ra t ing  i n  an a rea  t o  t h e  south of t h i s  t r a i l  o r  highway, 
road ,  des ignated  on the map a s  521, which runs from t h e  b r i 
gade n o r t h  of Quang Ngai i n t o  t h e  My Lai  (1) a r e a ,  c a l l e d  Pink
v i l l e .  

A. Yes, s ir .  I t ' s  a d i r t  road,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q That t s  c o r r e c t .  The aero-scouts were i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
genera l ly  around H i l l  85 which i s  one of t h e  main recogniz 
ab le  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h i s  f l a t l a n d  a r e a ,  between t h e  Son 
Diem Diem River and t h e  Son Tra Khuc River.  These n i n e  s l i c k s  
were f l y i n g  i n  vees of t h r e e  i n  t r a i l .  The aero-scouts ,  War
l o r d  element,  cons i s t ed  of two gunships,  a high and a low, and 
a bubble h e l i c o p t e r  scout .  W e  know t h a t  t h e r e  were two C&C 
a i r e r a f t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  one Colonel HENDERSON, who had taken 
over command of t h e  br igade from General LIPSCOMB t h e  day be
fore--an a i r c r a f t  of t h e  174th--and Colonel BARKER, t a s k  fo rce  
commander, who was c o n t r o l l i n g  t h i s  l i f t .  The a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  
s l i c k s ,  came down genera l ly  along Highway 1, turned t o  t h e  
e a s t  south  of t h e  LZ and then  n o r t h ,  landing  i n t o  t h e  LZ and 
j u s t  pass ing  west of H i l l  85. Nine s l i c k s ,  4-or 5-minute a r t i l 
l e r y  prep ,  and gunship suppression,  7:30 i n  t h e  morning. Do 
you r e c a l l  observing t h a t  l i f t ?  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  observing t h e  l i f t .  Well, 
I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  i s  on t h i s  da te .  D o  you want me t o  go 
ahead? 

Q. Sure. 
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A. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, l i k e  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know t h e  
exac t  d a t e ,  s i r ,  but  I do r e c a l l  coming down and c i r c l i n g  
n o t  any given a r e a ,  but  a c t u a l l y  t h i s  whole given a r e a  he re  
which was on f i r e  and burning. 

Q I see .  

A. And a s  I remember it, t h e r e  was a t  t h e  time--and 
I don ' t  know i f  it w a s  a t  this t ime o r  a t  another  t ime,  bu t  
t h e r e  was an a i r c r a f t  t h a t  w a s  s h o t  down o r  something. E i 
t h e r  t h a t  o r  some people had h i t  a mine o r  something on a beach, 
and t h e r e  was some wounded s o l d i e r s ,  American s o l d i e r s .  Any
way t h a t  w a s  r i g h t  on t h e  beach. 

Q You seem t o  r e c a l l  being down over  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
you pointed t o  t h e  a rea .  A s  I understood t h e  way you were 
poin t ing ,  you were over t h e  beach a r e a  down as  f a r  south 
a s  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River? 

A. Yes, sir.  We were j u s t  about making an o r b i t  r i g h t  
along t h e  beach a r e a  from one r i v e r  t o  t h e  nex t .  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  t h i s  is  t h e  d a t e  o r  n o t ,  but  I remember t h a t  w e  
g o t  down t h e r e  and t h e  a r e a  w a s  a l l - . -most  of it was burned 
o f f .  There was s t i l l  some flame down t h e r e ,  but  most of 
t h e  a rea  w a s  a l l  burned o f f .  

Q I see .  I n  f a c t ,  where you a r e  po in t ing  i s  down 
i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of wha t r s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map a s  Co Lay (2), 
Co Lay (3)  , My Khe (2)? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q .Down t h a t  f a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. It  w a s  t h i s  a r e a  genera l ly  along i n  
he re  l i k e  t h i s  ( . indicat ing) . 
Q The wi tness  i s  po in t ing  from My Khe ( 2 )  up t o  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My Lay (1). Well, Lieutenant  NEWELL, j u s t  s o  t h a t  
w e  can keep t r a c k  of everyth ing ,  and I'm glad you t o l d  me t h i s ,  
b u t  on t h e  15th  once those t roops  had gone i n  t o  t h e  west of 
My Lai ( 4 1 ,  i n t o  t h a t  LZ t h a t  you see  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e ,  they  
p u t  two l i f t s  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e s e  s l i c k s  d i d .  The second l i f t  
went i n  about 7:50, 7:45, o r  7:50 i n  t h e  morning, and by 7:51 
records i n d i c a t e  that a l l  of t h e  t roops  t h a t  were going i n t o  
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t h a t  LZ were on t h e  ground. Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h i s  and during 
o r  between l i f t s ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  n,aving south 
o u t  of My Lai (41 and going along what you c a l l  t h e  d i r t  t r a i l ,  
Highway 521, l a r g e  numbers of them. About 8:10 i n  t h e  morn- 
i n g ,  some 20 minutes a f t e r  t h a t  l i f t  went i n t o  t h a t  LZ,  a  sec 
ond LZ was prepped again with a r t i l l e r y  coming o u t  of L Z  Up
t i g h t .  A s  you s e e  on t h e  map, MAP-1, t h e  second LZ i s  i n d i -  
ca ted  j u s t  t o  t h e  southwest of My Lai ( l ) ,LZ 2 i n d i c a t e d  
B/4/3, and they touched down t h e r e  i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of 
8:15 i n  t h e  morning and completed a second l i f t  i n t o  t h a t  LZ 
by 8 :27 hours i n  t h e  morning. So by 8 :30 , two LZ I s  and two 
companies of Task Force Barker had been i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h i s  
a rea .  

The scheme of maneuver and t h e  ac t ions  on t h e  
16th  of March of t h e s e  u n i t s  were genera l ly  a s  fol lows.  F i r s t  
o f f  Task Force Barker cons i s t ed  of t h r e e  companies, one of 
the companies had walked i n  on t h e  15th  and had taken up t h e  
p o s i t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  here  on t h i s  map t o  t h e  north of t h e  D i e m  
D i e m  River.  This  company, C / 1 / 2 0 ,  went i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  LZ a t  
7:30 and was t o  move t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  B/4/3 went i n t o  t h e  
second LZ c l o s i n g  a t  8:27 and was going t o  move t o  t h e  nor th  
w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  being t o  squeeze and block o f f  any fo rces  
i n  t h e  My Lai (1) , My Lai (41 a r e a  and push them up a g a i n s t  
t h e  Diem Diem River i n t o  t h e  blocking f i r e s  of t h e  u n i t  t o  t h e  
nor th .  I n  t h e  meantime t h e  aero-scouts ,  t h e  Warlords, were 
t o  o r b i t  and screen  t o  t h e  south.  I n  f a c t ,  during t h e  16th  
of March, t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was landed a t  t h i s  LZ moved genera l ly  
t o  the n o r t h e a s t  and ended up t h e i r  day i n  t h i s  a r e a  j u s t  
s o u t h  of t h e  d i p  i n  t h e  Diem Diem River.  T h i s  u n i t  moved 
genera l ly  t o  t h e  nor th  and d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  send a  platoon over  
t o  t h e  peninsula  b r i e f l y ,  came back, joined up, and closed 
here  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th  i n  conjunct ion wi th  C Company. 
So t h a t  a l l  3  companies were i n  a genera l  proximity of t h e  
d i p  o r  t h e  southern loop of t h e  Diem Diem River.  On t h e  16 th  
of March, none of t h e  u n i t s  went t o  t h e  south.  Therefore,  
dur ing  t h e  1 6 t h  t h e  a c t i o n  as  f a r  a s  t h i s  opera t ion  was con
cerned would have been i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  t h i s  company and i n  
t h e  genera l  a r e a  around My Lai (1) and, perhaps,  over  i n  t h e  
peninsula  f o r  t h a t  u n i t .  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any of t h a t  
opera t ion  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t  r e c a l l  it. 
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Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph E x h i b i t  P-1. Th i s  
i s  an a e r i a l  photograph o f  what has  become known as Son My 
V i l l a g e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  map des igna t ed  My La i  ( 4 ) .  Th i s  
v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  I t  shows, a s  you s e e ,  High
way 521, t h e  beg inn ing  of H i l l  85, and some of  t h e  subhamlets 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  I f  you w i l l  compare t h i s  photo t o  t h e  MAP-5, 
you can s e e  t h a t  t h e  shape of t h e  v i l l a g e  on MAP-5 i s  indeed  
as i s  i n d i c a t e d  on this map. The s c a l e  on t h i s  photo is 1 
inch  e q u a l s  about 85 meters. Do you recognize  o r  have any re
c a l l  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 
. . 

Q I might j u s t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  n o r t h  is  o f f  t o t h e  
t o p  c e n t e r .  I would l i k e  t o  have you compare t h a t  aer ia l  
photo now t o  My L a i  on e i t h e r  MAP-1 o r  MAP-5. You see t h e  
shape of My La i  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q The g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  you can s e e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
i n  f a c t ,  t h e  L Z ,  LZ 1, and t h e n ,  of cou r se ,  o f f  ove r  t o  t h e  
east of  t h i s  aerial  photo i s  where LZ 2 w a s  and My La i  (1). 

A. I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  s a y ,  s i r ,  I e v e r  p a i d  t h a t  much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  any one of t h o s e  s m a l l e r  v i l l a g e .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q A t  9 :35 hours  i n  the morning t h e  Task Force  Barker  
j o u r n a l  f o r  16 March (-Exhibit M-16) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  General  
YOUNG landed a t  LZ D o t t i e .  Do you happen t o  recal l  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n b t  r e c a l l  t h e  l and ing ,  b u t ,  l i k e  
I s a i d ,  judging from t h e  t i m e  e lement  h e r e ,  w e  probably d i d  
g e t  around q u i t e  a b i t  that day. 

Q. Now i n  an e f f o r t  t o  assist you i n  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  
you on the 16th-what we are a t t empt ing  t o  do is  determine 
where you went on t h e  16th--I'm going t o  f eed  you in fo rma t ion  
w i t h  t h e  hopes t h a t  it s t i rs  something,  a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  
o r  some such  t h i n g .  I f  it does you be s u r e  t o  t e l l  me, w i l l  
you? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. When you landed ,  and we assume t h a t  you d i d  a t  
9:35, you undoubtedly c a l l e d  i n  o r  someone c a l l e d  i n  t o  t h e  
Task Force Barker TOC. Did you u s u a l l y  do t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  Probably about 50 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  t ime ,  
w e  never  c a l l e d  t o  g ive  them p r i o r  warning. General  YOUNG 
l i k e d  t o  sneak i n  on them a t  t i m e s .  

Q. When you landed a t  LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  General  YOUNG 
a s  a u s u a l ,  normal course  of e v e n t s ,  where d i d  you land?  
There were,  a s  you r e c a l l ,  a r e f u e l i n g  a r e a  and two h e l i p a d s  
on LZ D o t t i e .  

A. L e t t s  s e e ,  w e  u s u a l l y  l anded ,  s i r ,  on a sandbag h e l i -  
pad j u s t  which would be  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad t h e r e .  

Q. Right  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Task Force  Barker  TOC on a 
l i t t l e  h i l l ?  ' 

A. It  w a s n ' t  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  no,  s ir .  They u s u a l l y  
came up and g o t  him i n  a  jeep.  

Q- Okay. How much. room on t h e  h e l i p a d  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  
a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. There w a s  only  room f o r  one h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q- Only room f o r  one? 

A. Yes, sir.  There w a s  ano the r  l i t t l e  sandbag pad 
j u s t  back. up t h e  h i l l  a l i t t l e  ways f o r  a n o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. On t h e  morning of  16 March when you landed  General  
YOUNG t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  C&C h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  was s h u t  
down. The thought  s t r i k e s  m e  t h a t  i n  an a t t empt  t o  r e c a l l  now, 
t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  s h i p  that was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where,  
b u t  it w a s  s h u t  down, and t h e  crew w a s  s t a n d i n g  by w a i t i n g  f o r  
t h e  commander t h a t  t hey  were c a r r y i n g  t o  come back.  Do you 
r e c a l l  e v e r  going i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  and hav ing  somebody on t h e  
pad where you were a t t empt ing  t o  p u t  General  YOUNG? 

A. Well ,  s ir ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  were two pads .  The 
one w e  u s u a l l y  landed on set  s h o r t  of  a l i t t l e  h i l l ,  you might 
say .  

Q. Y e s .  
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A .  And t h e  pad we g e n e r a l l y  landed on s e t  s o r t  of down
h i l l ,  you might s a y ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one set  back up on t h e  h i l l .  

Q Y e s .  

A. Genera l ly ,  when w e  came i n  t h e r e ,  i f  t h e r e  was a 
h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e r e ,  he w a s  u s u a l l y  s e t t i n g  on t h e  back pad. 
But t h e r e  were t i m e s  t h a t  we d i d  land  on t h a t  back pad. 

Q. I f  you t h i n k  now, t h i s  i s  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  change 
of  command ceremony, and I only  use  t h a t  as a p o i n t  o f  r e f e r 
ence  i n  t i m e .  When you came i n t o  t h i s  pad,  a s  I have i n d i c a t e d  
t h e r e  was ano the r  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  you 
t h e r e  on t h a t  approach and landing .  You s a t  down i n  t h e r e .  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  you can recal l  this ,  because I ' d  l i k e  
t o  know whether you went t o  r e f u e l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o r  whether 
you s h u t  down, o r  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  you r e c e i v e d  concerning 
what you were t o  do once t h e  g e n e r a l  g o t  o f f ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  sir.  A l l  I can do is  
assume, and t h e  assumption would be  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  r e f u e l ,  
because we on ly  r e f u e l e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  when w e  w e r e  r e a l  low 
on f u e l ,  because t h e i r  pumps were s o  slow. 

Q I see. Well ,  u n l e s s  you were low on f u e l ,  t h e n ,  
you would have been f o r c e d  t o  r e f u e l  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many--during t h e  t i m e  you were 
f l y i n g  General  YOUNG, as I unders tand it t h e n ,  you d i d n t t  
r e f u e l  t h e r e  many t imes?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q. And t h e  r e f u e l i n g  a r e a  a t  D o t t i e  came i n t o  be ing  
long  a f t e r  D o t t i e  came i n t o  be ing ,  as I unders tand  it. Did 
t h e y  always have r e f u e l i n g  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h e r e ?  

A .  I d o n t t  know i f  t hey  d i d  when it was known as LZ 
D o t t i e  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  A s  long  as I can remember t h e y  d i d ,  when 
it w a s  LZ D o t t i e .  Now b e f o r e  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  moved i n t o  
LZ D o t t i e ,  t h e  Marines h e l d  it. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  w e l l ,  t h e  Marines 
and t h e  Koreans--at t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e r e  e v e r  be
i n g  any r e f u e l i n g  t h e r e .  
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Q On t h e  morning of 16 March now, w i th  what w e  know 
now, you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  making a t o u r  over  t h i s  a r e a  and s e e i n g  
where t h e s e  two u n i t s  had gone i n  r i g h t  t h e r e  and t h e n  going 
back up t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and dropping t h e  g e n e r a l ,  and perhaps  
s e e i n g  a n o t h e r  s h i p  on t h e  pad? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  

'Q Can you recall  any day t h a t  you were down ove r  
t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I n  t h e  back of  my mind I ' m  remembering one day 
t h a t  it seemed l i k e  t h e  wea ther  was bad o r  something,  and 
w e  took o f f  from LZ D o t t i e .  I b e l i e v e  w e  took o f f  from LZ 
D o t t i e  headed o u t  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  and when we 
s t a r t e d  o u t ,  w e  were low l e v e l .  

Q- Because t h e  weather  was bad. 

A .  W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  because it was bad o r  e x a c t l y  
what t h e  r ea son  was, b u t  i n  t h e  back of my mind I can remember 
do ing  t h i s .  Now I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  t h i s  day o r  n o t ,  b u t  
I know t h e r e  w a s  something o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  
t h a t  we w e r e  going o u t  t o  s e e .  

Q W e l l ,  on t h e  1 6 t h  t h e  wea ther  was p r e t t y  good. You 
had about 3 t o  5 miles v i s i b i l i t y  and had a s c a t t e r e d  condi 
t i o n  t h a t  w a s  g r e a t e r  t han  2,000. 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  would probably have been a n o t h e r  d a t e  
t h e n ,  because w e  never  e v e r  went low l e v e l  w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l  
u n l e s s  t h e  wea ther  a c t u a l l y  denoted it ( s i c ) .  

Q What I was hoping t h a t  you would be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  
i s  whether  o r  n o t  you went o u t  ove r  t h i s  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  you went i n t o  D o t t i e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. On an u s u a l  o v e r f l y  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  such a s  I have 
desc r ibed  a s  o c c u r r i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
landed a t  D o t t i e ,  a t  what a l t i t u d e s  d i d  t h e  g e n e r a l  u s u a l l y  
f l y ?  
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A .  We g e n e r a l l y  f lew,  s i r ,  from 1,500 t o  2,000 f e e t  
above t h e  ground. Now on occasion we had go t t en  down a s  low 
as 1,000 g e e t ,  but  genera l ly  we s tayed up a t  l e a s t  1,500 t o  
2,000 f e e t .  

Q. Well, was t h e  genera l  one t h a t  l i k e d  t o  g e t  
down low, 50 f o o t ,  hover '  around and s e e  what was going on? 

A.  No, sir. Now we had low l e v e l  up Highway 1 j u s t  
so---he wanted t o  t a k e  a good look a t  th.e road and f o r t i f i 
c a t i o n s  along the r o a d - b u t  never ou t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  never o u t  
along i n  the o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  wh.ere t h e r e  was an opera t ion  
going on. 

Q. YOU d o n ' t  ever  r e c a l l  going i n  t h i s  a r e a  now, t h e  
one t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about g e t t i n g  down a t  very low l e v e l s ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I don1.t eve r  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Well, p r i o r  t o  th.e t ime t h a t  you and t h e  genera l  
landed t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  we h.ave reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was cons iderable  smoke and a good b i t  of a c t i o n  be ing  
repor ted  over  t h e  r a d i o  i n  th.e My Lai ( 4 )  and P i n k v i l l e ,  My 
Lai  (11 a rea .  

A.  I n  t h e  back of my mind I can r e c a l l  one p a r t i c u 
l a r  day down near  t h e r e  th.at t h e r e  was an awful l o t  of smoke. 

9. Was this a s e p a r a t e  day from t h a t  day t h a t  you 
i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  th.at  you went down along t h e  coas t?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  s i r ,  it may have been t h e  same day, 
b u t  I do i n  t h e  back of my mind r e c a l l  a l o t  of smoke one 
p a r t i c u l a r  day being down i n  th .at  a rea?  

Q Being over  where My Lai (4) is  o r  where? Where do 
you r e c a l l  it being? 

A.  General ly ,  I r e c a l l  it a c t u a l l y  being i n  t h i s  whole 
genera l  a rea  from LZ Dot t i e  j u s t  about ou t  t o  t h e  coas t .  

Q From LZ, you d o n h t  mean Dot t i e  do you? From ~ o t t i e ?  

A. Yes, sir, from D o t t i e ,  
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Q. Way up h e r e  where LZ D o t t i e  i s?  

A.  This  g e n e r a l  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  

Q. LZ D o t t i e  i s  way back up h e r e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. The smoke t h a t  you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
seeing- 

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  okay, I 'm sorry' ,  s ir .  I was 
t h i n k i n g  it was down i n  h e r e .  The way I' r e c a l l  it is be ing  
i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Can you remember H i l l  85? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. Being a  r a t h e r  f l a t - topped  h i l l  and an o l d  out -  
p o s t  of some s o r t  be ing  on t o p  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember i t  now. That  used t o  be  an 
o l d  Korean o u t p o s t .  

Q. Right .  And t h . i s  was j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  maybe. Well ,  
a s  you s e e  i t ' s  about  a c l i c k ,  a  k i l o m e t e r ,  n o r t h .  

A. I may be wrong on t h e  a r e a  of t h a t  smoke, s i r ,  b u t  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of  may knowledge t h a t ' s  where I r e c a l l  it be ing  
t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  b u t  it's--. 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it be ing  sou th  of 
t h e  r i v e r  h e r e ,  t h e  D i e m  Diem River? 

A. No, sir .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  i t  would be f u r t h e r  
n o r t h ,  b u t  i t ' s  been 2 yea r s .  I t  may have been. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  now. I t ' s  impor tant
t h a t  w e  t h i n k  about  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  h e r e .  
We're g e t t i n g  down t o  a smal l  a r e a  h e r e  w i t h  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
speed of a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  
t r a v e l s  i n  t i m e .  The a r e a  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about  h e r e  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  i s  t h i s  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  which i s ,  a s  you can recognize  
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t h e r e  from t h e  a e r i a l  photo-.-what you have depicted.  t h e r e  is  
about,  oh, maybe a ki lometer ,  a 1,000 meters,  nor th  t o  south.  
We're not  t a l k i n g  about t oo  l a r g e  an a rea .  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. And the  smoke I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  coming from t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here ,  t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. A l l  I can r e c a l l  is t h e r e  was 
one day t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of smoke out  t h e r e .  I t  
may have been t h e  same day t h a t  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  t h i s  
whole a rea  was burned o f f .  

Q Then as  I understand i t ,  you don ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  
landing back a t  Dot t ie  wi th  t h i s  o the r  s h i p  being down? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it e s p e c i a l l y  because,  l i k e  
I s a i d  s eve ra l  t imes ,  t h e r e  was o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. This s h i p  belonged t o  Colonel HENDERSON. I t  was 
t h e  br igade C&C. Do you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I don ' t  know him persona l ly ,  s i r .  I saw him 
before .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  seeing him a t  Dot t ie  on any occasion 
when you landed t h e r e ,  and t h e  general  got  o f f ,  and Colonel 
HENDERSON was t h e r e  o r  came r i g h t  up i n  a jeep? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I don ' t  remember. 

Q. We have reason t o  be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  genera l  was no t  
t h e r e  too long. I n  f a c t  t h e  log  ind i ca t e s  he depar ted a t  9:50, 
s o  t h a t  would have meant it was somewhere 15 t o  20  minutes a t  
t h e  ou ts ide  t h a t  t h e  general  was on t h e  ground t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot
t i e .  Which would have meant probably I would imagine even f o r  
t h a t  per iod you would have shu t  down and then recranked? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. But, indeed, a s  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  a crank t h a t  
soon a f t e r  shutdown would give you some cons idera t ion  with  
re fe rence  t o  a ho t  s t a r t .  I t  would have been a quick-turn 
around s t a r t ?  

-5' 
CLJ 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  General YOUNG used t o  do t h i s  a l l  
t h e  t i m e .  He'd leave and then  come r i g h t  back. 

Q. So you d o n b t  r e c a l l  making your s tar t  o r  anything
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You do no t  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you saw Colonel 
HENDERSON t h e r e ?  O r  can you r e c a l l  General YOUNG and Colonel 
HENDERSON being t o g e t h a r  a t  any t i m e  a t  Do t t i e?  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  remember see ing  him. Now I can 
remember going i n  t h e r e - a n d  h i s  a i r c r a f t  being i n  t h e r e .  

Q. You can? 

A. On s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  occasions.  

Q- W e l l ,  on those  occasions d id  Colonel HENDERSON come 
ou t  t o  meet General YOUNG when he came i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I th ink .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' m  
j u s t .guess ing ,  b u t  it seems l i k e  it was u s u a l l y ,  you know, 
j u s t  t h e ,  n o t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander bu t  whoever was i n  con
t r o l  of t h e  LZ, whether it was a b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  what. 

Q o  
  D i d  you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- A l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  He was, i n  f ac t - - tha t  was 
h i s  LZ. LZ D o t t i e  was where Task Force Barker,  h i s  uni t - 

A. ( In terpos ing)  Yes, sir.  I know about him, bu t  I 
dontt know him. 

9- I see .  Well, l e t  me see  i f  I can h e l p  you a l i t t l e  
b i t  more he re .  You landed about 9 : 3 5 .  Colonel HENDERSON may 
o r  may n o t  have come up and met t h e  genera l ,  b u t  i f  he d i d ,  
he would have come up i n  an MP jeep,  probably dr iven  by a 
m i l i t a r y  policeman. Does t h a t  seem t o  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  
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A. No, sir. A l l  I can ever  remember meeting him is  
usual ly  the-

Q = ( In terpos ing)  Regular command jeep? 

A. Y e s ,  r e g u l a r  command jeep. 

Q. W e l l ,  on t h i s  day t h e  r egu la r  command jeep d r i v e r  
was out  i n  t h e  a r e a  earn ing  h i s  C I B ,  and they borrowed t h e  
MP jeep. It had a r ed  l i g h t  on it on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  Right 
a f t e r  you landed t h e r e ,  w i t h i n  5 minutes and whi le  you were 
shu t  down, another  CbC a r r i v e d .  I t  only landed,  and it had 
some wounded aboard. I t  dropped o f f  a passenger and immedi
a t e l y  departed t o  t h e  n o r t h  wi th  t h e  wounded, t a k i n g  them t o  
Ky Ha. 

A. I donrt remember it. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Again t h e  MP jeep would have probably been involved. 
Where General YOUNG went from t h e r e ,  we d o n ' t  know, bu t  we 
assume t h a t  i n  a s  much as  it was Colonel BARKER, who hopped 
of f  t h i s  s h i p  with t h e  wounded which then  depar ted ,  and with 
Colonel HENDERSON being t h e r e ,  and t h i s  opera t ion  going on, 
t h a t  t h e  genera l  could have gone on down over  t h i s  a rea .  

A. Yes, s ir .  A s  a genera l  r u l e ,  whenever t h e r e  w a s  
a b i g  opera t ion  o r  any c o n t a c t ,  we would go o u t  and maybe n o t  
over f ly  t h e  a rea ,  but  go o u t  i n t o  t h e  genera l  a r e a  and o r b i t  
a t  about 2,500 f e e t  t o  3,000. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  doing t h i s ?  

Not i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  sir.  

Q On many occasions d i d  General YOUNG s t a y  ou t  p a s t  , 

1 7 0 0 ,  9730 hours? 

A .  No, s ir .  I can only remember maybe one o r  two times* 
I c a n ' t  remember t h e  occasion. It seems t o  me one time we were 
out  p a s t  t h a t  because of some--the Vietnamese colonel  o r  who
ever--the Vietnamese command a t  Tam Ky--but as  a  genera l  r u l e  
we were always back a t  1700 s o  he could be t h e r e  f o r  h i s  even
ing  b r i e f i n g .  
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Q The morning of t h e  1 7 t h ,  which is  Sunday, t h e  next  
day, your records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you flew 4.6 hours with 16 
landings? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- The u n i t s  involved i n  t h i s  opera t ion  moved from 
t h e i r  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  two companies, C Company and 
B Company, and moved t o  t h e  south down along--one u n i t  down 
along t h i s  peninsula ,  and t h i s  b i t  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  
Song Tra Khuc, and C Company moved on down p a s t  H i l l  85. 
They even went up on H i l l  85,  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  south  down t o  
My Khe (2), turned  around, and came back, and t h e  n i g h t  of 
17 March remained over n i g h t  i n  a RON p o s i t i o n  genera l ly  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Khe C4) . General YOUNG d i d  n o t  f l y  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning of t h e  1 7 t h  t o  t h e  b e s t  of o u r  information.  
H e  was t i e d  up w i t h  a meeting i n  headquar ters  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
couple of hours ,  b u t  you d i d  f l y  4.6 hours which would have 
meant: a r a t h e r  heavy af ternoon.  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q A l o t  of f l y i n g .  Do you r e c a l l  Sunday t h e  17 th  of 
March f o r  any s p e c i a l  reason? 

No, s ir .  

Q. Could t h i s  have been t h e  day t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  
e a r l i e r  o r b i t i n g  and see ing  a l l  t h e  smoke i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. It  could be ,  b u t  I ' n  not  c e r t a i n .  

Q. This  day t h a t  you do r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g  over  t h i s  
a r e a  and see ing  t h e  smoke, d id  you s t a y  over  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a 
per iod  of t ime o r  was it a quick. look and t h e n  skedaddle? 

A. I c a n , . t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it was 
a t  l e a s t  a pe r iod  of 30 minutes o r  more. We made s e v e r a l  
t r i p s  c i r c l i n g  t h e  a rea .  

Q. D o  you remember where you went from those  c i r c l e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  we probably went back t o  Chu La i ,  s i r ,  
because t h e  way I remembered it, it was g e t t i n g  l a t e  towards 
t h e  evening. 
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Q Now, General YOUNG has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  
meeting he s a w  General KOSTER somewhere around noontime and 
then flew i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  We know t h a t  General YOUNG a r r i v e d  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  a t  1430 hours on 17 March and depar ted  some 
15 minutes l a t e r ,  another  quick s top .  We have some indica 
t i o n s  t h a t  he d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  ove r f ly  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  you have 
descr ibed.  And t h e  events  a s  you have descr ibed  them, a t  l e a s t  
the  smoke-we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some smoke 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  17th .  Of course ,  your o r b i t s  could have 
been a f t e r  you depar ted  LZ Dottie--came down t o  t h e  a r e a ,  or 
b i t e d ,  and then  went back t o  Chu Lai.  

A. Yes, sir. The way I remember it i s  t h a t  we d i d  
go back t o  Chu Lai  because it seemed l i k e  it w a s  g e t t i n g  l a t e  
i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q Somewhere i n  h e r e ,  though, Lieutenant  NEWELL, you
would have had t o  r e f u e l .  

A. Yes, sir.  I cannot remember, b u t  I suppose on 
this p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  we d i d  r e f u e l  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  because it 
would have been t h e  c l o s e s t  p lace  f o r  f u e l .  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember t a k i n g  General YOUNG i n t o  
LZ Dot t ie  when he d i d n ' t  g e t  o f f ,  when you j u s t  went i n t o  
r e f u e l  and then  went r i g h t  back ou t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  one occasion t h a t  
we d id  do t h a t .  I c a n ' t  remember where we came from o r  
where we went, b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  w e  d i d  l and ,  and 
it took q u i t e  a whi le  because,  l i k e  I mentioned, t h e  f u e l  
pump w a s  r e a l  slow a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Y e s .  

A. And a s  I remember, it d i d  t a k e  q u i t e  a whi le  t o  
r e f u e l ,  and I t r i e d  t o  exp la in  t o  t h e  genera l  why it was 
t ak ing  s o  long. 

Q.
was? 

Now, do you remember about what t ime of day t h i s  

A. N o ,  sir. 
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Q The 1 7 t h  w a s  a - Sunday. A r e  y o u .a churchgoing man 
as a normal r u l e ?  Did you t r y  t o  go t o  church  w h i l e  you w e r e  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, sir .  I worked e v e r y  day when I w a s  f l y i n g  t h e  
g e n e r a l .  

Q What abou t  Genera l  YOUNG, d i d  h e  t r y  t o  make church? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. The way I remember it, Sunday 
was no d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  any o t h e r  day.  W e  f l ew a  normal day. 

Q The day t h a t  you do r e c a l l  b e i n g  down o v e r  t h i s  
a r e a  and o r b i t i n g ,  you d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  s e e i n g  some smoke. 
Did you see any f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  
t h e  burned  o u t  a r e a ,  s ir .  Like  I mentioned, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  smoke. I j u s t  remembered it b e i n g  
burned  o u t ,  and w e  c i r c l e d  it f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  l o o k i n g  a t  
it. 

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  any o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  
o r  any o f  t h e  t a l k  t h a t  w a s  go ing  o n ,  o r  mon i to r ing  any o f  
t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  were going  on o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  Very r a r e l y  d i d  I moni tor  t h e  r a d i o  on 
t h e  c o n s o l e  because  I had  my s h i p ' s  r a d i o s ,  p l u s  my in t e rcom,  
p l u s  hav ing  t o  moni tor  t h e  in t e rcom f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l .  

Q Y e s .  

A. So  I u s u a l l y  had h i s  r a d i o s  i n  back t u r n e d  o f f .  


Q Did you keep your  UHF on? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q And what  w a s  t h a t  t i e d  i n t o ?  


A. A r t i l l e r y  c o n t r o l ,  sir. 


Q *  What abou t  your  FM? 


A. I c a n ' t  remember r i g h t  now. I u s u a l l y  k e p t  on 
Fox-Mike. 
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Q But you d id  monitor t h e  intercom? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did t h e  general  use intercom much? 

A. Yes, sir .  He used it depending. I f  we had somebody 
with  us ,  h e r d  t a l k  a l l  t h e  time on it. I mean by a l l  t h e  t ime 
t h a t  he was car ry ing  on conversations with whoever was on 
board. I f  we d i d n r t  have anybody p a r t i c u l a r  on board,  he maybe 
j u s t  c a r r i e d  on a conversation w i t h  myself o r  h i s  a i d e ,  Lieu
t enan t  WHITE. 

Q This day t h a t  you were c i r c l i n g  down t h e r e  t h a t  you 
seem t o  have a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f ,  do you remember who w a s  
on board? 

A. I be l ieve  it was j u s t  my crew, s ir ,  t h e  genera l ,  and 
h i s  a ide .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing any intercom transmiss ions?  r 
c > 

-. 
C'I 


A. Well, I ' m  su re  we used intercom, s i r ,  but  I don ' t  
r e c a l l  any r ad io  t ransmiss ions .  

Q Any d i r e c t i o n s  o r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you on t h i s  r-
day t h a t  you remember? 

A. Not o the r  than how he wanted m e  t o  s e t  up my o r b i t .  

Q Which was i n  which way? Clockwise? 

A. I t  would have been clockwise s o  t h a t  he could see  
because he always s a t  on the r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. And which s i d e  d id  you s i t  on? 

A. I flew l e f t  s e a t ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember who your cop i lo t  was t h i s  day? 

A. No, s ir ,  not by name. By t h i s  I mean M r .  DEWINE, 
Dennis DEWINE, flew wi th  me q u i t e  a b i t  during t h i s  per iod ,  
b u t  I ' m  not  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he was t h e r e ,  because d i f f e r e n t  t imes 
I had d i f f e r e n t  p i l o t s .  
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Q How do you s p e l l  t h a t  name? 

A. D-E-W-I-N-E, I be l i eve .  

Q W a s  he i n  A Company a l s o ?  

A .  Yes, sir. He w a s  a l s o  i n  t h e  3d Platoon.  

Q- [Reading from a 123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  Roster  n o t  
rece ived  i n  evidence)  Dennis M .  D E W I N E ,  D-E-W-I-N-E. Now, I ' d  
l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  t h i n k  back on wh.at occurred h e r e  on t h e  17th .  
From what we have been a b l e  t o  p iece  t o g e t h e r ,  you took o f f  some
where r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  morning, but  we know t h a t  you landed a t  
D o t t i e  a t  1430, 2 :30, r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  af te rnoon,  and 
then  took o f f  aga in ,  which would have meant t h a t  t o  g e t  back 
by 1700, probably one f u e l  load would have taken you back. 
You'd have been p r e t t y  dry back a t  Chu L a i ,  bu t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
t ime you had t o  r e f u e l ,  and, of ccurse ,  you could have re 
f ue led  a t  D o t t i e  a t  1430. This could have been a r e f u e l i n g  
stop--let  t h e  genera l  o f f ,  and then  picked him r i g h t  back 
up again ,  and go on ou t  over  t h e  a r e a .  I n  o t h e r  words, while  
t h e  genera l  was a t  Dot t i e  from 1430 t o  1445, you could have 
been r e f u e l i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. You d o n t t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. No, sir .  Like I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I can r e c a l l  a t  l e a s t  
one time when t h e  genera l  was on board when we d i d  r e f u e l  a t  
Do t t i e .  It seems t o  me t h a t  we were o u t  somewhere, and we 
came i n ,  r e f u e l e d ,  and went back o u t .  Now t h i s  may have been 
t h e  same day. 

Q- W a s  it i n  t h e  same a r e a  t h a t  you came i n  from? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. A l l  I can remember i s  t h a t  
it seemed l i k e  we came from an a r e a  somewhere--I c a n ' t  re 
member where, bu t  it j u s t  seems l i k e  we came i n  from doing 
something, r e f u e l e d ,  and went back ou t  t o  t h e  same genera l  
th ing .  
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Q W e l l ,  t h i s  a r e a  here  t h a t  we a r e  now d i s c u s s i n g ,
t h e  s p e c i f i c  a r e a ,  t h i s  perhaps would have been t h e  second 
day i n  a row that you would have gone o u t  over  t h i s  a rea .  
You would have become a l i t t l e  more f a m i l i a r  wi th  it perhaps. 
Again t o  h e l p  you r e c o l l e c t  t h e  a r e a ,  t h i s  was considered t o  
be q u i t e  a h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  home of t h e  48th Local 
Force B a t t a l i o n ,  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  18th  i s  concerned, w e l l ,  t h e r e  
i s  something t h a t  occurred on t h e  17th  t h a t  might b r i n g  back 
some r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  Lieutenant  General DOLEMAN, r e t i r e d  
l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  wi th  General KOSTER. 
H e  was t h e r e ,  and he w a s  a t h r e e - s t a r .  H e  spen t  t h e  n i g h t  there?  

A. The name doesnft sound f a m i l i a r ,  bu t  I do remember 
one p a r t i c u l a r  occasion t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a r e t i r e d  genera l  t h a t  
came t h e r e .  I t  seems t o  me he was w r i t i n g  a book o r  some
th ing .  

Q Yes. Does t h a t  h e l p  t h e  day any? 

A .  No, sir .  I j u s t  remember t h e  occasion because I 
remember t h a t  they--.I be l i eve  General KOSTER took him around 
and showed him around t h e  A0 and t h a t  l ~ ewas w r i t i n g  a book. 
I c a n ' t  remember what t h e  book was about. 

Q You d o n t t  remember h i s  name? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. On t h e  18 th  of March General YOUNG a r r i v e d  a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  a t  9 : l o ,  1 0  minutes a f t e r  9 .  He was met t h e r e .  There 
was another  s h i p  t h e r e .  Colonel HENDERSON w a s  t h e r e  a l s o ,  and 
it would be l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  again Colonel BARKER o r  
Colonel HENDERSON came ou t  t o  meet General YOUNG, and he  was 
going i n  f o r  a meeting, and you probably s h u t  down? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Also t h e r e  t h a t  day somewhere i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  
a t  this t ime was Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q And maybe even some of t h e  123d p c  \pie were f l o a t i n g
around up t h e r e ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  I remember t h i s  day. I b e l i e v e  we s e t  
t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  some t i r e ,  about ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a  pe r iod  of about 
2 hours o r  something wai t ing  on him. Now I ' m  no t  su re  of t h e  
time element,  b u t  I do remember t h a t  we s e t  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  
a while  wa i t ing  on him o r  a t  l e a s t  it seems l i k e  we d id .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  Colonel HOLLADAY t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t  remember see ing  him, b u t  I remember 
t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY and Bravo 
Company.commander of t h e  123d were supposed t o  meet t h e  gen- 
e r a l  down t h e r e .  

Q. And t h i s  w a s  th.e day t h a t  you seem t o  r e c a l l  wa i t ing  
f o r  sometime? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e ,  b u t  I remember 
t h i s  happening. 

A Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  meeting? He was gone f o r  an 
apprec iable  pe r iod  of t ime? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  it was, s ir .  

Q. The log  shows t h a t  he depar ted  a t  9 : 3 0 ,  20 minutes. 
I t a k e  it t h i s  does not  go along wi th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Not t h e  way I remembered it, but- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  T h a t ' s  okay. You remember it 
t h e  way you remember it. T h a t ' s  a l l  I want you t o  do. Who 
was aboard t h a t  day t h a t  you r e c a l l  now when t h e  a i d e  s a i d  
t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY and t h e  B Company commander were going 
t o  be t h e r e ?  J u s t '  t h e  a i d e  o r  w a s  t h e r e  someone e l s e ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day it was t h e  
genera l ,  t h e  a i d e ,  and h i s  o r d e r l y ,  Sergeant  SMITH. 

Q. Did they  go wi th  t h e  genera l  o r  d i d  they  s t a y  with 
t h e  sh ip?  

A. I know a t  l e a s t  one of them s tayed  with t h e  s h i p  
t h a t  day. I c a n ' t  remember whether both of them d i d  o r  no t .  
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Q. DO yau remember where you went a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
came back? 

A. 	 I b e l i e v e  w e  went t o  Duc Pho, s ir .  

Q.  	 That day you f lew 3.1 hours? 

A .  	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do yay remember going up o u t  over  t h i s  a r e a  aga in?
Now t h i s  would have been perhaps a t h i r d  day i n  a row pver t h e  
same a rea?  

A. 	 No, s i r ,  I don ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember on t h a t  day where t h i s  meeting 
took p lace?  Do you remember knowing anyth ing  about why t h e  
meeting o r  remember hea r ing  anything a s  t o  why t h i s  meeting 
was going on? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  j u s t - - I  remember L ieu tenan t  WHITE 
t e l l i n g  me something about an ope ra t ion  and something about 
t h e  gene ra l  w a s  goipg t o  r e l i e v e  some people o r  something, 

Q 	 There w a s  some t r o u b l e ?  

A. T h i s  i s  the way Lieutenant  WHITE p u t  it t o  m e ,  b u t  
h e r e  aga in ,  s i r ,  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  he would t e l l  me--build some 
t h i n g s  up t h a t  w e r e n l ~ ta c t u a l l y  s o .  

Q. 	 Sure.  

A. J u s t  j e s t i n g  w i t h  m e .  


Q You d i d n 6 t  hea r  what k ind  of t r o u b l e ?  Did Lieu  

t e n a n t  	WHITE i n d i c a t e d  t o  you what k ind  of t r o u b l e  t h e r e  was? 

Not t h a t  I can remember, sir.  

Q. 	 You d o n p t  r e c a l l  now i n  t h i s  t e r r a i n ,  around t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  v i s i t i n g  o u t  he re  s u c c e s s i v e l y  3 days i n  a 
row? 
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A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember it because we c o n s t a n t l y  
f lew back and f o r t h ,  anC a l l  I can remember about t h a t  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  day i s  we d i d  make q u i t e  a few c i r c l e s .  W e  spen t  
q u i t e  a b i t  of  t i m e  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q - Why do you remember t h a t  day s o  w e l l ?  

A. Because of t h e  f a c t  tha t  t h a t  whole a r e a  was 
burned o f f  and t h a t  w e  j u s t  c i r c l e d  around it looking  a t  
it. 

Q. Did you see any bod ies?  

A. NO,  s i r .  


Q - Did you s e e  the f r i e n d l y  t roops?  


A. I donl ' t  remember s e e i n g  anyth ing  myse l f ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember going low a t  any t i m e  ove r  t h i s  
a rea?  

A. NO , sir. 

Q. How about l and ings?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  l a n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  any t ime? 

A. I can only  remember l and ing  a t  one t ime i n  t h e  
whole a r e a  anywhere s o u t h  of Chu Lai  t o  Quang Ngai, o u t  i n  
t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o u t  towards t h e  c o a s t ,  and it seems t o  me it 
was f u r t h e r  n o r t h  towards Chu Lai .  

Q - Going back now t o  t h i s  day when L ieu tenan t  WHITE 
s a i d  t h e  g e n e r a l  was going t o  r e l i e v e  somebody and t h e r e  was 
some t r o u b l e ,  when t h e  g e n e r a l  came back d i d  he say  anything? 

A. . I d o n b t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  

Q. Did he a c t  angry? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember him be ing  any more angry a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  t h a n  a t  o t h e r  t imes .  

Q Do you remember going back t o  Duc Pho? 
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Well, I t h i n k  we d id .  

why? 

I d o n b t  know, sir .  J u s t  i n  t h e  back of my mind, 
seems we took o f f  and headed south towards Duc Pho. 

Do you remember wondering whether o r  n o t  he d i d  
f a c t  r e l i e v e  anybody? 

Yes, sir.  

Did you ever  f i n d  o u t ?  

No, sir. 

You d idn '  t a s k  Lieutenant  WHITE? 

A. I can ' . t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I never  
found out  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q. Do you remember hea r ing  about any t r o u b l e  i n  this 
a r e a ,  any problems, i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  might have occurred  over  
t h e r e ?  

A .  I remember---now t h i s  i s  j u s t  hearsay ,  rumors. I 
can remember now, t h i s  may have come through Lieutenant  
WHITE o r  it may have come through t h e  company, bu t  I remember 
hear ing  a rumor something t o  do with t h e  Sharks from t h e  
174th and our  gunships.  Anyway t h e  gunships from Bravo Com
pany r e f u s i n g  a d i r e c t  o rde r  t o  do something and t h a t  they 
were c a l l e d  up before  General KOSTER. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
how it went, but  it was something l i k e  t h i s ,  and t h i s  a t  t h e  
time I remember t h i n k i n g ,  w e l l ,  maybe t h i s  was why t h a t  major, 
I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  t h e  Bravo Company commander 
had t o  go down t o  LZ Dot t ie .  

Q .  Major WATKE? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  Major MATKE. 

Q . D o  you r e c a l l  hear ing  any rumors, o r  hearsay ,  o r  
being t o l d  by anyone about a l a r g e  number of people being 
k i l l e d  ou t  he re  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Well, s i r ,  now I c a n ' t  remember whether I d i d  hear  
t h i s  rumor t h e r e ,  o r  whether I ' v e  j u s t  heard it: you know, 
picked it up from TV. 
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Q. You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  anything t h a t  
tied i n  what you heard from t h e  TV o r  read with t h e  events  
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  been-,-well, s i n c e  yes terday  when I 
was n o t i f i e d  about t h i s ,  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i n  t h e  back 
of my mind j u s t  what a c t u a l l y  happened--that I knew happened 
out  t h e r e ,  and what I picked up from TV o r  t h e  news. 

Q- Do you know General KOSTER's C&C p i l o t ?  

A. Yes ,  sir. 

Q. Who w a s  he? 

A. H i s  p i l o t  was a M r .  HOW, Mark HOWE. A f t e r  he 
l e f t  the count ry ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  guy's name, bu t  he was 
a  t a l l ,  sandy-haired fel low.  . 
Q. M r .  WITHAM? 

A. Y e s ,  WITHAM. 

Q. WITHAM, Robert W-I-T-H-A-M? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q- D o  you rememher e v e r  t a l k i n g  about what went on 
out  he re  wi th  him? 

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  remember i f  we d iscussed  t h i s  
o r  not .  

9- Do you remember hear ing  any rumors back i n  t h e  
u n i t ,  w i th in  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any t r o u b l e  be- 
tween B Company a v i a t o r s  o r  an a v i a t o r  and any of t h e  ground 
fo rces  down t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I was t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n ,  s i r ,  I go t  it 
a l i t t l e  b i t  t w i s t e d  up, I t h i n k ,  b u t  I d i d  remember hear ing  
a rumor t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  our  gunships i n  Bravo Company 
had something about a--refused t o  go i n  and f i r e  o r  something. 
I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was t o  shoot people,  shoot up a v i l l a g e ,  
o r  what. But t h i s  is  what I remember, t h a t  t h e r e  was a rumor 
t h a t  they  had re fused  a d i r e c t  o rde r  from e i t h e r , t h e  ground 
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commander o r  somebody i n  a  Charl ie-Charl ie ,  o r  something, 
;ind t h a t  they were c a l l e d  be fo re  t h e  genera l  about t h i s .  Bu t  
I don ' t  know t h a t  they  were. I j u s t  remember hea r ing  something 
about it. ' 

Q Well, t h e r e  were some r e p o r t s  apparent ly  t h a t  t h e  
scout  s h i p  flown by M r .  THOMPSON had landed one o r  more times' 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March and had had some problems 
t h e r e  with some c i v i l i a n s ,  and maybe even one of t h e  gunships 
had Landed i n  t h e r e  a couple of t imes and picked up some c iv
i l i a n s  and moved them o u t .  Do you remember hea r ing  anything 
about t h a t ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q M r .  !THOMPSON i n  h i s  l i t t l e  scout  s h i p  picked up a 
wounded c h i l d ,  and moved t h a t  c h i l d  o u t ,  and took t h a t  c h i l d  
out  t o  a h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang Ngai City.  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  
anything about  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - B Company, t h e  "animals,  " I be l i eve  they  c a l l e d  
t h e i r  r i f l e  platoon over t h e r e ,  t h e  aero-scouts had landed 
on t o p  of H i l l  85 on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March and had rounded up 
some mortar rounds and blown them up. They had a l i t t l e  op
e r a t i o n  going on on H i l l  85. Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything 
about t h a t ?  

A .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  I do r e c a l l  them f i n d i n g  some 
ammunition o r  something and blowing it up. I know t h e r e  w a s  
q u i t e  a b i t  found i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q-. Being a i rborne?  

A. No. 

Q .  Orbi t?  

A. The reason I remember t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e  aero-scout 
platoon l e a d e r  and myself were good f r i e n d s .  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  hear ing  t h e  genera l ,  o r  Lieu
t e n a n t  WHITE, o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  a i d e ,  o r  any members of your 
crew t a l k i n g  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. No, s ir ,  not  an o f f i c i a l  i nves t iga t ion  o t h e r  than 
t h e  one p a r t i c u l a r  morning t h a t  we went down t h e r e ,  l i k e  I 
mentioned. Lieutenant WHITE s a i d  something about Colonel 
HOLLADAY and Major WATKE were supposed t o  be t h e r e ,  and t h e  
general  was going t o  r e l i e v e  some people o r  something. 

Q. Well, was i nves t iga t ion  mentioned? 

A. He may have s a i d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  but  a l l  I re 
member i s  him t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t he se  people were supposed t o  
meet t h e  general  t h e r e  and t h a t  some heads were going t o  
r o l l .  

Q - When d id  he t e l l  you t h i s ,  before  you l e f t  Chu Lai 
o r  a f t e r  you a r r ived  a t  Dot t ie?  

A. I be l i eve  it w a s  a f t e r  we a r r ived  a t  Dot t ie ,  sir.  

Q Well, you must have been shut  down when he t o l d  
you t h i s ,  and apparent ly  t h e  general  wasn ' t  around. Was 
he o r  wasn ' t  he? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  general  would not  have been around. 

Q - When would he have t o l d  you t h i s ,  while you were 
wai t ing  f o r  t h e  general  t o  come back? 

A. Q u i t e  poss ib ly ,  sir .  

Q That would have meant then t h a t  WHITE probably
stayed with  t h e  ship? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now as  you r e c o l l e c t  him t e l l i n g  you t h i s ,  were 
you j u s t  s i t t i n g  around wai t ing f o r  t h e  general  and was he 
t a l k i n g  t o  you such a s  t h i s ?  O r  how do you r e c a l l  t h e  c i r 
cumstances of him t e l l i n g  you t h i s ?  

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I j u s t  remember him t e l l i n g  
m e  t h i s ,  and I remember though d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
somebody t h a t  s tayed back behind with us a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  a t  
l e a s t  one person. 
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Q You don ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing anything about an inves 
t i g a t i o n  of any ' so r t  assoc ia ted  with any of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
around LZ Dot t ie ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  between, o r  because of t h e  
r epo r t  by members of t h e  123d Aviation Bat ta l ion?  Colonel 
HOLLADAY 's name? Major WATKE's name might have been men
t ioned.  M r .  THOMPSON'S name? 

A. No, s i r .  I don ' t  remember an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
any s o r t  u n t i l  t h e  My Lai i nc iden t  come up i n  t h e  news. 

Q. You don ' t  r e c a l l  General YOUNG eve r  mentioning i t ?  . 

A. Not t o  me, sir. 

Q. Overhear him mention it t o  anybody? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. Don't r e c a l l  him t a l k i n g  t o  anybody about t h a t  
c lose  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. (Following a b r i e f  pause) No, sir. 

Q. Why d id  you h e s i t a t e ?  

A. What's t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q. Why d id  you h e s i t a t e  on t h a t  answer. Were you 
t r y i n g  t o  th ink?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink ,  t o  place  it. I 
c a n ' t .  The genera l  very r a r e l y  ever  t a lked  t o  anybody ou ts ide  
t h e  crew o r  anything near  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Always some d i s t ance ,  huh? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you eve r  r e c a l l  ca r ry ing  Lieutenant  Colonel 
DIONNE wi th  you? Did you know Colonel DIONNE,  heavy s e t ?  

A. Was he t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e r ?  

(NEWELL) 40 APP T-381 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Q. Correct .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. We c a r r i e d  him s e v e r a l  t imes with us .  

' 	 9- I n  t h i s  t i m e  frame do you remember c a r r y i n g  him? 
 
The 15 th ,  1 6 t h ,  17 th ,  o r  18 th ,  any a s s o c i a t i o n  here?  
  

A. I c a n b t  p lace  it, sir. 

Q .  	  I would l i k e  t o  show you a photograph which i s  
(Exhibi t  P-1981, Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  people t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  General YOUNG, L ieutenant  WHITE, 
and I 'm no t  s u r e  of t h e  co lone l ,  s i r .  * ' 

Q- Lieutenant  WHITE? 

A. Wai'i; a minute. No, t h a t ' s  an MP. A t  a quick 
. 	 glance i-t looked s i m i l i a r  t o  Lieutenant  WHITE, b u t  i t ' s  an 

MP. I can s e e  it now, 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. That ' s  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q. Which pad? 

A. From the photograph it looks l i k e  it would be taken  
from t h e  downhill pad. 

Q- I show you photograph (Exhibi t  P-199). Can you 
i d e n t i f y  the people i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. General YOUNG, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of who it i s  h e ' s  
t a l k i n g  t o ,  sir. 

Q. That 's  Colonel BARKER. 

A. Colonel BARKER. Do you want t h e  person up t h e r e  
by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

Q. Yes. 

Q- That "s my-it looks l i k e  a doorgunner. I c a n ' t  
remember what h i s  name was. Real h e l p f u l  t o  you, I know. 
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Q .  Is t h a t  your s h i p ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  


Q- How do you recognize  t h i s  a s  your s h i p ?  


A. I recognize the doorgunner. 

Q. Is t h a t  s h i p  running o r  s h u t  down? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  i t ' s  running,  s i r ,  o r  it looks 
Like i t ' s  e i t h e r  j u s t  been s h u t  down, o r  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  up. 

Q Do you remember t h a t  scene o r  can you p lace  it a t  
any given t ime? 

A. No, sir.  


Q Do you e v e r  remember Chaplain LEWIS r i d i n g  wi th  you? 


A. L ieu tenant  c o l o n e l ,  s i r ?  


Q Y e s .  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. How about a day when both  Colonel DIONNE and Chap
l a i n  LEWIS were r i d i n g  w i t h  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q .  You c a n " t  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I can" recall a p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. Do you recall that t h i s  even t  e v e r  occurred? 

A. No, sir. I can r e c a l l  f l y i n g  w i t h  Colonel DIONNE, 
and I can r e c a l l  f l y i n g  w i t h  Colonel LEWIS with  u s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  both of them being t o g e t h e r .  

Q Can you a s s o c i a t e  t h e  day t h a t  t h i s  occur red  wi th  
t h e  day t h a t  you rode w i t h  h e r e ,  o r  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  or  
t h e  day a f t e r ?  

4 2  APP T-381 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A .  No, s i r .  The way I remember i t ,  t h e  general  and 
h i s  a ide  were t he  only one i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  poss ibly  t h e  day 
we o rb i t ed  t h a t .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph (Exhibi t  P-200). 

A. Can I see  t h a t  o the r  photograph t h a t  shows them 
t h e r e  by t h e  jeep ( ind i ca t ing  Exhibi t  P-199)? This one I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  (P-199) , but I vaguely remember, I be l i eve ,  t h i s  
p i c t u r e  when they had t h e  maps l a i d  ou t  on t h e  jeep and were 
s tudying them (P-200)  . 
Q Can you a s soc i a t e  t h a t  t o  t h e  day? 

A.  Not t o  a given day, s i r ,  but  it seems t o  me when 
they were studying t h a t  map l i k e  t h a t  we d id  f l y  o f f  and t o  
t h e  e a s t .  

Q- To t h e  e a s t ?  

A. By e a s t  I mean t o  t h e  coast .  We may have gone t o  
the  no r theas t  o r  the  sou theas t ,  but  I remember t h e  general  
s tudying t h e  map with t h e  colonel  and g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  a i r 
c r a f t ,  and I c a n ' t  remember whether he handed me h i s  map o r  
whether he j u s t  pointed out  t o  me where he wanted t o  go. 

Q And you d o n ' t  a s soc i a t e  i t  with t h i s  area?  

A .  Well, s i r ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  out  towards t h e  coas t .  
Now I c a n ' t  remember whether we went ou t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s  
a r ea  he re ,  whether it w a s  no r theas t  o r  sou theas t ,  but  it was 
out  towards t h e  coas t .  

Q- Why do you remember t h a t ?  

A.  J u s t  looking a t  t h e  photograph, s i r ,  I remember, 
I be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  general  gave me t h i s  map r i g h t  here  t o  
navigate  by back t o  where we wanted t o  go. 

Q. Do you remember was t h e r e  an opera t ion  going on? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I'm su re  t h e r e  was, otherwise we wouldn' t  
have gone out  t h e r e .  E i the r  t he re  was an opera t ion  going on 
o r  we went ou t  and reconned an a r ea  f o r  a probable opera t ion .  
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Q-	 Do you remember landing o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. 	 No, sir. 

Q. 	 Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything? 

A. 	 No, sir.  I j u s t  r e c a l l  t h e  event .  

Q. Any low-level work a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h a t ,  ge t 
t i n g  down low? 

A. No, s i r ,  un less  th is  was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  day t h a t  
I s a i d  I remembered t a k i n g  o f f  low l e v e l  f o r  some reason 
i n i t i a l l y .  But the way I remember, a f t e r  we took o f f  w e  d i d  
g e t  some a l t i t u d e .  

Q 	 Was the sh.ip running t h e r e ?  

A. 	 From t h e  p i c t u r e  I would say it was, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  doing anything wi th  Colonel DIONNE 
and Chaplain LEWIS? Did they want t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o r  do 3' 

cs 
you r e c a l l  them being i n  the sh ip?  	 iv 

A. No, sir,  no t  o t h e r  than j u s t  looking a t  t h e  p ic 
t u r e .  I couldn ' t  rememher t h e  people ,  b u t  I j u s t  remember r-
t h e  genera l  and somebody w i t h  the map l a i d  ou t  on t h e  hood of 
t h e  jeep. 

Q. 	 The hear ing  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1603 hours ,  19 February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1627 hours ,  19 February 
1970. ) 

I0: T h e  hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rder .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e sen t :  LTG 
PEERS, 	 MR MACCRATE, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

Lieutenant  NEWLL, I remind you. you remain under 
oa th .  
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10: Lieutenant  NEWELL, I i$ight i n d i c a t e  ahead of time 
t h a t  on my l e f t  here  i s  M r .  M A C C ~ T E .  M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l 
i a n  a t to rney  who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre- 
t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  assist i n  th$s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he a l s o  
provides l e g a l  counsel t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i o n  team. For t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks, we have had no t  
only t h i s  group, bu t  o t h e r  groups t a k i n g  testimony from q u i t e  
a l a r g e  number of ind iv idua l s  such as  y o u r s e l f .  When we 
complete a l l  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  we w i l l  have a t a s k  of 
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence,  and de te r -  
mining t h e  f indings  and recommendations. I understand t h a t  
Colonel PATTERSON has a l ready gone over  wi th  you t h e  per iod  
t h a t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ,genera l ly  from about t h e  middle of 
March through t h e  next  5 o r  6 days? 

A. Yes , .  sir. 

a. To review t h e s e ,  as I would.understand them, you
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  being i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  o r  t h e  D o t t i e  a r e a  
during t h e  16th ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e s  themselves,  s ir .  I do 
r e c a l l  d i f f e r e n t  ins t ances  such as  I mentioned t o  Colonel 
PATTERSON e a r l i e r  of c i r c l i n g  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t h a t  
was a l l  burned o f f  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  he had placed i n  
t h i s  time zone f o r  me. 

Q e  
  Well, as I r e c a l l ,  you d i d  go down t o  t h e  change 
of command ceremony between General LIPSCOMB and Colonel 
HENDERSON on t h e  1 5 t h  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Is t h a t  a l l  t h e  f l y i n g  you d i d  t h a t  day o t h e r  than  
maybe a couple of l i t t l e  s i d e  t r i p s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* I would l i k e  t o  hear  of your f l i g h t  over  t h i s  
c o a s t a l  a r e a ,  t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  which you could have 
done anytime i n  t h i s  time period.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about when we c i r c l e d  t h e  burned a r e a ?  
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Q That 's  c o r r e c t .  

P-168.) 
(Witness is  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  Exhib i t  

A .  Generally on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day t h a t  I remember 
it seemed l i k e  t h i s  a r e a  was r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  and I c a n ' t  re
member i f  it was a l l  t h e  a rea  t h a t  was burned of f o r  j u s t  one 
por t ion ,  b u t  I remember t h a t  our p a t h  was something l i k e  t h i s ,  
f l y i n g  clockwise something l i k e  - t h i s  s o  t h a t  t h e  genera l  could 
look o u t  t h e  r i g h t  door because he always flew i n  t h e  r i g h t  
s e a t .  

Q So were you o u t  over  t h e  ocean p a r t  of t h e  time? 

A. I ' m  not  s u r e ,  s i r ,  whether we got  a c t u a l l y  ou t  over  
t h e  ocean o r  whether w e  j u s t  hugged t h e  s h o r e l i n e  he re ,  b u t  
our  p a t t e r n  genera l ly  looked something l i k e  t h i s ,  and a s  I 
remember we o r b i t e d  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  sometime. Now time-wise 
i t ' s  a t  l e a s t  30 minutes t o  a s  much a s  maybe 2 hours o r  
more. I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  it was l a t e r  on i n  t h e  af te rnoon 
and t h a t  a f t e r  we broke o f f  from t h i s  t h a t  we d i d  go back t o  
Chu Lai t o  t h e  V I P  pad. 

Q Now we know that t h e  v i l l a g e s  along i n  he re  l i k e  
so--this being t h e  a r e a  of t h e  br idge  along i n  h e r e  and spread 
down he re .  Here 's  H i l l  85 and some o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  along i n  
here .  Is t h a t  t h e  genera l  a r e a  t h a t  you were f l y i n g  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day? And where d i d  you s e e  t h e  smoke? Were they  
burning o r  you say they were j u s t  burned o u t ?  This  a r e a  had 
been destroyed f o r  s o  much of t h e  t i m e .  

A .  W e l l ,  now t h i s  wasn't  l i k e  where we s h e l l e d  it 
maybe o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e s  have been 
burned down. This was, it seemed t o  me--now I c a n ' t  re 
member whether it w a s  s t i l l  flaming o r  whether it w a s  a f t e r  
it had burned o f f ,  and maybe t h e r e  was s t i l l  some smoke 
hanging t h e r e .  But it seems t o  me t h a t  it was a l l  black i n  
he re ,  no t  j u s t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e  whole genera l  a rea .  To 
expla in  it maybe a l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  something l i k e  you might 
see  a f o r e s t  f i r e  has  burned o f f  o r  something. 

Q Yes. 

A .  I n  o t h e r  words, b u r n t  vege ta t ion  ana everyth ing .  
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Q Was he t a l k i n g  t o  anybody on t h e  ground? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir, because h e ' d  have been t a l k i n g  
on h i s  Fox-Mike r a d i o s  i n  t h e  conso le ,  and a s  a normal r u l e ,  
I d i d n ' t  monitor  t hose  t oo  much, because I monitored t h e  
intercom on t h e  console  i n  case he  wanted t o  t a l k  t o  me, p lus  
my s h i p s  intercom f o r  my crew, p l u s  our  UHF which was u sua l l y  
on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  con t ro l  frequency,  and then our  Fox-Mikes on 
t h e  s h i p s  r a d i o  whichever. I c a n ' t  remember what w e  u sua l l y  
had it tuned i n t o .  

Q. Do you have any i d e a  what u n i t  w a s  on t h e  ground 
down t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? Did you see any t r oops  on t h e  ground? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember s ee ing  any t r oops ,  sir .  I c a n ' t  
remer&er now whether t h e r e  was o r  whether I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e 
member s ee ing  them o r  what. A l l  I can remember i s  t h a t  w e  
d i d  circle t h i s  a r e a ,  and it was burned o f f .  T h a t ' s  why I 
remember it. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember i f  anyone was f l y i n g  wi th  Gen
e r a l  YOUNG t h a t  day? 

A.  No, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  j u s t  t h e  a i d e ,  and him, 
and my c r e w .  

I0 : Did he  mention a t  t h a t  t i m e  about anybody being i n  
t r o u b l e  about  t h i s  burning down t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Was Lieutenant  WHITE wi th  him, do you recall? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he w a s ,  sir. 

Q. And you o r b i t e d  up t h e r e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  30 minutes? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I n  30 minutes you can cover t h a t  a r e a  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  
can 't you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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9. W e l l ,  you see looking a t  t h i s  map (Exhibf t P-168) , 
t h i s  blowup, you'can see t h e  p ro j ec t i on  of water  down h e r e ,  
and you can see t h e  s t ream running through he re .  So it  s o r t  
of separates-- this  is  a s e p a r a t e  p iece  of l and  and ano ther  
v a l l e y  s o r t  of coming i n  through h e r e ,  you see?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Can you f i x  t h e  t i m e  any c l o s e r  than t h a t ?  

A. No, sir, I j u s t  remember c i r c l i n g  it, because w e  
d i d  c i r c l e  it f o r  a q u i t e  a pe r iod  of t i m e ,  and it was a l l  
burned o u t ,  and t h a t  was t h e  reason t h a t  w e  w e r e  c i r c l i n g ,  
because somebody had gone through and set  f i r e .  NOW, by 
somebody I mean some of our t roops .  

Q. You go t  t h a t  impression? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e l l ,  either our t roops  had set  f i r e  
o r  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. What you were see ing ,  was it g ra s s  f i r e s ,  o r  was 
i t  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  what? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I go t  t h e  impression t h a t  it w a s  more 
o r  less--well, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  exp l a in  i t - - l i k e  a f i r e  t h a t  
got  ou t  of c o n t r o l  o r  something. Like I s a i d ,  t o  m e  it seemed 
l i k e  it was a l l  burned o f f ,  no t  j u s t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e r e  
t h e r e ,  bu t  every th ing ,  trees, vege t a t i on ,  every th ing .  

MR MACCRATE: About what a l t i t u d e  were you f l y i n g ?  

A. Between 1,500 t o  2,000, I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  because 
normally anytime w e  got  o u t  away from Highway 1, ou t  i n  t h i s  
genera l  area t h a t  w a s  unsecure,  w e  u sua l l y  f lew a t  l e a s t  1,500 
f e e t  above t h e  ground. 

I 0 : Out of t h e  range of smal l  arms? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Do you know Colonel TREXLER, t h e  G2 of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  bu t  I c a n D tremember 
what he looks  l i k e .  
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Q • I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  he happened t o  be p resen t  
wi th  you on t h i s  day t h c t  you might r e c a l l .  

A. A l l  I can remember, sir ,  i s  t h e  genera l  and h i s  
a ide .  

Q. Yes. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember having anybody e l s e  on board. 

Q We understand t h a t  a t  one t ime you took General 
YOUNG down f o r  a meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  i n  our  t ime frame. This  
would have been on about t h e  18th .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Now, is this-. 

Q =  ( In terpos ing)  General YOUNG meeting w i t h  Colonel 
HENDERSON and Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And Major WATKE and Colonel BARKER a l l  g e t t i n g  to 
g e t h e r  t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You probably s t ayed  o u t  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What can you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  

A. A s  I remember, we took o f f - - i t  w a s  f a i r l y  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning. Now by e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, sometime between 
8 t o  10 o'clock. Colonel PATTERSON a l ready  t o l d  me it was 9 :30 
o r  the reabou t s ,  I b.el ieve. 
LTC PATTERSON: 9:05. 

A. 9 :05 ,  w e l l  9 something. But as I remerrber, we 
flew down t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  genera l  d i d  much 
t a l k i n g  going down t h e r e .  And Lieutenant  WHITE, e i t h e r  p r i o r  
t o  going down t h e r e  o r  a f t e r  we got  down there--I  b e l i e v e  it 
w a s  a f t e r  we go t  down there--.told me t h a t  t h e  genera l  was 
meeting Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE down t h e r e ,  and t h a t  
heads were going t o  r o l l ,  t h a t  he w a s  going t o  r e l i e v e  some
body of t h e i r  command because of something t h a t  happened. 
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Q Did he i n d i c a t e  whose heads were going t o  r o l l ?  

A. No, s i p .  

Q. I mean d i d  you g e t  an impression? 

A. I had t h e  impression from what he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
way he t a l k e d  t h a t  he was meeting Colonel HOLLADAY and Major 
WATKE t h a t  maybe it was Colcnel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE!. 

& Did he i h d i c a t ~what o t h e r  people were going t o  
be t h e r e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  he a l s o  s a i d  t h e  company cofnmandef df 
t h e  1 7 4 t h b  

Q D o  yoti Mow t h e  company commander of t h e  l74kh? 

A. I donl*t  know him, s ir .  I d o n ' t  even b e l i e v e  I've 
ever  heard t h e  name& 

Q. Can you b r i n g  up dnything e l s e  t h a t  might have 
been menkioned By hleutknafik WHITE dur ing  t h a t  d iscusdion?  

A. No, S i r i  All $ Can remember about it i s  sofiething 
about something that happerled. I c a n t t  Yemember e x a c t l y  what 
it was t h a t  he said happened o r  i f  he s a i d  anything happened. 

Q- Did he mention ahything about a warrant  o f f i @ e r ,  
one of t h e  p i l o t s ,  having Peported something? 

A.  No, s i r ,  a t  l e a s t  no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. How long t h a t  morning do yod t h i n k  you s tayQd on 
t h e  ground t h e r e ?  

A. I t  seemed t o  m e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w e  were on t h e  ground 
q u i t e  some kimk i 

Q. Whatks q u i t e  some time? 
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A. The way I remember i t ,  I th ink- - I  thought  w e  se t  
t h e r e  f o r  about  an hour  o r  two w a i t i n g  on t h e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  
morning. 

Q What d i d  w e  have by t h e  l og?  

LTC PATTERSON: H e  l e f t  about  9 :  30.  H e  w a s  t h e r e  about  20 
minutes .  

Q. Did L ieu tenan t  WHITE accompany him o r  d i d  he s t a y  
a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i th  you? 

A. I t h i n k  he s t a y e d  a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  sir.  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e ,  b u t  I know t h a t  somebody remained a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  
us ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  was General  YOUNG'S o r d e r l y ,  Sergeant  
SMITH, who f l ew  down t h e r e  w i th  u s  t h a t  morning. I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  h e  dj.d. I can remember some
body remaining beh ind  a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  u s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  i t  w a s  L i eu t enan t  WHITE o r  n o t .  

Q. Do you remember General  YOUNG when h e  came back? 
Was h e  p e r t u r b e d  about  something? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q *  You d o n ' t  remember any th ing  about  it a t  a l l ?  

A. A s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e  when he f i r s t  came back from a 
meet ing,  u s u a l l y  a l l  he  would s a y  i s  where w e  ' r e  going n e x t .  
Then maybe anywhere from 1 5  minutes t o  a h a l f  hour  l a t e r  
h e  might  s t a r t  up a conve r sa t ion .  But g e n e r a l l y  he would 
j u s t  come back and t e l l  us  where w e ' r e  going.  

Q Did General  YOUNG go down t o  Quang Ngai very  o f t e n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q Where d i d  you l a n d  t h e r e ?  

A. I n  t h e  s o c c e r  f i e l d  u s u a l l y ,  sir.  

Q Soccer  f i e l d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q And d i d  people come o u t  t o  meet him o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q. Did yo& ever  go i n t o  t h e  Tropo Pad? 

A .  Yes, 9ir. T h a t ' s  t h e  l i t t l e  pad? 

Q =  Yes, r i g h t  along s i d e  t h e  MACV compound t h e r e .  B u t  
i f  your going t o  go t o  province headquar ters ,  you land a t  t h e  
soccer  f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  g f r .  

Q HOW o f t e a  do you t h i n k  you went t h e r e ?  

A. Usually w e  go t  down t h e r e ,  I ' d  say ,  a t  l e a s t  once 
o r  twice a week, s i r ,  

Q That  o f t&?  Do you remember going down t h e r e  very 
o f t e n  during about t h e  middle of Apr i l ?  

A .  I c a n F t  i-emember going anymore t h e n ,  than  aliy o t h e r  
time. 

MR MACCRATE: Do yob a s s o c i a t e  any of those  V i s i t s  With arly 
p a r t i c u l a r  people t h a t  niay have been t r a v e l i n g  with Gehefal 
~ O U N Go r  t h a t  you happen t o  s e e  him wikh down t h e r e ?  1 rea 
l i z e  you would s t a y  o u t  a t  t h e  plane.  

A. DO you mean i s  t h e r e  one p a r t i c u l a r  person t h a t  he 
met, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  that you were aware o f ?  

A. Yes, s i r i  Usually when he went down t h e r e ,  he 
went down t o  see--I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. He's a co lonel .  
I t  was e i t h e r  an American colonel  o r  t h e  Vietnamese col6nel  
t h a t  was i n  charge of t h e  Quang Ngai Province,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t  genera l  a rea .  

Q There was one of each a c t u a l l y .  There was t h e  
Vietnamese l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  and h i s  coun te rpa r t ,  a lieu
t e n a n t  co lonel .  Da you rertlember t a k i n g  them up t o  Chu L a i  
any t ime? 
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A. I vaguely remember one t ime be ing  a t  a meeting a t  
t h e  America1 headquar te is  t h a t  we took them, went down, and 
picked them up, and brought them up t h e r e .  

Q. Can you f i x  t h a t  i n  t ime? 

A. .NO,  s ir .  I can j u s t  vaguely remember t h a t  I thought 
it kind  of odd a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  they were having a meeting 
t h e r e ,  and t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I can remember eve r  
going down, and p icking  up t h e  Vietnamese c o l o n e l ,  and br ing 
ing  h i n  up t h e r e  f o r  a meeting a t  t h e  headquar ters .  

COL PATTERSON: What about i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  end of your 
t o u r ,  Lieutenant  NEWELL? Was th i s  toward t h e  end of your 
t o u r  o r  e a r l i e r  when you s t a r t e d  t o  f l y  General YOUNG? 

A. Be towards th.e end of my t o u r ,  s i r .  

Q You s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  i n  February? 

A. Novemember , sir .  

Q. For General YOUNG? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you flew him u n t i l  8 June? 

A. No, s ir .  I flew him u n t i l  t h e  end of May. 

I 0  : Well, f r a n k l y ,  province d i d  n o t  have a h e l i c o p t e r  
assigned t o  it. So I t h i n k  i t V sunderstandable how you might 
have t o  go down and g e t  them. They probably had some choppers 
assigned t o  them p e r i o d i c a l l y .  It wouldn ' t  be unusual,  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  i f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  General YOUNG wanted 
t o  s e e  somebody, t o  send you on down t o  p ick  them up. 

A. Yes, sir. But what I meant was unusual was t h a t  
it was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I ever  d i d  t h i s ,  t a k i n g  t h e  Viet 
namese colonel  t o  t h e  headquar ters .  
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Q. What was t h e  occasion f o r  him going t h e r e ?  Was 
t h e r e  a f a rewel l  p a r t y  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s  going on t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  A l l  I can remember i s  t h a t  
we dropped him off  a t  t h e  V I P  pad. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  province c h i e f ,  Colonel 
K H I E N ,  K-H-I-E-N? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Was the i n d i v i d u a l  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  on t h e  U.S. 
s i d e  G U I N N ,  Colonel GUINN? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you remember anything s p e c i a l  concerning t h e i r  
d i scuss ion  o r  anything t h a t  s t i c k s  out  i n  your mind? 

A .  No, s i r .  About t h i s  per iod  of time--now I ' m  re
f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t ,  t h e  las t  couple of  months t h a t  I 
flew t h e  general--he s t a r t e d  using h i s  intercom more on p r i 
v a t e .  Where he used t o  always t a l k  on intercom, he s t a r t e d  
going t o  p r i v a t e  t o  t a l k  t o  some of t h e  people he had f l y 
ing  with him. Now I d o n ' t  know t h a t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime 
t h a t  they were on p r i v a t e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any conver 
s a t i o n s .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  regarding  t h i s  a r e a  
down i n  h e r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  out  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  e a s t e r n  
p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t h a t  s t i c k s  ou t  i n  your mind, whe
t h e r  you saw it o r  whether you heard about it, pr imar i ly  wi th  
r e l a t i o n  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Well, s i r ,  here  I ' m  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e - - I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  draw back i n  my memory t o  try t o  remember what I a c t u a l l y  
heard o r  saw a t  t h e  t ime and what I have seen and heard on 
t h e  news s i n c e  then.  The only o t h e r  t h i n g  I can t h i n k  of  
o t h e r  than t h e  day t h a t  we d id  c i r c l e  t h e  a r e a  i s  t h e  in 
c iden t  which I b e l i e v e  was supposed t o  be somewhere down 
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  I was t e l l i n g  Colonel PATTERSON about 
e a r l i e r .  There w a s  a rumor going around--something t d  do 
with our gunships r e f u s i n g  a d i r e c t  command from e i t h e r  
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ground t r o o p s ,  o r  a C&C sh ip ,  o r  something, I b e l i e v e ,  t o  go 
i n  and shoot  up a vi l las .e  o r  shoot  something. Something i n  
t h i s  l i n e  anyway. And t h a t  they were c a l l e d  on t h e  c a r p e t  
before  General KOSTER about it. This i s  j u s t  something I 
remember. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  much about it. I t  was more 
o r  l e s s  a rumor. 

Q. Did you hear  of a p o s s i b l e  conf ron ta t ion  t h a t  took 
p lace  between p a r t  of your 123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n  and Task 
Force Barker i n  about th.e middle of March, up t o  t h e  po in t  
where .perhaps weapons of one s i d e  were t r a i n e d  on t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Did you ever  hear  of a  p i l o t  r e p o r t i n g  some unneces- 
s a r y  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants down t h e r e  one 
day? 

A. I don ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  s i r .  Now here  I ' m  g e t t i n g  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  where I d o n t t  know i f  I remember it or-

MR MACCRATE: ( In terpos ing)  Do you ever  r e c a l l  a s t o r y  about 
gunships landing  where they s h o u l d n ' t  be landing? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  o t h e r  than  sometime, I d o n ' t  know 
when, bu t  somewhere--.I don ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t h i s  g'eneral a r e a  
o r  j u s t  nor th  of t h i s  r i v e r  up h e r e ,  t h e  Diem Diem, t h a t  
Major WATKE was--I be l i eve  it was Major WATKE--was shot  down. 

Q. That was around t h e  17 th  of  Apr i l  t o  h e l p  you f i x  
t imes.  We understand he was s h o t  down on t h e  1 7 t h  of Apr i l .  

10: And t h a t  was over northwest q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
t oo .  Well, d i d  you hear  t h a t  one o r  more gunships landed 
t o  evacuate some c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  hea r  anything about t h a t .  Did you ever  
hear  of one of t h e  aero-scout sh ips  landing  and p icking  up a  
wounded Vietnamese boy and f l y i n g  him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. No, sir. 
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a .  N e v e ~heard  that ,  W e l l ,  L i eu tenan t  NEWELL, w e  ' re 
very a p p r e c i a t i v e  of you cqming i n  and adding t o  t h e  s t o r e  
of in format ion  t h a t  w e  have. And although what you a r e  t e l l 
i n g  us may seem qomewhat i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  you, i t ' s  b i t s  and 
p ieces  such a s  t h i s  t h a t  we are t a k i n g  t o  pu t  t h i s  s t o r y  t o 
g e t h e r ,  and w e  qFe a p p r e c i a t i v e .  I might say  t h a t  i f  you 
would l i k e  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s ,  I t d  be happy t o  t r y  t6 re= 
spond t o  you, QT i f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  make a s t a t emen t  fa^ t h e  
r eco rd ,  I ' d  be  very happy t o  l e t  you e n t e r  one a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A .  I ' m  j p s t  g l ad  t o  he  of h e l p ,  s i r .  I ' m  s o r r y  I 
c a n ' t  remember a ~ ymore, b u t  it ' s  been 2 y e a r s ,  and w e '  d i d  
an awful l o t  of f l y i n g  around. 

Q I know what you mean. W e l l ,  I would l i k e  $@ aga in
cau t ion  you, you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your test imony 
he re  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may have atready 
appeared and o t h e ~ swho may p o s s i b l y  appear he re .  Yqq may
by chance be c a l J e d  b e f o r e  one t h e  congress iona l  cqmmittees. 
More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it would probably be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i q n  
subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Serv ices  Committee. I n  t h e  
even t  you are reques ted  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e r e ,  your tes t imqpy 
h e r e  would i n  no way prevent  you from t e s t i f y i n g  o r  agpear ing 
be fo re  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  body OF any q t h e r  competent l e b i s 
l a t i v e  body. 

The hea r ing  y i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

[The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1652 hours ,  19 F e b ~ u a r y  
1970.1 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RECTOR, Zane Kyle MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 8  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Div i s ion  
Avia t ion  O f f i c e r ,  America1 Div i s ion  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The d u t i e s  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  on 29 January  
1968 and was assigned'  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r ,  working i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 3 ) .  I n  mid-May he was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  and worked i n  t h e  S3 shop (pg. 3 ) .  
A s  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  he was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  a v i a t i o n  requi rements  and f o r  b r i e f i n g  
General  KOSTER and t h e  two A D C ' s  eve ry  evening a t  1700 hours 
(pg. 4 ) .  This  was fol lowed by a b r i e f i n g  i n  General  KOSTER's 
o f f i c e  on t h e  a v i a t i o n  requi rements  t h a t  had been communicated 
from t h e  b r i g a d e s  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  General  KOSTER would then  
d e c i d e  where t h e  a s s e t s  were t o  be  a l l o c a t e d  (pg .  4 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  had j u s t  
been formed, having been t aken  away from t h e  1 4 t h  Avia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  H e  worked more wi th  t h e  1 4 t h  att tali on, 
which was p a r t  o f  t h e  16 th  Group, 1st via ti on Br igade ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  123d (pg.  7) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he 
mainta ined h i s  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r e a ,  n o t  
down w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  a l though he was a s s i g n e d  t o  i t  
(pg.  7) 

b .  Reports  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s .  

A l l  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  t h a t  were e i t h e r  a t t a c h e d  o r  
o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  made a d a i l y  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  l i s t i n g  
a l l  o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  a s s e t s  and s t i p u l a t i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
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a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  fo l lowing day (pg.  11). Those p r o j e c t i o n s  
were used t o  p l a n  assignment  o f  a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
b r i g a d e s  and t o  s p e c i a l  miss ions .  They w e r e  marked on t h e  
board i n  crayon and b r i e f e d  t o  General  KOSTER i n  h i s  o f f i c e  
fo l lowing  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 11). The g e n e r a l  would 
approve o r  change t h e  a l l o c a t i o n s  based on what h i s  G3 
adv i sed  (pg. 11). The 1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  was n o t  o r g a n i c  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  would submit  p r o j e c t i o n s  broken down by 
company (pg. 11). The r e p o r t s  from b o t h  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s  
were v e r b a l ,  s o  t h e r e  w e r e  no r e c o r d s  k e p t  of  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  
s t a t u s  o r  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  s t a t u s  (pg.  1 2 ) .  The l o g  o f  a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  each day was k e p t  i n  t h e  DAO shop on r e g u l a r  
s t a f f  j o u r n a l  forms (pgs .  1 2 ,  13)  . This  was f i l e d  by 
Sergean t  G I N N ,  and when no l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  was p u t  i n t o  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f i l e s  (pg.  1 3 ) .  These r e c o r d s  w e r e  n o t  
r e t i r e d  o r  d i sposed  o f  whi le  he was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  
cont inued w i t h  t h e  same procedure  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  aero-
s c o u t  u n i t  would s t a t e  what t h e y  had done and what problems 0 
they  had encountered  t h a t  day. This  was a d a i l y  r e p o r t  a 
given t o  t h e  G3 o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  SITREP. A copy 0 
should  have been k e p t  a t  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  (pg.  2 9 ) .  
I t  was n o t  a form b u t  was typed on a s h e e t  o f  paper  by 
Capta in  MOE, t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  I t  was t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  F 
o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC because t h e  ae ro - scou t s  
worked f o r  him and n o t  under t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 29) . 

c.  U s e  o f  a i r c r a f t  from o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s .  

The w i t n e s s  was shown E x h i b i t  R-3, t h e  Dai ly  OPREP-5 
f o r  t h e  1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  174 th ,  
d a t e d  16 March (pg. 1 8 ) .  From it he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
12 s l i c k s  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready and t h r e e  gunships .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  miss ions  w e r e  o v e r  12 hour p e r i o d s  and a s s e t s  were 
moved from one a r e a  t o  a n o t h e r .  Th i s  would e x p l a i n  t h e  h igh  
f i g u r e s ,  a l though they  would n o t  a l l  be  used a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  The 1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  had a  p o l i c y  o f  
us ing  two gunships a s  a team (pgs .  20, 21) , and t h e s e  would 
s u p p o r t  a l i f t  o f  n i n e  s l i c k s .  I f  a s s e t s  were a v a i l a b l e  
a n o t h e r  team cou ld  be  used (pg.  2 1 ) .  These a s s e t s  cou ld  come 
from e i t h e r  t h e  176th  o r  7 1 s t  (pg.  2 1 ) .  This  c r o s s - r e i n f o r c i n g  
was accomplished on a  f a i r l y  r o u t i n e  b a s i s  and was o p e r a t i o n a l l y  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  (pg.  21) . A d e c i s i o n  would be  made by t h e  1 4 t h  
Avia t ion  B a t t a l l o n  t o  p u l l  guns o f f  a  miss ion  o r  t o  use  
a s s e t s  t h a t  came up d u r i n g  t h e  day (pg.  22) . A l l  o f  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  would be under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e  
of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  combat a s s a u l t  and h e ,  i n  t u r n ,  would be  
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responsive t o  t h e  ground mission commander (pg. 22) . The 
witness  s t a t e d  t h e  14th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n  would be t h e  
source of informat ion on which a i r c r a f t  phys ica l ly  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a given combat o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 8 ) .  The 
witness  was shown a  number of e x h i b i t s  (See Exhib i t  i n f r a )  
and i d e n t i f i e d  R a t t l e r s  and Dolphins from t h e  photographs 
(pgs.  22-26) . 
2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h e  enemy body count,  t he  f i g u r e s ,  
bu t  d i d  no t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  (pg. 5 ) .  He 
d i d  no t  r e c o l l e c t  a d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  TOC over t h e  r e f u s a l  
of  p i l o t s  from t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n  t o  f l y  because of 
ground a c t i v i t i e s  (pg. 9 ) .  The witness  was no t  aware of a 
meeting between Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY, 1 6  March 
(pg. 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e  aero-scouts were d i r e c t l y  under 
Colonel HOLLADAY and worked on a d i r e c t  mission b a s i s  from 
t h e  G3. Colonel HOLLADAY d i d  no t  keep the  wi tness  informed 
a s  t o  what was going on i n  t he  b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 6 )  . The 
witness  was n o t  informed t h a t  Major WATKE had been contacted 
by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON who complained about t he  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  My Lai (pg. 6) . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  P r i o r  t o  appearing before  t h e  board,  t h e  wi tness  
spoke with  Major KEATING who was t h e  maintenance o f f i c e r  
f o r  t h e  123d Aviation Ba t t a l i on .  This was the  f i r s t  time the  
wi tness  l ea rned  t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had mentioned 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  Major KEATING (pgs.  3, 6 ) .  

b .  The witness  r e c o l l e c t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  
sp r ing  of 1968 regarding an M-79 grenade launcher being 
f i r e d  by a member of  an a v i a t i o n  company on a  boa t .  He d i d  
no t  r e c o l l e c t  who conducted t h e  i n v e ~ t i g a t i o n ~ b u t  s t a t e d  
he saw some correspondence on it from t h e  ch i e f  of s t a f f  
(pg. 1 0 )  . He s t a t e d  most of t h e  paperwork was handled a t  
t h e  123d Aviation Bat ta l ion ,and  he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
Colonel HOLLADAY was designated as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He was no t  informed whether t h e r e  was a 
d i v i s i o n  o rde r  appoint ing a  formal inves t iga t ion ,  nor was 
he c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 11). 

c .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  when he f i r s t  became 
aware of t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  newspapers, he could understand 
how t h e  i n c i d e n t  could e a s i l y  have happened (pg. 30) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  by which he meant 
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black  pajama-clad Vietnamese Na t iona l s  t h a t  r a n  when t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  approached (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  c i t e d  an i n c i d e n t  o f  a 
woman be ing  s h o t  a s  s h e  r a n  from t h e  wa te r  (pg.  3 4 ) .  and 
ano the r  i n c i d e n t  where pajama-clad m a l e s ' f l e d  from p i l o t s  
and were k i l l e d  (pg.  3 4 ) .  Both i n c i d e n t s  were r e p o r t e d ,  
and he was n o t  aware o f  a requi rement  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  were i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  had 
been run ,  c i t i n g  a n o t h e r  example where they  t r i e d  t o  
l o c a t e  an i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  a r e d  helmet  i n  t h e  u n i t  who 
supposedly s h o t  up some sampans (pg.  3 5 ) .  He knew no th ing  
about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  
(pgs .  3 5 ,  3 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


P-11 

P-12 

P-29C 

P-65 

R- 3 

MAP-1 

DESCRIPTION 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Color  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

NOTES 
' w i t  s t a t e d  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  was n o t  
a medevac because '  
o f  t h e  door  gun. 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
a 14th A v i a t i o n  
B a t t a l i o n  c r a f t  
because  o f  t h e  
crew c h i e f ' s  
p a t c h .  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a 

P h o w ~ a t t l e rh e l i c o p t e r  
from t h e  7 1 s t  

. 

A v i a t i o n  att tali on.. 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a 
Dolphin as l e a d  
a i r c r a t t  and a 
R a t t l e r  a s  second.  

PAGES 

25,26 

26 

22 ,23  

23 

16 

5 

OPREP5 t o r  1 4 t h  A v i a t i o n  
B a t t a l i o n  (16 Mar) Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  

U s e d  t o  o r i e n t  
Wall  map t h e  w i t n e s s .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1835 hours ,  28 January 
1970.) 
 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons are present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  witness  i s  Major Z .  Kyle RECTOR. 

(MAJ RECTOR was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  
sworn, and he t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

RCDR : Major RECTOR, f o r  the  record  would you p lease  
state your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, 
o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n .  

A. The name i s  Zane Kyle E C T O R ,  major, S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number ROTC I n s t r u c t o r  Group, Old 
Dominion University, NorZolk, Vi rg in ia .  

10: Major RECTOR, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, s i r  I have. 

Q. Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir, I do not .  

Q. On my l e f t  here  is M r .  Robert MACCRATE. M r .  
MACCRATE is  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  who has volunteered  h i s  
se rv ices  t o  Secre tary  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  inqui ry  
and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  to  m e  and o t h e r  members 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team. On my r i g h t  here  is  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG, an Army colonel  designated by the  O f f i c e  
of t h e  Chief of S ta f f  as an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  
Aside from myself ,  both M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel ARMSTRONG 
may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  af ternoon o r  t h i s  even
i n g  as t h e  case may be. W e  have o t h e r  groups such as  
t h i s  who are t a k i n g  testimony from o t h e r  ind iv idua l s .  Of 
course I w i l l  have the  job u l t ima te ly  of p u t t i n g  toge the r  
a r e p o r t ,  weighing the  evidence and determining t h e  f ind 
i n g s  and recommendations. 
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A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your tes t imony h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  i n d i v i 
d u a l s  who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i nqu i ry  as w i t n e s s e s ,  
excep t  a s  may be necessary  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a compe
t e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I 
would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  l a t t e r  one f o r  you. There i s  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be r eques t ed  t o  appear  b e f o r e  
one of t h e  congres s iona l  committees o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  I 
t h i n k  it might be conce ivab le  t h a t  you would be c a l l e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed 
Se rv i ces  Committee. I n  which e v e n t  i f  you w e r e ,  your 
tes t imony and your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way pre
c lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
Now do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on anyth ing  I have covered 
s o  f a r ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
v. Cal lev .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q I f  you were, you 'd  know. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q I see no r ea son  why you should be ,  b u t  i n  
the e v e n t  you are, I simply want t o  say your appearance 
and tes t imony h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  
e f f e c t  of t h e s e  o r d e r s  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  any 
o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by t h a t  judge o r  any o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  judge 
invo lv ing  any of t h e  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l  ca se s  r evo lv ing  
around t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Major, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty  
assignment w a s  w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  i n  the s p r i n g  
of 1 9 6 8 ,  i n d i c a t i n g  when you joined it and any change i n  
assignment you may have had,  and when you t e rmina t ed  your 
s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
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A. I a r r i v e d  in t he  d i v i s i o n  approximately 
29 January,  and I was assigned as a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and worked i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC. I n  
t h e  middle of May, I do no t  r e c a l l  t h e  exact  d a t e ,  I 
was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  and worked 
i n  the  S3 shop, and l a t e r  became the  S3 of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. You ' r e  t a l k i n g  about the  123d? 

A .  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  I departed Vietnam 
i n  the  middle of January 1969 having served '  12 months. 

Q So you were a s s i s t a n t  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  then 
you were S3 of the  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q S ince  the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 
became a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, about 4 o r  5 months 
ago toward t h e  end of September, e a r l y  October 1969, 
have you had any conversat ions with anybody from t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  concerning any of the  
events  t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai  o r  concern
i n g  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of i t ?  

A. I t a l k e d  very b r i e f l y  a t  F o r t  E u s t i s  , Virg in ia ,  
i n  December of 1969 with a Major KEATING, who was t h e  
maintainence o f f i c e r  f o r  the  123d. He asked me i f  I 
knew anything about it and I s a i d ,  no. Then Major 
KEATING sa id ,something  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON had mentioned the  i n c i d e n t  t o  him and t h a t  he 
had knowledge of the  inc iden t .  Other than  t h a t  con tac t ,  
I have n o t  d iscussed  it with anyone. 

Q. I t  might be h e l p f u l  t o  us f o r  you t o  descr ibe  
your d u t i e s  a s  the  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  
because I know t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY as  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and a l s o  the  b a t t a l i o n  commander had 
t o  be out  running h i s  o u t f i t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  t ime, 
which l e f t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  burden t o  you. Would 
you desc r ibe  your funct ions?  
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A. A s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  ' 

I w a s  r e spons ib le  f o r  coordinat iong t h e  a v i a t i o n  re
quirements,  both t ak ing  the  requirements and see ing  
t h a t  t h e  requirements were met. I ac ted  i n  behalf  of 
Colonel HOLLADAY, as you s o  s t a t e d ,  a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  
The job r e a l l y  b o i l e d  down t o  b r i e f i n g  General KOSTER 
and two a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders every evening 
a t  approximately 1700 hours ,  followed by a b r i e f i n g  
i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e  on a v i a t i o n  requirements 
t h a t  had been communicated from the brigades t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  General KOSTER then  made t h e  dec i s ions  to 
where the a s s e t s  w e r e  a l l o c a t e d ,  and we implemented 
his i n s t r u c t i o n s .  General KOSTER k e p t  very c l o s e  
count  of each h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  was i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
and made c e r t a i n  that he personal ly  a l l o c a t e d  t h e  assets. 
I implemented, i n  essence,  General KOSTER' s i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on a l l o c a t i n g  these  a s s e t s  each evening f o r  the fol lowing 
day. 

Q - .  Are you t e l l i n g  me  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  course of the 
evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  which took p lace  a t  about 1700-

A. ( In terpos ing)  A f t e r  t h a t ,  

Q You had another  s e s s i o n  which--did you have 
recommendations f o r  a l l o c a t i o n s ?  O r  d i d  he-

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  We made recommendations and he 
was t h e  f i n a l  approving a u t h o r i t y ,  making h i s  changes a s  
he saw f i t .  This w a s  b r i e f e d  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  each evening 
and then  I implemented those i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q .  Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  you back t o  t h e  a l l o 
c a t i o n s  of a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h i s  d a t e .  Strange th ings  had 
t r a n s p i r e d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  the  way I see  it. You were aware 
of the  ex i s t ence  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - And i t s  a r e a  of opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  opera t ion?  Look
i n g  t o  the  a r e a s  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  M A P - l ) ,  wi th  
t h e  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker i n t o  the  a r e a  of Son 
My Vi l l age ,  t h e  a r e a  which some people r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
P i n k v i l l e  on 16 March 1968. 

A. I do n o t  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion ,  
no sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  evening s t a f f  
b r i e f i n g  and hear ing  the  r e s u l t s ,  128 VC KIA? 

A.  I remember the  f i g u r e  having been mentioned. 
That was t h e  only time t h a t  I can remember a l a r g e  
number of NVA being k i l l e d  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  VC 
I should say.  

Q I Well, they d i d  have a couple opera t ions  before  
t h a t ,  This was t h e  l a r g e s t .  There 's  no ques t ion  about 
this. This  w a s  the  l a r g e s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  the  11th B r i 
gade had been i n .  

A. Over 100 .  

Q l Over 100, 128. About 3 weeks before  then  
they 'd  had a body count of somewhere i n  t h e  high 7 0 ' s .  

A .  S i r ,  I remember t h e  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  I don' t asso 
c i a t e  it with any da te .  I j u s t  vaguely remember a large- 

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you remember a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a small  number of weapons captured? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q The f i g u r e s  t h a t  were r epor ted  were 128 VC 
KIA, 2 U.S. KIA, 11 U.S. WIA, and 3 weapons captured.  Did 
you become aware t h a t  Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY 
had a d i scuss ion  on the  n igh t  of the  16 th ,  o r  wi th in  
t h i s  pe r iod ,  concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  day of the  16th?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I was n o t  informed of t h a t .  I would 
l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  I was f a i r l y  i s o l a t e d  i n  the  sense 
t h a t  a s  f a r  as the  aero-scouts were concerned, they worked 
on a d i r e c t  mission b a s i s  from t h e  G 3 .  This mission went 
d i r e c t l y  t o  them, and sometimes I was informed of what 
t h e y  were doing and sometimes I wasn ' t .  I never i n t e r 
f e r e d  with t h e i r  bus iness ,  because they were ass igned a  
p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  t o  work with a t  t h a t  time.. I d i d n ' t  
make it a  p o i n t  t o  be over ly  concerned about what they 
were doing, s i n c e  I had no opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  over  them 
whatsoever. 

Q - But, you ' r e  s t i l l  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  so  you, genera l ly  speaking, a r e  p r e t t y  much a w a r e  
of w h a t  I s  going on, 

A. Not as f a r  as  aero-scouts were concerned, sir. 
They were Colonel HOLLADAY's--as I understood it, his 
brainstorm. He is t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  dreamed t h i s  devia- 0 
t i o n  from t h e  normal TO&E up, and more o r  l e s s  concent ra ted  rd 
a l l  of his a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  He d i d  n o t  a l - e3 

ways keep me informed as  t o  what was going on down t h e  
h i l l  a t  b a t t a l i o n .  

i-
Q - Well, d i d  he t e l l  you o r  d i d  Major WATKE advise 
you t h a t  t h i s  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had come t o  him 
come t o  Major WATKE, and t o l d  him about what he had seen 
down t h e r e  i n  My Lai t h a t  day. That they had t a l k e d  about 
it t h a t  evening i n  cons iderable  length and subsequent ly,  
a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  on the  fol lowing day t h a t  they t a lked  
t o  one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders about it. 

A, No, s i r ,  I was n o t  informed of t h i s .  

Q . You were never aware of t h a t .  I t  came from 
Major KEATING who ment ioned- to  you about Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON r e p o r t i n g  u n t i l  t h a t  time you were q u i t e  un
aware of i t ?  

A.  Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  The funct ioning  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  exp la in .  T h i s  b a t t a l i o n  had j u s t  been 
formed. A company had been taken away from t h e  14th  

(RECTOR) 6 APP T-264 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  and we had begun t o  form t h i s  new 
b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  123d. And t h e r e  w a s  no t  a  g r e a t  amount 
of coordina t ion  between myself and t h e  123d. I worked 
more wi th  the  14th  B a t t a l i o n ,  which was p a r t  of t h e  
16th  Group, t h e  1st viat ti on Brigade, r a t h e r  than  the  
123d and t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  amount of i s o l a t i o n  on my 
p a r t  as  t o  what went on down t h e r e ,  personnel-wise. 
I had more f r i e n d s  as  such, had more con tac t ,  more 
i n t e r a c t i o n  with the  14th  than  I d i d  with t h e  123d, 
although I belong t o  the  123d, as f a r  as  my p o s i t i o n  
and job. 

.Q Where d i d  you s t ay  a t , '  your s l eep ing  quar t e r s?  

A. I s l e p t  i n  the d i v i s i o n  a r e a .  

You d i d n ' t  s l e e p  down wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

No, s ir .  

Were you assigned t o  the  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I was assigned t o  the  b a t t a l i o n  a s  p a r t  of 
t h e  TObE of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q - Now, I ' m  going t o  in t roduce  t h i s .  I n  t h e  
opera t ion  t h a t  was conducted, a s ide  from t h e  aero-scouts 
which w e  understand s t a r t e d  of f  with j u s t  one H-23 backed 
up by t h r e e  gunships, and then  they had some s l i c k s  down 
t h e r e  t o  move the  ground element, s o  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a p a r t  
from what I wanted t o  d i scuss .  

I n  t h e  a c t u a l  combat a s s a u l t  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e  
were two gunships and n ine  s l i c k s  t o  the  b e s t  we've 
been a b l e  t o  understand. I n  looking a t  the  record  of 
t h a t  day from the  174th we found t h a t  the  174th assigned 
two guns and n ine  s l i c k s .  Now the  l o g i c a l  and easy 
assumption i s  t h a t  a l l  of these  people t h a t  p a r t i c i 
pated i n  t h e  opera t ion  t h e r e f o r e  were from t h e  174th. 

But we know from looking a t  t h e  photographs 
t h a t  t h a t  w a s  n o t  the  case,  because t h e r e  were a l s o  a i r 
c r a f t  t h e r e  from t h e  71s t ,  which I be l i eve  has the  i n s i g n i a  
of a r a t t l e r  on it. 

(RECTOR) 7 APP T-264 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. . 

There were a l s o  a i r c r a f t  t h e r e  from the  176th,  which i f  
I ' m  n o t  mistaken have a p i c t u r e  of a minuteman on the  
t a i l  boom, Does t h a t  r ing?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e l l  we know, however, t h a t  these  u n i t s  d i d  
provide some a i r c r a f t .  It t h e r e f o r e  seemed t o  m e  t h a t  
s i n c e  t h e r e  were a i r c r a f t ,  and t h i s  is why I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  put  t h i s  i n  i t s  proper  pe r spec t ive ,  t h a t  what hap- 
pened w a s  t h e  174th may have had as  many a s  f i v e  s h i p s  
i n  t h e  l i f t ,  i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  The remaining f o u r  
sh ips  o r  so,  I'm n o t  s u r e  of t h e  number here, because 
p i c t u r e s  d o n ' t  come ou t  q u i t e  s o  c lean ,  t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r ,  
o r  maybe up t o  f i v e  of t h e  o t h e r  sh ips  from t h e  7 1 s t  and 
176th were i n s e r t e d  t o  t ake  t h e  p lace  of those  which 
were withdrawn by the  174th.  The 174th s h i p s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
were used throughout the  remainder of t h e  br igade a r e a  
f o r  C&C, supply and var ious  o t h e r  th ings .  

Do you remember t h a t ?  This .is probably an 
o ld  h a t  t h i n g  t h a t  you had t o  go through every day o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  This is  about the  way we've con
s t r u c t e d  t h i s .  

We have Colonel PATTERSON here  who has been 
working i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  M r .  MACCRATE is  a l s o  
f a m i l i a r  with the  photos of the  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were i n  
t h e  a s s a u l t .  So I ' l l  have Colonel PATTERSON come 
up and j o i n  i n  t h e  d i scuss ion ,  a c t u a l l y  t o  take  my p lace ,  
t o  see  i f  you can shed any l i g h t  on t h i s .  With your 
background I know you probably have a b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n  
than we have. 

( I 0  l e f t  t h e  room.) 

MR MACCRATE: Major RECTOR, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
the opera t ion  of Task Force Barker down i n  t h i s  A0 t o  
t h e  south ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and i n  t h e  a rea  j u s t  north of Quang 
Ngai City? 
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A. I have g e n e r a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of  t h e i r  a r e a  
o f  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e i r  g e n e r a l  miss ion ,  what t h e y  were 
supposed t o  do. But a s  f a r  a s  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  and spe 
c i f i c  CA's, no, s ir .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n 
fo rmat ion ,  on ly  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  one day i n  t h e  TOC a f l a p  deve
l o p i n g  o v e r  t h e  123d, your  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  one 
t o  which you were ass igned .  Although a s  I unders tand it, 
your  d u t i e s  k e p t  you somewhat s e p a r a t e d .  But your  group,  
s a y i n g  they  w e r e n ' t  going t o  f l y ,  because o f  what was go
i n g  on on t h e  ground. Now w e  have had tes t imony t h a t  some
one i n  t h a t  TOC on t h a t  day hea rd  such a f l a p ,  w a s  aware 
of  t h i s ,  and t h a t  i t  was one of t h e  problems t h a t  a r o s e  
i n  t h e  course  o f  t h i s  day. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of  such r a t h e r  remarkable r e p o r t s  coming i n  about  t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  aero-scout  
company i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  f o r  a reason o f  n o t  want ing t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a o p e r a t i o n .  I remember q u i t e  a few 
i n s t a n c e s  where people  would q u e s t i o n  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  
o f  going i n t o  an a r e a  t h a t  was h o t .  Where t h e r e  might 
be  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  enemy a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  way o f  .50 c a l i b e r  
o r  .30 c a l i b e r  b u t  no th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I was informed, and 
I do n o t  remember anyth ing  a long  t h e  l i n e s  t h a t  t h e  
123d had r e f u s e d  o r  even h e s i t a t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
a ground o p e r a t i o n  o r  CA f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  reason .  

Q Well ,  t h i s  would be  a f t e r  t h e  CA had taken  
p l a c e ,  a f t e r  t h e  ground t r o o p s  completed t h e  a s s a u l t .  
The qround t r o o p s  were moving forward and t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  were j u s t  p rov id ing  cover .  They came and pro 
t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  what was going on,  s a i d  t hey  d idn  ' t  want 
t o  con t inue  suppor t  of  t h e  ground f o r c e s .  You have 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any such unusual  d i s p u t e  a r i s i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  The p h y s i c a l  l a y o u t  o f  t h i s  TOC 
was such t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t ime frame from approximately 
1600 hours  u n t i l  b r i e f i n g  t ime ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  a c t 
i v i t y  going on i n  t h e  TOC t o  g e t  ready f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
And t h i s  was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q* Now e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day,  a long  i n  t h e  morning
where would you be? 
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A. I would be i n  the  TOC o r  a t t end ing  a  b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  the  chief  of s t a f f  requi red  me t o  s i t  i n  on, o r  i n  
the  G 3 ' s  o f f i c e  o r  one of h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .  This w a s  my 
a rea  of opera t ion .  I d i d n ' t  s t r a y  very f a r  away from 
t h a t  immediate a rea ,  b u t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  time o r  p r i o r  t o  
b r i e f i n g  I was always busy g e t t i n g  ready f o r  t h e  b r i e f 
ing. co lonel  HOLLADAY would come i n  and d i scuss  a v i a t i o n  
with personnel who would come i n t o  the TOC, such as  
Major WATKE o r  some of t h e  people of the  14th  Aviat ion 
Bat ta l ion .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of an i n v e s t i 
ga t ion  i n  the  sp r ing  of 1968 regarding an M-79 grenade 
launcher being f i r e d  by some member of one of your 
a v i a t i o n  companies on a  boa t ,  t he  men on a boat?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Who conducted t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  do you 
know? 

A. No, s ir .  I -do n o t  r e c a l l .  I remember see ing  
some correspondence on it from t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  and 
they were very,  very concerned. There was a l o t  of con
cern i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  about a v i a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  such a s  
f i r i n g  a t  c i v i l i a n s  o r  f i r i n g  out  of h e l i c o p t e r s  a t  
personnel on the  ground. I remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  re 
quirement t h a t  was placed on someone t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  
th ing .  I t  may have been Major PALCZYNSKI. He was the  
S 3  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n .  I do n o t  
r e c o l l e c t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY w a s  
designated a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  No, s i r .  Most of t h e  paperwork was handled 
down a t  the  123d, which was phys ica l ly  loca ted  approxi
mately 2 miles  away from the  d i v i s i o n  TOC. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was con
ducted with a d i v i s i o n  . order  appoint ing an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir, I do not .  I was not  informed. I was 
n o t  c a l l e d  as  a  witness  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i f  it were 
conducted. 
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Q Did you have any knowledge a t  any t i m e  of 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted about the  opera t ion  
by Task Force Barker i n  March 1 9 68? 

(LTC PATTERSON entered  t h e  hear ing  room. ) 

A. NO, sir .  

LTC PATTERSON: Major RECTOR, what type  of r e p o r t s  were 
r equ i red  of a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  assigned t o  the  d i v i s i o n  i n  
so  f a r  as t h e i r  opera t ions  were concerned? 

A. There was a d a i l y  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  t h a t  was 
given each day l i s t i n g  a l l  of the  a v i a t i o n  a s s e t s ,  
a l l  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  t h a t  e i t h e r  were a t t ached  o r  organic  
t o  the  d i v i s i o n  and s t i p u l a t e d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  t h e  fol lowing day. Predica ted  on those p ro jec t ions  
we made our p lans  f o r  the  following day, ass igning  a i r 
c r a f t ,  recommending a i r c r a f t  t o  be assigned t o  t h e  d i f 
f e r e n t  br igades  and t o  s p e c i a l  missions.  T h i s  went on 
a board i n  crayon and was b r i e f e d  t o  General KOSTER 
a f t e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g .  T h i s  w a s  i n  General 
KOSTER's  o f f i c e ,  He e i t h e r  approved o r  changed these  
a l l o c a t i o n s  based on h i s  knowledge of what h i s  people 
had advised,  h i s  G 3 .  

Q. J u s t  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  you i n d i c a t e d  a l l  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  assigned o r  a t t ached  t o  the  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. The 14th Aviation B a t t a l i o n  w a s  no t  organic  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  w a s  p a r t  of the  16th  Group, and 
it was s o r t  of i n  a limbo s t a t u s  f o r  many months. I t  
w a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a t  one time. I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
paperwork t h a t  was going on between t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and 
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q Well, t h e  p o i n t  i s  you d i d  g e t  s t a t u s  r e p o r t s
from the  14th  Aviation. 

A .  Pro jec t ions .  

Q - Broken down by s p e c i f i c  companies? 

A. Yes, 'sir.  
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Q These r e p o r t s  t h a t  you g o t  from both t h e  14th  
Aviation B a t t a l i o n  as we l l  as your organic  123d Aviat ion 
Ba t t a l ion ,  were they i n  wr i t ing?  

A. No, sir.  They were phoned down. 


Q - Verbal only? 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  p ro jec ted  s t a t u s  then ,  
t h e r e  would n o t  be any records  kept  of p ro jec ted  s t a t u s  
a s  r epor ted  t o  you a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q What about a c t u a l  s t a t u s  on t h e  day? Were 
t h e r e  any formal r e p o r t s  submitted t o  d i v i s i o n  from 
e i t h e r  t h e  123d o r  the 14 th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n  con
cerning t h e i r  a c t u a l  s t a t u s  on a p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. Nothing of a formal na ture .  


Q Nothing i n  wr i t ing?  


A. Nothing i n  wr i t ing .  I t  was a l l  telephoned 
in .  Once we s t a r t e d  t h e  day ' s  opera t ion  then  we b,egan 
t o  a d j u s t  a s s e t s  according t o  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were found 
t o  be down, and t h e  p i l o t s  got  ready t o  take  o f f .  

Q Were any records  of a formal na tu re  main
t a i n e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  of t h i s  informal  nonwritten s t a t u s  
of a i r c r a f t ?  

A. We kep t  a log  a t  d i v i s i o n  of a c t i o n  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d  during the  day. 

Q This l o g  was i n  the  DAO shop? 

A. I n  the  DAO shop. 

Q. On a r e g u l a r  s t a f f  journal  form? 
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A. S t a f f  journal  form. And t h i s  was given t o  
a Sergeant  G I N N  f o r  f i l i n g  a f t e r  s o  many days haL t r a n s 
p i r ed ,  and we knew t h a t  we didn" t e e d  these  p a r t i c u l a r  
records i n  the  TOC. They were p u t  i n  the  admin f i l e s .  

Q Let  me j u s t  ask a ques t ion  here while I ' m  on 
this po in t .  How long were you assigned t o  the  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e  of the  Americal Divis ion? 

A. From January,  approximately 29 January was t h e  
day I repor ted  i n  t o  the  d i v i s i o n ,  u n t i l  t he  middle of 
May. I went on R&R. When I came back, Major TENNANT 
took my p lace  -and I went down t o  t h e  S3 shop. 

- Q - During t h a t  per iod of time t h a t  you were i n  
the  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e ,  d i d  you r e t i r e  o r  have 
r e t i r e d  o r  d ispose  of the  journa l s ,  o r  the  records of 
the  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q The reason f o r  these  ques t ions  is  we have 

been unable a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  procure o r  f i n d  these  

records  concerning the  s t a t u s  of the  123d Aviation 

B a t t a l i o n  o r  a t t ached  u n i t s ,  such as  the  14th  Aviation 

B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  any records i n  the  Americal Divis ion 

concerning s t a t u s  of a i r c r a f t .  


A. We were primarily--as you know being an 

a v i a t o r .  Many many changes would take p lace  dur ing  

t h e  day. We were pr imar i ly  concerned with g e t t i n g  

from t h e  14 th  B a t t a l i o n  what they s a i d  they were 

going t o  g ive  us. The records were kept  more i n  t h e  

l i g h t  of being a b l e  t o  say t o  my boss ,  "They d i d  

o r  they d i d  n o t  do w h a t  they s a i d  they were going t o  

do." This is  a  p roverb ia l  b a t t l e  t h a t  goes on o r  

went on t h e  e n t i r e  time because they were n o t  under 

our  c o n t r o l .  


Q W e  have records from the  14th and t h e  sub
o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  of t h e  14th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n .  These 
records  a r e  r equ i red  by the  1st Aviation Brigade, which 
is i n  f a c t et h e  pa ren t  o rgan iza t ion  of the  14th  Ba t t a l ion .  

(RECTOR) APP T-264 


FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


But f o r  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  organic  t o  t h e  
America1 Divis ion,  o r  any of the  o t h e r  br igade  s e c t i o n s ,  
within the  Americal Divis ion we have no a v i a t i o n  records.  

A. Well, I know I requi red  t h a t  Captain WISNIEWSKI 
and a Captain BOWEN, who worked f o r  me p a r t  of t h e  t ime, 
and a Captain JORDAN t o  log  it i n  i n  a c e r t a i n  log .  I 
gave them genera l  ve rba l  d i r e c t i v e s  a s  t o  what t o  p u t  i n  
t h i s  th ing ,  s o r t  of a pardon the  expression,  CYA type 
record,  

Q. I ' m  su re  t h a t  then you know t h a t  a f t e r  a 
per iod of t i m e  records  of t h e  func t iona l  f i l e s  system 
a r e  r equ i red  t o  be disposed of and re tu rned  t o  a re
cords holding a rea  f o r  maintenance. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. We've t r aced  a l l  t hese  and have come up with 
a  zero s o  f a r .  

A.  I do n o t  know what happened t o  t h e  records ,  
I know t h a t  I requ i red  the  se rgean t  t h a t  worked f o r  
me, Sergeant G I N N ,  t o  keep the  records.  

COL ARMSTRONG: May I a s k ,  Major RECTOR, i f  a f t e r  you 
departed t h a t  assignment, were these  records s t i l l  main
t a ined?  

A. A s  f a r  as I know, sir. I was i n  the  o f f i c e  
q u i t e  f r equen t ly  and t h e r e  were no f i r e s ,  no problem a reas .  

Q No, I mean d i d  your successor  cont inue on 
wi th  the same procedure? 

A, I do n o t  know, sir.  I assume t h a t  he d id ,  
I know t h a t  when I went t o  the  123d and took over  the  
S3 shop t h a t  I i n s t i t u t e d  a records keeping log  which 
had no t  been kep t  previously.  

Q Basica l ly  you i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  same procedure 
a t  the  123d a s  the  S3? 

A. Yes, sir, but  it had not  been kept  p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  
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COL PATTERSON: We a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s ,  because t h i s  r a t h e r  
confirms what w e  had deduced concerning t h e  r e c o r d s  of  
t h e  123d. So much f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  r e p o r t s  which i n d i c a t e  
f l y a b l e  a i r c r a f t ,  non f lyab le  a i r c r a f t ,  ve rsus  a s s igned  
a i r c r a f t .  What about  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  with r e f e r e n c e  
t o  ammunition expend i tu re ,  k i l l s ,  engagements, o p e r a t i o n a l  
ma t t e r s?  Were t h e r e  any o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s ,  fo rmal ly  
submi t ted  from as s igned  o r  a t t a c h e d  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  t o  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e .  

A. Y e s ,  w e  b r i e f e d  General  KOSTER on a  weekly b a s i s  
on t h e  amount of ammo expended and t h e  number of hours  flown 
a long  o p e r a t i o n a l  l i n e s .  I do n o t  remember whether K I A ' s  
w e r e  inc luded  i n  t h i s  o r  n o t ,  because i n  a c t u a l i t y  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  k i l l .  
The b r igades  o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s - - f o r  example, l e t ' s  t a k e  
t h e  aero-scout  company, i f  t h e  NVA o r  VC were k i l l e d  i n  
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  they g o t  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  k i l l .  
I knew t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  went i n  through t h a t  c h a i n ,  and-

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Then i n  b r i e f  t h e r e  were no 
formal  w r i t t e n  d a i l y  r e p o r t s  from t h e  123d? 

A. Not excep t  f o r  t h e  ammo expended, number of 
hours  f lown, which was b r i e f e d  t o  General  KOSTER on a 
weekly b a s i s  and a  t o t a l  monthly b a s i s - - t h i s  was a l l  
done on a  c h a r t .  

Q W a s  t h i s  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. It was a l l  k e p t  on a c h a r t .  No, sir. 

Q. No w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  submi t ted  from t h e  u n i t s  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. I know t h a t  t h e  123d k e p t  r eco rds  on 
t h e i r  A and B Company, A Company and t h e  ae ro - scou t s ,  which 
w e r e  p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  on t h e  number of hours  flown, number 
of VC o r  NVA k i l l e d ,  number of hootches  des t royed ,  e t c .  
This w a s  k e p t  on a u n i t  b a s i s  r a t h e r  t han  a  d i v i s i o n .  
The a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e  a t  d i v i s i o n  was p r i m a r i l y  a n  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e  wh i l e  I had it, whi l e  we were forming. I t  l a t e r  
blossomed i n t o  an adrnin and an o p e r a t i o n s  func t ion .  

Q - Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  an a v i a t i o n  r e p o r t  used 
i n  Vietnam e n t i t l e d ,  "Daily OPREP-5 " ?  
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A. Yes, sir. I ' d  fo rgo t t en  t h a t ,  s i r ,  

Q Do you r e c a l l  using i t ?  

.A. Yes, sir,  we  d i d  use it. 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We repor ted  t o  I11 MAF a cer 
t a i n  amount of information,  I do not  remember t h e  name 
of the  r e p o r t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  it went t o  I11 MAE'. I t  
was a I11 MAF r e p o r t  t h a t  we forwarded d i r e c t l y  t o  I11 
MAF people, It  w a s  more along the  opera t iona l  l i n e ,  
We were n o t  p a r t  of 1st Aviat ion Brigade and none of t h e  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  they f i l l e d  o u t  pe r t a ined  t o  me, as  a s s i s 
t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  But t h e r e  were requi re 
ments a t  I11 MAF placed on us t h a t  we f u l f i l l e d  and d i d  
keep records of it a t  t h e  TOC. 

Q But from the  subordinate  u n i t s  t o  t h e  DAO, 
t hese  OPREP-5 type  r e p o r t s  i n  w r i t i n g  e i t h e r  f o r  s t a t u s  
o r  f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  mat ters  were no t  used i n  the  t i m e  
frame we ' re  d i scuss ing  here ,  t h e  March 1968 time frame. 

A. Well, t h e  OPREP-5, do you have a copy of the  
r e p o r t  o r  a blank copy t h a t  I can look a t ?  

Q. I show you Exh ib i t  R-3, which is  a l o c a l l y  
reproduced, OPREP-5 f o r  the  14th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n .  
As  you n o t i c e  t h i s  r e p o r t  inc ludes  opera t iona l  mat ters  
a s  wel l  as  s t a t u s  mat ters ,  and it I s  comprehensive as  
f a r  a s  t h e  p i c t u r e  of an a v i a t i o n  u n i t  a t  any given 
p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  

A. We submit ted r e p o r t s  t o  I11 MAE' along these  
l i n e s .  They were f i l l e d  out  and they were e i t h e r  phoned 
i n ,  o r  te leconed i n ,  o r  s e n t  i n  by TWX on a t e l e t y p e .  
This was p r imar i ly  a  I11 MAF r e p o r t ,  it was n o t  a 
USARV r e p o r t .  T h i s  changed a number of t imes ,  t h e r e  
was a Colonel GROVE, i f  I remember h i s  name c o r r e c t l y  
a t  I11 MAF t h a t  changed t h i s  t h i n g  t h r e e  o r  four  
times i n  the  s h o r t  per iod  of time t h a t  I was the re .  
These o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  were submitted and a copy 
was r e t a i n e d  i n  the  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e .  
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Q With re fe rence  t o  1 6  March, do you r e c a l l  
planning a i r c r a f t  and des igna t ing  a i r c r a f t  t o  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  on that  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q - We have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
f a i r l y  l a r g e  combat a s s a u l t  i n  the  terms of r e fe rence  
of--not only i n  t h e  ground fo rces  employed, but  a l s o  
i n  the  number of a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
Task Force Barker f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  There is a l s o  
some concern and we're  n o t  q u i t e  c l e a r  on t h i s  p o i n t  
as t o  where a l l  t hese  a i r c r a f t  came from. Whether 
they  a l l  came from a s i n g l e  u n i t  o r  were des ignated  
t o  r e i n f o r c e  any given u n i t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  u n i t  
t h a t  w a s  designated t o  conduct t h i s  a s s a u l t  from an 
a v i a t i o n  s tandpoint?  

A. No, sir ,  I do not .  But, I would l i k e  t o  
say t h a t  i n  any given day although t h i s  had been plan 
ned t h e  previous day and approved by General KOSTER, 
t h e  changes that  occurred as  t h e  opera t ion  progressed,  
d i c t a t e d  i n  some ins tances  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  be switched 
from one company t o  another .  I should say from one 
br igade t o  another  and t h a t  sometimes I found ou t  
what happened a f t e r  the  f a c t .  The 1 4 t h  Ba t t a l ion  
would juggle a s s e t s  t o  meet t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  need and 
I would f i n d  o u t  about it a f t e r  the  f a c t .  I f  t h e r e  
were a problem a r e a ,  no t  enough a i r c r a f t  showing up 
a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ,  then I most c e r t a i n l y  would 
f i n d  ou t  about it. 

But, we t r i e d  t o  d e c e n t r a l i z e  the  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  a s s e t s ,  because I could no t  c o n t r o l  the  a s s e t s  
from where I s a t .  I had t o  leave  it up t o  t h e  14th  
B a t t a l i o n  t o  use t h e i r  judgment on where t h e  a i r c r a f t  
came from and then  inform me as t o  what ,they were do
i ng  and what they had done. 

Q - A s  I understand it then,  what s a i d  
i n  a n u t s h e l l ,  is  t h a t  you were a planner  as opposed 
t o  an executer  and d i r e c t o r .  

A. I executed when the  necess i ty  arose by n o t i 
f y ing  the. 14th  t o  move a s s e t s  as  the  mission requi re 
ments changed. 
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Q Who was t h e  normal support  u n i t  then  f o r  the  11th  
Brigade? 

A. The 174th.  

Q. Was it a s tandard  p r a c t i c e  during t h i s  t i m e  frame, 
March 196 8 s p e c i f i c a l l y  16 March 1 9 6 8 ,  t h a t  you would i n  f a c t  
r e i n f o r c e  o r  augment from one u n i t  t o  another  t o  provide a 
c e r t a i n  number of a i r c r a f t ,  o r  was t h i s  dec i s ion  whether t o  
augment o r  r e i n f o r c e  made by t h e  14th  Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion?  

A. I t  was sometimes made by the  14th i f  they found 
t h a t  they could perform the opera t ion  f a s t e r  than  had been 
previously planned. O r  i f  t he  S3 decided t h a t  he wanted t o  
add a i r c r a f t  t h a t  became a v a i l a b l e  a s  the  day progressed,  
came up out  of maintenance. He i n  some ins tances  would go 
ahead and do t h i s  and t e l l  me about it af terwards.  

Q. Do you know of any records  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
where it could be determined with some d e f i n i t i o n  as  t o  
what a i r c r a f t  phys ica l ly  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a given combat 
opera t ion?  

A. The 14th  B a t t a l i o n  would be the  l o g i c a l  source 
f o r  t h i s  information. 

Q. Rather than  the 23d Division? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - I have here  the  Exh ib i t  R-3 which I showed you 
e a r l i e r ,  t h e  OPREP-5 f o r  the  14 th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  spe 
c i f i c a l l y  the  174th f o r  the  16 March. This r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  f o r  Task Force Barker and the  a i r c r a f t  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  t h e r e i n ,  I n  column C of t h i s  r e p o r t  y o u ' l l  
s ee  where n ine  s l i c k s  were furn ished  and two guns. You ' l l  
a l s o  n o t i c e  under t h e  A column, the  "Mission" column of 
t h i s  r e p o r t  some a d d i t i o n a l  missions a r e  i n d i c a t e d .  The 
bottom of t h e  form has a column e n t i t l e d  "Sta tus  of A i r c r a f t  
a t  End of Reporting Period" and s u b t i t l e d  "Number of A i r 
c r a f t  on Hand by Type and Number of A i r c r a f t  O/R." 
Can you t e l l  us what O/R s t ands  f o r ?  

A. Number of c r a f t  t h a t  were o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready. 
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a. Operat ional ly  ready. From t h i s  form it would 
appear t h a t  how many s l i c k s  d i d  they have assigned? 

A. Sixteen.  

a. I be l i eve  i t s  15, i t s  probably a l i t t l e  hard t o  
read. How many were opera t iona l ly  ready? 

A. Twelve. 

How many gunships d i d  they have assigned? 

S ix  assigned.  

Q And o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready? 

A. Three. 

Q. What is a l i t t l e  confusing i n  what we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  
determine from t h i s  record i s  with t h e  missions t h a t  you s e e  
inc luding  t h a t  which I 've previous ly  mentioned; the  CAI n ine  
s l i c k s ,  two guns, and the a d d i t i o n a l  missions i n d i c a t i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t  requirements,  how t h i s  could have been 
accomplished wi th  12 s l i c k s  and 3 guns? Can you o f f e r  any 
explanat ion?  

A. Yes, sir.  The missions were over  a 1 2  hour per 
i od ,  t h e  normal opera t iona l  work day. They d id  no t  a l l  take  
p lace  a t  t h e  same time. Therefore,  a s s e t s  were moved from 
one a r e a  t o  another ,  and the  missions were performed a t  d i f 
f e r e n t  t imes as  the  day progressed.  

Q Then as I understand it ,  one cannot t o t a l  up the  
t o t a l  number of s l i c k s  committed during t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  per iod  
and hope t o  a r r i v e  a t  the  f i g u r e ,  i n  t h i s  case 12 p e r i o d i c a l l y  
ready? 

A. That is  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Looking a t  the  type  of missions flown, can you 
give any opinion as  t o  which missions might have been simul 
taneously flown? 
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A. Well, t he  b a t t a l i o n  commander of Task Force Barker 
had a  very high p r i o r i t y  on g e t t i n g  C&C a i r c r a f t .  

Q Which would have taken one-

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Which would have taken one of t h e  
a i r c r a f t ,  r i g h t .  The o t h e r  missions t h a t  I see  i n d i c a t e d  on 
the  form could have been postponed u n t i l  a f t e r  the  CA took 
p lace  over  a  f a i r l y  s h o r t  time frame during the  day, say a 
couple of hours. But I can only see  one t h a t  I would with any 
degree of c e r t a i n t y  say would n o t  have been used i n  t h e  CA. 

Q Would you say then ,  t h a t  with 12 s l i c k s  operat ion-  
a l l y  ready they could have flown o r  they had t h e  in-house or 
ganic  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  handle t h e i r  CA i n  t h e  morning. 

A. I f  i n  f a c t  this r e p o r t  is  t r u e .  Assuming the  re
p o r t  is t r u e ,  I don 't see  any problem. , However, I might add 
t h a t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  look good on,paper  sometimes t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
are n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t i v e  of what a c t u a l l y  took p lace .  

Q. And what about t h e i r  gunship requirements f o r  t h a t  
day. 

A .  W e l l ,  wi th  t h r e e  gunships a v a i l a b l e ,  t h i s  meant 
t h a t  only two would be used a t  any one time because it w a s  
n o t  pol icy  wi th in  the  d i v i s i o n ,  i n  the 14th b a t t a l i o n  t o  use 
a s i n g l e  gunship by i t s e l f .  There could have been a heavy 
team of t h r e e  guns i n s t e a d  of a l i g h t  team of two, thereby 
a l l  t h r e e  of the  sh ips  were being used a t  one t i m e .  

I t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f  t he  aero  scouts  w e r e  
opera t ing  i n  the  same a r e a ,  i n  the  Muscatine a rea  i n  sup- 
p o r t  of Task Force Barker t h a t  they could have been coor 
d ina ted  with the  11th  Brigade, s ince  the  aero-scouts were 
assigned a  s p e c i f i c  mission with a s p e c i f i c . u n i t .  What 
t h a t  u n i t  d id  with them a f t e r  they launched from t h e  hel- 
i p o r t  and performed the  mission t h a t  the  u n i t  d e s i r e d  was 
beyond my c o n t r o l .  I d i d n ' t  have any o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  
over t h e  aero-scouts  . 
Q. What was the  po l i cy  of t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  
f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  the  14th  Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion ,  i f  it were d i f 
f e r e n t ,  with r e fe rence  t o  the  number .of gunships i n  support  
of a l i f t  of n ine  s l i c k s ?  
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A. A t  l e a s t  two guns. 


Q A t  least two guns. That% one team? 


A. One team. 

Q Who decided whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  would be a sec 
ond f i r e  team i n  support  of a l i f t  of n ine  s l i c k s ?  

A. Well, i f  t h e  a s s e t s  were a v a i l a b l e  and i f  the  14th  
deemed t h a t  it be necessary t o  be used two s e t s  of guns. I f  
they f e l t  t h a t  the  a r e a  was going t o  be extremely h o t ,  they 
might use two s e t s  of guns. 

Q. Would they come t o  you f o r  t h i s  o r  would they han
d l e  t h a t  wi th in  t h e i r  own b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. They would handle t h a t  i n  t h e i r  own b a t t a l i o n  o r  
own organiza t ion .  

Q What o t h e r  u n i t s  d i d  they have t o  c a l l  on i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  case ,  who e l s e  could have supported the  174th? 

A. They could have g o t t e n  a s s e t s  from t h e  176th or  
t h e  aero-s couts- 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Organic ' t o  t h e  d iv i s ion?  

A.  Organic t o  the  d i v i s i o n .  There were t h r e e  compan
ies, t h e  174th ,  t h e  176th,  and the  7 1 s t  and they could have 
go t t en  suppor t  from any of these  o t h e r  two companies. 

Q Were t h e r e  any two of these  companies t h a t  used 
t o  work this augmentation, r e i n f o r c i n g  on a f a i r l y  s teady 
b a s i s ?  

A.  Do you mean f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  AO? Yes, s ir .  

Q Because of l o c a t i o n  o r  f o r  any o t h e r  reasons hab
i t u a l l y  worked c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  w a s  it any one of t h e  
three? 

A. I t  could have been any one of t h e  t h r e e .  

Q - And w a s  t h i s  c ross  r e i n f o r c i n g  accomplished on a 
f a i r l y  r o u t i n e  b a s i s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
  

Q - J u s t  for t h e  r eco rd  i s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  satis-

factory? 
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A. W e l l ,  i f  it were deemed necessary t o  beef up t h e  
gunship c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  any opera t ion ,  it is  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  the  14 th  b a t t a l i o n  used guns t h a t  were a l l o c a t e d  f o r  an
o t h e r  mission o r  t h a t  had come out  of maintenance, p r imar i ly  
t h a t  had come o u t  of maintenance t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know about and 
would be s e n t  down on t h i s  mission. I f  they were going t o  
p u l l  guns o f f  a mission,  such as  a gun team f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
br igade,  such as  t h e  198th ,  t h a t  were s tanding  by f o r  any 
emergency--any f i r e  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  i n  t h e  A 0  then 
they would come t o  me t o  g e t  those p a r t i c u l a r  guns. But 
t h e r e  w a s  no hard and f a s t  r u l e  t h a t  s a i d  they c o u l d n ' t  use 
a s s e t s  t h a t  came up dur ing  t h e  day o r  dur ing  the  evening 
t o  support  a p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  I would f i n d  o u t  about 
it, as I s a i d  before ;  it would be a f t e r  t h e  f a c t .  

Q. Who would c o n t r o l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the gunships 
and/or t h e  s l i c k s  t h a t  would be augmenting a u n i t  i n  a l i f t ?  

A.  Once t h e  a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  CA 
was tak ing  p lace  then  t h e  o f f i c e r  who had charge of t h a t  par 
t i c u l a r  CA would assume c o n t r o l ,  as I understood the  1 4 t h ' ~  
operat ion,  and d i c t a t e  what t h e  guns were t o  do. 

Q. I f  t h e  174th was designated t o  make t h i s  l i f t  f o r  
Task Force Barker on 16 March and were augmented by a i r c r a f t ,  
who would be i n  c o n t r o l  of those  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. The i n d i v i d u a l  who had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  CA, 
the a v i a t o r .  

Q - The a i r  mission commander? 

A. Yes. 

Q - And he would be responsive t o  the  ground mission 
commander, i n  t h i s  case Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I 'd  l i k e  t o  show you, sir,  Exh ib i t  P-29C. Can 
you t e l l  us what t h a t  p i c t u r e  shows? 
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A. I s e e  one h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  a r a t t l e s n a k e  on the  
f r o n t  of it, which would be a R a t t l e r .  

From which u n i t ,  s i r ?  

A. The 71st . And another  h e l i c o p t e r  I can ' t make ou t  
the  des igna t ion  of the  emblem on the  f r o n t  of it, t h e  o t h e r  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  one n e a r e s t  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q Does it have a R a t t l e r  on it, o r  can you t e l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l .  There ' s  d e f i n i t e l y  an emblem on it, 
bu t  I c o u l d n ' t  say exac t ly  what it was. P o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  i f  
it were a Pe l i can ,  which is  the  123d, t h a t  would be i n  white .  
The Warlords, t h a t ' s  B Company o r  t h e  aero-scouts ,  had t h e i r  
emblem pa in ted  on most of the  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Dolphins, t h e y ' r e  
t h e  174th.  

Q Okay. 

A ,  I d o n ' t  know what you want me t o  see .  I c a n ' t  wi th  
any degree of accuracy say what-

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph 
P-65, t e l l  me what you can about t h e  u n i t  of assignment of 
those  a i r c r a f t  depic ted  t h e r e i n ?  

A, I ' m  going t o  t ake  a minute t o  th ink  here  as  t o  
what t h e  symbol was f o r  t h e  176th.  Do you have t h e  in fo r 
mation a v a i l a b l e  a s  t o  what the  176th des ignat ion  w a s .  I 
r i g h t  offhand do n o t  r e c o l l e c t .  

Q . They were c a l l e d  t h e  F i r e b i r d s .  

A ,  F i r e b i r d s .  The guns were the  F i r e b i r d s ,  were they 
not? 

Right.  

A, What were the  s l i c k s ?  I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t ,  r i g h t  
o f f  hand. 

Q - What . i s  t h a t  emblem t h a t  was on the  nose of t h a t  
f i r s t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
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A. Well, it looks l i k e  some type of an animal, I ' d  
say with glowing whi te  eyes. The way I look a t  it-

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  Dolphin 
i n s i g n i a ?  

A ,  I have seen the  Dolphin i n s i g n i a .  I can s e e  the  
t a i l ,  what looks t o  be t h e  t a i l .  I t  could be a Dolphin. 

Q On t h e  l e a d  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. On the  l ead  a i r c r a f t .  

Q . What about t h e  second a i r c r a f t ?  
\ 

A. O n  t h e  second a i r c r a f t ,  again it looks l i k e  a 
R a t t l e r .  

Q. How about t h e  t h i r d  one? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  from t h i s  photo what the  t h i r d  one is. 
Is it p o s s i b l e  t o  look a t  t h e  o t h e r  photo I looked a t  f i r s t ?  
The second a i r c r a f t  i s  a R a t t l e r .  

Q P-65? 

A. P-65, yes .  

Q Okay, l e t ' s  look a t  the  t h i r d  a i r c r a f t  on P-65. I 

I s  i t s  i n s i g n i a  l i k e  t h e  second a i r c r a f t  o r  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  
a i r c r a f t  o r  can you compare e i t h e r  one? 

A. The one t o  the  extreme r e a r ,  t h e  t h i r d  a i r c r a f t ,  
I cannot make out  whzt it is i n  t h i s  photo. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  

A, I t ' s  white and c i r c u l a r ,  I would say t h a t  it i s  
n o t  the  same as  t h a t  of t h e  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t .  I n  a l l  probabi l 
i t y  it might be t h e  same a s  the  second a i r c r a f t .  J u s t  a 
white  d isk .  

Q. I f  t hese  p i c t u r e s  were taken on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 
would it be s a f e  t o  assume t h a t  a i r c r a f t  of two d i f f e r e n t  
u n i t s  were involved i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  
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A, Yes, s ir .  

Q. Depicted i n  t h i s  photo? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-11 and ask i f  
you can i d e n t i f y  t h a t  photo a s  f a r  as  the  a i r c r a f t  and i t s  
u n i t  of assignment i s  concerned. 

A. Normally, t h e r e ' s  two ways t o  i d e n t i f y  an a i r c r a f t .  
Number one, i s  the  s e r i a l  number on the  t a i l .  Number two, i s  
by the  p i c t u r e  pa in ted  on t h e  f r o n t ,  And i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
ins t ance ,  i f  I recognize the  i n d i v i d u a l  who is f l y i n g  the  
a i r c r a f t .  Now what you ' re  ask ing  me t o  do is  t o  i n t e r p r e t - 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir,  I ' m  asking you only i f  
t h e r e ' s  any way you can i d e n t i f y  the  u n i t  of assignment of t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  h e l i c o p t e r .  You n o t i c e  t h a t  the  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  ap
pa ren t ly  going t o  conduct a  medical evacuat ion.  Did t h e  mede- 
vac h e l i c o p t e r s  opera t ing  i n  the  23d Divis ion a rea  of opera 
t i o n s ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  have any s i g n i f i c a n t  markings? 

A. Yes, they had t h e i r  own symbol. 

Q - What w a s  t h a t  symbol? 
 

A, I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  offhand. 
  

Q. Were they marked wi th  a r e d  c ross?  

A. Yes, they were marked wi th  a r e d  cross .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  where it was, on t h e  f r o n t ,  o r  s i d e ,  
o r  both? 

A.  I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  exac t ly  where it was, but  I know 
t h e r e  was a r e d  c ross .  

Q Did t h e  medevac sh ips  of t h e  23d Divis ion a rea  of 
opera t ion  ca r ry  doorguns? 
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A. Not normally. Are you asking me t o  speak of t h e  
u n i t  t h a t  w a s  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  medevac mission? I f  one of 
our  h e l i c o p t e r s  was assigned a medevac mission, then  they 
would have a doorgun on it. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  
ass igned a medevac mission doesn 't n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  it 
is a dus to f f .  

Q We're a t tempt ing  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  sir,  and t h e  reason 
f o r  my ques t ion  i s ,  we're  a t tempt ing  t o  i d e n t i f y  whether o r  
n o t  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  and/or i t s  crew were ass igned t o  a r e g u l a r  
medical s e r v i c e  company, h e l i c o p t e r  medical evacuat ion com
pany, o r  whether t h e  23d Divis ion,  o r  o rgan ic  t o  t h e  14 th  
Aviation Ba t t a l ion .  Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  you can h e l p  us 
i n  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A, 'The f a c t  t h a t  a doorgun is  p r e s e n t  would e l i m i n a t e  
it from being a d u s t o f f .  

Q - A dustof f  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  it would have been an 
a i r c r a f t  assigned t o  the  medical s e r v i c e  company? 

t o  t h e  123d o r  perhaps t o  the  u n i t  t h a t  it was suppor t ing  

That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Then we can e l i m i n a t e  t h a t ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q Then it probably would have e i t h e r  been ass igned 

on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. That is  c o r r e c t .  That would by my opinion,  yes.  

Q. I show yc.u P-12, which is  another  s h o t  of the  same 
a i r c r a f t  a t  a l a t e r  time. Is t h e r e  any way you can f i x  a u n i t  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  now? 

A. That ' s  a  1st Aviation Brigade a i r c r a f t  s i n c e  t h e  
crew chief  has a 1st Aviat ion Brigade pa tch  on, n o t  the  
America1 patch.  

Q. Therefore of the  t h r e e  sources of h e l i c o p t e r s ,
medical s e r v i c e  company, America1 Divis ion o r  t h e  14th  Avia
t i o n  B a t t a l i o n ,  what would be your opinion as  t o  t h e  u n i t  
of assignment of t h a t  a i r c r a f t ?  
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A.  I t  would have t o  come from the  14th.  A s  t o  what 
company of t h e  14 th ,  I zannot see  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
I cannot s e e  t h e  emblem on t h e  f r o n t .  The helmets of the  
p i l o t s  and crew c h i e f s  a r e  sometimes decorated t o  d e p i c t  the  
company from which the  h e l i c o p t e r  o r i g i n a t e d ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  helmets i n  the  p i c t u r e .  Its no t  a  normal 
p x a c t i c e  t o  p u t  the  u n i t  on t h e  s i d e  although I have seen 
some of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  had the  u n i t  marked on the  s i d e .  
I d o n ' t  s e e  it on t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

Q You n o t i c e  the  doors a r e  on. 

A. Correc t ion ,  D-model, t h e r e  were no H-models i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  

Q And you n o t i c e  t h e  crew c h i e f s  s leeves  a r e  r o l l e d  
down. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Was that s tandard  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  23d Divis ion as  
w e l l  as t h e  a v i a t i o n  br igade? I 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Okay, s ir .  Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  you can t e l l  us 
about t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f f  hand. I ' m  n o t  a good in 
t e l l i g e n c e  man, I 'd  be t h e  f i r s t  t o  admit it, b u t  I c a n ' t  s e e  
anything e l s e  t h a t  I could use t o  deduce what company t h e  a i r 
c r a f t  w a s  from. We've e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was from 
t h e  1 4 t h  b a t t a l i o n .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  be the  123d. I t  c o u l d n ' t  be 
a dus to f f .  I t  had t o  be the  14th.  

Q- There i s  no o t h e r  source f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  o r  you 
d i d  n o t  use any o t h e r  source,  I assume. 
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A. W e l l  t h e r e  w e r e  a few Black H a t s  t h a t  w e r e  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Quang Ngai which suppor ted  one o f  u n i t s ,  
it was e i t h e r  ARVN o r  one of t h e  advisory .  

Q Who w e r e  t h e  Black Hats ,  w a s  it an Army u n i t ?  

A.  They were o u t  of  D a  Nang. 

Q .  An Army u n i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q H e l i c o p t e r  company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Is t h e r e  any way-

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They normally would n o t  g e t  
involved.  I f  this p i c t u r e  w a s  t aken  du r ing  a combat 
a s s a u l t  o r  a c t i o n  a f t e r  a combat a s s a u l t ,  it would n o t  
be one of t h e s e  a i r c r a f t ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  on 
a medevac miss ion  an a i r c r a f t  could be called o u t  of  
t h e  sky on an emergency frequency t o  p i ck  someone up. 

Q Is it s a f e  t o  assume t h a t  a d u s t o f f  as t h e  
a v i a t o r  uses  it, is a miss ion  r o u t i n e l y  handled and a 
normal miss ion  f o r  a l i f t  u n i t ,  as a p a r t  of t h e  com
b a t  a s s a u l t  t echnique?  

A. I f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  is a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  s p o t ,  
t h e  purpose i s  t o  g e t  t h e  man o u t  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q . Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f ,  t h a t  
w e  can a s c e r t a i n  t h e  number of a i r c r a f t  and u n i t  of  as
signment of a i r c r a f t  a s s igned  t o  perform t h e  combat as
s a u l t  f o r  Task Force  Barker  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I can t h i n k  of no s p e c i f i c  p i e c e  of  paper  
t h a t  would i d e n t i f y  down t o  the l a s t  a i r c r a f t  which 
were used i n  t h e  ope ra t ion .  There had t o  be a cer
t a i n  amount of f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  p u l l i n g  o f f  a combat as
s a u l t  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  unpre 
d i c t i b l e .  I f  d e v i a t i o n s  from what t h e  g e n e r a l  p u t  o u t  a t  
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t h e  evening b e f o r e  had t o  be made, they were made through 
o p e r a t i o n a l  n e c e s s i t y  t o  perform t h e  miss ion.  

Q A s  I ' v e  i n d i ~ a t e de a r l i e r ,  we've been unable  t o  
p u t  ou r  hands on any document, w r i t t e n  documents, o r  r eco rds  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion ,  
with p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  suppor t  of t h e  
o r g a n i c  b r i g a d e ,  b a t t a l i o n ,  t a s k  f o r c e  w i t h i n  t h e  Americal 
D iv i s ion  du r ing  t h i s  t ime frame. Is t h e r e  any r e p o r t  t h a t  
w e  have n o t  mentioned o r  any w r i t t e n  document t h a t  you know 
o f ,  o r  know where it might be t h a t  we could  go t o  it and t r y  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  we a r e  seek ing?  

A. There was an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  i f  t h e  aero-
scou t s  were involved  i n  t h i s ,  and I do n o t  know i f  they  
w e r e  o r  no t .  There w a s  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  made o u t  each 
evening and brought  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC and g iven  t o  t h e  oper 
a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  G3 shop,. s t a t i n g  what t h e  aero-scouts  
had done, what problem a r e a s  they had encounte red ,  something 
a long  t h o s e  l i n e s .  This w a s  given t o  t h e  G3 o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  
f o r  t h e  SITREP r e p o r t ,  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  o r  whatever  use thay  
might have f o r  it. A copy of t h i s  should  have been k e p t  a t  
t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  a s  f a r  a s  I know. A f t e r  I assumed 
t h e  S3 job,  t h e r e  w a s  a copy. of t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  was k e p t ,  b u t  
I d i d  n o t  make a s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  t o  go back and t r y  t o  f i n d  
cop ie s  t h a t .  were k e p t  p r i o r  t o  my t a k i n g  over .  Not making 
excuses  f o r  t h e  paperwork, b u t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was newly formed 
in-country  o u t  of  a s s e t s  of one company, which w a s  t h e  6 1 s t  
p a r t  of t h e  14 th .  A s  t h e  pe r sonne l  came on s t a t i o n ,  a s  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  grew, it became organized ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  o f f i c e r s  
t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  were q u a l i f i e d .  I had a non-
a v i a t i o n  type  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  TOC, Captain  WISNIEWSKI, 
who was n o t  an a v i a t o r .  He w a s  a s s igned  t o  h e l p  o u t  a s  much 
as he could d u r i n g  t h i s  sho r t age .  Then t h e  r e p o r t i n g  system 
became b e t t e r  and more complete r e p o r t s  were k e p t .  But I know 
t h a t  t h i s  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  e x i s t e d ,  because I have read  
it many many t i m e s .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  form number? 

A. I t  w a s  n o t  a form. I t  was typed  o u t  on a s h e e t  
of paper  by t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  Capta in  MOE, of t he  aero-
s c o u t s .  This  t h i n g  was brought  t o  d i v i s i o n  and g iven  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC. They wcrked f o r  him, they d i d n ' t  
work f o r  me and I do n o t  know whether he f i l e d  t h a t  r e p o r t  o r  no t .  
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Q We 've had some con£l i c t i n g  testimony i n  evidence 
t h a t  on 1 6  March 1968,  t h a t  more than one u n i t  w a s  involved 
i n  the  a c t u a l  combat a s s a u l t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  aero-scout 
being involved i n  t h e  mission. We've had reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  Dolphins, t h e  174th were augmented by t h e  R a t t l e r s ,  
t h e  7 1 s t .  I n  some cases  t h e r e  i s  some thought t h a t  the  Fire-
b i r d s  furn ished  a gun team. Do you have any information o r  
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  what a i r c r a f t  were i n  f a c t  involved Qn 
16 March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  I t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  exac t ly  what happened. On t h e  morning of 16 March, 
when it came time f o r  the  mission t o  be accomplished, t h a t  
although t h e  174th may have been i n i t i a l l y  ass igned the  mis
s i o n  t h a t  s u b s t i t u t e s  were made on the  s p o t  from t h e  o t h e r  
two companies. I f  the  aero-scouts were i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and they were c a l l e d  on t o  h e l p  o u t ,  t h e r e  is  
no reason why they should no t  have helped o u t .  I t ' s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  he lp ing  out  t h a t  t h i s  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
which was given t o  the  d i v i s i o n  TOC d i d  no t  r e f l e c t  t h i s .  
There is no way o f '  having t h i s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  what a c t u a l l y  
went on. 

Q But a s  you s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  it was not  unusual 
t o  have j u s t  one gun team, the  two gunships i n  suppor t  of 
a l i f t  of n ine  s l i c k s .  

A. That was the  normal procedure unless  t h e r e  was-

( In te rpos ing)  I t  was normal procedure? 

A, Yes, sir,  f o r  a CA of t h i s  s i z e  it was normal 
procedure, and I 'm speaking f o r  the  14 th  and what I know 
of t h e i r  opera t ions .  

Q Right,  I understand. 

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  drop the  t e c h n i c a l  s i d e  of a i r c r a f t  
now and t h i n k  back t o  September, t h i s  l a s t  September, 
October. When t h i s  s t o r y  h i t  t he  newspapers, what was 
your personal  r e a c t i o n ?  Emotional, p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  whatever? 

A. I could understand t h a t  the  i n c i d e n t  could have 
e a s i l y  happened, 
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Q Did it r i n g  a b e l l ,  d i d  it come--anything f a m i l i a r  
h i t  you about  this .  O r  w a s  it shock,  d i s b e l i e f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  exp res s  d i s b e l i e f .  

Q What d i d  you f e e l ?  

A.  I f e l t  t h a t ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e r e  could 
have been an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  n a t u r e  a s  p a r t  of what happens 
when c i v i l i a n s  g e t  involved  i n  a war. I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  
I have heard  rumors t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  t h a t  gunships  had o c c a s i o n a l l y  
k i l l e d  innocen t  c i v i l i a n s ,  n o t  through i n t e n t  b u t  through 
a c c i d e n t .  

Q But t h i s  w a s n ' t  t h a t  k ind  of s t o r y .  

A. Th is  was n o t  t h a t  k ind  of s t o r y ,  t h a t  is  c o r r e c t ,  
sir. 

Q There i s  a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  between a group of  
c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  caught  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  and somebody ga the r 
i n g  up a bunch of c i v i l i a n s  and s h o o t i n g  them down i n  c o l d  
blood.  

A. I f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were grouped t o g e t h e r  and s h o t  
down by an i n d i v i d u a l  o r  a group of i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  c o l d  blood,  
t h e n  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  an a t r o c i t y  of a s e r i o u s  n a t u r e .  

Q Wasn't  t h i s  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h a t  news s t o r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But I do n o t  b e l i e v e  e v e r y t h i n g  I 
h e a r  on the r a d i o  or-

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  t h e n  were you d i s b e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  p a r t  of i t  o r  were you t h i n k i n g  i n  terms t h a t  t h i s  
may have been an exagge ra t ion ,  o r  what? The t h i n g  i s  t h a t  
I'm t r y i n g  t o  g e t  from you a s  t h e  man who w a s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
u n i t ,  would have i d e n t i f i e d  himself  as  be ing  t h e r e ,  your 
p e r s o n a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  emot iona l .  You're 
going t o  g e t  some k ind  of r e a c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when you 
r e a l i z e  t h e  import  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  c o l d  blooded murder. That  
w a s  t h e  s t o r y .  

A. Assuming t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  is  t r u e ,  under t h a t  assump
tion t h e n  I t h i n k  from a l e g a l  p o i n t  of view i t  w a s  something 
t h a t  cou ld  n o t  be t o l e r a t e d ,  t h a t  was d e f i n i t e l y - 
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  No, I 'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  I 
apprec ia te  tha t - 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  From my emotional- 

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You looked a t  t h a t  newspaper s t o r y  
and you s a i d  what t o  yourse l f?  

A.  I s a i d  i f  t h e  man were g u i l t y  then  he should be 
punished f o r  having done it. I d i d n ' t  feel- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  this was- 
then you f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  s t o r y  was n o t  a c o r r e c t  r e p o r t i n g  
of the  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  needed t o  be a l o t  of explanat ion  
before t h i s  man was u n j u s t l y  accused. 

Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e a l l y  g e t  i s  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  
s t r i k e  a chord, an answering chord, something f a m i l i a r  i n  
the  back of your mind t h a t  t h i s  was an event  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
happened, t h e  way it was repor ted .  

A. Not from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I knew anything about 
it, t h a t  it rang a b e l l  t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  on such and 
such a day I heard some ind iv idua l s .  

Q . Did you hear  a rumor somewhere t h a t  t h i s  could 
have happened i n  t h e  America1 Division? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t  hear  any rumors t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
F i r s t  I heard about it from an ind iv idua l ,  as  I say Major 
KEATING. 

Q . And t h a t  w a s  t he  f i r s t  i n k l i n g  you had t h a t  t h i s  
could poss ib ly  be t r u e ?  

A. No, I would n o t  r u l e  ou t  t h a t  it could be t r u e .  

Q We're r a t i o n a l  human beings,  we know t h a t  th is - 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You ask me t o  make the  assumption 
t h a t  it w a s  t r u e .  Under those  circumstances then I say the  
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man shou ld  be punished.  But I d i d n ' t  have any g r e a t  f e e l i n g  
of remorse t h a t  ou r  country  had been c a s t r a t e d ,  3ecause some 
l i e u t e n a n t  had k i l l e d  a bunch of Vietnamese. Although I 
f e e l  it w a s  r i g h t ,  i f  i t  were t r u e ,  if it is t r u e .  I know 
f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  g e t  k i l l e d  i n  combat. I ' v e  s een  
a couple  of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  through e r r o r .  

COL PATTERSON: You say you 've  seen  a couple  of  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What type  of report--was t h i s  when you were i n  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . What type  o r  repor t  was zendered? 

A. When I say c i v i l i a n s - 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s .  

A. Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  t h a t  a r e  black-pajama types  
t h a t  r a n  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  approached and t r i e d  t o  seek  o u t  
cover .  

Q Did you s e e  any women? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I s a w  a woman k i l l e d .  

Q Young c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No young c h i l d r e n ,  no, s i r .  

a . Old men, o l d e r  t h a n  mi l i t a ry -age  Vietnamese males? 
L e t  m e  r eph rase  it. Someone t h a t  i n  your  mind d i d  n o t  appear  
t o  be a bona f i d e  VC? 

A. No, no i n t e n t i o n a l  murdering of i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  cou ld  be c l a s s i f i e d - 
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n t e n t i o n a l  o r  un in ten t iona l .  

J u s t  whether o r  n o t  i n  your mind you saw dead Vietnamese t h a t  

i n  your mind you assumed o r  thought a t  t h e  time t h a t  they w e r e  

n o t  bona f i d e  V i e t  Cong. 


A. I saw a woman k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h i s  beach 
who was s h o t  by a doorgunner because she ran  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
south of An Loc).  She was swimming, go t  ou t  of t h e  water ,  
and r a n ,  and t h e  doorgunner k i l l e d  he r ,  s h o t  he r  up, s h o t  
he r  l e g  up and h e r  a r m .  

There were recon zones south of Tien Phuoc which 
is  i n  the  198th AO. And I had been with them f l y i n g  as " p e t e r  
p i l o t "  t h a t  i s ,  n o t  as an a i r c r a f t  commander, when males c l a d  
i n  pajamas who evaded, ran f o r  cover were s h o t  a t .  I d o n ' t  
know whether they were k i l l e d .  I j u s t  know they were s h o t  a t .  
A s  the  aero-scouts approached wi th  a low recon chopper and 
then two choppers behind t h a t ,  two gunships and a s l i c k  t h a t  
i f  t hese  people evaded they were s h o t  a t .  This w a s  i n  a non-
f r i e n d l y  a rea .  I n  o t h e r  words, it was way back o u t  i n  t h e  
boondocks which was known VC t e r r i t o r y ,  because they  l i v e  
t h e r e .  I t  was known t h a t  they operated i n  the  a r e a .  I t  w a s  
known t h a t  they had access t o  the  a rea .  

Q Was a r e p o r t  made . of t h i s  o r  e i t h e r  of these  two 
inc iden t s?  

A. Yes, they were r epor ted ,  yes ,  s ir .  A s  t o  how they 
were c l a s s i f i e d  I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  the  female w a s  r epor ted  
as  one female wounded, and t h i s  was submitted t o  d i v i s i o n  head
q u a r t e r s ,  bu t  t h i s  was not  during t h i s  time frame, t h i s  was 
l a t e r  on. 

Q Was any requirement f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no, sir. 

Q Do you know of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of c i v i l i a n ,  
Vietnamese n a t i o n a l  o r  anybody c l a s s i f i e d  as  a noncombatant 
c i v i l i a n ,  any r e p o r t s ?  
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A. There were i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  were run ,  There was 
' 

a couple  of sampans t h a t  were s h o t  up and an i n v d s t i g a t i o n  w a s  
conducted t o  t r y  t o  a s c e r t a - i n ,  they  knew th.at  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
who d i d  t h e  s h o o t i n g  was r e p o r t e d  by t h e  Vietnamese t o  have 
a r e d  helmet  on, And we r a n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  
any i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  a r e d  helmet .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  him. But 
t h e r e  were a s  I remember two o r  t h r e e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  were 
r u n  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  who f i r e d  from h e l i c o p t e r s  a t  
people  on t h e  ground, who had wounded innocen t  c i v i l i a n s .  

MR MACCRATE: Capta in  RECTOR, we  've  t aken  you through q u i t e  
an e x e r c i s e  i n  h e l p i n g  us wi th  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of air
c r a f t  and we ' r e  very  g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  coming i n  today.  
Excuse me--Major RECTOR. I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  you 'd  
l i k e  t o  ask of us o r  any s t a t e m e n t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  make f o r  
t h e  r e c o r d  o r  any sugges t ions  as  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  avenues t h a t  
we  might pursue  i n  g e t t i n g  o u t ,  as w e  a r e  a t t empt ing  t o  do, 
a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w e  would wel- 
come them r i g h t  now. 

A. W e l l ,  it seems t h a t  most of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
w e r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  me were, as  you say t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
which h e l i c o p t e r s  were Involved,  Formal r e p o r t s  i n  a com
b a t  s i t u a t i o n  down a t  t h i s  l e v e l  were minimal from a p o i n t  
of view of o p e r a t i o n s .  The many, many changes t h a t  t a k e  
p l a c e  would r e q u i r e  a man t o  s i t  and w r i t e  a l l  day long i f  
he k e p t  up w i t h  t h e  changes t h a t  took p l a c e  a s  f a r  as  h e l i 
c o p t e r  a l l o c a t i o n s .  The on ly  way I could t h i n k  of t o  ascer 
t a i n  which h e l i c o p t e r s  were involved  i s  t o  f i n d  o u t  who 
w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  u n i t ,  who was p r e s e n t  f o r  duty du r ing  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime and go from t h e r e ,  which would be  an 
a s t ronomica l  problem I r e a l i z e .  

Q You have no th ing  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your  mind from 
your hour s  back i n  t h e  TOC, back i n  t h i s  t ime frame t h a t  
sugges ted  t o  you i n  any way t h a t  an unusual  occur rance  had 
t aken  p l a c e  a t  My L a i  or .  . the'  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i n  March of  1 9 6 8 ,  
o r  t h a t  any subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were proceeding w i t h i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. No, s i r  I w a s  n o t  informed, I do n o t  remember any 
i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  na tu re .  A s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  Colonel HOLLADAY 
d i d  n o t  always d i scuss  wi th  me a l l  of t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  t h a t  
were going on down a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  which w a s  phys ica l ly  re
moved from the  d i v i s i o n  TOC. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  thank you very much. We' 11 r e c e s s  a t  
t h i s  t ime, 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  2015 hours ,  28 January ' 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: REUTNER, James A. CP T 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 January  1970 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Gunship P i l o t ,  Company B ,  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  America1 Div i s ion .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  any b r i e f i n g  on 15  March. 

2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 ( 4 ) . 
Capta in  REUTNER f lew 3 . 1  hours  on 16 March 1968 

a s  c o p i l o t  i n  a UH-1B gunship (pg. 3 )  . The w i t n e s s  
remembered making a gunrun i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  H i l l  85. 
The i n f a n t r y  o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  123d was i n s e r t e d  a f t e r  mor ta r  
tubes  were s p o t t e d  on H i l l  85. However, a f t e r  i n s e r t i o n ,  
it w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were on ly  enemy mor ta r  rounds 
and n o t  mor tar  tubes  on H i l l  85 (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  remembered 
t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  on H i l l  85 (pg. 1 7 ) .  
REUTNER d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l e d  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 
land ing  t o  p i c k  up some k i d s  (pg.  1 9 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  a gunship  landed t w i c e  and then  f l ew t o  t h e  southwest  
(pg. 20) . However, he  was n o t  s u r e  i f  he  saw Warrant 
O f f i c e r  MILLIANS l a n d ,  o r  i f  h e  on ly  heard  a b o u t  it (pg .21) .  
H e  saw a few bod ies  on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  comes o u t  o f  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of My ~ a i  ( 4 )  , and f o u r  t o  s i x  bod ies  
a d j a c e n t  t o  Highway 521. H e  assumed t h a t  t h e  pe r sons  a long 
521 had been k i l l e d  by t h e  Sharks ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  h e  d i d  n o t  
know how they  were k i l l e d  (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  
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3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

REUTNER r e c a l l e d  some of the p i l o t s  t a l k i n g  w i t h  
Major WATKE about  t h e  bodies  a f te rwards .  H e  had no 
knowledge of a r e p o r t  being made t o  anyone o t h e r  than  
WATKE, b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  L ieu tenan t  Colonel HOLLADAY 
was informed (pg. 25) .  H e  never heard  anything about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 25 ) .  Although t h e  w i tne s s  f e l t  t h a t  
what occurred i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  r equ i r ed  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he 
d id  no t  say  anything because h e  had r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  i n  
Vietnam and h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  WATKE would t a k e  a c t i o n  even 
i f  he d i d  complain (pg. 28) .  REUTNER never t a l k e d  wi th  
Colonel HENDERSON o r  a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r ,  nor  d i d  he make 
a s ta tement  a s  p a r t  of an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  
d id  n o t  know anyone who gave a s t a tement  (pg. 26) .  

4.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

REUTNER had t a l k e d  wi th  no one from t h e  America1 
Divis ion about  t h e  16 March 1968 My Lai  ope ra t i on .  
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E X I I I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER 

P - 4 5  

Map 6739 I1 

DESCRIPTION 

Oblique Photo 

IOriented the wit. 

NOTES -
'Wit identitied . 

My Lai ( 4 ) .  

1 4 

PAGES 

4 , 5  

MAP-5 Map 6739 I1 (small sca1e)Oriented the wit. 5 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1520 h o u r s ,  30 January 
1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC 
PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Capta in  REUTNER. 

(CPT REUTNER was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

PATTERSON : Capta in ,  a r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counsel?  

A. No. 

Q P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, b ranch  of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Cap ta in  James Alan REUTNER, U.S. Army, 
1 4 t h  Armored Cavalry  Regiment, A i r  Cav Troop, APO 09146. 

Q Have you been shown E x h i b i t  M - 8 1 ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
w i t n e s s e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have.  


Q Did you r ead  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  the reon?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  what t h a t  
s a i d ?  

A. No. 

Q . Do you unders tand t h e  purposes  of t h e  i n v e s t i 
g a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you unders tand t h e  o r d e r  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
t es t imony e x c e p t  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
or  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body? 
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A. Tha t  's a f f i r m a t i v e .  

Q. Do you unders tand  your  r i g h t s  t o  counse l ,  and 
r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. . Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  
whatsoever? 

A. Not r i g h t  now. No. 

Q Would you s t a t e  your  u n i t  of  ass ignment  on 16 
March 1968? 

A. On 1 6  March I w a s  a s s igned  t o  Company B o f  t h e  
123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion ,  Chu L a i ,  South 
Vietnam. 

Q- And what w a s  t h e  t y p e  o f  miss ion o f  Company B 
o f  t h e  123d du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime? 

A. During t h a t  p e r i o d  of t ime it w a s  reconna issance .  

Q Reconnaissance i n  aero-scout  t ype  t a c t i c s ?  

A. That  i s  r i g h t .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  name? 

A. I t  was c a l l e d  t h e  aero-scouts  and l a t e r  named t h e  
Warlords. 

Q. Do you know who your  company comrnagder w a s  on 1 6  
March? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You were a s s i g n e d  t o  what p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  Company 
B? What s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i d  you do ,  how were you a s s igned  and 
t o  what p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I w a s  a s e c t i o n  l e a d e r .  

Q.  Of what? 
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A. Of t h e  gun s e c t i o n .  

Q. The gun s e c t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n s t  remember. 


Q- Did you f l y  on 16 March 1968? 


A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d .  


Q How do you know t h a t ?  


A .  I checked back on my f l i g h t  r e c o r d s .  


Q And i t  i s  what form? 


9. How much t ime on 16 March? 

A. 3.1 hours .  


Q I n  what model a i r c r a f t ?  


Q Remember Te t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Have you t a l k e d  w i t h  any i n d i v i d u a l  a s s igned  t o  
t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  o r  any s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t  t h e r e i n ,  w i t h  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  and 18 March 1968 
s i n c e  you l e f t  Vietnam, o t h e r  t han  t h e  C I D  a g e n t s  t h a t  i n t e r 
viewed you r e c e n t l y ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q You have made no c o n t a c t  w i t h  anyone t h a t  was i n  
t h e  u n i t ?  

A. That  ' s a f  f i r m a t i v e  . 

Q When w e r e  you a s s igned  t o  Company B o f  t h e  123d? 


A. I t h i n k  on 1 5  February ,  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  maybe it 

3 APP T-280 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


was t h e  12 th .  I t  was i n  t h e  middle of February.  I ' d  have 
t o  look a t  my reco rds .  

Q How long  were you w i t h  Company B o f  t h e  123d? 

A. I was wi th  them u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of June I 
t h i n k ,  t hen  I got  i n f u s e d  i n t o  F Troop of t h e  8 th  Cav. 

Q. Where was F Troop of t h e  8th Cav l o c a t e d ?  

A .  Right down t h e  s t reet  about 1 0 0  meters. 

Q. Is t h a t  a ground u n i t ?  

A .  No, sir.  T h a t ' s  a i r  c a v a l r y ,  1/1. 

Q. Then you had been i n  count ry ,  I assume from t h e  
middle p a r t  of  February about 1month a s  of 16 March 1968? 

A .  S i r ,  I had been i n  t h e  123d approximately 1 month, 
b u t  I came i n  country 3 February.  I was i n  t h e  90th Replace 
ment. 

Q Did you g e t  a check-out when you a r r i v e d  i n  B 
Company, 1 23d? 

A .  What do you cons ider  a check-out? 

Q To f l y  t h e  model h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  you w e r e  ass ign 
e d  t o  f l y .  

A .  I flew around t h e  p a t t e r n  a couple t i m e s .  

Q With an IP? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  h e  was on o r d e r s  a s  an I P  o r  n o t .  

Q. Did you f e e l  you w e r e  p r o f i c i e n t ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  say  I was pro 
f i c i e n t  enough when I l e f t  f l i g h t  school .  

Q. How about 1 6  March 1968? 

A. L e t ' s  say  I was on my way. I had 30 o r  40 hours  
by t h e n ,  combat t i m e .  
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Q. 	 Were you an a i r c r a f t  commander? 

A. Negat ive .  


Q Do you r e c a l l  who you f lew wi th  on 16 March 1968? 

,

A. 	 Negat ive .  

Q. 	 When w a s  your f i r s t  miss ion? 

A.  Well my f i r s t  miss ion w a s ,  I t h i n k  on 1 5  o r  16 

February,  f i r s t  combat miss ion .  


Q 	 Did you f i r e  your weapons a t  t h a t  t ime? 


T h a t ' s  a f f i r m .  


Q. 	 You r e c a l l  t h a t  d o n ' t  you? 


Yes. I had t o  g e t  checked o u t .  


Q 	 When was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  you k i l l e d  a human being? 

A. 	 Could have been on t h a t  f i r s t  day. 

Q- I n  t h a t  you p o s i t i v e l y  know and remember s e e i n g  
him dead? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  k i l l i n g  your  f i r s t  human be ing ,  
p o s i t i v e l y ?  

A .  Well,  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  any
body drop.  

Q From your weapons, t h e  weapons t h a t  you p u l l e d  

t h e  t r i g g e r  on? 


A. 	 That  I s  a f f i r m .  

Q How many hours  d i d  you f l y  i n  Vietnam, Capta in  

REUTNER? 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  a b r i e f i n g  on 1 5  March 
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  t o  be  conducted by Task Force  
Barker ,  a combat a s s a u l t ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of P i n k v i l l e ,  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March? 

A.  On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  15  March? No, I d o n ' t .  

Q What day do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  a b r i e f i n g  on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  Well,  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v i n g  a 
b r i e f i n g  because I was new t h e n ,  a " p e t e r  p i l o t " .  Sometimes 
w e  had a b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  morning and sometimes t h e  day b e f o r e  
if we had p r i o r  knowledge we were going on an o p e r a t i o n .  A s  
far  a s  t h a t  day I d o n ' t  know. I might have;  I might n o t  have.  
I don' t r e c a l l .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a 1:25,000 map of  t h e  opera 
t i o n a l  a r e a  o f  Task Force Barker  on 16 March 1968. id you 
use  a map l i k e  t h i s  o r  d i d  you use  a 1:50,000 map? 

A.  We used b o t h ,  sir. 

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  map a s  f a r  as t h e  
s c a l e  i s  concerned,  o r  would you r e f e r  a 1:50,000? 

A. I would p r e f e r  bo th  o f  them. 

Q- These maps are E x h i b i t  MAP-4 and MAP-5. 

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on MAPS-4 
and 5 )  

Do you f e e l  you a r e  o r i e n t a t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  on 
t h a t  map now, t h e  1:25,000? I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you an o b l i q u e  
photograph of My L a i  (4), t aken  from 1000 o r  1500 f e e t .  Can 
you o r i e n t  y o u r s e l f  on t h a t  photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-45) and 
t h a t  map? 

A .  Oh, I imagine I could.  

Q Where i s  t h a t  photograph taken?  

A. Well, i t ' s  t a k e n  r i g h t  from t h e  wes t  l ook ing  
east a c r o s s  My L a i .  Here you can s e e  t h i s  l i t t l e  "bippy 
doo" i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  and of  cou r se  85 would be  o f f  t o  t h e  
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upper r igh t -hand  co rne r .  

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  as b e i n g  My La i  ( 4 )  w i th  
a map comparison? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you ano the r  photograph ( E x h i b i t  
P-1) ,  a v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph.  The s c a l e ,  1 inch  e q u a l s  
about  85 meters, o r  an inch  and a q u a r t e r  i s  100 meters .  You 
w i l l  n o t i c e  h e r e  t h e  d i s t a n c e  from My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  521 due s o u t h  
would b e  how many meters ,  300 meters, 400 meters?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r  t h a t  would be  a rough e s t i m a t e  h e r e .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  H i l l  85 n e a r  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
p i c t u r e ,  a good k i lome te r .  Do you r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
a miss ion i n  and around t h i s  a r e a  on 16 March? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  16 March, b u t  I do r e c a l l  a miss ion 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  by t h e  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  on t h a t  map t h a t  has  been 
p o i n t e d  o u t .  

Q L e t  me g ive  you a few f a c t s  t h a t  w e  b e l i e v e  t o  be 
t r u e  based on t h e  evidence d e r i v e d  from t h e  tes t imony and 
s o  on. About 0720 i n  t h e  morning a combat a s s a u l t  was con
duc ted  by Task Force  Barker t o  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ,  i n  t h e  open a r e a  immediately t o  t h e  w e s t .  The LZ i s  
thought  t o  b e  g e n e r a l l y  1 0 0  mete rs  w e s t .  The a r t i l l e r y  was 
f i r e d  o u t  of one of t h e  f i r e  suppor t  b a s e s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
b e i n g  a t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and from 
where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  was coming t h a t  day? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q I t  was coming o u t  of LZ Up t igh t  about  a 3-to-5 
minute p r e p ,  and t h e  touchdown was a t  about 0730 hour s ,  from 
sou th  t o  n o r t h  g e n e r a l l y ,  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai R ive r ,  and maybe 
a l i t t l e  n o r t h ,  and t u r n i n g  n o r t h  j u s t  t o  t h e  wes t  edge of  
H i l l  85. You can probably remember H i l l  85 because of t h e  
t e r r a i n .  It probably  was q u i t e  a p r e t t y  l a r g e  l i f t  and f o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  p robably  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  miss ions  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  had been a p a r t  o f .  Do you r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  e v e n t s  
t h u s  f a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  much of it, b u t  I do remember 
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t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day w e  g o t  c a l l e d  o u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
I t h i n k  around 0800 o r  0830, t h a t  t hey  had a c o n t a c t  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  

Q. We have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  aero-scouts  were 
on s t a t i o n  a l i t t l e  p a s t  0730, a l i t t l e  l a t e  g e t t i n g  t o  
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  which was t o  be sou th  of  521. I t  was 
t o  be  a - s c r e e n i n g  miss ion and t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f l a n k  
of Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i n g  t o  t h e  w e s t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
Do you r e c a l l  be ing  l a t e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  l a t e ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  
t h e  H-23 was l a t e  g e t t i n g  on s t a t i o n ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y .  
I t  might n o t  b e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Soon a f t e r  touchdown t h e r e  were some i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  occu r red  i n  t h e  area. The Sharks  found some t a r g e t s ,  
and t h e  Warlords found some t a r g e t s .  Timewise w e  f e e l ,  and 
accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  t h i s  w a s  approximately 0740 hour s  i n  
t h e  morning. Do you r e c a l l  engaging any t a r g e t s  a t  t h i s  hour  
i n  t h e  day? 

L n  
A. I r e c a l l  engaging a t a r g e t  around 0830 o r  0815. c-9 

We might have had two teams up t h a t  day,  a t o t a l  of  s i x  a i r 
c r a f t ;  two gunships and a 23,  and t h e  same a i r c r a f t  manning 
a second team o r  a r e l i e f  team. A s  I r e c a l l ,  w e  were c a l l e d  F-
o u t  t h e r e  l a t e r  on,  a f t e r  0800. There was a company i n  con
t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Sharks  about down h e r e .  I remember now a u n i t  
from t h e  197th  o r  t h e  196th  because t h e i r  u n i t  was sou th  o f  
Chu La i .  I d o n ' t  remember which way it was. We were c a l l e d  
o u t  and t h e  23 came o u t  because w e  w e r e n ' t  a b l e  t o .  

Q- Well,  t h i s  was a preplanned o p e r a t i o n  a s  f a r  as your  
company was concernec.? There w a s .  no c a l l  o u t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  any combat. I t  was a p rep lanned  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  i t  was o r  n o t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember l and ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w e s t  o f  
My Lai?  

A. T h a t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember f i r i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s .  I do. 

8 APP T-280 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q • Can you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph where 
you f i r e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  W e  h i t  t h e  t r e e l i n e  j u s t  sou th  of 521, where 
t h a t  one l i t t l e  t r a i l  comes i n .  There was once a long  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and up t o  and l e t ' s  s a y  about ,  w e l l  
300 meters  wes t  of My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  t h e  road.  

Q- What were you s h o o t i n g  a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  we c a l l e d  t h e  ground c o o r d i n a t e s ,  t h e  pe r 
son o p e r a t i n g  t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h a t  p a r i c u l a r  t i m e ,  and asked i f  
he  had any t a r g e t s  f o r  us .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  conver 
s a t i o n .  I j u s t  remember s h o o t i n g  up t h e  t r e e l i n e  o u t  t o  t h e  
s o u t h ,  w e l l ,  it v a r i e s  25 o r  50 meters sou th  of Highway 521. 

Q How f a r  i s  t h a t  a r e a  sou th  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  looks  t o  be  abou t ,  I ' d  s a y ,  about  200 me te r s ,  
150 me te r s ,  w e l l ,  w a i t  a  minute ,  about  250. 

Q- That doesn '  t q u i t e  ag ree  w i t h  what w e  have hea rd ,  
and maybe w e  can pursue it a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  s e e  i f  we can 
s o r t  it o u t .  W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  Sharks  engaged a  
couple  VC n o r t h  of  My L a i ,  a l o t  o f  commotion up t h e r e .  That  
was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  went i n ,  and r i g h t  a f t e r  t hey  engag
ed  t h a t  one,  t h e y  found a Vietnamese boy i n  t h a t  a r e a .  About 
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  S k e e t e r  found what h e  c a l l e d  a "d ink , "  
Vietnamese o r  two, somewhere over  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge of  H i l l  
85. Warlords engaged t h a t  t a r g e t  and approximately  t h e  same 
t ime t h e  Sharks  were engaging i t s  t a r g e t  South of 521, 
50 t o  75 m e t e r s  t h e r e  j u s t  due sou th  of  My La i  ( 4 )  . There 
w a s  some confus ion  t o  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  as t o  where t h e  Sharks  
were going t o  b e  and where t h e  Warlords were going t o  be .  Do 
you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  Now t h a t  you mention i t ,  we might have made a  
couple  of pas ses  where t h e  S k e e t e r  supposedly s p o t t e d  t h e  
"d ink"  a t  H i l l  85 ,  b u t  I a l s o  r e c a l l  making gunruns.  The re ' s  
a t r a i l  t h a t  comes o u t  of  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  My L a i  
v i l l a g e .  

Q- A t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  because we were hav ing  t r o u b l e  making o u r  
gunruns and I think--about  them f i r i n g  n o r t h  and sou th  wh i l e  
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w e  were around t h e  h i l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember--very ske t chy .  

Q - W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  gunruns f o r  t h e  
Warlords were from t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  t h e  sou thwes t ,  and t h e y  
w e r e  f i r i n g  p a s s e s ,  gunruns a s  you c a l l  them, which means 
y o u ' r e  on a descending t u r n ,  f i r i n g  t h e  main ordnance system 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  They were concerned some of your  rounds 
might s t r a y  over  t o  where t hey  were. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r  it d o e s n ' t  mean any th ing  t o  you? 

A. Not where t h e  Sharks  were. I t h i n k  they  were up 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e r e .  

a .  Do you r e c a l l  making a gunrun i n  t h e r e  on 16 
March? 

A. Not on 16 March, no. 

Q A f t e r  t h i s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  problem, Warlord Alpha 
l e a d ,  M r .  BAKER, dec ided  t o  c a l l  o f f  t h e  gunrun and t h e  
Sharks  were supposed t o  s t a y  n o r t h  and t h e  Warlords sou th  o f  
521 t o  p reven t  any mida i r  and coo rd ina t ion  problem. But a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  a f t e r  t hey  c a l l e d  o f f  t h e i r  gunrun, more over  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  H i l l  85--anything dawn on you y e t ?  

A. Well,  I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I w a s  
f l y i n g  w i t h  M r .  Baker. Maybe I was. I was f l y i n g  wi th  l e a d  
t h a t  day. 

Q A 1 1  I want i s - - i f  any th ing  I s a y  f i t s  back and you 
r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  j u s t  s a y  so .  

A .  I do remember we had a c o o r d i n a t i o n  problem w i t h  
t h e  Sharks and ou r  team. I remember h e a r i n g  it. 

Q On t h e  r a d i o ?  

A.  Y e s .  I do remember w e  l e f t  t h e  a r e a ;  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  w e  broke s t a t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q When you were making your  gunruns you would 
have had t o  have flown o v e r  H i l l  85 and it would have been 
dangerous t o  l a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  I w a s n ' t  a i r c r a f t  comm.ander, I was a " p e t e r  
p i l o t . ' '  I was l e a r n i n g  t o  f i r e  and looking  a t  i n s t rumen t s .  
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Q - What w e r e  you f i r i n g ?  

A. The M-5 system, 40 m i l l i m e t e r  grenades.  

9- Where were you f i r i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  mostly i n  t h e  f i e l d  south  of  H i l l  85. 

Q - Did you s e e  any people  on t h e  road.  

A.  Bodies,  w e l l  i f  t hey  w e r e  l a y i n g  down, I d o n ' t  
g e t  i n  t h a t  c l o s e .  

Q. Did you s e e  they  had been s h o t  o r  a r e  you making 
an assumption,  Captain? Did you s e e  they  were s h o t ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  see they  had been s h o t .  

Q. Could they  have been h id ing?  

A. No, not  t h e  way they  were l y i n g .  I t h i n k  I saw 
two o r  t h r e e ,  where they came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  south 
e a s t  co rne r  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  where it i n t e r s e c t s  521. I d o n ' t  
remember, it might have been t h e r e  and it might have been 
f a r t h e r  south .  

Q What t ime was t h i s  now? Think. 

A .  About 0830, I t h i n k ,  a f t e r  w e  w e r e  on s t a t i o n  f o r  
35 o r  40 minutes.  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  123d engaged t h e i r  
t a r g e t s  on H i l l  85 a t  0750 hours  i n  t h e  morning. Do you re
c a l l  any of t h i s  o r  a r e  you j u s t  k ind  of--do you have any re
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  could t h i s  be t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  re
c a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  c l o s e ,  it might have been 0750. 

Q - I see. 

A. I might have been on t h e  B team. I c a n ' t  remember 
if I was on A team o r  B team, o r  even i f  we had two teams up. 

Q. The f i r i n g  passes  we b e l i e v e ,  according t o  documen
t a r y  ev idence ,  occurred somewhere. The k i l l i n g s  were claimed 
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a t  0750, which means t h e  f i r i n g  pas ses  by t h e  Warlords were 
made p r i o r  t o  0750. A t  any r a t e ,  by t h i s  t ime i n  t h e  morn
i n g  a second l i f t  a r r i v e d  and s e t  down i n  t h e  a r e a  wes t  o f  
My L a i .  W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  about  0750 
i n  t h e  morning, you had made your  f i r i n g  p a s s e s ,  completed 
them, and were f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t .  This  was 20 minutes be 
f o r e  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  begun. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  
second l i f t  l and?  

A. I r e c a l l  a second l i f t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what 
t ime  it was, o r  where we p u t  them i n .  I t h i n k  we might have 
covered them, i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  second l i f t  wes t  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  wes t  o r  where. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a l o t  o f  smoke popping t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of My La i  (4), o r  t o  t h e  sou th  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  smoke b e i n g  
l a y e d  i n  a r e a s ,  i n c e n d i a r y  c o l o r s  marking t h e  p o s i t i o n s  where 
t h e  Sharks  engaged? 

A.  No, s i r .  I s a w  some smoke popped over  t h e r e .  

Q About t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  was some t a l k  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  
about  a l o t  of  people  down t h e r e  on 521 moving o f f  t o  t h e  
southwest .  The word came i n  t h a t  t hey  wanted t h e  Warlords t o  
run  a long  521 and g e t  a S k e e t e r  t o  k ind  of  s e p a r a t e  and seg 
r e g a t e  a coup le ,  two o r  t h r e e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. Not t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  were a l o t  
of  people  moving t o  t h e  southwest  a long  521. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Warlords t o  s e g r e g a t e
anyone down t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  h e  might have flown up and down, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  h e  s topped  and picked up anybody o r  s ea rch 
e d  them. 

Q Well,  M r .  THOMPSON i n d i c a t e s  t o  you he  was f l y i n g
t h e  Skee t e r .  H e  hovered down low. There was a C&C s h i p  i n 
t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  people .  The C&C s h i p  thought  t h e y  saw 
f o u r  mi l i t a ry -age  males i n  t h i s  group o f  people  and M r .  THOMP
SON was t r y i n g  t o  s e g r e g a t e  o u t  t h e s e  f o u r .  Does t h a t  r i n g  
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any b e l l s ?  

A. No, s ir .  It d o e s n ' t .  

Q H e  g o t  down r e a l  low and f i r e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  them, 
and f i n a l l y  g o t  a couple  t o  s t o p ,  two o f  them. Do you re
c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q The gunships  probably could have been cove r ing ,
and had you been t h e r e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime ,  you would have 
recognized  t h a t  t h e  C&C s h i p  came down wh i l e  THOMPSON was 
g e t t i n g  them t h e r e .  The C&C s h i p  came i n  and p icked  them up 
and p u t  them aboard t h e  C&C s h i p .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d 
' ent?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q A l l  t h i s  occu r red  around 0815 o r  0820 i n  t h e  morn
i n g  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  tes t imony.  About t h i s  t ime t h e  second 
LZ w a s  p lanned and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  commenced. The sec 
ond r i f l e  company was going t o  be i n s e r t e d .  Do you r e c a l l  
t h e  second LZ t h i s  morning? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q The second LZ was g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t o  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  P i n k v i l l e  p r o p e r ,  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was be 
i n g  f i r e d  o u t  o f  Upt igh t .  The a r t i l l e r y  began about  0815 i n  
t h e  morning and had a problem g e t t i n g  t h o s e  s l i c k s  i n  t h e r e .  
Do you remember anyth ing  about t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q The a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  s h u t  o f f  i n  t ime .  The n i n e  
s l i c k s  from s h o r t  f i n a l  had t o  make a go-around. They made 
a go-around o u t  ove r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and o u t  over  t h e  pen insu la  
and made a n o t h e r  approach and p u t  them on t h e  ground. A 
second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ was complete a t  0827 accord ing  t o  t h e  
log .  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any p a r t  of  t h e  l i f t ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q Right  about  t h i s  t ime ,  r i g h t  wh i l e  t h e  l i f t  was 
going on,  t h e r e  w a s  some a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  t h e  two people  were 
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p icked up by t h e  C&C. The S k e e t e r  saw something e l s e  s o u t h ,  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  H i l l  85. Do you r e c a l l  what it w a s .  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. H e  thought  h e  saw somebody, s o  h e  i n s e r t e d  t h e  
"animals"  which were a t  t h i s  t ime o r b i t i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  gen
e r a l l y  o v e r  t h e  area o f  t h e  Quang Ngai R ive r ,  l e d  by Cap
tain MOE. 

A. Y e s ,  Capta in  MOE. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h e  l and ing  o f  t h e  "animals"  on H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember it. 


Q =  T e l l  me' what you remember about i t ?  


A. The on ly  t h i n g  I remember i s  we had t h e  Skee t e r .  
I d o n ' t  remember what miss ion  o r  what day,  b u t  I do remember 
him f l y i n g  around H i l l  85. H e  w a s  s ay ing  he  had something 
t h a t  looked l i k e  mor ta r  t u b e s .  I n  f a c t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  
it was t h a t  day,  w e  came back t h e  n e x t  day and i n s e r t e d  o u r  
"an imals , "  and secu red  o u r  h i l l  t o p .  

Q Do you remember e s c o r t i n g  t h e  "animals" i n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I would have t o  assume t h a t  w e  d i d .  


Q Do you remember i t ?  


A .  Y e s ,  sir.  


Q Do you remember any th ing  unusual  happening? 


A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  they  hea rd  they  were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  
from t h e  sou thwes t  s i d e .  

Q. Southwest  o r  s o u t h e a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember which s i d e  it w a s .  

Q Do you remember engaging? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q- Main armament s y stem? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what I was f i r i n g .  

Q . Did you f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  I was going i n ,  I must have f i r e d .  

Q. Do you remember f i r i n g ,  Capta in  REUTNER? 

A. Do I r e c a l l ?  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember how many s l i c k s  were involved  
i n  t h e  "animal"  i n s e r t i o n ?  

A.  I ' d  have t o  s ay  two. 

Q- Why? 

A. W a i t  a minute h e r e ,  l e t  m e  t h i n k  about  t h a t  a 
second. We u s u a l l y  on ly  had one s l i c k .  However, they  might 
have had t h e  o t h e r  s l i c k  come down and made two t r i p s ,  may
be it w a s  one s l i c k  and on ly  p u t  h a l f  t h e  "animals"  i n .  

a.  W e l l ,  Captain  MOE thought  it was t h r e e  s l i c k s .  
H e  was f l y i n g  l e a d  s l i c k  and i n d i c a t e s  h e  had a b i t  of a 
problem and c o u l d n ' t  g e t  h i s  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground w i t h  two 
s l i c k s  beh ind  him, does t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A. Now t h a t  you mention i t ,  y e s .  

Q T e l l  me about it. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember what h i s  problem w a s ,  h e  was 
s t i l l  q u i t e  new i n  coun t ry ,  a s  I r e c a l l  h e  was a f i x e d  wing 
d r i v e r  and went t o  t h e  "Q" c o u r s e  and had 50 hour s .  

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I recall  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w e l l .  I do remember him 
making a go-around and t h e  o t h e r  ones  going i n ,  I t h i n k  t h e  
o t h e r  was named M r .  STAMOS. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  f i r i n g  now? 

A .  Oh, I d o n ' t  remember what I s h o t .  
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Q. Were you f i r i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o r  l e f t  s i d e  
o f  H i l l  85? 

A. Damn, you make t h i n g s  tough ,  don' t you? 

Q b  
 W e l l ,  I ' m  a t t empt ing  t o  make you r e c a l l  and g iv 
i n g  you in fo rma t ion  t o  s e e  i f  i n  f a c t  it d i d  happen and i f  
you do r e c a l l .  I f  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  j u s t  s a y  s o ,  t h e  f a c t s  
are what w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t .  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember what s i d e  it w a s ,  I do r e c a l l  
f i r i n g  though. I remember s e e i n g  t r a c e r s .  

Q Do you remember what you were f i r i n g  a t ?  

A .  Well, w e  were f i r i n g  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i l l  
t h a t  l e d  up t o  t h e  t o p .  

Were you making a r i g h t  f l ank  and f i r i n g  n o r t h  
s o u t h ,  o r  s o u t h  t o  n o r t h  o r  what? 

A. I think--pases  were made t o  t h e  north- 

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d i d  a 360 on t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
h i l l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. This  t i m e  was about  0830. Do you recal l ,  t h i s  
day,  do you r e c a l l  f i r i n g  over  t h e r e  on t h i s  h i l l ,  which 
was 1 6  March. Do you remember whether  you had been on s t a t i o n  
very long  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  we w e r e  on s t a t i o n  any 
l e n g t h  of  t i m e .  

Q Do you remember needing f u e l  o r  t h i n k i n g  about  
f u e l  a f t e r  t h e  "an imals"  were on t h e  ground? 

A .  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  on 
t h e  r a d i o  between any o f  t h e  o t h e r  e lements  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  on t h a t  day t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h i s  H i l l  85 escapade? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  
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Q The same day t h a t  you r e c a l l  p u t t i n g  t h e  animals  
on H i l l  85,  i s  t h a t  t h e  same day you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  people  
on 521? 

A .  No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  s a y .  


Q Was i t  t h e  same day you made your  p a s s e s ?  


A.  It could  have been.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any requi rements  f o r  d u s t o f f ,  o r  
any requi rements  f o r  d u s t o f f  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A .  Y e s .  I t h i n k  I remember a d u s t o f f .  I d o n ' t  
remember what t i m e ,  where h e  l anded ,  how many people  h e  
p i cked  up. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  it, o r  cover ing  i t ,  o r  
anyth ing?  

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e y  found t h e s e  two mor ta r  t ubes  
on H i l l  85? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  mor ta r  t u b e s ,  I t h i n k  it 
w a s  mor ta r  rounds.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  number. The 
number 7 8  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 

Q The l o g  shows i n i t i a l l y  20 rounds of  60 m i l l i 
m e t e r  and l a t e r  4 0  rounds of 60 m i l l i m e t e r .  

A. I t h i n k  i t  was 82, a couple  o f  82 and t h e n  some 
of t h e  60. 

Q. Do you remember how it g o t  o u t  of t h e r e ?  

A .  W e  had an EOD team come i n  and blow them up. 

Q From where? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, maybe Duc Pho. I d o n ' t  re
member. 

Q. Were they  blown i n  p l a c e ?  

(REUTNER) APP T-280 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  exp los ion?  


A .  Yes, s i r .  Y e s ,  i t  des t royed  a l l  t h e  under 
ground bunkers  on t o p  of  t h e  h i l l :  

Q Do you r e c a l l  p u l l i n g  any "animals"  o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

A. No. Maybe w e  made o u r  f i r i n g  p a s s e s  and p u l l e d  
them ou t .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Do you have any i d e a  what t ime  i t  was now? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  going on 
a t  any of  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  any of t h e  o t h e r  e lements?  

A. I remember t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  "animal" 6 .  What t h e  
h e l l  was h i s  name, l i t t l e  s h o r t  guy, b lond h a i r ,  APPLE, 
L ieu tenan t  APPLE, h e  had j u s t  made f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  and 
was r o t a t i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  October?  

Q - Do you remember be ing  concerned w i t h  a i r - t o - a i r  
c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  o r  as f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i th  t h e  
o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. W e  were always concerned w i t h  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  and 
coo rd ina t ion  w a s  always a problem because you d o n ' t  have one 
honcho who runs  t h e  whole show, u n l e s s  t h e  C & C ,  and h e  w a s  
u s u a l l y .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember who t h e  C & C ,  Coyote 6 ,  was? 

A. Coyote r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 6 .  

Q Were your f i r i n g  pas ses  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  521? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  i t  was t h e  same day. 

Q. W e l l  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  521 on t h e  same day? 

A. I-

-
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The day you remember your  f i r i n g  
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p a s s e s  s o u t h  t o  n o r t h  i n  suppor t  of  t h e  "animal" i n s e r t i o n  
t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  do you r e c a l l  your  f i r i n g  p a s s e s  a s  you 
i n d i c a t e d ?  

A. Y e s .  They were about  37 on heading.  

Q - You d o n ' t  know i f  you o v e r  f lew 521 o r  t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  wes t  o r  e a s t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember r e f u e l i n g  o r  going f o r  r e f u e l 
i n g  on t h i s  day? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  about  0850 i n  t h e  
morning Warlord Alpha l e a d ,  BAKER, c a l l e d  over  t h e  a i r  
t o  Coyote 6 ,  Task Force Barker ,  t h a t  w a s  Colonel  BARKER, 
t h a t  t h e v  w e r e  going t o  blow t h e s e  rounds i n  p l a c e .  The 
EOD team-'came o u t  of D o t t i e ,  and it was twenty ,  4 0  m i l l i 
meter  mor ta r  rounds.  Do you remember on t h a t  day you made 
t h e s e  pas ses  and you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  "animals"  i n s e r t e d ,  
and t h e  day o f  t h e  mor ta r  rounds going up, t o  check any of 
t h e  people  anywhere e l s e ,  o r  t h e  S k e e t e r  going up t o  check 
l a r g e  numbers of  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  n o r t h  o f  521 i n  t h e  
My L a i  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  I r e c a l l  us checking it o u t  one day. I 
d o n ' t  remember what day it was. I d o n ' t  remember what u n i t  
it w a s .  I remember S k e e t e r  going down and p i c k i n g  up some 
k i d s .  

Q. Were you t h e r e  and d i d  you s e e  him l and?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  you had s e e n  t h e  S k e e t e r  
l and?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  him l a n d  and p i c k i n g  
up some k i d s .  I d o n ' t  know what miss ion  it was. 

Q. Did you cover  him? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q m  Was he  t h e  only  one t h a t  landed? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge he w a s .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  one o f  t h e  gunships  going down 
and landing?  You d i d  know t h e  o t h e r  gunship w i t h  you? 

A. Boy, i t ' s  r e a l l y  vague,  b u t  I do r e c a l l ,  I 
t h i n k .  

Q. M r .  MILLIANS? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember who it was. Now t h a t  you men
t i o n  it I t h i n k  I do remember a gunship l and ing .  

Q What d i d  he  do,  what d i d  h e  l and  f o r ?  

A. I t h i n k  h e  p icked  up somebody, t o o .  

Q Where d i d  h e  t a k e  them? 

A. W e l l ,  M r .  MILLIANS landed  t w i c e ,  on two sep 
a r a t e  occas ions  i n  t h e  same a r e a ,  and evacua ted  some o f  
t h e s e  people ,  took  them o f f  t o  t h e  sou thwes t ,  f u r t h e r  t han  
521. 

Q M r .  THOMPSON was on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  conve r sa t ion  going on between you 

and your s h i p  and M r .  MILLIANS s h i p ?  


A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Wasn't t h a t  r a t h e r  unusual  f o r  a gunship t o  go
on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  That  was. I t h i n k  t h a t  might b e  hear - * 

s a y ,  because I d o n ' t  remember i f  I was on t h a t  miss ion .  I 
d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  S k e e t e r  l and .  I t h i n k  t h e  gunship,  
M r .  MILLIANS, landed  when w e  were r e f u e l i n g .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  S k e e t e r  do? You s a y  h e  p i cked  up 
someone? 

A.  I t h i n k  h e  p icked  up a group of k i d s .  
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a .  What d i d  h e  do w i t h  them? 

A. H e  took  them t o  t h e  f i r e  b a s e  up n o r t h ,  could 

have been Up t igh t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 


Q. W e l l ,  M r .  THOMPSON seems t o  t h i n k  he took one 

wounded l i t t l e  boy t o  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l ,  l a n d i n g  a t  t h e  

h e l i p a d  t h e r e ,  t h e  Vietnamese h o s p i t a l  pad. 


A. H e  might have,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You c a n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q But you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l i  t h e  gunship be ing  on t h e  

ground? 


A. Like I s a i d ,  t h a t  was h e a r s a y .  I t h i n k  I hea rd  

it from one of  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  a f t e r  t h e  miss ion .  


Q D o  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any dead people  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  a t  any g iven  t ime?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I do. 

Q . Where. 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  on t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t  runs  o u t  of  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of My L a i  ( 4 )  and down t o  521. I t  was 
on t h a t  t r a i l ,  and I t h i n k  now t h a t  I r e a l l y  t h i n k  about it, 
I t h i n k  M r .  THOMPSON picked t h a t  k i d  up, t h e  wounded k i d  i n  
t h a t  a r e a .  I remember s e e i n g  a couple  of  bod ie s .  We made 
a low p a s s  a long  t h a t  t r a i l .  

Q How many bod ie s  d i d  you s e e ?  You are i n d i c a t  

i n g  t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  sou thwes t ,  200 t o  300 me te r s .  How 

many bod ie s  d i d  you s e e ?  


A. I ' d  s ay  about  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  on t h a t  t r a i l  r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  about  halfway between a r i v e r  and t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

. T h a t  i s  where I saw a couple  of  t h o s e  bod ie s .  
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Q. Did they  appear  dead t o  you? 

A. Q u i t e  dead. 


Q Cou3d you ' t e l l  anyth ing  about  ages  o r  s exes?  


A. I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e e i n g  one woman and 
I t h i n k  a young man n e x t  t o  h e r ,  and o r  a c h i l d  maybe 2 
y e a r s  o l d ,  t h e y  looked l i k e  25 .  1 d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  you have seen  dea th  
up c l o s e ?  

A. I would have t o  s a y ,  yes .  

Q. Is t h a t  why you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you t h i n k  M r .  THOMPSON was i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

A.  H e  was. 


Q You mean h e  was l a n d i n g  o r  was on t h e  ground? 
, 

A .  Yes, s i r .  I remember s e e i n g  him on t h e  ground,  
because t h e y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked THOMPSON t o  come down. I 
remember s e e i n g  a couple  of  G I ' s  around t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Could you t a l k  t o  THOMPSON from your  s h i p ?  

A .  C e r t a i n l y .  


Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  him? 


A .  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  him s a y i n g  anyth ing  about  what 
h e  was going t o  do when he  landed? 

A. No, s i r ,  

Q Do you r e c a l l  him t a l k i n g  about what h e  s a w  
when he  landed? 
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A. Well,  he  t o l d  us  e a r l i e r  t h a t  he  had some bodies  

a long t h a t  road.  T h a t ' s  why we made a low p a s s .  


Q. 	 Did you see any more bodies?  

A. Y e s .  I saw some along 521. 

Q How many? 

A. 	 I ' d  say anywhere from f o u r  t o  s i x .  

On t h e  road i t s e l f ?  

A. No, l y i n g  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  


Q =  Do you r e c a l l  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o o ?  


A. Well,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  how many. I 
t h i n k  some w e r e  down h e r e  t o  t h e  sou th  where t h e  Sharks were 
supposedly working, and then  up h e r e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  where 
t h e  t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  runs o u t  t o  521. 

Q When you saw t h e  bodies  right along 521, was 
t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  Sharks had been down t h e r e ,  o r  a t  some l a t e r  
t i m e ,  o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  This  was e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  morning I t h i n k .  I 
d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you make an assumption t h a t  t h e  Sharks had 
s h o t  t hose  people? 

A .  	 I assumed t h a t  i n  t h e  back of my mind. 

Q How d i d  you f e e l  t h o s e  people  a long 521 were 
k i l l e d  then?  

A. Well ,  w e  were shoo t ing  along this--now t h e  more 
I t h i n k  about i t  it might have been a t  t h e  base  of t h e  h i l l  
when w e  were making our  gunruns. I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember 
shoo t ing  some 40 mike  mike o u t  i n  t h e  middle of t h i s  r i c e  
paddy he re .  It might have been j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  H i l l  
85 between 85 and 521. Maybe it  was t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  h e r e .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  cu r ious  a s  t o  t h a t  assumption t h a t  you
made t h a t  t h e  Sharks s h o t  t h e s e  people  a long 521? Did you 
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s e e  them making gunruns a long  521? 

A .  No. ~ u tI remember s e e i n g  bod ie s  a f t e r  one of  
ou r  pas ses  o r  something.  

Q ,Well,  you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know how t h e s e  people  
a long  521 were s h o t ?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t .  


Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  bodies?  


A .  No, s i r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I r e c a l l .  

Q So, you s a w  bod ie s  g e n e r a l l y  a long  521 and o f f  
t h e  road on t h e  padd ie s ,  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t 
l y  on t h e  road? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  a couple  o f  them might have been 
l a y i n g  a long  t h e  road and down t h e  embankment. The road 
was b u i l t  up. 

Q And your  op in ion  a s  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h e n  i s  due s o u t h  
of  My L a i ,  r i g h t  up i n  h e r e  300 o r  400 meters. 

(Witness nodded yes .  ) 

Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o v e r  and 
around t h i s  a r e a  and f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  a long  t h e  China 
Sea? 

A .  No, s i r .  I remember t h e  morning, though.  

Q A s  I t a k e  it you remember very few i n c i d e n t s  
about t h e  morning, u n l e s s  I ' m  c o r r e c t  and you can t e l l  m e  
t h i s  i s  t h e  16 March? 

A .  I remember very few i n c i d e n t s .  You're r i g h t .  

Q You remember some dead bod ie s  a long  t h e  t r a i l  
t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and a long  521, remember t h e  f i r i n g  p a s s e s ,  
and t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  "animals1'? 

A. The i n s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  an imals ,  b u t  no p a r t i c u l a r  
day. 
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Q And you remember M r .  THOMPSON landed a h e l i c o p t e r .  
Is t h a t  16 March? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a i l .  

Q Did you h e a r  anyth ing ,  a f t e r  1 6  March, when you 
r e t u r n e d  t o  your home b a s e ,  anyth ing  about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  occur red  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  some of t h e  p i l o t s  went up and t a l k e d  t o  
t h e  CO about some of t h e  bodies  s i g h t e d .  

Q - Did you? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q .  The s t a t emen t  you gave t h e  C I D  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t ' s  c o r r e c t .  The people d i d  go down t o  t h e  
co. 

Q - Did you s e e  t h e  people  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  CO? 

A. I t h i n k  they  might have been o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Who d i d  you see t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  CO? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  


Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  wi th  anyone? 


A. I d i scussed  it wi th  a  couple  of t h e  p i l o t s .  I 
remember d i s c u s s i n g  i t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q .  Do you remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about an i n 
ves t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No. 

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  it be ing  r e p o r t e d  t o  
anybody o t h e r  than  t h e  company commander, Major WATKE? 

A. No, b u t  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  it went up t o  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, who was Colonel HOLLADAY. 
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Q 	 Why d i d  you have t h a t  f e e l i n g ?  

A. Well,  I f e l t  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a t  it shou ld  have 
went up h i g h e r .  

Q . I  unders tand t h a t .  Why d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t  it 
had gone up? What l e d  you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ?  

A. W e 11, no th ing  r e a l l y .  

Q Did anybody ever check about i t ?  

A. N o .  

Q 	 Major WATKE? 

A. 	 N o ,  s ir .  

Major LIVINGSTON? 

W e  might have t a l k e d  about it. 

Who w i t h ,  HOLLADAY? 

A. I never  s a w  HOLLADAY about  it. 


Q How about HENDERSON? 


A. N o ,  sir. 


Q Any g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r ?  


A. 	 N o l  sir.  

Q . T o  t h e  b e s t  of  your knowledge, you neve r  made 
a s t a t emen t  t o  anyone a s  p a r t  of  an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. 	 That 's a f f i r m a t i v e . 
Q D o  you r e c a l l  anybody e l s e  who made any such 
s t a t e m e n t s ,  e i t h e r  w r i t t e n  o r  v e r b a l ?  

A.  	 N o ,  sir .  

Q. 	 D o  you r eca l l  h e a r i n g  any rumor t h a t  t h e r e  had 
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, b e e n  a l o t  o f  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were. 

Q *  Did you t a k e  any p i c t u r e s  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  c a r r y i n g  a camera? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  my camera on t o o  many m i s  

s i o n s .  


Q Do you have any in fo rma t ion  concerning anybody

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  coverup o r  s ay  d o n ' t  t a l k  about what occur red  

i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  


A. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  does r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q What 's  t h a t ?  

A. I w a s  t a l k i n g  w i t h  STAFFA i n  h i s  hootch one 
n i g h t .  H e  s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "You remember t h a t  
miss ion  w e  had about  a week ago o r  s o  and t h a t  CW2 had a 
l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  one o f  t h e  g r u n t s  on t h e  ground," when 
h e  p i cked  up t h a t  wounded c h i l d  I guess ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  
on ly  t h i n g  h e  s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  w a s n ' t  supposed t o  t a l k  about i t  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember a t t e n d i n g  a meeting i n  t h e  mess-
h a l l  when a l i e u t e n a n t  from d i v i s i o n  o r  somewhere came i n  
t o  g i v e  a b r i e f i n g  t o  you f o r  your  mandatory t r a i n i n g  one 
evening? 

A .  O n  what ,  s i r ?  

Q W e l l ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  mandatory t r a i n i n g  everyone 
w a s  ga the red  t o g e t h e r  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was t a l k i n g  about  
one t h i n g  and a n o t h e r  and one o f  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h e  
back popped up and s a i d ,  "What about  k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d 
r en? " 

A. Now t h a t  you mention t h a t  I remember something 
about  k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n .  
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Q Do you remember Major WATKE s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  and 
admonishing t h e  young man? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I t h i n k  he  was t o l d  t o  
s i t  down and b e  q u i e t .  

Q. Do you have t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  occur red  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968 r e q u i r e d  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  any s o r t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it r e q u i r e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. What d i d  you do t o  a s s u r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  
accomplished? 

A. Well ,  I d i d n ' t  do any th ing ,  because I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  it would do any good. 

Q .  Why i s  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  Major WATKE. I h a t e  t o  say  anyth ing  about  
my p a s t  C O ' s ,  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t o o  much o f .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
t o o  much o f  t h e  XO a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Who was? 

A. H e  was a real  o l d  Major who j u s t  g o t  promoted 
and was going t o  r e t i r e  a month o r  2 l a te r .  H e  took o v e r  
as CO. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you answered t h a t  you d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  
it because you d i d n ' t  t h i n k  Major WATKE would have t a k e n  
any a c t i o n  on your r e p o r t ?  

A. That  ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  and a l s o  be ing  an NG i n  
count ry .  

Q You mean you were a new man i n  count ry?  

A .  W e l l ,  b e i n g  a new guy i n  count ry  and some of  
t h e  t h i n g s  I mentioned t o  some people  go t  weighed n o t  very  
h e a v i l y .  My op in ions  were cons ide red  nex t  t o  no th ing  a t  
a l l .  

Q Did you f e e l  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  any 
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a c t i o n ,  t o  r e p o r t  what you had seen?  

A. No, t o  be  f rank .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q A s  f a r  a s  you w e r e  concerned you d i d n ' t  h e a r  
o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t o o  much more o f  
what you had seen  and any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  might have 
t aken  p l a c e  a f t e r  t h i s ?  A s  f a r  a s  I can unders tand you 
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  much more about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
you had seen  and hea rd ,  no th ing ,  o r  t a k e  any a c t i o n ,  o r  
make any r e p o r t s  t o  pursue t h e  m a t t e r  i n  any way. 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I f e l t  it was j u s t  war and t h a t  
w a s  t h e  b reaks  of  t h e  game. 

Q. Women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Sometimes. L e t ' s  j u s t  s a y  t h e y  were i n  t h e  
wrong p l a c e  a t  t h e  wrong t i m e .  

Q From your  expe r i ences  i n  Vietnam d i d  you s e e  
many women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h o t ?  

A. I recall  one o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  of one be ing  s h o t .  

Q- T h i s  w a s  a t  ano the r  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you t a k e  any a c t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i n s t a n c e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you have anyth ing  you 'd  l i k e  t o  s a y  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  o r  any th ing  you'd l i k e  t o  s ay  concern ing  t h e  My La i  
( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  concern ing  it t h a t  you would 
l i k e  t o  make a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  No, s i r .  I t h i n k  you 've  covered it q u i t e  c l e a r 
l y  and f u l l y .  

Q I want t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  
t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony or  what you have d i s c u s s e d  o r  
h e a r d  w i t h  anyone e x c e p t  w i t h  p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  adminis 
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t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any 
ques t ion ,  o r  should you be c a l l e d  upon t o  t e s t i f y ,  you can 
c o n t a c t  t h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  D o  you unders tand 
those  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W e  thank you f o r  coming i n ,  w e  recognize  it 
was a  long  t r i p .  

This  h e a r i n g  i s  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1630 hours ,  30 Jan 
u r a ry  1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : RIDDLE, Henry E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 4  March 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, Genera l  
YOUNG'S h e l i c o p t e r ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  was ass igned  t o  Genera l  YOUNG'S h e l i c o p t e r  
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  t h a t  YOUNG was wi th  t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  landed i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a s  f i v e  
o r  s i x  t imes  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  (pg. 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  u s u a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  t o  f l y  a t  1500 f e e t  and would 
only  f l y  low over  a highway o r  because  of  bad weather  
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  t o  t h e  change of command 
ceremony on 15 March (pg. 4 ) .  H e  knew what Colonel  
HENDERSON looked l i k e  (pg. 5)  . A f t e r  be ing  informed of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March, he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
s l i c k s  l and ing  a t  LZ D o t t i e  one morning a s  they  wa i t ed  f o r  
t h e  g e n e r a l  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  c i r c l i n g  an  a r e a  
w e s t  o f  t h e  ocean a t  1500 hours  one day (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  
heard  Warrant O f f i c e r  NEWELL remark, "My God, look a t  t h e  
f i r e s "  (pg. 1 0 ) .  They d i d  n o t  l and  (pg. 11). The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  t h a t  it was g r a s s  burn ing ,  b u t  t h a t  
NEWELL s a i d  it was hootches  (pg.  11). H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  by YOUNG, and could  n o t  t i e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 12) . H e  d i d  n o t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  any e v e n t s  on 17 March (pg .  1 5 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  a n o t h e r  t i m e  when he  landed w i t h  YOUNG a t  LZ ~ o t t i e ,  
where t h e r e  w e r e  many t r o o p s  l y i n g  around on t h e  ground 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  YOUNG meeting w i t h  f o u r  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  any rumors abou t  
an  o p e r a t i o n ,  nor  d i d  he  ever  s e e  any dead Vietnamese 
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w h i l e  f l y i n g  w i t h  YOUNG (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  c i r c l i n g  
a n  a r e a  where something was burn ing ,  r e f u e l i n g  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and r e t u r n i n g  t o  r e c i r c l e  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Chu 
Lai  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  NEWELL mentioned something 
about  500 K I A ' s  t h a t  day (pgs .  25, 26) . The w i t n e s s  
d e s c r i b e d  YOUNG a s  be ing  "touchy" a s  they  f l ew over  t h e  
smoke, and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r i e d ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  
t o  l i g h t  a c i g a r e t t e  (pgs .  23, 25, 2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
r e c a l l e d  v a r i o u s  photographs (See ~ x h i b i t  ~ i s t ,i n f r a )  
b u t  could  n o t  name t h e  d a t e  on which they were taken 
(pgs. 18-22).  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  of any problems w i t h  an  
ae ro - scou t ,  o r  of any s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  in fo rmat ion  on a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 2 4 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

'wit identified . 

P-198 Miscellaneous Scene General YOUNG. 18 
Wit identified 

P-199 Miscellaneous Scene . General YOUNG and 19 
himself. 

Wit identitied as 

Miscellaneous Scene a scene which he 21 


-
also photographed 

and identified a 

chaplain. 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 4 4 0  hou r s ,  1 4  March 1970 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ TdOMAS. 

(MR RIDDLE w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence?  

A. Henry E. RIDDLE, occupa t ion  farmer ,  Windsor, 
Missour i ,  Route 3 .  

MR WEST: M r .  RIDDLE, have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r e a d  
o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 which covers t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  
i n q u i r y ? 

A. Y e s ,  	 I have. 

Q. Any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so. 

Q. For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  M r .  RIDDLE, on 1 6  March 1968 were 
you a member of  t h e  Army? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  
  

Q- S t a t e  your  g rade ,  u n i t ,  and s t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
  

A. I was S p e c i a l i s t  Four. I w a s  wi th  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n ,  Chu La i ,  Vietnam. 

Q. The 123d w a s  o r g a n i c  t o  t h e ' f u n e r i c a l  D iv i s ion?  

A. R igh t .  
  

Q- Colonel  PATTERSON, would you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  
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LTC PATTERSON: Y e s ,  s ir .  When d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam, 
M r .  RIDDLE? 

A. January  2nd, I b e l i e v e  s i r ,  o f  1968. 

Q And a t  t h a t  t i m e  you were a s s igned  d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h a t  u n i t ?  

A. W e  were i n  t h e  combat c e n t e r  f o r ,  oh, a few 
weeks. Then we were s e n t  t o  t h e  123d. 

Q A t  t h a t  t ime it was t h e  161s t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. When you a r r i v e d  w i t h i n  your a v i a t i o n  u n i t ,  t h e  
1 6 1 s t ,  which l a t e r  became t h e  123d, what was your  a s s igned  
du ty?  

A .  I was a s s igned  a s  a gunner. I s t a r t e d  o u t  on t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p  when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  wi th  t h e  company. 

Q. S t a r t e d  r i g h t  o u t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p ?  

A. Then I f lew w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  a  wh i l e .  Then I 
switched wi th  resupply  f o r  a day o r  so .  A f t e r  a w h i l e  I 
was s t r i c t l y  w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p .  

Q. So then  by t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March you had a lmost  2 
months expe r i ence  f l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  gene ra l ?  

A. P r e t t y  c l o s e ,  s i r .  Like t imes I might have flown 
resupply  o r  something,  b u t  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of  t imes ,  y e s ,  I 
f lew f o r  him. 

Q- What t ype  o f  f l y i n g  d i d  t h e  g e n e r a l  do? 

A .  We u s u a l l y  picked him up a t  t h e  pad. Usua l ly  
came down, I b e l i e v e  it was about  0730, we p icked  him up a t  
t h e  America1 pad and would e i t h e r  f l y  n o r t h  o r  sou th  of  Chu 
Lai .  We would f l y  i n t o  an LZ and he would land.. He would 
go i n t o  a bunker of  something and s t a y  sometimes 5 minutes ,  
sometimes 10 minutes ,  2 hours  and come back o u t .  We would 
t a k e  him some o t h e r  p l ace .  
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Q .  , Were you wi th  t h e  genera l  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  time 
t h a t  he was assigned t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  a s  b e s t  a s  I can remember. 

Q. How many times d i d  you land i n  an opera t iona l  a r e a  
t h a t  is  away from a f i r e  support  base o r  t h e  LZ1.s? 

A.  Not many t imes.  

Q - How many would you say? 

A .  Five  o r  s i x .  I d o n ' t  know, maybe more than  t h a t ,  
sir. You mean j u s t  s t r i c t l y  o u t ,  say-

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I mean where t h e  r i f  l e t  t h e  infan-  
t r y  people were conducting opera t ions?  

A. I ' d  s t i c k  with f i v e  o r  s i x .  Not very many t imes.  

Q- Five  o r  s i x .  Did t h e  genera l  l i k e  t o  f l y  high 
o r  low? 

A.  He p r e f e r r e d  f l y i n g  h igh .  1,500 f e e t  we usuai ly  
flew. 

Q- 1,500 f e e t .  How many times do you th ink  you got  
down t o  where you could g e t  a good view of what was going 
on on t h e  ground? 

A. That would have been low-leveling probably. 

Q .  Hovering over t h e  paddies o r  t h e  t roops  o r  the  
t r e e t o p s ? 

A. We d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  

9 - You never d i d  t h a t ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. Usually when we low-
leve led  it was l i k e  down a highway o r  something o r  road 
where we was f l y i n g  t o  an LZ and t h e  weather was s o  t h a t  we 
couldn I t f l y  a t  a  high a l t i t u d e .  
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Q. So i n  your  a n a l y s i s  of your f u n c t i o n s  o r  t h e  func- 
t i o n s  you performed w h i l e  you were wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  I was 
l e d  t o  unders tand  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  w i t h  t h e  f o r c e s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  t o o  o f t e n ,  d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  t o  observe t h e  f o r c e s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  a t  low l e v e l  t o o  o f t e n ?  

A. NO,  no ,  w e  usual ly- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My s t a t emen t  is  c o r r e c t ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  M r .  
RIDDLE, i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  15 ,  16 ,  17,  18 ,  1 9  March 1968. 
Now, we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  de te rmin ing  General  YOUNG'S where
abouts  t hen ,  du r ing  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t imes .  General  YOUNG 
i s  unsure  of  them, General  PEERS conduct ing t h e  i n q u i r y  i s  
unsure  of  t h e ,  and y e t  we have f a c t s  from s e v e r a l  sou rces  
concerning where General  YOUNG was a t  s p e c i f i c  t imes .  I f  
you can r e c a l l  any t i m e s  t h a t  General  YOUNG rode  your h e l i -  
c o p t e r  and you p u t  him someplace o r  landed somewhere d u r i n g  
t h e s e  t i m e  frames t h i s  i s  what we would l i k e  t o  h e a r .  Can 
you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  
15  through 19 March, a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  when I t a l k e d  t o  you over  t h e  phone I re
membered about  General  LIPSCOMB r e t i r i n g  down a t  Duc Pho. 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  Down a t  Duc Pho. I remember t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  t a k e  t h a t  one.  What do 
you remember about  t h a t ?  

A.  I remember t a k i n g  him down there - -  

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To Duc Pho. 

A. Duc Pho, yes .  I b e l i e v e  it was around t h e  noon 
hour ,  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o r  morning. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e  on t h e  
t i m e .  I know General  YOUNG g o t  o u t .  We s i t u a t e d  t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  and t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  more g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p s  come i n ,  
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General  KOSTER. S e v e r a l  more command s h i p s  which come i n .  

Q- Okay, f i r s t  was General  KOSTER's s h i p  t h e r e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  General  KOSTER came i n  l a t e r .  

Q- Colone l  GALLOWAY have h i s  own a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I t  seems a s  though Colonel  GALLOWAY may have f lew 
h i s  own a i r c r a f t  down the re - - I  mean w i t h  ano the r  crew. H e  
k ind  of l i k e d  t o  f l y  i n  t h e  p i l o t ' s  s e a t  h imse l f .  H e  might 
have f lew down h i m s e l f .  I b e l i e v e  he was t h e r e  because I 
remember t h e  wind was blowing. W e  c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  t o o  good. 
They w a s  p l a y i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  anthem o r  something. Some
body h o l l e r e d  a t  us t o  g e t  o u r  h a t s  o f f .  So I remember t h a t ,  
something l i k e  t h a t .  I know they  t o l d  us t o  g e t  our  h a t s .  
I remember t h a t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  g e n e r a l ' s  a i r c r a f t  o r  v i s i t 
i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s  t h e r e  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir.  

Q. Do you know Colonel  HENDERSON? Can you p i c t u r e  
him i n  your  mind? 

A. No. 

Q Commander of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t h a t  took  over  from 
General  LIPSCOMB? General  LIPSCOMB t u r n e d  t h e  command over  
t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A.  Y e s ,  I can remember him walking t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t  
t o  t h e  s h i p  a couple  of  t imes .  

Q. Y e s .  Wears g l a s s e s ,  f u l l  colonel- 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Kind of a medium-built fe l low.  Not 
as t a l l  as  I am. I ' d  say  probably more your  s i z e .  

Q. Yes. 

A .  I can k ind  of p i c t u r e  him walking o u t  t o  t h e  
c o l o n e l ' s  s h i p .  
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Q. Fine. Okay. The records r e f l e c t ,  M r .  RIDDLE,  
t h a t  t h i s  day t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  with t h e  change of command 
took p lace  about 0930 hours i n  t h e  morning. What d id  you 
do o r  what d i d  General YOUNG do a s  f a r  a s  f l y i n g  a f t e r  t h e  
ceremony was over? 

A. That was on 15 March? 

Q .  15 March, r i g h t .  

A .  I wrote a l e t t e r  t o  my g i r l  on 15 March. I wrote  
t h a t  we had been f l y i n g  around f o r  about 3 hours ,  p r e t t y  
s o l i d .  Usually General YOUNG wasn ' t  i n  t h e  a i r  t h a t  much. 
He would f l y  from one LZ t o  t h e  o t h e r  LZ, j u s t  t h e  time t h a t  
it would take  t o  go from t h e r e  and f o r  some reason,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  why, b u t  we had been i n  t h e  a i r  f o r  s e v e r a l  hours 
t h a t  day a t  one per iod  of time because I went back through 
some old l e t t e r s  t h a t  my g i r l  kept .  I had i n  t h e r e  t h a t  I 
wrote we had been f l y i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  hours.  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where you went i n  t h a t  t ime? 
Now, does t h a t  he lp  you r e f r e s h  where you might have gone 
i n  t h i s  time? 

A.  I remember, it may be way o f f  d a t e  o r  something, 
b u t  they he ld  a combat opera t ion .  We flew kind of back i n  
the  mountains. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s - - t h i s  may have been way 
l a t e r  o r  not ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I know we flew back i n  
t h e r e  and t h e r e  was no con tac t  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can remem
be r .  

Q. Where was t h i s ?  Do you have any idea?  

A. I t  was up from Duc Pho, 

Up nor th?  

A .  North from Duc Pho. I ' d  say halfway between 
t h e r e  and Chu Lai and back west i n t o  t h e  mountains. 

Q- Kind of west of Quang Ngai? 

A.  Yes, kind of west of Quang Ngai. Maybe a l i t t l e  
b i t  south of Quang Ngai. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  going over t h e r e  and o r b i t i n g ?  

A. Yes, we went over t h e r e  and c i r c l e d .  I t  was 
cold  out  t h a t  day. 

Q- The gunner s e a t  was q u i t e  warm then? 

A. Yes, I remember t h a t .  I t  was cold.  

Q. Okay,-do you remember anything e l s e  about t h e  
15th?  

A. We went back t o  t h e  198th and a t e  d inner  a t  Chu 
Lai on t h e  15th .  

Q. The noon meal? 

A. The noon meal. 

Q. The noon meal i n  Chu Lai? 

A .  Chu Lai.  

Q. Okay. 

A.  I had t h i s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r .  

Q- I see .  Okay, how about t h e  16th can you remember 
anything about t h a t  day? The 16th  was a Saturday i f  t h a t ' s  
any h e l p  . 
A.  No, n o t  r i g h t  offhand. I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  what 
happened. 

MR WEST: How o f t e n  d i d  you w r i t e  your g i r l ?  

A. I looked. I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  h e r  t h a t  day. It wasn ' t  
every day. About every o t h e r  day o r  so .  

LTC PATTERSON: On t h e  16th  t h e r e  was a combat opera t ion  
s t a r t e d  by Task Force Barker which was loca ted  a t  t h i s  po in t  
i n  time a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I f  you look t o  your r e a r  I ' l l  o r i e n t  
you on Exh ib i t  MAP-1. 
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(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  on E x h i b i t  
MAP-1. ) 

Do you f e e l  l i k e  y o u ' r e  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  map? 

A.  I f e e l  a s  though I know where t h e  p l a c e s  are. 

Q. Can you p i c t u r e  t h e  a r e a  i n  your mind a l i t t l e  
b i t ?  

A. I can p i c t u r e  some of t h e  a r e a s  h e r e .  

Q. On t h e  1 6  of  March t h e n  if you r e f e r  t o  t h e  map, 
Task Force  Barker ,  which was l o c a t e d  t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
conducted a combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  de
s i g n a t e d  i n  l i g h t  orange on MAP-1 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Pink 
v i l l e ,  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  They l i f t e d  two r i f l e  companies i n  t h a t  
morning; one o f  t h e  companies coming o u t  of  LZ D o t t i e  i n t o  
an LZ marked and des igna t ed  i n  orange and marked LZ 1, C/1/20. 
See i t ?  

(Witness po in t ed  t o  des igna t ed  a r e a . )  

Right  t h e r e .  The LZ i s  a  dark  orange s p o t .  They 
p u t  two l i f t s  i n  t h e r e .  They used about n i n e  s1 i cks ;vees  
of  t h r e e  i n  t r a i l  s u p p o r t i n g  by guns and a r t i l l e r y  prep .  
The aero-scouts  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  H i l l  85 and 
t o  t h e  sou th  s o u t h e a s t .  They had one of  t h e i r  teams o u t  
t h e r e ,  two guns. The o p e r a t i o n  began about 0730 i n  t h e  mor
n ing  and was preceded by a 3 o r  4 minute a r t i l l e r y  prep.  Do 
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Yes, I do. I s t a r t e d  t o  s e e  a few minutes ago 
it was e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. I remember t h e  s l i c k s  coming 
i n .  I b e l i e v e  they  landed on t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad,  some of  
them. 

Q Where were you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A - We w e r e  j u s t  w a i t i n g  on t h e  g e n e r a l .  

Q. Was h e  a t  D o t t i e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  h e  was a t  D o t t i e .  

Q. What makes you remember t h i s ?  What makes you 
 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  day? 
 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  say e x a c t l y  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  day,  
b u t  I remember go ing  down t h e r e  r e a l  e a r l y  one morning t o  LZ 
D o t t i e .  I can j u s t  remember we d i d n ' t  f l y  t o o  many combat 
a s s a u l t  miss ions  l i k e  t h i s .  When t h e r e  was one going it was 
p r e t t y  w e l l  t a l k e d  about  and s o  on l i k e  t h i s .  I know very 
few of them w e  e v e r  r e a l l y  at tended. .  

Q. Do you remember a l o t  of  s l i c k s  t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e  
t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember a l o t  o f  them, but- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Okay, b u t  you t h i n k  they  came down 
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A.  I j u s t  c a n ' t  say .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  l a n d i n g  of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. I remember w e  w e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  one t i m e  when 
they  w a s  f i r i n g  1 7 5 ' s .  Grea t  b i g  guns. 

Q. From D o t t i e ?  

A. From D o t t i e ,  r i g h t .  I know t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I e v e r  h e a r d  a 175 go o f f .  

Q - On t h i s  day they  w e r e n ' t  f i r i n g  o u t  of LZ D o t t i e .  

A. They wasn' t ?  

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was coming o u t  o f  Upt igh t .  
Okay, a t  any ra te  they  p u t  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground t h e r e  j u s t  
a s  you see it on t h e  map t o  t h e  w e s t  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  They 
p u t  two l i f t s  i n  t h e r e .  Then t h e  s l i . cks  went up t o  Up t igh t ,  
LZ Upt igh t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and p icked  up t h e  second r i f l e  com
pany and i n s e r t e d  them i n  t h e  LZ marked LZ 2, B / 4 / 3 ,  t h e r e  
on t h e  map. 
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(Witness poin ted  t o  designated area .  ) 

Right. This t o o  was preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  
prep.  Do you remember see ing  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  o r b i t i n g  over  t h i s  
  
geographical  a r e a ,  now, t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about on t h e  
  
map, t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85, t h a t  l i t t l e  ARVN o u t p o s t ,  t h e  
  
P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  Do you ever  remember o r b i t i n g  over  he re  
  
and watching any opera t ion  i n  t h a t  a rea?  
  

A. I remember c i r c l i n g ,  b u t  I thought it was more 
 
south  of Quang Ngai. 
 

Q. 1t'could be t h a t  you d i d  c i r c l e  south of Quang

Ngai on another  day o r  on t h i s  day bu t  where our  L Z ' s  a r e  
  
h e r e ,  where you s e e  t h e  l i t t l e  c i r c l e s  marked "OBJ", ob-

j e c t i v e .  
  

A. We might have c i r c l e d  he re  b u t  I was t h i n k i n g  
  
t h a t  it was more sou th  of Quang Ngai. 
 

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  c i r c l i n g  nor th  of t h e  Quang 
 
Ngai River? Real handy t h e r e ,  t h e  Quang Ngai River? 
  

A. Yes. When you were t a l k i n g  on t h e  phone about r" 
 
t h e  smoke and everyth ing  I remember f i r s t  j u s t  everywhere 
 
down the re .  I remember M r .  NEWELL saying something about ,  
  
"My god look a t  t h e  f i r e s ,  " o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  They 
 
wasn ' t  b i g  f i r e s  j u s t  l i t t l e  f i r e s  a l l  over t h e  p lace .  Now, 
 
t h i s  was down i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere. I ' m  no t  saying  it was 
 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  (My Lai ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y ) .  I t  was down from 
 
Quang Ngai. I t  was f l a t .  I remeriber it w a s n ' t  h i l l y  country.  
  

Q - Were you o u t  over  t h e  coas t?  Out over  t h e  ocean? 

A.  No, t h e  ocean was o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of us while  we 
was c i r c l i n g  and we c i r l e d  t h i s  about 2:30 o r  3:00 i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  Somewhere along t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was 
t h e  same time. This could be 2 months l a t e r .  I j u s t  remem
b e r  c i r c l i n g .  
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Q. L e t ' s  t ake  t h a t  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  you remember. Did 
you land? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you down low? 

A. No. 

Q e  You s tayed up a t  a l t i t u d e  whi le  a l l  t h i s  was going
on? 

A. About 1,500 f e e t .  

Q- You never went down and looked? Could you s e e  
what was burning? 

A. Well, M r .  NEWELL s a i d  it was hootches. 

Q- Could you see  t h a t  it was hootches? 

A. I j u s t  could s e e  smal l  clumps, looked l i k e  t o  me 
clumps. I s a t  on t h e  same s i d e  a s  t h e  genera l .  We made a 
smal l  c i r c l e  t h a t  way, you s e e ,  and I could s e e  them kind of 
r i g h t  down from t h e  s h i p  t h e  way t h e  s h i p  was s i t t i n g  a t  an 
angle  making a  cons tant  c i r c l e .  No, I c o u l d n ' t  say--swear 
t o  it t h a t  it was hootches. I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it t h a t  it 
was anything burning. 

Q - What d i d  you t h i n k  it was a t  t h e  time? 

A. W e l l ,  it was g r a s s .  You could t e l l  it was grass  
from t h e  experience you had with f i r e s  over  t h e r e  wi th  g rass  
and s o  on. There was a l o t  of smoke s o  I j u s t  took it from 
M r .  NEWELL t h a t  it was hootches and s o  on burning. 

Q. Could you pick o u t  any of t h e  hootches from your 
a l t i t u d e  t h a t  were burning o r  could you t e l l  a  hootch? 

A. I ' d  have t o  say I c o u l d n ' t  say .  I c o u l d n ' t  say 
t h a t  I could and I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q- Do you know whether o r  not  t h e  genera l  made any 
e f f o r t  o r  n o t  t o  s t o p  t h i s  burning o r  whatever e l s e  was going 
on down t h e r e ?  Did he seem e x c i t e d  o r  d i d  he say anything 
t h a t  you know o f ?  
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A.  No, he d i d n ' t  say nothing t o  us t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q - Did he t a l k  on t h e  r ad io?  

A. Well, we wasn ' t  on h i s  ne t .  

Q - I understand t h a t .  

A.  I woulan' t--I  cou ldn ' t  say.  

Q Who was aboard t h i s  day? 

A .  The genera l .  I th ink ,  Lieutenant  WHITE. The b e s t  
t h a t  I can remember t h a t  was t h e  only two. 

Q *  Do you remember what t h e  u n i t s  were t h a t  w e r e  en
volved down t h e r e ?  What t h e i r  c a l l  s igns  were? 

(Witness shook head i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

Okay. You d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  you 
can t i e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  1 6  March opera t ion  t h a t  I have 
b r i e f l y  descr ibed  f o r  you on. t h e  map? 

A .  No, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  say it was t h e  16th  of March. 
r 

Q The 17th  of March was a Sunday. You d i d n ' t  happen 
t o  w r i t e  a letter home t o  your g i r l  on t h e  17th  d i d  you? 

A ,  Yes, b u t  I d i d n ' t  say  nothing t h e r e  about  it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  
17 th  p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A. No, .no t  t h a t  I can s t a r t  po in t ing  ou t  t h a t  I re 
member about t h e  17th .  

Q- The information we have i s  t h a t  on t h e  17th ,  Sun
day, the  genera l  probably d i d n ' t  f l y  before  noon. He had a 
couple of meetings and a couple of th ings  going on i n  d i v i 
s i o n  headquarters  t h a t  kep t  him t i e d  up. You d i d n ' t  go t o  
church by chance d i d  you? Are you a church-going man? 

A. I went s e v e r a l  t imes.  I went once o r  twice wi th  
t h e  genera l .  
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Q. You d o n ' t  happen t o  r e c a l l  whether 2 days a f t e r  
t h a t  change of  command ceremony t h a t  you remember whether you 
went t o .  church? 

A. Now, h e r e  we go aga in .  I c a n ' t  say  t h i s  i s  t h e  
same t ime b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  he  asked us i f  anyone wanted t o  go 
t o  church t h a t  morning. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I was t h e  only  one 
o u t  of  t h e  crew t h a t  d i d .  

Q. Is t h i s  t h e  morning of  t h e  1 7 t h  of  March? 

A. I had been i n  count ry  n o t  t o o  long.  That  was about  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime I went o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  t h a t  I had a chance. 
I remember we took a jeep.  There was a sma l l  t e n t .  The gen
eral  s a t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t  and I s a t  back k ind  of by t h e  r a d i o .  
The d r i v e r  took us down t h e r e .  The g e n e r a l  went i n  and s a t  
down and I went i n  and s a t  down. I guess  f o r  about an hour .  
We come back o u t .  I was k ind  o f  l o s t .  I thought  t h e  g e n e r a l  
had l e f t .  The g e n e r a l  took h i s  f i n g e r  and k ind  of went l i k e  
t h a t  t o  me (motioning him o v e r ) .  I came over  by t h e  jeep.  
W e  went back.  

Q. Do you remember what day t h i s  was? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q You c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  it w i t h  t h a t  change of  command 
ceremony t h a t  you seem t o  r e c a l l  p r e t t y  w e l l ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  say .  

Q. On t h e  17th--now what I t o l d  you about  t h e  opera 
t i o n  t h u s  f a r  w a s  t h a t  t h e s e  two u n i t s  were p u t  i n  h e r e  on t h e  
16 th .  They messed around h e r e  and messed around h e r e  and 
ended up t h e  n igh t - - the  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h  r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  
I t  w a s  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h i s  r i v e r ,  t h e  Diem Diem River .  The 
t h i r d  company of  Task Force  ~ a r k e rhad walked i n  over land .  
The n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  t h e s e  t h r e e  companies s p e n t  t h e i r  n i g h t  
r i g h t  h e r e .  On t h e  1 7 t h  , now, Sunday, t h e  g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  go 
o u t  f l y i n g .  The two companies went c l e a r  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  c l e a r  
down t o  t h e  r i v e r ' s  edge and then  came back n o r t h  s topp ing  
somewhere f o r  t h e  n i g h t  and r e s t  h e r e .  Went down and came 
back.  

A .  I c a n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l .  
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Q • There  was a u n i t  on t h e  beach f l a n k ,  B Company, 
r i g h t  a long  t h e  c o a s t .  Right  a long  t h e  beach checking o u t  
the l i t t l e  hamle ts  t h e r e .  

A. I can remember f l y i n g  a l o n g  t h e  beach one t i m e - 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  beach and w e  f l ew- - i t  seems a s  though w e  
f lew low-level  t h a t  day o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Was it i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I want t o  s ay  about  4 :  30 o r  5:00 a t  n i g h t  o r  i n  
t h e  evening.  

Q What d i d  you s e e ?  What were you doing? 

A, I c a n ' t  s ay  what w e  were doing.  I t  seems l i k e  w e  
went up and landed up a t  t h i s  LZ up on t h e  beach t h e r e .  

Q - What d i d  you do t h e r e ?  

A.  We s a t  t h e r e .  I know t h e  crew was k i n d  of  g r i p i n g  
about  it w a s  g e t t i n g  supper t ime.  We s e t  t h e r e  u n t i l  about  
5:00 o r  so .  Then w e  went on back t o  Chu La i .  We k i n d  of  
stayed--went on up t h e  beach u n t i l  w e  come to--crossed some 
l a n d  till w e  f i n a l l y  come t o  t h e  lower t i p  of  Chu L a i  o r  t h e  
bottom of  Chu L a i .  Then w e  went back up h igh  t o  about  1,500 
f e e t .  

Q About 2 :  30 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  on t h e  1 7 t h  t h e s e  
t r o o p s  w e r e  i n  h e r e  somewhere probably heading back up (down 
s o u t h  by t h e  Quang Ngai R i v e r ) .  General  YOUNG landed up h e r e  
a t  LZ D o t t i e .  He d i d n ' t  s t a y  very  long,  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  minutes 
o r  s o  maybe, probably long  enough t o  g e t  some gas .  W e  t h i n k  
it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a f t e r  l a n d i n g  t h a t  day he went down ove r  
t h i s  a r e a  and c i r c l e d  f o r  a w h i l e  and d i d  i n  f a c t  s e e  a l o t  
o f  smoke and burning.  Does t h a t  h e l p  i n  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Back a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h e r e  had been a l i e u t e n a n t  
g e n e r a l  come i n  and s t a y  w i t h  General  KOSTER. A r r i v i n g  a t  
d i v i s i o n ,  h i s  name w a s  General  DOLEMAN, a good-looking, whi te-
h a i r e d  man. H e  had been r e t i r e d .  He was r e c a l l e d ,  a t h r e e  
s t a r  g e n e r a l .  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him, h e a r i n g  any th ing  
about  him from any o f  t h e  c r e w  t h e r e  t h a t  f lew General  KOSTER? 
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A .  No, c a n ' t  say a s  I do. 

Q- . Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  about th.e 17th? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- Does t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of your c i r c l i n g  down over 
h e r e ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  o r b i t i n g  you t h i n k  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  see ing  a l o t  of smoke, and M r .  NEWELL saying ,  "those a r e  
hootches burning."  Do you th ink  t h i s  could have been t h e  day, 
t h e  17 th ,  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A.  Yes. I t  was q u i t e  some time--Yes, I say it could 
have been i n  t h a t  t ime,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  
day, no. 

Q- On t h e  18 th ,  t h e  next  day, Monday, you a l l  got  an 
e a r l y  s t a r t .  The record  i n d i c a t e s  a t  0910 hours i n  the  mor
n ing General YOUNG a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  There might have 
been a crowd down t h e r e  on t h i s  morning a t  t h i s  p lace .  Gene
r a l  YOUNG went down t h e r e  f o r  a meeting t o  t a l k  t o  some people.  

A.  Yes, we was at--here we go again.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  
da tes  o r  nothing.  I can j u s t  ba re ly  remember we were a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  one time and t h e r e  was a l o t  of t roops  l a y i n g  around 
on t h e  ground and s o  on t h a t  had j u s t  come i n  o r  something. 
They were s i t t i n g  around l ay ing  a g a i n s t  logs and s o  on. 

Q. NOW, t h i s  day t h e  people t h a t  he was going t o  meet 
was some o f f i c e r s ,  some commanders. I n  f a c t ,  Colonel HENDERSON 
was one of them s o  h i s  C&C a i r c r a f t  would have been t h e r e .  
Colonel BARKER? Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, he was i n  command of t h e  198th o r  something. 

Q - He was t h e  commander of Task Force Barker. He was 
t h e r e .  There was someone e l s e  t h e r e ,  two o t h e r  people. The 
meeting with Colonel HOLLADAY, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander of 
your b a t t a l i o n  and Major WATKE, t h e  commander of B Company, 
t h e  aero-scout  company, There was a meeting of f i v e :  General 
YOUNG, Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel HOLLADAY, Major WATKE, and 
of course,  Colonel BARKER. This was h i s  home base .  Undoubt
ed ly  when t h e  genera l  came i n t o  t h e  pad t h a t  day he was met 
by Colonel BARKER o r  a t  l e a s t  someone, perhaps,  s e v e r a l  of 
them were s t and ing  t h e r e  when t h e  genera l  a r r ived .  Do you re 
c a l l  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  
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A. I had a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  g e n e r a l  one t i m e .  A j eep  
come up and someone jumped o u t  and sp read  a map r i g h t  on 
t o p  of  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  hood. They was a l l  l e a n i n g  o v e r  
and t h e  g e n e r a l  was t h e r e ,  and t h e  r e s t  of  them I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you s h u t  down t h a t  day t h a t  you remember? 

A. I c a n ' t  s ay .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  w e  never  s h u t  down, 
b u t  w e  d i d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t imes  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l .  

Q You can r e c a l l  no th ing  s p e c i f i c  t h a t  day o r  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  meeting t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about whether you knew t h a t  
your  b a t t a l i o n  commander was going t o  meet w i t h  t h e  man w i t h  
whom you were f l y i n g ,  General  YOUNG? O r  t h a t  Major WATKE, 
t h e  commander n o t  o f  A Company b u t  B Company, 123d, t h e  aero-
s c o u t ,  was a l s o  t h e r e  and of  cou r se ,  a l s o  Colonel  HENDERSON. 
Now t h i s  meeting w i t h  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  perhaps  
happened only once h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  t h i s  day. Hear ing a
b o u t  o r  s e e i n g  Colonel  HOLLADAY? You know Colonel  HOLLADAY 
I assume? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - H i s  s h i p  may n o t  have been i n  t h e  pad where you 
landed.  I t  may have been down a t  t h e  B Company pad,  t h e  
o t h e r  pad. Perhaps ,  hav ing  an oppor tun i ty  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  
crew of Colonel  HENDERSON'S s h i p ?  L ieu tenan t  WHITE s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  you t h i s  day. 

Y e s .  

Q He d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  do t h i s ,  d i d  he?  

A. Sometimes he  d i d ,  u s u a l l y  n o t ,  b u t  once i n  a w h i l e  
he would come back and go w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l .  Then he would 
come back i n  a few minutes and s t a y  w i t h  us t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
day.  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  meeting? 

A. I would have t o  say  no. 

Q Okay. Do you remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing  a t  any 
t ime about  any t r o u b l e  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY might have been 
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i n  o r  Major WATKE o r  Colonel BARKER o r  anyone while  you were 
f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  genera l  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  any rumors about something wrong, 
something no t  r i g h t  wi th  one of t h e  opera t ions  conducted out  
of LZ D o t t i e ,  Task Force Barker opera t ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  say as  I do. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  General YOUNG say anything about 
"we've g o t  t o  g e t  o u t  and look a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  "we've go t  
t o  go o u t  and s e e  what i s  going on"? Rather e x c i t e d ?  

A. I remember one time t h a t  we d i d  leave  t h e  s h i p  
run f o r  him and he wasn ' t gone long. I can '  t say as  I do. 

Q Did you ever  hear  anything about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n
being  conducted t h a t  involved maybe members of t h e  123d Bat
t a l i o n ,  ground t roops ,  Task Force Barker anything along t h i s  
l i n e ?  

A. No. 

Q - Did you ever  s e e  any dead Vietnamese whi le  you 
were f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  genera l?  

A. Not from t h e  a i r .  

Q. On t h e  ground? 

A. No, never d id .  

Q. Never saw any then?  

A. Right ,  w e l l  wi th  General COOKSEY. 

Q But wi th  General YOUNG? 

A. No. 

Q- You do r e c a l l  s ee ing  something burning though
when you were f l y i n g  with General YOUNG? 
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A. Y e s ,  I remember c i r c l i n g ,  w e  c i r c l e d  f o r  severa l - 
w e  c i r c l e d  long enough t h a t  we had t o  go back a f t e r  f u e l ,  long 
enough i n  t h e  chopper t h a t  w e  had t o  q u i t  and go a f t e r  f u e l .  
I t  was t h a t  long. 

Q. Where d i d  you go a f t e r  you f u e l e d ,  do you remember? 

A.  I t  seemed t o  m e  t h a t  w e  went back and c i r c l e d  a
ga in .  I know it was k ind  of  b o r i n g  j u s t  going around i n  a 
c i r c l e  i f  you d i d n ' t  know what was going on. 

Q The o t h e r  crew members remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
Some seem t o  t i e  t h i s  i n  t o  t h e  17 th  of  March. They went 
back and r e f u e l e d  a t  D o t t i e  and then  came back o u t .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  where w e  r e f u e l e d .  I remember t h a t  
a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q You d i d ?  

A. Yes. Because it wasn' t--LZ D o t t i e  was j u s t  n o r t h  
of  t h a t  a ways. I t  seemed l i k e  w e  went back up nor th  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e .  

Q Well, t hen  I suppose it could have been on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 7 t h .  You f lew from Chu L a i ,  down and d i d  
some c i r c l i n g ,  went back t o  r e f u e l ,  went back and c i r c l e d  a 
l i t t l e  b i t ,  went back t o  Chu L a i .  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can remember we d i d .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you a  couple  of photographs,  
M r .  RIDDLE. We've g o t  them i d e n t i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  h e r e  
as Exh ib i t  P-19 8. Can you i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
t h a t  photograph? 

A. This is  General  YOUNG p o i n t i n g  t h i s  away. This  
w a s  taken a t  LZ D o t t i e  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Okay. I f  y o u ' l l  look a t  -P-199 by j u s t  t u r n i n g  it 
over .  Do you recognize  anybody t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  kenera1  YOUNG. The o t h e r  fe l low I ' v e  seen  
him, b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  h i s  name. 
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Q T h a t ' s  Colonel  BARKER. Do you r ecogn ize  t h a t  £ e l -
low s t a n d i n g  up by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Who's t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  me .  

Q. I d e n t i f i e d  a s  RIDDLE. 

A. T h a t ' s  RIDDLE, s ir .  

Q. Do you remember t h a t  scene?  Do you remember 
s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  done t h i s  q u i t e  o f t e n .  They would 
come up and m e e t  him i n  t h e  ship--I  mean come meet him a t  t h e  
s h i p  and i n s t e a d  of  going he would j u s t  do l i k e  this o r  some-
t h i n k  (mot ioning him over )  and t h e  f e l l ow would j u s t  g e t  o u t .  
I remember one t ime they  w a s  l ook ing  j u s t  about  l i k e  t h i s  on ly  
t hey  was look ing  a t  a map. The r ea son  I remember t h a t  is  I 
have a pict 'ure of  t h a t  probably t a k e n  a t  t h e  same ang le  w i t h  
m e  t aken  it down on them. 

Q - Do you remember who was t a k i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. This  p i c t u r e  h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q - Y e s .  

Q. L i eu t enan t  WHITE c a r r i e d  a camera around wi th  him 
l o t s  of t imes ,  b u t  I ' m  s a y i n g  it was him. 

Q Do you remember where you g o t  your  s l i d e ?  

A. What do you mean? 


Q - Of your  p i c t u r e ?  The p i c t u r e  you mentioned? 


A. Y e s .  

Q - Where d i d  you g e t  it from? 

A. I took it myself .  
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Q. Oh, you d id?  

A. Y e s .  I took it myseif .  There was t h r e e  o r  fou r  
fe l lows  s t and ing  around t h e  jeep then.  

Q Did you know any of  them? 

A. W e l l ,  I knew t h e  gene ra l  because he k ind  of  had 
h i s  back t o  us o r  something. 

Q - Did you know any of t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e a l l y  p lace .  They w e r e  s t a n d i n g  
on t h i s  s i d e  wi th  t h e  map h e r e  s t and ing  t o  t h e  back and t h e  
g e n e r a l  was kind of s t a n d i n g  sideways. 

Q - Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  chap la in  t h e r e ?  Did you e v e r  
c a r r y  t h e  chap la in  wi th  you? Did you s e e  him o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I f  i t ' s  t h e  same chap la in  w e  went 
t o  church wi th  t h a t  morning, I t h i n k  I would know him. No, 3
I c o u l d n ' t  p l a c e  him. a 

3 

Q You d o n ' t  know what t h e  day was t h a t  you took your 
p i c t u r e  do you? 

f-
A. No, d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  da t e .  

Q Do you know what d a t e  t h a t  p i c t u r e  was t h e r e  taken  
though, by any chance? 

A.  I ' d  say  t h i s  was taken  p r e t t y  l a t e .  It could 
have been J u l y  o r  August, some t i m e .  

Q. Why do you say  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I 've  g o t  my c u f f s  r o l l e d  up h e r e .  W e  w e r e n ' t  
suppose t o  have them r o l l e d  up. I r o l l e d  them up p r e t t y  nea r  
every chance I g o t  because it  was ho t .  I know I d i d n ' t  do 
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  3 o r  4 months I was i n  country.  

Q. You n o t i c e  t h a t s s  a d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of a jeep than  
usua l ly  when a commander comes up t o  m e e t  a g e n e r a l  i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  anMP jeep. 
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Q. You n o t i c e d  on t h e  o t h e r  p i c t u r e ,  P-198, on your 
r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  an MP. 

Q. Does t h a t  h e l p  you t o  r e f r e s h  your memory any? 
Came o u t  t o  meet him i n  an MP jeep w i t h  an MP d r i v e r ?  

A. I can  remember t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember no th ing  
else w i t h  it. When t h e  MP s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  o u t ,  h i s  jeep 
s t a r t e d  t o  r o l l  back a f o o t  o r  two and had t o  jump back i n .  
H e  wanted t o  jump back t o  s a l u t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  and he had t o  
jump back i n  and s t o p  h i s  jeep.  By t h a t  t ime t h e  g e n e r a l  
w a s  i n  t h e  s h i p  I t h i n k .  

Q. I show you photograph P-200? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  I have. No, t h e  gene- 
ra l  was s t a n d i n g  more wi th  h i s  back toward m e .  Something 
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q *  Did you know t h o s e  two o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ?  

A.  Thi s  looks  l i k e  t h a t  chap la in .  I know he  was k i n d  
of  a , ' p a r d o n  t h e  exp res s ion ,  a  rough-looking guy f o r  a chap la in .  

Q - Chaplain  LEWIS? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  H e ' s  g o t  s u n g l a s s e s  on. 

Q. How about  t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  t h e r e  nex t  t o  
the g e n e r a l  between t h e  chap la in?  

A. NO, I c a n ' t . . . .  

Q. Colonel  D I O N N E ,  p u b l i c  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  him. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  scene?  I t ' s  t aken  t h e  
same day as t h e  o t h e r  two t h a t  I have j u s t  shown you. There 
i s  t h e  same MP jeep  and t h e  MP i s  s i t t i n g  o f f  h e r e  behind 
you now, o u t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. I remember him s e v e r a l  t i m e s  looking  a t  t h e  map 
on t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  jeep.  
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Q Who had t h e  map? Did t h e  g e n e r a l  c a r r y  one? One 
of t h o s e  maps t h e r e  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s ?  

A. Lieu tenan t  WHITE u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  a map f o r  t h e  
g e n e r a l .  He u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  t h i q s .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  g e n e r a l ,  very  seldom, e v e r  g e t t i n g  h i s  map o u t .  
Maybe once o r  tw ice  w h i l e  w e  were f l y i n g  h e ' d  g e t  t h e  map o u t .  

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  you can p i n p o i n t  t h e  d a t e  of t h a t  
photograph f o r  me then?  

A.  NO. I ' d  have t o  s ay  no. 

Q. A s  I unders tand ,  M r .  RIDDLE,  what you 've  t o l d  us 
h e r e  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r -h e a r i n g  anyth ing  i ;regular  about  
any a c t i v i t i e s  of  Task Force  Barker  i n  any of  t h e i r  opera 
t i o n s ?  

A .  No. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  h e a r i n g  any th ing  about  an 
e x c e s s i v e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  on an ope fa t ion?  

A.  About a l l  I can remember, it seems a s  though 
Task Force  Barker d i d n ' t  t u r n  o u t  t o o  good a s  f a r  as what 
i t s  miss ion  was supposed t o  have been. I t  seems like--we 
c a l l e d  it k ind  of a f l o p .  I t  d i d n ' t  t u r n  o u t  much. T h a t ' s  
about  a l l  I can remember about  it. 

Q. What do you mean it d i d n ' t  t u r n  o u t  much? 

A. Well ,  j u s t  t h e  way t h e  G I ' s  t a l k .  I t  r e a l l y  
wasn' t-- they d i d n ' t  see t h a t  much a c t i o n  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did they  have a good r eco rd?  

A.  A good r eco rd?  

Q Did they  g e t  a l o t  of  k i l l s  o r  do you know? Did 
you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  about  how many k i l l s  t hey  g o t ?  

A. No. 

Q The t a l k  was t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  have a very good 
r e c o r d ,  r i g h t ?  
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A .  Y e s .  

They never  g o t  t o e  t o  t o e ,  e y e b a l l  t o  e y e b a l l  w i th  
t h e  VC? 
Q e  
  

A. T h a t ' s  k ind  of t h e  way t h e  t a l k  was. They r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  run i n t o  t h a t  much r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q. Who was doing t h i s  t a l k i n g ?  J u s t  t h e  t roops?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q- Did you e v e r  hea r  any s t o r i e s  about Task Force 
Barker k i l l i n g  any men, women o r  children--Vietnamese? 

A .  Y e s .  I remember s i n c e  you mentioned s o  many t h i n g s  
t o  k ind  of t i e  them back i n  he re .  I remember General YOUNG 
when w e  was f l y i n g  over  t h e  smoke, he seemed a l i t t l e  b i t  
touchy. Seve ra l  t imes h e ' d  be t r y i n g  t o  l i g h t  a c i g a r e t t e  o r  
something t h e  way t h e  wind was he c o u l d n ' t  l i g h t  it. He g o t  
mad and je rked  t h e  c i g a r e t t e  o u t  and threw it o u t  of t h e  
s h i p .  He wouldn ' t  l i g h t  it. I t  j u s t  seems as  though he was 
a l i t t l e  b i t  touchy o r  something. I remember t h i s  because 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  it kind  of r e f l e c t s  back t o  me, because he 
would ask me. f o r  my c i g a r e t t e  l i g h t e r .  I remember because 
he d i d n ' t  t h i s  t ime. I remember him j u s t  throwing t h e  whole 
c i g a r e t t e  o u t .  

Q- What about t h e  k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  and 
o l d  men--Vietnamese? Did he e v e r  say anyth ing  about t h a t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember t h e  g e n e r a l  eve r  say ing  any- 
t h i n g  about t h a t .  H e  t a l k e d  q u i t e  a b i t  t o  M r .  NEWELL and 
once i n  a wh i l e  M r .  NEWELL would k ind  of l e t  us i n  on some
t h i n g  b u t  most of  t h e  t ime he wouldn' t. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about  Task Force Barker having 
k i l l e d  a l o t  of women and children--Vietnamese? 

A .  I t  seems a s  though I can remember some t a l k  about 
it, b u t  I ' d  r a t h e r  s a y ,  no. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember where t h e  t a l k  was from? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  remember where t h e  t a l k  was from, I 
c a n ' t  p inpoin t  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. How about some problems with a h e l i c o p t e r  from 
t h e  aero-scouts? Some of t h e  Task Force Barker people,  may
be some of t h e  people over  t h e r e  i n  B Company t a l k i n g  about 
how t h e  Task Force Barker t roops  k i l l e d  a l o t  of  people? 

A. I c a n ' t  say.  

Q - Did you ever  hear  any information about a coverup?
Anybody a t tempt ing  t o  suppress  information concerning any i n 
v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  wi th in  t h e  Task Force Barker 
opera t ions?  

A. No. 

Q - M r .  RIDDLE, we have t a l k e d  t o  over  400 wi tnesses .  
W e  have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  of what occurred ou t  h e r e  on t h i s  
opera t ion .  We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of 
t a l k  around the  d i v i s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th in  t h e  123d via ti on 
B a t t a l i o n  about some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  caused by a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ,  Task Force Barker,  gunships,  something during this 
per iod  i n  March. There was a  cons iderable  amount of t a l k  
about it. Did you ever  hear  anything about i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I q u i t e  understand what you mean. 
You mean our  company i t s e l f ?  

Q No, t a l k  w i t h i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  amongst t h e  men. 
E n l i s t e d  men, o f f i c e r s  about what went on down he re  i n  t h i s  
a rea .  That t h e r e  were some people sho t  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
been sho t .  K i l l ed  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  have been k i l l e d .  There 
were a l o t  of rumors, a l o t  of t a l k  about t h i s  Task Force 
Barker and t h e  opera t ions  going on out  of LZ Dot t i e .  Any
t h i n g  t h a t  you can remember about such t a l k  would be of g r e a t  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  

A. No, noth ing  t h a t  would--I'd have t o  say ,  no, s ir .  

Q - Your h e s i t a t i n g  why i s  t h a t ?  

A. Like I say I remember some t a l k  about it, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know where. I t  was j u s t  something l i k e  a l o t  of guys, 
you know G I ' s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  they  j u s t  s t a r t  t a l k i n g .  
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Q What i s  t h e  impress ion t h a t  you have? What a r e  you 
t r y i n g  t o  s ay?  

A.  W e l l ,  l e a d i n g  back t o  t h i s .  I can j u s t  f a i n t l y  r e 
member, I d o n ' t  know where I g o t  t h i s ,  it might be way o f f  
course .  I t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  might have been 500 and some. 
When we were f l y i n g  and c i r c l i n g  they  s a i d  t h e r e  was 500 and 
some they  had K I A ' s  t h a t  day o r  something l i k e  t h a t  down t h e r e .  
Seems l i k e  I can remember M r .  NEWELL p u t t i n g  t h i s  over  t h e  
r a d i o  o r  something. Now, I d o n ' t  want t o  say  t h a t  because 
i t ' s  something--you know, I c a n ' t  say  a b s o l u t e l y  f o r  s u r e ,  
b u t  I j u s t  remember s ay ing  t h a t  they  were r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  them 
down t h e r e .  They've g o t  500 and some s o  f a r .  Something l i k e  
t h a t .  Now, t h i s  cou ld  have been long- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  t h e  day of t h e  smoke? 

A. That  w a s  t h e  day of  t h e  smoke and eve ry th ing  and 
t h a t ' s  about  a l l .  I t  was k ind  of  s t r a n g e  t o  me because I 
d i d n ' t  know what w a s  going on. A l l  w e  were do ing  w a s  c i r c l i n g .  

Q. J u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  c i r c l i n g  and g e t t i n g  co ld?  

A.  Yeah, g e t t i n g  co ld .  No one l e t  us i n  on no th ing ,  
what w a s  going on. 

Q- Was t h i s  t h e  same day t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  w a s  k ind  o f  
u p s e t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  same day. The reason I remember 
t h i s  is  u s u a l l y  he  t u rned  around and s l apped  me on t h e  shoul 
d e r  and done l i k e  t h i s  (motioning) want ing my l i g h t e r .  So, I 
j u s t  reached  i n  and g o t  it f o r  him, b u t  t h i s  day he had some 
matches and he p r e t t y  w e l l  s t r u c k  t h e  whole book o f  matches 
and threw it o u t  and look a t  t h e  c i g a r e t t e  and threw it ou t .  
So he neve r  d i d  g e t  h i s  c i g a r e t t e .  I remember t h i s  because I 
wondered why he  d i d n ' t  ask m e  f o r  my c i g a r e t t e  l i g h t e r .  

Q - Did you l a n d  t h a t  day do you remember o u t  h e r e  o r  
w a s  it a d i f f e r e n t  day t h a t  you went up landed up t h e  way? 

A. No, w e  landed one t ime o u t  i n  t h e  jungle .  I t  w a s  
p r e t t y  w e l l  o u t  i n  t h e  jungle  i n  a r i c e  paddy. There was one 
of  t h e s e  b i g  long  s t a k e s  a s  a f o r t r e s s  around. General  KOSTER 
was t h e r e  and General  YOUNG was t h e r e .  Major General  KOSTER 
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w a s  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  is  t h e  same t i m e  o r  n o t  
e i t h e r .  I j u s t  remember t h i s ? .  I know it was some t i m e  .back 
around t h a t  t ime ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  have any i d e a  whether it was-
it could  have been A p r i l  o r  February,  b u t  I remember us land 
i ng .  That  was t h e  on ly  t i m e  w e  lit e v e r  t h e r e ,  j u s t  one t i m e .  

Q - Does t h a t  f i g u r e  500--I'm j u s t  t h i n k i n g  about  
t h a t  f i g u r e  500. T h a t ' s  a heck o f  a l o t  o f  people .  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Is t h a t  why you remembered t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g  be 
cause  it w a s  a l o t ?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  s o .  I remember h e a r i n g  t h a t ,  l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  maybe I ' v e  g o t  t h i n g s  t u r n e d  around. I remember some
body saying--every once i n  a w h i l e  when something would happen 
M r .  NEWELL would k ind  of  l e t  us i n  on something of t h a t  s o r t ,  
Like we were do ing  r e a l  good o r  something, b u t  i t  seems l i k e  
he might have t o l d  me o r  j u s t  f l a s h e d  it over  o u r  r a d i o  ou r  
in te rcom,  t h a t ,  " t h e y ' r e  doing r e a l  good. Already g o t  500 
K I A ' s , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  Like I say  I d o n ' t  remember 
t ha t - 

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did your  crew c h i e f  s ay  any th ing  o r  
d i d  anybody say  anyth ing  back t o  M r .  NEWELL? I t  seems t o  m e  
t h a t  would have evoked some s o r t  o f  a comment from somebody, 
t h a t  number? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s a i d  anything.  

Q But t h e  g e n e r a l  w a s n ' t  happy? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  g e n e r a l  was t o o  happy. 

Q I t  seems k ind  of s t r a n g e  t h a t  i f  t h e y  had r e a l  
good succes s  down t h e r e  k i l l i n g  500 VC why he  wou ldn ' t  have 
been happy? 

A. Yes, l i k e  I say  I d o n ' t  know. I can remember him 
about  t h e  c i g a r e t t e  d e a l .  Usual ly  he j u s t  reached back-

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e  c i g a r e t t e  d e a l  and h i s  un
happiness  were on t h e  same day t h a t  t h e s e  500-

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I don1t know. 
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Q e  You d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was t h e  same day? 

A. W e l l ,  I remember--like I s a i d  t h e s e  people ,  t h e  
500, I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  f o r  s u r e  on t h a t .  I t  seems a s  though it 
w a s  t h e  same day w e  s een  a l l  t h a t  smoke and w e r e  c i r c l i n g .  
T h a t ' s  what I was t y i n g  i n .  

Q I wonder where M r .  NEWELL g o t  t h a t  in format ion?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. Maybe he  hea rd  it through some of  
t h e  ground f o r c e s .  H e  was t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  most of 
t h e  t i m e .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any o t h e r  l a r g e  body counts  
d u r i n g  any of  t h e  t imes t h a t  you were f l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l ?  

A .  No, I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q - W e l l ,  M r .  R I D D L E ,  you 've  looked a t  o u r  M-57 
h e r e  and seen  what w e ' r e  a t t empt ing  t o  do, t h e  purpose of 
t h e  i n q u i r y .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f  t h a t  
would have any th ing  t o  do w i t h  o u r  miss ion  h e r e  w i t h  r e f e r 
ence  t o  f i n d i n g  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made of 
an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s n ' t  q u i t e  r i g h t ?  We t h i n k  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was something t h a t  w a s n ' t  
q u i t e  r i g h t  t h a t  should  have been i n v e s t i g a t e d .  W e  t h i n k  
t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of t a l k  about it. W e  t h i n k  maybe somebody 
t r i e d  t o  squash it. 

A. Pu t  t h e  l i d  on. 

Q. Yeah, s i t  on it. Do you know anyth ing  about any
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  Give us a h i n t ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I-

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  seems k ind  of funny t h a t  i f  some
t h i n g  d i d  happen o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  w a s n ' t  r i g h t  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  
have been a l i t t l e  t a l k  about  it. I f  it was something t h a t  
w a s n ' t  r i g h t  i t ' s  funny t h a t  it w a s n ' t  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t ' s  
funny t h a t  somebody d i d n ' t  s ay  something about  it, t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  it was funny? 

A. No, u s u a l l y  M r .  NEWELL would, he  never  d i d  l e t  us 
i n  on t o o  much, b u t  once i n  a w h i l e  h e  would k ind  of l e t  us i n  
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on something j u s t  maybe t o  g i v e  us something t o  t h i n k  about  
o r  something t h a t  you might  s a y .  H e  w a s n ' t  go ing  t o  g i v e  us 
any i n fo rma t ion .  

Q H e  neve r  d i d ?  

A.  .I  c a n ' t say  a s  I e v e r  remember any th ing  abou t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  what shou ld  have been o r  t h e  t r o u b l e s  o r  
any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  on Task Force  Barker .  

Q W e l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
s ay  any th ing  else t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  s a y  o r  ask any 
q u e s t i o n s  o f  m e  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask .  I ' l l  t r y  t o  re
spond t o  them b e f o r e  w e  c l o s e  h e r e .  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y  a n y t h i n g  I can  t h i n k  about .  No, I 
guess  n o t .  

Q- I a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  much your  e f f o r t  i n  coming 
o u t  h e r e  and t a l k i n g  t o  us today .  I n  b e h a l f  o f  Genera l  PEERS 
I would l i k e  t o  thank you f o r  t h a t  e f f o r t .  I would a l s o  l i k e  'N 
t o  thank you f o r  t r y l n g  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  your  mind and recal l  r=i 
h e r e  t o  h e l p  us w i t h  t h i s  t a s k  o f  o u r s .  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  -2 
a s k  t h a t  you w i l l  r e c a l l  t h e  r e q u e s t  h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  d i s c u s s i n g  
what  w e  have d i s c u s s e d  you and I h e r e  today .  You now have 
some f a c t s  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have when you came i n  h e r e .  They t-
shou ld  be  t r e a t e d  p r o p e r l y  s o  t hey  d o n ' t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  wrong 
hands.  Th i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  shou ld  you be  asked  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
t h i n g  w i t h  anybody t h a t  i s  a p rope r  a u t h o r i t y ,  m i l i t a r y  o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and t r i a l  o r  t h e  Congress o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  
o r  any committee t h e r e o f  you,  o f  c o u r s e ,  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  them i n  any manner t h a t  you want.  Do you 
have any th ing  f u r t h e r ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q *  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1550 h o u r s ,  1 4  March 1970 .) 
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S e r g e a n t  (E-5) Es teban  RIVERA-MUNIZ, SSAN: 
wh,o was a UH-1B h e l i c o p t e r  doorgunner  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  

Aero Scou t  Company, 123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  on 16 March 
1968,  appea red  on  31 J a n u a r y  1970 i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  r e q u e s t  
f o r  h i s  appearance  t o  g i v e  t e s t imony .  

I t  was a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  f l y  i n  s u p p o r t  
of  Task Force  Barke r  on 16 March 1968,  and no t e s t i m o n y  w a s  
t a k e n .  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ROGERS, P r e s t o n  S. SP5 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
Chu L a i ,  Repub l i c  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: B Company, 123d 
A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  406th TC Detachment.  

TESTIMONY . 
The w i t n e s s  w a s  a member o f  t h e  main tenance  de tachment  

which s u p p o r t e d  t h e  123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  
had j u s t  been a s s i g n e d  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  on 1 March 1968 
and t h u s  was unaware o f  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  b e i n g  t o l d  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  
from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  
unusua l  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  My L a i ,  abou t  unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  o f  
noncombatants ,  o r  a b o u t  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a p i l o t  and 
a ground commander (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  was n e v e r  t o l d  t o  keep  
q u i e t  a b o u t  it (pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t  
company and d i d  n o t  know L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER, Warrant  
O f f i c e r  MILLIANS, or  Warrant  O f f i c e r  LIVINGSTONE (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1330 h o u r s ,  2  January 
  
1970 . )  
  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe rsons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  'LTG PEERS, 
MR MACRRATE, and CDR DAVIS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  is S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  P r e s t o n  S .  
ROGERS. 

(SP5 ROGERS was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

RCDR : S p e c i a l i s t  ROGERS, would you s t a t e  your  name, g r a d e ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  P r e s t o n  S. ROGERS, 
Company B ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Where a r e  you s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. Chu L a i ,  Vietnam. 

10: Before w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' l l  f i r s t  
g i v e  you some in fo rmat ion  concerning a few m a t t e r s .  The 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by S e c r e t a r y  RESOR and by 
Genera l  WESTMORELAND, Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, 
f o r  t h e  purpose of de termining t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning two m a t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  reviews and rewor t s  w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  
o f  command, o f  what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968, and 

(2)  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o r  wi thho ld ing  
o f  in fo rmat ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
in fo rmat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  inves -  
t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  concerning what took 
p l a c e  a t  My La i .  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  s ~ e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 
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Q A s  a m a t t e r  of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I should  t e l l  you t h a t  
I have a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed t h e  p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  concerned wi th  
t h i s  same i n c i d e n t .  Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t aken  under 
o a t h .  A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
A t a p e  record ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ve rba t im 
n o t e s  which a r e  be ing  t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  0.f t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
that$ p a r t s  of t h e  test imony may become a  m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  
knowledge a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Aside from m y s e l f ,  a t  t h e  t a b l e  h e r e  is  M r .  MACCRATE, 
who. i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who h a s  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  A r m y  t o  s e r v e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  and l e g a l  
counsel  t o  me. He may a l s o  address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  of 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty  
o r  a s  you may be d i r e c t e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  C\' 

l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Have you been c i t e d  a s  C 
a w i t n e s s  o r  been c a l l e d  i n  any r e s p e c t  i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  - 
c a s e  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley?  

A. I was c a l l e d  up and gave a s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  C I D .  t-. 
That is a l l  I had t o  do w i t h  i t .  

Q. You have n o t  been c i t e d  i n  th . a t  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  you a r e  c i t e d  i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  
your  t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  o r d e r  which may be  i s s u e d  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  of  United 
s t a t e s  v.  Calley? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

RCDR : S p e c i a l i s t  ROGERS, I ' m  Commander DAVIS from t h e  
MACV S t a f f  Judge Advocate 's  O f f i c e .  We have no in fo rmat ion  
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i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you have committed any o f f e n s e s .  However, i f  
d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  your  t e s t imony  something comes-up,  I w i l l  
i n t e r r u p t  t h e  p roceed ing  t o  a d v i s e  you o f  your  r i g h t s  t h a t  may 
be a p p l i c a b l e .  I n  t h e  meantime, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  be ing  
conducted p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Army and 
Chief  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Army. You d o  have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
answer q u e s t i o n s  . 
10:  What w a s  your  du ty  ass ignment  on 16 March 1968, 

S p e c i a l i s t  ROGERS? 


A. I w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  B Company, a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  406th 
TC Detachment and w a s  working a s  an  e l e c t r i c i a n .  

Q.  B Company o f  what? 

A. The 123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n .  


Q Were you a member o f  t h e  f l i g h t  de tachment?  


A. No, s i r ,  I was a member o f  t h e  main tenance  detachment  
which s u p p o r t e d  them. 

Q.  P a r t  o f  t h e  ground e l emen t?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. And how long  had you been a s s i g n e d  t h e r e ,  up t o  
t h a t  t ime?  

A. I had been a s s i g n e d  s i n c e  a b o u t  March 1st .  

Q. S i n c e  1 March 1968? 

A. F i r s t  o f  March 1968. 

Q. How much l o n g e r  d i d  you remain  i n  t h a t  c a p a c t i y ?  

A. U n t i l  February  20th  o f  1969. 

Q.  Did you i n  any way p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you aware of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. NO, sir. 
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Q Do you recall t h e  company having been assembled 
and having been t o l d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing conducted 
of what may have t aken  p l a c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, s i r .  I hea rd  no th ing  about  it. 

Q Do you know t h e  name of  your company commander a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o  because  I was i n  a 
d i f f e r e n t  company a l l  t o g e t h e r .  And t h e  major I had t a l k e d  t o ,  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e  had l e f t .  I b e l i e v e  Major TENOR 
(phone t i c )  was t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was the f i r s t  major I t a l k e d  t o  when 
I came t o  Chu L a i .  

Q. What was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  u n i t  you w e r e  
a s s igned  t o  and t h e  aero-scout  company of t h e  123d Avia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. W e  were t h e  suppor t  maintenance. W e  d i d  o rgan iza 
t i o n a l  and d i r e c t  suppor t  maintenance on t h e  s h i p s .  

Q. Did you l i v e  w i t h  t h e  aero-scout  company? 

A. No, sir .  I l i v e d  s e p a r a t e  from them. 

Q Y e s .  Would you c i t e  a g a i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
the u n i t  t o  which you belonged a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I was ass igned  t o  B Company, 123d Avia t ion  Company, 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  4 0 6 t h  TC Detachment. 

Q- But you belonged t o  t h e  aero-scout  company o f  t h e  123d 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q. And you were i n  t h e  maintenance end of  t h e  b u s i n e s s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you h e a r  some t a l k i n g  around t h e  aero-scout  
company about  any th ing  unusual  which may have t a k e n  p l a c e  on 
the 1 6 t h  of  March? 
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A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything,  . j u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  
t a l k  t h a t - was normally going around. I t  was nothing about-
anything about My Lai.  

Q. ~ e l ' l ,d id  you hea r  anything about one of the  p i l o t s  
landing h i s  chopper and having a conf ron ta t ion  o r  an argument 
w i t h  some of the  ground t roops?  

A.  No, sir.  I have n o t  heard anything about t h a t  up 
u n t i l  now. 


Q Did you hea r  t h a t  one of t h e  p i l o t s  r epor ted  t h e  

unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  o r  o t h e r  noncombatants: 


No, s i r ,  not  u n t i l  I read  it  i n  t h e  paper .  

You d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything i n  Bravo Company? 

No, sir.  

Q O r  the aero-scout company? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I th ink  it l a t e r  became Bravo Company b u t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  was t h e  aero-scout company. 

A. I t  s t i l l  i s  t h e  aero-scout company b u t  i t  is  
considered both.  

Q Did anybody ever  caut ion  you, o r  d i d  you hear  
o t h e r  people caut ioned t o  keep q u i e t  about t h i s  because i t  was 
be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I haven ' t .  


Q Do you know Warrant O f f i c e r  MILLIANS? 


A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  


Q Captain LIVINGSTON? 


A.  N O ,  sir.  


Q warrant  o f f i c e r  BAKER? 


A. No, sir.  
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& Warrant O f f i c e r  BROWN? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

No, sir. 

Q We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  bottom o f  e v e r y t h i n g
t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  o f  cou r se ,  
the -subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  were d i r e c t e d  a t  t h a t  
i n c i d e n t  and t h e  reviews of  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  I t  would appear  
t h a t  you have been q u i t e  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  aero-scout  company 
i n  your  c a p a c i t y .  But ,  I w i l l  s a y  i f  there i s  anyth ing  which 
you may r e c a l l  based  upon hav ing  hea rd  any rumors o r  any th lng  
of t h i s  n a t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  company which would i n d i c a t e  that  
perhaps  something unusua l  took p l a c e  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  we 
would d e f i n i t e l y  l i k e  t o  h e a r  it. 

A,  No, sir. J u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  t i m e ;  j u s t  a normal 
month. 

Q. Fine .  Thank you ve ry  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1348 hour s ,  2 January  1970.) 
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