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Our mission is to enable people to
engage with open knowledge and___
access reliable information in order to
develop their understanding of the!
sworld, and make informed deC|5|ons
about Issues that affect _*—«w.,
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“The work in Edinburgh has embedded
information literacy skills in the
curriculum...(editing Wikipedia) enables
students to understand sources and
copyright and also leads into discussions
about the privilege and geography of
knowledge.”

Melissa Highton - Director of Learning, Teaching and
Wisle
University of Edinburgh



Wikimedia and democracy

Wikimedia programmes teach
participants information literacy

Higher information literacy can
significantly increase citizen
engagement in democratic
processes
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Building information literacy skills consists of:

Understanding content, verifying information
Applying critical thinking skills

Using collaborative and group learning skills
Encouraging civic disposition
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Strengthening civil society means

Providing open and free access to accurate information
Improving information literacy skills

Encouraging volunteering

Providing accessible collaborative infrastructure
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Using these arguments, we recommend that:

Definitions of information literacy at a national level promote the
iImportance of information literacy for democratic participation
The culture of democratic participation is embedded in formal

education curricula
Information literacy resources from Wikimedia are harnessed in

education programmes

Partner organisations should:

Organise Wiki volunteer activities as a way to promote civic
engagement

Support marginalised groups to harness the skills gained
through wiki training

Support citizens to tackle systemic biases on Wikipedia
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Working on Wikimedia UK projects can
facilitate this spirit of working towards a
common good (free knowledge for all),
cooperation with others, activism, which in
the long run encourages an empowered civil
society.

This can go a long way towards realising
Wikimedia UK’s vision of a more informed,
democratic and equitable society.
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An article is a page where you find information



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIoAVhBrFr0



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBzvxYp72IQ
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