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JOHN “FONES'S TADES

LITTLE JOHN, JONESES

INTRODUCTION.

Nort long ago there lived in a small village,
wi‘hin yvelve milgs of London, an-old an
who had scen a greay deal of the world.
Through the greater part of his life he had
enjoyed exceedingly good heglth, and whei,
he was young, he had been both very strong
and ﬁew handsonp His spirits had been
usifgmly cheerful and somet_lges high, and
in his gay fits he had at tlmes.done foohsh
things. * He neverthreless hagtalw:ays beent
fand-of rraging when he hidd time, and hg
VOL. By
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had réypeiyed a veJ?' good edudhlioy fu
man of his si;aifqn, eo thatjde wrote W
rend his own lan&uage\wz:aty cbrrect!;'f, anf
thought s great deal upor everything that'
came under his notice. He had; tpo,nn,..'%'v’ay
of hnkipg in grener:ﬂtdiﬂetent fr(;m,:uts)ﬂ
otfier pecple, which made ‘it very plgarants
to hear him talke The books of whicl. ie
was most fond were Shakespear’s plu¥s and
the histories of his own and other countries,
and as his memory was very good, he seldom
forgot a line that he had r:ead. Indecd, he
would say that mentory only required to be
exercised to be as“go-oﬂ in every one as him-
&elf; and thaf in those who pretended =ot
to be able to recolfect things as well, the
fadt wag not in their m»mo-y, but i.. their
attention.

‘“Evepything to which  people rttend
Very much,” he said, “they are ‘sure to re-
member. o If T ‘eut % line deerr'n a‘slote
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w‘..m a.'peﬂkmfe nobody\,ca.n rub j§ oft; but
At d mlyﬁdra?vﬁ 1t with & & sla.te-penc'l 11; is
gone n a 31191'2ena Tbose who Qish to
know anythjng nsust attend for attention is
the Qenkplfe, and memory 1s the slate.”

E\gn aftér 1is strehgth had hled;” and
'hlsthn' was as white a% snow, ho was gl
e@'eedmgly cheerful and.contented, though
+he was not at all a rich man, and his mortal
life was coming near a close. He was
very fond of children, too, and loved to
jom, ass well asShe could, in their little
sports and amusemsntg; and God, who had
thoug‘xt fit to deny him I?xany things in life,
amd whose will was bringing”him slowly i
the graye which Adam”has left open ‘to ail
had ﬂ,cn bountifed to him in su;roum?ing
his. ()1(1 age with that which_he. valued mgre
than-the gifts of fortune—namely,’s number
of bnght young kindred faces.

omdJ oﬂ\J ones,wheh he had goae through
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many &ﬁ'cxent Scenesin dlﬂ'emmt‘lanqs, Hngy.
having. “left his nat‘xv«- town s Walm, sad.
lost mhck m,pney, partﬁz by, 1mpmdence,
and partly by accldents, sad hlmaelf down in
the village I h%.ve mentloned , and ngned
the»'ﬂuugbter of the séhoolm&stér He¢ ul 2d”
tock a nurscry-ga.rden, whlch he masagcd'
well for thiMy years, and during that thune
he had six sons, and two or three dau‘ghters.-“
Eachof his sons received an excellent edu-
cation, that is tosay, such  one as fitted them
fortheir station in life, witkout makiag thtm
discontented, with 1t ¢ IFe qualified them to
make the best of their mearis and of their
mdustry ; he apened to them many soxrccs
of ‘calm and innocent pleasure, and,none of
dlsbonteqt His sons &nd ‘Jaughters all
married early gnd well, for his neighboufs
were°glad“to have for the pargners in Lfe of,
their children, persons who had been br ought
vp as thej had begn. The fldcnsvbom S0hr
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asc obkis ghildten wad celled John, out
"'i‘hve.aud reﬁneet for tHe %1d man ;7and as
they were a!lsetﬂed in the.same vlllage, tHege
was a little Qoloﬁy of young.Jehn Joneses,
#18 uked often——almost every night—to ga-
thettouhd théiy granddathe? in his cosgge,
dike% wreqth of toses cljpging roupd in eld
'oQ" qPwone time he amused himself and
;hem hygt;e’lmg them stories of the different
n?lventl!res which had occurred to him in the
ea. y part of life; and-he was sure, while so
do'ng, tp draw s}*ne good lesson from the
tale he related, oftep Waming himself, and
pointin g-out ersors which he had commltted
for old: John Jones was by ne means a vain
man, although the attontion with whi¢h his
little qu:ditory. listgned, might, I will owf,
create a degree of self-satisfaction in his
heart, Such stories, however. will exhaust'
themselves; and as the children were evie
dently as.well pleased to hear Rim relate
8
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what he had redd, as that wiioch $igshed
done, he ‘soon bega.n to *dmsv ffbm, ,otl?em
squrcet than his' wecolledtiongy bf peftsonal
adventures and night aftet hlght during the
greater part of 1836, he told thc children
the,,tales which ‘follow, taking care %o pr ﬁx‘
toe evéry( little tale, a shght but suffidient,
sketch of the preceding hlstmy, and of, +he
characters about to be introduced.

The effect was, to fix upon theire minds,
not only some of the most . striking events
invmodern history, but to give the yorng
people, who were gyowj,ﬁg up around him,
& clearer and mor® definite idea of ’the pagt
Jprogress of E‘ﬁrope, since the fall of the
Roman Empire, thar is gencrally found in
tne class to which they belong, especially at
their age.

“His first stories were all taken from the
History of England, and he began theni
when thé. eldest of the littlé porly which
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jabersd worngd hith was Yhirteen, and the
%@uws"nim,: ol one fing ‘summer'gvei)ing
of the yea® & have mentqned. Occazionallye
he stopped to explain the memning of a
wt?d which he thought ¢he younger of his
hearers™might got understdhd ; bat such, ex-
plafiations, where they.arc needful,”I ill
pﬁ{aq the-bottom of the page, in order to
Jet the stories go on without interruption.
Let us suppose that we see him, thgn, my
young-friends, sitting in his blooming garden,
atchis cottage dogr, with his long white hair
falling on his shoulders, and all his grand-
children abous him; and let us think we
listen to what he says.



JOHN J@NES'S TALES,

THE KOMAN PERIOD.

I pARE say, my dear children, you have alft
heard.of the Romans. What, little Charles
has never heard of them?! Well, I will tell
you all about them anosher time. They
were a very great nattongliving in a country
called Italy; a.nd by their coursge and skill
ip war, conquez\,d the greater part of i’ﬂurope,
u.nd a part both of Asia and Afmca For
mar.y years, mone of the half- bqrbu.rous
tribes who surrounded them could’ resist
theme suceessfully, and the more cwyllzed
ahd luxurious nations of the East fell be-
fore them,thth éven iess resp_stai\se.
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il 2 U’i}sﬁr Jthe fitst Jempegor ot _the
Romdﬁa 'a tef naxmg Q;ohquered Gaul, gnd
extendcd th® Bgman EMplre ¢o the ‘&hor&s
of :vhat we call the British Chartnel, deter-
mmed“po Jnvade the, httfe idland which we
mwhabw’ ahd ﬁfty-ﬁve years %efore*the
blrﬂh..of oug Savieur, e accordmgly em-
baMed, with a small forces of imfantry, at a
‘rench port, sppposed to be Calais, and
lcaving‘ his horse soldiers to follow, 8ailed
for England, on the 26th of August. This
coitntry was, at *he time, inhabited by a
people called the Bnt&ns, who were then
it a very barbarous s‘tate, (,1f we may bhe-
licve the accounts: of the Romans. At alk
avents, ghey had been Agrea.tly alarmed by,
the tﬁ‘l?iags which® had reached ghem, or
that famous people who «had conquered
(¥ap1l; being abaut to attack them dlso ; ‘and
at first they had sent ambassadors to Julius
Ceosar, to ‘Persyade bim ot to Some, by
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offers of sybmission. ¥Finding, Joteves: -l
he vas about to gail, they iades p,teps.ra-
tions for resigting him, as wel) &s they could,
and focked in immense numbels to the place
where he was likely to land. The ‘whole
«lify, in the nei‘éhbo‘hl:hood' of Dovey, Wete
covered with theh‘<wild.=tioops, whigh «fol-
lowed the Romaxn ships, as they sailed adtag
the coast, till they reached a spot, now callec
Walmer, where Casar prevared to disem-
bark his men, A fierce battle took place a1
this point, the Britons rushing down into%he
s¢a, to prevent the intaders from landmg ; a1
the Romans were almost digMeartened wit
difficulties, wHich they had not been accus
tom;d to encounter.” The better disciplin«
amd arms, however, of the m-va.dcrf', éhurriec
the day. The Britons were defeatcd anc
the «Romsans landed. The natives ~f Hhe
country then gubmitted for a short time, bu
soon renewed the war, and wer® again de
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m-ﬂ’ W6 38 trust to (wsar's oyn ac-
rov\nt"' B ‘s verx cleur? however, tbat.he
was in a grest hyrry to get awsy ; and it is
probable that he Was not quite so successful
as he xe r.esent.ed )

‘H«we urnd it the llowing yeas, witi a
muobalarger army of both oot and }.orse sol-
dioss, and, after a great number of battles,
forced his way gnward to the banks of the
Thames, contrivipg to take advantage of the
old quarrels which existed amongst the
Briiish princes, ir order to weaken the
enemy, and gain assisténce and provisions
fox his troops.™The prfnclpa,l British forces
that opposed him, under a “prince called
Cassibelanus, did more than could, perhaps,
be expcc‘ed agtinsten well-disciplingd arnly,
attackmg the Romans frequently with theix
war-cl ariots, ofswhich, at oneetinfe, tHere
were four thousand in the ﬁeld. Neverthe-
less, Cassxlimlanus sogn saw, that, in the
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present state of th> country, m\woulQ.W?‘m ;
possible to resist iy long and "U‘Wa.vds

“the erd of the year he entfro&‘ into & tleaty
of peace With Cesar, by ‘which he agreed'
that Britain should pay a certain .yearly tri-
bufe to the Romans, and élvé hostaam for
the perfSrmance df*the terms. Owmsary who
had then advanced as far as St. Alban}eor
perhaps somcwhat farther, retreated to his
ship8, and left Britain for ever.

It is probable the tribute was never paid,
and the emperors frequsntly threatenea to
come and teke it, blit for nearly a hundred
years the Romans hever afain set foot-in
Great Britaift. The nextinvasion took place
while g prince named Claudius ,was em-
péror; and the Roma#t arhy which now
landed is saideto have amounted to fifty
thousand men.  Several battles tookeplpce;
but the, Romahns_ made smal] progress; for
a.lthouglf the Britong wére cénstantly de-



KORRITILE JOHN@JONESES, 13

,:ea!W(;}’% 1l cdntinué‘ {o Tesigs, under a
prince’ e,a,he‘l Gaructacu.;,’txll at length that
great hero wak a.ttacked o a hill in Shrop?
shg'%, still c&lled Caer Caradoc, hnd com-
plebely defeutcd by the R,;m&ns, to whom
hé '(“ua afteﬁvafds treﬂcherously hetra?ud
Dutmg the ten yearsetaat followed the
Roimns mude considerable progress, found-
ing cities,.build,ing forts, and establishing
colonies’; but thay did not enjoy their von-
quests in peace, for about the year 61, &
geribral revolt of all that portion of Britain
which had submitted; tobk placg A num-
ber of* dlﬂ'elé'% tribes® placed themselves
under the command of a Gueen, called,
Boadicea, who had been shamefully in-
Jured 'gnd ingulte® by the Romgns, ft-
tacked and utterly destroped ome of the
Rogaa coloniesy. defeated the ainth legton,
and captured several large tc-wns, putting
the Roman® to, the gword wherdver they
VOL. 1. c
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were fouqd bucf&ss gave o w cow to
the Biitons. An arny of tvvo l’undted and’
'&hn'ty,, thouq;md Jnen wa.s ¢ollected, and
marchipgirapidly on, n.ttacked the small force
of Suetomus,“the ‘Roman governy, amotint-
mg to g\bt more than ter tllousand. ghen H
bt the ill-discipksed farces of the Bﬂtons
were, once vaore, totally defeated, and €Boa-
dicea poisoned herself in despair.

‘From that time, till the,arrival in Great
Britain of a famous officer, named Agricola,
the portion of the island which had falleninto
the hands of the Romuns enjoy'cd a consi-
derable degree of tranqullht‘y”notwnhstand-
‘Lng'the, insutiection of several of the sub-
(dued tribes. It was in commanding one of
the Ropan legions agiinst theses eﬁemxes
that Agricola ohtained his first great mlhta.ry
renown § but he was afterwgrds rewarded by
the government of Britain, which had now be-
come & Roman p;'ovmce dn this hlgh offige,
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Agrml. s}w frdd himsel - equally great in a
cml and "lﬂlt&l‘ 5 capa,cu s and in the course
of seven campmgns, he never, met wnh >
defeat, but extended the bounds of the pro-
m‘l?e far into Scotland tnarking the limit
lv aglipe’ of foriresses ot castles, frdm a @reat
branc},fn of the sca,,called Frith of T“orth *to
anpéber on tile opposite side of the island,
salled the Frith of €lyde. The Caledoni.a.ns,
or Scots, were hig most pertinacious enemies,
but were defcated in every battle in which
they ventured to engage, and, it would ap-
pear, were only savad from complete sub-
jection by thesmaccessiblé fastnesses of the
hlghlands While yet in thm.full career of
success, Agncola, was recalled by the tyran-
nical umperovaomAtlan, after having cauge
a fleet to sail completely rqund the 1sland
For many years after this, the Roraans eon-
tinued to held possession of the country
they had’ O)tamed without*any 1ery great .
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trouble, though thég were engﬂlged frome time
to tlme in warfage, with teibe who were
alwa)s anxigus t¢ shake oﬂ' the yoke. "Some
of the Roman emperors seemed to. have
neglected the provmce a.ltoget.her H an(f few:
of faem 100k ahy great troubls to retam -3t
The ls.mperor Hadrian, however, camg into
England in persgn, reformed ia great @ym-
ber of abuses that existed, and built a wall
of earth, from the mouth qf the river Tyne
as far as the Solway Frith. The Emperor
Severus, too, also came into Britain, &nd
died at York, wora cat by fangues and
sorrows. He it was-who bui; the greatest
Roman worktat was ever erected in this
country, employing' his troops m raising
a wall of solid stone, of swelve feet hlgh and
elght feet thick, as near as possible to that
of- Hadrian,. but at the distance of qmany
miles from apother wall, whjgh had been
previously built ‘between ‘_theé'F:orth and
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Clyd@,.,by o np of thq Koman governors
durmg t'ﬂe‘ reign f the. Emperor Atftovine ;
a.nd it is su osed that the whole oountr;@
between these two wa.lls, had, 1"-f1w mean-
i, been Tost: by the Ramans.

J}fter'the d&ath of the Eniperor S;everus, at
Y!m{ the Roman_empjr~ was dlStlll‘UEd'by
a’geat number of quarrels and disputes,
which prevented the various emperors from
attending to the government of distanj pro-
vinces ; and the.barbarous nations inhabit-

3 the shores of the north seas began to
ravage the coasts »f Great Britain. The
principdl of these werg Franks and Saxons ;
and the” Roman governors, i order to quiet
them, and to derive some advantage from
their wa.rhke. character, foohshly took %
number of these ba,rba,nans‘ into their pay as
soldwrs Ra.ther more than , eighty ycars
a.fter the de&th of SeverusyGreat Britain was
visited by ~the Fmmneror’ Cbnstantius ; and

c2
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shortly aﬁer, that }Q'mce dlsd Gied af 'Xork

A.D. 308, Teaving the_ empire o Co‘?}ptamune.-
.sumam 12d the Great, the first g‘hnstum em-
peror. ‘That celebrated ptince is said'to havé
been born in Britain, and various atitMors
assezt that his *mother, leena, was othe
daughter of a Brifish prmce, but I do‘ 1ot
think that there is any truth i in either mge-
ment. Certain it is, howevcr, that Constan-
tine was first saluted emperor at York. He
was killed in the yecar 340,

The disturbances and contentions in the
Roman empire which fqllbwcd the death of
Constantine, and ¢he partitionof the empige
between his scns, was far from delivering
Great Britain, as might have been cxpected
Trop the presence or expctions of ;henweak
monarchs of dlﬂ'erent portions of the Roman
empjre. Nor did the tribes Which had‘,sub-
witted to their rule escape the j ncursions of
_the Plcts,,Scots, Franks, and §axons; but
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the oginge.  Bitain Bad sisen into great ‘

or,tq.ndb and *the nurﬁber of Homan
soldiens which it L’onta.me(‘ more tha-: ofica,
decided* who shduld be empcror, A great
nfber of evils, however, and dangers too,
gq,thered roug(f the Ramaw emplrc, likes the
'blrfclu “louds that we somgtimes see coming
a.ll round ‘thd sky, on & summer evening ;
and at last, an emperor, called Honorius,
was obliged, for his own defence, to, call
almost all the reg.;ula,r troops out of Britain.
Thg rest of the Roman population soon
followed, and the natives of the country were
left to deéfend themselvgs as best they could
against a’great number of en(ﬁn.ies, who were
ready to fall upon theme The Saxons wWeTe
the mgst ’powegful of these, and proved e
most shccessful but before Igo on to tell
you about them, I will just say a woxd or Jwo
rega.rdmg some Curious points i in the history
of the.anclent Britons,
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The Romans fdgimd the [ifhabitahts of
thé " Btitish Islés t\ndoubtedly i‘i} B VeIV
barbareus state, compare& with themselves'; ;
but yet the\y were a great'déal more tivilized
than the savage tibes which we fotmé’m
Norsh Amenca, andoin the' 1s.lands in the
South Seas. Inthe first place, the)‘ﬂ_ kad
a regular system of religious worship, with
an immense number of priests, called Druids.
who, had a very great influence ower the
whole people, and had recourse to & num-
ber of cunning tricks, both to keep up their
authority, and make the rest of the nation
p‘ay them handsomely. It may séem won-
derful to yousmy dears, that they should
haVe obtained or kept this influence, when
1 gell you that their exactions andy their
tymnny were very great, and that thtir doc-
trines, rites, and ceremonies were so bar-
barous and bloody as to qbe/_revolting' to
every feeling of humanity, Pepple pretend
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that the Dtus. 5080 AMET gL rhemselves, in
‘&clet"u pqrer *so:t of - ehglon but it cer-
tam]y “hever qnﬂuenced their actiong, a.nd‘
was 1ot commumca.ted to the people in
“genieral. All barbarqus flatiohs arp super-
stitiaus, and*whatvvcr'excltes their fafi~y,
or Bizikes them with feary¢btains the T revér-
engem This ;ms one cauge of the Druids
«btaining power; but the Druids also pos-
sessed a’much jugter source of influencey for
they werc by far the most learned of the
pecple ; and there can be little or no doubt
that they had advanced-a great way in se-
veral of the seiences, *sudh s astronomy
and natural philosophy. Of mochanics they
also lme‘w something, “and they were the
physiéiars, sutgeons, and, in geneyal, law-
givers of the nations of which I speak. Thi.s
of cousse gave thgm very great authofity ; and
perhaps the-aq of telling fortures, to which
they preten(hd, aave them gtill more. Never-
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theless, sgveral paifs ot thelr 1evém.rwould
nqt have been easty collec‘ted nfnth&y her

not hid recoursé to a cun?'ng devwe for
bringing th supplies. In the first pla.ce, they
taught *he péoplé that no act of religions
worshlp, great or small, could“be perfqr!nred
withoutr the presehiee of & Dl‘lll‘d ; and jn the
next place, that all fires throughout. the
whole land should be first lighted from tho
sacred fire which they kept burning®on their
altgrs. Every man was forced to put out
his fire on the last day of October ; and he
was forbidden, unuer “pain of excommum-
cation, from rehghtmg it with an¥ but the
sacred fire. ‘This of course brought immense
numbers of the people to the temples of the
Df uids.on the first of Noventber ; m}‘}l there
ig reason to believe that fire from the altar
was refusedcto all those who had no: ppid
their yearly iribute to the ppicsis. At the
same tinfe, all other persons wele 1 forbidden,
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undor@am ‘of ‘excommtigation, §o supply
e 16™Mote who ha.d ¥oen refused by the
Druids, so thes gvery oné wase obliged tor
pa,‘th.e ‘ga.x,‘ or shiver through tlle.winter.
Besides this ygarly ,payr'nent‘ the, Druids
oBtained a shre® of all’the people’y weaﬁéh
in tlrwshape of offeringsas the temyles, for
it m# easily be supposed that men, who,
ih their. superstifion, would give up a great
number ‘of humare beings to be enclosed*in a
wicker image, representing a man, and then
burnt to death, as an offering to the gods,
would not refuse a latge portion of the spoil
taken from the enemy, Or e\?e% a part of their
own riches. It is but too ceftain that such
horrible gacrifices as 1 have mentioned, werc
aﬁ'ered; dy the Dguids, and many otler
bominations, which I will ot stop to tell
jcu, Were practiged among them.

A great My people have sapposed that
vhen Cmsar&ﬁrss invadéd Britain, the inha-
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bitants were lgmla(ht of the art of 8othing.
and went quite naked wﬁh théln"no&:@
pamtbd “But this is altogetner a mlstake,
for there tan be no Aoubt that long before
the Romans reached these shpres, the people
not only had garments ‘ot sRins, bu‘l’h‘bd
learned{the art bdth of dyeing and womklng
cloth, and were s well clothed as the®ribes
in Gaul. It is true, many of the Dritish
nations did paint their bedies with various
figures of birds and beasts, or merely smeared
themselves all over with.a sort of blue dye,
valled woad ; and there is reason to believe,
that in some of their religious ceremonies,
thgy appearéd’ painted in this way, without
any clothing. We hnd, moreover, that this
pdinting, as it has Wéen alleds fas, ip
rpality, tattooing—that is to say, the rubbing
in of virious colours, in different figuges,
into small ixoles made in Aig™skin with
needles. The operqtlon' was “verv painful,
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bu'r wl@n on\,e performﬂcl the cglours Te-
, «mei',f 1a Wthe skm arM. did not nnnr ont
for many years, .

, That the gncient Britons, befote the ar-
rwa.l of thg Romans in this cluntry, had a
cmwk-rable Q(nowiedgg of various arts, s
prowd by the immense number, tad dff-
fersnissorts of their carriages and war-cha-
siots. These they drove with the greatest
quickness, stopped them, turned them abbut,
jumped in. and out of them, and performed
other feats with them, so cleverly, as to
astonish the Roman conimanderg. All this
shows that the charigts themselves were
lightly a.nd skilfully constru(!'tetl; but after
the conqyests of the l-'tomans, many arts
Jyere 1dstaby thte Britons, while othes wéte
introduced or greatly improved.

. As .a Roman gprovince, indeed, 'Brim.in
soon begas™te, put on qmte & different ap-
pearance. Y.arge -towns were bulft. roads

VOL. I D
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were opqned in - glifferent direttidps. and
fq;'tresses erected emp]es, count!vy ‘Lousss,.
and theaircr were also ergct.ad and all th(,
arts and'luxuries of Rome were 1mpc£ted
into this country. Bat, at the same time,
the Romans took a' step’ whwh was fwa}to
the B:itish people. They ‘dnsannw‘.x the -
whole inhabitants who had submiwed. to
their rule; and the Britons, losing all thefr
mattial spirit and skill in war, became in-
capable of defending themselves, as soon
as the Romans had retired from their shores.
It was in vain that sdme troops, jsent over
in compassion by the Emperor Honorius,
epdeavoured Yo revive 'the courage of the
people, and to teach them once ,more the
ube of grms, which the§ had formerly takgp
from them. Tke nation had been crushed
down By the yoke, under,.which it had, so
long groa.ned and had no Jostger strength
or inclidation to. strpggle mth‘thc enemies
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oy whqa % was surrorieq. 1t seemed to
e Yy . ® . e, s
agk rb\;m’,« bewildered upd confused, like a
~e 3 .
Jeer siiddenly: q.tgacked by hounds, b{jt was
15 unab® to fly on account of the seas which
;u#oufidec} it, as to rgsist,*on #ccourt of the
reakpess and ideness ‘whih had been *c-
rasigned by long slavery and inactivity.
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THE SAXON PLRIOD.

In the north of Britain, and in some parts’
of the west, there were several tribes, which
had resisted the power of the Romans with
unwearied courage. They had not waited
to be attacked, but’hau frequently been the
assailants ; an'd when repelled inetheir in-
cursions, and pursued Ly their well-disci-
1plurxed enemies, had found shelter amidst
tht rocks, mountains, 1.0ods; and -MYTasses,
of the Highlands of Wales and Scotla.nd
The more morthern and ,more imp.ma.qt
tribes, dunnb the first pengd ol { the Ro-
man possession of kngland; ‘arg knwn only
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by the gemotil name of a,ledomans but
tmvards tﬁe dese of thé Roma.n *dothinién
in Brrtam, we, ﬁna them spoken of as two
people, the Plcts and Scots. I mu.y be
eﬁy concclved that tlxeso nations, \vho had
resisted, thlyuncnnquara,lﬁe determlnatnqn,
thé qmle of the’ greatest gmpire in thP workd,
and, had suffered defeat after, defeat from
-sivilized and well-disciplined enemies, with-
out being in th.e. least degree dismayed or
overcome, were hardy, daring, and perse-
veiing; and no gooner had the Romans
retreated from Britsin han the Picts and
Scots' poured over the barriers which had
been erécted, and, in varidug incursicns,
slaughtered the inhabitants, and swept the
ficlds : of' the weal:and long-subJected #in-
habitants of southern Britain. They met
Wlth Jlittle or no resistance, for emiligary
sk111 clv.].]...govemment, active habits, and
hardy resolﬁtw@ were all'atan end. From
. b2
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the wall of Severus to the lixost ﬂouthem
point‘of the 1sla.n&) innimetavle’ petty wya
ra.ged amongst the peop1e themselves, pre-
\entmg them from j Jommg together to re;’
pel the’ gommon eneny.

The Scots and: Piots never made any lang
stay in the country they invaded, but };_i_liec'l
the inhabitants wherever théy met,ljthem,
collecting whatéver plunder they could find;
and, retired to enjoy their booty .in their
woods and hills. Towa;ds the middie of
the fifth century, however, a rumour spread,
and was generally belioved, that it was the
intention of these two nations to' move to
the south, wita their whole forces, to put
to death all the degenerate Britons who
na(l submitted to the Rymans;, and’,psnblish
themselves in the more fertile land. This
put the Louthern Britons into a great f{,lght
and in a general assemblytof the great men
of all thé tribes, at which a lf,nggca.lled Vor-
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tigern presidid, it was ¢greed to send am-
ba.ssadovg’ 1 the Sa.xo‘&s, 'bcseecinng théiy .
assistance to_repel the . Picty and Scots.
The Saxons wc%e a nation, mhgbltmg the
m¥ddle parts and sca-caastss of Germany,
egﬂeudmgly drave, woadcnfully active, pow-
enul in body, hnghly intelligent; _though
luzc.uy;vatcd in mmd a.nd. possessing, as it
would seem by nature, a spirit of perse-
verance and strc;ng determination, which has
acen shown by "no other people. They
were fond of war, accustomed to the sea,
wnd their sport, ra‘her than their occupa-
iion, wa$ to go out in their small ships, in
il seaschs and in all weathérs, and ravage
she coacts of their neighbours, They litile
sarcd , where Jthey. landed or whom they
itta.ckéd, for war was their amusem.ent and
ronquest their business. To Jthem, of all.
sther pe mple, the southern Bntons deter-
nined to &pgly': and their message, not only
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completely ohangeid the fate anaddestiny of
this cbuntry, bitt aSso had ‘a¥ g‘rqamenecn
upon khe Saxons. themsel\es, giving them
tie first idea, it would seém, of gaining fresh
territories, and ckanging their object ffom
theunere plundew ofsmoveable.goods to the
coaquegt of foreign countries. l

We do not easily discover to whlcb,cof the
very numerous Saxon tribes the Dritish
messengers were sent. All that is certain
is, that they were Joyfully received, their
petitions granted ; and that two celebra‘cd
Saxon chieftains, nemed Hengist and Horsa,
sailed for England, accompanied by a con-
siderable force; althongh.we find only three
large ships mentiomed; but I cannot help
thl,nkmg, from what happen~d a.fteramrds
that a great number of smaller vessels must
have accompanied them. Hengist., and
Horsa landed in what is cal]ed...ﬂle Isle oi
TLanet, in the-year 449, ani were received
with the greatest'joy 'ny the weak and un-
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hagpy Bmons, as friencs and dehverers,
and ittis yer y px’obafble tilat these fierce men
of the“north had at first no other ob‘ect in
v1ew thai to ennch themselves, by she recom-
pences they hoped fJ receive for ﬁghtmg
agains} the Pictsand Swots“ They Stlpulfﬂ;f‘d
at iirst for nothmg but gn ample sqnp]y of
provigions and certain reyards, which the
‘Britons readily Promlsed, and in return, the
Saxons sowed to wage perpetual war against
the enemies of their new allies. The first
greut battle which took place after their
arrivel was fought rear Stamford, and the
Saxons and Britons obtsined complet.e
victory, and drove the ScottiSh,hordes back
into their own countryt But Hengist and
Horst» bad by this time remarked two ve1,
1mportant facts: that the country as ex-
ceedingly rich and fertile, and, thesinhabit-
ants disnpited i in counsels, and enfeebled by’
long submlylc.N to the Romahs. Fhe extra-
vagant gratitude whicl. the Britons showed
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towards thelr posthern a.uxﬂlﬁ,ﬁesn prog(ed
‘how strungly they Had felt their mcr.mtclty to
defend thentselves ; and Henglst sooh found’
dn excusc to send for fresh h‘zlp’from his'
native country. A°1aréﬂ body of Saxdns, An-,
gl¥s, and Jutlanderg¢ soon eame over fo sup-
pirt bim in anything that he might design.
By this time, it would appear, he ¢udged
Britain a great deal too comfortable a place
to be abandoned easily ; .and the wolf had
only to seek a pretext for attacking the
lamb, which was not very difficult to fnd
or to make. The Saxon leaders pretnndcd
that their troops‘ were not suﬂiclently sup-
plied with provisions, and had not been
suﬁiclently rewardéd; and without delay
thcy concluded a separtte ﬂreaty of”peace‘
with the Picts, contrary, we are assured,

to their- express promises. The Britops,
alarmed, now began to remonstrate ; but the
Saxons upeedily contrived¢ to~help them-
selves by ravaging all,the couniry round.
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%o*ne b the Bntons resistegd gallantly, and
made 'ﬁ't) Saxons ﬁght for the temtory t.hey
were determmed‘:o possess. Nct long, after,
a new Saxon, army appeared upor® the coast
of NorthumberLand dnd ook ‘possession of
tht equnty, # well as £ large distrigt on the
opposite side of the Tweed. For a lofig
time, @owcver, this divisign cf the Saxon
forces seems to have made small progress,
and kept up little,communication with their
brethren who had previously arrived. Horsa
having been killed in battle, left his brother
Hengist to assume the ticle of King of Kent,
with wlnch county several others on the
opposite Side of the Thames were joined to
form the sovereignty Of the first Saxon
monarch:  Reborts' of the success gpd con-
tinued prosperity of the invaders, and of
the rich country which they had eplored,

reached e ears of their countrymen; and
8 fresh inread®of the Saxdn tribes took
place accordingly. i?.v"ery day the power
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of the Saxons eincreased. The‘ Plts end
Scots  still continped to pass the. Koman
wall ;.. anrd ‘what between, their unmendly
allies and their fierce enemies, the unhappy
Britonst weré néarly. driven to ilespair :
Ay it is one of the most simple, sg, 1t'vs
one ofethe mos:: ‘ordinary arts of cupming
barbarians tc produce enmity betweess those
people whom they wish to overcome, and to
take advantage of the hostilities of surround-
ing nations. It is a much higher degrec of
what is called policy to gain advantages
from establishing ahd promoting peaso and
good-will amongst men. Whether Hengist
really did anytning to keep up the quarrels
between the British tribes among themselves,
ansl between them ané*the Caledorfiang, I
cannot tell ; butccertainly he did nothing to
quiet the disputes of the que people, or to
stop the incersions of another, execpt when
the lattet menaced the power heshad usurped.
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Tc;war(& fhe nlose of his long, life, the
Bntons seemmg tg revive, troubled the qujet
of his Teign, ard he had to fight mog than
once for ‘his throne But in two great batties
he " sigmally defeated jais enemties, rnd saw
ths. foundathn laid of«thé¢ second of thtyse
seven monarc}ues which the northem coh-
querorgwere about to found

Encouraged by his success, a body of
Saxons invaded England under Ella, i in the
year 477, and landing on the eastern coast,
thev marched into the country, and founded
the kingdom of Sussex.

Short'y after, another band commenced
the kmgd.pm of the West Saxons ; and so
this conquering and actlve rice"went on till
four morg kmgdoms “Were added, form--
ng mhityou will héar called in hisgory'e
Heptarchy. The four last which I have
1amed were callgd the kingdom of Mervia,
he ‘kmgdam of t.he East Angles, *he kingdom
»f the Wes Angles, and 'thd kingdom of

VOL. L. E- AN
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Northumberland; and althoug‘ixcthel)r were
often at war with gach other, as %venl as with
the Rbitons; it is curlous t® remark what
progress #hese tribes ma.de when they were
once se‘tled in a-ford'gn land, and \enJoyed
the benefits of 'a regul-r. ngernment,. of
w.nch‘,they had but the merest shadow it
their own cqm‘ltt:_y

EDWIN.

It would only tire you without improv-
ing you, to tell you all about the sdven
kingdoms of the* Saxons, and thevefore
it may be as well to give you 'any little
stories abowt ¢he different princeg of these
kingdoms. You will remark, however,
that, from its foundatjon, Wessex, wr the
country of the West Saxons, seeméd Qes-
tingd, es it eventually did, to swallow up all
the others. The Saxon stdte which appeared '
at first lbkely to be its rival [n grea.tness wAs
that of Northumberland, which was at first



FOR :IATTLE JOHK. JONESES. 39

di, 1ded u;to two, bt was very soen pitgd
pnder a%nan of cqnsidergble ability, named
Ethelfred of ¥hesg history I dm’ gmng to.
gg,ve you some2 account, as it was very closcly
connected: witk that of ﬁdwm, one of the
gréansst of the” Saxon kmgs Ethelfrgd
having married the* daughter of Alla;’one of
the tw® kings of Northumbetlarid who reigned
in thas portlon' called Deira, determined,
it would seem, tc® obtain possession of the
crown or. his father-in-law’s death, although
Alcfa, had a young, son n&med Edwin, just
thre&™yoars old at the tlme ofe his father's
death. As it was very llkelggm those bar-
barous times that the infant heir would be
murdered by ‘hns brother-m-law to sccures
I:’\/&?KGSIOH of the #rown, those who had
charge of Edwin carried hit off t0 the court
‘ of the British king of North Wales, where
Was eduqm'd with great ( care but, hav-
ing provoked the ety of Cadwa.]lon, the
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sop, of his protéctor, he was forged to Ay
once more; and took refuge with Cebrl King
of Mersia; Belng handsora€ in person and
dlstmgmshed in manners and educatmn, be’
was received w1th gre&t favour by the King
of Mercra, who gave hif ' hig dauglvtar in
mama@e In the meantime, Ethelfted’s

power had increased by the death™of his
father, who had reigned in the other dalf of
Northumberland, and to vhom he now suc-
ceeded. His fondness for war soon showed
itself; and, in continual hostilities with the
Scots and Picts, he not only gained p ntilnber
of unimportant bt;ttle's, but defeated them so
completely ih the year 603, that he was free
¢rom apprehensions of any attack.on their
sidé for many years. "He then turnsehis
arms against the' Britons, and laid siege to
,Che‘ster,“ to ‘the defence *of which ‘plate:
marched Brocma.ll King of Pavm, Wwitla
large army of Brltpn'g». o This- kmg, however,
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nat co.atehted with the sewvices gf his sol-
dlery, cmlea w1th him 7o less than twelve
hundréd and £: fty monks, in order, itgs sup-
Rosed t0 bless his arms in the approaching
conflictr WIth the hcathén Saxons. The
munks wcxe #l ‘diawn %p in a body on %he
field; and Ethelfrad cunringly direcied his
first -atack against them,gn vrhich no less
than twelve huypdred of these unfortunate
men were slain.  The panic produced by
this slaughter spread to the whole British
army, which fled and left Ethelfred master
of thv field. He thus became possessed of
Chester and a great part of the neighbouring
Bountry, and it would seeip, tm’lred his atten-
tion now fo the destruction of his brother-in-
am, ,@ﬁ?v'in, who found. himself obljged-to
iy from the court.of Mercie lest he should
wing“destructiongipon the headsof his béne-
! ”’WI‘IIS -ext place of refuge was at the
fourt of Bedﬁvald or quowa.la as ilis some-
k2
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tlmes writfen, sovereign of the_ smaﬂ ldngdom
of the East Angles, who recencd Lind with
the greatest *kindness, and fiscovered'in him
evenin exlie and poverty those great qualitics
which hé afterwards displayeg as o monarch.
But even here Ethtlfred did’ not cegse“to
p;rsec&te him, and endeavoured both» by
promises and: threats to induce Redwald -to
give up the unfortunate young man,to his
eneiny. Whether he yielded to the tempt-
ing offers of the King of Northumberland,
or gave way before his furious menaces, I do
not know ;. but Redwald at length =Seter-
mined to commit & very dishonourable
action, and put Edwin in the hands of the
King of Northumberland. During,his short
res.dense at the court”ot the Eas. Agglf,s,
however, Edwin had made many friends,
and one of these gave himesecret intidiaticn
of his danger and advised him, to ém,a.pc as
speedily ‘as posslble The pririce. however.
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fle’ipan‘ma “of ﬁndmg anothdr asylym, yveary
of Wa,nd%rmg from place, to pla.ce, and qot
{mowmg wherettg ﬁnd a protector thwould
dgal faithfully and honestly by Him, detér-
mined Yo .remein where the was. In the
ménsme Refiwald confinunicated ks defor-
miration to his queen, whd, struck with the
*dishorBurable nature of the ace, represented
so_strangly to oher husband the disgrace
which would fall apon him if he betrayéd a
prince whom he had promised to protect,
and who relied implicitly on his good faith,
tHE)F‘ARgdwald’s pcl'n'péses were  entirely
cha,nged and instead of gmng up Edwin to
his enemy, he offered to assist him in the
recoverv@f hls kmgdom Sectetly and has-
t)!y,,k{p,‘reﬁsed as larg® a force as the kingdom
of thé East Angles could*muster, and ad-
—anctd by rapid enarches into the Kingllom
fqumUerla.nd Ethelfréd was sur-
prised, bytnot disipayed, by this sudden
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attaok apd, coHectmg wha.t forcés e Soyld
m,the short time a.]lowed hnﬁ ir:tr"'hed to
meet the cnemy. .The a.@vrncedl glard of
the East Angles was comma.nded by Rainer;
son of tne kihg, the main body by Kedwald.
lmperso,n, and the rPar by Edwin, The two
hosts taet on thé banks.of the river Tolle;
and Rainer, # wauld seem, had advahcedso
far that he could receive ng timely support
froth his father and Edwin. Upon him then
fell the first fury of the conflict; and the
troops of Rainer, though fighting gallantly,
28 did their. commander, were ovemmarod
and dispersed, Réiner himself being killed
in his darirfg éfforts to repel the cnemy.
Flushed with success,Ethe]frcd theq.attacked
the'corgs of Redwald afid E Edwin, whitbhsd
by this time united ; but here fortune failed
him% and, after a fiercegand sangumarz-.
struggle, his' troops were routed.  Euicrged
himself, resolved not to -survw& his defeat,
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cast l{lmsglf into the fiercest of the gtrife,
and penshed ﬁghtmg to the last

Redwa]d ‘with ¢he greatest generosnt_y, for-
bare eptlrely from s.ttemptmg to aggrandlze
himself at the expense of the prmce ‘he had
sultoared and befnendted and pute him 1 in
full ‘possession of the wHole of Northumber-
laid. "The three sons of the lite king fled
into Scotland, aad the people of the country
submitted withoutsa murmur. ‘

They had reason to rejoice in the event
which placed Edwin_on the throne, for in-
steadof gecking by the ba,rba,rom means of
war to ex;end his sway, he devpted his atten-
tion prmcxpal]y to establish peace and order
in his t}lﬂommlons, and succeeded so perfectly,
thatmiwistorians assure us, during hi8 refgn,
a child . with a purse of ghld, in his hand
m’igbt have gone<#irough the whole kmgdom
Df/f%rﬂmmherland without _ the slightest
danger.
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Nevertheless, Edwin ,was, not aliogetl‘er
free from ambition; and he openly‘a.splred
to soverelgn sway over ther uiher monarchs
of the Heptarchy, especially after the__ death’
of Redwald, ‘which seemed,though we ‘do-
nét cleerly see by what ‘méhns, tor plice
much greater power in the hands of Edwin,
The King of "Mexcia, the King of Ként and
the East Angles, yielded to-his pretensions,
and appear undoubtedly to have acknow-
ledged a certain degree of superiority in the
King of Northumbna, ; but the two ngs of
Wessex bere hls assumptlon of aufifority
with great 1mpat1ence, especially the younger,
Quicelm, who had _recéurse to the basest

»and most dishonourable means to ¥d himself
of "one'whom he did ot feel equal oren-
counter in the fi€ld. In the early part of the
year 626, it‘was announcsd to Edwid thes-
an ambassador named Eumarx was appréxah-
ing his court w1th afriendly message from
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the l?ings Jof the ,West Saxork. Thp mqnarch

recewe& hun in great state at a beautiful

pala.ce “which It .possessed at Afdoy,.on the |

hgnks.of the Derwent; and Eum€r,. as was

customdryin those days, fommenced a florid

hatapgue to®tht Northumbrian kjng, ap-

pr("éhing nearer and neafer as he went on.

When he judged himself within a sufficient

distance, he drew forth a poisoned dagger .
and aimed a furions blow at Edwin, One

of the courticrs, however, named Lilla, de-

voi;edly attached to his royal master, had

convalsed some syspicions of the ambassa-

dor, from seeing him put his hand under his

robe. The moment the dagge’ was raised,

he threwhimself between the king and the,
asvasgin.and receivedl the weapon in &is @wn

bosom. Themonarch’satterrdants and guards

sastafitly rushed vpqn Eumar and despatdhed

higy & npt efore he had slain another of
Edwin’s faithful sei'vam}s named Frodherri.
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~As may, well be supposed. L&w'm"dlﬁ aot.
Sl‘bmlt patlently to this injury ; buip mmch-
ing an; army into the territnifes of the ngs
of "WesseX, he took:a terrible revenge, apd
compelied them to sue for prace.. .

"Edwin was the first Christian King- ef
Norttamberland ; °his <onversion hasing
been brought ahout in a somewhat curious
manner. Amongst his fellew-kings, the one
whom he seemed to regard with the greatest
favour was the young monarch of Kent,
whose sister Ethelburga had become cele-
brated for ker virtues and her beantfy~and
being now a widowet, and still in he prime
of life, Edwin sent to demand the hand of
the princess in marriage. It is,probable
that Etaelburga was nét disinclined tasnite
her fate to that bf so renowned and excel-
lenta i)rincé" but there was an obstacle .
their umon, whwh nexther shesngr Mex -bro-
ther were at all mchmd tv overlook. Edwin
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NCS a’ uag%p and, 1dolater, wile she,niad,been
sq.lctly broughi up ip the Christian :'alth Lon_,g
negotmtlons enknied, in whlch the scruples of
the sister ‘of the King of Kent had Il weignt.
The hope -of converting her Heathén lover
ind¥iced her 4t Jength “to consent, ,on tle
condition that,the fsee exefcise of he: refi-
gion wdk secured to herselfsanc her house-
hold, and that @ bishop of the Christian
church should accempany her to Northuin-
bria, and be permitted to preach the gospel
to the people of that kingdom. Edwin pro-
mised“4ll that was required, and in his fond-
ness for his- new bride, uﬁdel:took to hear
and consider the truths of Christianity.
B ,p,ulmus,a pnest who had been sent frem:
Ro'm;,. Was consecratéd Bishop of Nosthuwm-
bria, where not a single Christian was as yet
‘i be found, in oslgr to accompany Eihel-
burgm”‘but,hf made only small progress in
his sacred m3ssion, till be called, as it would
VOL, I,
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appear, guperstition to hig ‘aid) amd pér-
suaded Edwin to believe, by a refea'ence to
~some £ormer passages in hiselife, that he had
a direct ommission from heaven. It.seems’
that Edwin had” no great.este>m for the
i.(iols he worshippkd, nor intieed ware his
subjevts very statnch ,idolaters, tresiing
matters of reiigien with that lightness which
is found amongst the ignerant and unen-
lightened, upon subjects, of the importance
of which they are ignorant. Like all strong-
minded men, however, he had a great objec-
tion to changes without just canseyeand,
knowing little or nothing of the nature of
Christianity, hé put off the consideration of
the subject from day to day, notwithstanding
tht sclicitations of s queen and 'tbe.ex-
hortations of Paulinus. We are told that,
when Redwald was on the point of fiving
him up to Ethelfred, the infotmatiomof his
danger was conveyed .to him by a stranger,
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thuugh it was evidently sex& by one ¢f hxs
fuends ut the’ courp. In order tg m make him
pay more attcaiop to it, the messenger‘
as.sumed a superior tone, promlse(ﬂnm great
future prosperit;” to be attained by the ass1§t-
anc® of g gredtaid powerfulfnend for whom
he’ uespoke the prince’s* gratitude, and laid
his han'l upon his head as« token by which
he mlght know, at an after period, the fmnd
of whom he, the speaker, was merely the
messenger This story having been told to
some of the king’s fnends, came at length to
the ©i#y-gf Paulinus, who determined to take
advantagg of it; and, one da,g rushing into
the king’s presence when surrounded by his
courtxers,.he la.ld his ha,nd upon his head,s
exhomng him by tHat token to beeonft a
servant of the true God whb had glven him
the promised pronpgnty Edwin was con-
vinced, or rather evercome, by these means,
and after héaripy and examining more fully
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the dpetrines of Paulinus, was baptised, and
bacame a Christian.

N Now. understand, my deans, that aithough
this is the'story told of Edwin’s conversion,
and that in csomé degree My asvéry good
man of the name of Bede, who lived ne¢ very
long after, yet I do not feel sure olits
truth, for the' peeple of those days were too
ready to believe everything that was told
them; and both cunnings men and foolish
men manufactured a great number of mar-
vellous tales, which would not now be cre-
dited, but which nobody at that tirme<wen-
tured to doubt. .

And now'I must tell you what became of
Edwin after all this, The authoxity which
he ‘usstimed over the other kings give. great
oﬂ"ence to Penda, King of Mercia, who suc-
ceeded to the throne Ofthat district in the-
year 626. Penda was a bldody and bar-
barous tyra.nt whOodelighted in war and
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slwught.,r 'He, attacked, & varigus jimes,
all the* nelg,hbourmg monarchs, ravaged
their territories, and slow more kings in
battle tkan any one ;mentioned hlstory,.
excepf some of the leadess of the Isiaelites.
An;on'l;st othgrs, he riadz a spdden erupt®n
ity 1\Iorthum‘berland accempanied by Ond-
wallon,,ng ‘of North Wales, an old enemy
of Edwin’s. Their force When united was
very latge ; and’ Edwin, taken by surprige,
was unable to brifg an army of equal num:
ber into the field; but he nevertheless
marched to meet the enemy with what
iroegsne could collect, and a bloody battle
took plage at Heathfield; or Hatfield, in
Yorkshire, where the skill of fdwin, and
the courage of his troops, would probably
have ghined the victery, had not the pru-
dence of the King of Noythumbria aban-
done? him on seemg the death of lts%on,
who was slaiy at fits feet by an arrow.
To avenge > ohis death Edwm rushed into
he midst of Lis enemics, by whom he was
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surroynded and" killed, befpre _his tpws

jould follow to support him. Fhe N‘arthum-

brians were “immediately. dbsguayed foll inton
,onfusmn,\ and abandoned the field. The

sonquerors displayed the greatest posmble

arhelty, ravaging: the country,‘from end to

end. Penda. continued to carry on the s sa:n€

bloody hostilities aga,mst his nelghbqurs for

many years; slew another king of Northum-

berland.in battle, and was’again jnvading

the territory, after having' rejected the most

submissive offers from Oswi, then king, of
the country, when he was met by that prince

with a smal} but determined army,. S de-
feated and slain, with almost all Jiis com-

panions.

MURDERS OF ETHELRED AND KENELM.

AFTER the ‘death of Ijﬂa, a long period
succeeded, 3 very little worth ‘the, trouble, I
think, wfnch hlsto'm\ng have talken to make
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i\t‘mé,':r(:' c&%ur.‘ _As far as tllfe Ang}o-S}xons
were cuncernad, I shall only tell you tflut
Kent, *Essex," and Sussex every Q’&y de-
.greased *in power and importaw®, and by
the beginning of the eighth ctntury, that is
towag, the yeal 700, V/essex, Mercia, #ad
Nirthumbrig, were, the eniy important stftes
left. ‘But a still greater gnd more extraor-
dinary change bad taken place amongst the
people ‘of the cougitry—I mean the Sax8us,
for the Britons themselves by this time had
béen driven into a few remote districts by
thewenstgy and pe;'sbvefﬁnce of the invaders.
The chapge I speak of wés produced by the
Christian religion, which,after being professed
and abgndoned by many different princeg
and ir'ib'es, had nevértheless made it wsy to
the hearts of men, so as to have become, at
this period, the ggneral religion of {f&Inha-
bitants of, thd land. * Although it has never
had the po¥er to regtrain altogeth®r the bad



56 JOHN { JONES’S TAL%S.

passiqns of man! yet its natural {épdaxzcy i,
to .produce peace and goodwil, and to pro;
Jote thoso arts a,nd hablts #¥ich unite men
togéther, Tnvtranquil pursuits, ratherthai se-:
parate them By injlries and lzostilities: The
SeXons began to sé& that thete was somhe-
thitig saore worth of living for than merly
to fight; but; though they were, ptrhaps,
the most energetic and persevering race
that ever was known, they did nof imme-
diately find rational means of employing
themselves after their warlike habits wére
in a degree aba.ndo‘ned‘; ‘and multifwde.. of
them, including even their kings and princes,
retired from*active life to the idleness and
superstitious devotion of the mopasteries.
The. wise and pruden looked upon this
state of things with some alarm, and even
the VeTierable Bede himsglf, one of the tnost
devout churchwen that ever \Hvedt, seems to
have been afraid of the ronsequehces. After
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ha::in\g' Joldl his readers that the Pioty and
Spot.s were, a the time he wrotg, at peace
with the Saxoﬂt,oand that the Britons them-
selves hatd sunk into & state of tﬁlqulll'ity,
he goes’orn to say, “ What will ‘be the conse-
quéhaes of this 'calm Which has ade ‘%o
mady of the nobility and* the common peoﬁle
abandon the use of arms ig th?s kingdom of
Northwmbria, and flock into the monas-
teries, time . alonq can discover.” Never-
theless, quite enough fighting took place,
from time to time, o keep up the martial
spit¥ ¢f the people. Very shortly after the
time of Rede, the kmgdom' of Northumber-
land was thrown into the gren.tbst state of
confuuou by the abdication (that is to say,
the resignation of hifcrown) by Eadhexs or
Edbert, one of thw greatest of its monarchs,
who placed hls scu\‘upon the thfone, and re-
tired into g mbna.stery, and in the space of
thirty-six y&ars, seven eomplete revolutlons,
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attended with t{w murder cr d(ﬂos'.?pm ‘o1
" the relgnmp kmg, took place i that’ ¢ountry.
Such a. state of uncertaintynd tarbulence
always xotders the land in whick it exiss
wea.k and mcapable of any grea$ e“xertxon,
s0 that from that® tifne Notthumbwlahd'
like thany other' of the: Saxen kmgdcﬂhs,
fell into indlghiﬁcance,‘ and Mercia and
Wessex were left to conterd for the supe-
nonty The great advaptages of Wessex
would probably have decided the matter
sooner, had it not been for the abilities .and
courage of two kmgs of Mercia, E#ellald
and Offa, the .latﬂar of whom was gne of the
greatest, biit not the best, of the Saxon
eprinces. He apphed himself from:the very
begiarfing of his reign to increase his terri-
tones, depnved the kmg(l st¥ of Northumber-
land of the tounty of Ngﬂ.'ngham, invaded
and subdued the klngdom bf Kent, de-
feated the kmg of +Wessex ‘m a bloody
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baxtleg\tnpﬁxed Oxfordshlre and quuces-
tershlre to Hls dgmmlons, and drove the
Britons back Yo ,the Welsh mowntains.
As ambmon is rarely cons1deredfa,s a vice
in princes, Oﬂ'a»mlgh'r have appcared in hls-
tbry‘ma fine Yight, had“he not staiped h;s
chsﬂ'acter, towards ¢he énd of his reign, by
one of the basest and most shameful acts
that a monarch «<ould commit. The king-
dom of the Kast dngles had been long ?n
a sta.te of dependence upon the crown of
Merona, but in the year 792 the young king
of FusyiAngles, named Ethelred, gave proofs
of virtues, and high quaht.fes,"whlch might,
perhaps, in time, have raised hig little state
to independence. He was handsome, we
re to<1’(i,um person, afld gentle in his mmn-
ners, though brdve, but, unfortunately for
him, the beautym good qualities of Al-
hrida, daughtcr of Oﬂ'a, as well a8 the ad-
vantage of umtlng hie fa.be with that of the
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chilik, of his powerful neigh?)s;ﬁr, ?}ﬂubéd
him to seek the hand of thve Méreian ‘princess
in ma:g'éage. His proposc);‘was favourably
received;and he was.invited to the court of
the king of Mercia, who wag then -residing
) Ma,rgion, in Her-fodshire., Full g'f,_loxe
ai'] expectation, the young king huniegt to
receive the hand of his promiscd bride, an'd
was received with every mark of affec-
ti-n. It would appear that Off himself
fully intented to deal filirly by the young
king; but his base wife, Kendrida, per-
suaded Hhim to violate ,the sacred rigltts of
“hospitality, and Ethelred was muer#d in
cold blood. The object of this grime was
obtained, ind’the kingdom of the East
Angles annexed to Mercia; but bitter and
poignent remorse seized upon Offa; he
drove the instigator of #is deed from his
presence with abhorren(ag1 made a pilgrim-
age to Rome to obtairfabsolution,*and spent

* Forg{veness'which 'f'pe,l’ope preténded to be able
to give.
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la.?gel‘%na;s /An henefactions to mgnasperies
and chﬁrches*y without, however giving vy
possession of ibg fruits of the ev11 deed.
. This prince obtained from &%me the
canonization* of the first British martyr,
St. Alban, agd. Duilt a, magmﬁcent abbdy
amg Thurch to his hopour, at the Dlree
vhere his bones were sa.ld to have been
found, the name of which was changed upon
the occagion from Verulam to St. “Albans.
Remorse, howevel, it would appear, still
prgyeh upon him; and he died two years
after-the deed whicp gratified his ambition,
and“wrtieg his heart.
" His sop only survived him four or five
months ; but Kenulph, who suc&eeded had
a long angl prosperous relgn At the death
of tha.f Fince he 1éft t®o children, a dangbter
named Kendrida; »f eighteen or twenty years
of age, and a son E)med Kenelm, cotsier-
ably younger. ﬁl-"rompl;ed it would appear,
* The mseraon of his name in the Rothish list of

Saints.
VOL. 1. G



62 JOHN. JONES'S TAKES,

by, aw am})mous lover, Kendridg, Qm?yvid ker
young brother to be murdereu, in ‘brder to
raise l?,fg favourite to thewlWrone; but her
amb'*mus‘nchemes were disappoifited, and
remorse and’ punishmont fcllowed the act.
A sweet, but somefhat feéble poet, maxned
Shertstone, lived iear the spot where nius
horrible act ¥as-committed, and, id one of
his best productions, commcmorates the fate
of the unhappy Kenelm, in the lines which
I am going to repeat.

Fast by the centre of yon™warious wild,

‘Where spreading oaks embower a Gotlfic fille,
Kendrida's arts a brother’s youth beguiled ;

Then natnrd vrg'd her teaderest pleas in vain,

Soft o'er his birth, and o'er his infant hours,
The ambitious maid conld every care evnp. Y,
Tuen-with assiduons fondness cropped the flowers,
To deck the cradle of the /f.sl..cely boy.

But soon thé bosom's pleashg ~alm is flown, *
- Love fire§ her breast, the sultry passions rise,
A favoursd lover seeks the Mercian thtone,
And views her Ken@im’with & rival's eyes.
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l{ou\}' ng wre Dortune ! ah, how just were m:e@,
Woild Fati- or Fortune Mercia's heir remove!
How sweet to ravel®n the couth of state!
To crown at oiff® kor lover and her lovad

See, garnish'd for the chase, the frawdful rciad
To thesé lone hills d:sects his devious way ;

"Daaggouth, albprne; the sitter- guide obey'd,
1L fated youth ! himself the -Jestined prey..,

The brother of Kenelm'sfather was placed
upon the throne, but his reign only lasted a
year; and the safive sort of disorderly spirit
rose up in Mercia which had already en-
feebled Northumberland. We generally
find'thit-what is called the adveat or coming
of great men is prepared b.y scenes of turbu-
lence and anarchy, which sweep.a,way many
of the obstacles, whet.her they be prejudices,
customs, or institutions, which migift™fave
proved difficult 6 “them to overleap. We
have now seen fufsex, Kent, Essex, East
Anglia, red:wed to dependence upon, if not’
subjection to. othe¥ Sa%on monarchieg, and
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Nm!humlena and Mercia tcn!lel\engemp
afid lncapable of any great efforts by the fre-
qucnt e2volutions which fiad taken place
thelex' 'f"hls, then, was the moment best
syited for a man of a Jreat &nd c‘bmprehen-'
sive mind and enterprlsmg " characSf; to.
abohsh the dmswn of the Saxon temtory,
and unite the several kingdoms under one
crown. Such a man did nbt fail to appear,
and arose in that districf which had been
less subject to revolution than any other of
theseven Saxon kingdogs whichformed what
is called the Heptarchy Before of spéak,
however, of Egbcrt himself, I must take
some notice of those who preceded him, and
also of the position of the kingdon, of Wes-
sex"B8the central point from which all his
efforts were direéted. VESsex had been in-
va.ded and peopled by Sghxms and Jutes. It
was bounded on the south by the British
Channel, on the notheby the ;I"hames, on



FoR LATTLE JORN, #BNESES 65

the ea -bx "Sifssex and Kent, and on thMest
bv the river ’En.ma,r at lea.st, supfl are t
limits usually &&ygned to it. The utory, ‘
however,'}md been very greatly i mcreaseu in
the coulse of tame, gqxtentling %o the shores
of thq.'antol'(‘hannel and the mouth of the
Saem, whilg the Britons "of Cornwal? #d
been reduced to a state of, pagsive submis-
sion, and the emall kingdom of Sussex
annexed to Wessex by one of the eui-'l}
mona.rdls ‘The limits of the territory, how-
ever, varied so mu(h at different times, that
it i» haadly possubfc to fix the extent accu-.
rately. [n a long lin€ aré- twenty kings of
Wessex; but there are only t%o or three
whog, ¥Ligtory is well known and worthy of
notice.” *Ina, who asbnded the thronamabout
688, is reputed G of the wisest and best of
the Shxon princ;;g‘,’} He displayed his'Valour
and his skill in wars with the’ Britons jin
Cornwall, #hd againstythe Kings ‘of Kent,
G 2
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Susxgx, and Mercia. He Wa$ ‘p %beml
benefactor‘ of tiie church, and.,,a. Iawglver of
no megn abilities ; but it is,3 reproach to his
natsg | that ie taxed hie subjects for the bene.
fit of Rome, and ‘perhaps, o high honour
to his wisdom, that he rencunzed the orld
in"which he was acting a, beneficial part,to
shut himself up in a monastery, where his
abilities were useful to no ene. As he had
succeeded a cousin, so Ethelhard, who stood
in the same relation to himself, mounted the
throne at his death, and was in turn sic-
ceeded by Cuthred, whose reign of, thirteen
years was one long series of mlhtm;y expedi-
tions. He was followed by a feeble, vicious,
and cruel prince, named Sigehert, who
was~speedily deposed by his subjécts, and
Kenulph, one of the pri=.es of the blood
royal, was elevated to tl.; sypreme power in
his stead. “Kenulph reigned for, more than
thirty yedrs, biit was gssassinated while in the
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pu1 svy(o‘ cpimjnal pleasures, by the bl“ﬁ‘l;(,r
Qf Sigebert, h's pledecessor. nglson Brith-
ric without &iﬂ%ulty assumed the clown,
and sought to securesit by a manw,gé, with
one of the.danghters of Offa, ng of Mer cia,
buteys plan didnot suceeed so well gs mlg!lt
hefe been expecteds; and h derived ht‘du'é.s-
sistancé from his fatherin Jaw.» By some it is
asserted that a grince, named Egbert, was
nearer to the crown, according to the laws ot
descent in Saxony, than he was himself,
bilng descended in Jo very remote degree
from ¢ hg early km}gs of* the West Saxons,
This was quite enoughto b'Xle;e the jealousy
of Brithric, who determined to pat the young
prinee toy death. Egbért, however, gained
inforM&fion of the kitig’s intentions tesards
him, and fled first to the court of Offa, King
of Mercia, from whom he did mot recZive a
very favourabie reception, and thence speed-
ing on his%way, csqssgd ovér intd France.
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an‘d\attached himself to they cguy’! of a
great a,nd“gnhgfxtened prince, the Emperor
Cha,rleqlagne By him he*whs treatéd with
the"- ‘fmostvlundness, and every sort of diss
tmctxon 5 a.n‘d ddring more than <thirteen
y'ea,rs he contlnued‘ iti France, Italgeand
Ge‘rma,ny, ga.mmg lessons every day bothin
regard to policy gnd war. At length, how-
ever, Brithric was poisoned by his wife ; and
the West Saxons demgnded loudly that
Egbert should be recalled. Messengers
were therefore sent to summon him to assuine
the crown;,and the k;ﬁgdom remgined in
perfect tranqu'illitir awaiting his arrjval. The
ambassadots found him at Rome, whither he
had accompanicd dharlemagne op that fa-
mos--2¢ccasion when th® great monateh'of the
Franks assumed the imperial crown. With
honours and presents, Figbgrt set out for his
native country; but he carried with him a
treasure ‘far g'rea.ter'_._ than any ‘other which
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Charldagne could bestow, ir the yast ieys

policy whuﬁl he had acqmred'undgr the
tuition of the mng’ht 7 monarch of the<Franks
hnd the * experience “which hg(f rerdered
sweet the fises of adversnty

ATitough, undoubtedly, ambitioussas well
as active andevaliafit, Egbert spent “thé First
years of his reign in cultivating the peace-
ful arts] and contiliating the affections of hig
people. Wessex at this time displaycd the
only example in the Saxon part of Britain,
of a united and con,ent(;d nation, willingly
subfnittBg to the authonty of a wise and
prudent monarch. But the tlrpe for rousing
their military qualities ,arrived, and Egbert
first led the troops of the West Saxons
against the Britons of Cornwall, who haddis-
play ed some signs of hosfility. The ‘more
general war m whith he speedlly engaged,.
was forced upon him in 823 by Bernulf,ca
noble Saxon, who hatl deposed the last king
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of the ariginhl Mercian dynhstg' iy 819,
Whether ﬁ’xoved by fear ar erly, the usurper
determt=ed to attack the ﬁxmg of Wessex;
and“tallectilg a vast Army, he marched of
with the utmost r;zpidfty towards S&lisblllry,‘
hoBlng to take Egbert unprepared ""‘i‘hat
monarch, however, had réceived timely warn-
ing; hlsforces, befter organized than the other
faxon troops, were more easily brought into
the field, and moved witl, greater quickness,
and, meeting Bernulph in the neighbourhood
of Wilton, he defeated him with such tre-
mendous slaughter, that the river “became
red with the Food of the slain, ¢’

The next step of. the great monarch was

to send his son, Ethelwolf, to subdue the
klnéﬁ'om of Kent, which was accomphshed
with little dlﬂiculty, placing Egbert in pos-
session of the whole, co"unirx south of the
Thames. Essex was next subdued; and it
then became the pol'cy of Eghert to possess
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,}umselfh)ﬁ;]]ast *Anglia, whichyhad remalnqd
ﬂlwﬂlmgly beueath the yok_e of M’erom ever
since its conquet!’by Offa: Without actually .
commernclng the war himself, higemiseraics .
incited the- East Anglians’ to revolt against
theitmmasterss Bérndlph was slain in an
atﬁmpt to seduce thein. " His succéS¥or,
Lucidan, perished in the same manner ; and
another king, vhosen by the Mercians,
named Witzlaf wag defeated and forced to
ﬂy by Egbert in person. The West Saxon
mona.rch not contegted with the immense
suctessdre had obfained after the conquest
of Mercia, which puf him in possession
of the whole country from the®sea to the
Humber, apassed that river in 827, and ad-
vanced o the conquest of Northumbc=2and.
The Northumbrian nobles, however, dis-
united and dismayed, offered nd opposition,
but met him' at Dore in Yorkshire, and
universally ’acknowledéed him @as their
monarch.,
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Thus endey the Saxon Jepw;my, and.
e seveéw dlstmct states, olk',awhlch it wis
composed were + merged’ into one, each
owring E}";})ert as its superior Tord. Ile
did not, indeed, aepose all <he kings of the
mstncts he subducd 10r he was wiseeswell
as “ambitious, and 'thosz whe kriow mfust
about those old.times have remarked that
he followed a very curious but shrewd-course.

The people who, with so much \courage,
perseverance, and success, had invaded
Britain, and made_themselves masters of at
least two-thirds of the whole landy though
they may be ‘conbidered. as one pation and
spbke one language, were of different tribes,
known by the names of Saxows, Jutes,
and<tagles. The Saxons and Jutes would
seem to have invaded and peopled together,
and they had overrun Wessex, Sussex,
Kent, and E fissex. The Angles, on the con-
trary, had taken pps:sessmn of Northumbria,
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,Merciagwag'd‘Ea.st Anglia. Now it beé¢fime
e policy oqugbelt to unite if hu(s OWat
person ‘all the four grue Saxon mona.rclnes,
which utfon had indeed been preparec by
the internal dissensions® that had taken
placeyand bythc'lass uf the dn'ect ling of the
ofyinal mongrchs.. With' the three 2fng-
doms of ‘Angles, however, Egbert acted dif-
ferently. Though Mercia was actually con-
quered, and the Kjng, Witzlaf, obliged to
conceal himself in Croyland Abbey, yet
Eghert, of his own will, restored him to the
threne, nly requirlng tribute, and an ac-
knowledgment of bis sovéreignty., He fol-
lowed the same plan with East Anglia and
Northwmierland, ruling.the kingdoms of the
SaxonsTas their mon#rch, and being mcog-
nised by the kings of the-Angles as their
sovereign lord, fyom whose will they derived
their crowns. ~ It is a Curious fact, however,
that although the Sazoys wer® in reality the
voL. 1, '
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t&asmm of th( whole land,the’ coutry and
the people. took their names frvm the Angle{a
and were, from about tb,ls me, called much
mote genegally than before, A.ngle-la,nd or
England, and Englishimen, .
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THE DANES.

SoME tin_\e befort Egbert came to the throne
of Wessex, a band of northern pirates, from
the0 shores of the Baltic, reached the coast
of England, and mgde their first descent,
we dre isformed, of the Islc of Portland,
in 789. s am not very sure that this is
quite true, for the piratical ﬂths of this
people kaﬂ committ,eg ravages on the coast
of France long before, and it is not#kely
they should leave England unmolested.
Thc):were a verypeculia,r people‘, inhabiting
a vast tract of country, where the! multi-
plied ama,zmgly, and gvhence they issued
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fprth in large kmnds to plurider thoif nelgh-.
bours Iv would seem thyt these bands con-
sxsted entirely of* voluntet:s, who attached
themselves. fo one chlef of renown, and went
out with him for the purpoa.es of ekercising
thelr wilitary g%nms, and jaining a ottaift
sort "of honour, as “well-as a great deal” of
plunder on the sca-coasts of other countries.
In France they were called North-men or
Normans, which was perhaps a better title
for them than that of Danes, by which tlgey
were known in Et‘nlglan,ji, as they numbered
a great mary tribes amungst themisvhodid
not inhabit the' country called Denmark.
No band “of these rovers owned any con-
nexion with the others, and altlio%h we find
the wames of several of their kings men-
tioned, it does notappear that any of the early
leaders paid’ much attentior to the orders of
their soverelgns, if they received any, and
they certamly showad no regard whatever
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for tredtims enwged into by ‘other Danish
chiefs, Char] m)mgne, or Chn.rlesfhe Grea.t,
Emperor of the W est, and I\mg of F I‘rancc,
frightened, rather tha compelled, Godfrey,
King of Dermark, to hegotiate with him, and
to cdumelude % peace; But the treaty was
bifdly observed, and theravages of the Nor-
mans continued as furiously as ever, till
they were ternlinated for a time by the
death of Godfrey,, and the accession of a
more peaceful monarch. Certain it is, that
all the early part of the reign of Egbert was
untroublsd by Dantsh invasions; but in the
year 832 a large fleet of piratical vessels
appeared in the mouth of the TRames, and
]a,ndmg en the Isle of -Sheppey, they plun-
dered the country almost unopposed. «They
seem at this time to have had no idea of
settling in the scountries they #ttacked, for
they re-emparked as soon as they had col-
lected the booty they sdesired, and sailed
02
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afvay for thefr native coum#ry @n‘the foi-
}Dwmg ye“&.r, h‘bwever, wlpl& ¥.gbert was en-
gaged in subduing North vVales, a fleet of
thirty-five ®anish véssels approdched the
English coast and the' piratés digemhbarking
&t Charmouth, in “Dorsetshiré, commsenced
thelr usual ravage’ Egbert, sw'th a “sufull
army, hastened te meet them, in the ‘hopes of
driving them back at once t6 their ships, but
he found that he had now, a more formidable
enemy to deal with than he had ever yet en-
countered. The Daneq stood their grou;la,
and a bloody battle enstxd, in whichs thoagh
the Saxons fought with the greatest intre-
pidity, théit encmies rcmained masters of
the field. They had suffered, it is true,

terribde loss, but nevertheless they continued
the pillage of the country till they were
satisfied, and then returned to their ships.
Tsvo years afterwards, another and still larger
body of Danes landed én Cornwall, having,
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pr ,bab.ypreceu%u a nint of the dlscontentgd
state of the CPI}‘QISh Britons. The na.tlvcs
yomed the invadbrs in great numbers, eager
to throw off the yoke f the Sax‘?n ; and the
combinéd armies advancéd at once towards
the heart of*thé couvtry, in the hgpes of
téking Egbest by -surpnse He was Tiow,
however, better prepared % mieet them, and
he defeated them with terrible slaughter at
B pla.ce.ca.lled Hgngisdun, now Hengston
[Ill. During the following year he died,
and was succeededy by his son Ethelwolf.
I'is puince, in tl.e early period of his
‘ather’s xeign, had display=d some military
wbility in the subjection of Kent but he had
secome dolent and pacific at a time when
_)eacé Was only to be" secured by the sword.
[0 save himself part of thetrouble of govern-
nent, he made his eldest son, Athelstan,
King of Kent, Sussex, and Essex, and the
est of his®life passeds in féeble .strugglcs
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v@th the Britohs from Walesfiand tike Danish
l.n'ates, whosé incursiong fware now more
frequent than ever. He féught one great
battle, it i\true, nean Okely, in Strrey, as-
sisted by his son® Athelstarr The* Danish
army was the most"namerous ‘that hadever
landed on these shores; and,they fouglt
with their usual determination; but they were
endumbered with spoil, soc that after the
most bloody conflict that, ever took place in
England, they were completely routed by
the two kings, and slayghtered in immense
numbers. Two other visiories were obtaived
over the Dmes during the same vear; but
still a larfge body of these rovers, having
landed in the Isle of Thanet, comstrived to
maintain themselves In that part of Kent,
being thelr first -attempt to settle in Great
Britain. This took place ia the year'851,
and it would appear that Athglstan died
shortly after. ' Ethelwelf, for Lis part, fol-
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lowing *th% fash?n of the times, left his do—
mmlons to teak(t pare of themselves and
made a pllgnmaga to Rome, takmg with
him his youngest son Alfred. Be remained
in that city nea’ﬂy a yfea,r, and, on his returp
fhroﬁg‘h Frante, though *by this timesan old
man, married Judith, daughter of Charles
the Bald, a young lady quite unsuitable in
point of years. ‘His expectations of resum-
ing the throne without opposition were dis-
apvointed; for his eldest surviving son,
Ethelbald, an a.ctiva,‘a,nd, ambitious prince,
had takén advantagh'of his father’s absence,
and now, with a consider;xble‘ body of ad-
herents, sought to dethrone him: A com-
promlse, owever, was cffected. Ethelwolf
res1gned the kmgdom of Wessex to his
son, retammg the rest of his dominions till
his death w}uch‘ ha,ppened two- years after-
wards. Noththstandmg his treaty wish
Ethelbald, the decenseql ‘king had made a
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cksposmon of ‘his territory my w111',' &yldmg
ﬁ between his' two eldestp}spns, Ethelbn.ld
and Etnelbert, but entailing them ‘Succes-
sively uporirhis two yi\unger sons, Fthelred
and Alfred. That is to-say, Ethelred was-
th sucoeed Ethelbeit, and Alfred to teke the
crown after Ethelfed. * The eldest son,'
Ethelbald, who veigned in Wessex, seems
to have been a turbulent dnd bad prince.
One of his first acts was to marry his father’s
widow, which was contrary to all law. He
died soon afterwards, however, and was sue-
ceeded by Iithelbert. Yhis prince,%who as
now sole monarch f all England, spent the
whole of thie rest of his reign, which lasted
only six years, in continual contestw w1th the
Danes. Although he left two sons, he was
succeeded by his brother Ethelred, accord-
ing to the terms of Ethelwolf’s will. This
was a brave, a,ctwe, and amiable prince; but
the whole of his reign was troubled with the
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incursirng of Qie Danes, who, very soop
after he came}to the throne, landed In
Northuimberland, nq longer under the com-
mand of wu pirate-capwain, but upder that of
one of the.roycl princesy if not the actual
soverejgn of Denmark. oTl!Lere are geverad
w&ious stories with regard to this prince’s
invasion, in which there is ptobably some
truth, and I shall therefore proceed to tell
them, especially as they explain some cir-
cumstances which followed.

KING OSBERT AND EARL BRU.

WE have seen all the dissensions which
took place in It'orthumberland before the
accession of Egbert, and whlch paved the
way for the subjugatlbna)f the country ; but
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gfter Egbert had establisbe"g s spvdreignty
ip the land, the Northumjorians gradually
became 1ore united, apd 'as the power of
the West-ﬁ‘a,xon pris‘}ces was checked o1
enfeebled by struggles with ¢he Danes, they
step by step regoverad their indep-gdence,
and united in placing wpon the throne®<”
Northumbria® a prince of the name of Os-
bert. This monarch held his court at York,
then a ¢ity of great splendour ; but his pas-

sions soon produced fatal convalsions, whic’

ended in his ruin and\leath. Onc of those
noblemen who ha:i coxtributed thg most to
raise him to the throne was named Earl
Bruern, wurden of the Northumbrian coasts,
who had married one of the most, beautiful,
as well as the most virtuous of the fadies of
the land. In hunting, one day, the king
stopped to rest and refresa himself at the
house of the®earl. The visit being unex-
pected. Bruern was.absent. but' his wife re-
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ceived het sovq“eign with all due courtess,
and cntertaingly shim to the best of her
power. Osbert but ill repaid such conduct,
‘and before he left th¢house treaed her with
the greatest indignity and cruelty.

* As%oon as her husband returned, th®
wady informed him® how she had been in-
sulted and wronged, and Bruern instantly
took means to dvenge her, and to support
his own honour., He was popular and
powerful in that portion of Northumbria
called Bernicia, and he soon raised the
whole péople of thé district to arms. The
authoritysof Osbert was t}.xrow‘n off; and as
Bruern himself did not aim at fhe throne,
a prmce of the name of Ella was proclaimed
king by the Bernicians. A fierce civil war
ensued; but Bruern, resolved to crush the
base i)rmce who had commltted such a crime
against hls.mfe, set sail for Denmark and
allured the” princes ‘of &that country to the

VOL. I, I
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shores of England, by repr(‘ senting ¢he dis-
tmctqd state of Northumpra, and the easi-
ness with which great conquests mlght be
made, whil2 the peoplé of the land were en-
gaged in civil confentions. “These solicita-
flons were listcned«to with Pleasuss; but
more especially by TIvar*and Muba, sons $F
the precediné kirg of Penmark, whhse starv
I must now tell you.

STORY OF THE KING OF DENMARK, AND
EDMUND, KING OF EAST ANGLIA,

I ReALLY do not know what was the exact
nam® of this king of Denma.l;k, forwe haye got
a very bad way of changing foreign names.
However, I fird him called Lodgbroc by the
English writers. Beirg out tpon the coast
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of Deantark +with but few attendants, g
tummg it woull, appear, fvom a hawkmg
party, wﬁ;?u he had made in a distant part
of his do!mmons, he tas canght'by a storm,
and driven ove: to the shores ‘of England
‘wheredie lantled riear Yermouth, in Norfolll
“hen under the dominion of the East Angies.
The king of that country,; at the time, was
a brave and amiable young prince, of the
name of Edmund; ‘mdLodebrochavingbeen
seized by the wardens of the coast, was
brought to the presuce of the East-Anglian
prince. « Ile treated him, we ave told, with
the greatest kindness, and engaged him in
the sports of the field, where the Danish
monarche excelled the whole court in the
ancient pastime of ﬁ.‘lconry. To this supe-
riority is attributed the jealousy of Bern,
the Saxon kiné’s falconer, who seduced the
Danish prince into & ‘'wood, and there bar-
barously furdered hixp.. The crime is said
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tp have been discovered b;, the s g city of
d dog, who wetched by his master's dead
body}or several days, going from time to
time to the valace for food. The frqquont
appcarance -and di.;appéaranoe of the hound,
coupleg] with thg king’s proionged aksence,
inauced some of LEdmund’s gttendants &
follow, and the bady was discovered. Iar-
ther investigations brought tii«c murder home
to Bern, who was condemned to be exposed
upon the sea, without companions or provi-
sions, in the very boav -vhich had brought
the Dane to the shores of England. It is
not clear whether. he was drifted by chance
to the coast of Denmark, or picked up at
sca by Danish vessels; but the kirg’s boat
was recognised by the Danes, and Bern was
examined as to” what had become of the
monarch. In order to screin himself, and
perhaps to be revenged upon those who had
punished him,"the riurderer declared that
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Lodebo&hadyen cast upon the shore ef
Kast Anﬂlm, and therc put to death by the
orders of Edmund The sons of the de-
ceased Prince immediately togk arms to
avenge their father’s death; and it was pro;
Dably @t this time that? the; applicasion of
flarl Bruern was made! With one of the
largest armics which had cver issued forth
from Denmark, Tvar and ITuba set sail for
Englu.n(‘l, with theiy Northumbrian confede-
rate, and landing unexpectedly at the mouth
of the Humber, they founlgl the whole country
unprepa.ed for resistance. After overrunning
with extraordinary rapidity the land to the
north of the ITumber, the Danes marched
om'ard wwards York Osbert, in the mean-
time madc aware of their landing, invited
Ella to lay aside their feuds, and act against
the GCommon cntamy Ella agreed, and pro-
mised to lead his army to the support of his
competitor; but Osber@s.lmpatlent character
12
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prevented him from proﬁtinf : by thifs favour-
able arrangement. Issuingtforth from York
before Ella’s arrival, he met the Danes in
battle in the open field, and, after an obsti-
pate and blo'ody cottest, was fotally defeated,
losing-his own Jifed# is saifl, in the vetreat.
York itsclf fell into the power of the victors$
and Ella, maréhing to the support of Osbert,
was cncountered by the vittorious Danes,
and likewise defeated and slain.  The
whole of Northumbria now fell into the
hands of the Dancs, who, still unsatisfied,
pushed their incursions into Mexsia, aad
laid the king of that cduntry under contribu-
tion.

Shortly afterwards, leaving hise brother
Huba in Northumberland, Ivar invaded
East Anglia, and decfeated lidmund in a
general battle.  The English prince was
taken alive, and then “barbarously murdered
in presence of the Danish chicf.! The Ro-
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man Catfiolic historians declare that he was
offered his life vy condition. of renourcings
his ﬁmiti], but refused, and was a.ccor‘(iingly
putta dchth.  Upon this story, l'e was made
a saint ‘of the Roman Ce.holic church; a,n('l
his baly, having becr. ¢carried to Bary, in
"Buffolk, breught *great flocks of pilgrims
thither in after ages. The place, with a
monastery attadhed, even adopted his name,
being now known, as St. Kdmund’s Bury,
or Bury St. Edmunds.

The successes o the Danes were now
véry rupid, and overrunning the whole of
thesSaxen dominions in'En{iland, they de-
feated their encmics in almost every engage-
ment.

Lthelred and his brother Alfred, how-
cver, were not inactive ; neither did they
suffer themsclves to be dispirited by the vic-
tories and fierceness of their adversaries.
In one single year, glithelred fought five
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pAtched battles against thém, bt an the
l&st he was ca.ried from ghe field severcly
woundcd and died shortly after, leaving to
his brother (Alfred, thenin his twenty-srcond:
year, a thro;le sur.ounded By dangérs, and
a*kingdom shaken tits foundati~

ALFRTN

NotHING could be more diflicult than.the
situation in which the young prince found
himself; but he was of a bold, haiﬂy, and
resolute disposition, wisc in counsel, prompt
in action, and stcady in resolution. Tt is
very probable, too, that his early residénce
in Rome, and the education he there received,
may have enlarged hig mind, and 'given him
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a great v %tore of resources, than was ordi
narily the lot of Sgxon prinees.

With all thesc advantages, however, King
Alfred whs defeated ‘at Wiltop within a
month aftez his aceessiom; but the loss of
the Dames wus severe ; #heig preceding vice
tories had bzen bought by the death of
many of their most cxpericaced leaders and
bravest warriors$ and Alfred, even in defeat,
succeeded in effectipg a peace with the in-
vaders, and induced them to quit his here-
dit;Lry dominions of Wessex. The King of
Mercia «so purchased a shors period of
traneuillicy by valuable presents; but the
Danes soon forgot their engagcements, and,
rec(umg- large remforcemcnts from their
natwe country, they re-cntered Mercia 874,
overrun the whole country, and forced the
king to flee.

Their numbers werc now so increasgd,
that they had a great (]iﬁicuh:y in procuring
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snbsistence by the means they hald hitherto
i;x,ﬁl‘)loyed. They accordingly divided their
forcers; and one bedy, marching upon North-
umberland,‘.applied itself to the ¢ultivation
of the land. A very largc bedy *entered
Cambwidgeshire, wwd thencepushed their
incursions into the surrounding parts of the
country. ¢ N

The peace with Alfred was soon broken;
and another trcaty succgcded, which was as
ill kept as the firsy Exeter was seized
almost immediately after it was concluded ;
and Alfred; roused to resistance,® notwich-
standing the enfcebled state of his covatry,
collected what forces he could, and besieged
the Danes in Exeter. A Frisian fleet, whlch
he had taken into his pay, blockaded the
mouth of the Exe, and defeated a Danish
reinforcement which attempted to sail up
the river. The elements also seemed to fight
on his side, and a hudved and twenty of the
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etfemy’sHips, in"attempting to reach Dxetet'
were ]o~t in a tyemendous storm, ¥; ‘nch
oceurred upon the coast. The Danes in
Exeter,weYe thus forced to capit;:smw. They
agreed t6 quit tBe whole of the West Saxon.
ttrritories, ard fever ®3 rcthrn to them.*
L'dr‘go reinforeementts ﬁniving, howeve;',
from Denmark, they re-emercd Wessex in
the following year, obtained possession of
Chippcnl.]am, and gpread tlfemselves over
thcmwhole face of the coxntry. The courage
of the West Saxons gave way. Most of
thettt subtitted to the conquervr. Num-
bers fad, and concealed theinse].ves in woods
and forests ; and Alfred himself, obliged to
fly mth a¥ew d(,voted friends, soon found
that cven these attondants risked their own
safety without contributing to his, and dis-
imissea them all while he pursued his jour-
wey alone.

It was at this periéd, that, disguised in
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she habit of a peasant, Alfred wﬁs.‘ob]ige(':
tpnizgkc 1'cfu;;c in the hqgvel of a cow-herd,
and to depend upons the charity of the
man and l‘is wife fot daily bread® Uncon
scious of "his rapk, the géod iwotnan em-
-ployed her soscreign in menitd offises ; and,
finding him not very skilfuldn performing
them, set him te¢ watch and turn some cakes
that were baking in the #shes. The king,
busied with wiany painful tlmug];ts, forgot
the cakes, and sufféx_'?d them to burn, upon
which the good woman scolded him heartily,
telling him: that he would be realy envugh
to cat them, though he would ot tske the
trouble to turn them.

Shortly after thls, he establlsked hxmself
in a small marshy plece of ground "where
two rivers, called the Parett and the Thoe,
meet in Somersetshire This place was dif-
ficult to be gotat, on account of the marshes
and the rivers wigclr surrounded it, having
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but one hrrow path by which it could be ap-
proached.  Ilere yAlfred cal'ed some ¢ ljis
most faithful followers to his assistance, and
built o shall fort, whénce he cgrried on a
system of petty warfare agains? the Dancs,
in the scighbournood, wihe s, 1 belicee, his
real name and statibn béing known. At the
end of four months, howeves, a piece of good
news drew him from his place of conceal-
ment. ihlba, who yas nor, iz command of
the Danish troops, aft .r ravaging a part of
Wales, entered Devonshire, and attacked
the earl »f that county in Kinwith Castle,
on the banks of the Tau. The earl and
his friends took the bold resolution of at-
temptingwto cut thcu' way through the
cnemy ; and taking them by surprise, met
with so much success, that, changing their
plan, they pursued the first advantage,
till the whole Danish army was totally
routed, Huba himsdf lslaiu..and the ma-
VOL. 1. ‘ %



98 JOHN JOX ES’S TALES,

gical standard of the raven taken by the
baxons

The intelligenee of this signal victory
reached Alfred in his fort, and induced him
to abandon his retveat. Besore “attbmpting
to assemble a.- ariy, however, Alfzed re-
solved to ascertain with his ewn eycs the
number and position of the principal body
of the Danes left in Wessex ; and, assuming
the disguise oi % harppr, which character
he was well calculawd to maintain by his
skill in music, he entered the Danish camp,
and so ingratiated hinsclf with the soldiery,
that he was fgustéd for three days, ané zven
introduced to their chief, Guthrum. He had
thus the best means of learning ail that he
desired to know; and, remarkingparti;:ularly,
that, contrary to their usual habit, the Danes
had not encamped upon a hill, but kept the
open field with very little precaution, he
determined at onee to take advantage of
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their regligence; and as soon as b+ had
sptisfied himsclfjeand could get out ot"t]nc
camp, he returned ¢o his fort at Ethelingey,
whence He dispatched messengg:s to all the
Saxon leaders, on whom ¢ thou!ht he coulds
‘depend, besceching thom w meet fim i
arms, with all the Yroops they could collect,
at Brixton, in Selwood L'orest. The day
nppoint.ed for their rendezvous was scven
weeks after asterg and fue Szgon nobles,
with very great activitr ,and at the same time
with very great sccreey, gathered their men
together from every part of Wesasex, and led
thexmto the spot nppointe(.i. The foree which
Alfred thus found collected, was probably
much gRater than !10 had expected; he
knew that the Dancs, belicving the Saxon
resistance to be at an end, were spending
their time inrev clry and merriment ; and be .
dctermmed to attack them at once, before
they were put upon t]’lel'gua.rd Only staying
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at Brixton one night, he marched tie next
(iu;"t'o Okeley, and on tho following morn-
ing, advanced upon Eddington, near which
place the enemy was encamped. The Saxons
wwere animated with joy and liope Ly the sud-
den re-appeariace ef their king, and+by the
victory lately gained by the Earl of Devon.
The Danes were lyinginactive at Eddington,
without any idea whatsoever that an army
was in the £:3 Jgainst them, till they saw
themselves upon thee very point of being
attacked in their eamp. Alfred allowed no
time for the courage of his own me.. to ccvl,
or the consternaiion of the cnemy tocsub-
side, but attacked them at once, while they
were yet in confusion and disarrayy Never-
theless the cncmies defended themselves
with great courage; but they fought under
~amnch disadvantage, for not only were they
inydisarray, but the feelings of superstition,

which are genmcraly swong in barbarous
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nations, were now against them. They hagl
formerly placed gyeat confidence in theis fu-
mous standard of the raven, belicving t]mt
thcy saw she bird embrdidered upon it clap its
wings, when they were entering ufon a battle,
<n whigh they were destined ! s be victarious
Thig standard, as I hate before said, Lad
been taken, and just iz proportion as it had
inspired them with confidence, did its ab-
sence fifl them with dismay After a bloody
conflict they were r(.)ut_r 4 in every part of the
field ; an immense number were slain ; and
the few avho were left took refuge in a
necighpouring castle, whicl was immediately
surrounded by the victorious Saxons. The
Danes held out here for fourtcen days; but
no succour arriving, they at length sur-
rendered,—some say at diseretion, which
meatis without any conditions or promises of
safety, some say upon the terms afterwards
granted to fhem, Certpin it is, that Alfred.

D]



102 JOIN JOMES’S TALES,

who had them completely in his power,
ucn\cd them with great huwanity. Ile¢
oﬂcrul to Guthrum and his followers the
choiee, either of remdining in England, and
receiving a lufficient portionwf land for their
suppert in Ex st Anglia and- Northumber-
lanud, upon th'e condition» of being baptized,
and joining faithf1lly their forces with his to
repel all other incursions : or, of cmbarking
immediately foe Qenmark swearing never to
re-appear in the isluad, and giving hostages
for the fulfilment of thelr promise. A glcat
number accepted the first offer.  Guth-
rum, with th%rty of the chiefs, and g great
number of the inferior soldiery, adopted
Christianity and remained ; but a pumber of
others refused to be baptized, and weré suf-
fered to embark in peace for their native
.country.

For about thirteen years, Alfred enjoyed
a period of reposc ;yfor, althougl: there were
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oceasion3l descents of the Danes upon the
coasts, they were never formidable; «nd
the members of othat nation settled in
England; universally dcknowledged the rule
of the Baxon onarch, althougi it is not to
*be supposed thit they subr.tted well con-
tented.  Alfred, however, wiser than mos¢ of
his predecessors, cmployec the time of peace
in preparation for war. One of his first en-
deavours was to create a * ot fr the pro-
tection of his coa.sh.s against the rovers; and
he laboured for this purpose with that sue-
cussful perseverance.which he displayed in
alldws actions. He fortified a great number
of towns also, and built stron.g castles, both
to defersl the country against incursions, and
to over-awe the Danes settled in England.
He took possession of London, too, and
placed in it his son-in-law, Ethelred, be-
stowing upon him the title of Earl of Mercia;
and he se8ms, by the pains he took to fortify
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and embellish 1t, to have Joreseén that -it
WOWL’d one day become the capital of the
country

All thesc, precautioiis were soon proved to
be no mort. than nceessary, for this long
period. of trand »illity was brought to an end-
in the year 893. Severa! bands of Dgncs
had quitted the English shores, especially
from the coast of East Anglia, and, united
under a famnus l(;der, named ITastings, had
ravaged the whole of Jie Low Countries, and
a part of France. The booty which they col-
lected, we are told, was cnormous; hut their
desolating progress rendered the. cogptry
through which they passed as inhospitable
to them as to its native inhabitapts; and,
starved out of France and Belgium, they re-
turned to England in the year 893, trusting,
it would seem, that the Saxons had, duiing
thirteen years of repose, restored the land to
a state of prosperity x for these Dancs, you
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will rcms:f'k, weré fond of ploughing with othar
mew’s hands, andvtheo reaping the harvese
with the sword. Thceir aymament now con-
sisted ,of three hundred and thirty. ships, and
therr fitst «desent was npon tke coast of,
“Kent, where ‘hey scizeda fo called Applos
dore.  Here the greatest part of the invadérs
remained ; bus Hastings, v.ith cighty ships,

sailed up the Thames, and landed at Milton,
ncarwhlchplaw he (,ntrcn(“. < imself. The
invasion had been une'.pccted and Alfred
was at the time in Fast Anglia, regulating
thy aflaire of that kingdom and ¢f Northum-
berlsad. *He instantly tool arms, however,
to check the course of the invaders, and
dcmandmg a new oath of allegiance and
numerous hostages ﬁom the Dancs of those
two kingdoms, he marched with all speed
into Kent, and took up such a position as
to cut off the communication between ope
division ofthe Danish frces and the other.
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He then entrenched himself; and humerous
skitinishes took place during a great part of
894. Towards the close of that ycar, how-
ever, the Danish army at Appledofe, having
collected at' the plunder that the 'country
could afford, }h‘cpared to dxtend itse opera”
ticns, and, abandohing ‘the entrenchments
which had been iaised, marched out, appa-
rently with the intention of rejoining the
force undcr 'T’e@gs, “:ho, about the same
time quitted Milton,%nd fortificd himsclf in
Essex.

It would seem that the Daacs frem
Appledore intended to eross the Tksemes
above London, for they directed their coursc
through Swrrey; but their movemrnts were
all watched by the eye of Alfred, who met
them at Farnham, with all the forces he had

—collected, and defeated them with great 1oss.
The fugitives fled to the camp of Hastings ;
and the English monarch prepated to pur-
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sug theip thither; and to attack Hastings i1
his cntrenchments e was, diverted fiom
this purpose, howeter, by very unpleasant
tidings, *The Northumbrian gmd Kast

Anglian * Danes; forgettirs, as ilsual, the

daths they had taken, profited‘by the S&xon®
king's émburmssmeﬁt, and not only cast off
the yoke, but emarched in ' great force, and

laid sicge to Exeter.  To protect the people

more im;nediately upder bis .59 now be-

came Alfred’s great cfject, and turning

rapidly to the west, after throwing some

troops int® London, he forced the army be-

sicgimeIixtter to fly.

In the mean time, Hastings and his troops
had not ®een idle; bpt marching out of
their ,entrenchments, they procecded upon
one of their usual ravaging expeditions,
leaving the booty they had obtained in, fhe .
camp, together with their women and
children, under the Ifrotbction.of a strong
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guard, Intelligence of these facts fvas im-

mediately conveyed to London; and the

English troops there, together with a lm’gé

party of tie citizens, issued fortn seerctly.
and marcuing towards the Danish camp,

‘eut tne guard to picees.  [hé whoie of the

Danish storgs fell into tneir bands ; ard the

women, children, and sick became prisoners

of war. Anvngst the rest was the wife of
Hastings, 2w ¢wg_of his children ; but Alfred

showed the same moderation in his present

success which he had done after the battle of
Eddington. He rcstored the ~wife =and

children of the Danish leader, on caniition

that he should leave the kingdom, never to

return, taking with him all his ewn imme-

diate followers.

Scveral large bodics of Danes, howerver,
still, remained in England, roaming hither
and thither, and rayaging the country wher-
ever fhey came. - Innumerable skirmishes
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touk place, which are spoken of by e ol
writers under tho name of battles. }‘&’icy
‘tell us that Alfredsfought fifty-six pitched
battles with the Danes, of which we coan trace
very few. -All we know is, tha*¢their num-
bers wane, in «wd' years, egreatly diminikhed,
both by the sword, tnd Dy a pestilence then
raging, and thet at the endrof that time, all
the Danes who had not obtained lands in
the com.ntry', took to their- 8135, and left
England to repose. _i variety of eircum-
stances combined to Testors to tbe monarch
the soveretgnty of all &ngland, and the first
use sgivi? he made of” trapquillity and
power, was to re-cstablish the rule of law
and to guwerd the poor and low against the
0ppicséion of the rich and high. It would
require a long time to give you any notion
of tfe laws which were either revived or
enacted under Alfred; Dut his exertions to
restore jusflce and *cctity are very evi-
VoL, 1. L
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dent, and highly to his honour. He; is siid
to have established the trial by jury-—that
is to say, the rule by which the guilt or
innocence oi any man accused, is qetezmined,
by the ded slon of twelve men of his own
tank; but 1 must t21l you at tne satae timé
thit many legrned men have geatly doubted
this fact. Alfred was, a greal encourager of
commerce, and all the peaceful arts, and
under his Envland may be said to
have first obt.un(.d a muchant navy. Hewas
a protector of learning too, which had been
very much neglected during the vars which
had preceded his times. He calied shgreat
number of distinguished men from foreign
countries to ngland, and found.d several
colleges for the instruction of youth., e
himsclf was one of the most learncd men of
his own court, and he possessed that happy
art, which is the characteristic of almost all
great men, of so di. iding his time, that every
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portion was ustfully cmployed to himsclf
and his subjects,o without that bustle snd
fatigue, which always attend the active and
disorderly.  You musy all have heard him
il,wntioned by the name of Alfreg} the Greu.t,‘
wvhich e probably dc..scrvci better [ thay
mest of those who Jiave obtained the same
disti;wtion, for his wars were &1 defensive,
and his love of peace,’ justice, aad learning
afford g better title to the name of Great
than even his militagy abili.ies, tiough exer-

cived in a righteous cause.

THE DESCENDANLS OF ALFRED.

Avrrep was succeeded by a son, called in
histqry, Edward the Elder. e was not un-
worthy of inheriting the crown; but imme-
diatcly after his accession, a competitor arose,
whose cla#fhs must Ve fmitted to hyye had



112 JOHN JONES'S TALES, -

some show of justice. Alfred, you will recol-
lecl: was the youngest of the four sons of
]'lthélwolf, and had succecded under that
prince’s will upon' the death of his brother,
Etheldred;{but both his puzdecessors had
left children,“:nd {cnc throne rvas now dis-
puted by Ethelward, the cldest son of ithel-
bert, Alfred’s brother. T his prince con-
tended, that although' the will of Ethelwolf
had conveyed the crown to each of his sons
successively,” it could nnt convey it to the
children of the younger in preference to the
children of-+he elder, and he proceeded to
assert his title by forte of arms.” It is fot
needful to tell you much of the War #:Atich
suceceded, as the facts are uninteresting, and
few of them known. It served, howexer, to re-
kindle the animosity between the Saxonsand
the Danes, for to the hereditary encmies of his
race, Kthelward applied for assistance. * Nu-
merous battles and skirmishes ensucd, which
aré principally remaykable for the part taken
in theru by Ethelfleda (daughter of Alfred,
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aud wi‘fc'of' Ethered, Earl of Mereia), who
seems to have inMerited the warlike abjitics
of her father, withoat his love of peace. She
commynded armies, fought buttl(;'s, and acted
not only as hexr' brother’s couns#llor, but as.
*his gemeral ‘on ‘many eccasions. THhough
supported by the Danes of England, and by
a large body ef their kindied race from Nor-
mandy, Ethelward was unsuceessful in his
uttcmpts’, and defeated and slainsin battle.
Edward pursued thac war against the Dances
during the greater part of hig_reign, and
sueceeded in bringingsthose who-had settled
in Noghitmberland into a'grca;tcr degree of
subjection than any of his predecessors had
been able to effect.  Jdward died after a
reign of twenty-four years, leaving an im-
mense number of children by three several
mothtrs. The son who succeeded him,
named Athelstane, was dnc of the greatest of
the Saxondprinces, butdwas not of lawful
L2
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b#rth, his mother Egwina, beihg a shepherd’s
daupbter. The cldest lawial son died a few
days after his father; and, it is probable,
that the hi';;;h qualitics already Known ig
~ Athelstane Q{ade the Saxohs desirous of
Haviny him for their king, raiher thandidwin,
his legitimate brother, whio was ¢ ill a youth,
and gave not much promise of great abili-
ties. Athelstane had been a favourite with
his grandfuther, Alfred, :11](1 with his unele
and aunt, Ethered and Ethelfreda, who took
charge of his education. He had been czufly
inured to arms, and instructed i govern-
ment ; and these advantages soon proygzd, the
wisdom of the Saxon choice. The new king
was engaged the greater part of Ais life in
wars with the Danes of Northumberland,
aided by the king of Scotland, and the Welsh
princes ; but the only fact which occurted of
great interest during his reign, was a battle,
kuown by the nae of the Gibat Battle,
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which lastod from the dawn of morning ill
mghtfmll and in which Athelstane comp).tely
.defmted ithe Kingeof Scotland, and a large
pody.of hrinces in all'uu;cc with him. Sowme
historians report that Athelfane put to
dcathesone of his brothers, hamed ¥Y.dwin,
aceused of oonspiting ‘against him, but the
statement is dounded on o good authority.
Unfortunately for the country, his reign
was sl:m‘t, and in 941 he was succeeded
by his brother, Edmund. The country was
peaceful, the royal authority respected, and
¢.crythieng promised a long. and happy
rewry hed not the extrfeme youth of the
monarch, then only cightce.u, cncouraged
th(- Dams to renew the war.  Boldly march-
ng mto Mercia with great force, Anlaff,
King of the Northumbrian Danes, forced his
waf to Chester, where he was encountered
by Edmund, with ad inferior army, but
courage gflual to his @wn. After a battle
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inewhich victory remained undecided, a peace
was\goncluded, which woued secm to show
that the Dancs had obtwined some advan-
tage in the combat, for' the Saxons certainly
wmade great ‘oncessions in the treaty, An-
ladf, hewever, ‘oppre‘ssed his: own subjects ;
a partial revolt took place; and Edmund,
having now gained more cxperience, and
collected a larger force, speedily compelled
both the kings of Northumberland to sub-
mit, and, upon their rcnelwing the war, drove
them from the islapd. In the civil govern-
ment of his ,couml&, as well as in warlile
operations, Edmuntl displayed many of fhase
qualities which more or less distinguished
the princes of the race of Alfred;;bﬁt his
reign was unfortunately cut short by a
strange incident, which I will now rclate.
One of Edmund’s great objects throughout
Lis whole reign had been to put down those
bands of robbers, which had $arung up
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duiing ‘the many cwvil wars of England
One of :thcsc banlls had begn headed Woa
Saxon—-it would appears of noble birth- -
ngmed Leolf, who had been outlawed and
bamshel, as a ‘punishment for i.lis crimes.
l)nc days howtver, while Bidmund was dhing
at Pucklechusch, ih Gloucestsrshire, sur-
rounded by a® numbe- of ‘*his nobility, who
had been invited to celebrate the festival of
St. Austi.n with the king, it was @iscovercd
that Leolf had not Jnly had the impudence
to intrude bimself into the hgly but was
actaally ding at one of the royal tables.
Fdimuad, it would appear, was the first who
remarked him, although there can be no
doul.)t. thi® the king, as well as the greater
part of his nobles, had been indulging in a
vice very counmnon amongst the Saxons, that
of drinking too much strong liquor. Ed-
mund immediately ordc:red th\c intruder fo

be seized ;m'md one ‘of dhis sewers, named
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Lico, attempted to apprehend the -culprit.
Tte poor sewer, however] was no maich fo
the robber; and his life would, in all pro-
bability, have been sacrificed, had ot i
mund hims»lf started up, amd catching Leoll
Dy the hair of theshead, tnrown hiln down
upon the ground.’ The rufian, however,
fought to the last, ard theugh overpowered
by the young king, he struuk a blow with
his daggere at that prinee which pierced his
heart; and IEdmund fell dead upen the pros-
trate form_of the robber.  Some authors say
that Leolf escaped iw the confusion, bt of
this we have no certuinty.  Edmued lefi
two sons, Edwy and F.dgar, who, however,
were set aside ou account of thei extreme
youth, and Edred, Edmund’s next brc;ther,
was raised to the throme. This prince,
while health and strength continued,” gave
the greatest promise of virtues and high

qualitics. IIc not¥ only struggled success-
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ity with the Panes of Northumberlandy
but cmuc(l his dms into Scotland, gud
forced Male olm, the &king of tlla,t country, to
12 for pence. On a®second revolt of the
: Tsrthu'mbrians,;nccmnpanicd by hets of the
arossest ingratitede, Fdied twiee invgded
dhoir .,(Illlltl). compcelled them to subirit,
abolished thvn‘ separate royalty altogether,
reduced aorthumberlaiid to an linglish pro-
wince, fijed che towns and fortresses with
axon garrisons, ayl appointed ah English
£ cernos, named  Osalf, with the title of
farl  In his warlike expeditiowey however,
Iid ed ha.® contracted sa discase, which im-
puived gboth his bodily and mental health.
e became superstitious, recluse, and neg-
ligent of ghe affairs of ;his kingdom. Dun-
stmf, abbot of Glastonbury, ruled the king,
got possession of his treasures, usurped his
powes, and obtained the reputation of a
saint by the same means which have won a
similar hongur for more ﬂnn Ome-half of the
siints in tﬁe cu]endarTmnbumn, hyp8erisy,
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greediness, and daring. The latter part. of
ths, prinee’s reign passcl in peace, which
approached to sloth, and in tranquillity,
which bore evil fruiis. 1lis dis-ase grew
upon him ‘cvery day, till atlength hls rnlgn
was_terminated by, death, at the cnd of ten
years from his accession to the throm

EDWY AND ELGIVA.

|
Eprep was succeeded by the most unhappy
of all the Saxon, princes, Edwy, the cldest
son of his brother Edmund, who eommened
his reign Ly an attempt far more- dagge-ous
and difficult than the repression of revolt or
the subjugation of thc Dancs. Thxs was to
overthrow the monklsh power, and to rdduce
the authority of the clergy within its proper
limits. Unfortunately this prince, who was
under seventeen when he came to the throne,
was induced-io sc\ck these objects more by
persoual than pohtlcal cons1dertmons At
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a wery wcarly perixd, he became deeply als
tached to his cousin Elgiva, gnd resolved to
'm{lrry her.  Now, tt(,(-ording to the rules of
the Remah-catholie chulch, coubms are not
allowed to matry, cxcept by | e express
permisston ot the pope ; dut ludwy resdlved
to overstep al¥ obstdcles] and the opposition
made by the nfonks and priésts only enraged
him still more against two bodics of men,
whose ovil influcnce had been safficiently
apvarent under his uncle Edred.  St. Dun-
stan was banished, and his fayoprites dis-
gruced; bat a new clentcal tyrant had started
upm ‘e person of Odo, Archbishop of Can-
terbury, That prelate threw every obstacle
in the wa¥ of the kingis marriage, and cven
whe.n the young king was actually united to
his Elgiva, with uncqualled cunning, cruelty,
and audacity, the brutal archbishop-watched
his opportunity, causcd' the beautiful quegn
to be selw Tuya patty of armed men, and
VOI. I M
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actually branded her in the' face wifh a Lot
AII‘O‘ in order to deface thht lovehncss whigh
had first won the king’s'affection. e then
senther into Ireland. ~ As Iidwy had already
shown sorr‘;(,\ degree of vigour in the pursuit
uf his objects, Odo Lecune naturally tlarmed,
lest he should be punished for the hoirible
crime he had committ~d, notwithstanding his
immense power #hd ecclesiastical position.
T'o guard‘nimsclf, it appears, he had recourse
to another erime. Ile defamed the cha-
racter of his sovereign, and by his cmissaries
he excited all the Darish and Anglian popu-
lation of Great Britain to revolt. ‘The rebels
placed at their head the king’s vounger
brother Idgar; and scenes of amtarchy and
confusion took place throughout the whole
land, which only terminated by Edwy yield-
ing to his brother at least one-half of the
kingdom, Ehycn then his persecutors were
not satisfied. The persecuted Sgiva con-
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tri VC(i_ to pscape ‘\"rim the hands of those whp
detained hery and, assured of the consgunt
affection of her husband, hastened to rejoin
him. She was intercepted by her encimies,
lnawcw'ér, at Gloucester, and immediately
vut to death, with cuummt.mccs of peculiar
barbarity. There ig llttlc doubt, it appears,
that this crime was also committed by the
orders of Odor Tt wab the last blow to the
unfortunate  FEdwy, who never ceased to
gricve for her he had loved, and died shortly
after of a broken heart.

LPGAR AND ELFRIDA.

Epwy's brother Edgar, still a mere youth,
succcc(fcd to the wholg kingdom. 1t would
be Mard to bring a charge of ambition
against him for heading a revolt when he
was enly thirteen years of age. Néverthe-
less there can be no daubt that he showed
a capacity for governmpnt aud a manly
judgment®at a much carlier period than
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that at which those qua,]'y,ties are ,generally
"displayed. Ile was oné of the most able
and prudent of the Saxon kings, and per-
haps he was the firs. Saxon morarch wgo
ever reigrted for sevenieen .years in periect
peace. Thislong per iod of tranqmllml'ty, how-
ever, was owing entircly to_ his coastant
state of preparation for war. “1e increased
his flect to an cnormous (,xtcnt having, we
are assurcd, at one time, more than four
thousand vessels upon the sea. 1lis coasts
were thus protected from forcign invasien
and against,domestic turbulence he guarded
by kecping a large fouce continualkly in arins.
The Kings of Wales, Ircland, aad sheesle
of Man acknowledgéd his sway ; and such
was the fear or the;affection \\'llécin he in-
spired in the neighbouring princes, "that
eight of them attended his court at Chester,
and cohdescended to row his barge <lown
the niver Dee. Amongst these was Ken-
neth 111, Ktig of Scotland ; qnd although
the Scotch historians would fali® persuade
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us.that this act Was no more than a frolig,
it lS very twdieulto conceive that, in those’
tlll]c%, “when very . slight deeds implied
\'gry serieus acknowle¢dgments, eight sove-
reigns should have been found toperform in
sport, what might be lodked upon as aw acs’
of supjection.,

Tidgar had, other titles, however, to be
considered as a great prince. 1le applied
himself Yo reform the administratipn of jus-
tice, to put down tHeft and robbery, and to
exterminate the wolves, which lnd multi-
plied  amgzingly in .]‘mg,l.md and were
neggly jas edetrimental as- the monks. To
the latter, however, he showed‘grcut favour,
probabfy.more from prudential considera-
tiofts than from affection ; for, warned by the
fate of his brother 1idwy, he was unwilling
to seruggle with a body whose arms were
more to be dreaded than sword or spcar,

and who comld be restrjined 3 using themn
%
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by no laws, human or divia.. Hcﬁthpt“efqre
‘tregted them with the groaLest crasideration,
and with profuse liberality. If they pds-
sessed no other virtue, they at least showed
gratitude, for they sung tho praiscs of the
king in season and’ out of sezson,and ob-
tained for him the character of a “saint,
when, in truth, ke was a very great sinner.
The very same viees which they attributed
as enormeus crimes to his brother Edwy,
they mentioned with great complacency in
their favourite Iidgar. He was, indeed, one
of the mo‘;t liicentiolxﬁ of the Saxon kings,
and did a great niany wrong acts, of wlich
his marriage furnishes a striking instance.
e had a favourite of the name pof Ethel-
wold, whom he had greatly honoured ‘dnd
promoted; and hearing frequent praises
of the heauty of Llfrida, daughter of the
Earl of Devonshire, he determined to

111'm'ry her, Y she"wes as lov-r_l_y as had
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been rclu,bonbwl ‘Lo ascertain the fact
before h&mnned her m marriage, ll.n-
mg no means of seeing her himself, as lier
fgther kept her in strict retirement, he dis-
patched Lithelwold, on whose jiidgment he
could geperud, 2o visit the carl upoy thy
prete.ncc of husiness. dithelwold contrived
to obtain a sight of the ludy, and immedi-
ately fell in love with her himself.  Forget-
ting hi duty to the king, and the task with
which he had been "entrusted, he demanded
her hand, obtained her father’s con%nt and
married Jer privately, .L]l(,gmg' “that there
wele ynpertant reasons for keeping their
union sceret. He then retirned to the
court, .zu;d reported that Elfrifla’s beauty
hdfl been greatly cxaggerated; that the
earl, her father, being rich, and her por-
tion® considerable, her wealth hgd made
people see graces where they did not
really exist. After, hiving “hus satisficd
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the king, and induced kim 0 gnve ap
all thoughts of the marriage,.3« fiointed
out to Kdgar that a portion, which was
of no importance to 'a monarch, would l‘)c'
of very gréat value to a subject, and ended
by esking the king's leave fo mprry the
wealthy heiress. The petition was immne-
diately granted, and  Iithelwpld’s marriage
was publicly celebrated; but it was re-
marked that Kthelwold did not biing his
wife to the court. Rumburs spread abroad
that the king had been deccived, and there
are alway;;,l,)]cnty of people to tell a had
tale of a favourite.. Iidgar grew r.usp.icig_us;
and, resolved to convince himself with his
own eyes, lfe found a pretence for visiting
the part of the country where Ethelwold’s
wife remained. Ie took the unfortunate
husband, along with him; and when at some
distance from his house, he intimated his
intention of *paying him and his bride a
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" vistt. . 'E‘mﬂﬂi ufforts to avert this une
welcomg hoMur only served to confirm,the
king’s suspicions; and he persisted, only
alowing His favourite to go forward to warn
the ‘lady of his® approach. Ethelwold was
now drisen td cohifess toe his wife the deccie
he ’md practised, atd he besought her car-
nestly to do al she ceuld to disguise that
beauty from the eyes of the king which had
been the canse of her husband’ssbreach of
dyty towards him. "He spoke, however, to
a deceitful, unprincipled, ambitioys woman.
Ethelwoldahad undoubtedly behaved ill both
todmer and %o the king; biit he was her hus-
band, and had she posscssed onc spark of
good feelimg or virtue,s she would have en-
deavoured to sereen him from the dangers
to which he had exposed himself. Llfrida
pronfised to do so, but did not fulfil her
word. Instead of concculmg her bulut_) ,
she used gf%ry art to wnder 1t more dt].L-
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zling; and the effect was {u'ch as Jﬂc«wrshf-d
and anticipated. Edgar lmttcdlately per-
ceived the deceit which had been put upon
him, and resolved to have both gfatification
and revengl;e. To conceal fne dark designs
he ricditated, he affected to behold Elfrida
with indifference, and fode eway after 'his
visit as if nothing remarkables had oceurred ;
but not long after, the body of Ethelwold
was founil picrced with a spear; and it is
generally asserted that the murder was com-
wmitted by, the king’s own hand. With inde-
cent haste, he married the widow of +his
favourite; and the lady, having dttaircdr'he
end of her ambition, built a nunnery on the
spot where her first husband’s body had
been found.

Elfrida did not long enjoy the dignity of
queen consort, for Edgar died in 975, dt the
early age of thlrty-t\\o and his son, Ed-
ward 1T, was raiseth to"the throrig by the in-
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ﬂuen(.eoahl mn'"}ca of Dunstan, now Arch»
blshop ot bzt“?tmbury This prinee is said
to have bcen an 111<,g1t1matc son; and Fihel-
red, the son of I lmdn, was at the same time
& compgtitor for"the thr one. The partics of
the two ere very neally tqual but Dunstart
brought mirackes to the aid of his candidate,
and Edward was clected upon the strength
of voices and signs from Heaven. Such
portcms: when found in the pagds of his-
toxy, are gencrally coupled with a glorious
and spceessful veign, leading ys to suspect
tha? they #ere manufectured afterwards by
the®ntleusidsm of the historian, or the ad-
wmirafioy of the people; but in the case of
Tdward, #o such happy result justified the
marvels. The young King, who was only
fourteen years of age when he ascended the
throne, passed the four years that®hg was
permitted to reign w1thout any distinction.

He showes) himself m‘nﬂ«le and kind to all
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his subjeets, and displayid no resentment’
either to those who had Supﬁﬁ'{’ué(‘l Jhis bro-
ther, to that brother himself, or to the step-
mother who had weli nigh kindied a civil
war to exclude him from the succession..
On the contrary, h;., paid her every ‘i'espcct;
av- one day, the chase having led him ‘nto
the neighbourhood :3t Corfck Castle, where
Jilfrida resided, he rode up alone to the
gates to ask after the queen’s health. El-
frida, whose cruel purpose was probably
formed in a moment, came out to sp-ak
with himyard presented him with a cup of
wine to refresh him «after the chase. The
unsuspicious prince took it and drank ; b in
the very act he received the blow of a dag-
ger in the back, cither from the land of the
queen, or one of her attendants. .Feﬂiling
himsclf dangerously wounded, he set spurs
to his borse, and galloped away ; but.grow-
ing faint, it is supposed, with loss of blood,
lie fell fron: his iaddle; his foot caught in
the siirrup, and he¥.-as thus dragged along
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till he gied.  Ihe horse stopped opposite
the coft:lgn 5 an old peasant woman; and
the attendants of Flfrida lnlving tracked iis
course by the blood of the unhappy prince,
found the corpsc in her housé, so soiled
and torn, as gearcel, to be recogniseds
Tinder t]mse1circu,]nstmlccs, she thought it
possible to c()pce:tl the crime she had com-
mitted, and ‘she caused the body to be
thrown into a well. The body, however,
was shortly alterwayds dism)vcrcd.; and, as
the young prince had been a favourite and
a favourer of the mounks, mayy marvellous
stories aro told of the miracles worked by
hicarcligs. " He was made a saint, without
having shown any signs of sanctity during
his life; gnd called a martyr, though reli-
gitn had nothing to do with his death.

ETHELDRED,
By the base and treggherous murder of
LEdgar, I;‘fﬁda had "orened a way to the
VOL. I. N
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throne for her son Etheldded; and; he was
accordingly crowned withous-mp(])osition,
before he had completed his twelfth yea.f.
In the many wonderful dispensitions of
_Providcncc; we find that vely rarely power
‘ot wealth obtained by evil nleans is ritended
by permancnt prospérity,’or evcn a moderite
share of happiness. E+*heldred, known in his-
tory by the name of the Unready, from the
feebleness of his character and his mactive
habits, was onc of the wéakcst, most viciotz)s,
and most pnfortunate of the Saxon princes.
Nothi;xg that he did prospered; and kis
crimes were ever followed by speedy rg‘vi-
bution. Nevertheless, he commenced his
reign by an act of real picty. Hedhonoured
and interred the dead body of his pre-
decessor ; while his mother, driven almost
insane Yy remorse, built monasteries, and
covered herself all over with little crosses, it
is said, to p'rcvcn“ll;..ghb devil gétting in at
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any point, althohgh she might have saved
herself’ the wouble, for he had certainly
obtained entrance long before. The death of
Fdward was perhaps one of the greatest
misforfunes to” Etheldred ; for he came to
the throne at so early a period, that the first
years of his' reigh were naturally passed
under the guidance of older people; and,
instead of learning in the commencement of
life to govern others, he acquired®a habit of
suffering himsclf to be governed. His sub-
servieney to favourites was .ne of bis greatest
falings : end intense mvarice, which he dis-
1Ryed when extremely young, was the source
of wany of his crimes. The only case in
\\lnch _he showed grm.t vigour and dctermi-
natlon, werc in his disputes with the clergy;
and it would be strange to find, that one of
the® weakest princes that ever filled the
throne of Ingland, had power to contend
with a bpd&' which lm(l ‘over-awed his encr-
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getic and warlike predecesfors, wete tﬂe fact
not explained by the indiffereifte of the peo-
ple to ccclesiastical affairs. This had been
produced by the state of suffering and anxic:y‘
to which the English had beeh reduced while
the King was still & minor, through#'the re-
newed incursions of the” Danes, the great
scarcity of provisions,t and a sort of plug'uc,
which swept away thousands of the people.
The Dafies were encouraged to make fresh
descents upon the coast of England, by the
youth and inexperience of the sovercign of
that country, and by the abscnce < f all p12-
paration for resistance. Edgar liad (licdein
975, and Ktheldred had been erowned in
978; so that it is very difficult tosconceive
how the cnormous flects and armies col-
leeted by the former king, the garrisoned
forts and"cities, and all the other precautions

of a great and wise prince, had dwindled
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down *o nothingyand left the country in a
state whicn Lordly admitted of defence, in
the short space of six ycm';. This wis all
that «lapsed, however, before the piratical
incursions of tife Northmen were Tenewed in
981, w:en the Dancs Mmade a new descer
near Southatapton: It twould seem that this
first attempt cn the pa+t of the Danes was a
mere plundering expedition, or, at most, but
a trial of the Knglish resources, for the nun-
ber of ships cngaged was but seven; and,
after ravaging the country to a short distance
fr.m the roast, the enemy re-e'mbarkcd and
seided away. The news they carried to their
countrymen aud companions was well cal-
cn]atcgl t® allure other hordes to these shores.
They had to picture a country rich from a
lTong peace, and inhabitants luxurious and
unfrepared for resistance ; and, conse-
quently, year after ycar, some new fleet of

N2
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marauders paid their unfriendly visits to this
fs]:md, till at length, in 591, th- evil Became
intolerable, and the forees of the Danes more
formidable thaun they nad been before.  Jt
was now absolutely necessar; to tuke means
O wosistance; but, unfortunately. those
means were ineffecunal ; -and,in the fist
great battle fought, the English were de-
feated with considerable loss, and their
leader slaim in the ficld.

Notwithstanding the voice of experience
and history, Ktheldred had recourse to an ex-
pedient which had always proved fatal. e
attempted to purchasc the forbeuranee,.pf
those whom he could not compel to retire ;
and a large bribe was paid to the. Danish
lcader, on condition of his immediately qur.-
ting the land. Of course other bodics of
Danes immediatcly followed, in hopes of-the
SAINC TECOMPENCE ; and the very year follow-
mg, e still larger ficet appeared upon the
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shores of Kngland. It then became necessury,
to have recotisse to arms. .A vigorons and
sagacious plan was determined upon fir the
prrpose of punishing the invaders, and strik-
ing a wholesow® terror into those who might
be dispesed to tollow. It was proposcl to
collect a very large fléet at London, and
waiting till the Danish armanent had entered
some harbour, to blockade him therein, and
attack the enemy both by sea andfand. But
Etheldred had beeome contemptible to his
subjecets, and even his favor sites only waited
fo. opproriunity to betray him. Kalfrie,
Brake .of dlereia, the unworthy son of a
worthy father, was appointed to command
onc divison of the Fnglish fleet; but this
nobleman was alrcady in league with the
cnemy, and his first step was to warn the
Daifes of the purposes entertainedl against
them.  The encmy had thus time to put to
sca with the loss of only oné ship. The
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English fleet pursued, and’ engaged their
adversaries; but Ealffic witu his 6ivisi9n
went over to the foe, and thus saved them
from total destruction. The e'kpcditifexx;
however, proved sufficiently disastrous to
“Getér the Danes from any fresh attumpts at
the time: but in the years 393 and- 994,
England was invade’ by twe'royal armies,
commanded by Swein, King of Denmark,
and Olius, King of Norway, who entered the
Humber, wintered in Northumberland, agd
then, with a considerable accession of
strength from the Northumbrinn Dares,
sailed up the Thaines and attackéd T.onden.
The courage of the citizens, however, saved
that great city. The Danes were fepulsed
in all their assaults, and then betdok thém-
selves to ravage the country round. Again
the weak’ monarch of the Saxons deterniined
to bribe the enemy to desist, and lecave him
at »uace. Olidus and* Swein agreed, upon



FOR LIFTEE JOHN JONESES. 141

the'receipt of a lurge sum of money, to quit
the lanrﬁ, and fiever, cither by themselves or
their subjects, to infest it more. Oidus,
belore his departure, visited the King of
England, was converted to Christianity, and
receivedvaptism. e then returned to=hi§
native land, ahd kept his word to the leteer,
restraining his=subjectsawith a vigorous hand,
which, probably, had some share in bringing
abont his own death. Not 80,* however,
Syein, King of l)em'nal'k, for the ravages of
his subjects seem never to Lave ceased but
it woes nosappear by any means clear that
Etheldied ever paid the whole of the money
which he had promised. Before the con-
clusion,ofthe year 1001, they had overrun,
raﬁgcd, or made themsclves masters of,
many of the south-western counties of Kng-
land; while most of the eastern and orthern
countics had been plundered, or were pos-

sessed by the Danes, and every force ent
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against them was defeated or dispersed.
Incapable of vigorous resistance, warting in
energy, courage, and resources, the King of
England had once more recourse to 2 lasge
bribe, and by this means induced the greater
paut of the invadets to leave the Fingdom.
Some, however, staid behind, fdetermined to
obtain an inheritance in a latd more fertile
than their own ; but they do not appear to
have been very numerous, and, scattered over
the kingdom, were not considered dangerops.
To strengthen Ifimself against the repetition
of attacks from without, however,Etheldied,
whose first wife, Elgiva, was "nov dead,
songht the ‘hand of the beautiful . Fmma,
princess of Normandy, and sister of Richard,
Duke of that country. Tlis snit was acceded
to; and the marriage accordingly took place,
allying the King of England to that Danish
vace from Wl:lich hfe‘_ had suffered so much.
T ‘princess herself was béaytiful and
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mhia.ble though' apparently not without am- 4
bmon ’hut viey shoftly ufter her marriage
ah event occurred, the consequonccs of
which ook, for the time, the erown from her
husbund’ﬁ head®, and plunged him into a
qnugumaAy strife, which Jasted to the end oF
his miscrablo life. * It ¥as determined, by
whose advice 't is not very:clear, to attempt
a general massacre of the Danes in England ;
and this was carried into effect, a® far as it
was possible to slalighter & whole nation,
iu. the month of November, 1002. [t is
impossiblgio suppose that theowhoie of the
Danes yere put to death, and, indeed, we
know that such was not the case; but still
there cam be no doubt that a terrible
sldtighter took place, that multitudes of men,
women, and children, of all ages, were slain
in th® most barbarous manner, and that rore
blood flowed on that hortible 13th of N ovem-

ber, than cver yet was shed in any Chr#ian



144" JOHN JONES’S TALES,

land. Unheard-of cruelties, too, e are
dsblllbd were addcd, as if the baxons took
a pleasure in retaliating at once upon tlie
Danes all the atrocitics which they had cem-
mitted during the two preceding centuries. -
2 het Ltheldred was cognizant of .the deed
before it was committed, there can be. listle
or no doubt, althougl- some declare, that the
massacre took place in conscquence of a
sudden rising of the people, irritated by the
insolence of their northern guests ; and some
attributed it to the evil counsels of Ilm;a.,
one of the king’s espgeial favourites. .
One of the most distinguishea viptims.of
Etheldred’s eruclty and terror, was Gunilda,
sister of Swein, King of Denmark, who,
having marricd an amiable and accomplished
nobleman in FEngland, had made that
country for some years her home. It would
appear that in the first instance she was
H__):":é';ml‘ even by the furious populace; but
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the king commanded that no merey should,
be sho:"n, and, consequently, the children of
the Danish prineess were murdered before her
fa.c, and then she herself was deeapitated.
The rage and mdmn.mon of Swein km,\v
no hoinds; and the ?u_) act by which
Etheldred st#sve to seeure his crown was the
proximate cause of higlosing it. Equipping
an immense fleet, and storing it with all
manner of arms and provisions, Swein set
sgil for Englzmd,in the spring of 1003.
Before he landed, he contrived to corrupt
the Iiart ¢f Cornwallya Norman® nobleinan,
who sufered him to disembark his troops
without impediment; and then marching
thrnugl %he land, the King of Denmark
m\.nbc(’ .e\er) thm{, by the way, and in the
end, made a furious attack upon Exeter,
which place being taken with very little
resistance, the m]nbltunts were put to tha
sword, gnd the to“n rc'luccd to ,adlng,
VOL. I o
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Swein, however, now came for revenge, gud
not for pillage, and as soon as the- wintry
months approached, he again embarked, un'd
sct sail for Denmark. Etheldred hed sot
suffered this expedition to pass yithout,
thaking at Ieast an effort to repel4he inva-
sion; but cver weaﬁ, imprudeat, and unfor-
tunate, afraid to 1ace the Dants himself, and
surrounded by cowards and traitors, he gave
the command of the army which he de-
spatched against Swein to alfrie, Earl jof
Mereia, who had before betrayed him.  The
Saxon army marched to cneernter Jie
Danes; but Falfric, feigning sickness, suf-
fered it to disperse, and he himself retired,
leaving Swein to pursue his comts(:._ unmo-
lested.  Another traitor of a still deeper dye
was now rising up to complete the ruin of
the unfortunate king. A man of the fame
of Edric Streon, of low birth and bad cha-

ragdes, had canght ‘the attention and won the
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faﬁ'fm_r of .the unhappy prince. ITe raised
him ra.q’)idly to honours and dignities, be-
stowed his own sister upon him in marriage,
an”) on, the death of 1alfrie, which occurred
not long after the invasion of Swein, gave
him the«Marldom of Mdscia, and the cont:
mand of the, Linglish arty.

A short interval of t.anguaillity succeeded
the departure of the King of Denmark ; but
the people were terribly oppressedeby anew
tax, which Etheldrea had been compelled to
demand by the cvil habit of purchasing the
departure wf the Danes.  This 4ax, which
was colled Danegeld or Dane money,
amounted to twelve pence yearly for every
bide of land. This would seem a small sum
to"ve contributed by as much land as would
support a family ; but you must remember
that®the value of money was very different
in those days, and that twclve pence would
purchase_m®re than twelve shillings w~uid

buy now.
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Swein returned to England-in the year
.1004, and landed in ast Auglia, a district
still thickly peopled with Danes or their dé-
scendants ; but the duke of that provimge,
though of Danish origin, was one of the few
rubles who were really honest ane™ faithful
to the King of England. Nc:wich- and
Thetford were taken by the caemy ; but the
Duke of Fast Anglia raised an army in
haste, anc attempted to cut off the King of
Denmark from the sea. * A sanguinary battle
ensued, and it is clear tha, if the other nobles
of Jingland had hastened to the gupports ol
the Duke of East Auglia, the Danish arnty
would have been destroyed.  As it was, the
Saxons, though gréat]y inferior i ;gumbcr,
kept up the fight for many hours, and werc
not defeated till they had cflected a greal
slaughter of the enemy. '
_ During nearly ten years from this time
the. vavages of the Danes wert inc essant
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Attimes, a finine drove them away ; at times,
they ritired to sceure and cenjoy their plun-
(.lcr; but they constantly returned, pillaging
and desolating the country from end to end,
and finding confederates to give them intel-
ligence, so favour their smovements, anff™ o
frustrate every plan of opposition to their
progress, in the court, m the council, and in
the family of the unfortunate Itheldred.
Almost all his counsellors and ndbles scem
t¢ have betrayed him in turn; but at the
head of these traitors was his brother-in-law,
o son-in<aw, as some>call him, Edrie Streon,
who hud obtained » complete mastery over
the mind of the weak monarch, and used it
for thg nfost infamous purposes. Inthe end,
towards fhe year 1013, all the finest provinces
of England were completely overrun by the
enémy; and Etheldred, sceing nd hope of
protracting the strugg,,lc with admntagc gent,
his wifce afid children into ‘Tormanu) , ond

o2
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Jollowed tht,m bhortly aftelwmds, Icaunﬁr
Swein to pursue his course of conquebt to
the complete subjugation of the land
London opencd her gttes to the sictér,
towards the end of the same ycar; and
Stédin was proclai ncd King of $.ngland
witlout opposition.  You will %ot find him,
indeed, named ainongst the *kings of this
country in the books of historians, simply
beeause he did not live to be erowned,
having died suddenly a:t Gainsborough, in
1014, in what mnanner is not very well known.
e had lited long wnough, hosvever, ‘to
oppress the Saxons by a very severe tal,
which showed thew that some cffort was
neceessary to free themselves from th'e Panish
yoke. The death of Swein revived their
hopes ; and the Saxon nobles agreed to recal
Etheldred, and make a great effort for the
«expulsion of‘ the iﬁvudcrs. A depugation
wae therefore dirceted to invite the king to



“YSROLIT% JOUN JONESES. 151

reoirn, and’ after sending over his son tc
a.spcrtn?n the state of the kingdom, the weak
monarch sailed back to his native country,
anu found the largest army colleeted which
had been raisedin Fngland during his reign.
He promised the refosm of all abn@‘,
and tie removal of burdensome taxes; and
with joy and satisfaction tie Saxon forces
marched to assail the young King of Den-
mark, in the neighbourhood of  Gains-
barough.

Attacked unexpectedly, a great ramber of
thd¢ Danes were killed, and the® rest, with
C®uuteytheir young king, were foreed to put
to sea, carrying with them a number of
hostages,® which had been previously de-
livered })3' the Saxons as pledges of their
submission. These unfortunate men were
taken round the coast as far as Sandwich,
where the great but burl}grous monarch into

whose hands they had fallen, ordered their
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hands, noses, and ears to be cut’off, and then
set them on shore. Having perfonn‘ed this
cruel act, Canute sailed away for l)cnll:l{ll‘k,
for the erown of which countr;vé. struglle
was likely to ensue between himself gnd his
fo'ﬂ’nger brother.  His gl‘eat’powors':)f mind,
however, soon settled that dispute ; and the
tidings which réachéd him from England
soon recalled him to the shores of this
country. ' Forgetful of all his pr'omises,
Titheldred, as soon as he wag freed from the
presence of the Danes, overwhelmed his
people with excessivetaxetion, which might,
perhaps, have beenborne, though Iimputienti Y,
had not the erimes of Idric Strcon, in which
the king participated, roused univetsa) indig-
nation against him.

There were at that time two earls in Eng-
land of Danish extraction, named Morcar
snd Sugferth, bot]; holding large posses-
_siens, and both distinguished fof the fidelity
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with which thiey had served the crown in Limcs‘
of the greatest-Qifliculty and danger. The cs-
tates of these noblemen became an objeet of
de.ireto Xdrie and the king; and under pre-
tence of seekinfy their counsel, they were
inveigleibto Oxford, and there barbaroa®ly
murdered. 2 heir followers, after a vain at-
tempt to deferd or avenge their lords, were
driven into a church, and burnt with the
building in which they had takén refuge.
The actual l)m'peh:zxti<)11 of this crime is
generaily attributed to Kdiie Streon; but
the king uade himself a participator therein,
be scizing the estates of the two earls, and
confining the young and beautiful widow of
Sugf(’r}hoiu a monastery. Amongst those
who felt ihdignation at this act was the king’s
cldest son, Edmund, called Ironside; and,
visifing, apparently witi feclings of compas-
sion, the beantiful Algitha, the widow of the

v . 14 LI
murdered ¢arl, he becawe so captivated, that
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he freed her from her impris()umer}t,, and
married her without his father's consent, )
The news of these dissensions in l'ng,ianél
encouraged, as I have before told vm,'
Canute to return, and he landed at Sand-
wioit with a large ammy, abdut a year after
he had sailed away. The forees of England,
however, were suflicient at tais time once
more to have expelled him, had there not
been treachery in the host. But Ldric
was ever the evil genius of Itheldred ; and
there seems to e no doubt that he never
ceased his dreacherous intercoursg with the
Danes. At the head of the forees gf Mo.-
cia, he conmanded an army not inferior to
that of Prince Fdmund, which jni:xé:d him
shortly after the arrival of Canute; but
Edmund soon discovered the practices of
the' traitor, whose design secms to have
l)um to seize the prmce and deliver hun to
he Dyuish king. Unable to j)umbh “the
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villain. as !lh’dc\scrvcd, Edmund was ob]iged.
in self2defency to separate his forees fium
those of Kdrie, who short.ly‘ after threw ofl’
the mask, and openly joined Caunute, bring-
ing over fortyeships to the party of the
Danes. . Fdmund still struggled with goe-
stant heroism; but the cowardiee of his
father defeated all his cefforts.  Now Fthel-
dred” feigned himsclf sick, to avoid taking
an active part in the war; now s;ﬂ'cctod to
donbt the fidelity of his Saxon subjects,
and retired from the army as soon as he
Lad joined it.  Abandonced by their king,
the Saxor forces coutd not be*kept toge-
tleer, angl after various ineflectnal efforts to
keep the field, Edmund fled to his hrother-
in-law, tde Karl of Northwmberland, in
oftler (o kevy an arny in the north. Canute,
however, who was by this time master of a
gread part of the southern and eastern pro-
vinees of ngland, pursued his gallant ad-
veaary witQout delay, and entered North-
umberla®d with an inmense army befor.
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sufficient preparations could ve made for
ro»'stancc. The Earl of Northuinberland
was 101 ced to submit, and dmund to make
his escape across the country to London.
On his arrival, he found his weak favier at
the point of (]cath, and a few dgys after-

vards, Iitheldred expired ]cavmg a kingdom
overrun with onumcs, an cxhausted trea-
sury, and a nation in which all hopc and
confidence were lost.

EDMUND IRONSIDE.

EpMunp was immediately crowned,in Len-
don by the Archbishop of Canterbury: but a
number of the English nobles, and’ a large
body of the clergy, adhered to Canate, whése
proclamation as King of England was per-
formed at Southampton. Canute,however, had
now avery different opponent from Ftheldred.*
“Che courage and. vigour of Edmuwd e
<avcll-known ; ; and his first LﬂOl‘t was to raise
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the \"Lolv sorees of T kmgdom in order
to, drive out the Dane._ )Xhm: he was
thus employed, at some dlstam% from the
capitad, Canute marched his m'\.lny to Lon-
don, and laid®sicge to that place. The
citizgns, however, defended their walls wigii-
fully, giving fanc for Edmund to arrive on
the g pposite vank of the Thames, whenee
he threw abundant supplies into the city by
water.  Canute then endeavoured to draw
hig adversary away from the town, in which
he was suceessful; but the moment that
Efiind'» forees hae retired, the Danish
k#ng rqqurned and ,assailed London once
more.  Again frustrated, he withdrew, and
marchgd®w give his adversary battle; nor
was Edfhund unwilling to risk a gene-
ral cngagement. The two armics met at
sonie distance from London, and®a bloddy
batile ensued, which lastcd we are assure-l,
for two Jdfys. Both Saxons and Oancs
VOL. I. P
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fought with the greatest courdyo ; out. ‘tne
scas: had very nearly been :urned ; in favour
of the latter by a stratagem of Edric, cal;
culated to throw doubt and constevhakion
amongst Kidmund’s troops. * Striking off the
hichd of a wrisone. who gicatly 1osembled
F.dmund, he caused it to be rarvied-on a
pole to the front of the Saxen lines, ~alling
out to the soldiers that their king was killed.
This deceit at first had some effect ; but
Edmund, displaying himself to the troops
with his head uneovered, put an end to the
panie, and: the battlc was renewed with ay
much fury as hefore.

Tn the end, the King of Denmark was obliged
to withdraw his troops, which was cffected
during the night.  The victory undoubtedly
remained with Edmund, but it was by no
means decisive ; and Cauute, marching tipon
London withhis stren gthlittle unpan'ed again
laid sigge to that cnty, for the third iime ‘duri ing
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that year. . “The year 1016, we are told, saw
three s.f’cgcs of* the capital, and five pitekid
¥attles; but the determined valour of the
Londopers preserved the city, and the on-
gagements in the ficld appear to have had
no resuls upon the caw Raign. On the ¢ve
of a'sixth battle, Fdmund is said to have
chulleng.d C::mlte to single combat; but the
acconints of this affair are very doubtful
and it is only known that the nobles on hoth
parts interfering to bhut a stop to 2 struggle
whkich scemed interininable by means of
arms, a treaty was entered mto, by which
the¢ kingdem was divided between the two
risals, Fydmund obtaining the whole country
south of the Thames, together with London,
and a_pert of Essex, while the whole
n8rthern epart of the vountry fell to the
share of Canute. Treachery, however, was
stillaat work ; and a few months after ghe
partition of the kingdom, Kdmund was
:aadeied gt Oxford. ~Therceare variows
accounts®of the manngr of his death, but it
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scems generally admitted that it .:as brought
‘afso e by tlie treachery o1 Ed.ic Stréon.

CANUTE. ~

CANUTE imme diately possessed lnmscd of
the territories of the acceascil nun.mh,
and the two sons of Edmund falling' o
his hands, he sent them to Sweden, with a
hint to the king of that country not to let
them trouble him any more. = It is probable
that he was afraid to put them to death in
Fngland 1cst he shoxld excite the abhar-
rence of the Saxons. But although his me -
sage to the King of Sweden was not to be
misunderstood, that monarch, tourhed with
the youth and innocence of the twe prinecs,
spared their lives, and sent them  for
cducation to the court of Hungary. 1lere
the cldest boy, Iidwin, died ecarly ; but the
second, Edward, narried the sister: of ¢he
Queentof Hungary, by whom f:clmd one
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son ahd vWo dm 1;:])&1‘: The children nf

dmund how@ -er, were not the anly 'hm—
1)«l|tms whom  Canute lm(l to it'u;l, for
Fracldred the Lflll‘czlniy had left two sons by
Fama, PrinecSs of Normandy, Alfred and
l‘l(‘.\gﬂ)‘(f; besidcs two ofhers by other 1ho-
thers, of witm we hear litle in hiscory.
2 ug o however, had wisely rewreated iuto
Notmandy with her children, and, under the
protection of her powerful relatidns in that
gpuntry, was out of’ the reach of the Danish
prince.

Cruntes first steps., after mL‘mg posses-
#on ofgthe southerny, portion of the kingdom,
were all direeted to secure the power he had
attaingd® In order to give some show of
. . o 4. .
justice to his usurpation, he declared that
the treaty of peace entered into between
hitiself and Edmund conluincd u stiffula-
tion for his succession, on th(, death of that

prinee, Jo ®the cxduswn of th(. Saxon iine
p2
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Edmund’s full brother, EdWy, u’-cau'scd'

be\\‘ vst bcmlshcd, and subs cqucndy mur-
dered. Another Edwy, who was not legl-:
timate, secms to have been trca‘edom«)r(,
favourably. To reward those who had as-
sisted to raisc him drb the throne, and ¥ho
still ‘possesscd great power in'theilanit, he
created Turkhil, 4 nobleman of I)am\sh\r;\m
Duke of East Anglia; Lric, another puwerful
leader, Duke of Northumberland; and con-
firmed Edric Streon in ‘all lis possessiors.
11e then labourdd diligently to put an end to
all feuds between the Saxons and the Dandy,
and punished with just severity, but basc in
gratitude, many of the Saxon noblemcn who
had betrayed the cause of their 'lm;e mo-
narch. Amongst the rest, the traifor Edric
did not ultimately escape. I. would appea:
thaf; for some time, Canute only waited*for
. pretence, which was soon afforded him by
a man’,who tflought himsclf abolve danger.'
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Ore .day, ] theeking’s council, Edric ven-
- red :ﬂ"upbraul him for not rewmdmp‘:&ils
oTnpmhmt services as they dcsu‘\cd dnd in
u-(.nplmlmmg them, he did not fail to men-
tion the murdd® of Edmund. Canute im-
mcd}ntcfy ordertd him w be scized, declar-
ing iat 7 e now_ad *avowed the mueder
R feason which hdd enly before been
suspuutvd he merited instant death. Nei-
ther trial nor reply was permitted ; but the
ughanpy wreteh wal beheaded at onee, and
th hody thrown into the T hmncs. Turk-
h# and I'ge were alsoshortly after banished,
o dep ved of their possessions, so that
Canute found himself possessed of the sole
zuuhoriiyin Eng and, with the exception of

.t smdll portion which remained in the
hands of the Dritish princes. Ilis security
w-8 farther inc.cased by his martiage with

nma, the wrlow of ‘Ltheldred who was
tunpted b ambition to forget the vrongs
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which her first husband.had s'bh"f"ereﬂ, and
shise the throne of his pow redul rivaft Her
sons, however, still remained in Normandy
under the protection of their uncle, mormhr-
ing loudly at the marriage settlement of their
mother, by which athe succession to_the
throne of England was sccured.£o] \ny'chil-
dren she might have Dy Canute.  Thoiug
lish, however, were pleased with their lot,
for now, after so many ycars of suﬂ‘criné and
warfare, they enjoyed a period of peace and
prosperity, with:ho dangerous encinies yearly
ravaging the coasts, ¢r carrying bloodsh®d
and devastation into the heart of the king-
dom.

Finding the people of the countrg content
with his dominion, and pérfcct peace reign-
ing between his Danish and Saxon subjects,
Canute ventured, in 1019, to visit Denm?rk,

, Where a war had broken out between the
Danes“and Swedes. He took” with him.
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however, Y Wrge number of the most power-
ful Sagbin nolAsmen, together with a consi-
erable body of English tr(;()ps. Amongst
the former, was the famous Karl Godwin,
who, it would s8¢m, was in command of the
‘)ng!ish.'muxi]i:rrics, angl he soon had an
oppoituntty ,of displaying his valour. and
49l in war, s well us Lis attachment to
Canate.  The armies of Denmark and
Sweden, after the arrival of Cmiute, ad-
vygneed rapidly. to fucet cach other; and a
battle was immediately cxjected; but the
Lmglish fgyees being posted apart from the
Banes gn the immediate vicinity of the
cnemy’s camp, Godwin took advantage of
the dgrimess of the night to assail the
Swedes, *and uttérly rodted their whole
army without any assistance from the Dancs.
When Canute rose, he found that he *had
gained a great victory wWith little or no loss;
and overfi®wing with m'.a:titude,' he bestowed



166 JPHN JONES'S TALES,

upon Godwin the Earldom of -Sent,. and

ever after “treated him wigh the ' fteatest

favour. He made more than one expedi';"-'
tion to the north aftérwards, and obfaitied

possession of the kingdom of’ Norway, by the

flight and depositio’r of Oliius, sovereign of

that..country, who had lost the ;abgction of

his subjects by ‘restreining dheir \pimM
expeditions in accordance with his promise

to Ktheldred. In a subsequent attempt to

reeover his erown, Oliiu$ was-taken and pyt

to death by the Norwegians; after which, for

many years, the title of Canute wgs not dis-

puted.

In the government of England, Canut(,
showed great wnsdom, justice, and m,odcm-
tion, and the latter part Jf his lifé brought
to light many high qualities which had not
beea perceived in his younger days. The
ficrce and savage conqueror, the imperious
and ficry monarch became miid, gentle,.
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deyout, and® pious. He devoted himself to‘
promo®: peace and goodwill, and to admi-
fister cquitable justice to his people, and
altiough not only the flattery of his cour-
tiers, but the ®reverence of neighbouring
prin::cs,:might"well swell his pride and
pamper Hs yanity, his acts and words were
bumble ; and on anecdote is related of him,
which, whether true or falsc, is remarkable,
for no one would have ventured®to invent
ity if it had net beén in some degree con-
sistent with the character of the man. e
was at thig time in possession ofdthree great
kangdorgs, the possession or retention of
which be owed, in a great measure, to his
own coumage and conduct, and the adulation
of his courtiers knew no bounds. They
even ventured to insult his understanding,
by ®leclaring that nothing in natare céuld
resist bis commands. Shortly after, we are
told Canuwe ordered his chafr to be sct
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beyond high-water mark.cn thé&;eagh ngar
Southampton when the tide was flowfhg, and
ordered the sea to approach no farthe}.
The sca treated this order, as may he $up-
posed, by wetting the monlarch’s feet, and
driving himself anda the flatferers kack from
thesshore. Canute, however, did %ot Tail to
give point to thevlesson, by raying, « Learn
by this the emptiness of all human power, and
that the word of God is alone all powérful.”
From that moment, he 1s said never to haye
worn his crown, ordering it to be placed upon
the great orucifix at Winchester.

This king has been called Capute the
Great; but it is probable that his conduct
has been 1ep1esented in the most ﬁvpumb]e
light, for his historians were monks br priests,
and we find that Canute was one of the most
detuted children of the Church of Rome,that
he built churches aiid monasteries, endowed
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mahy ﬁe]xg’lous.in-stltutlons, and conferred,
the greatest beneﬁts upon the clergy.
szutc died at the end of the year 1083,
leagfmg three sons, each of an age to ascend
the throne. The eldest named Swein, was
not Jegltfma’re, ‘but he Bbtamed possession
of N'orwa.y »* The second Harold, cflled
Hezgfoot, fronf his swﬂ’tncss, was the son of
Caute’s first wife, and was in England at
the time of his father’s death. The third,
by Emma of N‘{)rmo}xdy, was named Hardi-
canute, and happened, when the throne be-
calne vacant, to be in Denmark. ‘The crown
of? Engl.nd; as I have told you, had been
promised on Canute’s marriage with Emma
to anyssén she might have by him; but as
Harold Harefoot was in England when his
father died, he seized the crown and Canute’s
treasures. The Danes naturally adhored
to the Danish prince ; l‘mt the whole coun-
VOL. I Q
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try, south _of Thames, belrg crdwdéd: with
the Saxons, prepared to assert the cause of
the boy who had been born nmongst thcm

Harold was proclaimed in the north Hardi-
canute in the south, and the kingdom was
threatened with a etvil war. It wéuld scem,
however, that some agreement wa’ mftde, to
the effeet that the kingdom”should rev:ain
divided ; and the Quecn Emma remained at
Winchester to govern Hardicanute’s portion
till his return, having the fatous Earl Ged-
win for ber general.

Some very dark transactions ensued, which
are little worth the trouble of inquiring iido
minutely.  Harold, it seems, found some
means to gain the famous Earl Godwin to
his interests, and laboured with him to make
himself master of the southern portion of the
island also; while Hardicanute rematned,
quietly in Denmark, neglecting his Ln[.,hsh
domithons. The conduct of Queen Emma
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in phege crvefimstonces is not very clear ; but
certainit is that she invited her tivo sons by

¥heldred to come over from Normand 7, and

join her in England.  Some have supposed
that she intended to place one of them upon
the }hru"m. Hdwever that may be, the two
priuces, Afgel and Ldward, joyfully retwrned
to their native countfy, and remained for
some time with I\mma, at the court at Win-
chester ; but Harold, informed, we are as-
syred, of the queen’s intrigues by Ilarl God-
win, and following the advice of that noble-
run, invitgd them to his court for the pur-
Pse ofgputting them to- death,  Thinking
to frustrate any evil designs, Emma would
only syfier one of her sons to go; and Alfred
set out, ccompanicd by about six hundred
persons.  He was interecpted, however, by
EaH Godwin, the greater part of his atwend-
ants slain, after being t"(:tturcd in the most

eruel mgnfler; and the young prinee hifn-
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sclf, after having his eyes put out Wq.s,cq;.i.
fined in a monastery at Ely;."w‘herc Mo ‘died
Emma and her son Kdward fled preeipitatety -
on hearing of Alfred’s crucl treatinet, %he
former taking refuge in Flunders, and the
latter returning to Normandy. Such is the
account generally given ;3 but Iapust tci]nyou
that many doubtseare entertaived by learned
men in regard to every part of this story. If
Harold really committed this cruel act, he
did not long enjoy the fraits of his crime, for
he obtained possession of the whole king-
dom in 1037, and dieg without children in
April, 1039, ‘

The throne was open now to the ambition

.

of any one of the numcrous persons still
living, who had more or less claims to suéd-
ceed. lHardicanute, however, was favoured
by wurious circumstances.  He was at this
time at ilruges consulting with his mother as

to the possibility of recovering the t‘l‘uionc of
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Wessex, «fd we are assured the Count of
Fland®s had “promised him the assistance
o powerful armament to aid his Danish
troops, and his partizans in England.  The
Engligh were Yriendly to him as a prince
borp m:& cducited onetheir own soil; and
the Dands of Engiand”saw in him ome of
they own rac: both Wy the father's and the
mother’s side.  All, therefore, agreed to call
Lim to the throne, and messeitgers were
sent to Flafders to notify to him the choice
of the people.

Hardicgnute at owvee set said with forty
thips, gvhich had accompanied him from
Denmark, and was received by the English
and Dimics with enthusiastic acclamations.
Tris crutlty and oppression, however, soon
made him odious, and his excesses con-
tefaptible.  The first indication® whish he
gave of his temper, was an order to disinter
the cogps® of his bmthcr, Harold, to cflop

Q2
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off the hedd, and throw the bot‘ly'int'v) the
Trhames. ‘I'he ncxt was tie lmposﬁ'[on of
an exo: bitant tax to pay his Dumsh troopﬁ.
and fleet. The people of Worcester l'c.sw.stcd;
but an order was immediately issued by the
tyrant for Godwin, ,Siward, “and lx;ot'l‘ig to
marck against that city, burs, iU to the
ground, and putethl inhabitants to the
sword.  The town was accordingly burnt,
after four duys’ pillage; but the greater 1:‘*{1'&,'
of the inhabitants escaped to asl iSland in thy
Scvern, where tliey remained till ‘the king's
anger was appeased.  In only two instances
recorded, is there any sign of Hardjcanute
having shown a more placable disposition;
and in one instance, if not in the wt']wr, a
different passion was brought into ‘play, to
counteract the violence of his temper. God-
win, 43arl of Kent, had betrayed his caute,
~and was generally supposed to have slain

his® brother  Alfred; but, nevertheless, we
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ﬁ;ml titt ‘i.l’tbis .reign ne was trasted and
treated®with geas dmmctlon. There can be
W doubt, however, that his pardon wais ob-
tained b} finmense bribes and presents, one
bf his offerings® to the king having been a
bem}tiﬁ:]'gnllcfpuintcd and gilt, und manned
with four $cape Saxon youths, cach of whom,
besiges @ quamtity of 8ther omaments, and
splendid weapons, wore upon cach arm a
Loelet of pure gold weighith  sixteen
ogmees.  Fark Godwin was merely required
to swear thit he had no shaie in the murder
o Princeg Alfred, which Hardicanute was
Rind cgough to believe: The conduet of
this monarch towards his hall Drother,
F.dwagdgseems to have been more generous.
This witfortunate prince visited Fangland,
the crown of which country rightfully be-
loftged to him, not long after Hardicamte’s
accession, and was rectived with the utmost

(X ]
kindnegs, %hich never varied during the fest
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of his bréther’s life. That lifes"hogrever,
was very short, for gluttony'ana drunl?énness
were tvo of the Dane’s daily habits, and 7%
Cied suddenly ata weddmg feast, in the third’
year of his rcign, not witholt suspicjon of,
poison.

As Hardicanute left no ‘childmn fo dispute
the crown with tite line of Sexon princes,
the nobility of the realm had to choose be-
tween two lidwards, the first, surnamed #x
Fxile, the son of Edmuhd h'oﬂsi(fc, whosg
title was, perhayfs, the best, and Edward, the
son of Etheldred the Unready, and-XXmma 8f
Normandy. FEdward the Exild, hnwevet,
was residing in Hungary, and had taken no
part whatsoever in the affairs of England for
s0 long a time, that he was nearly forgotten
by the people of the country. The other
Edwerd, indeed, possessed none of the
qualities of a great'king. He was weak,
timd, and priest-ridden, somewhat cgm;'ctolls,
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and mot*«lry iyst. ITis'first impulse on
l.leatri'nﬁ of the 9icvati01{oﬂbrcd him was to
.: ﬂ'f to Normumiy; but lmcxl.)ectcd praposals
froh %ne in whom hw greatest power in
{ingland had 18ng centred, induced him to
l‘(‘m.:lill,h sGodwin, Earif Kent, was one of
the most Faygurkabie mén of his day. Brave,
bold, eloquenty skilful,®acive, he had many
of those qualitics which distinguish the
sveatest of the Suxon princes. 1t is true, that
g was artfifl, unsepupnlous, eruel, and that
on one oecasion, he had shown h'n:nsvll' trea-
cherons algo ; but inan age of traitors it was
mre to Jind a man who iad only betrayed
his trust once in life. He was the most
wcultfllef the English' nobles, and by his
fervices*to the erown during the reigns of
Canute and Harold Harefoot, he had ob-
tafhed the Earldoms of Sussex and Swrrey,
we ure told, as well as the Dukedom of Wes-
sex, and Mstly, the office of Bigh tacasufer.
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This powerful noble thcn.mzree& to cpouse
the cause of Edward, upon - co‘ndmox{ of his
marrying his daughter Editha. In 1%
young lady was unifed the blood éf Yhe
Saxons and the Danes, and $he was, more;
over, learned, beautiful, virtuous, and gentle.
She reems to have obtained #e Yove, and
not only the iovey buit the esteem of all who
knew her, so that her amiable virtues, con-
trasted with the worst qualities of her fatheey
gave rise to a Lutin proverb, which has begn
translated, “ As“the thorn gives birth to the
rose, so did Godwin give birth to Kdith.,” ©
Edward willingly eonsented to thy term$
imposed ; and as soon as his consent was
obtained, Godwin called a general asgg:mbly
of the nation, in which his eloquence andl
skill so far prevailed, that Ldward was
electtd with perfect unanimity. Some lis-
torians say, that no Danes were admitted to
this ass.cmbly', and that vigorous*and cruel
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casfresawere fiken for dmmg the grea.ter
!:m oFthem’foff the land, and putting the
est to death Such a tthg, however, was
nnpossnble The Danes possessed one half
*of Llu.,land, Were nearly, if not quite, as
numcrous as the Sakens; and the very
attempt To destrof or drive them fowh by
violgnt meanswould flave pl.'oduccd a civil
war, which we should have heard much more
e history. The Saxons, it is*true, were
gow the ptedomifant party. The Danes
were withbut any eminen. luudcr, some
Mutrages grerc commatted upon them by the
peopleg and insults were offercd to them
which tlu-y dared not revenge, and were not
mdn.e() to endure. Ma.ny, under thesc cir-
cumstarfces, quitted the land; and the re-
sumption of all grants from the erown, made
b’ the Danish kings, drove othersYorth,
impoverished, to sceR wealth in distant
countries.® Those who';emaixfed, submitted;
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xmd it is "one of the most,;‘unous flots.is.
}mtory, that from that timé* w¢ hear o more
mention of the Danes jo hnglnml und ‘tT ¢
two nations of Saxons and D.mes soem to
have been completely mixed tovether. ang
all distinction forgotten.

Aglong as it was .poss\hl , dter his coro-
nation, Edward defe¥red his emarriage with
Editha ; but Godwin was too powerful to be
trifled with, and the espousals at last il
place. It proved childiess, however ; angl
the marrigge was by no mewns a’happy one.

The whole of Edward's reign ghows nk-
thing but vacillation smd inmnsist‘vne_\'. He
ill-treated his wife; he pillaged his mother;
he was, during the greater part of His:.('xist-
ence, the slave of Earl Gedwin, dnd onl;'
made o faint resistance to the power of that
nobl®man; when supported by the Earl of
Northumberland, or’ the Earl of Mercia. )
His cotrt wan erowded with Nbrmpans, to
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Aombhe shnwvd the greatest favour, in con-
fukmt’nn of e beaefits which he hud
rt‘vewod from them dwring hn exile; ‘and a
monke of Normandy, named Robert, was
-uml(' ofirst Bishop of London, and then
sllbp of & nntorhm y. This raised the
ﬂnnq of Aie Saxon nobles to the highest
tegaee; and, #it would afpear, hurried on
Godwin o acts which brought him to the
e % of ruip. Fustace, Count of Boulogne,
wio had mmried Goda, Edward’s sister,
rame over Yo Fagland, to vigit hig brother-
Mlaw “w thie year 1050 ; buty as he was
feturn’'y 1 iis owp chuntry, a quarrel took
place ~v 1 er between his attendants and
the te~fspeop’s, in waich nineteen of the
one, anll iwenty of the other, were slain.
Fustace made his escape with difficulty ; and,
seking Edward's court, made to that Jince
a party representation ¢ of what had oorurrpd
Edward Hlieved him 1mpllcnly, end, én
VOL. 1. R ‘
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raged at the insult offered to Hig'negr. op]
nexlon, he ordered Godwm»t"’march agam]g
the tawn, and “inflict, a severe pumshm&mt
upon its population. ‘éodwm refused afleg-
ing, truly, that people siould be heard
before they are copdemned’; and pomtmg
out that, as Earl of Kent, he vas'obliged to
defend, rather tkan" persecu‘e, the men of
that county. The king was very much
enraged  this reply, and expressed himsaff
with great heat ; but Gédwin p¥id no attep-
tion to the ménarch’s wrath, and marched
his troops.lnto Herefordshire, ip order 4o
protect that county from the ravageg of the
Welsh. Edward's anger was now at its
height ; the Normax'xs, to whom Godv{m was
a declared enemy, fanning#the spark into%h
flame. He instantly sent for Leofric and
Siws#id, and endeavoured to persuade tiem
and others of the*nobles to assist him
stlenuously With ali their forcen in chas-
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 ping Yhe’ disgbedient earl. Théd attitude
adsumel by Glodwin, however, on hearing of
thdse transactions, yas so menacirg, his
pov’ver.‘so' great, and so strong his hold upon
the affgctions of the people, that the English
nobility wisey dissuadesl the king from any
violent meagures; and a hollow sovt of
recopciliation avas effeéted between Edward
and his too powerful subject. Means, how-
rax, were devised to entrap the carl. A
ggeat countil was summoned to meet at
London, inSeptember ; and Godw.iu and his
sens were,summoned to appear. before the
assembly. But the earl and his children
dempended hostages for their personal safety,
which;being refused, they neglected to come ;
2nd the scouncil *proceeded to try and con-
demn them in their absence. Swein, the
ea?l’s eldest son, who had commiited "nany
acts of violence, was outlawed with some sort
of justice ;and Godwin and his'other ¢hildten
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were commanded instantly to 'asursendef
themselves, or to quit the- kMgdom”mthu'
five days. GodWin did not choose, howevu',
to trust himself in the/hands of his%némibs ;
and as Edward had seduced or bribed
several of his supporiers, so tkat his ‘powell
was somewhat weakéneds he abg,di‘lonéd.the
kingdom, and pgss&l over into Flanders
with three of his sons, Swein, Gurth,.and
Tosti. Harold and Leofwin took refugeIn
Ireland. Not contentedswith these procee(.l-
ings, for which there was some plea, Edward
showed tl.la,t there was a rancorous spirit
busy in his heart, by persecutmg hls innog
cent wife, Editha, on account of her relatlon-
ship to Godwin. He drove her from his
court, and shut her up in a nunnary. AM
the estates of Godwin and his sons were
confiecated, all their offices taken from them,
and conferred upone others ; but the ruin
which the king soughit to inflict, was averted
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f}'om Gougin and his fa,mily pertly, at lea.st,
.5y Edyard’ s’o'vn acts. A number of the
,oihces which had l\een held by Godwin's
sons were bestowed Yipon the Normans, to
*the exclusion %f the Anglo-Saxon nobility,
and the eay“of the hanished earl rapidly
gamed gronnd m Engla.nd during his
absence.

In the meantime, the court of England was
enlivened by the arrival of William, Duke
qf Normantty;whose predecessors had shown
much kindness to Edward Guring the period
of his egile. What, passed batween them
4s little known ; but we are assured by one
who was at the court at the time, that nothing
was gp,id in regard to the succession of the
crown. ¢ After being splendidly entertained
for some time, William returned to Nor-
nfandy ; but his presence in Englar, and
the favour with which “he was received, did
not serve®o regain for ¥dwatd theaffection
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of the Saxons. Justly or urﬁuqtiy‘? the"i
thought fit 1o suppose that Qﬁwm AS su

fering in their Behalf, and the earl did )
fail to take a.dv:mtag{ of this difpobitfon.
Befriended by the Earl of E‘.a.nders, \vhose.
daughter was marrieg to the eea{’s son, TOStl,
Godwin collected a fleet and argny and pre-
pa,red to return fo *his natiye country in
hostile guise. Harold also brought a num-
ber of ships from Ireland, and prepared_to
unite with his father in » desgens upon th:;
English coast. But Edward was not behind-
hand in pfeparﬁtion; for, knowing :vel] Gode
win's energetic dispositi?n, he had p:‘epa.red
n superior fleet to check any attempt he might
make, and placed it under the cqnimand
of two Norman noblemen, named Randulplf
or Ralph, and Odda. Godwin now prac-
ised @ stratagem, which proved eminently
successful. As soonvas he found that the
ting’s fleet wAs at Sea, he affected “to fly
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frqm at, tnd to abandon his expedition. It
'45 pr(ﬁable tha}; he knew that.great disaffec” -
tien existed in the Englisl’ fleet, and that it
mlist Spéedily retire to recruit. Such at all
events, proveds to be the case; and as soon
as the ‘egrl ¥l intinigtion that the king's
ships ha.dfre,enter*d the Thames, and that
the greater payt of the cregrs were disI;érsed,
he ;)ut to sea again,followed the enemy up the
same river, and approached London, where
Edward lay .with, his army. The king
showed more determination on thls occasion
than he usually displayed. He was anxious
0 put Elmself at the head of his troops, and
to risk all upon a general battle ; but the
Sa,xoii wobles in the king’s council took no
tnterestin Edward’s cause. They interposed
to spare the effusion of blood, and recom-
mended that a negotiation should be ewtered
into for the purpose¢of terminating the
quarrel. ddward, insfigated by the Nor- '
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_mans, showed little inclination $o4o Humhlg
‘himself before a sixbject h‘u‘i} God#m, at
artful as he was ‘bold, §moothed the way Ey
sending submissive méssages, and assur({ng
the king that he only venturéd to appear in
arms, in order to jugtify his ctRdyat w1thoul
runnipg that personal risk fr;hh enemles
which he had reasonYo apprekend. A nego-

tiation ensued, which ended in a peace,
entirely torthe advantage of Godwin, 3ho.
supportel by the Saxons tkrdtighout the
realm, may be said to have dictated the terms.
The earl and his song were to bg receives
into favour again, to recover all their estates;
posts, and offices. Editha was to be recalled
to her husband’s court; and the ondy $stipu-
lation at all favourable to Edward was, that
one of the sons and one of the grandsons of
Godwin were to be given as hostages for the
earl’s good behaviotir. But Godwin took
cart to add a condition, which he lew would
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j':tuse s nvpbp:ﬂat.ity higher thanever. He
YemaMed, add, received a promise, that all
th¥ Norman ft;,vourit;'es; besides being strip-
“ped qf the places they had obtained, should
e banished frem the kingdom. The general
council ¢f H¢ nation willingly ratified this
tre;.tg', a.ﬂ’(‘l"solemnly “pronounced Gr‘pdwin
and his sonseinnocent of the crimes with
which they had been charged. Thushe who
bnt, a few months before had been driven
fgrth into eile, care back triumphwyt; with-
out striking a blow.
o It is to be remarked, however, that Swein,
dhe ea.rl.’s eldest son, was already dead, other-
wise the great council could not well have
pronguxced the children of Godwin guilt-
less, as diis crimes were but too susceptible
of proof.

All the Normans in England figd with the
utmost precipitation upon the conclusion of
this treaty, and amongst the rest, Rolert,
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Archbishop of Canterbury, who t¢ok fefugé'g
‘at Jumieges, one who had l&‘gb’ured Hard td
raise up dissensions between the kmg a.'ﬁd.
his Saxon subjects. i
Godwin was by this time far advanged in*
life, and he did not Jong sur’ #he rego-
very Qf his great power He died suddenly,
as he was sitting at ‘dinner with the king;
and all sorts of improbable stories were
circulated *as to the manner of his dgath,
which peSbably occurred #om ifattral causeg.
He was succeedtd in his estates, honours,
and offices by ‘Ha.rold,.-now his gldest sor,
a man undoubtedly of very great Abilitys
in some respects, mdeed superior to his
father, but perha,ps less clrcumspecl and
artful. With Godwin's power he inherited
his ambition; but he was more gentle in
mann€r, more pure and unspotted in coh-
duct, without being 18ss firm, energetic, and
active. «His object was now the drown, and
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96 lapoﬁréd' to obtain it, as the shecessor of
Edwsﬁ, by g%éy.tle and pacific Tather than by
viblent means  He treated the king himself
with the greatest deferénce and respect; but at
sthe same time %he showed that he possessed
the military #pirit of hisrace in an expedition
ag;,ir;st tife Welsh, who had made an irrup-
tion into Hesefordshire, excited by Alfgar,
son of the famous Leofric, Duke of Mercia.
Hargld had married Alfgar’s sister; but no
great cordility ext tedbetween thé%sothers-
in-law; and, of a restless, turbulet.xt disposi-
son, Alfgar plotted ,with the Welsh, was
detecbegl, and con\demned to banishment.
He took refuge at the court of Griffith, the
Welsil prince, and soon incited him to in-
Yade England. They were, in the first in-
stance, opposed by the Earl of Hereford,
whom they totally defeated ; but Marold,
raising troops in his owh governmenfs, avith-
out waiting, it appears, Tor the commands of
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the king, éncountered the myaaers ws wey
were marchinig on in triumph; putv theé
forces (to the rout, and drove them b@.ck
into Wales. . He then, with the most'gene-
rous and kindly spmt interceded for,Alfgar;
nor ever ceased tll‘l he had ‘Witdined  his
parday, and the restoraflon of his estates
and honours. Hig populanty %nd his pawer
still increased; and the death of Siward, Earl
of Northufberland, afforded an _opportenity
of stilFfarther aggmnduzlg fis' family, by
obtaining.the govemment of that important
district for his brotherTosti, withywhom He
was then on terms of great affectioy East
Anglia he obtained for himself; and the suc-
cession to Mercia, upon the death of"Laofnc,
for Alfgar, that nobleman’s son, Yotwith-
standing the strong disinclination of the
king. “ His liberality, his courtesy, his high
and noble bearlng, ‘Tus talents, both as a
politicign and a warrior, gainéd bim +he
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iover g’nd the wspéct of all the Saxon race;
,&nd ﬂ‘vard sp@ him not oply daily increas-
mé in power—to whlch result he himgelf un-
mlllngly contributed—but winning more and
tnore the affections of all men, by means
which he\;vulﬁ neither Zensure nor prevent.

The king’§ hatréd to the race of Ggdwin
howgver, was %ot extinet. * He saw Harold’
ambition, and perceived clearly that the
peogle - were prepared to choose him fo:
their king Sn'the throne becomm\acant
He wavered for some time in regard to hi:
&wn condycet, occasionally seeming disposer
fo nomjnate Williegn of Normandy as hi
successor; at other times inclining to reca
Edwatd'the Exile, son of Edmund Ironside
tn order*to place him upon the throne. Hi
sole object seems to have been to exclud:
Hhrold; and as the tlt.le of Edwnd th
Exile was even better tha.n hls own, as h
was a.n.Exfghsh prince of the blocd royal
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sborn upoh; the soil, he trustéd” thit- the
Saxons would unite in obeging .}'ajﬁz,' End”'
willingly accept the prince as his sucgesg‘br.
This expectation at léngth decided his con-
duct; and he despatched °messengprs td
the court of Hungarf, to calf” ward back
to hignative shores.‘ THat pince joyfully
acceded, and retusned to England in 1057,
from which he had been forty years an
exile, bringing with him his son, knogn in
history*as Edgar Atheling. *The unforty-
nate Edward, Ihowever, died within a month
after his arrival ; and his son, styl a youth,
and with few traces of, activity or, geniug,
proved no obstacle in the way of Harold.
One of the most extraordinary incidetitg in the
life of this great and unfortunate man fol®
lowed shortly after; and I must tell you fairly
that e whole transaction is so dark and mys-
terious, that t.he moﬁves of the pa.rtifs have
neYer bden discovered, northeir chdyet fully
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prla'!ned. Harold on a sudden resolved to
visit zﬁd conﬁar with Wllham' Duke of Nor-
mandy It is ha,rdly possnble to suppose
that & mén, possessed of so many sources
of information,as ignorant that Edward had
some mcﬁnatwn to pl&ce the Duke of Nor-
mandy o’ tlte throne of England ; nor can
it be conceived that*Wilkiam did not per-
ceive Harold’s ambitious pretensions to the
crowp. . The motive assigned for the Saxon's
vjsit to the *Nbrma..—namely, to Jixgin the
release of his brother and Dis nephew, who
Wed been given to Kdward as hostages for
Godwitgs good behaviour and sent into
Normandy, is not sufficient to account for
the vi%it; for the negotiation could have been
tarried on just as well by deputy. How-
ever that may be, Harold determined to
cenfer with William in person, and et out
with a large retinue for'Rouen. His voyage
was n9§ asvery prospér.ous ofe, for he was
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driven by stress of weather iptd die %t thy
ports of the Count of Ponthfeu, &smc‘ '
which at that time compnsed the greﬁet
part of the country lyihg between ¢he .S:me
and the Somme, two great r#vers in Frances
He was there seizedq dnd det&ined.a; a pri-
soner_ by the .count, but found*means to
comminicate his gitiation to #Villiam Duke
of Normandy, who immediately insisted
upon thes count setting him at libprty.
Harolgehen was recei-ed with kindnegs
and distinction by William, and- many con-
ferences toak place between them., I should
be only deceiving you if I pretended to teld
you what they said to each other 5 for,
although old historians have writtem g great
deal abont it, no one seems to have beer
rightly informed. Some say that William
inforfed bis guest, that it was the intentien
of Edward to appdint him, the Duke of
Nogmandy, his successor in thev th:r_one of
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Engwid' and that He endeavoufed to ga.u;
ﬁle @'eat .Sa;on to hls mterests, wammg
hﬁ;l at tbe same time of all the daggers to
whlch he would expose himself if he, Harold,
attempted to %eize the crown. They add
that Hasold, *finding iumself in William’s
power, proxﬁlscd‘eveqthmg that l;%could
dema,nd and%ook an oath to assist William
to the utmost of his power. Others, how-
vves, differ from this account altoBether, and
declare thit HarAd was actually etained
as a prisorfer, till he made’ promjses which
Were of liggle value, as they w:n'e-given under
tompulsion. In short, there is' a mystery
in the whole transaction which has never
been. crearly explamed and all that we
know ie, that Harold did visit Normandy,
and that he returned thence loaded with
pYesents, and accompanied by bis ,t}ephew,
who had been one of. the hostages The
other,JVﬂham still kept at his couit; bht it
§e
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would seem he promistd ‘' Hargld dne Bf. his
daughters in marria.ge

Whatever Harold had promised in” the
dangexous situation in which he hdd plaeed -
himself, there can be no douBt that, gfter he-
returned to: Engla,nd, he f&bomed with
double diligenee to seoufe his® oWn succes-
sion t§ the throne. * Fortume seetmed, to
favour him in all respects. King Edward
took no mleasures to insure the crowp for
Williaa#? and, indeed, I have’ntany doubts
whether Edward ever promised him any-
thing of the &nd. Inethe meantjne, in the
year 1064; the Welsh being once plore i
arms against. the English, Harold called to
his assistance his brother Tosti, OEa,rl of
Northumberland, and invaded Wales. His
expedition was so skilfully planned, and so
vigorofxg;ly executed, that the Welsh, affer
being defeated in séveral places, resolved
to tdethfone their l':i.ng, Griffith, w&o had
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iof instightor of the par, and tg
y to the.Saxo‘ns In order *
ﬁibi'd‘é Iy to appease the victor, they
BMJ o“..then- own kmg 8 head and sent it

his pojgl.ﬂamy and renown greatly 1ncreased
A more. pa.lnful task was before *him  but if
“po facts of itaportance have bee\qpt back
by historians, the result stiows a high and
sgeneroug, sense of ewhat- was wright, which.
plﬁcé&his character in the finest point of
view.

Iﬁ) oo this period, his brother Tosti and
himsel had lived on terms of the greatest
amity, and the former owed to Harold’s
fufluence the Earldom of Northnn?berland
But Tosti was a violent, cruel, and tyran-
pical ma, with few of Harold’s good quali-
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ties. Hisoule over th! Nbrthmmlﬁrf % hud
‘been so severe, and he had commmféd 5@
many acts of injustice and oppresswq, that
the people broke out into actual revolt to-
wards the end of the year 064, kiled a
number of Tosti’s re(mners, and dfove, hjm
out of Northum'berlar:d “Tosti *hastened to
the king, told hiscown ' story,®and induced
Edward at once to uphold his cause. Harold
was corwminded to lead all the forces he
could yté into Northu.nberland to chasw
tise the pegple of that district, and to restore
his brother te power Harold showed ever)’
readiness to obey; but gn the fronp\ers of
the province, he was met by a peacggble
deputation from the Northumbrian®, rwho
laid before him a clear statement %of the
evils they had suffered under his brother,
assured” him of their ﬁdehty and obediS
ence to the kmg, and‘besought him to la,y
asidg thee interests of his famﬂy"ami
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.‘expe‘&e%'w stnem ##ith their mongrch. But
8 'th" éaw‘nme they ‘intimated that they
.woufd not agam receive TOsti on any terms,
and rp,th&r die in arms than submit‘to one
‘who had so craclly oppressed them. Harold
}lﬂ.l.lstr:(i ig his ndvancé,and, convinced of the
justice of their eomplaint, sent more accurate
information of the facts tg Edward,4vith an
entreaty that he would pardon the North-
umbrians, and name Morcar—the soa of
Alfgar, Duke'of Mercia—whom twrtbum-
brians had already chosen as their leader,
%0 be Ea‘rl of Northumberlang in Tosti’s
place. ’ A favourz%b]e answer wis jmme-
diately received, and while -Tosti fled, en-
ragea, anto Flanders, Harold returned, having
*acquirad a new hold upon the affections of
the people, by his equitable dealings in a
ease where the interests of his,owh family
“Were concerned.
Shéwtly after this ° transtiotior, Hprold
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married Edgiva, the s¥sthe of Efal'i ’M6roan,
find thus strcngtlxencd lmnselt, Joy 1 new
alliance with the rulers of Mercia and North-« X
umberland. But, in the meantime, deard
who had stwn the fatal sceds of dissgpsion*
in regard to the sugdession, to bamar Bigtqr
fruit after his death, secmed tv Rave given
up all &ere of the im'po'rtunt question, which
he had only troubled, and to busy himself
with nothing but the completion of the
church mnl 'm‘onastery of St. Petet, which he
was b:xilding it a low picce of swampy
ground, caillﬁd the Isla of Thorney, about
“two miles to the west of London. " This Ist.?
of Thorney is now called Westminstér, and
you have all seen the fine abbey crpcted
there ; but you must remark that the present »
building is not that erected by Edward,
which wis pulled down in the reign of Henr
1I1. Edward lived to*see the church of St.
‘Petc(Acomplete’d, and he invited- a.ll‘,.ﬂ-."‘
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‘gm&t‘ub*‘ty of tht jcalm toge 71 with the
b.lehop’s n‘tohks, and abbots, 40’ be present
Il,tlijlc ﬂuhc:‘mon Scarcely had thc) assem-
blod,,howmu , when the king was taken
suddenly ill, aind died a few daj s aferwards,
on thc i¢h of Januaty, 1066. During his
11111es9, efforts w ere made to induce him to
name 1 Ialold.as his succe'ssor, and “AIarold
afterwards pretended that he had done so;
but of this there is no proof. Ho“e\ er that
may bc, the Moblesy people, and cféi;,x, with
one consent, immediately #aiscd Hatold to
e throng‘, passing qver in si]enp(; the ¢laims
l#Edggr Athcling,,who had neither power,
talents, nor courage, to assert his own right.
On t!w. day after his death, Edward was
%uried with great pomp in the church which
he had built, and on the same day Harold
was crowned King of England in, the’ church
‘of St. Paul’s, of Londoh,

Edvward received th nam® of ithe .Con-
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fcssor, ang was many | \ams aftorn® ey made
“asaint by e ‘pope, although aniatctse\vhldx
procurcd him this distinetion mlght se;m;, m
our eyes, either crimes or follies. The greatcr !
part of hi, wstory would Iead s to look upon
him as a weak, good-natured, timid princg,
very indolent and careless. Bu! at other
times he showed himseélf violeat, vindictive,
and avarieious, and his eonduct to both his
wife and his mother deprives him of all alaim
to the pharaeter of a piots or a good man. .
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