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Report on Torture by the Janaasss »121tary Poliee (Kempéi fai)

S ——— — Pl e W SE— -—— — e ————— . N ——

[ I was arrested by the Keppai %=1 et 13,090 Lours on February /.,

1943 . |

Kempei~Tai investigations in Buitenzorg of the leading men of the
underground organization with whieh I was connected had brought the
Buitenzarg Kempei-Tai in the possession of my name and that of one of
my helpers in Batavia, Miss T, Thierens.

Owing te a stupidity of the Rempei-tai officers my wife and I
Succeeded in destroying practically all evidence in my house, copies
of telegrams and original reports of my informers, which afterwards
helped to trouble the whole atmosphere and made all searchings of my
house (which took Place at least five times after my arrest) fruitless.
In the afternoon of the same day Miss Thierens and I were taken into a roem
of the Kempei-Tai office at the Koninsplein in Batavia,

The Buitenzorg Kempei-tai sergeant (Major?) YOSHIDA then took a
wooden club about three feet in length, at the 'working-end' about
thrce inches thick and tapering towards the handle,
| The investigation centred upen two points: one was my being an
active spy and/or leader of a Spy-gang who gave their news to me after
which I despatched it to Buitenzorg. The second point was the faect, that
. I knew the names ef my best assistant and his address, which two facts
the Kempei tai tricd to get out of me,

In the Kempei-tai at the Koningsplein YOSHIDA qucstioned me about
my Chinese helper and cach denial ef knowing a Chinese spy whosc name
started with a T (Thio) which fact was knovm to the Kempei-Tai when
I wvas arrested, 7as followed by a blow with the wooden elub at thd back
2f the body near or approximately upon the kidneys. The becating was
done systematically, eaeh new blaw being placed closc to the preccding
onc. YOSHIDA in this Ry gave me between twenty and thirty blows,
causing hcavy subcutancesus hacmorrhages and contusions. The beating
caused big swcllings and a blackish-bluc discelouring of the skin which
remained visible for at least two months,

Aftor my intorrogation was over YOSHIDA handled Miss Thicrens in
the samc ®y until she too -as suffering from severe pains and big
. swellings, ]

Miss Thicrons until now suffcrs from kidney-troublc. The samc holds
for mc, although I have the impression that Miss Thicrcons's casc is much
morc serious than mine. Aftor this examination wvas over we werc put in

the eclls but toirards the night I was handecuffed and Miss Thicrens and
I wre transported by car to Buitcnzorg, where we were jailed in the
Buitenzorg Xompcei-Tai,

\ On Fecbruary 5, toards dusk, I was takcn from my eecll and once morec
questioned by YOSHIDA.. I pofuscd to admit that T —as mixed up in
c¢spionage or that I know a Chinesc Spy, aftcr which YOSHIDA took mc to
another room, teclling me that ho was going to 'hang me'..

The system is quitc simplc and very effcctive. I -mas Placecd on a
Small wooden casc, with tho hands ropecbound bchind my back and the anklecs
bound. Aftcr this a thick ropc was publcd under my armpits, lcad through
@ wooden bcam over the door so that when the woden casc s kicked awvay
I was hung with mv full wcight from my armpits. By the pull of the
Wweight of the body, nerves and bloodvesscls werc ticd off, and gradually
I fclt my hands first, then my wrists and after that my arms 'dic!,

During thc hanging, which may have taken any time firom half an hour to onc
hour and a half (in m’ easc as in all cascs I know af it is wory diffieult
te doeidc how long th. torture took: all scnsc of timc is lost) the
terturcer was Sitting bLohind me, waispering his questions anmd trying to
make mc eonfecss that T was a Spy s W:ich I dcnicd.




Whon, after squeczing #nd pinching my arms and skin the torturer
found out that I no lonecr reacted and did no*: fool pain or touch, hc nut
the case bask wr-dcr my foct, questioncd me again and thcen slowly lovwered
me., I found cut thei ©vs sk my arms wore paralyscd complctaly.

The parclyeiz in th loft erm 1istod for cnly a fortnight and I
vas able to usc tuae acna ea.in, albe.t not withcui a peculiar turaing
fecaeling in the fingertops, ecoused by the fact that the finer norves
worg peralyscd. The right arm mas a mueh more scrious casc: it
remained cemplctely paralised from some ronths after which lifo slavly
bcgen to return. First I was ~blo to move the little fingor onrd
graauclly life refwrncd in *he other finger»s, the hand, wrist and am.

Up till now the arm 1s not completely normal, it hurts whon T usc it in
heavy manual york meanwhilzs the fingers of the right hand quite often
fré morc or lcss 3tiff. \

Misa Thicrens also -os hung, thoug't not in my prescnze. Yot it
8cems, thot the torturcrs hove considerablc anatomienl knowlcdge ond
understand quite well Lhow Yo bind theoir vietims in sush o way thot they
cffcet paralysis or do not coffcct paralysis 2t will., In Miss Thicrscns's
casc no poralysis developed 2nd I know also of othaor eascs in whieh no
paralysis was originatcd. Howover: there ore also c¢ascs in which the
paralysis lasted much longer tlhan in my ease snd in which the aftcr-
cffecets wwcre cven more scriouvs.,

b On Februory 8, 1943 I wes takcn to YOSEIDA's rorm cnec more for on
<cxamination and vhcn onee mere I refuscd to ndnit (ny e3pionage -

‘ activitics whatsoover YOSHIDA took me to the bothroom, vheare, with the aid
af o native assistont he gave me the se-called vwator-tost (vater-precf
in Duteh). I guess thot this proof 1l-sted for some twenty minutes,
after vhich YOSHIDA took me to his room rgnin’'~nd thcre confronted me
7ith Miss Thicrens, whe under scvere torturc (honging) and knd confesscd
that she had acted as a messenser and had toak-n tclogrrms, which I hed
composed. frem Boatovia to Buitconzorg, whers shc honicd them over to the
Buitenzoarg-braneh of the orgonisation, which arrarged to transmit thom
from ncar Puitenzerg b;- wircless to Australin.

I succceded in getting some information ns ~bout tho oxtont of Miss
Theirens's eonfession by pr.tcnding thot I was vory anzry and shouting
at her in Dutch aftcr which she answored ia Lutcih. and g-ve me the inf-
ormation I ncecded, It w8 of no usc to deny nny longer thnt I h~od been
doing spy-work ani I confesscd cxactly the sam- things ns Miss Thiercns
had confcsscd to hnve done. YOSHIDA then tcck her from the room,
gavc me scveral blews on tae right arm 7ith 2 wooden leg of a chair
(according to the opiniovn of interam:nt camp Xodurng Bodak the bad stctoe
of thc arm moy have beon causcd by these blows) ~nd told me that now
that I had confesscd th~t I tas - spy I would undcrstand th~t this wms na
crimc wnich weuld be punished by dcath.

After a final blow cn my hcad with the cheir's leg I wos taken
back to thc ccil. On Fobrusry 21 I was taken from ny cell and brought
into tic proscnce of scrgeant-mojor BENG of the XKempei--toi (knowm
among Kempei-Tai prisonsrs as YEmpcror Ming¥) who. together with the
intcrpretor TAMMMINI, enothar J-pancsc, gove me the oter-toss for the
sceond time. The general system of ziving this wetor-test is always
the samec and it may hove its nurposc to deseribe it hcecrc morc or less
in details.,

I was bound tightly cnd in a horizontal pesition on a wooden bznch.
Thoere was no rop: used but cleetrical wirc of rubbcer with & coppor kerncl,
which thce terturcers scom to prcfer becnuse it do:s not stretzh., The
wirc is bound around the bedy from the fzot upwards to the shoulders in
such n way th~t the vietim is un~bls to mova ot ~1ll. Ovwver the throat a
thin wir: is bound so thot the vietim ean not move his hecad without
cutting his throat. After this ws done a thick Lnnderchicf was uscd to
straop thce mocuth ~nd provent mo from closins it.

In thiis casc the terturors, BATG and TAMAMITT ora trying to zcot
information out of mc cbout the Chincsc assistont I mentioncd beforc. )
but whosc addrcss nor namc they knowe Thaoy only knew th~t the nome sthrted
vith a T ~2nd thec namc Thio was 2lso kno-m to thcm,
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Thoy cskod mc onee more if I was wiliing to toll them bhe namc
~nd addrcss of my Chincsc and once more I ployed the innocend.

After somc faec-slapping (which wos donc 80 regliwily +het ono
forgets how meny times it happened) they started the water-tost by
bringing =~ rubbor hoscpipe botwcen my front-tecth and opening the tap.
(thorc arc scvernl enscs in which thoy used boer-bottles instcad of the
hosopipe). ‘lator ms in this vay peurcd into my mouth, causing me
almost to suffocatc. It may be thot the word is not right: they tricd
to drown mc. 4As soon 2s I wns on the verge of gotting unconscious thoy
stoppcd the wator but oncned the tap ngein at the vory moment I tricd to
broathc. Somectimes thoy grve 2 fow moments of rclrxation by leotting
the water flow into the eves, thc nesc or the cars and n trick to stop
the wntor o2nd got some brenthing-spoec s te shout *I wnnt to spcak®.
‘hen they stepped the wmter, found out that I had to soy nothing worth
while after vhichk theoy startcd 2gnin. Somctimeos the question repeated
if I alrcody knew name nnd addross of "ttt Chinaman®™ and s soon as J
cnsw.orced that I did not know anything about a Chincsc they apened the
tap ~gain.

Wthen they si:owed me photographs of Chincsc, vhom they suspccted of
being my hclpers, I denied cver h-ving scon theom, which resulted in a
hcavy blow in the face by TAMAMINI which I at that momont did not
oxporicnec &s very painful. How strong thc blow hnd bcen wes clecarly
shoin by the fact, th~t thc cye-sockct remcincd dark bluc for ot lcast
a ok aftorvards.,

If my scnsc of timec 'ins right this 'ater-tcost toek ~bout onc hour
and a helf, Of course I did not mention the nam: and address of my
Chincsc helpeor: Many victims of the watertest teld mc, thnt usunlly
aftor thc torturc with wmtcor the kompci tao torturcrs amuscd thomselwes
by burning th: body of thcir victims with glewing cigarcttc-cnds. 1
sow scveral victims of thosc torturcs suffering from blistcrs and wounds
cruscd horcby. \

Onc of thcosc wms o eccrtain De Reoy, who was aftcerwards bcheaded
~bout 1 May 1943, but who wms with mec in thc s mc cell in Feob-lM-or 43.

Anothor one is Liz Beng Giok, scntcneed to denth on Aug. 16, 1943,
but granted o pardon and scntcneed to 15 ycars in prison. JFrced from
Tjipinang-prison on Scptember 29, 19/5, Address:s Fet jcnonganweg 48Db,
Bntavia C.

Dr. OLAF MUNCK frem Buitcnzorg was hung by YOSTIDA until both arms
werc paralyscd complcotely. They ncver rceovercd and when Dr. Munck
was cxceuted (beheaded) and June 1943 his arms still wore paralyscd
nceording to a statcocment made to me by Lic Beng Giok. When I saw Dr.
Munck last (on Fobrucry 21, 1943 both his arms werc still paralyscd. He
diad in Tj imahi-

( Geperal romorks re torturing: It scems that the torturers of tihe

Kompci-tai, at lcost thosc ‘n Buitenzorg, spceinlisced in thoir owm
brenches. YOSIHEIDA was o spceinlist in hanging mnd kidnoy-bcating.
appercntly he was training in giving thc wmter-test whon he wter-
tested me on Feb 8, 1943.

BuNG wvas a spceinlist in beating pecoplce who were hend cuffced to their
chrir nnd a spceinlist in wmter-tests, in which hc wos se far as 1 know
clwvays assisted by TAMAMINI.

Thore arc cascs known of BANG praftising clectrization on his
victims but it scems th~t such was nothing but cxporimcntal. The rcal
cxpert for clertrization wns YAMADA who wrs knotm for his mcreiless
elecetrizantion. I ncocrer was treated thot my mysclf, but I saw scveral
victims who told .ic thnt for this tortuarc a telcphanc apparatus of the
0ld typz was used, in wirch aa cl2cetric current is crented by turning a
h~ndlc. Two wires wecic laid ou tho vietims: onc on cach car, in the
corncrs of thc mouth, on the fingcr-joints, thc nosc-hobs er clscwhorc)
~nd thc currcnt "ms eloscd through the body of the victim. |
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TAMINT vhoseo officicl role wns that of an interpreter clways ms

a willing helpor of the torturcrs. I alwvays hnd the impression, both from

my omm obscrvation and from talks with ether victims, thot Tomamini was

a student of ths Kamp:® -’2i who found quite a lot ef amscmont in kicking

~nd beating the helpless victims during the difforent torturcs they ero

subjceted to. Howcvers I ncver hcord of a ease in which Temamini did

the torturing nloncs in all cascs I know of he was second man.

Othcr anscs of tcrturing. Othor enscs of torturing would be oxtremely

casy to producs. I spoke to many victimsof the Kempoi tai investigntion
methods ond will glndly furnish nomes of pcople who fell a victim to these
*0 the:e methoi:r. sovever! in most ceser ve alveye meet the =e2ms nercs of
torturers viere tre rsuitenzorg Kemoeitai is - concerned.

(A. Zimmcrman)

- *
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’______ ; _Me.jor of Infantry Royal Ncth. Indics Army. J

/" Namo Weter Tost TEloetrization Mishandled Hung Paral Tcad

Copt.
Vellcngn

Dr. Ir. Kram.r
Ir. Coster
He, Driclsma
Dr. O Manck
K. selter
Pctri

De Rooy
Hokhuis

Slis

Blussc

Kooy

Picters

van dexr Vecn
Ylernink

Tjoa Tck Swat
Ong Tjang Kie
Mulder

Ir. J.v. Beugen
Miss Thicrons
Maj Zimmerman
Lic Bong Gick

Ire Willem Boor

. No

Yos (2 X)

Yes (2 X)

?

No

No

Mo

Ves (39 x)
?

Ycs

Yos
Ves
Yes
Ycs
Ycs
Ycs

Ycs

Yes(1l x)

Ycs

No
No

No

No

No

Ycs

Yaos

Yes

Yes

No
No
No
No
Yes
No

No

Yes
No

Yes

intor tests were given by BaliG apd TWMAGMINI and YOSHIDA.

Beheaded
No +)

Bche2dced
Bchsaded
Beheaded
Behcaded
Bcheaded
Bcheaded
Bcheaded
Bcheaded
Bcheaded
Beheaded
Bcheaded
Boheaded
Bcheaded
Bchoaded
Alive

Behecaded
Alive

Alive

Alive

Alive

¥e:3). |
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Bleetrization wes given by YDA LND BLNG

l"nhendling wns dono by BalNG TOMAIINT YOSHEIDL YZ21.D4 ~nd all othcrs

I"-f -..

Hanging wres done YWy YOSHIDA

+) Dicd of n~tural causvs (weakened by tortuses ote. )

List is bas2d cn informntion given by M~ jor Zirmcrman and Tec Bang
Ciok beth of whom met most of the vietims pcrsonally, saw then ia t0
Kempeitai-cells ~n? received first h-nd informrtion.

List is in-complcte: there earc many more e¢tses. Burning with cignrette-
cnds 1is lcft ocut of list, s o routinec-quustion onl: s2ldom loft out of

an cxomiaction. )
AR




CERTIFICATE

The undersigned CHARLI3 JONGENEIL, first Lieutenant ReN.I.A., head
of the Yar Crimes Section of NETHERLANDS FORCES INTZLLIG™NCE STRVICE
(NEFIS) being first duly sworn on eath deposes and states that the

annexed report is a full, true, complete and accurate copy of the original
document entitled:

" Report en torture by the Japanese Military Police (Kempei Tai)
drawn up by Major ZLNERIIAY R.N. I.A. s NO, OBV235/E.'

which document is a part of the official records of the NZFIS.

BATAVIA, June 7th. 1946,

Subscribed and sworn to before me X. A. de WEERD, first Lieutenant

R.N.I.A. Higher Official attached to the office of the At torney-
General N.Z. I,

(Signed) K. A. de Teerd




