CONFIDENTIAL

GFNERAL HEADQUARTERS
FAR FAST COMMAND

Militery Intelligence fectlon, Generel Steff

Civil Intelligence Section

Ceneral Activities
APO 500
29 June 1947

SUMMARY OF INFORMATIOCN

SUBJECT: YANO, Macseo

Dete of Birth:
Permsnent.lomicile:

¥Féucetion:
17 Mer 1915:

Cereer:
7 Nov 1213:

1 Dec 1913:
1 Jun 1914:
1 Avg 1914:
18 pog 1914:

1 Sep 1914:
1.0ec 1914:
26 Mey 1916:
5 Jyn 1916:

26 Dec 1916:
1 ppr 1917:
26 Dec 1924:

26 June 1925:

7 bug 1925:
16 Dec 1927:

1 pug 1929:
10 Lec 1929:
2 Jul 1932:
18 Mer 1923:

5 Mer 1924:
1 Aug 1935:

20 Jen 1894
Oite Ken

Gredusted Uee Widdle School, Cita Ken.

pttached to 24th Field Artillery Regiment es Officer
Cendiceate.

Promoted to Privete lst Cless, frtillery.

Promoted to Superior Private.

Promote¢ to Corporel. -

Assigned to Z4th Field Artillery Regiment Repleace-
ment Unit.

Promoted to Serpeent.

Frntered Jepenese Militery Acecemy.

Grecdusted Military Academy.

Reescigned to z4th Field Artillery Regiment.
Promoted to fergeent Megjor.

Promoted to Znd Lt.

Promotec to lst Lt.

Frntered Militsry Staff College.

Appointed Acting Eettelion Adjutent, Z4th Field
prtillery Regiment.

Promoted to Ceptein end sppointec Bettelion kdjutent.
kppointed Compeny Commender, 74th Field Artillery
Regiment.

Concurrently sppointed to 1lZth DMivicion Steff.
pppointed to 10th Division Eteff.

Member of 14th Divieion Staff until 1€ Ner 1935,
Appointed Bgtteslion Commender, 2/,th Field "Artillery
Regiment.

Appointed to Imperiel Grards Division Ctaff,
Promoted to Lt. Col.

topointed to Kyantung Army Staff.
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c/1, dté 29 June 47, subj: YANO, Maseo ;

15 Jul 1938: " Promoted to Colonel.

7 Sep 1938: Averded Order of Sscred Treasure, Third Cless.

15 Oct 1941: Promoted to Mejor Generel.

1942 Chief of Staff, Kslgen Heedquerters, Mongolie.

| : Chief of Tokumu Kiken Onerastions in Mongolie.

1 Mar 1945: Promoted to Lt. Cen. |

23 Mer 1945: Aopointed Commenaing Generel, 57th Divieion.

15 June 1946: Appointed Officiel, Firet Demotdlization Ministry.
REMARKS: . During 1942 end 1943, while subject was Chief of

ctaff of the Jopenese Army's Keslgen, Mongolie Heed-
cuerters, 90 million graine of cruae opium vere
. chipped yesrly to Jepen for refining. '
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. Seareh of IFS Files reveals mo information on the Subjest.




YANO, Masao

S ——

—-.-'—‘—l——u—__-_“‘

Testified 29 May

Address - City of Fukuoka, Negahamacho, 2 Chome, No. 55

Former Lt. General of Japanese Army

Since Nov. 194l served as Chief of Staff of the Third District
Army under General Ushiroku's command, Remained until March 1945

in above olpno:lfy.

Subsequently commanded 57th Division.,
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SUBJECT

DATE OF BIRTH

-e

FERMANENT ADDRESS :

EDUCATION-

17

Mar

MILITARY

7

1

18

| =

26

18

26

Tov

Dec

Jun

Dec

Apr
Dec

Mar

Jun

1913

CAREIR

1913

1913

1914
1914

1914

1914
1914

1916

1916

1917
1924

1925

1925

-

SECRET

+ GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

FAR EAST COMI{AND
Operations, CIS, G—2
Compilation Branch

APO 500
29 July 1947

YANO Mesao
20 Jan 1894

Oita Prefecture.
Completed USA Middle School, Oita Prefecture.

Cadet; attached to the 24th Field Artillery Regiment.

Privaete First Clasg: entered the 24th Field Artil-
lery Regiment,

Superior Private.

Corporal.

Attached to the 24th Field Artillery Regiment.
Sergeant.

Entered Militery Academy.

Sergeant Major. Attached to the 24th Field Artillery

Regiment.

2nd lLieutenant: attached to the 24th Field Artillery
Regiment.

lst Lieutenant.
Ordered to enter Military General Steff College.

Student (SHOKUMU KOKOROE), at the 24th Field Artil--
lery negiment.

Acting Battalion Adjutent (DAITAI ¥UKUKAN SHOKUMU
KOKOROE), the 24th Field Artillery Regiment.
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YANO Masao--cont'd.

MILITARY CAREER

(cont'd)
7 Aug 1925 Captain. Appointed Battalion Adjutant, the 24th
Field Artillery Regiment.
16 Dec 1927 Company Comnander, the 24th Field Artillery Regi-
ment.

1 Aug 1929 Attached to 12th Division Headquaerters.
27 Aug 1929 Attached to the 24th Field Artillery Regiment.
10 Dec 1929 Stef£-0fficer (SAMBO), the 10th Division.

1 Ang 1931 -- Major; Battalion Commander, the 8th Field Artillery

19 Jun 1933 Regiment.
2 Jul 1932 -- Staff Officer, the 14th Division.
18 Mar 1933
18 Mar 1933 Rattalion Commander, the 24th Field Artillery
Regiment.
5 Mar 1934 Staff Officer, the Imperial Guard Division.
1 Ang 1935 T.t. Colonel: attached to the Kwangtung Army Head-
quarters.

15 Jul 1938 Colonel, :

15 Oct 1941 Major General.

1 Mar 1945 Lt. General.

23 Mar 1945 Commander, the 57th Division.

. 15 Jun 1946 Official, 1lst Demobilization Burean.
DECORATIONS :
7 Jul 1930 6th Order of the Sacred Treasure.
9 Mar 1934 5th Order of the Sacred Treasure.
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YANO Masao--cont'd. -

DECORATIONS (cont'd):

29 Apr 1934 Small Cordon of the Rising Sun, and 4th Order of
the Sacred Treasure.

7 Sep 1938 3rd Order of Sacred Treasure. |

29 Apr 1240 4th Order of the Golden Kite, and Middle Cordon of

the Rising Sun.

18 Jan 1944 ond Order of the Sacred Treasure.
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THS RECQRD Page 3567
¥ May 29, 1947 .
4 DEFENSE - Division IV - Russia 133
| YANO - Direct y
Fage DIRWCT SXAWINATION CF/ YANO, [Vasao

by Mr. Blakeney

The witness stated that he lived in Fukuoka. He iden-
23,272 tified Exhibit 2672 as his affidavit and verified it. ¥ The
. affidavit stated that since November 1944 the witness served as
Chief of the staff of the Third District Army under USHIROKU
and stayed in Tsitsihar until Larch 1945. He later became $
. commander of the 57th Army and went to Sanshinfu, On arriving
there he received an order from the Kwantung Army and was sent
with his division from Manchuria to Fukuoka to join in the Pacific
Nar., He helped draw up the plan of operations of the Third
District Army for the year 1945.

While he was not well acquainted with the plan of
operations before 1945, he knew the outline of the plan was to
defend against possible Soviet attacks, the right bank of the
Amur River and the Hailar and Great Hsingan mountains in the

west. ihen he arrived he received a new instruction regarding
new operation plans from Kwantung lHeadnuarters.,

23,213 Under this the Third District Army was to gradually
retreat after slight resistance in the Songe-~Hailar area and

was to make the final resistance on the Peian-Nonko-Jarantong-
Hsingan line. The Army, therefore, drew up a concrete plan and

when the plan was about to be reported to the commander of the
Fwantung Army the witness was transferred. The Third District
Army then had three divisions and onse brigade. Only one divi-
sion was well trained, the others being newly organized. The

| witness became commander of the well-trained division, but it
was transferred to Japan froper for the Facific War and a newly
organized division was substituted for it. All divisions of
the Third Army were therefore inferior in quality. Whan he
arrived at Japan froper, he learned that the Third District
Army Headquarters was transferred to }ukden.

THERE WAS NO CROSS-EXAMINATION OQF TiIS WITNISS, but
23,205 reference was made ¥ to BExhibits 703, 722, 837 and 839A.




11 June 1947
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NEV ORANDUM FOR: Mr. Sutton

Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT : Defense Witness

1. Please finl attached hereto list of material available ou
the following witness and/or witnesses.

DEFENDANT

——— L ———— A ——

Witness General
Testified 29 May

WITNESS LIST OF MATFRIAL AVATIARLE

YANO, Masao Curriculum Vitae

-

o, Plsass ackrncvicige raceipt ¢f chis memoranéum by initviell.ug

ani returning altached carbon copy to this offizz, Roowm 30C.

£ r m
Incl - | | EDWARD P. MCNAGHAN
(Described above)




Name:
Date of Birth:
Permanent Domicile: 0Oita Prefecture.

1916 Dec 26

»
1920 Apr 1

1925 Aug 7

1927 Dec 16

1929 Aug 1

Dec 10

1931 Aug 1

1932 Jul 2

1933 Mar 18

1934 Mar 5

1935 Aug 1
1938 Jul 15
1941 Oet 15

PERSONAL HISTORY

YANO, Masao
Nov. 20, 189l

-

Was appointed artillery sub-lieutenant.

Was attached to the 24th Field-Artillery Regiment.
Was promoted to artillery lieutenant.

Was promoted to artillery captain.

Was appointed battalion ad jutant of the 24th Field-Artillery
Regimﬁnt-

Was appointed company oomandei* of the 24th Field-Artillery
Regiment-

Was ordered to serve in the Headquarters of the 12th
Division.

Was attached to the 24th Field-Artillery Regiment.
Was appointed staff-officer of the 10th Division,
Was promoted to artillery mm jor.

Was appointed battalion commander of the 8th Fimld-Artillery
Regimetn.

Was appointed staff-officer of the 1l4th Division
(original post as ever).

Was appointed battalion commander of the 24th 'Field-
Artillery Regiment .

Was appointed staff-officer of the Imperial Ggard Division.
Was promoted to artillery lieutenant-colonel.
Was attached to the headquarters of the Kwantung Army.

Was promoted to artillery colonel.

Was promoted to ma jor-general.
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1942 Dec 1

£9M Oct 26°
1945 Mar 1

Mar .23
1946 Jun 15

1947 Jen 31

Page 2

Was appointed chief of the staff of the stationary
army in Mongolia and concurrently chief of the
Intelligence Dept. of the same.

Was appointed chief of the staff of the 3rd Area Army.
Was promoted to lieutenant-general.

Was appointed commander of the 57th Division,

Was appointed administrative official (2nd class)

of the Demobilization Ministry and assigned to

Chief of the Hakata branch office of the Landing

Place.

Was relieved of the post at my own f'unaat.
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Def. Doc. 1155 - 4

THTIRMATION.T 1IILIT.RY TRIBUILL
:. FOR THEZ R BLST

R ot o

TH: UNITZD STLILS OF AlRICL, et el
VS

LRLEI, Sedeo, et cl

' S\iORW DZPOSITICN
; Deponent: Yeno lieseo
f_ ' W ————

Having first duly sworn en ofth €S on ctteched
sheet and in eccordence with the procedure follcwed
in ny country I herety derosec £s follcws:
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A
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Def. Doc., 1155

I em on ex-Licutensrnt Ceneral of the Jrmpenese [rmy,
tend nov livine ¢t No., 55 2 Chome I'r gahenecho, Fukuoke.,

—

Since Vovember 1944 I served s the Chief of Steff
¢ tlle Third District /auy under Csnersal Ushiroku's
couniend, end stryed in Titiher until Merch 1945, I
subsequently becene commander of the 57th Division and went
to "Oenshinfu". Upon my errivel there I received sn-crder
Iroum the ivantung ..rmy end vas transferred rlong with my
division from irnchurie to Fukuoke for joining in the
Poecific Wer,

1 wes connected with the drewing up of the plen of
operctions of the Third District /[arny for the yerr 1945
while I wics the Chief of Steff of thet /rmy. The cir-
cumstrnces ere steted rs fellows:

slthough I em not well cequrinted witk the plen of
cperctions tefore 1945, I knew thrt the outline of the
plon wes to det'end rgeinst possible rttecks of the USSR,
the line of tlre right benk of tle /omour River in the

north, «nd the line cof lairel end OGrest HWsingen mounteins
in the west. lowever, when I errived there, I received r

‘new instruction regerding new operstion plrns frcm the

hecdquerters of the lwentung Zrmy, According to this,

the Third District Army wes to mrke gredurl retrect after
orfering ¢ slicht resistence in the rres of Songo end ¥
Jgirel, rnd wes to nrke t7u finrl resistence on the linas of
Fcien, XNonko, Jrrenteng end Hsingen, Follocwing this in-
struction, the Third District J.rmy drew up ¢ concrete

Flen cad when the plen wes 2bout to be reported to the

Corwy nac¢r-in-Chief of the Xwentung “rmu, I vies trensferred.

At thet ticie the Third District ‘rny wes composed cf
three divisions ond one brigade., The divisions were the
27th, 107th end 119th, ¢nd only the¢ 57tk division wes
well seasoned, the others being newly orgonized inferior
divisiocns,

I beceame the conmnender of this well secsoned 57th
Division. However, this division wrs elso trensferred

te Jepcn proper for the Preific iar, -« Newly crgenized

division wes substituted for it, thus rendering e1l
alvisicns of the Third District fony inferior in gue lity,

fter I crrived in Jupen proper, I wes told thet the
nerdqouertors cf the Third District famy wes trensferred
Trom Titihrr to lluukuden.

...2._
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Def, Doc. 1155

On this 27th dey of Jen.1gu

_

-6 Tokyo

JEP0lET: Yeno liesao (seal)

1, Ikedc Sumihisa, hereby certify thet the sbovve
Ste tenent wrs swern by the JUeponent, who ¢ffixed his
signeture £nd seal thereto in the presence of this

Witness,

On the sriie dete

LT LTokyc

Vitness: (siyned) _Tkede Sunihisa (seal)

S —— el —.




Defy “Does 1155

0. TH

In eccordcnce with my conscience I sweer to tell

the whcle truth withholding nothing end rdaing nothing.

Yeno lieseo (seel)




