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WILLIAM HALE WHITE
(MARK RUTHERFORD)
(1831—1913)

ESTHER

Blackdeep Fen, 24 Nov. 1838,
My dear Hsther,—This is your
birthday and your wedding-day, and

I have sent you a cake and a knitted
cross-over,” both of which 1 have

1. OCross-over——a kind of woman’s
wrap that croses in front [ AMONNL
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made myself. I ecan still knit,
although my eyes fail a bit.r I
hope the cross-over will be "useful
during the winter. Tell me, my
dear, how you are. Twenty-eight
years ago it is Since you came into
the world. It was a dark day with
a cold drizzlipg rain, but at eleven
o’clock at night you were born, and
~ the next morning was brigcht with
beautiful sunshine. Some people
think that Blackdeep must always:
be dreary at this time of year, but
they are wrong. 1 love the Fen
country. It is my own country.
This -house, as you know, has be-
longed to -your father's forefathers
for two hundred years or more, and
my father’s old house has been in
our family nearly as long. I could
not live in London ; but I ought not
to talk in this way, for I hold it

1. a bit——a little £2; 6L,
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to be wrong to set anybody against
what he has to do.* Your brother
Jim?* is the best of sons. He sits:
with me in the evening and reads.
the paper to me. He goes over to-
Ely market every week. He has his
dinner at the ordinary,® where many
of the company drink more than is
good for them,* but never once has.
he come home the worse for liquor.s
I had a rare® fright a little while ago..
1 thought there was something” be-
tween him and one of those Stanton
girls at Ely. 1 saw she was trying-

1. SBEYLERes “MEIEEERANERRY iR
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o catch him. It 13 all off* now.
She is a town gir!, stuck-up,? spends
a lot of money on her clothes, and
would have been no wife for Jim.
She would not have been able to
put her hand to® anything here. She
might have broken my heart, for she
would have tried to draw Jim away
from me. T den’t believe, my dearest
.child, in* wedded love which Iessens
the love for father and mother.
‘When you were going to be married
what agony I went through! It was
so wicked of me, for it was jealousy
with no cause. I thank God you love
me as much as ever. I wish I could
see you again at Homerton, but the
journey made me so ill last winter
that I dare not venture just yet,—

1. off———discontinued 38X 7T o

2. stuck-up——arrogant, conceited 5%
ﬁft; %%%?o '

3. to put one’s hand to———to assish
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Your loving mother,
Rachel Sutton.

Homerton, 387 Nov. 1838..

My dearest Mother,~The cake:
was delicious: it tasted of Blackdeep,.
and the cross-over will be most
useful. It will keep me warm on
cold days, and the love that came
with it will thicken the wool. But,
mother, it i3 not a month ago since
you sent me the stockings. You are
always at work® for me. You are
just like father. He gave us things
not only on birthdays, but when we
never looked out for them. Do you
remember that week when wheat
dropped threes shillings a quarter ?
He had two hundred quarters which
he might have sold ten days earlier.
He was obliged to sell them at the:
next market and lost thirty pounds,.

o o

1, at work——working TH4Eo
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‘but he had seen at Ely that day a
little desk, and he knew 1 wanted a
‘desk, and he bought it for me with
a fishing-rod and landing-net® for
Jim, '

My husband said he could not
think of anything I needed and wrote
me a cheque for two pounds.

O! that you could come here,
and yet I am certain you must not.
My heart aches to have you. In my
daydreams I go over the long miles
to Blackdeep, through Ware, through
Royston, through Cambridge, through
every village, and then I feel how far
away you are. 1 turned out® of the
room the other day® the chair in
whieh you always sat. 1 could not
bear to see it empty. Charles notic-

= sgr—

1. landing-net-——net for lm‘di.n'g large
fish when hooked —FaffFLIN L& Soky
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3. to turn out————to expel from place
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.ed it had gone and ordered it to
be brought back. He may have
suspected the reason why 1 put
it upstairs. My dearest, dearest
mother, never fear that my affection
for you can become less. Sometimes
after marriage a woman loves her
mother more than she ever loved her
‘before.

Tt i a black fog here and not
2 breath of air is stirring. How
different are our fogs at Blackdeep !
They may be thick, but they are
white and do not make us miserable.
I never shall forget when I was
Jast in Fortyacres and saw the mist
lying near tbe river, and the church
gpire bright in the sunlight. The.
.churchyard and the lower part of the
church were quite hidden.

What a mercy' Jim was nob

1. what a mercy——what a pe'ce
.of good fortune attributable to a special

— 14 —



GHREHBEFTTREERN o R
A 776 M % 0% 0 BEAE I6 B o 3 TR
HWMERAMET » U AR
B o ML FFEFS MR IEHMFEBRE LE
BBt o REBZW > HHT
W BABAEENMRY N M e
FW Doy Mtk —~ ML AEM
0 1 2 T 3 B — 1 B TP BR SR M o

BHE-NLE > —HmAEK
BARBoRVUGHENLEBELS
BE R TR UF OB ML AT IR R R AR o
MBRMFED G RERMABEoR
R R TR W - K AE T8 3B BE % W
Gk TE IR T RS W
M RIS AL B I o &
A E THELEBMRET o

L EEEY > ABRBEA LE R

providence 25 BAfT A —ISHFR AL, IO R %E
KZ o



trapped by Dolly, for I suppose it was:
she, Jim is not the first she has
tried to get. You are quite right.
She might have broken your heart,
and I am sure she would have
broken Jim’s, for she is as hard as a

millstone* —Your loving child,
Esther.

Blackdeep Fen, 3 Dec, 1838.
~ Your letter made me feel un-
happy. I am afraid something 1s on
your mind. What is the matter?
I was not well before I went to
Homerton the last time, but maybe
it was not London that upset me.
If you cannot leave, I shall come.
Let me hear by the next post.

Homeorion, 5 Dec. 1838,
I told Charles I was expecting

p—

1. m:listone~~—either of two circular
stones for griuding grain or other substance;.
also, the kind of stone of which they are

—~ 16 —
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you. He said that your sudden
determination seemed odd. * Your
mother,’ he added, *is a woman who
acts upon impulses.' She ought
always to take time for considera~
tion. This is hardly the proper
seagon for travelling.” I asked him
if he would let me go to Blackdeep.
He replied that, unless there was
some particular® reason for it, my
proposal was as unwise as yours.
‘What am I to do? A particular?
reason! It is a particular reason
that I pine for my mother. Can
there be any reason more particular
than a longing for the sight of a
‘dear face, for kisses and embraces ?
You must counsel me.

| Blackdeep, 15 Dec, 1838.
Asg Charles imagines I am carried

1, impulses sudden tendency to gctj

without reflection 7RI RITEIRHE
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awag® by what he calls impulses, T
did not answer your letter at once.
and I have been thinking as much
as I can. 1 am not a good hand at
it Your dear father had a joke
against me. ° Rachel, you ecan’t
think ; but never mind, you can do¢
much better without thinking than
other people can with it.” I wisk I
had gone straight to you at omce,
and yet it was better 1 did nov. It
would have put Charles out® and
this would not have been pleasant
for either you or me. I would not
have you at Blackdeep mnow for
worlds.* T'he low fever® has broken

1. t0 be carried away——to be tran-

sported, or inspired F--- FRELT,
9. a good hand at——skillful at FEjits
£ 59 LN

3. to put one out~—to irritate oni# %,
4. for worlds on any accouxt; eveir:

if you give me worlds SEfin{e; BMiE gk
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5, low fever——a fever marked by a
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out, and to-day there. were . twon
funerals. Parson preached a ser-
mon about it ; it was a judgement
from God. Perhaps it is, but why
did it take! your father three years
ago? It is all a mystery, and it
looks to me sometimes as if here om:
earth there were nothing but mystery..
I have just heard that parsonis down:
with® the fever himself.

Do let me have a long letter at:
once.

Homerton, 20 Dec. 1838;

A Mrs. Perkins has been here.
She sat with me for an hour. She
spends her afternoons- in going her
rounds® among her friends, as she
calls them, but she does not care for
them, nor do they care for her. She

-

1. to take——to remove from lifo %
%o

3, down with fever——prostrate with
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looks and speaks like a woman who
could not care for anybody, and yet
perhaps there may be somewhere a
person who could move her. |
- T am so weary of the talk of my
neighbours. It is so different from
what we used to® have at Blackdeep.
Oh me! those evenings when father
came in at dark, and Mr. and Mrs.
Thornley came afterwards and we
had supper at eight, and father and
Mr. Thornley smoked their pipes
and drank our home-brewed ale and
we had all the news—how much Mr.
"Thornley had got for his malt, how
-that pig-headed® old Stubbs wouldn't
.sell his corn, and how when he began
to thresh it and the ferrets® were
‘brought, a hundred rats were killed
.and bushels of wheat had been eaten.
You ask me what is the matter.

1. used to——accustomed to 75 HiE R,
¢, pig-headed——obstinate [E$k,

-— Q4 —



WMAFRETF G —~BLAFTLEN A
WA AN R FHEZEN—E
AT §T ) M B O ©
REBEMBRRBE MR
5 o I AN IR AT A B 8 58 W R H 4B
B RMEFRT oW | BESD BB
Ll EXPAEEE LB
AR AKKRBSBE > ROUAGH
JBUE ST > R B B Sk A hh Ak R E
B W BMEEmEN > RNB
B - PG — B EFH
TS FHE GRAK—BEmEHE
FrEaeErsyEoema o
B 0Bl 43T 22 2 10 1R e S 7 ok
BRCBRET—GBEF > HAD
BB M 2 T o
HRHRTBRERSFTSR o R

3. {ferrot——kind of pole-cat used in

catching rats IfF RIS, .



1 do not deny ¥ am not quite happy,
~but it would be worse than useless to-
dwell upon' my unhappiness and try
to give you reasens for it. [London,
in the wintér, most likely does not
suit me. I shall certainly see you in
the spring, and then I hope 1 shalk
be better.

Blackdeep Fen, Chrisimas Day-, 1838

As a rule it 18 right to hide our
troubles, but it is not right that you
should hide yours from me. You
are my firstborn® child and my only
daughter. There are girls who are
very good, but between their inothers.
and them there 18 a wall. They do
what they are bid; they are kind,.
but that is all. They live apart from:
those that bore them. I would not

A—

1. to dwell upoa—-=to write or speak.
at length E¥30r,
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give a straw for such duty and love.
1 gathered one of our Christmas
roses this morning. We have taken
.great care to keep them from being
‘splashed and spoilt. There was not
a.speck on it. 1 put it in water and
.could not take my eyes off it. Its
white flower lay spread open and I
.could look right down intc it. I
‘thought of you. When you were a
little one—ay, and after you were
out of short frocks'—you never
-feared to show me every thought in
your mind, you always declared that
if you had wished to hide anything
-from me, it would have been of no
-use to try. What a blessing that
was to me! How dreadful it would
‘be if, now fthat you are married, you
were to change! I am sure you will
qot and cannot.

e

1. short-frock——/MEZMIM K, FELL
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Homerton, 1 Jan. 1839.

The New Year! What will
happen before the end of it? I feel
as if it must be something strange.
I have just read your last Iletter
again, and I cannot hold my-self in®
My dearest mother, I confess I am
wretched. It might be supposed
‘that misery like mine would express
itself with no effort,* but it is not
.50 : it would be far easier to describe
ordinary things. I am afraid also to
-talk about it, lest that which is dim
and shapeless should become more
real.

Since the day we were married
Charles and I have never openly
quarrelled., He is really good: he
spends his evenings at home and does
not seem to desire entertainment
elsewhere, He likes to see me well

1, to hoid in to kesp in check ik

4o
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dressed 'and does not stint in house:
expenditure, although-he examines
it carefully and pays a good many of
the bills himself by cheque. He has
been promoted to be manager of
the bank, and takes up' his new
duties to-day. Mrs. Perking, whose:
husband is one of the partners, told
me that he had said that there 18
nobody in the bank equal to Charles:
for sound sense and business ability;:
that everything with which he has to
do goes right ;* he 1s always calm,
never in a hurry,” and never betrayed:
into imprudence. This I can well
believe. As you know, Jim asked
him a month ago in much excitement:
for advice about Fordham, who owed:
him £200. Jim had heard there was:
something wrong. Charles put the:

1. to take up——to onter upon Bif
9. to go right——!o take a good course»

gl + 3,2 —y”



B R > Roep B %A HE > 8
RUGEFNEE—WREw AR > &
SHBREMBE ST XEHHW o [T
B fH SLAT B A ECED > 4 R IR S AT
bR TR o MBS Kk o M
RBR—-BRE EHRLL RS
ARUG—B AL ERSRE RSB
HwmmEWAEAS LERE
Ju Rl 8 38w o W AR R R T ey
BAZRDR  BUTEIE T
BAAFHMET o SERVEHME
By o L ZniE » WA RIE 2
P A 7 4 K 4B A RS B 0 BB OA Kb
CEHEG o ABEHEREBABE Y
Ao ABFREXKDEHRE > K
ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ SHEET P ZHET —

ﬁz“fﬁéﬁﬁiﬂlﬁé‘iiﬁ: o

- 3, in a hurry~~—in undue hestiness 1f-

RER AN,

33 —



letter :im the desk and did not
mention it to me again till a week
afterwards, when he asked me to
tell Jim the next time I wrote to
Blackdeep that he need not worry
himself, as Fordham was quite safe.
It is certainly a comfort to a woman
that her husband is a sfrong®* man
and that he is much respected by
his employers. ©Of what have I to
complain ? O mother, life here is so
duwll! This is not the right word ; it
is common, but if you can fill it up
with my meaning, there is no better.
It will then be terrible. There is
hardly a flower in the garden,
although not a weed is permitted.
The sooty laurels unchanging through
winter and summer I hate. Some
flowers I am sure would grow,. but
Charles does not care for them.
Neatness is what he likes, and if the

-—

1. strong——having intellectual power,

— 34 —



MEY > BB WRTREEB AW
ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%%mﬁ’mmxﬁﬁ
ph AR EBnEE & e R
thEAWMo BEUNAAMERE
Sl mpk RN BB
AR mE RIS o R
EEmm R R W > BE o 8
EmAEEEEER ‘EWRE A
RWF > SBFEREAT > MEGH
AR ERMER > WEERLME
HEGARBHTT o WK > B H
B-BWMMHPET o ERLHAET
BAH—ZE o B R — BB LR
EEEEH RKEDBELEMF M
Mo SR GMmEN o RAME A K
1638 08 B S T BLAE R 0 R % TR
ERMP oM ERHERE;

o

endurance, oo HE N, %L,




beds are raked quite smooth, if the
grass 18 closely shaven and trimmed
and not a grain of gravel in the path
is loose, he is content. He cannot
endure the least untidiness in the
house. If papers are left lying
loosely about, he silently puts them
evenly together. He brings all his
office ways into the diningroom ;
the pens must never be put aside
unwiped and the ink-botfles must be
kept filled to a certain height. We
do not get much sun at any time of -
day in Homerton, and we face the
west. Charles wishes the blinds to'
be drawn when it shines, so that it
may not fade the curtains. We
have few books excepting Rees's
cyclopaedia, and they are kept in a
glazed case. Jf Ilook at one I have
to' put it back directly I have done
with it. I saw this place before I was

-—
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married, but it did not look then
a8 1t looks now, and I did not
comprehend how much Blackdeep
was a part of* me. The front
door always open in daytime, the
hollyhocks down to the gate, the
strawberry beds, the currant and
gooseberry bushes, the lilacs, roses,
the ragged orchard at the back, the
going in and out without ‘ getting
ready ', our Jiving-room?® with Jim’s
pipes and tobacco on the mantel-shelf,
his gun over it, his fishing-tackle in
the corner—I little understood that
such things and the ease which is
felt when our surroundings grow to®
us make a good part of* the joy of
Iife. When I came to Blackdeep for
my holiday and lifted the latch, it

I A oA

.'1.' a part of me |
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‘9. living~room——sitting-room [{J4fY
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was just as if a stiff, tight band
round my chest dropped from me.
T have nothing to do here. We keep-
three servants indoors. 1 would
much rather have but two and help
a little myself. They are good
servants, and the work seems fo go.
by mechanism without my nter-
ference. 1 suggested to Charles:
that, as they were not fully employed,.
we should get rid of one, but he
would not consent. He preferred,
he said, paid service. To me the
dusting of my room, paring apples,.
or the cooking of any little delicacy,
is not service. The cook asks for
orders in the morning ; the various
dishes are properly prepared ; but
if T were Charles, and my wife
understood her business, I should
like to taste her hand® in them.
I never venture into the kitchen.

e, -
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1, hand——skill $8,
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‘The advantage of paid service',
added Charles, ‘is that if it is
inefficient you can reprimand or
dismiss.” Nothing in me finds
exercise. I want to work, to laugh,
to expect. There was always some-
thing going on' at Blackdeep, no
two days alike. I mnever got up
in the: morning knowing what was
‘before me till bedtime. That outlook
too from my window, how I miss it!
——the miles and miles of distance,
the rainbow arch in summer complete
to .the - ground, the sunlight, the
stormy wind, the stars from the
point overhead ,to the horizon far
.away—I hardly ever see them here.

You will exclaim ‘Is this all ?"
If you were here you would think
it enough, but it—. The clock is
striking one.,  Charles 18 to be at
thome to lunch. He is going to buy

e - —

l. going on——getting on HE{TH,
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4he house and is to meet the owner
this afternoon, an old man who lives
abouf ten minutes’ walk® from us.
~ Charles thinks the purchase will be
2 good investment and that another
house might be built on part of the
garden.

Blackdeep, 15 Jan. 1839.

I am not surprised you find

London dull, but I grieve that it
has taken such an effect on you. 1
‘hoped that, as you are young, you
+would get used® to the bricks and
‘mortar and the smoke.

Jim came in and I had to stop.
The Lynn coach is set fast in the
.snow near the turnpike at the top of
.our lane, and he is going to help dig
it out, I will take up my pen again.
"You are no worse off than thousands

1. ten minutes walk
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of country girls who are obliged to
live in streets narrower than those in
Homerton. I cannot help boding
you are not quite free* with me.
I do beseech you to hide nothing.
There must even now be something
the matter® beyond what 1T have
heard. 1 cannot say any more at
present. My head is in a whirl.
May be you will have a child. That
will make all the difference to yoa.

Homerton, 20 Jan. 1839.

How shall I begin ? I must tell

the whole truth. - Mother, mother, I
have made a great mistake, the
one great mistake of life. I have
mistaken the man with whom I am
to live. Charles and I were engaged
for two years. I have discovered
nothing .new in him. I was familiay

F—

1. . freo-——frank ; unreserved 10,
9. somathing the matter——something
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with all his ways and thought them
all good. I compared him with
other men who were extravagant and
who had vices, and I considered
myself fortunate. . He was cool, but
how mnuch better it was to be so than
to have a temper, for I should never
hear angry words from him which
.cannot be forgotten ? I remembered
how measured my unele Robert’s
-speech was, how quiet he was, and
yet no two human beings could have
been more devoted to one another
than wuncle and aunt. Charleg’s
quietude seemed so like uncle's.
Jharles was very methodical. He
always came to see me on the same
.days, at the same hours, and stayed
-the same time. It provoked me at
first, but I said to myself that he was
not a creature of fits and starts* and
that I could always depend on him.

1. fits and starts —— capricious im-
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He always kissed me when we met
and +when we parted. I do mnot
remember that he ever had me in
‘his arms, and I never felt be was
warm and eager when we were alone
together ; but 1 had heard of men and
women who married for what they
called love, and in a twelvemonth it
had vanished and there was nothing
left. Of many small particulars. I
took but* little notice. When we
chose the farnitire I wanted bright-
coloured curtains, but he did not like
them and bought dark red, gloomy
stuff. 1 tried to think they were
the best because they would not
show the London dirt. I had a
bonnet with scarlet trimmings which
suited my black hair, but he asked
me to change them for somethmg
‘more sober, because they made me
‘conspicuous. *Again I thought he was

-
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right, and that what might do* for
the country might not be proper in
town. Trifles! and yet to me now
what a meaning they have! Two
years—and everything is changed,
although, as I have just said, I have:
found nothing new! The quietude
is absence of emotion, different in
its root from uncle Robert’s serenity.
1t is the deadly sameness® of a soul
to which nothing i1s strange and
wonderful and a woman’s heart is.
not so intevesting as an advertise-
ment column in the newspaper. He
never cares to look into mine. I do-
not pretend that there is anything
remarkable in 1t, but if he were fo.
open it he would find something
worth having. This absence of

curiosity to explore what is in me
‘kills me. What must the bliss of

1. to do——to serve jEHle
2. the dead y sameness of a soulesese &3
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a wife be when her husband searches
her to her inmost depths, when she
sees tender questions in his eyes,
when he asks her do you really fecl
s0? and shelooks at him and replies
and you? 1 could endure the un-
eventfulness of outward life if
anything not unpleasant Zappened
between me and Charles. Nothing
happens. Something happens in my
relationship to my dog. 1 pat him
and he is pleased ; he barks for joy
when I go out. I cannot live with
anybody with whom I am always on
exactly the same even terms—no
rising, no falling, mere stagnation.
I am dead, but it is death without
its sleep and peace. IKool, fool that
I was! I cannot go on. What shall
I do? If Charles drank I might
cure or tolerate him : if he went

1. to go on———to continue, to persevir
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after' another woman I micht win
him back. I can lay hold of
nothing. |
A child? Ah no! I have longed
unspeakably for a child somefimes,
but not for one fathered® by him.

Blackdeep, 24 Jan. 1839.

I knew it all, but I dared not
gpeak till you had spoken. Your
letter came when we were at break-
fast. 1 could not open if, for my
heart told me what was init. Jim
wondered why 1 let it lie on the
table, and I made some excuse.
After breakfast I took it upstams
into my own room and sat down by
the bed, your father’s bed, and cried
and prayed. If he were alive he
would have helped me, or if no help
could have been found he would have

J—
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1. to go after———to visit as a wocer

BRBAZER.
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ghared my sorrow. It is dreadful
that, no matter® what my distress
may be, he cannot speak. What
counsel can I send you? I have
had much to do with® affliction, but
not such as yours. My love for you is
of no use. I will be still. 1 have
always found, when I am in great
straits and my head 18 confused,
I must hold my tongue® and do
nothing. If I do not move, a way
may open out to me. Meantime, live
in the thought of Blackdeep and of
me. It will do you no harm and
may keep you from sinking.

Homerton, 30 Jan, 1839.

No complaint, no reproof. You

might have told me it was perhaps
my fault. |

1, no matter——it makes no diffirence
A5 :
- 2. to do with——to get on with ¥ffo

- 58 —



> MRl R Mﬁﬁﬂﬂ)k&@ﬂ
T%mrMoLﬁgjm:m#%
MW ERET » MR
m°:&f"éfﬁ' F’HF"‘M” H ??ﬁﬂf‘f
1LJ§5W§’W SR 4T M B % (RiE
EHy o F ﬁhMMﬁ%%mmmo
REFIERLELAR — B 0o R—1mE T
B BERABRAEES > REHE
ME THNE > RSB n . 48
REHMBEA - HFERZEHE T > &
HAEHA R TEARMER o 3
B> REBEEARLGEERR
HEHBNTE BRGBAERE &
o WEBEESBELREE 2RE
To

S =4+8 > —8 2 —
A= o .
B WAL > B EW
Bah c FRTUHRBLFREE
REYEL o

3. to hold one’s tonrfue-—-—to keep

SIIGnt ?’ﬁ:‘;& ’ p,&u/_{‘ B o

— 59 —



I always have to reflect on what
I am about to say to him. I go
through my sentences to the end
before I open my lips. He dislikes
exaggeration, and checks me if I
use a strong word ; but surely life
sometimes needs strong words, and.
those which are tame may be further:
from the truth than those which
burn. When he first began to
think about buying the house, 1
was surprised and talked with less
restraint than 1s usual -with me.
After a little while he said thatT
had not contributed anything definite
to a settlement of the question. I
dare say I had not, but it is natural
to me to speak even when 1 do:
not pretend to settle questions. He
seems to think that speech 18 useless
for a distinct, practical purpose.
At Blackdeep almost everything
that comes into my head finds

— 80 —
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i3 way to my tongue.® ‘The
repression here is unbearable,

T.ast mnight 1t rained, and
Charles’s overcoat was a little wet
at the bottom. He asked that it
might bg put to the fire. Directly
the came down in the morning he felt
this coat and at breakfast said in his
slow way, ‘ My coat.has not been
idried.” T replied that T was very
wsorry, that I had quite forgotten it,
and that it should be dried before he
was ready to start. I jumped up,
Pbrought it into the room and hung it
on a chair on the hearth-rug. He
did not thank me and appeared to
itake no notice. ‘I am indeed very
sorry,” I repeated. He then spoke.
‘I do not care about the damp: it
ds the principle involved. I have
-observed that you do not endeavour
Systematically to impress my requests.

1. RRABHE, #RIBE, EEES
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on your mind. If you were to take
-due note of them at the time they
are made, and say them aloud two
.or three times to yourself, they
would not escape your memory.
forgetfulness is never an excuse in
business, and I do not see why it
should be at home.” ‘O Charles! I
cried, ‘do not"talk about principles
in such a trifle; I simply forgot.
1 should be more likely to forget my
-cloak than your coat.” He did not
.answer me, but opened a couple of
letters, finished his breakfast, and
then began to write at the desk. I
went upstairs, and when I refurned
to the breakfast room he had gones
In the evening he behaved as if
nothing had passed between us. He
would have thought it ridiculous if
such a reproof had unsettled' a
clerk at the bank, and why should

1. unsattled——unfix d; disordored i
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it unsettle me?  The cléerk .expects
to be taught his lesson daily. So
does every rational being. |

Nothing! nothing! I canimegine
Mrs. Perkins' contempt. if 1 were
to confide in ler. ‘As good a
husband as ever lived. What do
you want, you silly creature? 1
suppose it 's what they call passion.
You should have married a poet.
You have made an uncommonly
gcod match and ought to be thankful.”
A poet! I know nething of poets,
but I do know that if marriage for
passion be- folly, there is no true
marrvizge without 1it.

Blackdeop, 7 Feb, 1839,

I am no clearer now than I was

a fortnight 2ago. I wish I could talk
to somebody, and then perhaps my
thoughts would settle themselves.
Last Sunday I made uwp my mind® X

1. to make wup one’s mind ~—— to
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-would come to you at a!l costs ; then
I doubted, and this morning again I
‘was going to start at once. Now
my doubts have returned. Jim
notices how worried I am, and I
‘make excuses.

I cannot rest while I am not
.able to do more than put you off*
by praying you to bear your lot
‘patiently. Tt is so hard to stand
‘helpless and counsél patience. Could
you give him up® and live here? 1
-am held back, though, from this at
present. 1 am not sure what might
‘happen if you were to leave him.
Perhaps he would be able to foree
you to return. You have no charge
‘to make against him which anybody
‘but myself would understand.

I must still wait for the light

— e

1. to put off —to turn aside from a
parpose BT, - o
2. to give up——to abandon; to ceasa
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which I trust will be given me.
It 1is wonderful how sometimes it
strikes down on me suddenly and
sometimes grows by degrees like the
day over Ingleby Fen. 1 lay in bed
Jafe this morning, for I hadn’t slept
much, and watched it as it spread,
and- I thought of my - Hsther in
London who never sees the sunrise.

Homerton, 14 Feh, 1839.
- There is hardly anything to
record—no event, that is to say—and
yet 1 have been swept on at a pace
which frightens me. = The least word
.or act urges me more than a blow.
Yesterday I made up my accounts
and was ten shillings short.* I went
over? them again and again and
could not get them right. I was
going to put into the cash box ten

1. tenshilling short — 48 T4 22
T4,
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shillings of 'my own money, but
I thought there might be some
mistake and that Charles, who always
examines my- books, would find it
out, and that it would be worse for
me if he had discovered what I had
done than if T had let them tell their
own tale. After dinner he asked
for them, counted my balance, and
at once found out there was ten
shillings too:little. 1 said 1 knew it
and supposed I had forgotten to
put down® something I had spent.
‘ Forgotten again P’ he replied ; ‘it is
unsatisfactory . there is evident want
of method.” He locked the box and
book in the desk and read the
newspaper while I sat and worked.
Next day I remembered the servant
had half-a-sovereign to pay the
greengrocer, and 1 had not seen

1. to tell their own tale~——to reveal
themsslves | o HREEmMER,
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her since I gaveit to her. When-
Charles returned from the bank my
first words were, ‘O Charles, I know
all about the halfsovereign: I amr
so glad., Would not you have
acknowledged you were glad too?”
He looked at me just as he did the
night before. 1 believe he would
rather I had lost the money. * Your:
explanation,” was his response, ‘makes’
no difference: in fact® i1t confirms
my charge of lack of system. 1 have
brought you some tablets which I
wish you to keep in your pocket, and’
you must note in them every outgoing
at the time it is made. These items
are then to be regularly adjusted, and
transferred afterwards.” I could not
restrain myseldf.

“ Charles, Charles,’-I cried, ¢ do
not charge me, as if I had committed

Y

1 in fact really dLE,
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a crime., IFor merey’s sake,* soften !
T have confessed T was careless ; can
you not forgive?’ ‘It is much easier,”
was the answer, ‘to confess and regret
than to amend. I am not offended,
and as to forgiveness 1 do not quite
comprehend the term. It isone [do
not often use. What is done cannot
be undone. If you will alter your
present habit, forgiveness, whatever
you may mean by it, becomes super-
fluous.” Hislips shutinto their usual
rigidity. Nota muscle in them would
‘have stirred if T had kissed them with
tears. No tears rose: 1 was struck
into hardness equal to his own, and
with something added. I fiafed Lim.
¢ Henceforward,' I said to myself, ‘1
will not submit or apolovlse there
shall be war.’
16 Feb. 1839.
I left my letter unfinished.

e

1. for mercy’s sake-—Z A%AYRENES],
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‘War?..How can I make war or
continue at war? 1 could nof keep
up' the struggle for a week. 1 am
.80 framed that I must make peace
with those with whom I have disagre-
.ed or I must fly. I would take nine
steps out of the ten—nay, the whole
ten which divide me from dear
friends: I would say that this or
that was not my meaning. 1 would
abandon all arguing and wash away
differences? with sheer affection.
“Toward Charles I cannot stir.
‘Sometimes, although but seldom,
my brother Jim and I have
quarrelled. Hive minutes after-
wards we have been in one another’s
arms and the angry words were as
‘though they had never been spoken.
Forgiveness is not a remission of
.consequences on repentance. It is

1. to ke:p up——to éontinue HERET
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simply love, a love so strong thatin its
heat the offence vanishes. Without
Jove—~andt so far Charles is right—
forgiveness even of the smallest
mistake is impossible.

It is a thick, dark fog again this
morning. At Blackdeep most likely
1t is bright sunlight. |

Charles does not seem to suspect
that his indifference has any effect
on me. I suppose he is unable to
conceive my world or any world but
his own. If he were at Blackdesp
now.and the sun were shining, would
it be to him a glowing, blessed ball
of fire?

He may ‘have just as much right
to complain of me as I have to com-
plain of him. He sets store on® the
qualities necessary for his business
-and he knows what store the partaners
set on those qualities in him. No

1. to set storo wn——to value highly
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doubt they are of great importance
to everybody. It mustbe hard* for
him to live with a woman who takes.
so little interest in city affairs and

iakes so much of? what to him is of
no importance. He looks down?® upon
me as though I were not able to talk.
on any subject which, for its com-
prehension, requires intelligence. If
he had married Miss Stagg, who has
doubled the drapery business at Hly,.
they might have agreed together
very well. |

This is true, but T come back to-

myself, . The virtues are not enough
for me. Life with them alone is not
worth the trouble of getting up in.
the morning. I thirst for you: I
shall come, whatever may happen.

—

1e bard——unpleasant ¥ 57 A2,
2. tomake much of to pet ; to treats
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Blackdeep, 30 Feb. 1833,

I cannot write an answer to your
fetter. You must come. 1 could not
make up my mind last night, but this
morming the light, the direction, as
my mother used to say, was like a
star. How you remind me of her!
not in your lot but in your ways, and
she had your black hair. She was a
stranger to these parts. Where your
grandfather first saw her I do not
know, but she was from the hill
country in the far south-west. She
never would hear anything against
our flats. When folk asked her if
she did not miss the hills, she turned
on them® as if she had been bornin
the Fens and said she had found
something in them better than hills.
Buthow I do wander on! That hag
nothing to do with you now, althongh
I could tell you, if it were worth

]

1, to turn on——.0 retort IXEARE,
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while,* how it came info my head. 1
shall look out for you this week.

Lombar] Street, 14 Mar 1839.
Dear F¥sther,—You have now
been away three weeks and I shall
be glad to hear when you intend
to return. Your mother I hope is
better,” and if she is not, I trust you
will see that your absence cannot be
indefinitely prolonged. I am writing
at the Bank, and your reply marked
* Private’ should be addressed here..
Some changes, now almost comp!eted,
are being made in the lower rooims at
Homerton which will give me one
for any business of my own.— Your
affectionate husband, |
| (Charles Craggs.

1.- worth while——worth the time:
which it requiras; worth the paics and
expense i {4 B S ayiEfl: (ABILIMES
ﬂ‘i}%ﬁﬁ;ﬁo
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Blackdeep, 17 Mar. 1839.
Dear Charles,—My mother 18 not
well, and I shall be grateful to you if
you will give me another week. I am
‘sorry you have made alterations in
‘the house without saying anything to
me. It will be better now- that I
should not come back till they are
finished.— Your affectionate wife,
Hsther Craggs.

_ Homerton, 19 Marn. 1839,

The paperhangers and painters
‘have left; the carpets will be laid
and the furniture arranged to-day.
I trust to see you when I come
‘home on the 22nd  instant. This
will nearly give you the week you
-desired., I shall be later at the
Bank on the 22nd, but if you are
fatigued with your jowrney there is
‘ne reason why you should neb retire

1. I shall be late at the Bank R{F4E
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to rest, and we will-meet in the
_morning.

Blackdeop, 31 Mar. 1839,

I had hoped for a little delay,

for 1 shrank from the necessity of
‘announeing my resolve, although it
‘has for some time been fixed. I shall
not return. The reason for my
refusal shall be given with perfect
sincerity. I do not love you, and
you do not love me. 1 ought not
to have married you, and I can bub
‘plead the blindness of youth, which
for you 1s a poor excuse. 1 shall be
punished for the remainder of my
-days, and not the least* part of the
punishment will be that I have done
‘'you a grievous injury. Worse,
‘however—ten thousand times worke
~would it be for both of us if we
“were to continue chained together in

1. not the least—-the grea-test%j(ﬁflp
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apathy or hatred. 1 would die for
you this moment to make good:
what you have lost through me, but
to live with you as your wife would
be a crime of which I dare not be
guilty. This is -all, ‘'and this is.
enough.

’ rHomerlten', 24 Mar. 1839

Madam,—I am not surprised at
the contents of your letter of the
21st imstant, nor am 1 suarprised
that your determination should have
been made known to me from your
mother’s house. I have no doubt
that she has done her best® to inflame
you against me. How she contrives
to reconcfle with her religion her
advice to her daughter to break a
divine law® I will not inquire. I

1. to make good to compensate Hji
9. todo one’s best——to do all one can
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am not -going to remonstrate with
you; I will not humiliate myself
by asking you to reconsider your
resolution. 1 will, however, remind
you of one or two facts, and point
out to you the consequences of your
action, so that hereafter you may
be unable to plead you were not:
forewarned. |

You will please bear in mind
that wou have abandoned me; 1
have not abandoned you. You
disappointed me : my house was not
managed in accordance with' my
wishes, but 1 was prepared to accept
the consequences of what 1 did
deliberately and 1 desired to avoid
open rupture. 1 hoped that in time?®.
you would learn by experience that
the maxims which control my
conduct rest on a solid basis ; that L

1. in accordance with ~—-= in harmony
with FE5 e
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was at least to be esteemed, and that
wa might live together in harmony.
T repeat, you have cast me off, though
T was willing you should stay.

You confess you have donz me a
wrong, but have you reflected how
great that wrong is? I have mo
lszal grounds for divorce, and you
therefore prevent me from marrying
again. You have damaged my
‘position in the Bank. Many of my
colleagues, envious of my success,
will naturally seize their opportunity
and propagate false reports, and I
therefore inform you that 1 shall
require of you a4 document which my
golicitor +will prepare, completely
exonerating me. This will be ne-
cessary for my protection. A Bank
manager’s reputation is extremely
gensitive, and a notorious infringe-
ment of any article of the moral code
would in many quarters cause his
commercial honesty to be suspected.

-— 96 —~~
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You allege that you are sincere,
but I can hardly acquit you of
hypoerisy. Y our sentimental excuse
for deserting mie is suspicious.®
| When the document just men-
tioned has been signed, I shall send
'a copy of it to the rector of your
parish. Without it he will know
‘nothing but what you and your
mother tell him, and he will be in a
false position.?

I hereby caution you that I shall
not lose sight of you, and if at any
‘time proof of improper relationship
should be obtained, I shall take
.advantage of it.

Charles Craggs.

. Blackdeep, 26 Mar. 1839.
Dearest Mother,—This letter
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camé this morning, and I send it at
once to you at Ely. Am 1 to answer
1t? When I read some parts I wished
he had been near me that I might
have caught bim by the throat. 1
should have exulted that for once* 1
could move him, although it should
be by terror. 1t is strange that not
until- now did I know he was so
brutal. Notice that, according to
him, if a wife leaves her husband it
must be for a rival. He does not.
understand how much she can hate
him, body and soul, and with no
thought of a lover ; that her loathing
needs no other passion to inflame it
and that the tonch of his clean finger
may be worse to her than a leper's
embrace.

| When I had written so far T was:
afraid. I knelt down and cried to-
.our Father who is in Heaven.— Your

1. {for onca—one time at least FE>
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loving daughter,
Esther.

Ely, 28 Mar. 1839-
You must not reply. I have always
tried not to ansaver back® if it will
do no good. In a way® I am 'not
sorry he-has written in this style to
you. It proves that the leading® 1
bad was true. 1 feared cruel claws:
ever since 1 first set eyes on him
notwithstanding he was so even-tem-
pered, and I am glad he has not
shown them till you are safe in
Blackdeep. I know what you will
have to go through* in time to come,®
but for all that® I am sure I am
right and that you are right. " I am

N

1. toanswer back——to rabuke sancily
ZING ML B
2. in a way in a certa’n senss £
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more sure than ever. I am sorry for
him, but he will soon settle down?
and rejoice that you have gone.
T'hat spiteful word about my religion
does not disturb me. I have my
own religion. I have brousht up
my children in it. I have faught
them to fear God and to love the
Lord Jesus Christ, who has stood
by* mein all my troubles and guided
me in all my straits whenever I have
been willing to wait His ttme. T
bless God, my dear child, that you
have not gone away from your mo-
ther's faith—ay, and your father’s too
—and that you can still pray to your
Heavenly Father in your distress. Be
‘thankful you have been spared the
worst, that you have not grown hard.

I shall come back this week:
your aunt wants you here, and a

1. to settle down——to become quiet

-aft r agitation ZYHMEEENTER,
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change will do you good.

Blackdeep, 10 Apr. 1839,

I am glad you went to Ely, for
yesterday the parson called to see
you. He had received a letter from
Mzr. Craggs, and considered it his duty
as a Christian minister o endeasour
to bring about a reconciliation. 1 told
him at once he might spare himself
the pains, for they would be useless.
He replied that I ougnt to think of
the example. 'Well, at that I broke
out.? I asked him whether that slut
of a Quimby girl wasn't a worse
example, who at five-and -twenty
had married Horrocks, the hoary
old wretch, for his money, and
leads him a dog’s life.? Had he
ever warned either of them ? They

1. to break out——to throw off re-
straint; to exclaim suddenly ¥ 593t; 244
AU HZK,
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2o to church tegular. T was very
free, and I said 1 thought it
was a bright example that a woman
should have given up a fine house
and money in London because there
was no love with them, and should
have ecome back to her mother at
Blackdeep. DBesides, I added, why
should my Esther suffer a living death
for years for the sake of the folk here-
abouts? They weren't worth it. She
was too precious for that. ‘OhY but
‘he went on again, ‘they have souls to
be saved. Husbands and wives may
be led te imagine there is no harm
mn separating, and may yield to the
temptations of unlawful love.” This
made me very hot, and I gave it.him
back sharp® that a sinner could find
in the Bible itself an excuse for his
sin.

—

1. fiee -outspoken RE S IEf%
2, to give it h'm back sharp

to
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He sa2id no more except that it
would be a nice scandal for the Dis-
senters, and that he trusted God
would bring me into a better frame
of mind. He then went away. Tig
reasoning went in at one ear and out
at the other. Parsons are bound to
preach by rale. It is all general; it
~doesn't fit the ins and outs.*

Blackdeep, 1 May 1839.
You had better stop at Hly as
‘long as you can. Everybody 1s gos-
siping, for parson has told the story
as he heard it from your husband. 1t
is worse for Jim than for me, as he
.goss about among people here, and
although they daren’t say anything
to.him about you, there is no mistake
" as to what they think. Mrs. Hor-
rocks inquired after me, and said she
‘was sorry to hear of my trouble.

1. the ins and outs—all the details of
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Jim told her I was quite well, and
that the two cows were now all
right. He wouldn’t let her see he
knew what she meant.

Last night, Jim, who has been
talking for a twelve-month past
about going to his cousin in Ameri-
ca, asked me whether I would not
be willing to leave. I have always
set my face against® it. To turn
my back on® the old house and the:
Fen, to begin again at my time of
life in a new strange world would be
the death of me. More than ever
now am I determined to end my
days here. "They'd say at once we
had fled. No. here we'll bide and
face it out.?

They did not fly. Years went

1. to set one’s face against—— to-
opposz ¥,
2, to twrn one’s back on——to leave (&
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on, and to the astonishment of their
neighbours~—yperhaps they were a
little sorry—there was no sigh that
Esther had a Iover. Mys. Horrocks's
eyes were feline, but she was obliged
to admit she was at fault. Jim mar-
ried, and an agreeable opportunity
was presented for the expression of
amazement that his wife’s father
and mother felt safe in allowing
their child to enter such a family—
but then she come from Norwich.?
The majority of the poor in Black-
deep Fen sided with the Suttons,*
and here and there a pagan farmer
boldly declared that old Mrs. Sutton
and her daughter were of a right
good sort, and that there was not
a straightforrarder®* man than Jim

1. fbfn B RN S/ EEFRIRERS
BN, B Ebh BT, ek
HEBEHAMARE,

2. the Suations
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in Ely market. But to respectable
Blackdeep society the Suttons rema-=
ined a vexatious knot which it could
not unpick and lay straight. Nobody,
as Mrs. Horrocks observed, knew
how to take them. Mrs. Craggs
wore her wedding-ring, and when
she was in Mrs. Jarvis’s shop looked
her straight in the face' and asked
for what she wanted as if she
were the parson’s wife.? But that,
according to Mrs. Horrocks, just
showed her impudence. ‘What a
time that poor <raggs in ILondon
must have had of it:’ (Mr. Horrocks
was not present). ‘Lord! how I do
pity the man.” ‘And yet,) added
Mrs. Jarvis, ‘and yet, you might eat
your dinner?® off Mrs. Craggs’s floor.

1. to look one in the face to regal'd
one firmly or boldlyB: e sl I U Edlo
9, ARG TR R 2 N e Y
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‘T call it hers, for she cleans if.?
Clearly the living-room ought to have
been a pigsty. It was particularly
“annoying that, although Mrs. Sutton
and her family by absence from
church had become infidels, they did
not go to the devil® openly as they
ought to do, and thereby relieve
Blackdeep of that pain and even
hatred which are begotten by an
. obstinate exception to what would
otherwise be a general law. Parson
often preached that everybody was
either a sheep or a goat.? The
Suttons were not sheep-—that was
certain; and yet it was difficult to
-¢lassify them as ordinary Blackdeep

1. ARSI SRS S S
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3. asheep or a goat BEHE KR
ey EBANTAEMEEETE, RIARKEREE
W, BATCAABRAOPE L, BEMER
SELEIOT Ao ARSEIEMMMZRI A, IR 4kE

— 118 ==



M LBREBRBEEL o RYHER
ik ck |y 0 OB ID B8 0 AT Bl %
o2 Wi o mi M Ak e BT I
WELGATGMITE o 38 245
WA HRERTRKFNBLREB S
AHEAERCREBRRAMAET » M
FPHEARLRE—-MIE » LEM
MR ML > MMM EMA
Pl #ZTRI—MHEAH—BHED
ISR EmE N EFERWRo4
MEER—MBALRR—~EH2 > 8
T—ElE o EHBLFREZHEE
— EBR-HBASMET; mEh
ARGEMUGERE DN S8

Wz —H BB A S, I
ALk MR TCTAENB, (FIHEET
SNBTREY , W ATRSEISAIME LA U5 FIIT LR
ML B BARE A AR BT
Mo

—119 —-



-goats, creatures with horns. Mrs.
Jarvis had heard that there was a
peculiar breed of goats with sheep’s
wool and without horns. ‘Histher
‘Craggs,’” she maintained, ‘will one
day show us what she’s after ;* mark
my word, you'll see, 1If that brazen
face means nothing, then 1'm stone-
‘blind.’

After Jim’s marriage Hsther
.continued to manage the house and
the dairy, leaving the cooking to her
sister-in-law and the needlework to
her mother. Soon after five o’cloek
.on a bright summer morning the
labourer going to his work heard the
unbarring of Mrs. Sutton’s shutters
and the withdrawal of bolts. The
casement windows and the door were
then flung open, and Esther generally
.came into the doorway and for a few
minutes faced the sun. She did not

1, after in pursuit or quest of TR
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shut herself up.' She walked the
village like a queen, and no Fen
farmer or squireling® ventured to
jest with her. Mrs. Jarvis could not
be brought to admit her stone-blind-
ness and clung to the theory of
somehody in London ; but as HEsther
never went to lLondon, and nobody
from Liondon came to her, and the
postmistress swore no letters passed
between London and the Sutton
family, Mrs. Jarvis became a little
distrusted, although some of her
acquaintances believed herpredictions
with greater firmness as they
remained unfulfilled. ‘I don’t care
what you may say; don’t tell me,’
was her reply to sceptical objections,
and it carried great weight. |

Esther died of the Blackdeep
fever in the fifth year after she came

1. to shuf oneself up——to imprison
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home- As soon as he received the
news of her ‘death Mr. Craggs mar-
ried Mrs. Perkins, who had been
twelve months a widow, was admitted
into partnership, and is now omne
of the most respected men in the

City.
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