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This hour rule, Mr. Chairman, compels us to

economize time very closely, and consolulate ideas

as much as possible. 1 will try and do so, that l

may not write out any thing more than 1 shall

^Twish to say a few plain things in a plain way.

I wish to say a little for Buncombe— not only tho

western but the eastern Buncombe, which I repre-

sent; and, if honorable gentlemen arc not desirous

to hear this, I advise them to take themselves, on

this rainy day, to a more comfortable place than

this. 1 intend most of what I say for my constitu-

ents. I have not spokeii before, because 1 thought

when matters of such vast magnitude were in-

volved, we ought to wait and hear wliat the p'-oplc

at home have to say of them. No\y, I feel prepared

not merely to express my own opinions, but those

also ofmy honest constituents. I hope to say no-

thing olJensivc to any gentleman. Certainly, I

have no such desire. I shall most carefuhy avoid

to strike the first blow. If I am assailed, I must

take care of myself in the best way I may. And
now to come right at i I.

I have heard a great deal said here, and read

much recently, of '"encroachment on the South—
aggressions on the South;" and, though I know wc
have cause in some respects to complain of the con-

duct of a portion of our northern people, I cannot

include the wliolc North in the just censure due to

the conduct of Uie aggressors. I have attentively

watched the debate here and in the Senate. I have

looked at the party newspapers of the day, and I

have been brought (o the settled belief, yea con-

viction, that much of the hue and cry is caused by

a malignant wish to embarrass the Administra-

tion, and to build up the party whom the people

hurled from power in November, 1848. iMan^ of

the speeches here, relative to the admission ot Cali-

fornia, are marked by unkind allusion to the .Presi-

dent, and sometimes improper and furious, though

feeble, aspersions as to his motives.

It seemed to me that if gentlemen, from the South

especially, believed our peculiar institutions were

in danger, they would desire to produce harmony
offeeling, to speak calmly as to brethren in the midst

of a common danger; that they would try and pro-

duce united action. Dut instead of manifesting

such a disposition, the Administration is ruthlessly

assailed, and the Whig party fiercely denounced.

For examples of these party speeches, I refer to

that of the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr.

Brown.) and of the gentleman from Maryland,

(Mr. McLank.) who on this matter made a party

speech, and tried, as he did before thp House was
organized, to blow his boatswain's whi.-'.le and pipe

all hands on his side to duty. There were other

speeches of a like character. I want to show this

agitation, this attempt to excite alarm, is now, as

it was last summer in the southern States, for party

purposes. I believe I can show it.

In 1837, when Mr. Van Buren wa.s President, an
abolition petition, presented by a gentleman from

Vermont, I think, produced a great tumult here.

A southern meeting was held in a committee-room
down stairs. Patton's resolution, which rejected

abolition petitions, was the fruit of that meeting.

Presenting this petition was one of Mr. Calhoun's

_

"encroachments." Mr. Van Buren's frienda fojiud;||

it necessary to sustain him, aa a " northern manjS|

with southern principles," and then h(V mad6
abolition excitement the platform (or ]m':^cmn:m
to the Presidency. In vain did the Whigs; atUh^'M
time warn the southern country he WQirid}:bo,a;||

traitor; that his past life had shown be was unsound^;KT|

upon the question of slavery. No matter w^t-^^^^^^

should be the consequence to the Southy^s:g?in^||

was to be played. In 1S3S, when Mr. WoodburygK
wasuiVan Burcn'scabinet, and was engaged in tljiat;g^^^

interesting correspondence to. his fiut»-treaaurerB,^^^^^^^^^

Mr. Atherton, of New Hampshire, who was calledrJ

the prince of humbugs, introdticed.his Avoodentf||,

nutmeg, douirhfaced, chivalry rcsolutione; a cau<;us -^lij

was held in which southern Van Buren DemooratB.;tK'

sat side by side with the worst anii-slavery men; tront^y

;

which secret caucus all the southern Whigs ware

excluded; and tliesc resolutions, then denounced oB^jj^

Janus-faced and double- meariing, were the hybnd^?|p

ofTspring of that caucus. These resolutions wer|-iii|

to nn5<»* agitation. I denounced them, and refused, fjSi

to Vote .for them, and I was sustained -at home.
:|f];

They we're also denounced, if I mistake not, by

other southern gentlemen, as betraying the South.

[xV late article in the Republic, m this city, ex-

poses the Atherton caucus, by giving a true account '

'St!

'I
liS

of their origin.] , ...
When General Karrisoii was nominated, de was

denounced as an Abolitionist. Mr. Clav waa an

Abolitionist; and Mr. Van Buren's doughfaces were

the friends and "allies of the South.'^ I hope the
..j,

race of doughfaces is extinct. They were a miser-

able set of beings, -mere puppets of Van Buren,—

anti-slavery men at home, allies of the South here. '
tj|-i

Now and then, one is alive, mourning for the loat^
|

spoils, and editing a paper that tries toa arni tlie^.,iiu

South by the old^song, of 183S, "The Whigs are

Abolitionists. Once we were told, therc;^ are no

Democratic Abolitionists at the North. Now how
chantrcd! Even in the Senate, a member of tiiat

body'^(Mr. Clemens, of Alabama, a Democrat, o*

the 17th January, 1850) said:

i/ClIlUUl clU-> mw. »i»^..v..^. . "|a

sion, and I was glad to have an opportunity otcx-

•plaining it to them. God dehver me from such «

'friends as the northern Democrats! I leouldraUur
' trust northern Whigs to day. They coramencfed the

' game earlier, and have not to go so far to getm a
' proper position. Look at the resolutions of Demo-
' cratic legislatures and the messages of Democratic
« governors, and the resolutions adopted by Demo-
' cratic conventions, and then tell me about north-

' crn Democrats being the friends of the South.

Mr. Calhoun, too, thinks all the northern people

are "more or less hostile, to us." Sir, I will not

admit that either of the great parties of the Worth,

as such, are hostile to the South. Some inembers

of each are hostile—are fanaticaWbut the great

body of both parties at the North, I cannot oelieye,

arc traitors to the Constitution and the Union. And,

sir, it affords me pleasure to say, that when I near

bold and manly speeches, such as those.made by, ,,4;

the fi-entlemen from Illinois (Mr. Bissbll|,. and

from Indiana (Mr. Fitch,) I honor theirmtrc- ,
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pidity—I feel thai the Union is safo. Tho time has
passed I hope when I can be unjust to a patriot, be-

cause he (lilTcrs with me in political opinions. My
intcrcf)ursc with members of the Democratic party
in my own State Legislature removed many pre-

judices—my intercourse with gentlemen of that

party here has proved that many of them are true
to the Union; and upon such questions as those now
un(ier discussion here, I shall oc proud to be allow-

ed to tender them the right liand of fellowship, and
to acknowledge them as worthy laborers in a com-
mon cause. But I speak not here of the dough-
faces—the men who, for party purposes, agitate
the country, that they may win the spoils of oflico.

I had rathci' meet Abolitionists here than such
men—if they can be called so.

. No; I would say, with a slight alteration of one
of Canning's verses

:

"Give me the avowed, erect, and manly foe;

Open, I can meet, perhaps may turn his blow;
But of all the plagues, great Heaven, thy wrath

can send,
Save, oh save me from a doughface friend !"

But, sir, to pursue my argument. In proof of
the charge I make, that there is a desire to produce
agitation for party purposes, I beg attention to a
abort extract from the " Union" newspaper (Demo-
cratic) of this city. I call the attention of my hon-
est Democratic colleagues to this. In the " Union-'
of February 14, lSoO,l find the following:
'The southekn Wiugs have provkd them-

selves TO BE THE WORST KNEZVIIES OV THE SOUTH.
AND OP SOUTHERN IJ?ST1.TUTI0NS. BuT THE PRESENT
IS NO TIME FOR CRIMINATION ASu RECRIMINATION.
Let THE PATRIOTS OF ALL PARTIE.-;-," &C., &0.
" No time for crimination?" Then why deal

in it? " Patriots of all parties!" But as the «o>-<A-

ern Whigs are ceaselessly denounced as Abolition-
ists, and the soulhirn Whig's "enemies of tho South,"
who are the " all parties?"' Tliose, I suppose, who
vote for the " regular iiominces ol the Democratic
party!"
My Democratic coUcag'ues, I know, cannot jus-

tify sucli conduct. 1 will not dcscenii to crimina-
tion; but what an argument! If the whole North
arc hostile to the Soutli, and if the southern Whigs
are " the worst encnues of the South and southern
institutions," what are to become of these southern
States in which the Whigs have t!ic majority?

Besides this extract, just quoted, there are others
of like character—one of whicii was read to us yes-
terday, by the gentleman from Florida, (Mr. €a-
SELL.)
In the Union of February 28, ISoO, in the lead-

ing editorial article, we arc told: "The alliance
' of northern Abolition-Federalists, and southern
' slaveholding Whigs, has attemptcri to prostrate
' the Democratic party of the North, who stood for
' half a century hrmly by the compromises of the
' Constitution, which protected southern institu-
' tions, and it has succeeded in compelling the
' northern Democracy to modify its position jn
• relation to THE INSTITUTIONS AND INTERESTS
• OP THE SOtJTH."
No "time for crimination!" And the northern

Democracy has "modified its position." How? By
alliance with the Abolitionists? There are other
char^cD of like character in this and other papers,
which I have no time to read.

Sir, is this no proof of the design to agitate for
party effect? It proves that now, as in 1838, it is,

what my colleague from the Buncombe district
called it, "a game." In his speech, in 1844, my
colleague, (Mr. Clingman,) as reported in the
Appendix to^ the Congressional Globe, 2Sth Con-
gress, Ist session, relcrred to the "fact that, al-
• though there was near eighty Democratic mem-
• bers from the free States in the House of Ilcpie-
• sentatives, only thirteen, ' with all possible coax-
' ing,' voted for the rule. How is it with the south-
' em wing of the party? Its members make most

' vehement speeches in favor of the rule; declare
' that the Union will be dissolved if it is abolished;
' and charge as high treason all opposition to it.

• They are espcciallv vehement in tneir denuncia-
' tion of me, and desire to make the impression
' that its loss, if it should be rejected, is mainly to
' be attributed to my speech a,gainst it."******
"The game which they have been playing off is

' seen through by everybody here, and it is getting
• to be understood in the country."
Just as the game which the Bobadils are playing

off now is understood, and I adopt the language of

my colleague in what follows: I think it was true
of the party to whom it was applied then, in 1844,

and especially true now, of those of tho South who
wish disorder should reign, and of the one-idea
fanatical Wilmot proviso men of the North. Hear
these words: "The game which they have been
' playing off is seen "through by everybody here,
' antf it IS getting to be understood in the coimtry.
' There was a time when gentlemen, by giving
• themselves airs and talking largely of southern
' rights in connexion with this subject, were able
' to give themselves consequence at home. But
' that day has passed. Its mock tragedy has de-
' generated into downright farce, and nobody will
' be humbugged much longer in this way. But
• the matter is important in one respect. Nothing
' could more fully show the utter protligacy of the
• party, its total want of all principle, than the
' course of its nortiiern and soutlicrn wings on this

• question. They liope, iiowevcr, by thus spread-
' ing their nets, to drag in votes in both sections of
• tJie Union, and thereby got into power."
Yes, sir, there's the true secret of this agitation:

"gel into power"—"to the victors belong the

spoils"—adhere to Democratic nominations, even
for doorkeeper, or the Granite doughfaces will let

the Union be dissolved.

I concur in what my colleague said of this agita-

tion in 1844, and especially in a note to his- speecTi, in

which he says, that "a certain prominent southern
' politician, seeing that his course had rendered
' him unpopular generally, seized upon this ques>
• tion to create excitement between liic North and
' the South, and unite the South tiiereby into a po-
' litical partV; of v.'hich he expected to be the head.
'There "are also individuals .-jt the North, who,
' though professinir opposition to the rule, are, in
' my opinion, really desirous of its continuance,
' as a means of producing agitation in that quar-
' tcr. A portion of them entertain the hope that
' the excitement there may attain a sullicicnt height
' to enable them successfully to invade the institu-
• tions of the South; but the larger number are siin-

' ply seeking to produce a strong prejudice in the
' popular mind in the free States a":ainst southern
' institutions and men, on which to oasea political
' party strong enough to control the offices of the
• country."
Now, sir, I think a certain prominent southe.rn po-

litician is playing the same game, and tho one-idea
Wilmot proviso men arc still trying to control the

offices of the country. Some want to got to Con-
gress, or to stay there, or to be placed at the head
of some important committee, by voting for the
"favorite candidate" of tho part}'.

It was a " gainc" when my colleague referred to

it; it is a "game" now. I fear my colleague does
not remember this speech.

,

Mr. Clingman said, yes.

Mr. Stanlv. Well, sir, I will print the extract
from tho speed) of 1844, and let it go to Buncombe
with the late speech of my colleague.

Yes, sir, " the game" is still to be played, and
now the "refusal to surrender fugitive slaves" is

another northern aggression complained of. I ad-

mit the northern States have acted b.idly in this in-

stance. Both parties have played the game too far,

of trying to get abolition votes. I cannot sec how
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vny man who litis aworn to support the Conatitution

;aii refuse to pass any law that may be deemed
necessary. The conduct of the northern States in

this respect is admitted by some of their own citi-

zens to lie witliout excuse. No one condemns it more
decidedly than I do, and 1 lielieve, from all I have
heard, this abuse will be remedied.

lJut still, the noise made about this irf part of the

"game," part of tiie "party operations." One
would suppose from speeches made here, that no
slaves hati escaped from the South until Cass's
defeat.

But to the recent history of this. In 1S38, shortly

after the Atiibuton resolutions were passed, a

worthy gentlemt^.n from Kentucky, then a member
of this House, iiitroduceil a resolution I hold in my
hand, which I will print

—

"Mr. Caluoox, of Kentucky, moved that tiic

rules in relation to the order of business be sus-

pended, to enable him to move a resolution; which
was read al the clerk's table, and is in the words
following, viz:

"Resolved, That the Committee on the .Judiciary

be instructed to report a bill making it unlawful
for any person to aid fugitive slaves in escaping
from their owners, anrl providing for the punish-
ment in the couris of the United States of all per-

sons who may be guilty of such ofVeticc.

"And that they be further instructed to report a
bill making it unlawful for any person in the uon-
glaveholding States of this Union to use any means
to induce slaves from their owners, and providing
for the puni-;bment, in the courts of th'c Uniteil

States, of al! persons who may be foimd guilty of

such offence.

"And on the question—Shall the rules be sus-

pended for the purpose aforesaid?

"It passed in tbf. no.gativo—yeas 90, na^/s 107."

Among the nays were Mr. Athkiitok and fifty-

four other northern "allies of the South."
Now, sir, is it not singular, iliatfrom ifuit period

doivn to the present, as far as my knowledge extends,

no effort lias beenrnade, tirdil General Taylors elec-

tion, to demand additional legislation upon this sub-

ject?

If any such clTort has been made, I do not know it.

Were there no fugitives slaves since 183S? Well,
Mr. Van Huron was President three years after

that, and no bill passed for fugitive slaves. In tiie

twenty- fifth Congress, from 1837 to 1839, Mr. Polk
was Speaker. From 1839 to 1841, twenty-sixth Con-
gress, Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, wo^ Speaker—Dem-
ocratic majority here, and no bill for fugitive
slaves

!

Tyler wnsPrcsidentfrom Anril,Ml, to March, 1845.

During the first year of Tyler's term, Mr. White,
of Kentucky, was Speaker; and from 1843 to 1S45,

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, was Speaker, and a Demo-
cratic majority here, with a Virginia President,
and no bill for reclaiming fugitive slaves ! ! Then,
from March, 1845, to Marcli, 1849, Mr. Polk, a
southern President, and during two years Mr.
Davis, of Indiana, Democratic Speaker, and still

no bill for the reclamation of fugitive slaves ! !

Nothing said by Virginia members even, from 1838
till now !

Mr. Venable. Will my honorable colleague
allow me to remind him that before the presidential
canvass, at the first session of the last Congress, on
ihe abduction of a nuujber of slaves from this Dis-
trict, I raised that question and delivered a speecii
upon ihatsuJ'jcct?

Mr. Stanly. My collca"-ue may have rai.sed the
question at that time, but tTiere was no legislative
action in this House on that subject; nor'any at-
tempt to procure any, that 1 know of. And my
colieag|(e raised (he question, wlien there was groat
exeitcment here, on account of one actof outrage.
He did not still try to procure action on the part
of Congress to enable the ---outhern people to re-

cover their slaves.

Mr. Havly. Will the gentleman allow me to put
him right on a matter of fact.''

Mr. Stanlv. If not out of my time. s.

Mr. Bayly understood the gentleman to say that,

from 1838, the time of ATHRn,TON'« resolution, to

this time, nothing has been said by Virginia mem-
bers on the subject of tlic surrender of fugitive

slaves.

Mr. Stan i.y. Nothing for the action of Congress.
Mr. Bayi-y. Well, the .sTdjjectwas beforo tho

Legislature of Virginia in 1841 and 1842; an'd it

was never brou<jht before this House, because wc
came to tho conclusion that the law of 1793 wOs sxa

nearly perfect as it could be, and that it only re-

quired that it should be executed in good faith.

Mr. Stanly, Yes, sir, and you changed your
opinion of that law aa soon aa General Taylor w'as

elected President. And I would ask, why legislate

further, if that law is sutticient? We cannot create

"good faith" by act of Coni^rcss. I admit, Mr.
Chairman, that Virginia is still a ^reat and glori-

ous Commonwealth. She has mucn to be proud of

in the past history of this country. She needs-no
eiilogy from me; and, though I must censure, and
shall ridicule tho conduct of some of her public
men, I shall speak respectfully of the State, many
of my dcarqst friends and nearest relatives reaido

within her borders, and they have, I believe, done
no discredit to her, in peace or in war. But, sir,

the Old Dominion is too much in the habit of taking-

care of the atfairs of the General Government,' and
tho debates in hor Legislature arc not as important
in the eyes of the country a? they are to the Chair-
man of Ways and Means, (Mr. Bayly.) And I

should be glad to know why, if the representatives
from Virginia thought the law of 1793 sufficient^

did the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Meade,)
introuuoe his ruaolution soon alter General Taylor's
election, proposing to instruct the Committee on
the .ludiciary to report a bill providing for the ap-
preiiension of fugitive slaves?

So I repeat, from 1838 to 1848, until December,
1848, when the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
Meaoe) offered his resolution, all the southern'
Democracy, now crying out at this dreadful ag-
gression, never moved a. fiuger to prac;ure any law
relative to fugitive slaves! No, sir; they wore "as
mute aa a moiise in a cheese." Yes, sir, as a first

family Virginia mouse in an English cheese. The
reason was, at my colleague (Mr. Venable) said
in some poor vorses quoted by him in his speech^

—

"The laurels were fiiirly portioned.

The spoils were fairly sold."

Mr. Venable. The "lands," I said.

Mr. Stanly. I accept the correction: it w^as

printed "laurels," but my colleague is right; tho
southern Democracy, whatever of "spoils" they
got, won no "laurels" during the last ten years
with their northern allies.

No, sir, the truth is, Cass was a "used up man,"
Taylor was elected; the "spoils" were gone; the
cohesive pov/er was lost.

Truly, as Job said, "Doth the wild ass bray when
he hath grass: or loweth the ox over his fodder?"

I have watched the progress of the debate in the
Senate, and from the published speeches in tho
newspapers, I see a respectable Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. Mason) said he wanted the bill acted
on "as soon as practicable," but had "little hope
it would afford the remedy it is intended to afford;"
"it depends upon the loyalty of the people to whom
it is directed."
Another Senator (from South Carolina—Mr. But-

ler) said "he had no very great confidence .that
' this bill will subserve the ends whieh seem to be
' contemplated by it." Why then, I ask, no zeal-

ously urge the passage of it? One of these Senators
(Mr. Ma.son) also intimated that it might becdme
necessary, for the States whose citizens lost negroes,
"to make reprisals on the citizens of the State of-
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fonding!" Now tliid, Ji seems to mo, would be but
u poor way of doing justice to our citizens. If one
rogiic in Ohio or Petinsylvania steals a negro, wc
arc to take the wagon- horse of some honest old

fanner, who livcil hundreds of miles from tlie thief!

Will not Ihid produce civil war? Will it enable us

to recorer fugitive slaves.''

Now, sir, I think I have proved that this new-
: born zeal for legislation to enable us to recover

fugitive Blavcs is all owing to the defeat of General
Cass.
Well, sir, among oth(!r reasons given why we

should think of disstdutioii, is the fact tlial the south-
ern States arc annoyed by the " agitation of Aboli-
iioniats." The southern address eays, I think, it

commenced about (h(5 year 1S35. It commenced,
sir, before the year 1787. The Quakers have for

more than a Imndred years been opposed to sla-

Vi^ry. In 1671, George Fok advocated einnncipa-
tion. Jiut the aggressive agitation consisted in

sending abolition petitions. And I rcmeuiber well,

before the repeal of the "twenty- first rule," southern
, gentlemen said if that rule should be repealed, and

these petitions received, the Union would be dis-

solved. JWy colleague (I\Ir. isiAN) had the
boldness to vote against the tv.'i uty lirst rule. I

i commend him for it. But he wi > ".lonounced by
various southern gentlemen—by Mr. A. V. Hkowk,
afterwards govenior of Tennessee; Mr. Conn, of
Georgia, our Speaker j Mr. Stiles, of Georgia, and
by Mr. II. M. Saundkrs, of North Carolina. Houiu
extracts of their speeches are before inc, p.nd I will

print them, to show them how much mistaken they
were. Mr. lJuowN,ofTennessoe.wasarguingagainst
making the petitions " the subject of reference, rc-

Eort, and debate in this hall." " Our safety," said

e, "depends upon it." lie begged the "real
friends" of the South, if they coulcl not altogether
exclude those petitions, not to refer Ihcm lor de-
bate, Sac. And he added :

"The South will hold no man guiltless who shall
' go one inch beyond the right of petition. He must
' answer for every lire that may be kindled, and
' for every drop of blood that may be shed. Yes,
- sir, I will say to the gentlemen from New York
« and from North Carolina, (Mr. Clingman,) if

• this House shall go one inch beyond that, they
• may. have to stand answerable tor the shattered
• and broken fragments of the Union itself."— [See
Append. Cong. Globe, 2Sth Congress, 1st Session.]

Mr. Conn, of Georgia, after complimenting the
northern Democracy for their devotion to tlieinter-

cflts of the South, for their "sincere frientlship,"

referred to the fact that some of the northern be-
mocracy were abandoning the rule, on account of
the opposition of some few southern members to it;

and he said

:

"Thus it is that the defection of our nortlicrn
' friends is attributable to our own divisions. Let the
• fact then be published to the country, that tiie

• rcaponsibility of this measure may rest upon those
• who justly deserve it, upon whom an indignant
' and outraged people may place the seal of their
' condemnation. I trust, however, that no such
' division will be found to exist; no southern Demo-
• crat, I am sure, will abandon liis post; and but few,
• if any, of the southern Whigs will be found fol-

• lowing in the wake of the gentleman from North
' Carohna."— [Appen. Cong. Globe, 25lh Cong.,
1st Session.]

I have au extract before me from the speech of
Mr. Stiles, of Georgia, which I will print. Mr.
Stiles spoke under excitement, and very wildly.
Extract from the speech of Mr. Stiles, of Geor-

gia, House of Representatives, January 28, and 30,

1844, on the twenty-fifth rule relating to abolition

Setitions. In replying to the remarks of Mr.
LINGMAN—Appendix to Congressional Globe, 2Stli

Congress, Istsesaeon, page 262—he spoke of the Con-
etitution as a citadel, a fortress; and this rule was
"a barrier," and he said:

"Whilst that remains, the fortress stands; when.
' it is gone, the fortress falls. That barrier can be
' removed only by some one within. The ftn'tress

' can be taken, the citadel lost, nnhi b\i tnachmi in
' the camp. I will pursue the simile ho farther. But
' let me tell the member from North Carolina, that
' if this rule is lost from the relation in which ho
' stands to, and thepart which he has borne, in this
' transaction, he may go home to his constitucsnts
' and to his gnive covered with the unenviable im-
' mortality of having betrayed the interests of the
• South, in having surrendered the Constitution of]

' his country."

Mr. SAL'NOEns. of North Carolina, thought with
others whose remarks I have just quoted:

Mr. R. M. Saundeus, arguing against the argu-
ment that to receive petitions wcnild silence the
"clamor about the right of petition," said: "Tho.y
' might as soon expect to extinguish the conflagra-
* tion by adding fuel to the flames. 1 repeat, then,
' there Is but one alternative— rejection v.'ithout ac-
' tion, or reception and action. There is no mid-
' die ground can satisfy those who are resolved tu
' press tliis matter, whatever its consiecjuoi'ccs."

—

[Appendix to Cong. Globe, 2Sth Cong., 1st Session—
.fanuary, IS'M, page 85.]

How much mistaken! Since the repeal of the

rule, how sekiom wc see an abolition yictition!

Mr. Saunders appeared to have been sincerely,

distressed. He appealed to the douglifaces in an
extract before Uic

:

"Mr. Saunoi:us said : I ask the gentlemen from
' Maine if there be any fiere, who have hitherto
' stood by us, why they shoidd now give way.'' I.

' turn to our friends from Connecticut, and ask
' them why they should yield.^ If I appeal in vain,.
' I turn to those by whom I know the appeal will
' be answered— to patriotic New Hampshire, whoso
' sons, like hci- granite basis, have hitherto breast-
' ed the storm; they, I know, will not give way.
' So I call upon our friends from the Keystone State-
' net to surrender because a single .soldier in the
' South has denerted xis on this trying ccca.sion."

—

[See Appendix Cong. Globe, 2Stli Congress, 1st ses-

sion.]

IIow much mistaken, I say again, these gentle-

men were! Mr. Clay always argued—receive

these petitions, and much of this clamor will cease..

The result shows he was right. When I had th.c

honor of being in Congress in 1S39, while the twen-
ty-first rule was in force, I do not think I exagge-
rate when I say, that during the period of three or
fiiin- montiis, we bad what were called abolition pe-

titions presented here, signed by more than one
hundred thousand men and women. Like the/

camomile tlower, "the more it is trodden upon, the

faster it grows," this right of petition when denied
was most earnestly asserted. How stands the fact

now? We have been hero more than three months,,

and not one single abolition petition has been pre-

sented! Hence'the Union will not be dissolved be-

cause of this aggression. This aggression has

ceased. No, sir, there is no danger to this Union
from any such cause. In this happy land,' our
people v.'ill occasionally be guilty of some extrava-

gant conduct. We have a numerous population,

who are not always employed.
What was said by one of England's great poets

of her people, can with truth be said of our.s

—

"Whose only grievance is excess ofea.se.

Freedom their pain, and plenty their disease."

When thev cannot war against the twenty-first-

rule, they will form peace societies. Noble motives

prompt thein in this. These agitjitors, comprising
a small portion of our northern people, n|t only

seek distinction by their noisy opposition to slavery,

but they contend among other thin^'^s for what they

term "the rights of women." I do not know what,

are the riglits they claim; whether they think wo-



nuiii shduld vote, slioulc! come to Congrcas, &c.;
{)ut if they g'ivc to the New Eng'land women more
rights) than those our Nortli Carolina women liavc,

thoy will not iiavc a republican government.
Some of these agitators do not believe any judge

haH a right to administer an oath. They do not
acknowledge the authority ofany magi.strato. Such
people d(;scrvo our pity or contempt. They ought
not to be reasoned with. Denunciation, like the
storm upon the traveller, but makes them fold the
cloak of prejudice closely around tlicm, and go on
with more energy. Forbearance toward.s thoir fol-

lies— .'is it did with their right of petition—like the
influence of the sun, wilTdrive them to the shades
of retirement.
But complaint is made against the North because

they will not stop the agitation and aggression of
these fanatics, llow can they stop them.'' New
York cannot quiet the disturbances of her Anti-
renters. A mob in the city of New York last year,
because of some misunderstanding between two
actors, nearly destroyed a. valuabli; building, and
caused the (feath of several persons. IVIassachu-
setts, some years ago, could not in her peaceful
borders prevent tfie destruction of a convent.
Dorrism nearly produced civil war in Rhode Island.
Philadelphia has had a churcfi destroyed, and an
abolition hall burnt down by her staid population.

If these terrible outbreaks cannot be prevented,
how can the northern people suppress fanaticism ?

And yet we arc told by gontlomen, (he Union will
be dissolved unless this agitation ceases.

Who can reason with fanaticism i

" You may as well go stand upon the beach,
And bid the mainllood bate his usual height

;

You may as well use question with the wolf,
Why he hatli made the ewe bleat fur the lamb;
You may as well forbid the mounfnin pines
To wag their high tons and to make no noise,

When they are fr'etteu with the gusts ofHeaven"

—

as try and suppress fanaticism by reason or by
law.

We give more importance to these agitators than
they deserve., by supposing that ail who are opposed
to slavery are disposed to interfere with slavery in
the States. It is a great mistake. Our Quakers,
in North Carolina an^l elsewhere, arc all opposed to

slavery. Jn IS'2-I, 1 think, Mr. R. M. Saunpers
presented one of their petitions .here. The <iua-
kers, in all countries, are among our be.it popula-
tion. They are industrious, sober, orderly. They
try and do unto others as they wish others to do
unto them. Rut they are no agitators. It is a part
of their religion to oppose slavery. Every year
they exprcss,"in mild terms, their opposition to it.

I received, from niy district, a few day's since, a
paper before me, from one of the best men 1 ever
Knew—a Quaker. It is entitled "Minutes of the
' North Carolina yearly meeting, held at New
' Garden, Guilford county, llth month, 1S49."
They send a memorial to the Senate and House of
Representatives, in which they say

—

" Your memorialists further show, that they be-
' lieve themselves conscientiously const.-ained to
' bear their testimony against the uiu'ighteous sys-
' tern of slavery. Many of them have made pecu-
' niary sacrifices to obtain a quiet conscience:
' and tiiey respectfully ask Congress to take the
' subject under deliberation, ana legislate for its

' amelioration or extinction as far as they constitu
' tionally can. For wo believe it to be anti-ch.-is-
' tian iu practice, inasmuch as it is at variance
' with the divine precept of 'doing to other.'? as we
' would they should do io us.' We believe it tu be
' anti-republican. becau;e it does not afcord with
' the declaration of y\meri<'an inilcpc udcure—with
' that self-evident truth, that all men are created
' equal, und endowed by thinr Creator with <-ertain
' inalienable rights; that among these are life, lib-
' srty, and tiie pursiiit of" Innnincs.

** And wc suggcDt, for your cojisidcration, tho
' propriety of our government acknowledging the
' mdcpcndcnco and nationality of the llcpuHlic of
' Liberia, and extending to her the same comity as
' other nations.

" Your memorialists and pelitioncrs doaire that
you may be guided and influenced in your logis'

' fation by that wisdom which is profitable to di-
' rect—which is first pure, thou peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated."

Now, these men are among our best citizens;

some of them were slaveholders. I know one who
emancipated fifty slaves. It would be a moderate
estimate to say he sacrifiiced to his conscience twen-
ty-five thousand dollars. Yet the.se people would
bo the last to encourage violence. These men would
not fight; but in the hour of trial I believe many of
them would do as one did in Rhode Island in tho
Dorr rebellion. He found a soldier at his post ex-
hausled by fatigue and want of food. "B^-icnd,"
he said, "I cannot use arms; but I will take care of
thy musket until thou hast rcfre-shmciit." Ask
these men what has been the elFcct of the agitation
of Abolitionists, and they will tell you it has checked
emancipation. I contend that it is wrong to sup-
pos>; that the great body of our northern people,
who believe slavery to oe an evil, as our Quakers
do, are therefore disposed to interfere with the
southern States, or are "cneuues of the South!"

But, to another "aggression on the South." In
1843, Massachusetts pas.sed resolutions recommend-
ing a change in the Constitution of the United
States. The reconunendation wa.s, that the third
clause of the second section of the first article ofthe
Constitution should be so changed as to abolish the
representation of thesouthern States for their elaves.
This proposition was denounced as tending to dis-
union. A gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. GiL-
i*iEH,) and one from South Carolina, (Mr, BuitT,)
said of it, "a proposition precisely similar to that
' nov>r under consideration was made by the notori-
' i)us Hartford convention." f think when that
atnendtnent is made others will be made, iind dis-
luiion will be the inevitable consequence.

But thou'jh the Legislature of Massachusetts did
wrong in this instance, it does not follow that while
our present Constitution stands, she would inter-
fere with slavery in the southern States. If it

evinces a disposition to interfere, it admits also tho
svant of power under the Constitution. Our State
Legislatures sometimes do silly things. They re-

solve one year against the resolvcB of the year be-
fore. But I wish to call the attention of my col-

league. (Mr. CtJfiGM.^N,) who no doubt regurds
these Massachusetts resolutions as an "aggression,"
to some proceedings of the last Legislature of our
State. We had before us, in the winter of ia4S-'43,
a proposition to amend our State constitution. In
the gubernatorial canvass of '48, an issue unwisely
was made, upon the propriety of strikin"- out from
our State constitution, a provision which requires
that all voters for the Senate shall own fifty acres of
land. The Democrats raised the cry of "fre« suf-
frage." The Whig candidate—a most estimable
gentienrd.n—was understooil to oppo.se free suffrage;
ag might have been expected, the Democrats near-
ly elected their candidate in a State tliat gave Tay-
lor more than eight lhou.gand majority over CAssi
Hut when the proposition was brought forward to
amend our cotistitution, some of the members from
my colleague's (Mr. Clinosian's) district were
earnest in advocating tlie "white basis." They
probably remembered what my colleague said in
iii.s spi.ech iu Dereivdjcr, 1847, of the "white race
' being superiur to the black; of course a country
' filled witli the furnier is more vigorous and pros-
' perous than one filled with a mixed race."

When the proposition was before the LcgislaturCp
other amfiidmcril.-3 were oll'ored be.-;idc that relating
to " free suffrage."
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Thatl may be uiuloralood, let jnc state, tliat by
our State constitution the IIouho of Commone is

composed of mcnibct's elected fioin tlic counties

"nccorciincf to tlieir federal jjoputation." The ar-

ticle seems" to have been copied from the Constitu-

tion of the United States, wliich Massachusetts
wished to amend in 1843—the " third clause of the

second section of the first article." One western
gentleman proposed in the Nortii Carolina Legis-
latui-c

:

^ "Andbr. it further enacted, Tiiat the Constitution
be so amended as to provide that the Senate shall

hereafter bo apportioned among' the several coun-
ties of this State according' to the Federal bafis, and
the members of the House of Commons according to the

white population of the State.'"

For this amendment forty-one western members
voted, Whigs and Democrats, and aniong- them
some of the best men in our State.

Another gentleman proposed " tliat, in all future
arrangements ofSenaloriai districts, the whole nmn-
ber of white population of the State idone shall be
divided by fifty, and every fiftieth part of the white
fOjivlation alone shall be entitled to a Senator."
Our State senators are elected according to a ba-

sis of taxation.
Another gentleman—a bolder and truer man is

rarely to be found—proposed an amendment, that
" the members of the House of Commons be appor-
tioned according to the white population of the
State." Rejected—yeas 36, nays (3(5. And then,
just as these political movements are made in the
northern States, another gcutli aian from my col-

league's district (Mr. Clingmak) moved that "the
words fed. ral population" be struck out of the con-
stitution, and " free white population" be inserted
in the stead. Rejected—28 to 66.

This last gentleman—a Dcmocrjit—thought lie

would go beyond what the Whig member had pro-
posed. Shall these men be called Abolitionists?

No, sir, no; they \vould be the first to take up arms,
if it 'were necessary, against them. But in Massa-
chusetts a proposition "of the like character is de-
nounced as being " the resultof the wicked designs
of ambitious agitators and ignorant fanatics." 1

ask my colleague, (Mr. Clingman,) what shall be
said of the ••"white basis" ad-ocates in western
North Carolina .' Are they agitators.-' I think the
{)eople in eastern North Carouna will ask my col-

eague to stop agitation at home before he threat-
ens to dissolve the Union for agitation abroad.
Now, Mr. Chairman, the vaembcrs of our State

Legislature who made these propositions are not
fanatics. They arc true tons of the ok! North State.

They live in the most beautiful land that the sun of
heaven ever shone upon. Yes, sir, I have heard
the anecdote from Mr. Clay, that a preacher in
Kentucky, when speaking of the beauties of Para-
dise, when he desired to niake his audience believe
it was a place of bliss, said it was a Kentucky of a
place. Sir, this preacher had never visitecl the
western counties of North Carolina. I have spent
days of rapUirc in looking at her scenery of unsur-
passed grandeur, in Jicaring the roar of iier mag-
nificent water-falls, second only to the great cata-
ract of the Nortli ; and, while 1 gazed foi-^hours, lost

in admiration, at the power ot Him who, by his

word, created such a country, and gratitude for the
blessings he had scattered upon it, I thought that
ifAdam and Eve, when driven from Paradise, had
been near this land, they would have thought
themselves in the next l)e3t place to that they had
left. I could but think—I hope reverently—of
what was told the children of Israel by their leader
they should have, when he said

—

••'For tlie Lord thy God bringctii tliee into a
good land—a land of brooks of wiuer—of fountains
and depths that spring out of valleys ancl hills

;

"A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig-

trees and pomegraniles ; a land of oil, olive and
honey: aland wherein thou shalt cat bread with-

out scarceness; thou shalt not lack any thing in
it ; a land whose stones aro iron, and out of whose
hills thou mayost dig brass."
And to this country, for wa.»jt of a rni[roa<I, the

East are slran/fors. And ..viw, when our patriotic
sons at iiome, forgetting all party calls, arc, v/ilh

united eflbrt, struggling nobly to build this road^
to make us bettor acquainted, to build up cities in
the East, to give our farmers a market for their
produce, to stop the tide of emigration, to bind the
East and West together in indissoluble bonds of
interest and aflcction, our ears are saluted hue
with the hijarse brawling of disunion ! And we
are invited to contemplate the glories of a southern
confederacy, in which Virginia iuid South Caro-
lina are to have great cities, to be supported by the
colony or plantationof iVbr</t Carolina ! A southern
confederacy in which the riders will lead us into
an unholy crusade, as far as Vera Cruz, to conquer
territory, to give the "sons of the Presidents" a
market!

!

When Ihe American army was rejoicing at the
.surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown; when the
acclamations ol our revolutionary patriots, and
their thanks to Providence were poured forth from
their grateful hearts, it is .said that a Scotchman,
wliosc bullock had been taken to supply tfie wants
of the soldier.s, was heard to shout through the
army, «'Hecf ! beef! beef!" when he v.'as clamor-
ing for the price of his property. The genius of
the illustrious Patrick Henry has given this man
an unenviable notoriety. In the minds of the peo-
ple of North Carolina the name of John Hook will
be associated with these lidvocates of disunion and
civil war.
Hut the hearts of the great mass of our people of

both parties are right. Our great railroad must
and will be built. In a few years, the enlivening
sound of the steam whistle will be heard in the re-

cesses of our forests; beautiful villages will spring
up among us, and the "httle hills shall rejoice on
every side:" the "valleys shall stand so thick with
corn that (hey shall laugh and sitig."

Yes, sir, we will build tiiis road; and with the
electro-magnetic telegraph we can communicate
news in a few hours to places distant hundreds of
miles. And let insurrection take place, our gal-
lant mountain boys—and, among the first of them,
the ••white basis" members of our Legislature-
will come down by thousands to our aid. They
will come "as tiio' winds come when navies arc
stranded."
But 1 must hurry on. Inexorabl»j relentless

time will not stay his ma-'ch, even to hear me speak
of the future glories of North Carolina.

I come now to another reason assigned by some
why we sfiould think of disunion. It was also re-

ferred to in the southern address. It is the •'noto-
rious Gon 's resolution." Nov/ what is it.^

I hiu e a copy before me. In December, 1848,
Mr. GoTT oflered tliis resolution. It had to southern
gentlemen an otfensive preamble, '•oi the traffic in
iiuman beings," &c.; but the resolution is aa fol-

lows:

"Resolved, That the Committee for the District
• of Columbia be instructed to report a bill as soon
• as practicable prohibiting the slave trade in said
' District."

The resolution was adopted, afterwards reconsid-
ered, and no action 1 believe was ever afterwards had
upon it. And here, by the way, I wish I could have
some good reason why the southern Democracy
voted for the previous Cjuestion, with the Abolition-
ists, on this resolution.'' Wlij' was action desired
except for agitation.? But this is the Gott Resolu-
tion—this is THE resolution which roused thcSouth,
and bi'ought about the southern convention which
issued the southern address. It proposes simply to

aljolish the slave trade in this District.
If i understand correctly the opinions of Mr.

Clay, in his recent and former speeches, he has ex-



Ercaacd liis willingness that liic sltvve trade in this

district should be abolished. But because he was a
candidate for the Presidency, he has been called aiv

Abolitionist. Hutl have strong- aonthcrn authority
to support Gott's resolution. A di9tina:uished Sen-
ator from Alabama, one very worthy ofthc place he
adorns, a gentlcmau of ability, uf (fignificd senato-

rial tlcportment, rospeiHed by all who know him,
and, I am proud to say, a native of my owi\ State,

(Mr. King,) in a recent debate in the Senate, used
very strong langfuugc ui)on this subject. This
geniloman nad so good a character, that even .John

Tyler conferred ollice on him without injuring-

him. He said, very properly, "he asked no act of
Congress to carry slavery any where." The Sena-
tor is opposed to the Wilmot proviso, as I am. And
I concur with him entirely in what he sa.ys of abol-
ishing slavery in this District. I have an extract
from his remarks, which I will print, not having
time to read them

.

Mr. King, of Alabama, said "that whctlier the
• Congress ofthc United States has, under the Con-
' stitution, the right to abolish slavery in the Dis-
' trict of Columbia or not, it would be as gross a % io-

' lation of good faith towards Maryland and Virgi-
* nia, as if it had been expressly prohibited in the
' Constitution, as long as those States remained
' slaveliolding states."

'
' J Filh regard to what is called the slave trade, I have

never scm the day—and Senators are aware of it, 1

presume, from the course I have pursued herctiforc—
when I teas not willing to pass a lawfor the purpose of
breaking tip those miserable establishments that exist

under the very eyes of Congress ilstlf, and are so

offensive to many gentlemen, ivho feel p-vhaps more
sensitive on the subject than I do. lam free to say
that I am the very last man whotooidd be willing to en-
courage such establishments.''

Did Gott's r . .'.ution propose to do any thing
else but "break up these miserable establishments.^"
And yet if this is done, the Nashville Convention
will be instructed to prepare for a dissolution of the
Union ! And a bill was reported from a committee,
I learn of the last Congress, of which the ge'itlemaa
from Mississippi (Mr, Brown) was a member, to

abolish the slave trade in this District. A^ain 1 say,
sir, that had General Cass been elected President,
we should not have heard all this outcry.
Here allow me to say, sir, that no man in his

senses believes Congress will ever be guilty either
of the f^utrage or the folly of abolishing slavery in
this District, excepting of course those fanatics who
think the Constitution IS an "agrcementwith Hell."
If any sensible man ever thoughtof it, I would ask
him cui bono ? Would it not inevitably lead to the
abolition the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
Mann) spoke of ? Would it not separate husband
and wife, parent and child ? Any owner of a slave
can take him out of the District when he pleases.
And what would be the condition of those tree ne-
groes now married to slaves ? I do not believe we
will ever have a President who would approve such
a bill. If Mr. Van Burcn were President, I would
trust even him ; and although he had pledged him-
self to veto the bill, I believe he would do it.

Such an act would justly be regarded by the
southern States as a declaration of hostility on the
part of the North, and they would act accordinglj'.

[Here Mr. Stanly was rudely interrupted by
Mr. HiLUARD of Alabama, which led to controversy
between Mr. Hilliakd and Mr. Stanly, which is

reported at length in the Daily Globe of March 7th,
1850, to which paper Mr. S. specially refers, as
other ropurts linvo been garbled.]
Mr. Chairman, when 1 was interrupted by the

gentleman from Alabama, I was speaking, I tliink,

ofthc aggression on the SotUh.
Yes, the South has been terribly oppressed! Out

of the sixty years since the Constitution was framed

,

the South has had the Presidents all of the time ex-
cept twelve years and one month. We have hud

our share of other high olBccs. How is it now? In.
|

the midst of this formidable invaaion of our richtfl,
|when the Abolitionists arc so strong, wc have elect- |

cd a southern President, who was said to be the |
ownor of more than two hundred slaves! and that, |
too, against the nominees of the Baltimore convon- |
lion, when it was said "there was no slaveholder on i

their ticket!" |Wc have a southern Speaker, with v^hoae man-
|

ner of discharging the duties ofthc chair I have no |
complaint to make. And what a spectacle his elec- I
tion presojitcd! So strong was party feeling with S

some gentlemen from the non-slaveholding Stkit'ea, |
that when the issue was a northern or a southeru S

Speaker, they refused to vote for a northern Speak- |
cr. This speaks volumesj party feelings must al; |ways influence us, must always be Telt by th6

|
North and West, and southern votes will always be I

wanted.
|A majority of the Cabinet are from slavehold-
j]

ing States. In the Supreme Court wc have five to ?

four. In the army and navy we have our* full

share. Of the forei";'n ministers we have more than, v

our share. But still "Gott's resolution," or some |'

other aggression, troubles U3. Let me record an- i

other instance of northern liberality. When. Gen-
;

cral Harrison died, Mr. Tyler became President.
Mr. Southard, of New Jersey, was chosen Presi- '

dent of the Senate; he died, and did the North prac- 'h

tise acrgrcssion on us? Did they elect a northern
PresicTent of the Senate? No; they eleotcd a dis- >

tinguished Senator (Mr. Mangum) from my own ',

State. (i

Mark, Mr. Ciiairman, my argument is not to de-

1

fend the Abolitionists, or agitators, but to prove |
that the North—the great body of the people—are

l^'

not enemies to the South. And, to pursue this ar- f
gument, how did the votes stand in the last Preai- I

dcntial election? :i|

I have not time to make a very accurate state-'
j]

meiit, but this statement is nearly correct; II

In what are called the free States, f

Taylor received f)25,646 votes. |
Cass 812,855 " I
Van Buren 291,678 " !f

In the slaveholding States, I

Taylor and Fillmore received. . .435,378 . . I

Cass and Butler 409,436 p
Van Buren . 299 |

845,113
p

Whole lumber of votes, (excluding r

South Carolina, whose electors are cho-
i

sen by her Legislature,) 2,875,2921
Majority of Union men over Free-Soilers and f

Abolitionists,only 2,583,315—more than two mil-?
lions five Imndred thousand! I

Taylor's majority, although he was reported to I

be the owner of two hundred slaves, was more than' f

one hundred thousand. And this majority in thai
non-slavcholding States, where he was opposed by
General Cass, who is reported to have said he

|thanked God he never owned a slave—said he never i

would, and prayed for the abolition of slavery! i

ib this hostility to the South? No, sir; the true I

secret is, the spoils arc gone; some editors are
turned out of office, others are disappointed. Or,

;

to use the words of my colleague, Mr. Clingmah/ 1
in an extract before me as reported in the Appen- ^

dix to the Congressional Globe, 28th Congres.s, Ist
|

Session, pa^c 2S5—he said of the Democratic party
what 1 would sa^' of the doughfaces: |-

"It will be found on examination this party is gov- i

crn<!d by seven principles—as .John Randolph is re-'
•'

lortcd to have .said of Thomas Ritchie-^the five !

oaves and the two fishes. Or, in the language of •

John C. Calhoun, late a distinguished leader ox this
party, remarkable for his powers of generalization

'

and condtiisation, and who was thereby enabled to
analyze, simplify, and reduce to a single clement
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these various principles, it is tlio 'spoils party,'

held together by the cohesive, power of public
plunder."
And here, sir, let inc say another word to iny

colleague while I think of it.

I hope ho will pause in his hasty course until ho
hcare from the people in the eastern ])tirt of the

. State, In case of civil war, they are more likely to

be injured by insurrection and by foreign foes than
my colleague's constituents.

According to the census of IS-lO, as nearly as I

can ascertain, in the district ofmy collQ^i^ue, (Mr.
OuitAW,) from the north-eastern coundes, the
population wae-

WHITE. SLAVE.
42,458 3(),0o3

Wilmington dist. 49,486 33,238
Washington " 49,308 37,665
Now, what is the condition among my'coUeague's

"white basis" constituents?

Buncombe district, (Clingman's)—White popu-
lation, 60,039; Slave do. 9,229.

I
These eastern districts are on the seacoa.st. My

colleague's is the most inaccessible point to a for-

j

eign loe in the United States. I do not believe, sir,

I
the good people he represents are willing to engage

^ in foreign or civil war, for any aggression yetcom-
Imitted; and not even to recover fugitive slaves.

And I do not believe my colleague's constituents

ever lost a slave by northern AbolitioJiists. Had
men sometimes steal our slaves; if that aggression
can be stopped by my colleague, he will do us great
'service.

I hope to be allowed to speak to my colleague for

! my constituents—to speak as an eastern man, and

I

as a slaveholder. If, m the providence of God, any
calamity befalls us on accountof our slaves, 1 shall

1)6 among my people. I shall not inquire, as the
servant of my friend from Kentucky (Mr. Mar-
shall) did, when he told his servant, John, he
wished him to go to Mexico. *' Master,*' said

; John, after reflection, " how far is the camp from
! the battle-ground .'"' His master could not answer
satisfactorily, an<l John declined to go. My affec-

; tions, my interest, my duty , all bind me with hooks
of steel to my home. The graves of my forefathers,

1 for several generations, are there ; the dearest
friends I have on earth are there ; there I expect to

jlive, and there I hope to die ; and whatever calam-
iity may come, their fate will be my fate—" their

God will be my God."
I wish now, air, to say a word to the gentleman

from Virginia, (Mr. Meade,) who did me the
[honor to send me a copy of his speech in the early
.part of the session.

) I protest, as a southern man, aoraiust the doc-

; trincsof this speech , delivered before the gi,:itlemaix's

i
constituents in August, 1849. xVnd I think, ifcopies
of it were circulated in New Mexico, and the peo-
ple understood the gentleman was an influential

man at home and in Cong-rcss, it would be enough
;of itself to exclude slavery from that Territory.

Mr, Ashe. The gentleman to whom you refer is

not in the House; he is not in the city; lie is .sick.

Mr. Stanly. I am sorry to hear of the gentlc-
iman's illness; though I shall make no remarks of
an offensive character. If I had heard he had been
taken sick shortly after the delivery of this speech,
I should not have been at a loss to account lor his

illness. 1 am obliged to my colleague for the mo-
tive which prompts the interruption.

The gentleman (Mr. Meade) says: "We are no
' propagandists of slavery; had we no slaves, there
' 18 not a man present who would vote to bring
* them among us." 1 am glad to hear the declara-
tion, The gentleman probably cuncurs in opinion
with my colleague. (Mr. Clin'gman,) when he
said, a country filled with the wlntc race "is more
vigorous and pro.^perous than one filled v.-ith a
mixed race." My colleague shakes his head; he
will find, on examination, I am right in stating

what he said—a sentiment that will answer better

for the hills of Iluncombe tiian for eastern low lands;

for negroes thrive in some part.s of our country
where white people can hardly live. The bilious

fever u sometimes in the low lands very fatal to

the white race. I have heard a highly intelligent

gentleman, and a largo slaveholder, say he had
never known a negro to die from the bilious fever.

Hut I should be glad to be informed, why the gentle-

man from Virginia would not bring them amongst
us, if they "elevate our character"—a sentiment
that meets my hearty condemnation. For, if it be
true, the "owner of sixty slaves" is more elevated

in his character than the owner of five—then he
who holds no negroes cannot be elevated in his

character ! I know a certain difitrict in the United
States, in which it was urged that a Democratic
candidate, "the owner of sixty slaves," was more
worthy of public confidence than a Whig, who did
not own half a dozen; but it was not argued that

the large slave owner was more "elevateu in char-
acter" for that reason.
Again : The gentleman from Virginia, Mr.

Meade, says:
" The situation of Virginia is more critical than

any of her sisters. She has a slave population of
near half a million, whose value is dmfiy dependent
on southern demand."
Now, sir, if I understand this, it means that Vir-

ginia slave owners raise negroes to sell. If so, I

say it is horrible to think of. I have spent most of

my life among slaveholders—religious men of all

denominations arc slaveholders—but I do not know^
one man in my di.strict or my State who raises ne-
groep for "southern demand"—to sell. I should
be tishamed to own such a con.'itituent.

Again, says the gentleman from Virginia:
"The whole civilized world is now uniting in a

crusade against American slavery, even where it

now exists."

I do not admit the correctness of this assertion.

But if it be true, how, I ask, shall we improve our
condition by dissolving the Union .'' Both the great
parties of the country admit their obligation to

stand by the Constitution. What will be the cru-

sade when that Constitution is destroyed
Again, says the gentleman from Virginia:
"While it must be admitted that strong objec-

tions may be urged to the institution of slavery,

yet there are advantages also, which, in the opinion
of many, are full compensation for the evils attend-
ing it.

" Our past history testifies to the fact that it

elevates the character of the white man. Though
we have been in a numerical minority in the Union
for fifty years, yet during the greater part of that
period we have managed to control the destinies of
this nation."
The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Fitch) ha-s

already comnscuted on this remark, and I have but
one word to add. Are we not now, by our share
in the great offices of the Republic, still controlling

the destiniea of this nation f

But the gftntleman says

:

"The dini'.sion of our population is essential to

our very existence."
It may be so in Virginia, but it is not so in North

Carolina; if we are let alone we can manage ours.

Is this diffusion to go on indefinitely? If New Mex-
ico is admitted into the Union, and abolishes slave-

ry, where will the dilfusion then be? I see no dan-
ger to our existence in the admission of New Mex-
ico as a free State, i had rather have her there than
to have a free Mexican State not under the influ-

enci. of our Constitution and laws.
But in the gentleman's speech he takes another

view of the subject, He s.ays:

"If, in the mean time, the Mexican States on the

Rio Grande should be annexed, (as they will be if

they are to come in as free Stales,) wc shall be en-

tirely cut off from the hope we now have of letting

ofl" this population, then probably valueless aa pro-
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pi;i ly, auuitig IV pi'oplc already, to a certain extent,

liij!nogcm'.ouH, und with \vl)oni llicy may readily
;inil naturally amalgamate,^'
Now, ^iir, this i.s worse, if possible, than tho idea

()f"riouth('.rn demand." Here is a brig-ht picture
for the citiacns of New Mexico! Arnalganiatc!
What will ll»o inheritors of the old Castilian blood
and spirit say to tliat?

Tiio ijentleniun's speech has been extensively
ciiculiited. Newspapers have copied larg'c por-

tions of it. Each member of Congress, I learn, has
k'cu politely furnished with a copy. If it reaches
New Mexico, and hor people understand tlic g-cn-

ilcman expresses the opinions of the South, he" will

be entitled to the credit or blame of keeping- slaves

from New Mexico.
1 wish now, sir, to say a word to some of the agi-

tators on this lloor, who have been guilty of unkind
and crueJJy uncharitable speeches. A ffentU-man
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Mann,) who has tho
reputation of being a man of letters and of culti-

vated taaie, gave utterance to expressions which
lie must have known were offensive to every south-
ern man in this House. He drew a horrid picture
of the probable conscqucucca of disunion. S..mc ex-
pressions arc, I think, modified in his printed
.speech; and my blood ran cold to hear a gentleman
of his age and standing apparently aeiight in
wounding our feelings. I will not repeat the ex-
pressions to which I refer. I cooUl not speak of
thorn in respectful terms. Sir, I ha:\c no personal
acquaintance with the gentleman from Massachu-
octta. But if he be the man I have beard of fis pos-
sessing a cultivated mind, adorned with rare class-

ical attainments, if his speech is « lair exhibition of
iiis feelings, i fear he will furnish another melan-
choly example of the truth of the assertion, that a
cultivated intellect is not always attended with a
cultivated heartj that a man's mind may be "rich
with the spoils of time," and his heart of flinty

Coldness. The gentleman is not unknown to the
country as an able and eloquent lecturer to literary

institutions. His services in the cause of education
have been valuable. He has proved in that offensive

speech, that with him "knowledge is a Swiss mer-
' cenary, ready to combat either in the works of
' sin, or under the banner of righteousness:" ready
to give wliolesome advice to young men when en-
tcrmg upon life, or to fan the flames of fanaticism.
The ffcntloman seemed to speak without regret

at the tnoughtthat "domestic fury and fierce civil

strife" should i-eign among us. What reason,

what motive can prompt tfie gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts tiius to speak to us? It cannot give
him strength at hon>e. No one accuses any north-
ern man of wishing to establish or extend slavery;
and, if the gentleman will withdraw himself from
his philosophical reveries, for a few moments, and.

ask himself, with the remembrance that there is an
eye that stics the thoughts of the heart—"What
j'jod have I done, what good did I hope to do, by
outraging the feelings of any of the members of
this House?" 1 think the "still small voice" will

tell him—None, none! I fear the gentleman will

prove it is true

—

"Heart-merit vva,nting, mount we ne'er so high,
Our height is but the gibbet of our name."

If I might presume to advise one so competent to

irive advice as the gentleman from Massaclmsctts
li", I would tell him—Better keep at your lectures,

have them published and puffed by your friends.
In this way, gofjd may be achieved by your efforts.

Your clociucncc may be praised, extracts maybe
publisheif from your lectures, exciting the adiuira-
lion of sopliomores and of men. But I beg tho gen-
tleman to remember, that, though he speaks wiili

the "tongues of men and of angcla, and has not
charity," he will become a.s sounding brass or a
tinkflug cymbal." And anotlier gentleman, from
l^ennsylvania, (Mr. Stevens,) in a speech which
wus, apparently, deliberately prepared, gave utter-

ance to sentiments, clothed in language that a
southern gentleman would not use to a respectable
negro. I expected some ultraism from'thia source.
That gentleman ia known as a man of excessive
humanity. And, since anti-masonry will no lon-
ger answer for a hobby-horse, .-^ince Morgan's mys-
terious diaappcarencc has ceased to agitato the pub-
lic mind in the North, the gentleman must preach
against the horrors and the despotism of slavery. I

hope his next speech will be lit to be read in the
families of Pennsylvania farmers. I hope the gen-
Ueman will find some other Morgan to. frighten
the grnndmothers and children of Pennsylvania
with. But I ask him to let us alone.
Mr. Chairman, if these gcntltfrncn's minds were

not as inaccessible to reason as their hearts secw
devoiil of kindness towards a portion of their coun-
trymen, I would gladly ask them to listen to some
few facta. When I was a young man and first ob-
served public events in North Carolina, free ne-
groes voted as white citizens. Free negroes voted
in North Carolina until an amendment was made

our State constitution in 1835. And in the town
of Newbcrn, where I lived, according to my recol-
lection, out t)f three hundred voters, sixty of them
were free blacks. And when the proposition was
made in our convention, in 1835, to deprive free ne-
groes of tha,privilege of voting, it was opposed by
some of our ablest and best men. I think the vote
stood 65 for abolishing the right, and GO against it;

and among these sixty are recorded the names of
Judges Gaston and Daniel, then, two of the judges
of our supreme court; Mr. Rayner, favorably
known here, and I think also Mr. Montgomery and
Mr. Charles Fisher, afterwards members ofCongress
from my State, and other gentlemen whose names
I cannot now remember. Well,, sir, what is tho
effect of the agitation of Abolitionists? Have you
improved the condition of the free negroes f Far
irom it. And if the same proposition were submit-
ted to a State convention in North Carolina, at this
day, not one man would vote for it. Within my
own memory, emancipation of a slave was a mat-
ter of frequent occurrence. A simple petition to the
court, on half a sheet of paper, at the request of the
master, alleging his slave had rendered meritorious
services, and the slave was made free. But these
fanatics circulated papers containing doctrines like
those avowed in the speeches I have referred to, and
the inevitable consequence was, that legislation in-
terfered, for insurrection was talked of in the infa-
inotis papers of the Abolitionists, and a feeling that
it was necessary to protect our firesides and our
homes compelled us to be careful. And how is it

now? Emancipation is a difficult matter. In ex-
traordinary cases, our legislature sometimes eman-
cipates. Our laws allow slaved to be emancipated
by will, but not to remain in the State. As the
public mind became excited, our people thought it

wrong to allow emancipation when free negroes
could visit our northern States, end return with
mischievous intentions; and legislation threw diffi-

culties in the way of emancipation.
This has been the effect of men holding the opin-

ions of tho gentlemen from Ma.ssachusctts and
Pennsylvania, (Mann and Steven.><,) and pubhah-
ingthemas they have. Emancipation wasgoingon
daily; but not so now. Northern gentlemen who
can under .stand how the whole of their section can
be excitc({ !)y passing a resolution declaring you
siiall not petition for any thing and evei y tiling,
can also uiuiorstand how denunciation, threats and
inipudciit interference with our rights, can excite
our people to a feeling of resistance. That feeling
ha.-3 caus<;d them to opnusc emancipation. Sir,1
rcmer.iber well when we liud negro metting-houses,
and lU'gru preachers, sonic of whom could read and
write well; but y. ' phiianthropi.-rts—those men who
would rather look on rivers of blood than tliat sla-
very sliould be extended one inch, and have such
horror of chains, shackles and despotism—they
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sent incendiary (iocumonti? among our alavcH, <;x-

r.iting' tlicm*lo insurrection. Aaan jn«vitabIo re-

suit, education was forbidden. Self protecUun re-

quired it—protection for tlio slaves required ii. And
this is anotnor fruit ofjour sympathy Jor the ^lave!

But wo do not deny thorn religious instruction.

In one town in my dir'.rir.t, the negroes have a
clcrffymun of tlioir own und their own ohurcii—

a

iMcthodist clusroh. I wish northern ^ccntlemcn
could sec them, neatly dressed, with cheerful faces,

as they are g'oing- to worship. I wi.sh they could
hear their heart-rejoicing- song-s, when thoy sing
praises to their Maker. 'J'hey would think betted-

of slaveholder s and leas of AbolitionistH. Our peo-

ple reg-ard slaves* as property, but not as cattle

raised for market.
Meeting'-houses are scattered all over our coun-

try, and our ncg-rocs attend worship as their nria.s-

ters do. Many of them are members of those iiiffh-

ly respectable denominations, Haptists and Metho-
(fist.'j; and when their masters live in very retired

eituations, clergymen are employed, in some in-

stances, who preach to the slaves, and instruct

them in their religious duties, in chapels on the

farms. I know, \ am proud to say, one such in my
district. I know of another instance, where a
large slaveholder, living out of the reach of a
church, has a minister of one denomination em-
ployed by the year to preach to his negroes—and
that minister not of the same church of which the

master is a member. These masters are good men,
and are looking forward to the account they are
hereafter to give for their treatment of those who
arc placed under their care. Yes, sir; and one
such man does more acts of benevolence in one
year than a thousand of yoin- fanatics who lecture

on the evils of slavery. These slave owners regard
their negroes as human beings, in whose nostrils

God has breathed the breath of life; in whose bosoms
He lias implanted a living soul; and they treat

them accordingly. Many of our slaveholders are
from Yankee land. Many own slave.-;, who pur-
chased thcni to prevent their separation from their

families.

I tell these Abolitionists, you are the men who
have "riveted the chains." But for your clTorts,

thousands of slaves would have bi.cn educatecl

and emancipated—would have been returned to

Africa; and Liberia, vmder the influence of the
Christian religion—would have realized what the
psalmist said: "Ethiopia .'(hall sotjn stretch out her
nands unto God."
Slavery is an evil; we know it. It is an evil to

the white man. No laboring population in any
country, except our own northern people, are so

well taken care of, so well supplied with all the ne-
ces<.iries of life, as our slaves are. Wliatcvcr of
evil there is in slavery has been increased by the

agitation of Abolitionists— those miserable wretches
\v1io denounce us constantly—those sincere dis-

unionists, who say the American Union is a "cov-
enant with death" and an " agreement with hell,"

and ought to be " immediately" dissolved. These
men are som.ctimes courted by Ijoth parlies of the
North in doubtful contests, and therefore made to

appear stronger than they really are. These are
they who have increased the evils of slavery.
but let them alone; in a few years more they

will be universally dc?pi.-<od, and they "will be
' buried with the burial oi" an ass, drawn and cast
' forth beyond the gates ofJerusalem."
Our people are denounced as a blood-thirsty gen-

eration. Hear one or two facts. Our laws pu^ii.sh

with death any one who is guilty of stealing a
slave, or of concealing hin> with the intent to "en-

able him to escape. Two cases have been tried
within three years, in my district. One was an
Irishman, a tailor, little over twenty-one year.* of
age, who was, upon testimony too clear to be dis-

p\5ted, proved guilty. lie had not been many
years in the United States, and those slave-owners

who were on the jury r.nanimously recommended
him to the Executive clemency, which was ap-

provi'd by a slavoholiting judge, and ho was par-

<lo7ied by a ahivoholding governor. The petition to

tisu governor was signed by the good man who
owned the slave. He had slave owners for hie

counsel, of his own .selection, who received no
pay; and I am happy to know this man aftcr-

warris distinguiehcci himself in Mexico with that

gallantry for which the Irish arc remarkable,
The other case occurred within a year past. An
Irish sailor-boy came to tlie seaport' (own in which
I reside. A runaway slave was fourid on board, af-

ter the vessel had started on her voyage. He was
arrested and brought to trial. He vas a stranger,

pcnnyless, and without an acrjuaintance or friend.

He had counsel of his own choice, elavchoklcrs, who
defended him without reward, or the hope of re-

ward in this world. The jury of slaveholders, far

above the influence of prejudice excited by the

course of the Abolitionists, when there was a possi-

bility that this boy, not eighteen years old, was the

dupe of some other person, accjuitled him. He
was discharged, and treated as kindly in thatcom-
munity as one of our own people.

And yet, these arc the people whom the Aboli-

tionists vilify, as being fond of manacles, chains—as
despots.

But I must hurry on; one word as to the Wilmol
proviso. I sliall not discuss the constitutional ques-

tion. The subject is worn out. It would be as great

an outrage to the southern people to enact it as if

it were constitutional. The southern people, with

great unanimity, believe, as I do, that to enact the

vVilmot proviso would be "an act of gross injustice

and wrong." And though as a private citizen, and
as a member of our State Legislature, I have op-

posed the suggestion of a dissolution of the Union,
should it be adopted, yet I believe the people of my
State will feel called upon, if it is enacted in any
law this. session, to consult in a State convention li

it is not time to inquire whether our northern breth-

ren intend to regard us as equals, or to treat us

with unkind ness? Whatever North Carolina does,

I shall abide by. She will not, without great cause

of complaint, be driven to think of disunion. I be-

lieve the minds of a large majority of both parties

there regard with horror the thought of disunion;

but if your legislation here impresses upon the

mind of her people that you are unfriendly to us,

she will, without bluster or threats, provide for her

honor and security in such manner as the world
will justify. I will not believe you will enact the

Wilmot proviso. There is no necessity for it. I

have too good an opinion of our northern members
to believe it. All admit that new States, after they

arc admitted, can cither tolerateor proliibitsiavcry.

Then there is no practical question at issue. The
northern States are stronger than the southern.

Jiut I hope they will remember, though it is "ex-
cellent to have a giant's strength, it is tyrannous to

use it as a giant." And tyrannous legislation

must produce sectional animosities.
While on this subject I wish to say a few words

to my colleague (Mr. Clinuman) upon the consti-

tutional question. I wish I had time to read at

length some extracts from his speech; but I have

not—I will print them.
From Mr. Clinoman's speech, December 22,

1847, on the slavery question: [Appendix to Con-
gressional Globe, 30th Congress, 1st session:]

"I am now brought, Mr. Chairman, to the diicct
' consideration of ttic great question, as to the ex-
' tent of the powers and duties of Congres-s in rcla-

' tion to slavery in the Territories ot the United
• Stales. Upon this subject a distinguished politi-

' cian from t!ic South, (Mr. Calhoun,) in the otlicr

' wing of this building, some twelve months sificc,

• laid down cjrtain doctrines which arc, in sub-
' stance, as near as I can remember them, those:

•The territo)ic5 of the United Gtates, being the
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' common properly of the Union, arc held by Con-
' Efrcsa in trust, for tho.uac and benefit of all the
' Slates and their cilixcns. Secondly, that Con-
' greas has no rig'ht to cxcludo, by law, any citizens
' of the United States from g-oinfc into any part of
' said territories, and carrying with tlioni, and hold-
ing any such property as they are allowed to hold

* in the States from which they come. This view,
' though perhaps plaudible at the first glance, is

* really the most shalluw and ayjierficial (hat could
' possiblj^ be presented, Admittinjsr the iirst general
' proposition to be true, (and no fair mmd can
' question it,) that the territories of the United
' Slates are held by Congrcea in trust for the use
' and benefit of all the States and their citizens, I am
' free to confess, tiint if Congress should sec that it

' was most advantageous to allow all the citizens to
' occupy the territory iu common with the proper-
' ty, it dou!)tle3s ought so lo provide. But it is

' equally clear that il, on the other hand. Congress
' should sec that all the citizens of the United Slates
' could not thus advantageously occupy all the tcr-
' ritory in common, it miglit divide the same so as
' to assign certain portions to particular classes or
' persons." * * * * *

Again :
»

"All the power that can be exorcised belongs to
* Congress alone. Congress has power to make all
' needful rules and, regulations . But the wants of all

' communities are in legal contemplation the same.
' The wants of the Territories may be, and in fact
' are, just as great as those of the Slates. It seems
' to mc, then, Mr. Chairman, with due deference
' to those who have given the subject greater cow-
* sideration than I have been able to do, that Con-
' gre.gs, in legislating for the Territories, is con-
' "trolled only by the Constitution of the United
' States. It is equally true, however, that the peo-
' pie of the several States are likewise controlled by
' this Constitution. Whether acting in convention
' or through their ordinary legislative govern-
' inenta, they can do nothing contrary to it.

" Con^-css, then, has occr the Territory just such
' powers as its Legislature vmild have after it became
' a Siaic. Both are controlled by the Constitution
' of the United States, the supreme law of the land.
' As this Constitution is silent in relation to sla-
' very, it has been arocued on the one hand that
' Congress can do nothing to exclude it from the
' Territory, On the other hand, il is asserted, witli
' equal confidence, that for the same reasoti tiiere is

* no power to establish the institution. These two
* opposite views are worthy antagonists, and 1 shall
' leave them to contend, not fearing that either will
' ever obtain a victory over the other."*****

"Ik, thkn, Congress possesses oeneiial legis-
' LATIVE POWERS OVER THE TEtlKtTORlES, AS I CON-
' TEND, IT IS IDLE TO DENY THAT SLAVEHY MAY
' EITHER HE PERMtTTED OR KORBIDDEN TO EXIST
' THERE."
In another part of my colleague's speech, he gives

utterance to opinions rather contradictory to lliosc

just quoted. The inconsistency is glaring; but it

is fairer upon such a subject to quote it than to

withhold it:

" I do not pretend that any section of the Union
' can insist fairly tliat territory sliould be acquired
' for her benefit. We are doubtless all bound, in
' good faith, to adhere to the Constitution and
' Union, with such boundaries as it had when we
' became parties to it. But I do say, that if the
' Government should acquire territory, it takes it

' under the Constitution, for the benefit of all: and
' a decree that any section, or its citizens, shall be
' exchided from all such territory, would be as
' great a violatioti of the Constitution as the Gov-
' crnment could possibly commit. Such is substan-
* tially this proposed exclusion of slavery from all the
' territories hereafter to be acquired."

If the author of this speecii means any thing, ii

must be this -that after territory' is acquired,
"Conp'rcas possesses general legislative powers,"
and .slavery may either be permitted or rorbiddcn
to exist there; "but if Congress shall decree that

slavery shall be excluded "from all the Territories

hereafter to he acquired," it will be as great a viola-

tion as the Government could possibly commit!

!

Sir, 1 cannot understand how these views can
exist in the same mind at one and the same time.
It looks as if one part of the speech was addressed
to a Whig Buncombe,and another part to a Demo-
cratic Buncombe; one to the eastern Buncombe and
the other to the western Buncombe.

It reminds me of a verse I read somewhere in my
youth, made by one just beginning to write verses

—

and his first shoulcl have been nis last—who de-
scribed a iighi on the water, and wrote

—

" The stranger and his crew then etormed tiie boat,
And all at once jumped in and all at once jumped

out,"
And further, upon the conetitutional question,

my colleague argued, very properly, that there
could be uo difficulty ; for, speaking of the Mis-
souri compromise, he said

:

" There was, however, a settlement made at
" length, upon terms which, though unequal to the
'South, twej'c 7iot at imnance with the spirit of the

' Constitution."
My colleague is regarded now in some parts of

the South—even in South Carolina—as very sound
upon the slavery question. 1 have been denounced
as unsound for entertaining precisely the same
opinions as my colleague dots.
And upon the general justice of the duty of the

General Government to 'protect slave property, 5

desire, in passing, to say, 1 heard with pleasure
the able and statesmanlike ai-guincnt of the gen-
tleman from Georgia.. (Mr. Toomds.) made here
a few days ago. It gives ine more jilcasure to add
my feeble tribute of CAjminendation to this speech—
though I do not agree in all the gentleman said—
because the gentlouian's opposition to his own
fricnd.s, and his course in this House before we
were organized, met with m-y decided condem-
nation.

And while this is in mind, I will beg to say one
word to another gentleman from Georgia, (Mr.
Stephens,)

Before wc were organized, that gentleman was
understood to call down curses on all those who
would not stand up for their section. I made al-

lowance for the gentleman's excited feelings, but I

heard the remark with pain. I had reaa his elo-

quent speeches with profit and with pleasure, and I

had anticipated the pleasure of doing my duty here
under his lead; and, when he, and his friends who
acted Willi him, (Messrs. Toomb?, IIiuhahd, and
others,) in Uu: suuthcrn caucus, voted against Mr.
Calhoun's Southern addrci^s, and did not "stand;
up for a section," I approved their conduct. When
he, and tiie estimable and highly talented gentle-
man, niy predecessor, (iNIr. Donnell,) and six
other southern gentlemen, were (ienounced as
traitors, for voting to lay Clayton's compromise
bill on the table, 1 defended their course. And
without having had an opportunity, in the midst of
professional pursuits, to examine that bill, I de-
lended their conduct at home, from my knowledge
of their character, and justified their not st^^cnding

up "for a section." According to Mr. Calhoun's
platform of amending the Constitution, even the
Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Foote,) we have
within a day or two heard, cannot stand up with
Mr. C. for his section. Our worthy Speaker, in
thatooulhern convention, could not stand up, ac-
cording to the address, for "his section." He
Uiougirt the doughfaccp had not had justice done
them: the address was against the whole North.
The author ofthat address, who endeavored to excite
(he public mind, only recommended to the South
'•to be united;" but has recently, iiy his tdtraism.
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disunited tlioni* and I should bo gflnd to know
which aide the Naslivillo convention will take. And
1 should bo glad to be informed why thoso who cen-
sure others lor not standing np for a section, did

not vote for a soutiicrn Speaker, when the contest

was between a northern and soutiicrn Speaker. But
I hope the g-entleman from Georgia will come bnck,
and let the whole country have the aid of hi.s abili-

tiesj and I express now the wisli that was in my
mind when the jrentlomau invoked his curses—

I

hope "the accusing spirit blushed as he gave it in,

and the recording angnl dropped a tear upon the

word, and blotted it out'forever."

A single word to the gentleman from Florida,

(Mr. Cadeli,,) who took partagainst his friends in

the early part of the .session, ope, bofore he aids

to bring about die.solutioji, he will sec that his con-
stituents can take care of the Indians at home
without the aid of the General Government.

I desire now to notice, very briefly, a few re-

marks of my colleague's speech, delivered this

session. There are some portions ofmy colleague's

remarks which I hope were uttered withovit due
consideration. lie spoke of a "collision as inovi-
' table, and the sooner it comes the better." What
kind of collision did he mean? He made -'state-

ments of the "cxi.sting revenue aystom operating
hardly on the South." How? Does he mean the

Democratic British tariff of 1846? And yet he
says: "Looking, therefore, at all these diflcrent
' elements, in greater increase of population, more
* wealth, and less poverty and crime, we have rca-
* son to regard our people as prosperous and
' happy." 'i'hcn, I aak, bow does the cxi.?ting

revenue gyst^-m operate hardly upon us? For my
colleague says : "Nor is it true we arc poorer than
* the North, for the alavebolding States arc much
* richer, in proportion to their population, than the
* free."

I should be glad to know what facts has my col-

league discovered, to cause him to change his

opinions on the tariff question. In his speech, de-

livered this .session, ho used sonic phrases that I

think I have heard from Mr. Calhouk and Mr.
McDurriEj but, in \S44, my colleague mfidc a
speech, in which he avowed opinions that did him
honor.

I have some quotations before me from that speech
which I will print.

Extracts from Mr. Clingman's .speech— [From
the Appendix Congressional Globe, 2f>th Congres.^,
first session : j

"Wc (the Whigs) arc in favor of sucli a taritY
* as will produce all the revenue necessary to the
' support of the Government, economically admin-
* istered, without the money arising from the sales
* of the public h.nds."
He was oppo.^ed toa "horizontal turilT," by which

I suppose he meant l!)e comjiromiso act of 1833,

or the South Caniiina tariff. In IS44, my colleague
advocated "inciuentul pr-itection to our manufac-
* turers and artisans, to sustain our own industry,
against the oppressive regulations of others, and

* counteract, as far as ptnrticabk-, the h(jstile re-
* strictions of foreign nations." Good Whig doc-
trine. iMy collouglie took then "a common-seii.^e,
' practical view oV this quohtion. We have had
' theory and parade enough on it." What tlicory,

except ihe Soutii Carolina tlicory, tliat the "exi.st-
* ing rcvf^nue system operates iiardly on the
* South ?"

In 1844, when this .speech was delivered, the tariff

of '42 was in operation. The tarilf oF is .said,

by its friends, to be "a free ir;uie tariff." I say, it

is a tariff for the benefit of i'^nglisl: liib(tr. IIuw
could my colleague iirivu'-.ite the liuilT of '42, and
think the existing i^vriteni "operates hardly on the

South?" '

'

How his opinions have I'iiangefi sinrc 1844, wncn
he thus spoke uf the Utriffof ISi'i; "This favorable
' -state of our finances has been produced, thus far.

' without any practical injury having resulted to

' any section of the country^ Not only cotton, but
' all of our other productions 'j::ommand a better price
' ilian iheij did bffore the passage of the tariff; lohile

'foreign articles which we import and consume are

generally cheaper; I believe 1 might say. invariably

<

<

' so

And upon this tariff, whi(di is spoken of in gome
portion of the southern country as an "aggression
on the South," I wish I had time to read an extract

from a speech of as true-hearted a .southern gentle-

man as brealhes; from one of spotless reputation,

and whose high talents and character have shed
honor on his country. I will print some extracts

fron\ hie speech.
Extract from the speech of Mr. Bbhrikn, of

Georgia, April 9th, 1844.— [Appendix to the Con-
gressional Globe, 2Sth Congress, 1st Session:]

Mr. Bkkuikn was referring to the charge that the

South was "oppressed." He'said he was ''speaking

;is a southern man," ami he was <lisputing the

charge that there was suffering. He nnght have
been accused of not "standing up for his section,"

But he argued as follows:
" Jt is alinere question of fact; and I answer it by

afliriiiing—what I presume no one will deny—that

there i»"a sensible, obvious improvement in the

conditio!! of the country since August, 1842.

Whether it be because the tariff of that year, or in

spile of it, I repeat, is not a subject of my present

inquiry: 1 am 'dealing with fact, not theory; and
these tilings 1 take to be undeniable, in the com-
parison between the two periods:

"I. Tiic credit of the Governmejit was prostrate,

and it has been redeemed. Its bili.s were protested.

Its treasury notes were below par. It sought a loan

and could nut obtain it, cither here or in Europe,
but upon terms which were humiliating to a great

nation. It could not go into the market and bor-

row money on terms as favorable as would be ac-

corded to a responsible individual. AH this has
been ciianged. Its stock is above par. The Gov-
ernnicnt has ample means to meet its current ex-
penditures, and such is now its credit that it could
command on loan any amount of money it might
require.

"2. TIjc tronsury was empty. It is now replen-

ished, has an increasing income probably adequate
to its wants, and the means, if need be, of adding
to it.

"3. The commerce and navigation ofthe country
have increased.

"4. its agricultural condition has improved.
There haa been a marked i}^rovcme7it i?i the

price of our great staple.

"6. A reduction of prices of ahnoslall, if not abso-

lutely of every article of consumption.
"1. To crown the whole, every branch of indus-

try has been stimulated to increased activity, and
confidence has been restored.*****
"Mr. President: It is pressed upon us in this argu-

ment that the aet 'jf 1842 imposes undue and pecu-
liar burdens on souther;; industry—on the planting
interest of the Soutli. 'i'his, sir, is to me an
awakening suggtetion— the burtien, if it exists,

operating alike on my coni?titucnt^ and iiiy3elf,and

upon me, p(;rsonally, U> the whole extiintof the pro-
du>".tivo property which I po.ssess. A little retlec-

tion, however, relieves me from apprehension. I

know that any tax wiiich the Gavernnient can im-
pose, in .so far as it operaf-e.-n upon eonouitiptioii, can
only compel the southern planter to share in the
burden which all cotisuiiiers have to bear. Experi-
ence satisfies me too that this caiiuot he to the whole
amount of liuty, hut the foreign i>ruJiicer niui?t bear
bis proportion o/ it in the diiiiini--,iied profit.-: of capi-

tal. I knou) thill Ihe pric of ;-iinliiti n produce has

not fallrn aincc these drilies ivi rt: iwjwsi d. I knoxo

too that the pricix of articli::! of f^ouHn-ni conmmjition.

huf^n not ri.irn. tnit li.tvc in in sm-ul'lij diinini.ihi:d."
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I shall Buroly not be blamed for an nnwillin^jncss

;o believe that the existing" system of revenue opc-
ratea hardly on the South and IVest. And ng'ain,

I ask, wiiy could not such a man as William Gas-
ion—why cannot our Grahams and Morehcads—see
this opnrcwaion ?

• I shall never for/^ct a spcccli I heard from North
Carolina's most distiiigu.'shcd son—Gaston—in the
earlier part of my life. It was, I think, atan Union
mectinpf, after North Carolina had been caUed the
" Rip Van Winkle of the South," because she
would not nullify an act of Congress. *' Hotter, far
' better," said Mr. Gaston, "be called tlio Rip Van
' Winkle of the South, than the Calalinc of the
' historian, or the Captain Robadill of the poet

—

' better sleep on forever, than wake to treason
' or disunion." These words were from the son
of one whose father's blood was shed by the
cncmice of liia; country; they were from the heart
and lips of a patriotic christian gentleman—who
v,-as long honored by my native State, and whose
memory is still cherished by all her true-hearted
sons. His mortal remains repose w-itliin the bor-
ders of that town in which thgsc "words that burn"
were spoken— it h a part of the country I repre^^ent.

When I forget the applause these .•=cntimenls nu't
with from that people, I shall forget them; and
when I do that, my " tongue will cleave to my
mouth and my right liand lose her cunning."
Rut my collcagiie complains of the amount of

money expended at the North, and he says: "Norlli
Carolina, for cxcnnpli:, is burdem.d to llic extent ofnot
leas than three miUions, and yet does not gel back one
hundred thousand dollars iJi any imyfrom the Govern-
ment. The clear loss in a peeuniary point of view,
on account of tin: action of the Government, may
be set down at three millions annuolly. The south-
ern SUvtcs generally are in the same condition."
Now, I cannot iniagine how my colleague calcu-

lates this three millions of burden. I fear it is, to
use his own words, a "want of accurate knowledge
' of all thefacts renders it impossible to determine pre-
' cisely the effect which our revenue systetnproducfs.'"

I should be glad to sec these "facts" stated. I

suspect my coflcague is as much mistaken in this

calculation a? he is in the nvmiber of fugitive slaves
escaping from a "few counties in Maryland." He
said, "a few counties in Maryland had, within six
' months, upon computation, lost one hundred
thousand dollars' worth."
Heissurely mistaken. A Senator from South Car-

olina (Mr. Rmf.ER) tsaid that "thirty thousand
' dollars' worth of slaves were sielen from Ken-
' tuckv annually;" and he added, "the loss to the
' people of the slav^iolding States may be estimated
' at two hundre(f thousand dollars annually."
Whose computation is right? Anil ray colleague
says Delaware loses "one hundred thousand dollars'
' worth of slaves each year." My colleague make.'!
the loss of a "few counties in Maryland," and the
loss of the State of Delaware, as great as Mr. Rut-
lEa thinks is the loss of the ".slavcholding States;"
and yet the members from Kentucky, Delaware and
Maryland, do not threaten to dissolve the Union.
Rut the complaint is, a small amount of money-

is expended at the South. * * * Whose fault
is< this ?

Mr. Tyler vetocfl a bill that contained an appro-
priation of twenty thousand dollars for the improve-
ment of Cape Fear river. Aufl when Congress
made an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars for
opening Roanoke inlet, on the coast of North Caro-
lina, Mr. Tyler pocketed the bill. Is this aggres-
sion.' It was an outrage, and well-becouiing a
strict constructionist of the school of 'OS and '99.

This is a work of inestimable value to a large por-
tion of my State. I hope to live to see it perfected.
The people in mine and my colleague's (Mr. Out-
law's) district will soon hold a convention relative
to this subject—a convention, not to dissolve the
Union, but to open a communication by which we

can reach New York by steam in a few hours—to
facilitate our intercourse, and bind?ua together in-

dissolubly. Virginia politicians have opposed this
work, and will oppose it. Open this communica-
tion, and, in the event of domestic rebellion, we
should speedily have thousands of New Yorkers

—

with whom our intercourse is now so frequent and
so friendly—brought on the wings of steam, ready
to stand by us.

Let not gentlemen complain of the North on this

score. When these internal improvenmUquostiona
arise 1 will promise to bring ten, yes, twenty
Whigs or Democrats, from the North or West, for

any southern Democrat my colleague will find.

My colleague, when speaking of the possibility

of a tli.ssolution, said;
" Sidijecting the goods of the North to a duty, with

thosefrom otherforeign cou7itries, looxdd at once give
a powerful stimulus to our own munxifacturrs. We
have already sullicicnt capital for the purpose. Rut
if needed, it would come m from abroad. English
capitalists have filled Relgium with factories. Why
did this occur? Simply because provisions were,
cheaper there and taxes lower than in England.
The same motives would bring them into the south-
ern country, since both the reasons assigned are
much stronger in our case. It has already been
proved that wacan manufacture some kinds of goods
more cheaply tluni the North."
What would the "free trade" gentlemen of the

South .say to that? Would not South Carolina be
optjrcased by that tariff law?
Rut we are to have "English capital." England

is too well satisfied with tlie tariff of '46 to lend ua
money to enable us to impose duties on "other for-

eign countries." England! who forbid om* fore-

fathers to tnanufacture—who punishes any man
who induces an artisan to leave her .shores—lend
us capital! In 1844, my colleague had "no reliance
' on the sincerity of the Rritish government.'*
Then he said: "England, who had abolished slave-
' ry in her West India islands, was seeking to in-
• terfcrc with the institution in other countries."
I ilo not believe our people will bo in love with this
idea.

My colleague spoke of the "other acquisitions of
• territory" to be made "after the next Presidential
' election."

I do not understand what this means. I hope he
does not mean that we are to engage in foreign
war again, as was intimated in the liiiltimore con-
vention by Mr. Hannegan— that we should annex
Yucatan and Cuba. 1 thought tlie defeat of GeA-
eral Cass had secured us from the dread oY such
horrid constquenccs. I advocated General Tay-
lor's election upon the ground that he wa» opposed
to foreign war. Are we to forbid New Mexico to
become a free State if she prefers it? How far are
we to go before we consent to allow a free State to
exist south of us ? Must we have " every man's
land that adjoins our own?"
There is but one other portion of my colleague's

remarks to which I will advert

:

" JIave not prominent northern politicians, of the

highest positions and the greatest influence, whose
names are xoell known to all gentlemen on this floor,
already declared that there is nothing in the Constitu-
tion of the United Stales which obstructs or ought to
obstruct the abolition of slavery by Congress in the
Slufes?"
My colleague is better acquainted with politicians

than I am. Rut I do not know any northern poli-
tician who ha.!i avowed such an opinion. Even the
RufTalo convention did not go that fnr. Again, he
says: In twenty-five years, if we are surrounded
by free Stiites, the condition of the South would be
" that, of Ireland; and soon, by the destruction of
' the remnants of the white population, become that
' of St. Domingo." And he'adds : "Northern men
' not only admit it, but constantly in their public
' speeches avow it to be their purpose to produce
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' this very cJtalc of tiling's." Sir, I must deny Uiis.

My collciijyuo is greatly mistaken. Since I read

hifl spcccli I Imve inquired, and I ain proud io sny I

have been unable to learn when northern men, or

one single northern man, ever avowed so atrocious

a sentiment. I can hear of no such man. Surely
such a wretch never contaminated thi.^ place.

I never heard of but one man ao wicked as to

think without iiorror of insurrection in thceouthcrn
States, and he was a Van Burcn Dcjnocrat from
Ohio, (Benjajun Tapp.\n, former Senator.)
My colleague spoke with contempt of those who

uttered the "insane and senseless cry of Union,
Union." He was "disgusted" at it. This disgust
13 but two years old.

In December, 1847, thus spoke my colleao-ue:

"It would bo vain, however, for us on either side
' to hope for such prosperity as we heave hitherto
< enjoyed. If the stream of our national existence
* should be divided, each brancli must roll a dirnin-
* ished volume, and would be able, only to bear a
* lesser burden. Such a separation would be the
' aaddcstof all partings. We should feel tliatour
* way was lonely, like thatof Hagar in the desert

—

' desolate as the wanderings ol our first parents,
* when crime had just begun," &c., &c.
Very handson^ely in the same strain:

"Vvc have a community of interest, which it

* woxikl seem that no party madness could break
* UD. We have, too, recollections of the past,
* which, to American feelings, arc stronger even
* than calculations of interest."
This was neither insane nor senseless; but ra-

tional, and sensible, and well becoming a Repre-
sentative of tiic old North State.

A single word as to California. This will be a
-"test question." The "California provi.so" one
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Inge) denounced.
What is it but declaring that the people of each
State shall have a right to decide lor themselves?
Wo have high southern authority for this. Mr.
Polk said, in his message, in 1848: ^' fV/iether Con-
gress shall legislate or not. the people of the acquired
Territories, when assembled in convention to'form
State cojistitutions, will possess the sole and cxchisive
power to determinefor themselves whether slavery shall

or shall not exist within their limits. If Congress shall

abstainfrom interfering with the question, thepeople of
these Territories icill be leftfree to adjust it as they may
think proper when they apply for ndmissioti as States
irito the Ijnion. No enactment of Congress could re-

strain the people of any of the sovereign States of
the Union, old or new, North or South, slavchold-
ing or non-slaveholding, from determining the
character of their own domestic institutions as they
may deem wise and proper. Any and all the
States possess this right, and Congress cannot de-
prive them of it."

In the southern address it is said: "Slavery is a
' dornestic institution. It belongs to the States, each
* for itself, to decide whctlier it shall be cstablislied
^ or not; and, if it be established, whether it should
' be abolished or i:ot."

, The Southern address, also, in referring to the
Missouri question in 181!), censures those who ad-
vocate amendments "havingfor their object to make
' it a condition of her admission that her constitu-
* tiou should have a provision to prohibit slavery."
The address states: "Those wlio objected to the

' amendments rested their opposition on the high
' ground of the right of self-government. They
' claimed that a territory, haviiig reached the period
* when it is proper for it to form a constitution and
' government for itself, becomes fully vested with
* all the rights of sclf-g-overiuvicnt ," &c., Sic.

The address argut-s further, that to assume that
Congress had a right to require any thing but that
the government must be republican, "would be
tantamount to the assumption of the right to make

' its entire constitution and government."
I commend this address to those Democratic

members who are talking of the "California pro-

viso."

I believe, Mr. Chairman, if wc r(\iect the applica-
tion of California for admission as a State, it will be
productive of the most calamitous consequences.
It will raise a sectional feeling throughout this

broad land thtvt may never be allayed. I cannot
vote against her admission for any reason 1 have
yet heard. I do notsec how any one can make her
admission a "teat nuestion," who does not wish to

bring about a dissolution of the Union. As a south-
ern man I want her admitted—the sooner the bet-

tor. I advocated the election of our present Chief
Magistrate, "not merely as a Whig, but as the
' OHEAT REPnESENTATlVE AND CUAMI'ICN OK THE
' PHINCIPLE OF TUB niGlIT OF MAN TO SELF-GOVERN-
' WENT." I will not consent to remand her: her
people are, most of them, our own citizens. There
might be danger of our compelling her to form a
government without our aid. She will, I trust,

soon be one of us. If no other southern man votes
as I do, I will vote for the admission of California.

Dead or alive, (as an Irishman said,) if I can get
here, 1 will vote for her admis.^ion.
A single word upon the question of Territorial

governments. I sec no plan better than that re-

commended by the President, and I shall cordially
support it.

I liavc no time for much argument, but will only
present a few questions and conclurle. . As a south-
ern man I feel indignant at t he instances of violated
faith and disregard of constitutional obligations on
the part of some of our northern States, relative to

fugitive slaves. But I believe, from all I can see
and hear, they will dc us justice in this respect.

But is a dissolution of the Union to remedy this

evil? Will not a separation greatly increase it?

If the Union is di.ssolvcd, will Abolition societies

be dead? .Far from it.

What is to become of all the property owned by
the United States?—what of all the money in the
hands of the disbursing ofliccrs? Where will all the
office-holders go? There will be the voice of la-

mentation heard in old Virginia that day! But,
independent of all considerations of interest, I be-

lieve the people of the Old Dominion are truly
attached to the Union. They ought to be. Hc'r

sons have "ruled its destinies." They have had a
full share of its honors and ofiircs. Sir, I believe

there are office-holders enough, natives of Virginia,
to whip any army of disunionists that can be raised
in the State.

"Why did not the southern Democracy, who now
talk of disunion, take care to provide in the Oregon
bill, and other bills containing the Wilmot proviso,

when Mr. Polk v.'as President, that sloA'cry should
exist south of a certain line? No, it might have
disturbed the harmony of the party.
Zaciiauy Taylou is now President. That makes

the difference.

If by any aggressions on the part of the North

—

which I do not anticipate— this Union is to be dis-

sdlvcd, I tell gentlemen North Carolina will form
no part of a southern confederacy, whose ruling
politicians entertain opinions like those avowed by
some of the southern Democracy on this floor. We
will build our great railroad, and before we become
hewers of wood and drawers of water for Virginia
and South Carolina, we will try, trusting in Provi-
dc'ice, to stand up, "solitary and alone." They
would soon involve us in war on account of black
sailors. North Caroliria has not been treated by
these sisters with kindness or respect. In 184'2,

South Carolina passed resolutions, and sent them
here, reflecting very unbecomingly on North Caro-
lina, and intiinatuig thai she was encouraging alv)

lition, because liei- people voted again.-t Mr. Van
ikircnl Time has proved wo were right. Vir-

ginia but a few years since in her legislature, upon
some que.«tion relating to railroads, was so dis-

courteous to North Carolina as to call for a proper

fSSSSi



but digiiilicd rebuke from our Governor Graham,
in his message to our legislature.

BeaitleSf thcffciicral tone of the newspapers, and
somctiinefi. public Bpeochcs of gentlemen of those

States, prove that thoy regard our people as infe-

rior to thcirfl. No, sir; if we had a southern con-
federacy, let Morth Carolina go as "Ilagar iu the

desert," rather than in company where she would
be regarded as an inferior. If Tcnncssco, our own
Tennessee, our daughter, will join us, wc can
aland against tiic world in arms. No (lissolution

could separate us; wc should continue as closely

united as the Siamese twins.
If North Carolina should johi a southern confcd-

cracv with Virginia and South Carolina, her fate

would be that of the dwarf who went to war in

'coir.pany with the giant. In one engagement, the
dwarf lost a hand, and his companion coming to

Ilia relief, they carried the day. In the next, tlie

dwarf lost an eye, but his companion aided him,
and they were victorious. But the giant appropri-
ated the spoils, and the dwarf's share was glory
and the honor of service with tlic giant. We should
not prove dwarfs in any contest; l)ut our treatment
after the battle was over would be like that of the
dwarf.

I have read recently in a newspaper tiiat a plan
has been made, if certain (questions arc not settled,

to break up our organization, by resorting, if ne-
cessary, to bowie-knives and pistols. I do not be-
lieve it. I hope it is a siandcr. A par# of the same
slanderous story is, that one-fifth of the members
of this House, having a right to call the yeas and
nays, will continue to cfo so, and if that will not
succeed, io resort to violence. It may sometimes
be proper to defeat an attempt to force any mea-
sure, without opportunity of debating it, in the
manner referred to—calling yeas and nays, ice;
but, as to resorting to violence, and attempt-
ing to stop ilie wheels of Government by this

means, I will not believe any man in his senses
ever dreamed of it. But if such a wicked scheme
were on foot, 1 have a remedy to propose. There
are two hundred and thirty-one members of this

House; one- third of these is seventy-seven—two-
thirds, one hundred and fifty-four. Now, by the
Constitution, two-third.s can expel a member. If

two-thirds of us do our duty, all will be well. A
member's privilege protects him, no matter what
lie says here, but he might be arrested for a breach
of the peace; and should any member here resort
to violence for such purposes as are referred to in
the newspapers, he will soon find himself where he
ought to be—in the penitentiary.

I advise all gentlemen who contemplate schemes
of disunion, to" read Uurr's triul. They may find

aonte valuable iiints there; they may learn tiiat a
man may be sfuilty of treason, though he may not
he corporeally present when the overt act is cum-
in itted.

iVIr. Asur;. Docs my colleague mean that calling
(he yca.^ and nays i.s treason?
Mr. Stanly. No; I do that frccjucntly myself;

I refer to a newspaper statement of an organized
i)lan to break up the Govcrument by violence.
A word or two now of the proposed Nashville

convention. I see no necessity ol any such con-
vention. I sec great reason, since the late demon-
?'.ration of a Senator from South Carolina, (Mr.
Calhoun,) why that convention should not meet,
and ought not to meet. He said, in the suuthern
address, «' be united." Many of his own friends
cannot go Willi him in his proposition for amond-
it;g the Constitution. No one knows what the con-
vention will or can do. The Wilmot proviso will
''lot pass ; that is one " test question." There ir, no
})03sibility a bill will be passed abolishing t-lavcry
m this District ; that, with some, i-s another "test
question." Then as to fugitive slaves— let us see
\vhcther additional legislation will not be granted
diis session ; and that ought to be a " test fjucstion"

5

for those States who have lost fugitive slaves. Then
as to the admission of California—as to what ia

called maliciously the Executive proviso—ho who
gocd to the Nashville convention to produce opposi-

tion to the Government on thia account, is no friend

of hi.s country, atid ia iu favor of disunion, no mat-
ter what Congress docs or refuses to do.

Nashville, 1 should have thought, would have
been the last place selected for the meeting of such
a convention. Near that city is the grave of An-
drew .Jack.«5on. I differed in opinion with this

celebrated man, as to t he propriety of some of his

measures while he was President. But he won my
liighest admiration, by his patriotic firmness in
nutting down nullification in 1833. Ills services to

his country then threw into the shade, or rather

atlded brightness to liis military renown. And, if

he had rendered no other service to his country, he
v/ould have been entitled to the Lasting gratitude of
his countrymen.
When that convention meets, I suppose some

Democrat will oflcr a resolution tcatifymg the re-

.spcct of that body for his memory. What will

they say of his ad ministration as President .'' What
of that admirable message of January 16th, 1833

—

the last paragraph of which deserves to be printed
in letters of golci

I think it would be an outrage upon the fcelinffs

of the ])eople of this country—an insult to the

memory of GcBNcralJackson, to allow that conven
tion to meet in T^ashville, to consider the propriety
of dissolving the Union.

1 do not believe the people of Nashville will per
mit it; and if that convention meets, and a propo-
sition is made to consider even whether the Union
ought not to be dissolved, I hope the citizens ol

Nashville will drive every traitor of them into the
Cumberland river.

If any of the good people of North Carolina have
thought that it might be possibly proper for them
to attend that convention, they vfill think better of

it, I have no doubt, after they read the recent extra-
ordinary speech of a Senator from South Carolina,
(Mr. Calhoun'.) In that speech he tells us, our
government is "as absolute as that of the Autocrat
' of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency as any
' absolute government that ever existed." And
then he tells us what no southern roan has ever
thought of before, that in addition to all that poli-

ticians, public meetings, and State Legislatures
have demanded, we must have, to save the Union,
an amendment of the Constitution, "which will re-
' store to the South, in substance, the power she
' possessed of protecting herself before the ecjuili-

' brium between the sections was destroyed by the
' action of this Government."' Was ever a propo-
sition more preposterous.' I liave tried, since the
speech w.as delivered, to .ascertain wiiat this pro-
pcscd amendment is, and I cannot. Congress is to

obey his suggestions, no matter what they are, to

be communicated in his ov.-n time ! Sir, he asks
impos.sibili tics, and I am compelled to believe he
askd thcni because he knows tncy arc impossibili-

ties.

I have heard several .speeches here containing'
ideas similar to some of those advanced in this

speech; wc have had little dribbling streams—the
spring from whence they sprang is now exposed to

view.
Mr. Chairman, my honorable colleague before

me (Mr. Vknable) gave utterance to some opin-
ions in his speech which I regret I have not time to

reply io. I think my colleague's v.-ords arc stronger
than he intended. He says :

" The bitter waters of
' strife arc about to be substituted for the refreshing
' streams of patriotic affection." I hope not. He
wants no " watcr.s of strife." It is not in his nature
to enjoy them.

I have time only to refer to one part of my col-

league's speccii, (Mr. Venable's.) He says: "The
' South has kept faith with the North in all things
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in which tho covenant bound tlicm." Aa far as
North Carolina is tho South, she has kept faithj but
that ia not 60 with all tlic South.

'

I aerec with my colleague that we have cause of
coinplttint agwinst some oT the northern States, who
have done outrage to tho Constitution, and treated
us shamefully in regard to fugitive slaves. Wo
have cause of complanit on account of their resolu-
tions upon the subject of slavery. But some of my
colleague's political associates forget that this Con-
stitution was framed not only to protect southern
property, but to encourage American labor. North
as well as South. Have wc had no warfare against
the protective tariff? Yes, for more than twenty
years. And wlicn the compromise hill in 1833 was
pjissed, the home valuation feature was inserted
with the express purpose of giving protection to
American manufactures. Yet when the compro-
mise expired, some of our southern politicians vio-
lently opposed the home valuation feature, and
talked of a dissolution of the Union if tho protective
policy was revived.

Sir, I know better than my colleague, from my
being on the seaboard, the losses our people have
sustained from fugitive slaves; and I believe the
compromise act, which was passed to gratify or to
save from trouble a portion of the SoutTi, sacrificed
as many inillioiis of dollars of northern property as
the whole Soutli ever lost in thousands of dollars in
fugitive slaves. But 1 will not dwell longer on my
colleague's speech. He is an amiaiile gentleman,
very companionable, possessing no small literary
acquirements. What Goldsmith said of his friend
Hickcy, I think, I can say of my colleague, (Mr.
Venable:)

*_jHe cherished his friend, and relished his bumper,
' Yet one fault he had, and that was a thumper"

—

not only that of being an attorney—but my col-
league is from one of the "double F V's"—

a

first family Virginia crentleman—a strict construc-
tionist—republican—democrat of the, school of " '98

and '99"—and to expect any thing reasonable in
politics from such a quarter, is most unreasonable.
Mr. Chairman, I must conclude. I have spoken

freely; I think the times require it. T have not in-
tended to speak offensively to any gentleman in
this House ; but I have spoken what I believe my
duty to my country demanded, and I have spoken
what I believed to be true'.

I have an abiding trust and confidence in the
Ruler of nations, that he will not suffer evil counsels
to prevail among us. He, without whose knowledge
not a sparrow falleth to the ground, will, I hope.

preserve this country, that wc sliall continue lobe
an asylum to the oppressed of all lands. I bcliovo

that as hundreds of years will have rolled by, and
generation after generation passed away, iii the

words of the great defender of tho Constitution,

(Mr. Webster,) "Liberty and Union, now and
forever, one and inseparable," will continue to be
a sentiment dear to every true American heart.

Yes, I believe in a special Providence. Washing-
ton was preserved through countless dangers, and
in one battle bad two horses shot under him. "The
GreatSpirit,"asthe Indian chief told him, preserved
him from harm.
He was called on, in peace, to put down rebellion

and preserve the Union.
Jackson, too, rendered great and important ser-

vices to his country in war, and In' his firmness in

time of peace cruslied the spirit of*^disunion during
his administration. And when wc remember the

long and faithful service of the incorrupilbly honest

man, of the patriot soldier, now at thehelib of state,

—when we remember how his life was spared, when
in the midst of dangers his conduct has thrown a

blaze of glory on the arms of his country,—who can
doubt ho will perform his duty to the Union—that,

"whatever dangers may threaten it," he will "stand
' by it and maintain it in its integrity, to the full

* extent of the obligation imposed aim the power
* conferred upon Him by the Constitution?" His

civil administration,! trust, will be so glorious that

it will eclipse his military renown.
Let the storm of party roll on; let politicians

carry on their party manoeuvres; the hearts of the

southern people are right. They are watching our

deliberations, in the hope th.-jtonr measures will

prove "salutary examples, not only to the present,
' but to future times; and solemnly proclaim that

* the Constitution and the laws are supreme, and
' the Union indissoluble." They will say amen, in

response to me, when I say, God grant the day may
never come, when I shall behold a citizen of Califor-

nia, Maine or Flori('a, and say "he is not my
' countryman:"
Mr. Chairman, when the gallant Ethan Allen

surprised Ticonderojya, and demanded of the com-
mander that he should surrender the fort, he asked

Allen "by what authority?" "I demand it," re-

plied Allen, "in the name ofthe great Jehovah, and

of the Continental Congress."
Invoking the protection of the great Jehovah, for

our whole country, in the name of the people of

North Carolina I say, this Union cannot be, shall

not be destroyed. Those whom God hath joined

together, no man or set of men can put asunder.
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