


A.C. 69, 70.

Tae last winter of Jerusalem passed away in the
same ferocious civil contests ; her streets ran with
the blood of her own children ; and instead of oe-
ganizing a regular defence against the approaching
enemy, each faction was strengthening its own
position against the unintermitting assaults of its
antagonists. The city was now divided into three
distinct garrisons, at fierce and implacable hos-
tility with each other. Eleazar, the son of Simon,
the man who was the first cause of the war, by
persuading the people to reject the offerings of the
Roman Emperors, and who afterwards had set
himself at the head of the Zealots, and seized the
temple, saw, with deep and rankling jealousy, the
superiority assumed by John of Gischala. He
rretended righteous indignation at his sanguinary
proceedings, and at length, with several other men
of influence, Judas, the son of Hilkiah, Simon, the
son of Ezron, and Hcezekiah, the son of Chobar,
he openly seceded from the great band of Zealots
who remained true to John, and scized the inner
court of the temple. And now the arms of savage
men, reeking with the blood of their fellow citi-
zens, were seen to rest upon the gates and walle
of the Holy of Holies: the sacred songs of the
Levites gave place to the ribald jests of a de-
bauchod soldiery ; instead of the boly instruments
B3
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of music, were heard the savage shouts of fighting
warriors ; and among the appointed victims, men,
mortally wounded by the arrows of their own
brethren without. lay gasping on the steps of
the altar. The band of Eleazar was amply sup-
pl'ed with provisions ; for the stores of the temn-
ple were full, and they were not troubled with
religious scruples. But they were few, and could
only defend themselves within, without venturing
to sally forth against the enemy. The height of
their position gave them an advantage over John,
whose numbers were greatly superior—yet, though
he suffered considerable loss, John would not in-
termit his attacks; clouds of missiles were continu-
ally discharged into the upper court of the temple,
and the whole sacred pavement was strewn with
dead bodies.

Simon, the son of Gioras, who occupied the
upper city, attacked John the more fiercely, because
his strength was divided, and he was likewise
threatened by Eleazar from above. But John had
tle same advantage over Simon, which Eleazar
Lad over John. It was a perilous enterprise to
scale the ascent to the temple, and on such ground
the Zealots had no great difficulty in repelling the
incessant assaults of Simon's faction. Against
Elcazar’s party they tumed their engines, the
scorpions, catapults, and balistas, with which they
slew not a few of their enemies in the upper
court, and sume who came to sacrifice: for it
was a strange featurc in this fearful contest, that
the religious ceremonies etill went on upon the
altar, which was often encircled with the dead;
beside the human victims which fell around, the
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customary sacrifices were regularly offered. Not
only the pious inhabitants of Jerusalem constantly
entreated and obtained permission to offer up their
gifts and prayers before the altar of Jehovah, but
even strangers from distant parts would still a--
rive, and, passing over the pavement slippery with
human blood, make their way to the temple of
their  fathers, where they fondly thouglt the
Ged of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob still retained
his peculiar dwelling within the Holy of Holies.
—PFree ingress and egress were granted; the
native Jews were strictly searched, the strangers
were admitted with less difliculty; but often in
the very act of praver, or sacrifice, the arrows
would come whizzing in, or the heavy stone fall
thundering on their heads; and they would pay
with their lives the price of kneeling and worship-
ping in the sacred place.

The contest raged more and more fiereely—for
the abundant stores within the temple so unspar-
ingly supplied the few adherents of Eleazar, that,
in their drunkenness, they would occasionally sally
out against John.  When these attacks took place,
John stood on the defensive ; from the outer por-
ticoes repelled Simon, and with his engines within
harassed Eleazar. When the drunken or over~
wearied troops of Eleazar gave him repose, he
would sally forth against Simon, and waste tha
city. Simon, in his turn, would drive him back ;
and thus the space around the temple became a
mass of ruin and desolation ; and iu these desul-
tory conflicts, the granaries, which, if carefully
protected and prudently husbanded, might have
maingsined the city in pienty for years, were either
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wantonly thrown to waste or set on fire by Simon,
lest they should be seized by John.

The people in the mean time, particularly the
old men and the women, groaned in secret ; some
uttered their prayers, but not aloud, for the speedy
arrival of the Romans, to release them from the
worse tyranny of these fierce strangers. In one
point the three parties concurred, the persecution
of the citizens, and in the condign punishment of
every individual, whom they suspected of wishing
well to the Roman army, as their common enemy.
It was dreadful to witness the deep and silent
misery of the people ; they dared not utter their
griefs, their very groans were watched, and stifled
in their hearts. But it was even more dreadful
to see the callous hard-heartedness which had
seized all ranks—all were alike become reckless
from desperation: there was no feeling for the
nearest kindred, their very burial was neglected—
all the desires, the hopex, the interests of life were
extinguished ; death was so near, it was scarcely
worth while to avoid it. Men went trampling
over dead bodies as over the common pavement ;
and this familiarity with murder, as it deadened
the hearts of the citizens, so it increased the fe-
rocity of the soldiers. Yet, even in the midst of
all this, the old religious prejudices were the last
to yield. Among the atrocities of John, the
promiscuous spolations and murders, one act
made etill a deep im ion upon the public
mind, his scizingpwmmred timbers of great
size and beauty which Agripps had brought from
Lebanon, for the purpose of raising the temple
Swenty feet, and his converting them o Sl pro-
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fane use of raising military towers, to annoy
faction of Eleazar in the inner temple. He er
these towers on the west side, where alone there
was an open space, the others being occupied by
flights of steps. The force of the three factions
was as follows ; Simon had 10,000 men, and 5000
Idumeans ; John 6000 ; Eleazar 2400.*

At length, after this awful interval of sy
the war approached the gates of Jerusalem.
baving travelled from Egypt, arrived at Ceesarea,
and began to organize his forces. ' In addition
to the three legions which Vespasian had com-
manded, the twelfth retuned to Syria, burning
with revenge for its former disgraceful defeat under
Cestius Gallus. The Syrian kings sent large con-
tingents. The legions were full, the men who
had been drafted off by Vespasian having been
replaced by 2000 picked troops from Alexandria,
and 8000 of those stationed on the Euphrates.
Tiberius Alexander, who was distinguished not
only by his wisdom and iutegrity, but by the in»
timate friendship of Titus, was appointed tg &
high command. He had been the first, in the
recent political changes, to espouse the party of
Vespasian; and his experience in amms and
knowledge of the country which he had once
governed, added weight to his counsels. The
army advanced in its customary order of march:
first the allies; then the pioncers; the baggage of
the principal ofticers strougly guarded; then Tit
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himself, with a select guard of spearmen; then the
horse attached to the legions; the military en-
gines next, strongly guarded ; the cagles and
the trumpeters followed ; then the legionaries in
their phalanx, six deep ; the slaves with their bag-
gage; last of all, the mercenarics, with the rear-
guard to keep order. The host moved slowly

h Samaria into Gophna, and encamped in
the valley of Thorns. near a village called Gaboth
Saul, the Hill of Saul, about 3} miles from Jeru-
salem. Titus himself, with 60U horse, went for-
ward to reconnoitre. As they wound down the
last declivities which sloped towards the walls,
the factious and turbulent city scemed reposing in
perfect peace. The gates were closed, not a man
a The squadron of Titus turned to the
nght, filed off and skirted the wall wwards the
tower of Psephina—On a sudden the gate behind
him, near the tower of the Women, towards the
monument of Helena, burst open ; and countless
multitudes threw themselves, some across the road
on which Titus was advancing, some right through
his line, separating those who had diverged from
the rest of the party. Titus was cut off with only
a few followers—to advance was impossible.
The ground was covered with orchards and gar-
dens, divided by stonc walls and intersected by
deep trenches and water-courses, which reached
to the city walls. To retreat was almost as
difficult, for the enemy lay in thousands across
his road. Titus saw that not a moment was to be
lost: he wheeled his horse round,.called to his
men to follow him, and charged fiercely through.
Darts and javeling fell in showers around him ; he



THE SIEGE FORMED, 9

had ridden forth to reconnoitre, not to battle, and
had on neither helmet nor breastplate. Providen-
tially not an arrow touched him—clearing his way
with his sword on both sides, and trampling down
the enemy with his fiery steed, he continued to
cleave his passage through the dense masses. The
Jews shouted with astonishment at the bravery of
Ciesar, but exhorted cach other to secure the in-
estimable prize. Yet still they shrank and made
way before him—his followers forned around him
as well as they could, and at length they reached
their camp in safety—onc man had been surrounded
and pierced with a thousand javelins—another,
having dismounted, was slain, and his horse was
led away into the city. The triumph of the Jews
was unbounded—C:wsar himself had been seen to
fly—it was the promise and presage of more glo-
rious and important victories.

The legion from Emmaus now joined the camp,
and advanced to Scopos, within a mile of the city,
from which all its extent could be surveyed. A
level plain lay between the army and the northera
wall ; the Romans encamped, two legions in front,
the fifieenth three stadia behind.  The tenth legion
now likewise arrived from Jericho, and occupied
a station at the foot of the Mount of Olives.

Each from hLis scparate watch-tower, Eleazar
fiom the summit of the temple, Joln from the
‘orticoes of the outer courts, and Simon frowm the
ne‘x‘l;u of Sion, beheld three camps forming im-
mediately l;l!d:L the walls of the city. :‘forthe ﬁx
time they felt the imperious uecessity of conco
Thuyu{end into iations, and agreed on a
simultaneous attack ; their mutual animosity turned
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to valiant emulation ; they seized their arms, and
rushing along the Valley of Jehoshaphat, fell with
unexpected and irresisuble impetuosity upon the
tenth legion at the foot of the Mount of Olives.
The legionaries were at work on their intrench-
ments, and many of them unarmed. They fell
back, overpowered by the suddenness of the onset ;
many were killed before they could get to their
ams. Still more and more came swarming out
of the city ; and the consternation of the Romans
vet further multiplied their numbers. Accustomed
to fight in array, they were astoniched at this
wild and desultory warfare; they occasionally
turned, and cut off some of the Jews, who ex-
posed themselves in their blind furv; but, over-
borne by numbers, they were on the verge of
total and irreparable defeat ; when Titus, who had
reccived intelligence of the assault, with some
picked men, fell as unexpectedly on the flank of
the Jews, and drove them up the valley with great
loss. Still the battle raged the whole day ; 'lgitus,
having planted the troops who came with him in
front across the vallev, sent the rest to seize and
fortify the upper part of the hill. The Jews mis-
took this movement for flight, their watchmen on
the walls shook their garments violently as a sig-~
nal; it seemed as if the whole city poured forth,
roaring and raging like wild beasts. The ranks
of the Romans were shattered by the charge, as
if by military engines ; they fled to the inountain,
Titus was again left with but a few followers, on

the declivi Wigh the advangage-of the
he *Mmlmﬂum
his adversaries down ; but like wewes broken by a
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promentory, they went rushing up on both sides,
uing the other fugitives, or tuming and raking
is party on both flanks. Those on the mount, as
they saw the enemy swarming up the hill, were
again scized with a panic, and dispersed on all
sides, until a few, horror-struck at the critical situ-
ation of their commander, by a loud outcry raised
an alarm among the whole legion, and bitterly re-
proaching each other for their base desertion of
their Civsar, with the resolute courage of men
ashamed of their flight, rallied their scattered
forces, made head, and drove the Jews down the
hill, into the vallev. The Jews contested every
foot of ground, till at length thev were completely
repulsed, and Titus again having established a
strong line of outposts, dismissed his wearied men
to their works.

It was now the Passover. the period during
which, in the earlier days of the Mosaic polity, or
during the splendour of their monarchy, the whole

seople used to come up with light and rejoicing
carts to the hospitable city, where all were wel-

come ; where every house was freely opened and
without reward ;: and the united voices of all the
sons of Abraham blessed the Almighty for their
deliverance from Egypt. Even in these disastrous
days the festival retained its reverential hold upon
the hearts of the people.  Not merely multitudes
of Jews from the adjacent distriets, but even from
remote quarters, were assembled to cel brate the
last public Passover of the Jewish nation. Dio
Cassius states that many Jews came from beyond
the Euphrates to join in the defence of the eity;
y he meant those strangers who had come
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to the festival. These numbers only added to the
miseries of the inhabitants, by consuming the
stores and hastening the general distress and fa-
mine. Yet, even the day of sacrifice was chosen
by John of Gischala, for an act of treachery and
bloodshed. When Eleazar opened the gates of
the court to admit the worshippers, some of John’s
most desperate adherents, without having per-
formed their ablutions, (Josephus adds this as a
eat aggravation of the crime,) stole in among
the rest with their swords under their cloaks. No
sooner were they within, than they threw away
their cloaks, and the peaceful multitude beheld the
swords of these dauntless ruffians flashing over
their heads. The worshippers apprehended a ge-
neral massacre. Eleazar’s Zealots knew well on
whom the attack was made. They leaped down
and took refuge in the subterrancan chambers of
the temple. The multitude cowered round the
altar, some were slain out of wantonness, or from
rivate animosity—others trampled to death. At
ength, having glutted their vengeance upon those
with whom they had no feud, the partisans of John
came to terms with their real enemies.  They were
permitted to come up out of their hiding places,
even to resume their arms, and Eleazar was still
left in command; but onc faction became thus
absorbed in another, and two parties iustead of
three divided the city.

In the mean time Titus was cautiously ad-
vancing his approaches. The whole plain from
8copos to the outward wall was levelled. The
blooming gardens with their bubbling fountains,
and cool water-courses, in which the inhabitants of
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Jerusalem had cnjoyed sweet hours of delight and
recreation, were ruthlessly swept away. The trees,
now in their spring flower, fell before the axe, the
Jandmarks were thrown down, the water-courses
destroyed: cven the deep and shady glens were
levelled and filled up with the masses of rugged
and picturesque roclI:s which used to overshadow
them. A broad and level road led from Scopes
to the tomb of Herod, near the pool of Serpents.
While this work was procceding, one day, a
considerable body of the Jews was seen to come,
as if driven out from the gate ncar the tower of the
Women. They stood cowering under the walls as
if dreading the attack of the Romans. It seemed
as if the peace party had expelled the fiercer insur-
gents, for many at the same time were seen upon
the walls, holding out their right hands in token of
surrender, and making signs that they would open
the gates. At the same time they began to throw
down stones on those without ; the latter appeared
at one moment to endeavour to force their way
back, and to supplicate the merey of those on the
walls ; at another to advance towards the Romans,
and then retreat as if in terror.  The unsuspecting
soldiers were about to charge in a body, qu the
more wary Titus ordered them to remain in their
position. A few, however, who were in front of
the workmen, seized their arms and advanced
towards the gates. The Jews fled, till their pur-
suers were 80 close to the gates as to be within
the flanking towers, They then turned, others
sallied forth and surrounded the Romans, while
those on the walls hurled down stones and every
kind of missile on their heads. After suffering
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great loss in killed and wounded, some of
effected their retreat, and were pursued by the
Jews to the monument of Helena. The Jews,
not content with their victory, stood and laughed
at the Romans for having been deceived by so
simple a stratagem, clashed their shields, and as-
sailed them with everv ludicrous and opprobrious
epithet. Nor was this the worst; they were re-
ceived with stern reproof by their tribunes, and
Ciesar himself addresced them in the language
of the strongest rebuke: * The Jews,” he said,
* who have no leader but despair, do every thing
with the utmost coolness and precaution, lay am-
bushes, and plot stratagems; while the Romans,
who used to enslave fortune by their steady dis-
cipline, are become so rash and disorderly, as to
venture into battle without command.” He then
threatened, and was actually about to put into
execution, the militarv law, which punished such a
breach of order with death—had not the other
troops surrounded him, entreating mercy for their
fellow soldiers, and pledging themselves to redeem
the blow by their future regularity and discipline.
Ceesar was with difficulty appeased,

The approach to the city was now complete,
and the army took up a position along the northern
and western wall. They were drawn up, the foot
in front, seven deep, the horse behind, three deep,
with the archers between them. The Jews were
thus effectually blockaded ; and the beasts of bur~
then, which carried the baggage, came up to the
camp in perfoct security. Titus himself encamped
about a quarter of a mile from the wall, near the
tower Psephina; another part of the army near the
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tower called Hippicus, at the same distance ; the
tenth legion kept its station near the mount of Olives.
Jerusalem at this period was fortified by three
walls, in all those parts where it was not sur-
rounded by abrupt and impassable ravines; there
it had but one. Not that these walls stood one
within the other, each in a narrower circle rinning
round the whole city ; but each of the inner walls
defended one of the several quarters into which
the city was divided—or it might be almost said,
one of the separate cities. Since the days in
which David had built his capital on the rugged
heights of Sion, great alterations had taken place
in Jerusalem. That eminence was still occupied
by the upper city ; but in addition, first the hill of
Moriah ?md been taken in, on which the temple
stood , then Acra, which was originally, although a
part of the same ridge, separated by a deep chasm
from Moriah. This chasm was almost entirely
filled up, and the top of Acra levelled by the
Asmonean princes, so that Acra and Moriah were
united, though on the side of Acra the temple
resented a formidable front, connected by several
{:ridgcs or causeways with the lower city. To the
south the height of Sion, the upper city, was sepa-
rated from the lower by a ravine, which ran right
through Jerusalem, called the Tyropeeon, or the
valley of the Cheesemongers : at the edge of this
ravine, on both sides, the streets suddenly broke
off, though the walls in some places must have
crossed it, and it was bridged in more than one
part. To the north extended a considerable suburb
called Bezetha, or the new city.
The first or outer wall encompassed Besetha.
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Agrippa the First had intended, as it has been
mentioned, to make this of extraordinary strength ;
but he had desisted from the work, on the inter-
ference of the Romans; who appear to have for-
seen that this refractory city wou{)dc hereafter force
them to take arms against it. Had this wall
been built according to the plan of Agrippa, the
city, in the opinion of Josephus, would have been
impregnable. This wall began at the tower Hip-
picus, which stood, it seems, on a point at the
extreme corner of Mount Sion: it must have
crossed the western mouth of the valley of Tyro-
jcea, and run directly north to the tower of Psc-
phina, proved clearly by D'Anville to have been
what was called during the crusades Castel Pisano.
It then bore towards the monument of Helena,
ran by the royal caverns to the Fuller's monument,
and was carried into the valley of Kedron or
Jehoshaphat, where it joined the old or inner
wall um{:ar the temple.  The wall, however it fell
short of Agrippa's design, was of considerable
strength. The stones were 35 feet long, so solid
as not easily to be shaken by battering engines,
or undermined. It was 174 feet broad; it had
only been carried to the same height by Agrippa,
but it had been hastily run up by the Jews to 35
feet ; on its top stood battlements 3} fect, and
pinnacles 53; so the whole was nearly 45 feet

‘The second wall began at a gate in the old or
inner one, called Gennath, the gate of the gardens;
it intersected the lower city, and having struck
northward for some distance, turned to the east
and joined the north-west comer of the citadel of
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Antonia. The Antonia stood at the north-west
comer of the temple, and was separated from
Bezetha by a deep ditch, which probably protected
the whole northern front of the temple, as well as
of the Antonia.

The old or inner wall was that of Sion. Start-
ing from the south-western porticoes of the temple,
to which it was united, it ran along the ridge of

-the Tyropceon, passed first the Xystus, then the
*Council house, and abutted on the tower Hippicus,
{ Yom whence the northern wall sprang. The old
wall then ran southward through Bethso to the
gate of the Essenes, all along the ridge of the
valley of Hinnom, then eastward again to the
pool of Solomon, so on through Ophla, probably
a decp glen : it there joined the castern portico of
the temple. Thus there were, it might seem, four
distinct towns, each requiring a separate siege.
The capture of the first wall only opened Bezetha,
the fortifications of the northern part of the temple,
the Antonia, and the second wall still defended
the other quarters. The second wall forced, only
a part of the lower city was won; the strong
rock-built citadel of Antonia and the temple on
one hand, and Sion on the other, were not in the
least weakened.

The whole circuit of these walls was guarded
with towers, built of the smne solid masonry with
the rest of the walls. They were 35 feet broad,
and 85 high; but above this height, were lofty
chambers, and above those again upper rooms,
and large tanks to receive the rain-water. Broad
flights of steps led up to them. Ninety of these
towers stood in the first wall, fourteen in the

VOL. IiI. C
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second,. and sixty in the third. The intervals be-
tween the towers were about 350 feet. The whole
circuit of the city according to Josephus was 38
stadia—rather more than 4 miles. The most mag-
nificent of all these towers was that of Psephina,
opposite to which Titus encamped. It was 122}
feet high, and commanded a noble view of the
whole territory of Judeea, to the border of Arabia,
and to the sea: it was an octagon. Answering
to this was the tower Hippicus, and following the
old wall, stood those of ;hasaelis and Mariamne,
built by Herod, and named after his wife and hid
brother and friend. These were stupendous even
as works of Herod. Hippicus was square; 483
feet each way. The whole height of the tower
was 140 feet—the tower itself 52}, a decp tank
or reservoir 35, two stories of chambers 43},
battlements and pinnacles 83. Phasaelis was a
solid square of 7V feet. It was surrounded by a
portico 174 feet high, deferded by breastworks
and bulwarks, and above the portico was another
tower, divided into lofty chambers and baths. It
was more richly ornamented than the rest with
battlements and pinnacles, so that its whole height
was above 167 feet. It looked from a distance
like the tall pharos of Alexandria. This stately
palace was tll:e dwelling of Simon. Mariamne,
though not equal in elevation, was more luxu-
riout?fﬁt&ed up; it was built of solid wall 35 feet
high, and the same width : on the whole, with the
upper chambers, it was about 763 high. These
loz;'towen appeared still higher from their situ-
ation. stood upon the old wall, which ran
along the stoep brow of Sion. The masonry was
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rfect: they were built of white marble, cut in
Hocks 35 feet long, 174 wide, 8} high, so fitted
that the towers seemed hewn out of the solid

1 Such was the strength of the city which Titus
surveyed from the surrounding heights, if with
something like awe at its impregnable strength,
with still greater wonder and adniration at its un-
exampled magnificence : for within these towers
stood the palace of the Kings, of the most extra~
ordinary size and splendour. It was surrounded
by a wall 35 feet high, which was adorned by
towers at equal distances,and by spacious barrack
rooms with 100 beds in each. It was paved with
every variety of rare marble ; timbers of unequalled
length and workmanship supported the roofs. The
chambers were countless, adorned with all kinds
of figures, the richest furniture, and vessels of
gold and silver. There were numerous cloisters,
of columns of different orders, the squares within
of beautiful verdure ; around were groves and
avenues, with fountains and tanks, and bronse
statues pouring out the water. There were like-
wise large houses for tame doves. Much of this
magnificence, however, had already run to waste
and ruin, during the conflict within the city. The
beautiful gardens were dJesvlate, the chambers
undéred. A fire, that originated in the Antonia,
ad crossed over to the palace and injured a con-
siderable part, even the roofs of the three towers.
The fortress Antonia stood alone, on a preci.
pitous rock near 90 feet high, at the north-west
corner of the temple. It was likewise a work of
Herod. The whole face of the rock wus fronted
o :
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with smooth stone for omament, and to make the
ascent so slippery as to be impracticable; round
tke top of rock there was first a low wall,
rather more than five feet high. The fortress was
70 feet in height. It had every luxury and con-
venience of a sumptuous palace, or even of a city ;
spacious halls, courts, and baths. It appeared
1&: a vast square tower, with four other towers at
each comer : three of them between 80 and 90
feet high: that at the corner next to the temple
above 120. From this the whole temple might
be seen, and broad flights of steps led down inge
the northern and western cloisters or porticoes of
the temple, in which, during the Roman govern-
ment, their guard was stationed.

High above the whole city rose the Temple,

iting the commanding strength of a citadel with
the of a sacred edifice. According to
Josephus the esplanade on which it stood
Been considerably enlarged bg the accumulation
of fresh soil, since the days of Solomon, pasticu-
larly on the north side. 1t now covered a sq
of a furlong each side.® Solomon had the
K:ecipitous sides of the rock on the east, and per-

the south, with huge blocks of stone; the
cl.gtlidu likewise had been built up with per-
i walls to an 2::1 height. ese walls

mmw were lower 800 cubits, 538 feet ;
but whole height was not seen, excepting on
the eastern and ps the southern sides, as the
earth was heaped up to the level of the streets of

* D'Anville, ffom an estimate of the present area of the
I&il.l,i- :Wummmuhm
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they might not advance : to this they had access
lkewise by one of the northern, and one of the
southern gates, which were set apart for their use.
Around this court ran another splendid range of
rticoes or cloisters : the columns were quite equal
m beauty and workmanship, though not in size, to
those of the outer portico. Nine of these gates,
or rather gateway towers, were richly adomed with
old and silver on the doors, the door-posts, and
lintels. The doors of each of the nine gates
were 524 feet high, and half that breadth. Within,
the gateways were 52} feet wide and deep, witlf
rooms on each side, so that the whole looked like
lofty towers : the height from the base to the sum-
mit was 70 feet. Each gateway had two lo

pillars 21 fect in circumference. But that whic
excited the greatest admiration was the tenth,
asually called the Beautiful Gate of the Temple.
It was of Corinthian brass of the finest workman-
ship. The height of the Beautiful Gate was 87},
its doors 70 feet. The father of Tiberius Alex-
ander had sheeted these gates with gold and silver;
his a son was 1o witness their ruin by the
ering hands and fiery torches of his Roman
iends.  Within this quadrangle there was a further
separation ; a low wall which divided the priests
from the Israclites: ncar this stood the great
bragen altar. Beyond, the Temple itsclf reaved its
glittering front. The great porch or Pro y
according to the design of the last, or Herod's
Temple, extended to a much greater width than
the body of the Temple ; in addition ¢o the former
width of 105 foet, it had two wings of 35 sich,
ing in the whole 175. The great gate of this
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Inst quadrangle, to which there was an ascent of
twelve steps, was called that of Nicanor. The gate-
way tower was 132} feet high, 43} wide: it had
no doors, but the trontispiece was covered with
gold, and through its spacious arch was seen the
golden gate of the Temple glittering with the
same precious metal, with large plates of which it
was sheeted all over. Above this gate hung the
celebrated golden vine. This extraordinary piece
of workmanship had bunches, according to Jose-
phus, as large as a man. The Rabbins add that,
“like a true natural vine, it grew greater and
greater ; men would be offering, some, gold to
make a leaf, some a grape, some a bunch: and
these were hung up upon 1t, and so it was increas-
ing continuallv.”

The Temple itself, excepting in the extension of
the wings of the Propyleon, was probably the
same in its dimensions and distribution with that
of Solomon. [t contained the same holy treasures,
if not of equal magnificence, vet by the zeal of
successive ages, the frequent plunder to which it
had been exposed, was constantly replaced ; and
within, the golden candlestick spread out its flow-
ering branches; the golden table supported the
show bread, and the altar of incense flamed with
its costly perfume. The roof of the Temple had
been set all over on the outside with sharp golden
spikes, to prevent the birds from scttling, and
defiling the roof ; and the gates were still sheeted
with plates of the same splendid metal. At a dis-
tance, the whole Temple looked literally like * a
mount of snow, frettad with golden pinnacles.”

Looking down upon its marble courts, and on
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the Temple itself, when the sun arose above the
Mount of Olives, which it directly faced, it was
impossible, even for a Roman, not to be struck
with wonder or cven for a Stoic, like Titus, not
to betray his emotion. Yet this was the city,
which in a few months was to lie a heap of un-
cistinguished ruins ; and the solid Temple itself,
which seemed built for eternity, not ‘“ to have one
stone left upon another.”

Surveying all this, Titus, escorted by a strong
guard of horse, rode slowly round the city; but
if thoughts of mercy occasionally entered intos#
heart, the natural humanity of which scems to have
been steeled during the whole course of the siege,
the Jews were sure to expel them again, by some
new indication of their obstinate ferocity. As he
passed along, Nicanor, an intimate friend of the
emperor, was so imprudent as to venture near the
walls with Josephus, to parley with the besieged ;
he was answered by an arrow through the right
thoulder. Titus immediately ordered the suburbs
to be set on fire, and all the trees to be cut down
to make his embankments. He determined to
direct his attack against the part of the outer wall,
which was the lowest, on account of the buildings
of Bezetha not reaching up to it, near the tomb of
John the high priest. As the approaches were
made, and the day of assault was visibly drawing
near, the people began to have some cessation of
their miseries, as their worst cnemies, those within
the , were employed against the Romans;
and they looked forward to a sill further release
when the Romans should force the city.

Simon, it has been before stated, had 10,000 of
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his own men, and 5000 Idumeans ; John 6000 ;
2400 remained under the command of Eleazar.
The cautious John would not venture forth himself
from his lair in the Temple, not from want of
valour or animosity against the enemy, but from
v suspicion of Simon ; but his men went forth to
fight in the common cause. The more open and
indefatigable Simon was never at rest: he mounted
all the military engines, taken from Cestius, on
the walls; but they did little damage, as his men
wanted skill and practice to work them. But
they harassed the Roman workmen, by stones and
missiles from the walls, and by perpetual sallies.
Under their penthouses of wicker work, the Ro-
mans laboured diligently ; the tenth legion dis-
tinguished itself, and having more powerful
engines, both for the discharge of arrows and of
stones, than the others, not merely repelied those
who sallied, but threw stones, the weight of a
talent, a distance of two furlongs, upon the walls.
The Jews sct men to watch the huge rocks, which
came thundering down upon their heads. They
were easily vigible, from their extreme whiteness,
(this, it seems, must have been by night;) the
watchmen shouted aloud in their native tongue,
The bolt is coming! on which they all bowed
their heads, and avoided the blow. The Romans
found out this, and blackened the stones, which,
now taking them unawares, struck down and
crushed, not merely single men, but whole ranks.
Night and day the ¥lumans toiled ; night and day,
by stratagem and force, the Jews impeded their
progress. When the works were finished, the en-
gineers measured the space jo the walls with lapd
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and line, thrown from the engines, for they dared
naot approach nearer. Having first advanced the
engines, which discharged stones and arrows,
nearer the wall, 80 as to cover the engineers, Titus
ordered the rams to play. At three different
tl::es they began their thundering work ; the

deged answered with shouts, but shouts of
terror. It became evident that nothing less than
an united effort could now repel the foe. Simon

laimed an amnesty to all John's followers,
who would descend to man the wall. John,
though still suspicious, did not oppose their going ;
and the two parties fought side by side from t
walls with emulous valour, striving to set the
engipes on fire, by discharging combustibles from
above ; others sallied forth in troops, tore the de-
fences from the engines, and killed the engineers.
Titus, on his side, was indefatigable ; he posted
horsemen and bowmen in the intervals between
the machines, to repel the assailants. So the
formidable machines, called Helepoleis, the takers
of cities, pursued undisturbed their furious batter-
ing. At length a corner tower came down, but
the walls stood firm, and offered no practicable
breach.

Whether awed by this circumstance, or weary
with fighting, the Jews scemed on a sudden to
desist from their furious sallies. The Romans
were dispersed about the works and entrench-
ments : suddenly, through an unperceived gn.e,
near the tower Hippicus, the whole united force
of the besieged came pouring forth with flaming
brands to set the machines on fire. They spread
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on to the edge of the entrenchments. The Romans
gathered hastily, but Jewish valour prevailed over
Roman discipline. The besiegers were put to
flight, and then a terrible conflict took place about
the engines, which had all been fired, but for the
manful resistance of some Alexandrians, who gave
Ceesar time to come up with his horse. Titus
killed twelve men with his own hand, and the rest
at length sullenly retreated ; one Jew was taken
prisoner, and crucified—the first instance of that
unjustifiable barbarity—before the walls. John,
the captain of the Idumeans, was shot by an Arab,
during a parley with a Roman soldier ; he was a
man of courage and prudence, and his death was
greatly lamented.  Exhausted with the conflict of
the day, the Roman army retired to repose. There
was a total silence throughout the vast camp,
broken only by the pacing of the sentinel ; when
suddenly a tremendous crash seemed to shake the
earth, and the crumbling noise of falling stones
continued for a few moments. The legionaries
started to arms, and, half naked, looked thro
the dim night, expecting every instant to sce the
gleaming swords and furious faces of their enemies
glaring upon them. All was still and motionless.
They stood gazing upon each other, and hastily
passed the word ; and as their own men began to
move about, they mistook them for the enemy,
and were well nigh seized with a panic flight. The
presence of Titus reassured them, and the cause
of the alarm eoon became known. They had built
three towers upon their embankment, nearly ninety
feet high ; one of them had fallen with its owa
weight, and given rise to the confusiom.
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These towers did the most fatal damage to the
Jews. ' Beyond the range of arrows from their
height, from their weight they were not to be over-
thrown, and, being plated with iron, would not take
fire. From the tops of these the men showered
continually every kind of missile, till at length the
defenders retired from the walls, and left the bat-
tering engines to perform their work undisturbed.
There was one ofP these Helepoleis, or battering
engines, called by the Jews themselves Nico, the
Victorious, for it beat down every thing before it.
Nico did not cease to thunder day and night, it
at length the wall began to totter. The Jews, ex-
hausted by fatigue, and harassed with passing the
night far from their own houses within the city,
began to grow careless and indifferent about the
suburb; and at once, abandoning their posts, re-
treated to the sccond wall. The Romans entered
Bezetha, and threw down a great part of the wall.
Titus took up a position, near what was called the
Camp of the Assyrians, stretching as far as the
brook Kedron,and he immediately gave orders for
the attack of the second wall. Here the conflict
became moge terrible than ever ; the party of John
defended the*Antonia and the northern cloister of
the temple ; that of Simon, the rest of the wall to
a gate, through-which an aqueduct passed to the
tower Hippicus. The Jewsade perpetual sallies,

and fought with thgmost daemtless courage. With-
out the wall the Ruliagn discipline in general pre-
vailed, hy iven back ; from the walls,

on the other hand, they had manifest advantage,
Both W the night in arms—the Jows
from ‘“eaving their walls defenceless—itlin
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Romans, in constant dread of a surprise. At dawn
the battle began again; on the one hamd, Simon
acted the part of a most gallant commander, and
his influence and example excited his nen to the
most daring exploits; on the other, the desire of
speedily putting an end to the war ; the confidence
in their own superior discipline; the assurance
that the Roman arms were irresistible ; the pride
of their first success; above all, the preserce of
Titus, kept up the stubborn courage of the assail-
ants. Longinus, a Roman knight, greatly distin-
guished himself, by char%ing singly into a whole
squadron of the Jews; he killed two men, and
came safely off. But the Jews were entirely reck-
less of their own lives, and sacrificed them readily
if they could but kill one of their enemies. Before
long the great Helepoleis began to thunder against
the central tower of the wall. The defenders fled
in terror, except a man named Castor, and ten
others. At first these men lay quiet; but as the
tower began to totter above their heads, they rose,
and stretched out their hands in an attitude of
supplication. Csstor called on Titus by name, and
entreated mercy. Titus ordered the shocks of the
engine, and the discharge of arrows, to cease, and
gave Castor permission to speak. Castor ex-
¥ressed his earnest desire to surrender, to which

itus replied, that he would the whole city were
of the same mind, and inclined honourably to ca-

itulate.  Five of Castor's men appeared to take

is part ; the other five, with savage cries, to re-
proach them for their dastardly baseness. A fierce
quarrel seemed to egsue ; in the mean time the
attack was entirely suspended, and Castor eent



secret notice to Simon, that he would amuse the
emperor some time longer. In the mean time, he
appeared %0 be eamestly expostulatiog with the
opposite party, who stood upon the breast-works,
brandishing their swords; and at length, striking
their own bosoms, seemingly fell dead. The Ro-
mans, who did pot see very distinctly from below,
were amazed at what they supposed the desperste
resolution of the men, and even pitied their fate.
In the mean time, Castor was wounded in the nose
by an arrow, which he drew out, and shewed i in-
dignantly to Czaesar, as if he had been ungenerously
treated. Titus sternly rebuked the man who had
shot it, and desired Josepbus to go forward and
parley with Castor. But Josephus knew his coun-™
trymen too well, and declined the service. Upon
this, one Aneas, a deserter, offered his services.
Castor called him to come near to catch some
money, which he wished to throw down. Afneas
opened the folds of his robe to receive it, and
Castor immediately levelled a huge stone at his
head ; it missed Eneas, but wounded a eoldier
near him. Cesar, furious at having been thus
tricke}, ordered the engines to be worked more
vigorously than ever. Castor and his men set the
tower on fire, and when it was blazing, appeared
10 leap boldly into the flames; in fact, they had
thrown themselves into a subterrancous passage,
which led into the city.

The fifth day the Jews retreated from the second
wall, and Titus entered thas part of the lower city,
which was within it, with 1000 picked men. The
streets of the wool-seliers, the braziers, and ths
clothiers, led obliquely to the wall.
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Instead of throwing down the walls and burming
as he went on, Titus, with a view of gaining the
people, issued orders that no houses should be set
on fire, and no massacre committed. He gave out,
that he was desirous of separating the cause of the

ople from that of the garrison, that to the former
mould readily restore all their property. The
fierce insurgents hailed this as a sign of weakness,
threatened all the people with instant death if they
stirred, slew without mercy every one who uttered
a word about peace, and then fell furiously on the
Romans. Some fought on the houses, some from
the walls; some along the narrow streets ; others,
sallying from the upper gates, fell on the camp be-
hind. The guards who were upon the walis leaped
down, and totallv abandoned their companions
within the newly conquered part of the city. All
was confusion ; those who reached the wall were
surrounded, and looked in vain for succour from
their associates without, who had enough to do to
defend their own camp. The Jews increased every
mstant in numbers ; tgey knew every lane and alley
of the city, they appeared on every side, and started
up where they were the least expected. The Ro-
mans could not retreat, for the narrowness of the
breach would only allow them to retire very slowly.
Titus, at last, came to their assistance, and by
Elacing archers at the ends of the lanes and streets,

ept the assailants back, and at last brought off
most of his men, but they had totally lost the fruits
of their victory.

This success raised the spirits of the besieged to
the highest pitch of elevation; they thought that
whenever the Romans should venture again inte
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the streets, if indecd they would be rash enough to
do s0, they would be repelled with the same loss
and disgrace. But they thought not of the secret
malady which was now beginning to sap their own
strength—the want of provisions. As yet, indeed,
though many were absolutely perishing with hun-

er, as these were only the disaffected populace,

ey rather rejoiced at being rid of the burthen,
than deplored the loss. As for the breach, they
manned it boldly, and made a wall of their own
bodies, fighting for three days without intermission.
On the fourth they were forced to retire, and Titus,
entering the wall a second timne, threw down the
whole northern part of it, and strongly garrisoned
the towers towards the south.

Two walls had fallen, but still the precipitous
heights of Sion, the impregnable Antonia, and the
stately temple, lowered defiance on the invaders.
Titus determined to suspend the siege for a few
days, in order to allow time for the terror of his
conquests to operate on the minds of the besieged,
and for the slow famine to undermine their strength
and courage. He employed the time in making a
magnificent review of all his troops, who were to
receive their pay in view of the wlle city. The
troops defiled slowly in their best gttire with their
arms taken out of their cases and their breast-
plates on; the cavalry leading their horses, ac-
coutred in their most splendid trappings. The
whole suburbs glcamcd with gold and silver. The
Romans beheld the s‘r»e(h:tacle with pride, the Jews
with consternation. The whole length of the old
wall, the northcrn cloisters of the temple, every
window, every roof, was crowded with heads, look-
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ing down, some with stern and scowling expressions
of hate and defiance ; others, in undisguised terror,
some emaciated with famine, others heated with
mtemperance. The sight might have appalled the
boldest ; but the insurgents knew that they had
offended too deeply to trust to Roman mercy, and
that nothing remained but still to contend with the
stubborn obstinacy of desperation.  For four days
this procession continued defiling beneath the
walls ; on the fifth, as no overtures for capitulation
were made, Titus gave orders to recommence the
siege : one part of the army was emploved to raise
embankments against the Antonia, where John
and his followers fought; the rest against the
monument of John the high priest, on part of the
wall defended by Simon. The Jews had now
learned, by long practice, the use of their milita

engines, and plied them from their heights wi

tremendous effect. They had 300 scorpions, for
the discharge of darts; and 40 balistas, which
threw enormous stones. Titus used every means
to induce them to surrender, and sent Josephus to
address them in their native language.  Josephus
with some difficulty found a place from whence
he might be heard, and, at the same time, be out
of arrow-shot. "Whether his prudence marred the
effect of his oratory or not, by his own statement,
he addressed to them along harangue. Hé urged
their own interest in the preservation of the city
and temple, the unconquerable power of the Ro-
mans, their mercy in offering terms of capitulation,
and he dwelt on the famine which had begun to
waste their strength. Neither the orator himself,
nor his topics, were very acceptable to the fierce

$OoL. 111, D
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Zealots. They scoffed at him, reviled him, and
hurled their darts against his head. Josephus then
reverted to the ancient history of the nation: he
urged that the Jewish people had never yet relied
on such defenders, but ever on their God. **Such
was the trust of Abraham, who did not resist, when
Necho, the Pharaoh of Egvpt, took away his wife
Sarah !” The orator secems here to have reckoned
on the ignorance of hie audience. He then re-
counted first the great deliverances, then the great
calamities of the nation, and proceeded in a strain
of vehement invective, little calculated to excite
anything but furious indignation in the minds of
the Zealots *. Tley, as might be expected, were
only more irritated. The people, by his account,
were touched by his expostulations; probably
their miseries and the famine argued more powerf
fully to their hearts : they began to desert in num-
bers. Some sold their property at the lowest price,
others swallowed their more valuable articles, gold
and jewels, and when thev fled to the Romans,
unloaded themselves of their }recious burthens.
Titus allowed them to pass unmolested. The news
of their escape excited many others to follow their
example, though John and Simon walched every
outlet of the city, and executed without mercy all
whom they suspected of a design to fly.  This too
was a convenient charge, by which they could put to
death as many of the more wealthy as they chose.

¢ Josephus even appealed to miracles wrought in faveur
of the Romans; he usserted that the fountain of Siloam,
and other water springs, which had failed enlire!y while they

were in the power of the Jews, no sooner came into the
M-d&enmu,thnthqmtoﬂwmmng
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In the mean time the famine increased, and with
the famine the desperation of the insurgents. No
grain was exposed for public sale: they forced
open and searched the houses ; if they found any,
they punished the owners for their refusal ; if none
was discovered, they tortured them with greater
cruelty for concealing it with such care. The looks
of the wretched beings were the marks by which
they judged whether they had any secret store or
not. Those who were hale and strong were con-
demned as guilty of concealment : thev passed by
only the pale and emaciated. The wealthy secretly
sold their whole property for a measure of wheat,
the poorer for one of barley, and shrouding them-
sclves in the darkest recesses of their houses, de-
voured it unground: others made bread, snatched
it half-baked from the embers, and tore it with
their teeth. The misery of the weaker was aggra-
vated by seeing the plenty of the stronger.  Every
Lind feeling—love—respect—natural affection—
were extinct through the all-absorbing want.
Wives would snatch the last morsel from hus-
bands, children from parents, mothers from chil-
dren; they would intercept even their own milk
from the lips of their pining babes. Even the
most scanty supply of foud was consumed in terror
and peril. The marauders were always prowling
about. If a house was closed, they supposed that
cating was going on, they burst in, and squeezed
the crumbs from the mouths and the throats of
those who had swallowed them. Old men were
rcourged till they surrendered the food, to which
their hands clung desperately: and even were
dragged about by the hair, till they gave up what
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they had. Children were scized as they hung
upon the miserable morsels they had got, whirled
around and dashed upon the pavement. Those
who anticipated the plunderers, by swallowing
every atom, were treated still more cruelly, as if
they had wronged those who came to rob them.
Tortures, which cannot be related with decency,
were employed against those who had a loaf, or a
handful of barley. Nor did their own necessities
excuse these crueltics ; sometimes it was done by
those who had abundance of food, with a delibe-
rate design of husbanding their own resources.
If any wretches crept out near the Roman posts
1o pick up some miserable herbs or vegetables,
they were plundered on their return ; and if they
entreated, 1n the awful name of God, that some

rtion at least might be left them of what they
had obtained at the hazard of their lives, they
might think themselves well off if they escaped
being killed as well as pillaged.

Such were the cruelties exercised on the lower
orders by the satellites of the tyrants; the richer
and more distinguished were carried before the
tyrants themselves. Some were accused of trea-
sonable correspondence with the Romans ; others
with an intention to desert. He that was plun-
dered by Simon was sent to John; he that had
been stripped by John was made over to Simon;
80, by turns, they, as it were, shared the bodics,
and drained. the blood of the citizens. Their
ambition made them enemies; their common
crimes united them in friendship. They were
jealous if either deprived the other of his share
in some flagrant cruelty ; and complained of
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being wronged if excluded from some atrocious
iniquity.

The blood runs cold, and the heart sickens, at
these unexampled horrors ; and we take refuge in
a kind of desperate hope that they have been exag-
gerated by the historian : those which follow, p2r-
putrated under his own eyes by his Roman friends,
and justified under the all-extenuating plea of ne-
cessity, admit of no such reservation—they must
be believed in their naked and unmitigated bar-
barity. Many poor wretches, some few of them
insurgents, but mostly the poorest of the people,
would steal down the ravines by night, to pick up
whatever might serve for food.  They would, most
of them, willingly have descrted, but hesitated to
leave their wives and children to be murdered.
For these Titus laid men in ambush; when at-
tacked, they defended themselves; as a punish-
ment, they were scourged, tortured, and crucified
before the walls ; and in the moring, sometimes
500, sometimes more, of these miscrable beings
were seen writhing on crosses before the walls.
This was done, because it was thought unsafe to
let them escape, and 1o terrify the rest.  The sol-
diers added ridicule to their cruelty; they would
place the bodies in all sorts of ludicrous postures ;
and this went on till room was wanting for the
crosses, and crosses for the bodics.

These exccutions produced a contrary effect to
that which was contemplated. The Zealots drag-
ged the relatives of the deserters, and all they sus-
pected as inclined towards peace, up to the walls,
and bade them behold those examples of Roman
mercy. Thig checked the desertion, excepting in
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those who thought it better to be killed at once
than to die slowly of hunger. Titus sent others
back to Simon and John, with their hands cut off,
exhorting them to capitulate, and not to force
him to destroy the city and the temple. It cannot
be wondered, that as Titus went round the works,
he was saluted from all parts, in contempt of the
#mperial dignity, with the loudest and bittercst
execrations against his own name and that of his
father.

At this time a son of the king of Commagene,
called Antiochus Epiphanes, a name of ominous
sound to Jerusalem, joined the Roman camp with
a chosen band of vouths, dressed and armed in the
Macedonian fashion. He expressed his wonder
at the delay of the Romans in assaulting the wall.
Titus gave him free leave to make the attempt,
which he did with great valour but with little suc-
cess, notwithstanding his vaunting ; for though he
escaped, all his men were severely mutilated and
wounded by the besieged.

After seventeen days' labour, on the 27th or 20th
of May, the embankments were raised in four
scparate places; that of the fifih legion began
pear the poul of the Sparrows ; that of the twelfth
about thirty-five feet further ofl'; that of the tenth
on the north, near the pool of the Almond Trees ;
and that of the fifieenth on the east, near the
Monument of John. All was prepared; the en-
gines mounted, and the troops stood awaiting the
aseault, when suddenly the whole ground between
the embankments and the wall was seen to heave
and roll like a sea. Presently thick masses of
smoke came ourling, heavily up, followed by dim
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and lurid flames ; the whole then sank, the engines
and the embankments rolled down together iato
the fiery abyss, and were either buried or cem-
sumed. John had undermined the whole, piled |
below an immense quantity of pitch, sulphur, and.
other combustibles, set fire to the wooden sups, .
ports, and thus destroved the labours of seventegnt, *
days. o
The Jewish captains were rivals in valour as’in -
guilt. Two days after, Simon, on his side, made a °
desperate attack on the engines, which had already *
begun to shake the walls. Tepthaus, a Galilean,
Megassar, formerly an attendant on Mariamne, and

a man of Adiabene, the son of Nebat, called Cha-
giras, (the lame,) rushed fiercely out, with torchesg
in their hands. These men were the bravest 43
well as the most cruel of the Zealots. They wers -
not repelled till they had set fire to the Helepolis..
The Romans crowded to extinguish the fire; she
Jews from the walls, covered their men, who,
though the iron of the engines was red hot, would:
not relax their hold.  The fire spread to the other
works, and the Romans, encompassed on all sides
by the flames, retreated to their camp.  The Jews
followed up their success, and, all fury and triumph,
rushed upon the trenches, and assailed the guards.
By the Roman discipline it was death to desert
such a post. The guards stubbornly resisted, and
were killed in numbers. The scorpions and ba-
listas of the Romans rained a shower of mortal
missiles, but the Jews, utterly regardless of defend-
ing themselves, still pushed fiercely on, swarm
after swarm pouring out of the city ; so that Titus,
who bad, been absent reconnoitring the Antonia,
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in order to find a new spot to fix his engines,
found the whole army besieged and even waver-
Thg. He charged with his men resolutely against
‘the Jews, who turmned round and faced his attack.
Such was the dust and noise, that no one could
gee, hear, or distinguish friend from foe. The
event of the contest left the Romans dispirited by
the loss of their hattering train, and with little
hope of taking the city with the ordinary engines
that remained. Titus sunmnoned a council of war;
three plans were discussed, to storm the city im-
mediately, to repair the works and rebuild the
engines, or to blockade and starve the garrison to
surrender. The last was preferred ; and the whole
army set to work upon the trench, each legion and
each rank vying with the rest in activity,  The
trench ran from the * camp of the Assvrians,”
whére Titus was encamped, to the lower part of
Bezetha, along the valley of Cedron, and the
ridge of the Mount of Olives, to a rock called
FPeristereon, at the mouth of the valley of Siloam,
ﬁgl" a hill which hangs over Siloe, thence to the
wedst to the valley of the Fountain, thence ascend-
ing w the scpulchre of the high pricst Ananias,
réund the mountain where Pompey's camp was
formerly pitched, by a village called that of
Erebinth, or Pulse, then turned castward again
and joined the camp : the whole work was within
- furlong of five miles ; it was surmounted by
“hirteen garrison towers, and was entirely finished
in three days.

It can scarcely be doubted bug that there must
_ave been, within the walls of Jéfusalési, mauy, so
“losely commected with the Christians, as J be
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well acquainted with the prophetic warning which
had induced that people to leave the fated city.
With what awful force must the truth of the dis-
believed or disregarded words have returned to
their remembrance, when their enemies had thus
literally **cast a trench about them, and com-
passed them round, and kept them in on every
side.” But the poor and the lowly would have
litde time to mediate even on such solemn con-
siderations ; for the instant effect of this measure
wag to increase the horrors of the famine so far,
that whole families lay perishing with hunger.
The houses were full of dying women and chil-
dren, the streets with old men, gasping out their last
breath. The bodies remained uu{:uncd. for either
the emaciated relatives had not strength for the
melancholy duty, or, in the uncertainty of their
own lives, negiceted every oftice of kindness or
charity. Some, indeed, died in the act of burye
ing their friends, others crept into the cemeteries,
lay down on a bier and expired.  There was no
sorrow, no wailing; they had not strength to
moan ; they sat with dry eves, and mouths drawn
up into a kind of bitter smile. Those who were
wore hardy looked with envy on those who had
already breathed their last.  Many died, says the
historian, with their cves still steadily fixed on the
Temple. There was' a deep and heavy silence
over the whole city, broken only by the robbers,
as they forced open houses to plunder the dead,
and in licentious sport, dragged away the last
decent coverin, m their bodics ; they would
even (ry the their swords an, %
The ‘ the stench of the bodies, at”
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first ordered them to be buried at the expense of
the public treasury ; as they grew more numerous,
they were thrown over the walls into the ravines
below.

Titus, as he went his rounds, saw these bodies
rotting, and the ground reeking with gore where-
ever he trod; he groaued, lifted up his hands to
heaven, and called God to witness that this was
not his work. The Roman camp, in the mean
time, was abundantly supplied: and Titus com-
mnanded timber to be brought from a distance, and
recommenced his works in four places against the
Antonia.

One crime remained of which the robbers had
not yet been guilty, and that, Simon now hastened
to perpetrate. The high priest, Matthias, a man
of fecble character, had passively submitted to all
the usurpations of the robber leaders.  He it was
who admitted Simon to counterpoise the party of
John. Matthias was accused, whether justly or
not, of intelligence with the Romans ; he was led
out and executed in the sight of the Romans, with
his three sons, the fourth had made his escape.
The inoflfensive old man only entreated that he
might be put to death first; l%niu was denied him,

his sons were massacred before his face, by
Ananus, the son of Bamad, the remorseless execu-
tioner of Simon's cruelties. Ananias, the son of
Masambal, Aristeus, the secretary of the Sauhe-
drin, and fifteen of its members, were put to death
at the same time. The father of Josephus was
thrown into prison, and all access to him strictly
forbidden. Josephus himsplf had a narrow es-
cape; he was struck on the hoad by a stons, and
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fell insensible. The Jews made a vigorous sally
to make themselves masters of his body, but
Titus sent troops to his rescue, and he was
brought off, though with difficulty. The rumour
of his death spread through the city, and reached
his mother in her prison; his speedy appearance
under the walls reassured his friends, and was
quickly imparted to his afflicted parents.

The murder of the high priest, and of the San-
hedrin, at last excited an attempt to shake off the
voke of the tyrants. One Judas, the son of Judas,
conspired with ten others to betray onc of the
towers to the Romans. They offered to surren-
der it, but the Romans, naturally suspicious, he-
sitated. In the mean time Simon, as vigilant as
he was cruel, had discovered the plot; the con-
spirators were put to death in the eight of the
Romans, and their bodies tumbled from the walls.
Still desertion became more frequent, some threw
themselves from the walls, and fled for their lives ;
others, under pretence of issuing forth to skirmish
got within the Roman posts.  Many of these fa-
mished wretches came to a miserable end.  When
they obtained food they ate with such avidity as
was fatal to their enfeebled frames; few had
self-controul enough to accustom their stomachs
by degrees to the unusual food.  Others perished
from another cause. A man was seen searching
his excrements for some gold which he had «wal-
lowed and voided. A report spread through the
camp that all the deserters had brought off their
treasures in the same manner. Some of the fierce
Syrian and Arabian allies sct on them and cut opeg.
their living bodies in search of gold ; twg" ok
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are said tp have been killed in this way during one
night. Titus was indignant at the horrid barba-
rity, he threatened to surround the m{wrpctmtors
and to cut down their whole squadrons. The
number of offenders alone restrained him from in-
flicting summary justice. He denounced inst it
death against any one detected in such a crime:
but still the love of gold was, in many instancces,
stronger than the dread of punishment, and that
which was before done openly, was still perpetrated
secretly.

Jolm, the Zealot, at this time committed an of-
fence, in the opinion of the devout Jews, even more
heinous than his most horrible cruclties, that of
sacrilege ; he seized and melted the treasures of
the Temple, and even the dishes and vessels used
in the senice. Probably with revengeful satis-
faction he began with the offerings of the Roman
emperors. He openly declared, that the holy
treasures ought to assist in supporting a holy
war. He distributed, also, to the famished people,
the sacred wine and oil, which were used and
drunk with the greatest aviditv. For this of-
fence the historian, Joscplius, has reserved his
strongest terms of horror and exceration; * for
such abominations, cven if the Romans had stood
aloof, the city would have been swallowed by an

uake, or swept away by a deluge, or would
have perished, like Sodom, in a tempest of fire and
brimstone.”

But by his own account, such calamities would
have been as tender mercies W the present suffer-
ings of dgws. A descrier, who had at one
time been” ted to pay for the iuterments.
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of the dead at a particular gate, stated, that from
the 14th of April, when the siege began, to
the 1st of July, 115,580 bodies had been buried
at the public charge, or thrown from the walls,
not including those interred by their friends.
Others said, that 600,000 of the poorer people
had perished ; that when they could no {:;ngct
bury them, they shut them up in some of the
larger houses, and left them there. A measure
of wheat was selling for a talent, and the people
were raking the very dungheaps for susten-
ance.  Yet still, though dead bodies actually
impeded the way of the defenders to the walls
and though the city, like one vast sepulchre,
scemed to exhale a pestilential  stench, with
unbroken resolution which might have becomne
better men, the soldiers both of Jolm and Simon
went sternly trampling over dead bodies as over
the senscless pavement, and manned the walls with
that wild desperation which familiarity with death
is apt to engender.

he Romans, in the mean time, laboured hard
at their military engines. There was great scarcity
of timber; they were obliged to bring it from a
considerable distance, so that not a tree was left
standing within above ten miles of the city; all the
delicious gardens, the fruitful orchards, the shady
avenues, where, in their days of peace and happi-
ness, the inhabitants of the devoted city had en-
joyed the luxury of their delicious climate, the
temperate days of spring, and the cool summ-r
nights, were utterly destroyed. It was a lament-
able sight to the whole and luxuriant
‘suburban region turned to a frigi solitude.



to the wall, amid ehowers of stones and fire, and
every kind of missile.  The engines began to thun-
der ; and the assailans, though sometimes crushed
by the stones that were hurled upon them from
ve, locked their shields over their heads, and
worked at the foundation with their hands and
with crow-bars, till at length they got out four
large stones. Night put an end to the conflict.
During the night, J:c wall suddenly fell in with
a terrific noise ; for it happened to stand over that
part which John had formerly undermined, in order
to destroy the enemy’s engines. But when the



thundering around him. Some of his companions
were beaten down, but, though covered » itlh darts,
he still persisted in mounting, till the Jews, panic
stricken at his boldness, and supposing that he was
fullowed by many more, took to flight. He had
actually reached the top of the wall, when his foot
slipped, and he fell. The Jews turned and sur-
rounded him. He rose on his knees, still made a
gallant defence, wounding many of the enemy:
and at length expired, buried under a thousand
spears.  Of the ¢~‘cvcn, three reached the top of
the wall, and were killed by stones ; eight were
carried back, wounded, to the camp. This was on
the third of July. Two days after, at the dead of
night, twenty soldiers of the guard, with a standard

of the fifth legion, two horsemen, and a
trumpeter, cropt sileatly up the breach, surprised
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and slew the watch, and gave orders to the trum-
peter to blow with all his might. The rest of the
sentinels, without waiting to see the number of the
assailants, fled in terror.  Titus, directly he heard
the sound of the trumpet, armed his men, and
scaled the Antonia. The Jews fled on all sides,
some fell into the mines which John had dug under
the Roman embankmnents; but Simon and John,
uniting all their forces, made a resolute effort to
defend the entrance to the temple. A fierce battle
ensued, with spears and javelins ; the troops of
both partics were so mingled and confused, that
no man knew where he was. The narrow passages
were crowded with the dead, so that those engaged
were obliged to scramble over heaps of bodies and
of armour to get at cach other. At length, after
ten hours’ hard fighting, Titus, contented with the
possession of the Antonia, recalled his men. But
a Bithynian centurion, named Julian, of uncommon
strength and skill in the use of his weapons, sprang
forward from the side of Titus, where he was
standing, and singly charged the Jews with such
extraordinary resolution, that they fled on all side+;
and Julian forced his way, committing dreadful
slaughter as he went on, up to a comer of the inner
court of the temple. Unfortunately his shocs were
full of nails, and slipping upon the smooth pave-
ment, he fell with his armour clattering around
him. The fugitives tummed upon him. A loud
shout of terror arose from the Romans in the
Antonia, answered by a fierce and cxulting cry
from the Jews. They surrounded the gallgnt Ju-
lian, and though he covered himgsel his
shield, and repeatedly struggled to.rise, be was
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overpowered l?' numbers.  Still, however, his
breast-plate and helmet protected the vital parts,
till at leogth his limbs having been hewn off, he
reccived a mortal wound, and fell dead. The
Jews, to the great grief of Cuwsar, dragged the
body into the temple, and again drove back the
Romans into the Antonia.

It was now the 5th of July.* Titus commanded
that the fortress of Antonia should be razed to the
ground. He had heard that the daily sacrifice was
now intermitted, from want of persons to make the
offering ; and understanding the deep impression
made on all the Jews by the suspension of that
rite, he determined to try another attempt on their
religious feelings.  Josephus was sent to offer free
cgress to John if he would come forth to fight,
that the temple might cscape defilement.  Josephus
placed himself s0 as to be heand by all the Jews;
and communicated, in the Hebrew language, the
offers of Titus. Joln replied, in words of the
fiercest bitterness, imprecating curses on the head
of the renegade Josephus; and concluded, that
¢ he feared not the taking of the city, for it was
the city of God” Jouscphus broke out into a
vehement invective, but neither his words, nor the
tears or sobs by which he was interrupted, had
the slightest cffect on John or his soldiers ; they
rushed out and endeavoured to scize him.  Some
few, however, were moved.

There were certain men of distinction, who,

® There is here a difficulty about the day. This event ix

commemorated by the Jews on the 17th of July, the day
mca:d zJonpbm, but it canout casily be reconciled

VOL. M1. -
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from time to time, had seized an opportunity of
desertion. Among these were Josepio and four
chief priests ; three sons of Ismael, the high priest;
four of Mathias ; one of the other Matthias, whom
8imon put to death with three of his sons. Titus
bad received the fugitives with kindness, promised
them his protection, and dismissed them to Gophni.
These men were sent for, and with Josephus, at-
tempted to persuade the people, if not to capitu-
late, at least to spare the temple from inevitable
defilement and ruin.  But all in vain! The sacred
S:u’a were blocked up with bzlistas and catapults ;

e peaceful temple, with its marble courts and
gilded pinnacles, assumed the appearance of a
warlike citadel. Its courts were strewn with the
dead—men with swords recking with the bluud of
the cnemy, or of their own countrymen, rushed to
and fro alonyg the Holy place, or even the Holy of
Holies. Even the Roman soldiers, it is said,
thuddered at the profanation.  Titus tried a last
remonstrance. * q'ou have put up a barrier,” he
said, ** to prevent strangers from polluting your
temple: this the Romans have always respected ;
—we have allowed you to put to death all who
violated its precincts.  Yet ve defile it yourselves
with blood and carnage. I call on your Gods—I
call on my whole army—1 call on the Jews who
are with me—I call on yoursclves—to witness,
that I do not force you to this crime. Come forth,
and fight in any other place : and no Roman shall
violate your sacred edifice.”  But John and his
Zealots suspected (it maJ' be with justice) the
magnanimity of Titus, and would not surrender a
place, the strength of which was their only trust.
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Perhaps they had still a fanatic confidence, thiat,
recking as lhe{ were with blood, steeped to thé
lips in crime, they were still the chosen people of
Jehovah ; and that vet, even yet, the Power whi
smote Pharaoh, and Sennaclierib, and the enemies '
of the Maccabees, would reveal himself in irred
sistible terror.

Titus, finding all his offers of merey rejected,
determined on a night attack : as the whole army
could not make the assault, on account of the nar-
rowness of the approaches, thirty men were picked
from each century, tribunes appointed over cach
1000, and Cerealis chosen to command the whole,
Titus himself announced, that he would mount a
watch-tower which belonged to the Antonia, in
order that he might witness and reward every act
of individual bravery. They advanced, when
night was three parts over, but found the enemy
on the watch.  The battle began to the advantage
of the Rowmans, who held together in compact
bodies, while the Jews attacked in small troops or
singly. In the blind confusion of the night,
among the bewildering shouts on all sides, wan
fell upon cach other, and those who were re 5
were mistaken for the assailants, and killed by
their own men; so that the Jews lost more by
their own sword than by the foc. When day
dawned, the combat continued on more even
terms; after cight hours’ contest, though ths
Romans were thus fighting as in a theatre, in
view of the emperor, the gad not gained a foot
of ground; and the baule ceased, as it were, by
common consent.

L | 3
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+ In the mean time, the Romans had levelled part
" 8 the Antonia, and made a broad way, by which
they could bring their engines to bear upon the
_Temple. They crected their embankments, though
with great difhculty, from the scarcity of timber,
against four places of the outer court ; one oppo-
site the north-east corner of the inner court ; one
against a building between the two northern gates,
one against the western, and another against the
northern cloisters.  The indefatigable Jews, in the
_ mean time, gave thew no rest ; if the cavalry went
- forage, and let their horses loose to feed,
dews would sally out in squadrons and surprise
They made one desperate assault on the
near the Mount of Olives, in open day ;
,but for a charge of cavalry on their flank,
had almost succeeded in forcing the wall.  In this
-contest, a horscman, named Pedanius, stooped
down, caught up a Jew, with all his armour,
carried him by main strength, and threw him down
before the feet of Titus.  Titus admired the strength
of Pedanius, and ordered the captive to be put to
death.

Overborne, exhausted, famine-stricken, still the
Jews fought, inch by inch ; and, according to the
historian, sternly sacrificed, as it were, their own

««Jimbs, tutting off every foot that the cnemy had
taken, as if to prevent the progress of the disease.
They set on fire the portico which led from the
Antonia to the temnple, and made a breach of be-

" tween twenty and thirty feet.  Two days afier, the
Romans, in their tum, set firc to the cloister, and
burned above twenty fect more.  The Jews louked
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on calmly, aud allowed the flame to spread, till the
whole space between the Antonia and the temple, |
was cleared.

But if the holy precincts were thus to perish by
fire, they determined that they should not fall un-,
avenged.  Along the whole western cloisters they
filled the space between the beams and the roof
with dry wood, sulphur, and bitumen ; they then
retreated from the defence, a< if quite exhausted.
The more prudent of the assailants suspected some
stratagem, but many immediately applied the
scaling ladders, and mounted boldly to the roof.
At that instant the Jews below set fire to the train;
the flames rushed roaring and blazing up among
the astonished assailants,  Some flung themselves
down headlong into the city, others among the
enemy ; there they lay bruised to death, or with
broken limbs : many were burnt alive, others fell
on their own swords.  In vain they looked to their
companions below, in vain they beheld the sorrow
of Cicsar himself, who, though they had acted
without orders, commiscrated their fate. Escape
or succour were alike impossible; a few on a
broader part of the roof fought valiantly, and died
to a man with their arms in their hands.  The
fate of a youth, named Longinus, created general
interest—the Jews offered to spare his life if he
would go down and surrender ; on the other hand,
his brother Cornelius, from below, entreated him
not to disgrace the Roman character—the youth
stabbed himself to the heart.  One Anoriusemrd
by a singular stratagem : he called to one of his
comrades, and offered to leave him his whole pro-
paty if he would catch him as he fell. The man
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came helow, Artorius jumped down, crushed his
friend to death in his fall, and escaped unhurt.
Thus a great part of the western cloister was burnt,
the Romans set fireto that of the north, and laid it
in ashes as faras the north-castcorner, near Cedron.
. In the mean time the famine continued its fear-
ravages. Men would fight, even the dearest
fnends, for the most miscrable morsel. The very
decd were searched, as though they might conceal
“ some scrap of food. Even the robbers began to
suffer severcly : they went prowling about like
mad dogs, or reeling, like drunken men, from
. weakness; and entered and searched the same
houses twice or thrice n the same hour. The
most loathsome and diszusting food was sold at an
enormous price.  They gmawed their belts, shoes,
and even the leathern coats of their shields—chopt
hay and shoots of trees sold at high prices.  Yet
what were all these horrors to that which followed ?
There was a woman of Perca, from the village of
Bethezob, Mary, the daughter of Eleazar.  She
ossesscd considerable wealth when she took re-

& > in the citv.  Day after day she had been
undered by the robbers, whom she had provoked
ty her bitter imprecations No one, ﬁumwr,
‘»wonld mercifully put an end to her misery; and
*- hér mind naddened with wrong, her body preyed
by famine, she wildly resolved on an expe-~

whicl might gratify at once her vengeance

md ber hunger.  She had an infant that was vainly

- endeavouring to obtain some moisture from her
dry bosom—she seized it, cooked it, ate one half,
lnd st the othor aside,  The unoke and the smell
of food quickly reached the robbers—they forced

A
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her door, and with horrible threats commanded
her to give up what she had been feasting on.
She repliecd with appalling indifference, that she
had carefully reserved for her good friends a part of
her meal—she uncovered the remains of her child.
The savage men stood speechless, at which she
cried out with a shrill voice, * Eat, for I have
eaten—be ve not more delicate than a woman,
more tender-hearted than a mother—or if ve are
too religious to touch such food, I have eaten half
already, leave me the rest.”  They retired pale and
trembling with horror—the story spread rapidly
through the city, and reached the Roman camp ;
where it was first heard with incredulity, afterwards
with the deepest commiseration.  How dreadiully
must the recollection of the words of Moses have
fixed themselves upon the minds of all those Jews
who were not entirely unread in their holy writings:

—*4 The tender and delicate woman among you,
which would not adrenture to set the sole of her
Joot upan the ground for delicateness and tender-
ness, her eye shall be evil toward the husband
of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward
her daughler; and (oward her young one that
cometh out from between her feet, and toward her
children which she shall bear : for she shall eat
them for want of all things, secretly in the siege
and straitness wherewith thine encemy shall dis?
tress thee in thy gates.”

The destruction of the outer cloisters had leR
the Romans masters of the great court of the Gen-
tiles ; on the 8th of August the engines began to
batter the castern chambers of the inner court.
For six previous days the largest and most power-
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ful of the battering rams bhad played upon the
wall, the enormous size and compactness of the
stones had resisted all its efforts; other troops at
the same time cndeavoured to undermine the
northern gate, but with no better success ; nothing
therefore remained but to fix the scaling ladders,
and storm the cloisters.  The Jews made no re-
sistance to their mounting the walls; but as soon
as they reached the top hurled them down head-
long, or slew them bvllor(- they could cover them-
selves with their shiclds. In some places they
thrust down the ladders, loaded with anned men.
who fell back, and were dashed to picces on the
pavement. Some of the standard bearers had Iel
the way, they also were repelled, and the Jews
remained masters of the cagles.  On the side of
the Romans fell many distinguished soldiers; on
that of the Jews, Eleazar, the nephew of Simon.
Repulsed on all hands from the u:r of the wall,
Titus commanded fire to be set to the gates.

In the mean time Ananus of Emmaus, the
bloody executioner of Simon, and Archelaus, son
of Magadat, deserted to the Romans.  Titus at
first intended to put themn to death, but afterwards
relented.

No sooner had the olazing torches heen applield
to the gates than the silver plates hcntetrl the
wood kindled, the whole flamed up and spread
rapidly to the cloisters. Like wild beasts envi-
roned in a burning forest, the Jews saw the awful
circle of fire hem them in on every side; their
courage sank, they stood gasping, motionless and
helpless; not a hand endeavoured to quench the
flames, or stop the silent progress of the conflagra-
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tion. Yet still fierce thouglts of desperate ven-
geance were brooding in their hearts. Through
the whole night and the next day, the fire went on
consuming the whole range of cloisters : Titus at
length gave orders that it should be extinguished ;
and the way through the gates levelled for the ad-
vance of the legionaries. A council of war was
summoned, in which the expediency of destroyin,
the magnificent building was solemnly disc

It consisted of six of the chief officers of the army,
among the rest, of Tiberius Alexander, whose of
ferings had formerly enriched the splendid edifice.
Three of the council insisted on the necessity of
destroying for ever this citadel of a mutinous
people: it was no longer a temple, but a fortress,
and to be treated like a military strong-hold.
Titus inclined to milder counsels ; the magnifi-
cence of the building had made a strong impres-
sion upon hix mind, and he was reluctant to de-
stroy what might be considered one of the wonders
of the Roman empin'. Alexander, Fronto, and
Cercalis concurred 1n this opinion, and the soldiers
were ordered to do all they could to quench the
flames. But higher counsels had otherwise de-
creed, and the temple of Jerusalem was to be for
cver obliterated from the face of the earth. The
whole of the first day after the fire began, the
Jews from exhaustion and constermation remained
cntirely inactive. The next, they made a furious
gally from the castern gate against the guards who
were posted in the outer court. The legionaries
locked their shiclds together and stood the brunt
of the onset: but the Jews still came i

forth in such overbearing multitudes, that Titus
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himself was forced to charge at the head of some
cavalry, and with difficulty drove them back inio
the temple.

It was the 10th of August, the day alrealy
darkened in the Jewish calendar by the destruction
of the former temple by the king of Babyvlon: it
was almost passed.  Titus withdrew again into
the Antonia, intending the next moming to make
a general assault. The quiet summer evenin:
came on ; the sctting sun shone for the last tim»
on the snow-white walls, and glistening pinnacl s
of the temple roof. Titus had retired to rest ;
when suddenly a wild and terrible crv was hearl,
and a man came rushing in, announcing that the
temple was on fire.  Some of the besieged, no-
withstanding their repulse in the morming, had
sallied out to attack the men who were busily
emploved in extinguishing the fires about the
cloisters. The Romans not merely drove them
back, but, entering the sacred space with them,
forced their way to the door of the temple. A
soldier, without orders, mounting on the shoulders
of one of his comrades, threw a bluzing brand into
a small gilded door on the nonth side of the chun-
bers, in the outer building or porch.  The flames
sprung up at once.  The Jews uttered one simul-
tancous shrick, and grasped their swords with a
furious determination of revenging and perishing
in the ruins of the temple.  Titus rushed down
with the utmost speed : he shouted, he made signs
to his soldiers to quench the fire: his voice was
drowned, and his signs unnoticed, in the blind
confusion. The legionaries cither could not, or
would not hear: they rushed on, trampling cach
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other down in their furious haste, or, stumbling
over the crumbling ruins, perished with the enemy.
Each exhorted the other, and each hurled his
blazing brand into the inner part of the edifice,
and then hurried to his work of carnage. The
unarmed and defenceless people were slain in
thousands ; they lay heaped like sacrifices, round
the altar; the steps of the temple ran with streams
of bloud, which washed down the bodies that lay
about.

Titus found it impossible to check the rage of
the soldiery; he entered with his ofticers, and
surveyed the interior of the sacred edifice. The
splendour filled them with wonder; and as the
flames had not yet penctrated to the holy place,
he made a last effort to save it, and springing
forth, again exhorted the soldiers to stay the pro-

. T -
gress of the conflagration. The centurion, Libe-
ralis, endeavoured to force obedience with his staff
of office; but even respect for the emperor gave
way to the furious animosity against the Jews, to
the fierce excitement of battle, and to the insatiable
hope of plunder. The soldiers saw every thing
around them radiant with gold, which shone daz-
zlingly in the wild light of the flames ; they su
posed that incalculable treasures were laid up m
the sanctuary. A soldier, unperceived, thrust a
lighted torch between the hinges of the door: the
whole building was in flames in an instant. The
blinding smoke and fire forced the officers to re-
trcat, and the noble edifice was lcft to its fate.

It was an appalling spectacle to the Roman—
what was it to the fcw’! The whole summit of
the hill which commanded. the. ity, blazed ke a
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volcana. One after another the buildings fell in,
with a tremendous crash, and were swallowed up
in the fiery abyss. The roofs of cedar were like
sheets of flam=: the gilded pinnacles shone like
spikes of red light: the gate towers sent up tall
columns of flame and smoke. The neighbouring
hills were lighted up ; and dark groups of people
were seen watching in horrible anxicty the pro-
gress of the destruction : the walls and heights of
the upper city were crowded with faces, sume pale
with the agony of despair, others scowling un-
availing vengeance. The shouts of the Roman
soldiery, as they ran to and fro, and the howlings
of the insurgents who were perishing in the flames,
mingled with the roaring of the conflagration and
the thundering sound of falling timbers.  The
echoes of the mountains replied or brought back
the shrieks of the people on the heights : all along
the walls resounded screams and wailings : men,
who were expiring with famine, rallied their
remaining strength to utter a cry of anguish and
desolation.

The slaughter within was even more dreadiul
than the spectacle from without.  Men and wowmen,
old and young, insurgents and priests, those who
fought, and those who entrcated mercy, were
hewn down in indiscriminat: camage. The num-
ber of the slain exceeded that of the slayers. The
legionarics had to clamber over heaps of dead, to
cany on the work of extermination, John, at the
heuf of some of his troops, cut his way through,
first, into the outer court of the temple, after-
wards, into the upper city. Some of the priests
upon-the roof wasmched off the gilded spikes, with
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their sockets of lead, and used them as missiles
against the Romans below. Afierwards they fled
to a part of the wall, about fourtcen feet wide;
they were summoned to surrender; but two of
them, Mair, son of Belga, and Joseph, son of
Dalai, plunged hoadlon¥ into the flames.

No part escaped the fury of the Romans. The
treasuries with all their wealth of money, jewels,
and costly robes—the plunder which the Zealots
had laid up—were tom}l_\' destroved.  Nothing re-
mained but a small part of the outer cloister, in
which about 6000 unarmed and defenceless peo-
&r'llc, with women and children, had taken refuge.

ese poor wretches, like multitudes of others,
had been led up to the temple by a false prophet,
who had proclaimed that God commanded all the
Jews to go up to the temple, where he would
display his Almighty power to save his people.
The soldiers sct fire to the building : every soul
perished.

For during all this time false prophets, suborned
by the Zealots, had kept the p(-uprc in a state of
feverish excitement, as though the appointed De-
liverer would still appear.  They could not, in-
deed, but remember the awful, the visible signs
which had preceded the siege—the fiery sword,
the armies fighting in the air; the opening of the
great gate, the fearful voice within the sanctuary,
** Let us depart ;" the wild cry of Jesus, son of
Ananus—Hoe, woe to the city, which he had con-
tinued from the government of Albinus to the
time of the siege, when he suddenly y
shricked out—twoe to myself, and was struck
by a stone. Yet the undying hopes of fierce fana-
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ticism were kept alive by the still renewed pre-
diction of that Great one, who would at this time
arise out of Judiea, and assume the dominion of
the world. This prophecy the flattering Joscq,hus
declared to be accomplished in the Roman, Ves-
pasian ; but more patriotic interpreters still, to
the last, expected to see it fulfilled in the person
of the conquering Messiah, who would reveal him-
self in the darkest hour, wither the Roman legions
with one word, and then transfer the seat of em-
pire from the Capitol to Sion.

The whole Roman army entered the sacred
precincts, and pitched their standards among the
smoking ruins ; thev offered sacrifice for the vic-
tory, and with loud acclanations saluted Titus, as
cemperor.  Their joy was not a little enhanced by
the value of the plunder they had obtained, whicL
was 8o great that gold fell in Syria to half its for-
wer value.  The few priests were sull on the top
of the walls to which they had escaped. A boy
emaciated with hunger came down on a promise
that his life should be spared. He immediately
ran to drink, filled Lis vessel, and hurried away w
his comrades with such speed that the soldiers
could not catch him. Five days afterwards the
priests were starved into surrender ; they entreated
for their lives, but Titus answered, that the hour of
mercy was past ; they were led to execution.

Sull the upper city held out; but Simon and
John, disheartened by the capture of the templc.
demanded & conference, It was granted, and Titus
stationing himself at the western verge of the hill,
addressed them through an interpreter. He offered
to spare their lives on the condiuon of instant sur-
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render. John and Simon demanded free egress
with their wives and children, promising to cva-
cuate the city, and depart intg the wilderness.
The tenns were rejected, and Titus vowed the
unsparing extermination of the whole people; his
troops had immediate licence to plunder and burn
Acra. The archives, the council house, the whole
of Acra and Ophla were instantly seton fire.  The
insurgents took possession of the palace where,
from its strength, the people had laid up much of
their wealth; they drove the Romans back, and
put to death 8400 of the people who had taken
refuge there, and plundered all the treasures. They
took two Roman soldiers alive; one they put to
death, and dragged his body through the city ; the
other pretending o have something to communi-
cate to Nimon, was led before him, but as he had
nothing to say, he was made over to one Ardala, to
be put todeath.  He was led forth with his hands
bound, and his eves bandaged, to be Killed in sight
of the Romans, but while the Jew was drawin %us
sword, he contrived to mahe his escape.
unwilling to punish him with death after he had
thus escaped, but wishing to show that it was un-
worthy of a Roman soldier to be taken alive, had
him stripped of lus armour, and dismissed him
with disgrace.  ‘The neat day the Romaus entirely
cleared the lower city, and set the whole on fire.
The insurgents cooped up in the upper city, lay in
ambush near the outlets, and slew every one who
attempted to desert.  Their great trust was in the
lsg::)tenancan passages, in which they boped to lie
iid.

On the 20th of August, Casar at length raised
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his mounds against the stecp cliffs of the upper
city ; be had the greatest difficulty in obtaining
timber.  But at last his works were ready in two

aces, one opposite the palace, the other near the

ystus. The Idumcan chicftains now endea-
voured sceretly to make their terms.  Titus re-
luctantly consented ; bt the vigilant John de-
tected the lot, threw the leaders into prison, and
entrusted ll:c defence of the walls to more trusty
soldiers.  Still the puards could not prevent de-
sertion ; though mauy were killed, vet many
escaped. The Romans, weary of the work of
slaughter, spared the people, but sold all the rest
as slaves ; though they bore but a low price, the
market being glutted, an:d few purchasers found—
40,000 were thus spared, the number sold as slaves
was incalculable.  About the same time a priest
named Jesus, son of Thebuth, obtained his hife on
condition of surrendering some of the treasures of
the temple which he had sccured, two candlesticks,
tables, goblets and vessols of pure gold, as well as
the curtains and the robes of the High Priests,
Another, who had ben one of the treasurers,
showed a place where the vests and girdles of the
priests were concealed, with a great quantity of
purple and scarlet threwd, and an immense store
of cinnamon, cassia, and other spices

Eighteen days clapsed before the works were
completed ; on the seventh of September, the en-
gines ‘were advanced 1o batter down the last bul-
wark of the besicged.  Some did not await the
conflict but crept down into the lower city, others
shrunk into the subtcrrancan passages, others,
more manfully, endeavoured 10 beat down the
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engincers. The Romans advanced in thc pride
of victory, the Jews were weary, famine-stricken,
disheartened. A breach was speedily made, some
of the towers fell, the leaders did not display their
customary valour and conduct; they fled on all
sides. Some who were accustomed to vaunt the
most loudly, now stood pale, trembling, inactive ;
others endeavoured to break through the Roman
works and make their escape.  Vague rumours
were spread abroad that the whole western wall
had fallen, that the Romans were in the city;
the men looked around for their wonted leaders ;
they neither saw their active figures hurrving about
in the thickest of the fray, nor heard their voices
exciting them to desperate resistance.  Many
threw themselves on (‘w ground and bitterly la-
mented their fate. Even John and Simon, instead
of remaining in their three impregnable towers,
where nothing but famine could have reduced
them, descended into the streets, and fled into the
valley of Siloam.  They then made an attempt to
force their way through the wall; but their daring
and strength scemed alike broken, they were res
pulsed by the guard, dispersed, and at length crept
down into the subterrancan vaults,  The Romans
ascended the wall with shouts of trivimph at a vie-
tory so much beyond all hope, easy and bloodless ;
they spread through the sireets, slaying and burn-
ing as they went.  In many houses where they
expected rich plunder, they found nothing but
heaps of pmri({ bodies, whole fumilies who had
dicxl of hunger ; they retreated from the loathsome
sight and insufferable stench.  But they were not
moved to mercy towanls the living ; in some places
VOL. 1. r
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For some distance they had followed the natural
windings of the cavern, amd then attempied o dig
their way out beyond the walls; but their provie
sions, however carefully husbanded, soon failed,
and Simon determined on the bold measure ot
attempting to overawe the Romans by his sudden
and spectral appearance.  News of his capture
was sent to Titus; he was ordered to be set apart
for the imperial triumph.

Thus fell, and for ever, the metropolis of the
Jewish state.  Other cities have risen on the ruins
of Jerusalem. and succeeded, as it were, to the
inalienable inheritance of perpetual siege, oppres-
sion, and ruin. Jerusalem might almost seam to
be a place under a peculiar curse ; it has probably
witnessed a far greater portion of human misery
than any other spot upon the canh.

Terentius Rufus, or Turnus Rufus, (as his name
appears in the Rabbinical traditions, ever coupled
with the most rancorous expressions of hatred, and
confounded with the no less obnoxious ‘T. Annius
Rufus, the governor of Judiea in the time of Ha-
drian,) executed the work of desolation, of which
he was left in charge, with unrelenting severity
Of all the stately city—the populous streets, the
palaces of the Jewish kings, the fortresses of hier
warriors, the temple of her God—not a ruin re-
mained, except the tall towers of Phasaclis, Mari-
amue, and Hippicus, and part of the western wall,
which was left as a defence for the Roman camp,
Titus having distributed praises and rewards to
his army, and offered sacrifice to his gods, had

Wherever he went, miscrable gangs
of captives were dragged along, to glut the eyes
and ears of the conquerors Ly their sufferings in

. ®
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those horrible s les, which are the eternal
disgrace of the Roman character. At Ciesarea
Philippi, 2,500 were slain in cold blood, either in
combats with wild beasts, or fighting as bands of
gladiators. This was in honour of the birth-day
of his brother Domitian—an appropriate celebra-
tion for such an event. Vespasian’s birth-day
was also commemorated at Berytus with the same
horrible festivitics. One act of mercy alone, to-
wards the Jewish race, marked the journey of
Titus. The inhabitants of Antioch, incited by a
Jewish apostate, Antiochus, the son of the first
man among the Jews in the city, had cruelly per-
secuted his brethren. This apostate had accused
his kindred of a desigm of setting fire to the whole
city. Forthis, many were burnt alive, and the whole
community threatened with destruction.  Anacci-
dental fire happened afterwands to take place, which
was again laid to the charge of the Jews. In short,
the whole Grecian population was so exasperated
against the Jews, that they petitioned Titus for
their expulsion from the city, or at least to cancel
their privileges. Titus at first gave no answer,
but afterwards, on his return from the Euphrates,
he refused their demands in these affecting words :
* The country of the Jews is destroyed—thither
they cannot return : it would be hard to allow them
no home to which they can retreat—leave them in
ace.” As he ﬁ{ﬂu«l from Autioch to Alexan-
ria, he surveyed the ruins of Jerusalem, and is
said to have been touched with pity at the total
desolation of that splendid city. For this work
of havoc, for the destruction of near a million
and a half of human lives, and the reduction of
above 100,000 tp.the moat cruel servitude, Titus
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was considered as entitled to a splendid triumph.
If the numbers in Josephus may be depended on,
the fearful catalogue of those who lost their lives
or their liberty in this exterminating war, and its

previous massacres, stands as follows :

BEPORE THE WAR U NDER VESPASIAN,

At Jerusalem, killed by Florus ... ... 3.600

AtCmsarea........ ....... PP 20,000
At Scythopolis . ......... e s 13O0D
At Ascalon .. .............. I 2.500
At Ptolemais . ..... e e e, 2,000
At Alexandria . ............... v. .. DULOVO
At Damascus ..................... 10,000
AtJoppa.....ooeeiiiiia., ee.. BA4O00
Upon the mountain Asamon ........ 2,000
The battle near Ascalon ............ 10,000
The ambuscades . ............. vee.. BOUO

DURING THE WAR IN GALILEE AND JUD BA,

At Japha ......... feeieiiean e 10,000
On Gerizim .. .o..... B A (1]
At Jotapata...... ...... e tenee.. 0000
AtlJ Sescresririnnens [ 4,200
At Tanchea ......................... 6,500
AtGamala ............., herreaa oo 9,000
At Gischala ........... ....... e, 6,000
In ldumea ... ... . ceiveeeaesss 10,000
AtGerasa ................ T 1.000
Near the Jordan .................. 15,000

AtJerusulem ........ooiiiiiiiiiian...
AFTER THE PALL OF JERUSALEN,

At Machsrus ...... reetreneiiee.. 1,700
AtJardes ....oo0vvvennnan... veee. 3,000
At Masada........c000i0ieuiin,... Y60

B T I X1 [ 1]

TOTAL KILLED

118,300
1,100,000
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PRISONERS,

InGischala ............... 2,200
Near theJordan ............ 2500
At Jerusalem .............. 97,000

TOTAL PRISONERS «.e.evaccnesara. 101,700

The loss in many skirmishes and battles,—that
of Itabyrium, for instance,—is omitted, as we have
not the numbers; besides the immens: waste of
life from massacre, famine. and disease, inseparable
from such a war, in ahnost every district. The
number of prisoners is only given from two places
besides Jerusalem.

Nothing could cqual the splendour of the triumph
which Vespasian shared with his son Titus for
their common victories.  Besides the usual display
of treasures, gold, silver, jewels, purple vests, the
rarest wild beasts from all quarters ot the globe,
there were extraordinary pageants, three or four
stories high, representing, to the admiration and
delight of those civilized savages, all the horrors
and miseries of war ; beautiful countries laid waste,
armies slain, routed, led captive ; cities breached
by wilitary engines, stormed, destroved with fire
and sword ; women wailing ; houses overthrown;
temples burning; and rivers of fire flowing through
regions no longer cultivated or peopled, but blazing
far away into the long and dreary distance.
Among the spoils, the golden table, the sevens
branched candlestick, and the book of the law,
from the temple of Jerusalem, were conspicuous.

The triumph passed on to the Capitol, and there
paused to hear that the glory of Rome was com-
pleted by the insulting and cruel exceution of the
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bravest general of the enemy. This distinction
fell to the lot of Simon, the son of Gioras. He
was dragged along to a place near the Forum,
with a halter round his neck, scourged as he went,
and there put to death.

. The antiquary still endeavours to trace, among
the defaced and mouldering reliefs of the arch
raised to Titus, * the Delight of human-kind,”
and which still stands in the Forum of Rome, the
representation of the spoils taken from the temple
of Jerusalem—the golden table and candlestick,
the censers, the silver trumpets, and even the pro-
cession of captive Jews.




BOOK XVIL
TERMINATION OF THE WAR.

Fall of Herodwon—Machwrus— Masada— Fate of
Josephus— Agrippa— Berenice,
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It might have been expected that all hopes of
resistance, even among the most stubborn of the
Jews, would have been buried under the ruins of
the capital ; that after the fall of Jerusalem, with
such dreadful misery and carnage, every town would
at once have opened its gates, and laid itself at the
merey of the irresistible conqueror.  Yet, when
Lucilius Bassus came to take t‘nc command of the
Roman army, he found three strony fortresses still
in arms— Herodion, Masada, and Mach:ierus.
Herodion immediately capitulated ; but Machierus,
bevond the Jordan, relving on its impregnable
position, defied all the power of the enemy.
Machierus stood on the summit of a lofty crag,
surrounded on all sides by ravines of enonmous
depth. which could not easily be crossed, and
could not possibly be filled up.  One of these
ravines, on the western side, ran down, a distance
of nearly cight miles, to the Dead Sea. Those to
the nonth and the south were less deep, but not
less impassable: on the east the hollow was 175
feet to the bottom, bevond which arose a mountain
which faced Machierus.  The town had been buikt
and strongly fortified by Alexander Janneus, as a
check upon the Arabian frecbooters. It was a
place of great beauty, as well as strength, adorned
with noble palaces, and amply supplied with re-
servoirs of water. Bassus determined to form the
siege on the eastern side; the garrison took pos-
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session of the citadel, and forced the strangers,
who had taken refuge there from all quarters, to
defend the lower town. Many fierce conflicts
took place under the walls; the garrison some-
times surprising the enemy by the rapidity of their
sallies; sometimes, when the Romans were
for them, beinﬁerepuloed with great loss.
ere happened to a young man, named
Eleazar, of remarkable activity and valour, who
g:utly distinguished himself in thesc attacks,
ing always the first to charge and the last to
retreat, ofien by his single arm arresting the pro-
gress of the encmy, and allowing his routed com-
patriots time to make good their retreat. One
day, after the battlc was over, proudly confident in
his prowess, and in the terror of his anns, he re-
mained alone without the gates, carclessly con-
versing with those on the wall. Rufus, an Egyp-
tian, serving in the Roman anmy, a man of singu-
lar bodily strength, watched the opportunity, rushed
on him, and bore him off, armour and all, to the
Roman camp. Bassus ordered the captive to be
stripped and scourged in the sight of the besieged.
At the sufferings of their brave champion the
whole city set up a wild wailing. Bassus, when
he saw the effect of his barbarous measure, ordered
a cross L be erected, as if for the execution of the
gallant youth. The lamentations in the city bee
came more loud and general. Eleazars family
was powerful and numerous. Through their in-
fluence it was to surrender the citadel, on
condition that Eleazar's life should be spared.

The in the lower town attompted to cut
Mm the posts of the besicgers; a
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few::a’tbebnvutmcee%:;ofdm&ml;om
mai 1700 peri treaty wi r=
rison was bonol:xenn;ll‘yedt;bserved. Y &
Bassus proceeded to surround the forest of Jar-
des, where a vast number of fugitives had taken
refuge : they attempted to break through, but
were repulsed, and 3000 put to the sword. Durin
the course of thesc successes Bassus died,
Flavius Silva assumed the command in Palestine.
Silva immediately marched against Masada, the
only place which still held out.  Masada was situ-
ated on the south-western side of the Dead Sca.
Like the other hill fortresses of Palestine, it stood
on a high rock, girt with precipitous chasmns, the
sides of which a goat could scarcely clamber. It
was accessible only by two narrow and very diffi-
cult paths, from the east and from the west.  On
the cast, a path, or rather a rocky stair, led up
from the shore of the Dead Sea, cailed the Ser-
pent, from its winding and circuitous course. It
ran along the verge of frightful precipices, which
made the head giddy to look down ; it was neccs-
sary to climb step by step; if the foot slipped,
instant death was incvitable.  After winding in
this manner nearly four miles, this path opened on
a level space, on which Masada stood, in the
midst of a small and highly cultivated plain of
extraordinary beauty and fentility. The city was
girt with a wall, nearly a mile in circuit; it was
twenty-two feet high, fourteen broad, and had
thirty-seven loRty towers. Besides this wall, Ma-
sada had a strong and magnificent palace, with
sixty towers, built by Herod, on the western cliff,
and connected, by an underground way, with the



78 HISTORY OF THR JEWS.

citadel. The western ascent was commanded, in
its marrowest part, by an im ble tower.

The city was amply supplied with excellent
water, and with provisions of all kinds, wine, oil,
vegetables, and dates.  According to the strange
account of Josephus, the air of Masada was of
such a tem ture, that, although some of these
fruits had been laid up for a hundred years, since
the time of Herod, they were still sound and
fresh. There were likewise anmories, sufhicicnt to
supply 10.000 men, with great stores of unwrough:
iron, brass, and lead.  In fact, Masada had been
the fortress which Herod the Great had alwavs
looked 10, as a place of security, cither in case of
foreigm invasion, or the revolt of his own subjecte.
The town was now as strongly manned as forti-
fied. LEleazar, the commander, was a descendant
of Judas, the Galilean, and inherited the princi-

of his ancestor in their sternest mul most
stubborn fanaticism. To yicld o a forcign domi-
nion, was to him and his zealous associates the
height of impicty ; death was far preferable o a
treacherous dereliction of the sovereignty of God.
They acted, to the end, up to their lofty tenets.

Silva having blockaded the town, so that none
could make their escape, seized a point of rock,
called the White Promontory, to the westward.
There be erected his works, a mound, 350 feet
high, and above that a second bank of enormous
stones ; and at length he brought a battering ram
to bear upon the walls.  After long resistance, a
breach was made ; but the besieged had run up
another wall within, of great timbers laid parallel
with each other, in two separate rows, the inter-
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vening space being filled with earth : this sort of
double attificial wall was held together by trans-
verse beams, and the more violently it was bat-
tered, the more solid and compact it became, by the
yielding of the earth. Silva ordered his men to
throw lighted brands upou it : the timbers speedily
kindled, and the whole became a vast wall of fire.
The north wind blew the flames into the faces of
the besiegers, and the Romans trembled for their
own works and engines. On a sudden the wind
shifted to the south, the flames bumed inwards,
and the whole fell down, a heap of smouldering
ashes. The Romans withdrew to their camp, to
prepare for the attack on the next morning, and
stationed strong and vigilant outposts to prevent
the flight of the garrison.  But Eleazar was nota
man cither himself to attempt flight or to permit
others to follow so dastardly a course.  He assem=
bled his followers in the palace, and reminded
them that the time was now come when they must
vindicate to the utmost their lofly principles. God
had evidently abandoned his people ; the fall of
Jerusalem, the ruin of the temple, tou sadly proved
this. The sudden change of the wind, on the day
before, distinetly announced that they, too, were
deserted by his protecting providence.  Sull it
was better to fall into the hands of God, than of
the Roman; and he proposed that they should set
the city on fire, amf perish together, with their
wives unviolated, their children yet free from cap-
tivity, on that noble funeral pile.

His men gazed on each other in wonder. Some
were kindled at once with his enthusiasm ; others
thought of their wives and children, and tears
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were, seen stealing slowly down their hardy cheeks.
Eleazar saw that they were wavering, and broke
out in a higher and more splendid strain. He
spake of the immortality, the divinity of the soul ;
its joyful escape from its imprisonment in its mortal
tencment.  He appealed to the example of the
Indians, who bear life as a burthen, and cheerfully
throw it off.  Perhaps with still greater effect he
dwelt on the treatment of the conquered by the
Romans, the abuse of women, the slavery of chil-
dren, the murderous scenes in the amphitheatres.
¢ Let us die,” he ended, * unenslaved ; let us de-
part from life in freedom with our wives and chil-
dren.  This our law demands, this our wives and
children entreat; God himself has driven us
this stern necessity ; this the Romans dread above
all things, lest we should disappoint them of their
victory.  Let us devy them the joy and triumph
of secing us subdued, and rather strike them with
awe at our death, and with enforced admiration of
our indomitable valour.”

He was interrupted by the unanimous voice of
the multitude, vyving with cach other in eagerness
to begin on the instant the work of self<devotion.
On their intoxicated spirits no softer feclings had
now the sligltest effect.  They cmbraced  their
wives, they kissed their children even with tears,
and, at the moment, as though they had been the
passive instruments of another's will, they stabbed
them to the heart.  Not a man declined the mur-
derous office.  But they thought that they should
wrong the dead if they survived them wmany mi-
nutes. They hastily drew together their most
valuable effects, and, heaping them up, sct fire to
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these sumptuous funcral piles. Then, ten men
having been chosen by lot as the general execu-
tioners, the rest, one after another, still clasping
the lifeless bodies of their wives and children, held
up their necks to the blow. The ten then cast
lots, nine fell by each others hands ; the last man,
after he had carefully searched whether there was
any more work for him to do, scized a lighted
brand, set fire to the palace, and then, with resolute
and unflinching hand, drove the sword to his own
heart.

One old woman, another female who was a re-
lative of Eleazar and distinguished for her learn-
ing, and five children, who had crept into an
underground cavern, were all that escaped ; 960
perished.  The neat wmorning the Romans ad-
vanced to the wall in close array and with the
greatest caution.  They fixed the scaling-ladders,
mounted the wall, and rushed in.  Not a human
being appeared, all was solitude and silence, and the
vestiges of fire all around filled them with astonish-
wment. They gave a shout as they were wont when
they drove the battering ram, as if to startle the
people from their hiding-places.  The two women
and the five children came creeping forth.  The
Romans would not belicve their story, till, having
partially extinguished the fire, they made their
way into the palace, and, not without admiration,
beheld this unexampled spectacle of self-devotion.

Thus terminated the final subjugation of Judiea.
An edict of the Emperor to set up all the lands to
sale, had been received by Bassus. Vespasian
did not pursue the usual policy of the Romans, in
sharing the conquered territory among military

YOL. 111, a
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colonists. He reserved to the imperial treasury the
whole profits of the sale. Only 500 vetérans were
settled in Emmaus, about seven miles and a half
from Jerusalem. At the same time another edict
was issued for the transfer of the annual capitation
tax of two drachms, paid by the Jews in every
quarter of the world, for the support of the temple
worship, to the fund for the rebuilding the Temple
of Jupiter Capitolinus, which, as Gibbon observes,
* by a remarkable coincidence, had been con-
sumed by the flames of war about the same time
with the Temple of Jerusalem.” Thus the Holy
Land was condemned to be portioned out to stran-
gers, and the contributions for the worship of the
God of Abraham levied for the maintenance of
a heathen edifice.

Yet, though entirely extinguished in Judwa, the
embers of the war still burmed in more distant
countries. Some of the Assassins (the Sicarii)
fled to Egypt, and began to display their usual tur-
bulence, putting to death many of the more influ-
ential Jewish residents, who opposed their scditious
designs, and exciting the restto revolt.  The Jews
assembled in council, and determined to put down
these dangerous enemies to their peace, by seizing
and delivering them up to the Romans.  Six hun-
dred were immediately apprehended, a few, who
fled to the Thebais, were pursued and captured.
But the spirits of these men were still unsubdued ;
the most and excruciating torments
could not induce one of them, not even the ten-
derest boy, to renounce kis Creed, or to own Ciesar
as his Lord. On the news of this commotion,
Vespasian sent orders that the temple of Onias in



A.C. 73] COMMOTIONS IN CYRENE, 83

Heliopolip should be closed. Lupus, the Prefect,
obeved the order, took away part of the treasures,
and shut up the temple. The edict was executed
with still greater rigour by Paulinus, the successor
of Lupus, who entircly stripped the treasury, and
made the way to the temple impassable.

The last of these fanatics, having previously
endangered the peace of Cyrene, had almost in-
volved in his own fate the few distinguished Jews
who had escaped the ruin of their country. A cer-
tain turbulent weaver of Cyrene, named Jonathan,
pretended to supernatural signs and visions, and
led a multitude of the lower orders into the Desert.
The chief Jews denounced him to Catullus, the
governor of the Pentapolis. Troops of horse were
sent out, the deluded multitude brought back, and
the impostor, after having long baflled their search,
was apprchended.  Before the tribunal of the go-
vernor this man accused many of the chief Jews
as accomplices in his plot.  Catullus listened with
greedy car to his charges, and even suggested the
names of those whom he was anxious to conviet.
On the evidence of Jonathan and a few of his
comrades, a man named Alexander, and Berenice
his wife, who had been on bad terms with Catullus,
were scized and put to death. Three thousand
more shared their fate, their property was confis-
cated to the imperial treasury,  Jonathan went still
farther ; he denounced, as the secret instigators of
his revolt, some of the Jews of the highest rank
who resided in Rome—-among the rest, Josephus
the historian.

Catullus came to Rome with his witnesses ;
Vespasian ordered a strict investigation, the event
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of which was the exculpation of the accused, and
the condemnation of Jonathan, who was first
scourged and then bumt alive.  Catullus cscaped
_animadversion ; but Josephus, who spares no op-
portunity of recounting the judgments of Pro-
vidence on his own persunal cnemies, gives a
frightful picture of his end. He was seized with a
dreadful malady of body and mind.  Racked with
remorse of conscience, he would rave, and scream
out that he was environed by the ghosts of those
whom he had murdered.  He would then leap out
of bed, and writhe and roll on the ground, as
though on the rack, or burning alive in the flames.
At length his entrails fell out, and death put an
end to his agonies.

There were several persons who escaped from
the general wreck of their country, whose fate may
excite some interest.  Josephus, the historian, after
his surrender, married a captive in Cicsarea; but
in obedience, it may be supposed, to the law which

hibited such arriages to a man of pricstly
ine, he discarded her, and married again in Alex-
andgia. We have scen that he was present during
the whole sicge, endeavouring to persuade lis
countrymen to capitulate.  Whether he seriously
considered resistance impossible, or, as he prc;
tends, recognizing the hand of God, and the ac-
complishment of the prophecies, in the ruin of his
country, esteemed it impious as well as vain;
whether he was actuated by the haser motive of
self-interest, or the more generous desire of being
of service to his miserable countrymen, he was by
no means held in the same estimation by the Ro-
man army as by Titus. They thought a traitor
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to his country might be a traitor to them; and
they were apt to lay all their losses to his charge,
as if he kept up secret intelligence with the be-
sieged. On the capture of the city, Titus offered
him any boon he would request. He chose the
sacred books, and the lives of his brother and fifty
friends. He was afterwards permitted to select
190 of his friends and relatives, from the multi-
tudes who were shut up in the temple to be sold
for slaves. A little after. near Tekoa, he saw a
number of persons writhing in the agonies of
crucifixion, among the rest three of his intimate
associates. He rode off with all speed to cntreat
their pardon; it was granted, but two of them
expired as they were being taken down from the
cross, the third sunived. The estate of Josephus
lying within the Roman encampment, Titus as-
signed him other lands in lieu of it. Vespasian
also conferred on him a considerable property in
land. Josephus lived afterwards in Rome, in high
favour with cspasmn. Titus, and Domitian. The
latter punished certain Jews, and an eunuch, tbe
tutor of his son, who had falscly accused him ;.
excmpted his cstate from tribute, and advanc
him to high honour. He was a great favourite
with the Empress Domitia,

By his Alexandrian wife Josephus had three
sons : one only, Hyrcaus, lived to maturity. Dis-
satisfied with %ua wife’s conduct, he divorced her
likewise, and married a Cretan woman, from &
Jewish family, of the first rank and opulence in
the island, and of admirable virtue.

At Rome. Josephus first wrote the History of
the Jewish War, in the Syro-Chaldaic language,
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for the use of his own countrymen in the East,
particularly those beyvond the Euphrates. He
afterivards translated the work into Greek, for the
benefit of the Western Jews and of the Romans.
Both king Agrippa and Titus bore testimony to
its accuracy. The latter ordered it to be placed
in the public library, and signed it with his own
hand, as an authentic memorial of the times.
Many vears afterwards, about A.C. 93, he pub-
lished his great work on the Antiquities of the
Jews, of which the main object was to raise his
nation in the estimation of the Roman world, and
to confute certain calumnious accounts of their
early history, which increased the hatred and con-
tempt in which they were held.  With the same
view he wrote an answer to Apion, a celcbrated
grammarian of Alexandria, who had given cur-
rency to many of the ancient fictions of Egyptian
tradition concerning the Jews. He likewise pub-
lished his own life, in answer to the statements of
his old antagonist, Justus of Tiberias, who had
sent forth a history of the war, written in Greek,
with considerable clegance.  When he died is un-
certain : listory loses sight of him in his 56th or
57th year.

The last of the roval house of Herod, who ruled
in Palestine, king Agrippa, among the luxuries of
the Roman capital, where he generally resided,
forgot the calamitics of his country, and the ruin
of his people. He died, as he had lived, the
Lumble and contented vassal of Rome. He had
received the honours of the prictorship, and an
accession of territory, from Vespasian. Inhim the
line of the Idumean sovereigns was extinct.
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His sister, Berenice, had nearly attained a loftier
destiny. She was received with the highest ho-
nours at the imperial court, where her beauty and
attractions, notwithstanding that she had been
twice married, and had no great character for
virtue,® so inflamed the heir of the empire and
the conqueror of Judiea, Titus, that Rome trembled
lest a Jewish mistress should sit on the imperial
throne.  The public dissatisfaction was so loud
and unambiguous, that Titus was constrained to
dismiss her.  She returned afterwards to Rome,
but never regained her former favour. The time
of her death, as well as that of her brother, is
uncertain.

* The Roman satirist, Juvenal, has given currrency to a
report of a scandalous conneaion with her brother.
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Tue political existence of the Jewish nation was
annihilated ; it was never again recognised as one
of the states or kingdoms of the world. Judwa
was sentenced to be portioned out to strangers—
the capital was destroyed—the temple demolished
—the royal house almost extinct—the high priest-
hood buried under the ruins of the temple. Our
history has lost, as it were, its centre of unity ;
we have to trace a despised and obscure race in
almost every region of the world; and connect,
as we can, the loose and scattered details of their
story. We are called back, indeed, for a short
time to Palestine, to relate new scenes of revolt,
ruin, and persecution ; we behold the formation of
two separate spiritual states, under the authority
of whicllx, the wLolc nation seems to range itself in
willing obedience ; but in later periods we must
wander over the whole face of the habitable globe
to gather the scanty traditions which mark the ex-
istence of the Jewish people among the different
states of Asia, Africa, and Europe—where, re-
fusing still to mingle their blood with any other
race of mankind, they dwell in their distinet fami-
lies and communitics, and still maintain, though
sometimes long and utterly unconnected with each
other, the principle of national unity. Jews in
the indelible features of the countenance, in mene
tal character, in customs, usages, and laws, in
language, and literature, above all, in religion ; in
the recollections of the past, and in the hopes of
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the future; with ready pliancy they accommodate
themselves to every soil, every climate, every
gradation of manners and civilization, every form
of government; with inflexible pertinacity they
practise their ancient usages, circumcision, ab-
stinence from unclean meats, cating no animal
food which has not been killed by a Jew; rarely
intermarry, except among each other; observe
the fasts and festivals of their church; and as-
semble, wherever they are numerous enough, or
dare to do so, in their synagogues for public
worship. Denizens every where, rarely citizens ;
even in the countries in which they have been
the longest and most firmly established, they ap-
pear, to a certain degree, strangers or sojourners ;
they dwell apart, though mingling with their
neighbours in many of the affairs of life. For
common purposes they adopt the language of
the country they inhabit; but the Hebrew re-
mains the national tongue, in which their holy
books are read, and their religious services con-
ducted—it is their literary and sacred language,
as Latin was that of the Christian church in the
dark ages.

The history of the modern Jews may be com-
prehended under three heads ; 1st, Their literature,
which, in fact, is nearly the same with that of
their law and their religion, the great mass of
their writings being entircly devoted o those
subjects: 2, Their utions: 8. Their industry.
With regard to the first point, it would not be
consistent with the popular character of our work
to enter into it, further than as it has influenced
the character and circumstances of the nation.
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The second will be too often forced upon our
notice: at one period the history of the Jews is
written, as it were, in their blood; they show no
signs of life but in their cries of agony; they
only appear in the annals of the world to be op-
pressed, robbed, persecuted, and massacred.  Yet
still, patient and indefatigable, they pursue, under
every disadvantage, the steady course of industry.
Wherever they have been allowed to dwell un-
molested, or still more, in honour and respect,
they have added largely to the stock of national
wealth, cultivation, and comfort. Where, as has
been more usually the case, they have been barely
tolerated, where they have been considered, in
public estimation, the basest of the base, the very
outcasts and refuse of mankind, thev have gone
on accumulating those treasures which they dared
not hetray or enjov; in the most barbarous
periods they kert up the only trattic and com-
munication which subsisted between distant coun-
tries; like hardy and adventurous miners, they
were always at work under the surface of society,
slowly winning their way to opulence. Perpetu-
ally plundered, vet always wealthy ; massacred by
thousands, yet springing up again from their un-
dying stock, the Jews appear at all times, and in
all regions: their perpetuity, their national im-
mortality, is at once the most curious problem to
the political inquirer ; to the religious man a sub-
ject of profound and awful admiration.

It was not long after the dissolution of the
Jewish state that it revived again in appearance,
under the form of two separatc communities,
mostly independent upon other; one under a
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sovereignty purely spiritual ; the other partly tem-
poral and partly spiritual—but each comprehend-
ing all the Jewish families in the two great divi-
sions of the world. At the head of thc Jews, on
this side of the Euphrates, appeared the Patriarch
of the West ; the ciief of the Mesopotamian com-
munity assumed the striking but more temporal
title of Resch-Glutha, or Prince of the Captivity
The origin of both these dignities, especially of
the western patriarchate, is involved in much ob-
scurity. It might have been expected that, from
the character of the great war with Rome, the
Eeople, as well as the state of the Jews, would

ave fallen into utter dissolution, or, at lecast,
verged rapidly towards total extermination. Be-
sides the loss of nearly a million and a half of
lives during the war, the markets of the Roman
empire were glutted with Jewish slaves; the am-
phithcatres were crowded with these wmiserable
people, who were forced to slay each other, not
singly, but in troops ; or fell in rapid succession,
glad to escape the tyranny of their masters by the
more expeditious cruclty of the wild beast; and in
the unwholesome mines hundreds were doomed to
toil for that wealth which was not to be their own.
Yet still this inexhaustible race revived before
long to offer new candidates for its inalienable in-
heritance of detestation and wmisery. Of the state
of Palestine, indeed, immediately after the war,
we have little accurate information. It is uncer-
tain how far the enormous loss of life, and the
numbers carried into captivity, drained the coun-
try of the Jewish population; or how far the
rescript of Vespasian, which offered the whole
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landed property of the province for sale, intro-
duced a foreign race into the possession of the soil.
The immense numbers engaged in the rebellion
during the reign of Hadrian, imply, either that
the country was not near exhausted, or that the re-
production in this still fertile region was extremely
rapid. In fact, it must be remembered, that
whatever havoc was made by the sword of the
conqueror, by distress, by famine; whatever the
consumption of human life in the amphitheatre
and the slave market, vet the ravage of the war
was, after all, by no means universal in the pro-
vince. Galilee, Judwea, and great part of Idumea,
were wasted, and, probably, much depopulated;
but, excepting a few towns which made resist-
ance, the populous regions and wealthy cities
beyvond the Jordan escaped the devastation. The
dominions of king Agrippa were, for the most
part, respected.  Samaria submitted without re-
sistance, as did most of the cities on the sea-
coast. Many of the rich and influential persons
fell off from their more obstinate countrymen at
the beginning, or during the course of the war,
were favourably received, and disinissed in safety
by Titus.

According to Jewish tradition, the Sanhedrin
escaped the general wreck.  Before the formation
of the siege, it had followed Gamalicl, its Nasi,
or Prince, 1 Jabne (Jamnia).*  Simeon, the son

* We have sometimes thought that the permission
ted, according to the Rabbins, by Titus, to the San-
mn, to depart to Jamnia, Jabne, or Jafue, is another
version of the account in Josephus, of the eminent persons
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and successor of Gamaliel, had gone up to the
Passover; he was put to death. Rabban Jocha-
nan ben Zaccai, after having laboured in vain to
persuade the people to peace, made his escape
to the camp of Titus, and afterwards became Nasi
at Jamnia. It was Rabban Jochanan who, on
the awful night when the great eastern gate of
the temple flew open of its own accord, quoted
the ominous words of the prophet Zachariah—
- Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may
devour thy cedars” He escaped the fury of
the Zcalots by being laid out on a bier, as
dead, and carried forth by his scholars, R. Joshua,
and R. Eliezar. Gamaliel, the son of Simecon,
likewise cscaped the fate of his father. With
the permission of Titus, he followed Jochanan
to Jammia, and afterwards succeeded him in the
presidency *.

who were courteously received by Titus, sent to Goplns,
and afterwards recalled, for a short tume, to try their
influence, with Josephus, in persuading the besicged to sur-
render.

* The Sanhedrin, the Rabbins say, had ten flittings.
From Gazith (the chamber in the temple) to Khanoth
(the Tabernz, or shops, in the outer court)—from Khanoth
to Jerusalem—from Jerusalem to Jabneh—from Jabneh to
Osha—from Osha to Shepharsam—from Shepharaam to
Bethshaaraim—from  Bethshuarain  to S«mn{wrin-—-frum
Scpphoris to Tiberias. Its Nasi, or Presidents, on the
same authority were as follows :—

.

ra,

Simon the Just.

Antigonus of Socho (the master of Sadoc).

Joseph ben Joezer, President.  Joseph ben Jochanan,
Vice-president. Joshua
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That this school of Gamaliel had any lezitimate
title to the digmity of the Sanhedrin, may be rea-
sonably doubted; but it seems clear, that the great
school of Jamnia obtained considerable authority,
and whether from the rank and character of its
head, or from the assemblage of many of the
members of the ancient Sanhedrin, who formed a
sort of community in that place, it was looked up
to with great respect and veneration by the Jews
who remained in Palestine. The Romans would
regard with contemptuous indifference the esta-
blishiment of this kind of authority. Like Pilate,
or Gallio, in the Acts, they would lcave to the

Joshua ben Perachinh—persecuted by Alexander Jan.
neus ;3 fud to Alexandna.

Judah ben Tablai, P. Simon ben Shetach, V. P—
according to Lightfuot, many enment actions were
performed by them ;—they hanged eighty swertches
vne day.

Shemaiah, P. Abtalion, V. P.—descended frum Senna-
chenib | their mothers of Jewish blood.  Perhaps
the Sameas and Pollio of Josephus.

Hillel, P. Shammu, V. P.—Hillel was a second Moses:
at f«m? years old he came up to Jerusalem; forty
yeans he studied the law ; forty years he was presi-
dent.

Simceon, son of Hillel—supposed by some the Simeon
who touk our Saviour in his arms ; but there is con-
siderable chronological difficulty.

Gamaliel, son of Simeon, (the teacher of St. Paul,}—
with him the honour of the law failed, purity and
Pharisaism died.

Simeon, his son—aslain at Jerusalem.

Juchanan ben Zaceai,

Gamaliel of Jabueh, won of Simeon.

Simeon, son of Gumllid, first Patriarch of Tiberias.

Judah, son of Simeon.

Gamaliel, son of Judah,

VoL. 111, H
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conquered people to settle among themsclves
‘“ questions relating lo their law.” But these
points were of vital interest to the Jew: they far
surpassed in importance all sublunary considera-
tions ; on these depended the favour of their God,
their only refuge in their degradation and misery ;
and with unexampled, though surely not reprehen=
sible pertinacity, the more they were depressed,
the more ardently they were attached to their own
institutes. They werc their only pride—their only
treasure—their only patrimony, now that their
temple was in ashes, and their land had been con-
fiscated. The enemy could not wrest them away ;
they were the continual remembrancers of the
glories of the past, the only consolation and pledge
of blessing for the future. It is indeed a strange
transition in Jewish history from the wild contests
of the fanatic Zealots, to the disputations of learned
expounders of the law—from the bloody tribunals
of Simon Bar Gioras, Jolm of Gischala, and
Eleazar the Zealot, to the peaceful scholars at the
feet of Gamalicl—from the din of arms, the con-
fusion of besieged cities, the miseries of famine,
massacre, and conflagration, to discussions about
unclean meats, new moons, and the observance of
the Sabbath. But of all things it is most strange,
that a peoplea sarcmly occupied in these scholastic
triflings, should, in sixty ycars, spring up again
in a revolt scarcely less formidable to the ruling
powers, or less calamitous to themselves, than the
great Jewish war under Titus,

Gamaliel, the president of the school in Jamnia,
or, as the Jews assent, the Nasi of the Sanhedrin,
was decply learned, but proud and overbearing.
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He studiously depressed his rivals in learning,
R. Eliezer, son of Hyrcan, and R. Joshua, son of
Hananiah. It was a question, whether a first-
born animal, wounded on the lip, was a lawful
offering. Joshua decided in the affirmative. Ga-
maliel not merely annulled his sentence, but in-
flicted an humiliating penance on Joshua, making
him stand up while ﬁe was lecturing. A scholar
asked Joshua, whether evening praver was a duty
or a free-will offering. Joshua decided for the
latter. Another contradiction and another penance
ensued, till at length the indignant scholars deter-
mined to throw off the yoke, and Gumaliel was
formally deposed. Much difficulty arose about
his successor. R. Joshua, his great rival, was
passed by, and the choice lay between R. Akiba,
a man whose fiery and impetuous character after-
wards plunged himself and the nation in the darkest
calamities, and R. Eliczer, a voung man of noble
family, said to be descended from Ezra. The
choice fell on Eliezer. He hesitated to accept the
dignified office. * Why ?” he was asked. ** Be-
cause | have not a grey beard ;” and immediately
his beard began to sprout, and grew, on the in-
stant, to the most orthodox length and venerable
whiteness.  Other schools were gradually esta-
blished.  Eliezer, son of Hyrcan, taught in Lydda ;
Joshua, son of Hananiah, in Pekun; Akiba, in
Baar-brak. Of all these Rabbins, or Masters of
the Law, stories are told, somctimes puerile,
sometimes full of guad sense and profound
moral wisdom, sometimes most absurdly ex-
travagant ; and characteristic incidents, which
bear the stamp of truth, occur in the midst of the
HQ
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most' monstrous legends®. But all these show
the authority of Rabbinism—for o that svstem of
teaching may be called—over the public mind ;—
of Rabbinism, which, supplanting the original re-
ligion of the Jews, became, after the ruin of the
temple and the extinction of the public worship, a
new bond of national union, the great distinctive
feature in the character of modem Judaism, In-
deed it is absolutely necessary, for the distinct
comprehension of the later Jewish history, to enter
into some farther consideration of the origin,
growth, and nature of that singrular spiritual supre-
macy assumed by the Rabbinical oligarchy, which,
itself held together by a strong corporate spirit,
by community of interest, by identity of principle,
has contributed, more than any other cxternal
cause, to knit together in one body the widely
dispersed members of the Jewish family, and to
keep them the distinet and separate people which
they appear in all ages of the world. It is clear
that, after the return from the Babylonian captivity,
the Mosaic constitution could be but partially re-
established. The whole building was too much
shattered and its fragments too widely dispersed, to
reunite in their ancient and regular form.  Palestine

® Some of the Rabbins refused to eat flesh, or drink
wine, after the destruction of the temple. “ Shall we cat
meat when meat offerings are forbidden, or drigk wine
when wine offerings are no more made in the temple *°
“By that rule,”” answered the shrewd R. Joshua, you
must abwtain from bread, for the shew-bread is no more st
out—from fruits, for the first fruits are no longer offered —
from water, for there is now no water by the sllar. Go:
mcndngdﬂmfmmthtpeopl« which the many cannot dis-
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was a dependent province of the great Persian em-
pire; and neither the twelve confederate republics of
older times, nor the monarchies of the later period,
could be permitted to renew their existence.  But
in no respect was the original Mosaic constitution
50 soon or so cntirely departed from, as in the dis-
tinctions and cndowments of the great learned
aristocracy, the tribe of Levi; in no point was it
more impossible to reinstate the polity on its primi-
tive model.  To ascend no higher, the tribe of
Levi scem to have lost all their possessions in the
provinces of Israel on the separation of the king-
doms.  On the return from the Captivity, the
Levites are mentioned as distinet from the priests,
and are present, as it were, giving authority at the
public reading of the law.  But they were by no
means numcrous, perhaps scarcely more than suffi-
cient to furnish the different courses to minister in
the temple. At all events they were no indepen-
dent or opulent tribe ; their cittes were gone ; and
though l.Lc_\' still retained the tithe, it was so far
from supporting them in great affluence, that when
the higher class encroached upon the rights of the
lower order, the latter were in danger of absolute
starvation.  In fact, they were the officiating
priesthood, and no more—bound to be acquainted
with the forms and usages of the sacrificial ritual ;
but the instruction of the people, and the inter-
pretation of the Law, by no means fell necessarily
within their province. On the other hand, the
Jews who returned from the Captivity brought
with them a reverential, or rather a passionate
attachment to the Mosaic Law. This it secns to
have been the prudent policy of their leaders, Ezra
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and Nehemiah, to encourage by all possible
means, as the great bond of social union, and the
unfailing principle of separation from the rest of
mankind. The consecration of the second temple,
and the re-establishment of the state, was accom-
Enied by the ready and solemn recognition of the

w. By degrecs attachment to the Law sank
deeper and deeper into the national character; it
was not merely at once their Bible and their Statute
Book, it entered into the most minute detail of
common life. But no written law can provide for
all possible exigencies ; whether general and com-
prehensive, or minute and multifarious, it equally
requires the expositor to adapt to it the immediate
case which may occur, either before the public
tribunal, or that of the private conscience. I'Fl)ence
it became a deep and intricate study. Certain
men rose to acknowledged eminence for their in-
genuity in explaining, their readiness in applying,
their facility in quoting, and their clearness in
offering solutions of the ditficult passages of the
written statutes. Learning in the Law became
the great distinction to which all alike paid reve-
rential homage. Public and private affairs de-
pended on the sanction of this self-formed spiri-
tual aristocracy. In an imperfect calendar the
accurate settling of the proper days for the dif-
ferent fasts and festivals was of the first importance.
It would have been considered as inevitably tend-
ing to some national calamity, if it had been
discovered that the new moon, or any other
movable festival, above all if the Passover, had
been celebrated on a miscalculated day. The
national sacrifice, or that of the individual, might
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be vitiated by an inadvertent want of conformity
to the strict letter of the ritual. Every duty
of life, of social intercourse between man and
man, to omit its weightier authority as the
national code of criminal and civil jurispru-
dence, was regulated by an appeal to d’ne Book
of the Law. Even at every meal, the scrupulous
conscience shuddered at the possibility, lest
by some neglect, or misinterpretation of the sta-
tute, it might fall into serious offence. In every
case the learned in the law could alone decide to
the satisfaction of the inquirer.

Morcover, by degrees, another worship, inde-
pendent of the temple, grew up—that of the syna-
gogue. The nation still met in the great temple,
for the purpose of national expiation or thanks-
giving. The individual went there to make his
legal offerings, or to utter his pravers in the more
immediate presence of the God of Abraham. But
besides this he had his synagogue—where, in a
smaller community, he asscmbled, with a few of
his neighbours, for divine worship, for prayer, and
for instruction in the law. The latter more im-
mediately, and gradually the former, fell entirely
under the regulation of the learned interpreter of
the law, who, we may say, united the professions
of the clergy and the law—the clergy, considered
as public instructors ; for the law-school and the
synagogue were always closely connected, if they
did not fonn parts of the same building. Thus
there arosc in the state the curious phenomenon
of a spiritual supremacy, distinct from the priest
hood ; for though many of these teachers were
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actually priests and Levites, they were not neces-
sarily 'so—a supremacy which excrcised the most
unlimited dominion, not formally recognised by
the constitution, but not the less real and substan-
tial ; for it was grounded in the general belief,
ruled by the willing obedience of its subjects, and
was rooted in the very minds and hearts of the
people, till at length the maxim was openly pro-
mulgated, * the voice of the Rabbi, the voice of
God.”  Thus, though the high priest was still the
formal and acknowledged head of the state, the
real influence passed away to these recogmized in-
terpreters of the Divine word.  The circumstances
of the Jewish history concurred in depressing the
spiritual authority of the priesthood ; and, as in
such a community spiritual authority must have
existed somewhere, its transfer to the Rabbins,
though slow and imperceptible, was no less cer-
tain. During the reign of the Asmoneuns the
high priesthood became a mere appendage of the
temporal sovercignty ; but the Pharnsaic, or learned
party, were constantly struggling for superiorit
with the throne, which thus nominally umted both
the religious and worldly supremacy. Herod
ruled as a military despot; but it was not the priest-
hood, the chief dignity of which he filled with his
‘own dependants, but this body of men, learned in
law of the Fathers, which alone resisted the
introduction of Grecian mganers and customs,
and kept alive the waning cmbers of Judaism,
We have seen that, in the zenith of his power, he
dared not exact an oath of allegiance, from his
dread of a most influential class sealously slmched
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to the law. The Sanhedrin was, in general, the
organ by which they acted, as the secats of that
half-senatorial, half-judicial body, were usually
filled by the most lecarned and influential of the
Rabbing, or teachers. It is probable that general
opinion would point them out as the fittest persons
to fill the places of the twenty-three judges, ap-
pointed, according to Josephus, in every consider-
able town. Still their power was more deeply
rooted than in the respect paid to any court or
office: it consisted rather in the education and
daily instruction of the people, who looked up to
them with implicit confidence in their infallibihty.

But besides the interpretation of the written
statutes, according to the rules of plain common
sense, or more subtle reason, the expounders of
the law assumed another ground of authority over
the public mind, as the depositaries and conserva-
tors of the unwritten or traditionary law. This
was not universally acknowledged—and, from the
earliest period, the great schism, in Jewish opi-
nion, was, on this important point, the authority of
tradition. But the traditionists were far superior
in weight and numbers—and, by the mass of the
people, the Masora, or unwritten tradition, re-
ceived, as the Rabbins asserted, by Moses on
Mount Sinai, and handed down, in regular and
unbroken descent, through all the great names of
their carly history, the heads of the Sanhedrin, its
successive conservators, till it finally vested in
themselves, was listened to with equal awe, and
received with equal vencration with the statutes
inscribed by the hand of the Almighty on the
tables of stunc. This was generally called Ma-
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sora, or Tradition, or Cabala®*—the recetved doc-
trine.of the schools—thus uniting, as it were, the
sanctity of tradition in the church of Rome, with
the validity of precedent in our law courts.

Hence the demolition of the temple, the final
cessation of the services, and the extinction of the
priesthood, who did not survive their occupation
—events which, it might have been expected,
would have been fatal to the national existeuce of
the Jews as destroving the great bond of union,
{::)duced scarcelv anv remarkable effect. The

vitical class had already been superseded, as
the judges and teachers of the people; the syna-
gogue, with its law school, and its grave and
learned Rabbi, had alrcady begun to usurp the
authority, and was prepared to supply the place of
the temple with its solemn rites, regular sacrifices,
and hereditary priesthood. Hence the remnant
of the people, amid the gencral wreck of their in-
stitutions, the extinction of the race, at least the
abrogation of the office of high-priest, and cven
the defection of the representative of their late
sovereign Agrippa, naturally looked round with
eagemcess 10 see if any of their learned Rabbins

s The term Cabala is usally applied to that wild system
of oriental philosophy which was mtroduced, it is uncertain
at what penod, into the Jewish schools ; in & wider wase, it
comprebendod all the decisions of the Rabbinical courts or
schools, whether on religious or civil points—whateyer, in
short, was considercd to have buen ruled by competent
judges ; but y meunt that knowledge which was tra-
ditionally derived from the hidden mywteries comained in
the letters of the law, in the sumber of times they occurved,
and i their relative position,
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had escaped the ruin; and directly they found
them established in comparative security, willingly
laid whatever sovereignty they could dare to offer
at their feet. Their Roman masters had no tri-
bunal which they could approach ; the administra-
tion of their own law was indispensable ; hence,
whether it assumed the form of an oligarchy, or
a monarchy, they submitted themselves with the
most implicit confidence, and in the most un-
doubting spirit, to the Rabbinical dominion.

The Jews, though looked upon with contempt
as well as detestation, were vet regarded, during
the reign of Vespasian and his immediate succes-
sors, with jealous watchfulness. A garrison of
800 men occupied the ruins of Jerusalem, to pre-
vent the reconstruction of the city by the tond
and religious zeal of its former inhabitants. The
Christian Hegesippus relates that Vespasian com-
manded strict search to be made for all who
clained descent from the house of David—in
order to cut off, if possible, all hopes of the resto-
ration of the roval house, or of the Messiah, the
confidence in whose speedy coming still burned
with feverish excitement in the hearts of all faith-
ful Israclites. This barbarous inquisition was
continued in the reign of Domitian; nor did the
rest of the nation escape the cruelties which deso-
lated the empire under the government of that
sanguinary tyrant. The tax of two drachms,
levied according to the rescript of Vespasian, for
the rebuilding Sw temple of Jupiter Capitolinus,
was cxacted with enting rigour; and, if any
persons denied their Judaism, the most indecent
means were employed against persons of age and



P

108 HISTORY OF THE JEWS.

cl_mractcr, to ascertain the fact. Suctonius, the
historian, had secn a public examination of this
nature before the tribunal of the procurator.  Still
it may be doubted whether these persecutions,
which, perhaps, were chiefly directed at the Juda-
izing Christians, oppressed the Jewish pcn‘)k' very

- heavily in their native land. It is impossible, un-

Jess communities were suffered to be formed, and
‘@i whole race enjoyed comparative security, that
the nation could have appeared in the formidable
attitude of resistance which it assumed in the time
of Hadrian.

The reign of Nerva gave a brief inte

ce to the Jews with the rest of the world ; but
in that of Trajan either the oppressions of their
enemics, or their own mutinous and fanatic dis-
position, drove them into revolt, as frantic amd
disastrous, as that which had laid their city and
temple in ashes.  In every quarter of the world,
in each of their great settlements, in Babylonia,
Egypt, and Cyrene, and in Judica, during the
sovereignty of Trajan and his successor, the Jews
broke out into bold and open rebellion—not
without considerable successes—and were finally
subdued, only after an obstinate struggle and
enormous loss of life.®

The wise and upright Trajan was not superior to

rval of

* Gibbon attributes all these insurrections to the unpro-
voked turbulence sod fauaticism of the Jews, But his
mind, notwithstanding its boasted liberulity, was by no
means exempt from the old mlﬁ: prejudices agaiust the
Jews; heightened, perhaps, by his unfriendly feeling, not

philosophical, to the religion” from which
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the intolerant religious policy of his predecessors.
From the memorable letter of Pliny, it is manifest
that the existing laws, though not clearly defined,
were rigid against all who practised foreign super-
stitions. It is by no means improbable that its
descent from Judaism, of which Christianity was
long considered a modification, tended to increase
the Dhostility against the unoffending Christians,
which their rapid progress had excited.  If, even
under a man of the temper and moderation
of Pliny, and by the express rescript of the em-
peror, all the Christians obtained, was not to be
“ hunted out with the implacable zeal of an in-
quisitor;” if scenes like those, so strikingly de-
scribed in the acts of the martyrdom of Ignatius,
were by no means unfrequent : we may fairly con-
clude that the odious Jews, under worse governors,
or where the popular fecling was not repressed
by the strong hand of authority, would be liable
to perpetual insult, oppression, and persecution.
The Rabbinical traditions are full of the sufferings
of the people during this melancholy period, but
they arc so moulded up with fable®, that it is

* It is related that, unfortunately, the birth-day of a
prince fell on the anniversary of the fatal 9th of August;
and while the whole Roman empire was rejoicing, the Jews
nlope were bewailing, in ill-timed lamentations, the fate of
their temple.  Again, while the imperial family were in the
deepest mourning for the luss of a daughter, unlucky
Jews were celebrating with noisy mirth their Feast ol Lamps.
The indignaut empress exclaimed, ** Before you march
aguin-t the i p this insolent people from the
face of the earth.” jan surrvunded a vast number of
Jews with his legions, and ordered them to be hewn down.
He afterwards their wives, either to share the fate of
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difficult to decide whether they rest on any
mﬂndwork of truth. This, however, is certain,

during the war of Trajan with Parthia, when
the Roman legions were probably withdrawn from
the African provinces, and a few feeble garrisons
alone remained to maintain the peace, intelligence
was received that the Jews of Egvpt and Cyrene
had taken arms, and were perpetrating the most
dreadful atrocities against the Greek inhabitants of
those districts. The cause of this insurrection is
unknown ; but when we remember the implacable
animosities of the two races, which had been
handed down as an inheritance for centuries, it is
by no means surprising, that, directly the coercive
authority of the Roman troops was withdrawn, a
violent collision would take place. Nor is it ime
probable that the Greeks, who had been suffering
grievous exactions from a rapacious Roman go-
vernor, might take up their old quarrel, and in the
absence of the Romans, endeavour to indemnify
themselves by the plunder of their more indus-
trious, perhaps more wealthy, neighbours. On

their husbands, or to submit to the embraces of his voldiery.
“ What thou hast done to those beneath the carth, do to
those who are upon it.”” Such was the answer of the wo-
men. Their blood was mingled with that of their husbands ;
and the sea that broke upon the shores of Cyprus was tinged
with the red hue of camage. If there be any truth in thi
md, it recoiled before from those shores in a tide,
ich shewed still more visible sigus of unrelenting ven-
geance. But independent of the improbability of the whole
story, and its inconsistency with the charactur of the em-
pesor, the family of Trajan make a great figurv in this, as
mdherdﬁu:lu.em' Lgulh; yet it is almost certain that bo had
no
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which side hostilities began, we know not ; but the
Jews, even if they only apprehended an attack,
had horrible reminiscences of recent disasters, or
traditions, not very remote, of the days of Caligula;
and might, not unnaturally, think that there was
wisdom in endeavouring to be the first in the field ;
and that it was better to perish with arms in their
hands, than stand still, as in former times, to be
tamely pillaged and butchered. All Egypt, both
Alexandria and the Thebais, with Cyrene, arose
at once. In Egypt the Jews had at first some
success; but the Greeks fell back on Alexandria,
mastered the Jews within the city, and murdered
the whole race. Maddened by this intelligence,
as well as by the memory of former crueltics, the
Jews of Cyrene, headed by Lucuas and Andrew,
by some supposed, though improbably, two names
of the same individual, swept all over Lower Egypt,
where they were joined by a host of their country-
men, and penetrated into the Thebais, or even
farther, and cxacted the most dreadful retribution
for the present and the past. Horrid tales were
told of the atrocitics they committed—some of
their rulers they sawed asunder from head to foot;
they flayed their bodies, and clothed themselves
with their skins, twisted their entrails and wore
them as girdles, and anointed themselves with
blood. We are even told that this people, so
scrupulous in the refusal of all unclean food, never-
theless feasted on the bodies of their enemies.
With barbarity for which they could quote better
precedent, they are said to have thrown them to
wild beasts, and forced them to fight on the
theatres as gladiators: 220,000 fell before their
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remorseless vengeance. Whether these cannibal
atrocities were true or not, that they should be
propagated and credited, shows the detestation in
which the race was held. Lupus, the Roman
governor, meanwhile, without troops, sat an in-
active spectator of this devastation ; while Lucuas,
the Jewish leader, is reported to have assumed the
style and title of king.

The flame spread to Cyprus, where the Jews
were numerous and wealthy. One Artemio placed
himself at their head; they rose and massacred
240,000 of their fellow citizens ; the whole popu-

_ lous city of Salamis became a desert.  The revolt
¢ in Cyprus was first suppressed ; Hadrian, after-
wards emperor, landed on the island, and marched
to the assistance of the few inhabitants who had
been able to act on the defensive. He defeated
the Jews, expelled them from the island, to whose
beautiful coasts no Jew was ever after permitted
to approach. If one were accidentally wrecked
on the inhospitable shore, he was instantly put to
death. Martius Turbo was sent by sea for the
rpose of expedition, with a considerable force of
orse and foot to the coast of Cyrene.  As far as
the campaign can be traced, it scems that he
marched against Andrew, and, after much hard
fighting, suppressed the insurrection in that pro-
vince, and then turned upon Egypt where Lucuas
still made head. Lucuas, according to a tradition
preserved by Abulfharagi, attempted to force his
way by the Isthmus of Suez; and some, at least,
of his followers found their way to Palestine. The
loss of the Jews, as might be cxpected, was im-
mensc ; their own traditions report, that as many
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fell in this disastrous war, as originally escaped
from Egypt under Moses—600,000 men.

Cyprus was scarcely subdued, and the war was
still raging in Egypt, when tidings arrived that the
Jews of Mesopotamia were in arms. Probably
the eastern Jews had found that, by the conquests
of Trajan, they had changed masters for the
worse. Under the Parthian kings they had lived
in peace, unmolested in their religion, sometimes
making proselytes of the highest rank—in the
case of lzates—of kings themselves; and they
were oppressed by no exclusive taxation. The
Jews of Africa and Syria might have looked with
repining envy on their more prosperous brethren
in Babylonia: the scene of the great captivity
was now become the only dwelling of Jewish
peace and Jewish independence; while the land
of milk and honey flowed with the bitter streams
of servitude and persccution. Even if the Baby-
lonian Jews did not, as gratitude and policy would
equally have urged, during the war between Rome
and her eastern rival, manfully take arms in favour
of their protectors against the enemies and op--
Yrcssors of their race—if they left the armies of
Parthia to fight their own battles, and quietly
waited to be transferred to the conqueror, vet,
when they were included, by the victories of Tra-
Jan, within the pale of Roman oppression—visited
in their turn by that fierce soldiery which had
trampled on the ruins of Jerusalem—made liable,
perhaps, 10 & capitation tax for the maintenance of
a heathen temple,—it was by no mecans surprisin
if they endeavoured to shake off the galling an
unwonted yoke. Their insurrection was soon sup-

VOL. 11l 1
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ﬁeued by the vigour of Lucius Quietus, a man of
oorish race, and considered the ablest soldier in

the Roman army. The commission of Quictus
was not only to subdue, but to expel the Jews from
the whole district. The Jews defended themsclves
with obstinate courage, and, though overpowered,
still remained in Mesopotamia. The immediate
appointment of L. Quietus to the government of
Judeea, seems to intimate some apprehension of
commotions in that province, which might be kept
down by the terrors of his name. In the next
year (A C. 117) Trajan died, and Hadrian as-
cended the throne. For the Mesopotamian Jews
alone this was a fortunate occurrence; for as the
gaudent Hadrian abandoned all the conquests of
is predecessor in the East, and re-established the
as the boundary of the Roman empire,
they fell agam under the milder dominion of their
ancient sovereigns. The new emperor was not
likely to entertain very favourable sentiments to-
wards his Jewish subjects. He had been an eye-
witness of the horrible scencs which had desolated
the lovely island of Cyprus; he had eeen the vo-
luptuous Idalian groves reeking with blood, or
unwholesome with the recent camnage of their in-
babitants; the gay and splendid citics reduced to
the silence of desolation. It is not improbable that
the same mischiefs might scem to be brooding in
Palestine. An edict was issued tantamount to the
total suppression of Judaimmn : it interdicted cir-
cumcision, the reading of the law, and the observa-
tion of the sabbath. It was followed by a blow, if
possible, more fatal : the intention of the emperor
was announced to annihilate at once all hopes of
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the restoration of the Holy ci‘?' by the establish-
ment of a Roman colony in Jerusalem, and the
foundation of a fane, dedicated to Jupiter, on the
site of their fallen temple. A town had probably
risen by degrees out of the ruins of Jerusalem,
where the three great towers and a part of the
western wall had been left as a protection to the
Roman garrison : but the formal establishment of
a colony implied the perpetual alienation of the
soil, and its legal appropriation to the stranger.
The Jews looked on with dismay, with anguish,
with secret thoughts of revenge, at length with
hopes of immediate and splendid deliverance. It
was an opinion deeply rooted in the hearts of all
faithful Israclites, that in the darkest hour of the
race of Abraham, when his children were at the
extreme point of degradation and wretchedness,
that even then the arm of the Lord would be re-
vealed, and the expected Messiah would make his
sudden and glorious appearance. They were now
sounding the lowest depths of misery. They were
forbidden, under penaltics sternly enacted and
rigidly enforced, to initiate their children into the
chosen family of God. Their race was in danger
of becoming extinet; for even the blood of Abra-
ham would little avail the uncircumcised. Their
city was not mercly a mass of ruins, inhabited by
the stranger, but the Pagans were about to make
their permanent residence upon the site of Sion,
and a temple to a Gentile i«iol to usurp the place
of the Holy of Holies.

At this momentous period it was announced
that the Messiah had a peared. He had come in
power and in glory; Km name fulfilled ;he great

1
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g;olpbecy of Balaam. Barcochab, the Son of the
, was that star which was to “arise out of
Jacob.” Wonders attended upon his person: he
breathed flames from his mouth, which, no doubt,
would burn up the strength of the proud oppres-
sor, and wither the armies of the tyrannical
Hadrian. Above all, the greatest of the Rabbins,
the living oracle of divine truth, whose profound
learning was looked up to by the whole race of
Isracl, acknowledged the claims of the new Mes-
siah, and openly attached himself to his fortunes :
he was called the standard bearer of the Son of
the Star. Rabbi Akiba was said not to be of the
ure blood of Israel, but descended (such is the
binical gencalogy) from Sisera, the genceral of
Jabin, king of Tyre, by a Jewish mother.  For
forty years he had lived a simple shepherd, tend-
ing the flocks of a rich citizen of Jerusalem,
pamed Calba Sheva. Love made him the wisest
of his age. He became enamoured of his master's
daughter: the wealthy Jew rejected the indigent
shepherd, who was an alien from the race of
Israel. But the lovers were sccretly married,
and Akiba left his bride immediately, and spent
twelve years in stuly, under the tuition of R. Elie-
zer and R. Joshua. He returned, it is said, with
12,000 disciples. But the unrelenting father had
disinherited his daughter.  They lived in the
greatest penury; and she bore her first child on
a bed of Er!:w. Akiba went back for twelve years
more to the seat of learning. He retumed again,
followed by 24,000 disciples; and the father, at
length appeased or overawed by the fame of his
son-in-law, broke his vow of implacable resent
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ment, and bestowed on him and his wife sufficient
property to enable them to live in splendour. A
thousand volumes would not contain the wonder-
ful things which Akiba did and said. He could

ive a reason for the use of the most insignificant
etter of the law; and it is boldly averred, that
God revealed more to him than he did to Moses.
He first committed the traditions to writing, and
thus laid the groundwork for the celebrated
Mishna, or Comment on the Law. A striking
story is told of Akiba. His great maxim was,
‘‘that every thing is ordained of heaven for the
best.” With this axiom on his lips, he was riding
with some of his followers ncar the ruins of Jeru-
salem. They burst into tears at the melancholy
sight ; for, to heighten their grief, they beheld a
jackal prowling upon the Hill of the Temple.
Akiba only observed, that the very successes of
theidolatrous Romans, as they fulfilled the words of
the prophets, were grounds of loftier hopes for the
people of God. The end of these lofty hopes
must have severely tried the resignation of Akiba.
He was yet in the zenith of his fame, though now
nearly 120 years old, the period of life to which
his great prototype, Moses, attained ; if, indeed,
his biographers have not rather conformed his
life to that model: he is said, also, by some, to
have been the head of the Sanhedrin, when Bar-
cochab, or Coziba, announced his pretensions as
the Messiah. Akiba had but newly returned
from a visit, or from a flight, to his Mesopota-
mian_ brethren, and whether the state of affairs
at Nahardea, and Nisibis, had awakened his
Lopes, and inflamed a noble jealousy, which in-
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1 10 visk any bazard to obtain equal in-
. ¢ for his brethren in Judwa; or whether

thare was and connected for the
m‘ﬂ m ey, bhe u.mpmn.,;r at
ouce into the party of the heaven-inspired insur-
get. * Behold,” said the hoary enthusiast, in an
assembly of the litening people, **the Star that is
come out of Jacob; the days of the redemption
are at hand.” ** Akiba,” said the more eautious
R. Johanan, “ the grass will spring from thy jaw-
bone, and vet the son of David will not have
come.”  The period of the first appearance of the
K.rmnded Messiah is by no means centain, evin

is real name is unknown : he is designated onl
by his title, Bar-cochab, the Son of a Star, whic?x
his disappointed countrymen, afterwards, in their
bitterness, changed to Bar-cosha, the Son of a
Lie. He is said to have been a robber; he had
learned a trick of keeping lighted tow, or straw,
in his mouth, which was the sceret of his breath-
ing flames, to the terror of his enemics, and the
unbounded confidence of his partizans. He seems
to have been a man of no common vigour and
ability ; but, unhappily, this sccond Jewish war
had no Josephus, and the whole history of the
campaigns, where the Jews manifestly gained
great advantages, and in which the most able
general of Rome, Severus, found it expedient to
#ct on the defensive, and reduce the province
rather by blockade and famine than by open war,
can only be made out from three short clﬁwn of
Dio Cassius, occasional bricf notices in other au-
thors, and the Legends of the Talnud. Lucius
Quietus, the able conqueror of Mesopotamia, sus-
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t:c:ed of ambitious desi on the emKire, had
n deprived, first of his kindred Moorish troops,
then of his province, and finally of his life. By a
curious coincidence, the Roman commander, to
whom the final demolition of Jerusalem had been
committed by Titus, bore the name of Terentius
Rufus; the prefect in Palestine, at the commence-
ment of the revolt under Bar-cochab, was T. An-
nius, or Tynnius, called, by the Rabbins, Tyrannus,
or Turnus Rufus, the Wicked. Thus, the two
men, who were the objects of the deepest detes-
tation to the Jews, are perpetually confounded.
Rufus is said, by the command of Hadriau, to
have driven the plough over the ruins of Jerusa-
lem. At the first threatening of the revolt,
Probnbly after the visit of Hadrian to the East,
m the vear 130 (A.C.), Rufus poured all the
troops at his command into Judwa; he seized
and imprisoned Akiba: but either his forces or
his abilities were unequal to the crisis. The
Romans could not believe that with the memory
of the former war still on the lips of the fathers of
the present generation, the Jews would provoke
the danger of a second exterminating conflict.
But for some time the insurgents had been busily
employed in laying up stores of arms. By de-
grees, they got possession of all the strong
heights, raised walls and fortifications, dug or
enlarged subterrancan passages and caverns, both
for retreat and communication, and contrived, by
holes from above, to let light and air into those
secret citadels, where they deposited their arms,
held their counsels, and concealed themselves
from the vigilance of the cnemy. Multitudes
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crowded openly, or stole in secret, to range them-
selves under the banner of the Messiah. Native
Jews and strangers swelled his ranks. It is
probable that many of the fugitives from the in-
surgents in Egvpt and Cyrene had found their
way to Palestine, and lay hid in caves and fast-
nesses. Even many who were not Jews, for the
sake of plunder and the licence of war, united
themselves with the rebels. No doubt, some
from the Mesopotamian provinces came to the
aid of their brethren. The whole Jewish race
throughout the world was in commotion ; those
who dared not betray their interest in the common
cause openly, did so in secret, and perhaps some
of the wealthy Jews in the rcmote provinces
privately contributed from their treasures. Bar-
cochah, if we may believe the Rabbins, found
himself at the head of 200,000 men, a statement
somewhat invalidated by the addition, that there
was not a soldier who could not, putting his horse
at full speed, tear up a cedar of Lebanon by the
roots. l]'Inom: who had denied or disguised their
circumcision, hastened to renew that distinguish-
ing mark of their Israclitish descent, and to entitle
themselves to a share in the great redemption.
The Christians, alone, stood aloof, and would lend
no car, nor pay respect to the clains of another
Messiah, a man of robbery and bloodshed, of
carthly pretensions, and the aspirant founder of a
temporal kingdom. Bar-cochab is reported to
have revenged himself by the most cruel perse-
cutions on those most dangerous opponents to his
claim as the Messiah.

The first expedition of Bar-cochab was to make
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himself master of the ruins of Jerusalem. As we
have before observed, probably some sort of rude
town had grown up amid the wreck of the city.
Pious pilgrims, no doubt, stole in secret to pay
their adorations on the sacred hill; and some
would think it worth while to venture all hazards,
if their last remains might re within the
circuit of the Holy City. With what triumph
must they have crowded to the same spot, when
the conquering banner of the Messiah was un-
folded, for here Bar-cochab openly assumed the
name of king, and is said to have issued coins
with his superscription, and with the year of
the freedom of Jerusalem as the date.®  Still the
Jews avoided a battle in the open fiell. Tumnus
Rufus revenged himself with the most unre-
lenting crueltics on the defenceless.  According
to Eusebius, he put to death thousands of men,
women, and children.  But the obstinate courage
and activity of the Jews were unbroken; they
pursued their deliberate system of defence, so that,
on the arrival of the famous Julius Severus to take
the command, they were in possession of fifty of
the strongest castles, and 985 villages. But
Severus had learned the art of war against despe-
rate savages in Britain. He turned their own
policy against the insurgents. He ventured on
no general battle with an enemy now perhaps

* There is no historical account of this event, though
there seems little doubt of the fact. Tychsen and others
have concluded, from extant coins, that he was in pos-
-session of Jerusalem for three years; if so, it was from 132
to 135. The coins, however, are of very doubtful date and
authority.
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to an overwhelming force; but he attacked
strong holds in detail, cut off their supplies,
and ‘reduced them to the greatest distress by fa-
mine. Yet the Romans experienced, on their
side, counsiderable lusses, for Hadrian, whether
with the army or in the ncighbourhood, did not
adopt the customary form in his despatches to the
senate, ‘I rejoice if all is well with you and your
children ; with mvself and the army all is well.”
In Jerusalem the insurgents were disheartened and
confounded by the sudden falling in of the vast
subterranean vaults, where, according to tradition,
the remains of Solomon were buried. It was re-
ported that this had been the treisure-house, as
well as the sepulchre, of the Jewish kings, and
stories were current that Johu Hyrcanus and
Herod had successively violated the cemeteries,
and enriched themselves with their spoils.  Now
their sudden fall not only made the Hill of Sion
insecure, but was considered as of awful omen.
The Romans, probably after a hard contest, made
themselves masters of Jerusalem, and razed every
building that remained to the ground : it was then,
gerhaps, if not before, that the plough was passed

y Rufus over the devoted ground.

At length the discipline of the Roman troops,
and the consummate conduct of Severus, brought
the war nearly to a close. The strong city of
Bither alone remained, the metropolis and citadel
of the insurgents. The situation of this city is not
certainly known; it is placed by Eusebius near
Beth-loron, by others near the sea. How long
Bither stood out after the siege was actually
formed, is equally uncertain. When affairs began



DEATH OF THE RABBI ELIEZER. 123

to wear a gloomy as t,aSt:us write the Rabbins, )
Eliezer, the son of Hamadai, enjoined the besieged
to seek their last resource, prayer to the God of
their fathers. All day long the zealous Rabbi
was on his knees. As long as he prayed, like
Moses during the battle with the Amalekites in
the Desert, so long the Jews assumed new
courage, and fought with unconquerable fury. A
Samaritan undertook to silence by trcachery the
devout and prevailing Rabbi.  Hestole up to him
where he was kneeling in praver on a conspicuous
eminence, and whispered some indistinct words in
his ear. The vigilant Bar-cochab demanded what
was the object of his message. The Rabbi could
not answer. The Samaritan, after long pretended
rcluctance, declared that it was an answer to a
secret message confided to him by the Rabbi,
about capitulation. Bar-cochab commanded the
Rabbi to be executed on the spot. This bar-
barous measure alienated and dispirited his fol-
lowers. Bither was at length storined, Bar-cochab
was killed, and his head carried in triumph to the
Roman camp. It was again on the fatal 9th of
Ab* (August), the anniversary of the double de-
struction of Jerusalem, that Bither fell ; it was
razed to the ground.

Of the massacre the Rabbins tell frightful stories,
but their horror is mitigated by their extravagance.
More are said to have fallen at Bither than cscaped
with Moses from Egypt. The horses waded up to
their bits in carnage. Blood flowed so copiously,

® The Jewish day of mourning has always been kept on
the 9th, though it -e{m from Josephus that the 10th w:lrtbo
real day of the destruction.
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that the stream carried stones weighing four
pounds into the sea, according to their account,
forty miles distant. The dead covered eighteen
square miles, and the inhabitants of the adjacent
region had no need to manure their ground for
seven years. A more trustworthy authority, Dio
Cassius, states, that during the whole war the
enormous number of 550,000 fell by the sword,
not including those who perished by famine,
disease, and fire. The whole of Judiea was a
desert; wolves and hyvicnas went howling along
the streets of the desolate citics. Those who
escaped the sword were scarcely more fortunate ;
they were reduced to slavery by thousands. There
was a great fair held under a celebrated Terebinth,
which tradition had consecrated as the very tree
under which Abraham had pitched his tent.
Thither his miserable children were brought in
droves, and sold as cheap as horses.  Others were
carried away and sold at Gaza ; others transported
to Egvpt. The account of the fate of Rabbi
Akiba is singularly characteristic. He was sum-
moned for examination before the odious Turnus
Rufus. In the middle of his interrogations, Akiba
remembered that it was the hour of praver. He
fell on his knees, regardless of the presence of the
Roman, and of the pending trial for life and death,
and calmly went through his devotions.  In the
prison, while his lips were burning with thirst, he
nevertheless applied his scanty pittance of water
to his ablutions. The barbarous Roman ordered
the old man to be flayed alive, and then put to
death. The most furious persecution was com-
menced against all the Rabbins, who were con-



DEATH OF JUDAH, THE SON OF BAVAH. 125

sidered the authors and ringleaders of the insurrec-
tion. Chanania, the son of Theradion, was de-
tected reading and expounding the Law, he was
burned with the book wrxich he was reading. It was
forbidden to fill up the number of the great Syna-
gogue, or Sanhedrin, but Akiba, just before his
death, had named five new members ; and Judah,
the son of Bavah, secretly nominated others in a
mountain glen, where he had taken refuge. Sol-
diers were sent to surprise Judah; he calmly
awaited their coming, and was transfixed by 300
spears.

Hadrian, to annihilate for cver all hopes of the
restoration of the Jewish kingdom, accomplished
his plan of founding a new city on the site of Jeru-
salem, peopled by a colony of foreigners. The
city was called [Elia Capitolina; ‘Elia after the
pricnomen of the emperor, Capitolina as dedicated
to the Jupiter of the capitol.  An edict was issued,
prohibiting any Jew from entering the new city
on pain of death, or approaching its environs, so
as to contemplate even at a distance its sacred
Leight. More effectually to keep them away, the
image of a swine was placed over the gate lcading
to Bethichem.  The more peacetul Christians were
permitted to establish themselves within the walls,
and /Alia became the seat of a flourishing church
and bishoprick.
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For the fourth time the Jewish people seemed on
the brink of extermination. Nebuchadnezzar,
Antiochus, Titus, Hadrian, had successively ex-
erted their utmost power to extinguish, not merely
the political existence of the state, but even the
separate being of the people. It might have ap-
peared impossible that anything like a community
should again revive within Palestine ; still more so,
that the multitudes of Jews scattered over the
whole face of the world should maintain any cor-
respondence or intelligence, continue a distinct and
unmingled race, or resist the process of absorption
into the general population, “511(‘11 is the usual fate
of small bodies of strangers, settled in remote and
unconnected regions. In less than sixty vears
after the war under Hadrian, before the close of
the second century after Christ, the Jews present
the extraordinary spectacle of two regular and or-
ganized communities : onc under a sort of spiritual
head, the Patriarch of Tiberias, comprehending
all of Israclitish descent who inhabited the Roman
empire; the other under the Prince of the Cap-
tivity, to whom all the castern Jews paid their
allegiance.  Gibbon has briefly stated the growth
of the former of these principalities with his usual
general accuracy, as regards facts, though the
relation is coloured by his sarcastic tone, in
which the bitter antipathy of his school to the
Jewish race is strongly marked. ** Notwithstand-
ing these repeated provocations, the resentiment
VOL. 111 -



<ol HISTORY OF THR JEWS.

of the Roman princes expired after the victory ;
nor were their apprehensions continued hevond
the period of war and danger. By the general
indulgence of polytheism, and by the mild temper
of Antoninus Pius, the Jews were restored to their
ancient privileges, and once more obtained the
permission of circumcising their children, with the
easy restraint that they should never confer on
any foreign proselyte that distinguishing mark of
the Hebrew race.  The numerous remains of that
people, though they were still excluded from the
precincts of Jerusalem, were permitted to form
and to maintain considerable establishments both
in Italy and in the provinces, to acquire the
freedom of Rome; to enjoy municipal honours,
and to obtain, at the same time, an exemption
from the burthensome and expensive offices of
society. The moderation or the contempt of the
Romans gave a legal sanction to the form of
ecclesiastical police which was instituted by the
vanquished sect. The patriarch, who had fixed
his residence at Tiberias, was empowered to appoint
his subordinate ministers and apostles, to excrcise
a domestic jurisdiction, and w receive from his
despised brethren an ahnual contribution.  New
synagogues were frequently erected in the prin-
cipal cities of the empire; and the sabbaths, the
fasts, and the festivals, which were either com-
manded by the Mosaic Law, or enjoined by the
traditions of the Rabbins, were celebrated in the
most solemn and public manner. Such gentle
treatment insensibly assuaged the stern temper of
the Jews. Awakened from their dream of pro-
phecy and conquest, they aysumed the behaviour
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of peaceable and industrious subjects. Their irre-
concileable hatred of mankind, mstead of flaming
out in acts of blood and violence, evaporated m
less dangerous gratifications.  They embraced
every opportunity of over-reaching the idolaters
in trade ; and they pronounced secret and ambi-
guous imprecations against the haughty kingdom
of Edom.”*

Unfortunately it is among the most difficult
parts of Jewish history to trace the erowth of the
patriarchal authority established in Tiberias, and
its recognition by the whole scattered hody of the
nation, who, with disinterested zcal, and we do not
scruple to add, a noble attachment to the race of
Israel, became voluntary subjects and tributaries
to their spiritual sovereign, and united with one
mind and one heart to establish their community
on a scttled basis. It is a singular spectacle to
behold a nation dispersed in every remon of the
world, without murmur or repugmance, submitting

* According tothe false Josephus, Tsepho, =
of Esau, conducted into Italy the army of Aincas, King of
Carthage.  Another colony of Idumeans, flying from the
sword of David, took refuge in the domumons of Romulus,
For these, or for other reasons of equal weizht, the name of
Edom was applied by the Jews to the Roman empire.—Gib-
bon's note. The fulse Josephus is a r er of very modern
date, though some of these legends are probally more an-
cient. It may be worth conmidenng whether many of the
stories in the Talmud are not history, in a figurative dis-
guise, adopted from prudence.  The Jews might dare to say
muny things of Rowme, under the significant appellation of
Edom, which they feared to utter publicly.  Later and more
ignorant ages took literally, and, perhaps, embellished, what
was intelligible among the generation to which it was ad-

K 2
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of the Roman princes expired after the victory ;
nor were their apprehensions continued bevond
the period of war and danger. By the general
indulgence of polytheism, and by the mild temper
of Antoninus Pius, the Jews were restored to their
ancient privileges, and once more obtained the
permission of circumcising their children, with the
easy restraint that they should never confer on
any foreign prosclyte that distinguishing mark of
the Hebrew race. The numerous remains of that
people, though they were still excluded from the
precincts of Jerusalem, were permitted to form
and to maintain considerable establishments hoth
in Italy and in the provinces, to acquire the
freedom of Rome; to enjoy municipal honours,
and to obtain, at the same time, an exemption
from the burthensome and expensive offices of
society. The moderation or the contempt of the
Romans gave a legal sanction to the form of
ecclesiastical police which was instituted by the
vanquished sect. The patriarch, who had fixed
his residence at Tiberias, was empowered to appoint
his subordinate ministers and apostles, to exercise
a domestic jurisdiction, and w receive from his
despised brethren an annual contribution.  New
synagogues were frequently erected in the prin-
cipal cities of the empire; and the sabbaths, the
fasts, and the festivals, which were cither come
manded by the Mosaic Law, or enjoined by the
traditions of the Rabbins, were celebrated in the
most solemn and public manner.  Such gentle
treatment insensibly assuaged the stern temper of
the Jews. Awakened from their dream of pro-
phecy and conquest, they assumed the behaviour
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of peaceable and industrious subjects. Their irre-
concileable hatred of mankind, instead of flaming
out in acts of blood and violence, evaporated in
less dangerous gratifications.  They embraced
every opportunity of over-reaching the idolaters
in trade ; and they pronounced secret and ambi-
guous imprecations against the haughty kingdom
of Edom.”*

Unfortunately it is among the most difficult
parts of Jewish history to trace the growth of the
patriarchal authority established in Tiberias, and
its recognition by the whole scattered body of the
nation, who, with disinterested zeal, and we do not
scruple to add, a noble attachment to the race of
Israel, became voluntary subjects and tributaries
to their spiritual sovereign, and united with one
mind and one heart to establish their community
on a wettled basis. It is a singular spectacle to
behold a nation dispersed in every remion of the
world, without murmur or repugnance, submitting

* According tothe false Josephus, Tsepho, the grandson
of Esau, conducted into Italy the army of Aucas, King of
Carthage.  Another colony of ldumeans, tying from the
sword of David, took refuge in the dominions of Romulus.
For these, or for other reasons of equal weight, the name of
Edom was applied by the Jews to the Roman empire.—Gb=
bon's mote. The fulse Josephus 1s a o er of very modern
date, though some of these legends are prubably moere an-
cient. It may be worth considening whether many of the
stories in the Talmud are not history, in a figurative dis
guise, adopted from prudence.  The Jews might dare to say
many things of Rowe, under the wgmificant appellation of
Edom, wlich they feared to utter publicly. Later and more
ignorant ages took literally, and, perhaps, embellished, what
was intelligible among the generativn to which it was ad-
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to the regulations, and taxing themselves to sup-
port the greatness of a supremacy which rested
solely on public opinion, and had no temporal
rower whatever to enforce its decrees. It wasnot
ong before the Rabbins, who had been hunted
down with unrelenting cruelty, began to cree

forth from their places of concealment; the dm
of Hadrian, in a few vears after the termination of
the war, and the accession of the mild Antoninus,
gave them courage, not merely to make their pub-
lic appearance, but openly to re-cstabiish &cir
schools and synagogues. The school of Jamnia,
called the vinevard, because the scholars stood in
regular rows, was re-opened, and the Jewish
vouth crowded to the feet of their acknowledged
teachers. Of the Rabbins who were considered
legitimate members of the great Sanhedrin, there
escaped the storm, Simon the son of Gamaliel, who
had an hereditary title to the presidency (he is
said to have been the only voung scholar who
escaped the wreck of Bither): five who had
been named by Judah the son of Bava, Judah the
son of llai, Simon the son of Jochai, R. Jose,
R. Elasar, R. Nchemiah, and lastly, R. Meir.
The first pious care of the Rabbins was to obtain
permission to perform funcral rites for their
brethren ; this mdulgence was long celebrated
by a thanksgiving in their daily prayers ; their
next, to obtain an abrogation of t‘w sersceuting
edicts.  For this purpose Simon Ben Jochai, and
a youth of great promise, were sent to Rome.
This journey is adomed with the customary fables.
They obtained the favour of the emperor by a
miraculous cure of his sick daughter. It is certain,
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however, that Antoninus issued an edict which
permitted the Jews to perform the rite of circum-
cision ; but, as though he, apprehended that the
religion of this despised pcople might still make

roselytes, they were forbidden to initiate strangers
into the family of Israel® Still it should seem
that in Palestine they were watched with jealous
vigilance. A story is related of the fall of the
school in Jamnia (Jabne), which shows as well
the unruly spirit of the Jews, as the rigorous police
of the Romans.  Simon Ben Jochai, who appears
to have been by no means a safe person w be
entrusted with a missiun to Roine, makes a pro-
minent figure in the narrative. During a public
debate, at which R. Jehuda, R. Jose, and R. Simon
Ben Jochai were present, the topic of discussion
was the national c}mracter of their Roman masters.
The cautious Jehuda turned the dangerous subject
to their praise, on those points on which a Jew
might conscicntiously admire his oppressors.
* How splendid,” he exclaiined, ** are the public
works of this people! In every city they have
built spacious market-places for the public use,
for the commerce, and for the amusement of the
inhabitants. They throw noble bridges over the
rivers, and thus unite separate provinces, and faci-
litate the mutual intercourse of distant regions.
How beautiful are their baths, which contribute
as much to the health as to the enjoyment of the

* Perhaps the confusion between the Jows and Christians,
whost rupid progress excited great alann, might be the real
cause of this hmitation; or it might be auned at the Judaiz-
ing Christiaus, who iusisted on circumessing their new
converts; though, after all, it is by no means improbable that
Judaism still wade proselytes from the heathen,
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%eople ”  Thus spoke R. Jehuda, the president.
he fiery Simon Ben Jochai sprang up, and cried
aloud, ** Why this adulatory encomium on hea-
thens /! For what purpose are all thesc works
erccted, but to gratify their own rapacity and
facilitate their exactions? Why do they build
spacious market-places, but for the assembling to-
gether of harlots to gratify their licentiousness ?
Their baths arc erected ouly for their own sensual
delights ; their bridges, that their collectors of
tribute may pass from land to land. He occupy
ourselves in Divine lore; we study eternal and
disregard temporal advantages.”

The consequence of this imprudent speech was
a formal accusation before the authorities.  Simon
was adjudged o have forfeited his hfe. R. Jose,
because he had maintained a suspicious silence,
was banished. R. Jehuda alone obtained a general
licence to teach.  Simon fled, but the school was
sup’pressed. Another proof of the perpetual a
prehension of insurrection is thus related :—The
trumpet blast, which was sounded at the com-
mencement of the month Tisri, awakened the sus-
picion of a governor, ignorant of Hebrew customs :
it was reported to be a signal for general revolt.
The zovernor was appeased by a prudent arrange-
ment of Simon, the son of Gamaliel, who ordered
that the trumpet should sound, not at the com-
mencement, only in the middie of the prayers, thus
clearly forming part of the service.

Nor was the reign of the philosophic M. Aure-
lius without danger, perbaps not without well-
grounded suspicion of the Jews. The victories of

vidius Cassius over Vologeses, king of Parthia,
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and the capture of Ctesiphon, after a long siege,
brought the Mesopotamian Jews once more under
the dominion of Rome. Seleucia, in which there
were many Jews, capitulated ; but in violation of
the terms, four or five thousand persons were put
to the sword. Cassius assumed the purple in
Syria ; the Jews are supposed to have joined his
standard, for Marcus Aurelius, though he dis-
played his characteristic lenity towards the Roman
msurgents, punished the intractable Jews with the
repeal of the favourable laws of Antoninus Pius.
Their conduct scems to have ruftled the temper of
the philosophic emperor, who declared that they
were more unruly than the wild Sauromatx and
Marcomanui, against whom he was engaged in
war. Yet these severc laws were either speedily
annulled, or never carried into execution. The
Rabbinical dominion gradually rose to r
power ; the schools flourished ; perhaps in this in-
terval the great synagogue or Sanhedrin had its
other migrations, from Osha to Shepharaam, from
Shepharaam to Bethshaaraim, from Bethshaaraim
to Scpphoris, and finally to Tiberias, where it
fixed its pontifical throne, and maintained its su-
remacy for several centuries. Tiberias, it may
remembered, was a town built by Herod An-
tipas, over an ancient cemetery, and therefore
abominated, by the more scrupulous Jews, as a
dwelling of uncleanness. But the Rabbins soon
obviated this objection.  Simon Ben Jochai, by
his cabalistic art, discovered the exact spot where
the burial-place had been; this was marked off,
and the rest of the city declared, on the same
unerring authority, to be clean. Here, then, in



136 HISTORY OF THE JEWS. [A.C.140—200.

this noble city, on the shore of the sea of Ga-
lilee, the Jewish pontiff fixed his throne; the
Sanhedrin, if it had not, as the Jews pretend, ex-
isted during all the reverses of the nation, was for-
mally re-established. Simon, the son and heir of
Gamaliel, was acknowledged as the Patriarch of
the Jews, and Nasi or President of the Sanhedrin.
R. Nathan was the Ab-beth-din; and the cele-
brated R. Meir, the Hachim, or Head of the Law.
In every region of the West, in every province of
the Roman empire, the Jews of every rank and
class submitted, with the utmost readiness, to the
sway of their Spiritual Potentate. His mandates
were obeyed, his legates received with honour, his
supplies levied without difficulty, in Rome, in
Spain, in Africa. At a somewhat later period,
probably about the reign of Alexander Severus,
the Christian writer, Origen, thus describes the
power of the Jewish Patriarch. ** Even now,
when the Jews are under the dominion of Rome,
and pay the didrachm, how great, by the permis-
sion of Ciesar, is the power of their Ethnarch! |
myself have been a witness that it is little less than
that of a king. For they sccretly pass judgments
according to their law, and some are capitally
condemned, not with open and acknowledged au-
thority, but with the connivance of the emperor.
This I have learned, and am fully acquainted
with, by long residence in their country.”

Here, then, it may be well to take a survey of
these dominions of the Western Patriarch, to as-
certain, as far as possible, the origin and condition
of the different settlements of Jews in Europe,
Western Asia, and Africa, the constitution of
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their societies, and the naturc of the authority
exercised by the supreme pontiff.

It will have been seen, ir many incidental notices,
that long before the dissolution of the Jewish state,
and before the promulgation of Christianity, this
people were wigely dispersed over the whole face
of the globe. The following passage of Philo, in
his letter of Agrippa, which might be confirmed
by other quotations from Josephus, describes their
state in his own days (the reign of Caligula):
« Jerusalem is the city of my ancestors, the me-
tropolis, not only of Judiea, but of many other
rrovinces, in consequence of the colonies which it
1as at different times sent out into the neighbour-
ing countries, Egypt, Pheenicia, Syria, and Ceele-
syria; and into more distant regions, Pamphylia,
Cilicia, the greatest part of Asia Minor, as far as
Bithynia, and the remote shores of the Euxine ; so
also into Europe, into Thessaly, Beeotia, Macedo-
nia, Altolia, Attica, Argos, Corinth, and into most,
and thosc the best, parts of the Peloponnesus : and
not only are the Continents full of Jewish colonies,
but the principal islands also, Eubcea, Cyprus, and
Crete. I say nothing of the countries beyond the
Euphrates ; for all of them, except a small portion,
particularly Babylon and the Satrapies of the rich
adjacent districts, have many Jewish inhabitants.”
The events of the Jewish history in Palestine
tended to increase rather than diminish the num-
ber of those who were either dragged away as
captives, or sought peace and security from the de-
vastation of their native land in the less troubled
provinces of the empire. Even where they suffered
most, through their own turbulent disposition, or
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the enmity of their neighbours, they sprang again
from their undving stock, however it might be
bewn by the sword, or seared by the fire. Mas-
sacre seemed 10 have no effect in thinning their
ranks, and, like their forefathers in Egypt, they
still multiplied under the most cruel oppression.
In Egypt and Cyrene, indeed, they had experi-
enced the greatest losses, but on the visit of Ha-
drian to Alexandria, he found the city and country
still swarming with Jews. The origin and history
of the Egvptian, as well as of the Syrian Jews,
bave been already traced. The Jews of Asia Minor
owed their first establishment to Antiochus the
Great, who settled great numbers in the different
cities in that region. From Asia Minor they pro-
bably spread to Grecce and to the islands. The
clearest notion of their numbers in all this part of
the world, including Galatia, Bithynia, and Cap-
padocia, may be found from the narrative of the
lic journies. Whatever city Paul enters,

be seems to find a synagogue, and a number of
his countrymen, many of whom were powerful and
opulent. We need only name the cities of Ephesus,
Laodicea, lergamus, Thessalonica, Athens, and
Corinth. It is probable that in Asia Minor, and im
Alexandria, the later Jews first generally adopted
their commercial habits ; but their condition was
much more secure in the former country than
among the fiery inhabitants of the factious Egyp-
lun cl Many public decrees are extant, not
the Roman authoritics, particularly Julius

Ca:ur which secure important privileges to the
Jewish residents in Asia Minor, but likewise local
ordinances of the different citics, Pergamus, Hali-
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carnassus, Laodicea, Ephesus, and Miletus, highly
favourable to these foreign denizens, and sceming
to show that the two races lived together on terms
of perfect amity. In some of the occurrences re-
lated in the Acts of the Aposues, the Jews, in
those times, appear a considerable and influential,
by no means the proscribed and odious, race, which
they were held in other quarters. The public
decrees usually gave them the title of Roman citi-
zens, a privilege to which many of the Jews (the
well-known instance of St. Paul will occur to every
one) had undoubtedly attained. It was their great
object to obtain exemption from military service.
In other times they do not seem to have objected
to enrol themselves in the armies of their rulers.
Some are said to have been in Alexander’s army ;
and an improbable story is told, by a doubtful
authority, Hecateus, of their refusing and ob-
taining an exemption from being employed
building an idolatrous temple in Babylon. The
striking story of Mosellama is more authentic.®
But most likely, having betaken themselves to
the more lucrative occupations of peace, at later
periods they pleaded that it was contrary to their
religion to fight, or to work, or even to march on
the Sabbath, and that they could not partake of

® While some Greek soldiers were watching with super-
stitious anxiety the flight of a bird, which was to be of
or evil omen, they were horrorstruck to see it fall, tr
by the arrow of their Jewish comrade. The Jew calmly
answered, How much must yonder bird have kuown of tha
wocrets of futurity, which knew not how tv avoid the 1
of Mosellama the Jew ?
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the same meat with the other soldiers; their plea
seems to have been admitted. Of their wealth,
we have a curious evidence. Their contributions
to the temple were so ample, as to excite the
jealous rapacity of the Roman governor. Cicero,
in a2 memorable oration, vindicates Flaccus for not
having permitted the provinces to be drained of
their wealth for such a purpose, and holds up his
example to other governors, complaining that
Italy itself suffered by the exportation of so much
wealth.

The origin of the Jews in Italy, or rather in
Rome, is very obscure. It is usually ascribed to
the vast number of slaves brought to the capital
by Pompey after his conquest of Jerusalem. These
slaves were publicly sold in the markets ; yet, if we
are to believe Philo, they were emancipated almost
without exception by their tolerant masters, who
were unwilling to do violence to their religious
scruples. Is it not more probable, that there were
some, if not many, opulent commercial Jews al-
ready in Rome, who, with their usual national
:Eirit, purchased, to the utmost of their means,

eir unhappy countrymen, and enabled them to
settle in freedom in the great metropolis !  ‘The
passage in Cicero alluded to above, is conclusive
evidence to the wealth of the Jewish community
in Italy. However that may be, it is certain that
a vast number of Jewish libertines or freed-slaves
inhabited Rome. Tacitus states their number at
4000. It appears from Joscphus, as we have scen,
that 8000 were present when Archelaus appeared
before Augustus, and a vast number poured out to
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welcome the false Alexander. They formed the
chief population of the Transtiberine region.*
They shared (that is, the less wealthy) in the
general largess of corn which was distributed
among the poorer inhabitants of the city: by a
special favour of Augustus,t if the distribution
fell on a Sabbath, their portion was reserved.
They were expelled by Tiberius, and a great num-
ber drafied off as soldiers to the unwholesome
island of Sardinia; by Caligula they were op-
pressed ; by Claudius once more expelled, or at
least their synagogues closed on account of the
feuds between the Jews and Christians. Yet here,
as elsewhere, oppression and persecution seemed
not to be the slightest check to their increase.
They had a sort of council, or house of judgment,
which decided all matters of dispute. To this, no
doubt, cither in the synagoguc or law court at-
tached to it, St. Paul expected to give an account
of his conduct. The numbers of the Jews in
Rome were doubtiess much increased, but their
respectability as well as their popularity much
diminished, by the immense influx of the most
destitute as well as the most unruly of the race,
who were swept into captivity by thousands after

* It is amusing to see the malicious satisfaction with
which Basnage attempts to prove aguinst his Roman Catho-
hic oppuncuts, that they were possessors of the Vatican.

1 1t seems to have been the amusement of the idle youth
of Rome to vlsit the Jewish synagogue. The well-known
passage in the ninth sutire of Horace will occur to the clas-
sical reader. Though we have some doubts, whether the
Judaism of the poet's friend, Fuscus Aristius, has uot beea
inferred on insufficient grounds,
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the fall of Jerusalem. The language of the in-
cidental notices which occur about the Jews in the
Latin authors, after this period, seems more con-
temptuous, and implies that many of them were in
the lowest state of penury, the outcasts of society.
Juvenal bitterly complains that the beautiful and
tic grove of Egeria was let out to mendicant
ordes of Jews, who pitched their camps like gip-
sies, in the open air, with a wallet and a bundle
of hay for their pillow, as their only furniture.
Martial alludes to their filth, and, what is curious
enough, describes them as pedlars, venders of
matches, which they trafficked for broken glass.
Of their establishment in the other provinces in
the Roman empire, we have no certain information.
In the middle ages the most extraordinary fables
were invented, concerning their first settlement in
Germany, France, and Spain. Those relating to
the latter country may serve as a specimen. There
they claimed dcscent from maritime adventurers in
the time of Solomon, or from a part of their race
transported to that country when Nebuchadnezzar
uered Spain!* Hebrew derivations were found
for many of the Spanish cities, which proved, to
the satisfaction even of later antiquarics, the carly
settlement of the Jews in that region ; forgetting
entirely the close aflinity of the Phanician and
Punic dialects with the Hebrew, and the successive

® These fables were probably invented for the purpose of
exculpating themselves with the Christians, as, having long
before been separated from the nation, they could not have
borne any in the guilt of the Crucifixion of Christ.
When the Christians tovk Toledo, this plea was urged ; per-
haps it was invented at that time,
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occupation of, at least, maritime Spain by these
kindred nations. In fact, the Jews spread with
the dominion of the Roman arms, part as slaves,
part as free men with commercial objects, or seek-
ing only a safe and peaceful settlement. Some,
no doubt, made their livelilhood by reputable
traflic or industrv, and attained to opulence;
others were adventurers, more unscrupulous as to
the means by which they obtained their subsist-
ence. The heathen could not but look with some-
thing of the interest excited by wonder on this
strange, unsocial, and isolated people, who dwelt
amonyg them, and yet were not of them. While
the philosopher despised the fanaticism which he
could not comprehend, the populace mingled
something like awe with their dishke. The worse
and more destitute of the race probably availed
themselves of this feeling ; many, half impostors
and half enthusiasts, gained their livelihood by
working on the superstitious terrors of the people,
who were never more open to deception than in
this age of comparative improvement. The empire
swarmed with Jewish wonder-workers, ma
maticians, astrologers, or whatever other name or
office they assumed or received from their trem-
bling hearers.

Yet, in some points, all of Hebrew blood, rich
and poor, high and low, concurred, in their faith-
ful attachment to their synagogue, their strict
subordination to their religious teachers, and
through their synagogue and teachers to the great
spiritual head of their community, the Patriarch of

iberias. Whercver Jews resided, a synagogue
might be, and usually was fornned. Every syna-
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ogue was visited in turn by the Legate of the
atriarch. These legates were called apostles :
the office probably existed before the fall of Jeru-
salem: the apostle collected the contributions for
the temple. They had authority to regulate all
differences which might arise, and to receive the
revenue of the Patriarch. Every year a procla-
mation was made by sound of trumpet, in every
synagogue, commanding the payment of the
tribute : its final day of settlement was on the last
of Mav. On the return of these legates they
informed the Patriarch of the state of the syna-
gogues, assisted him as counscllors, and held a
distinguished rank among the people. The early
Christians accuse the Jews oﬁmving sent mes-
sengers throughout the world, for the purpose of
anathematizing them in their synagogues, and
uttering a solemn curse upon the name of Jesus
Christ. It is by no mecans unlikely that these
legates received instructions to warn all the faith-
ful Israclites against this detested innovation, and
to counteract by everv means in their power the
gress of the new religion. No doubt the rapid
growth of Christianity tended to strengthen the
power of the synagogue, by constantly keeping
alive the vigilance, and inflaming the zeal, of the
more stedfast and ardent adherents to the Law.
Indeed the point which mitigates, more than any
other, our compassion for the sufferings of the
Jews, is the readiness with which they joined the
heathen in the persecution of the Christiuns. Too
often the Jews, though themsclves cating the bitter
bread of slavery, and instructed in the best school
for the humaner feelings, adversity, were seen
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rejoicing by the stake of the expiring Christian.
In the beautiful description of the death of Poly-
carp, there is a frightful incident of the Jews
howling around the body of the holy martyr.

The worship of the synagogue, with its append-
ant school or law court, where lectures were given,
and knotty points of the law debated, became the
great bond of national union, and has continued,
though the monarchical centre of unity in Tiberias
disappeared in a few centuries, to hold together
the scattered nation in the closest uniformity. The
worship of the synagogue is extremely simple.
Wherever ten Jews were found, there a synagogue
ought to be formed. The Divine Presence, the
invisible Shechinah, descends not but where ten
arc met together; if fewer, the Divine Visitant
was supposed to say, ** Wherefore come I, and
no ouc i8 here ! It was a custom, therefore, in
some of the more numerous communities, to ap-
point ten ‘““men of leisure,” whose business it
was to form a congregation.® The buildings
were plain ; in their days of freedom it was thought
right that the house of prayer to God, from its
situation or its form, should overtop the conunon
dwelliugs of man ; but in their days of humilia=
tion, in strange countries, the lowly synagogue,
the type of their condition, was content to lurk
undisturbed in less conspicuous situations. Even
in Pulestine the synagogues must have been
swnall, for Jerusalem was said to contain 460 or
480 ; the foreign Jews, from the different quarters
of the world, seem each to have had their separate

* Such scems the sinple solution of a question on which
learned volumes huve been written,

voL. 111, T
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building, where they communicated in prayer
with their neighbours and kindred. Such were
the synagogues of the Alexandrians, the Cyre-
nians, and others. Besides the regular syna-
gogues, which were roofed, in some places they
had chapels or oratories, open to the air, chiefly
perhaps where their worship was not so secure of

rotection from the authorities ; these were usually
m retired and picturesque situations, in groves, or
on the sea-shore. In the distribution of the syna-
gogue, some remote resemblance to the fallen
temple was kept up. The entrance was from the
east: in the centre stood an elevated tribune or
rostrum, in the place of the great altar, where
praver, the only permitted sacrifice, and if from
an humble and contrite heart, doubtless most ac-
ceptable to their Almighty Father, was constantly
offered, and the book of the Law was read. At
the west end stood a chest, in which the book was
laid up, making the place, as it were, an humble
Holy of Holies, though now no longer scparated
by a veil, nor protected by the Cherubim and
Mercy Seat. Particular seats, usually galleries,
were railed off for the women.

The chief religious functionary in the synagogue
was called the angel, or bishop. He ascended
the tribune, Ni{:eawd or chanted the prayers, his
head during the ceremony being covered with a
veil. He called the reader from his place, opened
the book before him, pointed out the passage, and
overlooked him that g’:read correctly. The rea-
ders, who were three in number on the ordinary
days, seven on the morning of the Sabbath, five on
festivals, were sclected from the body of the



EXCOMMUNICATION. 147

people. The Law of course was read, and the
pravers likewise repeated, in the Hebrew language.
The days of public service in the synagogue were
the Sabbath, the second and fifth days of the week,
Monday and Thursday. There was an officer in
the synagogues out of Palestine, and probably
even within its borders, called an interpreter, who
translated the Law into the vernacular tongue,
usually Greek in the first case, or Syro-Chaldaic
in the latter. Besides the bishop, there were three
elders, or rulers, of the synagogue, who likewise
formed a court or consistory for the judgment of
all offences. They had the power of inflicting
punishment by scourging ; from Origen’s account,
the patriarch of Tiberias had assumed the power
of life and death. But the great control over the
public mind lay in the awful sentence of excom-
munication. The anathema of the synagogue cut
off the offender from the Israel of God ; he became
an outcast of society. The first process, usually,
was the censure ; the name and the offence of the
delinquent were read for four succeeding sabbaths,
during which he had time to make his peace with
the congregation ; a* the end of that period the
solemn Niddui, or interdict, was pronounced, which
for thirty days separated the criminal from the
hopes and privileges of Isracl.  For more heinous
offences, and against contumacious delinquents,
the more terrific Cherem, or the still more fatal
Shammata, the excommunication, was proclaimed.
The Cherem inflicted civil death, but, on due re-
pentance and reparation for the crime, the same
authority which denounced, might repeal the
Cherem—the absolved oftunder was restored to
L2
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life. But no power could cancel the irrevocable
Shammata. Some indeed have doubted whether
the last sentence was ever pronounced, or even
was known to the law. Prudence would certainly
have advised the disuse of a practice which might
drive the desperate offender to seek that consola-
tion in another faith, which was irrevocably denied
him in his own: the church would have opened
its gates to receive him who was doomed tv per-
petual exile from the synagogue. The sentence
of excommunication was couched in the most fear-
ful phrases. The delinquent was excommunicated,
anathematized, accursed—by the book of the Law,
by the ninety-three preccpts, by the malediction
of Joshua against Jericho, by that of Elisha
against the children who mocked him, and so on
through all the terrific threatenings of the ancient
law and history. He was accursed by the myste-
rious names of certain spirits of deadly power.
He was accursed by heaven and earth, by the
Seraphim, and by the heavenly orbs. * Let no-
thing good come out of him, let his end be sudden,
let all creatures become his enemies, let the whirl-
wind crush him, the fever and every other malad

and the edge of the sword smite him, let his death
be unforeseen, and drive him into outer darkness.”
Excommunication, as we have said, inflicted a
civil death ; how far, at least in the milder form,
it excluded from the synagogue, scems not quite
clear. But no one, except his wife and children,
might approach the moral leper—all others must
avoid him the distance of a toise. If there were
a dead body in his house, no one might inter it;
if a child be born, the father must circumcise it
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Public detestation was not appeased by death.
No one mourned him who died excommunicated ;
his coffin was stoned, and a heavy slab was placed
over his remains by the hands of justice, either as
a mark of infamy, or to prevent him from rising
again at the last day. l‘ro doubt these spiritual
terrors were often abused by the domineering
Rabbi; but it is as little to be questioned, that
they cxercised a high moral influence. The ex-
communication smote the adulterer, or the unna-
tural father, who, in their striking language, more
crucl than the ravens, neglected the children whom
God had given.

The influence of the Rabbins was not grounded
on the public services of religion alone. The
whole course of education was committed to their
care, or at least to their superintendence.* In all
those interesting epochs of domestic life in which
the heart is most open to impressions of reverence
and attachment, the Rabbi, even where the ancient
Levite had no office, had made himself an indis-
pensable part of the ceremony. When the house
rejoiced in the birth of a man child, though cir-
cumncision was not neccessarily performed in the
synagogue, nor was the operator usually of that

* The following is considered the authorized course of
Jewish education. As soon as the children enn speak, they
are tanght certain religious axioms; from three vr four to
six or seven they learn their letters; at that age they go to
school, and are taught to read the Pentateuch ; at ten they
commence the Mischna ; at thirteen and one day they are
considervd responsible, and are bound to keep the 613 pre-
cepts of the law; at fifteen they study the Gewmara, i, e., the
Talmud; at cighteen they marry; at twenty they enter
into business,
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order, yet ill-omened and unblest was the eighth-
day feast which was not graced by the presence
of a Rabbi. In marriages the Rabbi joined the
hands, pledged the cup, and pronounced the seven

vers of bencdiction over the wedded pair. The

bbi attended the sick, and consoled him with
the assurance of the certain resurrection of all
faithful Israelites to their exclusive Paradise, and
he attended at the interment of the dead. Nor
was this all : by degrees the whole life of the Jew
was voluntarily enslaved to more than Brahminical
or monkish minuteness of observance. Every day
and every hour of the day, and every act of every
hour, had its appointed regulations, grounded on
distorted texts of Scripture, or the sentences of the
wise men, and artfully moulded up with the na-
tional reminiscences of the past or their distinctive
hopes of the future,—the divine origin of the law,
the privileges of God’s chosen people, the restora-
tion to the Holy Citv, the coming of the Messiah.
The Jew with his early prayer was to prevent the
rising sun, but more blessed he who encroached

n the night to lament, before the dawn, the fate
of Jerusalem. His rising from his bed, his inan-
ner of putting on the different articles of dress,
the disposition of his fringed tallith, his phylacte-
ries on his head and arms, his ablutions, his mcals,
even the calls of nature were subjected to scru-
pulous rules—both reminding him that he was
of a iar race, and perpetually reducing him to
ask the advice of the wise men, who alone could
set at rest the trembling and scrupulous conscience.
Nor was it enough that the all-sceing eye of God
watched with jealous vigilance the minutest acts
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of his people ; Rabbinical authority peopled the air
with spirits of beneficent or malign aspect: the
former might be revolted by the least unclean-
ness, the latter were ever ready to take advantage
of every delinquency. The wise men alone were
well acquainted with the nature, the orders, the
powers, or the arts of these mysterious beings ; and
thus a new and unbounded field was opened for
their interference. Such was the character of the
Rabbinical dominion as it was gradually, though
perhaps not as yet perfectly, developed. Such (for
this dominion now assumed a monarchical form)
was the kingdom of the Patriarch of Tiberias, in
its boundaries as extensive as that of Rome, and
founded on the strongest basis, the blind and
zealous attachment of its subjects.

Before long the Sanhednn of that city began
to assume a loftier tone, their cdicts were dated as
from Jerusalem, their school was called Sion. But
into this spiritual court, as into that of more
splendid ang worldly sovereigns, ambition and in-
trigue soon found their way. The monarch could
not brook any constitutional limitation to his state
or authority ; the subordinate officers, the aristo~
cracy of this singular state, were eager to usurp
upon the throne. The first collision was on the
all-important point of ctiquette. No sooner was
Simon, son of Gamaliel, quictly seated in the Pa-
triarchate, than he began to assert or enlarge his
E’erogutive. His Ab-beth-din, R. Nathan, and hig

achim, R. Meir, enjoyed a larger share of his
state than he was willing to concede. When an
one of these heads of the spiritual senate enteredy,
the whole assembly was accustomed to rise, and to
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remain standing till he was seated. This equality
of respect was galling to the pride of Simon; he
determined to vindicate the superior dignity of his
chair, and took an opportunity of moving, in the
absence of the parties concerned, that the whole
assembly should rise only on the entrance of the
Patriarch, on that of the Ab-beth-din two rows, on
that of the Hachim only one. The next time that
R. Nathan and R. Meir made their appearance,
this order was obscrved. The degrading innova-
tion went to their hearts. They dissembled their
resentment, but entered into a secret conspiracy
to dethrone or to humiliate the unconstitutional
despot. * He,” said R. Meir, ** who cannot an-
swer every question which relates to the word of
God, is not worthy to preside in the great Sanhe-
drin. Let us exposc his ignorance, and so com-

1 him to abdicate. Then vou shall be Patriarch,
and I your Ab-beth-din.” In secret council they
framed the most intricate and perplexing questions
to confound the despot. Happily for him their
conversation was overheard by a learned and
friendly member of the Sanhedrin, who began to
discuss in a loud tone, 8o as to be heard by Simon
in the neighbouring chamber, the points on which
it was agreed to attack and perplex the overbear-
ing Patriarch. At the next sitting, the rebels,
Nathan and Meir, advanced to the charge with
their formidable host of difficultics. To their con-
fusion, Simon forewarned, repulsed them on all
points, and unravelled, with the utmost readiness,
the most intricate questions. Simon triumphed,
the rebellious Ab-beth-din and Hachim were ex-
pelled from the Sanhedrin. But still they kept up
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the war, and daily assailed the Patriarch with a
new train of difficulties, for which they required
written answers. At length the civil contest ended,
through the intervention of the more moderate.
The ex Ab-beth-din and ex Hachim were rein-
stated ; but, on the momentous point whether the
whole Sanhedrin rose on their entrance, or only
two rows, we decply regret that we must leave
the reader in the same lamentable ignorance with
ourselves,

Not content, or rather flushed with this advance
towards unlimited monarchy in his own domi-
nions, the high-minded Simon began to meditate
schemes of foreign conquest. The independence
or equality of the head of the Babylonian com-
munity haunted him, as that of the Patriarch of
Constantinople did the carly popes ; and a cause of
quarrel, curiously similar to that about the time on
which Easter was to be kept, speedily arose. The
schools of Babylonia and Palestine fell into an
open schism concerning the calculation of the
paschal feast. Simon determined to assert the
superiority of the patriarchate of Tiberias over his
disobedient brethren. The scene is in the highest
degree characteristic. It must, however, be pre-
mised, that it is by no means certain at what time
the Princes of the Captivity commenced their
dynasty. In the following story, Ahia appears as
the head of the community; but probably the
prince had not yet obtained the influence, or as-
sumed the state, which, during the first fifty years
of the third century, distinguished the Jewish
sovereign of the East. Hananial, who taught at
Nahar-pakod, and Judah Ben Bethuriah, were the
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most eminent of the learned teachers in the schools
of Babylon ; and to humble their pride and bring
them into subordination to the scat of learning in
Tiberias, was the great object of the mission
which was despatched by the Patriarch. The two
legates were furnished with three letters. They
delivered the first to Hananiah, which bore the
superscription, * To vour holiness.”  Delighted
with their recognition of a title considered of
high importance, Hananiah courteously inquired
the reason of their coming.—** To learn your
system of instruction.” Still more flattered, Ha-
naniah received the ambassadors with the utmost
cordiality, and commended them to the people,
a8 worthy of every honour, both as descendants
of the high priest (for the Patriarch of Tiberias
claimed his lineage from Aaron) and for their own
rsonal merit. When the treacherous legates
r:d secured their ground in the good opinion of
the people, they began to controvert Jne judg-
ments of Hananial,, to animadvert on his opinions,
and to lessen him by every means in the public
estimation. Hananiah, enraged at this abuse of
his kindness, summoned a sccond asscmbly of the
People, and denounced the legates as traitors and
orant men. The people replied, * That which
:ﬂu hast built, thou canst not so soon pull down ;
the hedge which thou hast planted, thou canst not
m up without injury to thyself.” Hananiah
nded their objections to his system of in-
struction. They answered, ** Thou hast dared to
fix intercalations and new moons, by which great
inconformities have arisen between the brethren
in Babylonia and Palestine.” ¢ So did Rabbi
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Akiba,” said Hananiah, “ when in Babylon.”
s« Akiba,” they rejoined, ¢ left not his like in Pa-
lestine.”  ** Neither,” cried the desperate Rabbi,
‘““have I left my equal in Palestine.” The legates
produced their second letter, which ran in these
mysterious words : “ That which thou leftest a kid,
is grown up a strong-hored goat;” it meant that
the Sanhedrin, which he left without power, had
regained all its authority. Hananiah was struck
dumb. R.Isaac, one of the deputies, saw his time :
he mounted the tribune, from which the law was
usually read. ** Thesc,” he said, naming them, * are
the holy da\s of God—these the holy days of Ha-
naniah?” An indistinct murmur ran through the
synagogue. R. Nathan, the second deputy, arose
and read the verse of Isaiah, *“ Out of Sion goeth
forth the law, and the word of God from Jeru~
salem.” Then, with a bitter intonation, * Out of
Babylon goeth forth the law, the word of God from
Nahar-pakod.” The assembly was in an uproar.
‘¢ Alter not the word of God,” was the universal
cry. The legates followed up their advantage and
produccd their third letter, which threatened excom-
munication against the factious opponents of their
authority. They added these emphatic words :—
« The learned have sent us, and commanded us
thus to say. If he will submit, well ; if not, utter
at once the interdict. So likewise set the choice
before our brethren in foreign parts.  If they wil
stand by us, well ; if not, let them ascend their
high places ; let Ahia bulld themm an alur, and
Hananiah (he was of Levitical descent) sing at
the sacrifice ; and let them at once set themselves
apart and say, We have no portion in the Israel of
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God.” « From all sides an instantaneous cry arose,
¢t Heaven preserve us from heresy—we have still
a portion In the Israel of God.” The authority
of the Sanhedrin in Tiberias was universally re-
cognized. Judah Ben Bethuriah, as well as
Hananiah, was forced to bow to the yoke ; and
till the political separation of the Babylonian
from the Western Jews, on the restoration of the
Persian monarchy (for the province had now been
again brought under the Roman dominion by the
conquests of Verus), the Patriarch of Tiberias
maintained his uncontested supremacy over the
whole Jewish commonalty. In the preceding
history, both in the object and the manner in
which it was conducted, we are almost tempted to
inquire whether it is not a scene borrowed from
the annals of the Papal Church.

But before we describe the re-establishment of
the Resch-Glutha, or Prince of the Captivity, in
all the state and splendour of an oriental sove-
reign, far outshining, at leaxt in pomp, his rival
sovereign in Tiberias, we return to the west to
trace the history of the Palestinian Jews, as con-
nected with that of their Roman masters. During
all the later conflicts with Rome, the Samaritans
had escaped by quiet submission the miscries which
bad so perpctuaiky fallen on their more unruly
brethren ; they had obtained the rights of Roman
citizenship for their fidelity. During the first
establishment of the Rabbinical dominion at Tibe-
rias, its chiefs had displayed an unprecedented
degree of liberality towards their once detested
neighbours. Though they sarcastically denomi-
nated them “ the proselytes of the lions,” yet they
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would inhabit the same city, sleep in the same
house, eat at the same table, and even partake of
animals which they had killed. This unusual
mildness rested on the authority of R. Akiba, and
seems to strengthen the suspicion that it was
grounded on policy, and that the enterprising
Rabbi had laid a deliberate scheme of uniting in
one league all who claimed Jewish descent. But
this amity between the two hostile sects was but
transient. One Rabbi declared that it was better
to use water for an offering than Samaritan wine.
Another, in their own city, openly accused them
of worshipping idols on Gerizim; he hardly
cscaped with his life.  Political circumstances
increased the jealousies, which at last broke out
into open hostilities ; and opportunities occurred in
which they might commit mutual acts of violence,
without the interference of the ruling powers.

In one of the great contests for the ewmpire,
they espoused opposite partics. The Samaritans,
unfortunately for themselves, were on the losing
side. Pescennius Niger had assumed the purple
in Syria. The Jews presented a petition for the
reduction of their taxation. * Ye demand,” said
the stern Roman, * exemption from tribute for
your soil—1 will lay it on the air you breathe.”
The Samaritans took up arms for Niger, the Jews
threw themselves into the party of Severus. That
able general soon triumphed over all opposition,
and severely punished the partizans of his rival:
the Samaritans forfeited their privilege of Roman
citizenship. The presence of the emperor over-
awed the conflicting factions, though Severus him-
sclf was in great danger from a daring robber of
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the country, named Claudius, who boldly rode into
his camp, saluted and embraced him, and before
orders cvould be given for his seizure, had escaped.
Severus celebrated a Jewish triumph, probably on
account of the general pacification of the province.
His laws were favourable to the Jews. The edict
of Antonine was re-enacted, though still with its
limitation against circumcising proselytes. The
Jews were permitted to undertake the tutelage of
pagans, which shows that they had still the privi-

es of Roman citizenship, and they were exempt
from burthens incompatible with their religion.
Still they were interdicted from approaching the
walls of the Holy City, and their general condi-
tion is thus described by Tertullian, who wrote
during the reign of Severus. * Dispersed and
vagabond, exied from their native soil and air,
they wander over the face of the earth, without a
king, either human or divine ; and even as stran-
gers, they are not permitted to salute with their
ootsteps their native land.”

The Jews and Christians contest the honour of
having furnished a nurse to the fratricide son of
Severus, Caracalla *.  Ifthis tyrant indecd sucked

* Jost, in his ** Geschichte der Isdieliten seit der zert der
Maccabider,”’ conceiven that the strange stories in the Jewish
writers, about the mtercoume letween one of the Antones,
(most assert the first, the Pious, ) and the head of the Sanhe-
drin of Tiberias, und his secret Judaism, ure grounded on
this tale of Caracalla. We take the opportunity of express-
ing our obligation to this work, which has been of the grvatest
use in the composition of this lust volume of our listory.
We differ from Jost, who is & pupil of Eichhorn, ou many
points, particularly the composition of the older Scriptures,
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the milk of Christian gentleness, his savage dispo-
sition tumed it to gall. According to the Rab-
binical legends, he was so attached to his Jewish
playmates, as to have shed tears when one of
them was whipt by order of the emperor. Indeed
for several reigns, Judaism might boast its influ-
ence on the imperial throne. Among the strange
mediev of foreign superstitions with which the
filthy Heliogabalus ofiended even the easy and to-
lerant religion of his Roman subjects, he adopted
the Jewish usages of circumcision and abstinence
from swine’s flesh. And, in the reign of the good
Alexander Severus, that beautiful oasis in the
desert of this period of the imperial history, the
Jews enjoved the equal protection and the favour
of the virtuous sovereign. Abraham, as well as
Christ, had his place 1n the cmperor’s gallery of
divinities, or men worthy of divine honours.
Alexander was even called the Father of the
Synagogue.

In the mean time, the Patriarchal throne had
been ascended by the most celebrated of the Rab-
binical sovercigns ; Jehuda, sometimes called the
Nasi or Patriarch, sometimes the Holy, sometimes
emphatically the Rabbi, succeeded his father, Si-
mon, son of Gawmaliel. Jehuda is said to have
been born on the day on which R. Akiba died ;
an event predicted, according to his admirers, in
the verse of Solomon—-* Onc sun ariseth, and one
sun goeth down. Akiba was the setting—Jchuda

but we gladly bear testimony to the high value of his work,
which, both in depth of rescarch and arrangement, is far
superior to the desultory, aud by no means trustworthy,
volumes of Basnage.
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the dawning sun. He was secretly circumcised,
in defiance of the law of Hadrian. His whole
life was of the most spotless purity; hence he
was called the Holy, or the Holiest of the Holy.
R. Jehuda was the author of a new constitution to
the Jewish people. He embodied in the cele-
brated Mischna, or Code of traditional Law, all
the authorized interpretations of the Mosaic Law,
the traditions, the decisions of the learned, and the
precedents of the courts or schools. It is singular
that this period is distinguished by the labours of
the great Roman lawyers in the formation of a
code of jurisprudence for the whole empire. It
might seem as if the Jews, constituting thus, as it
were, an imperium in imperio, a state within a
state, were ambitious of providing themselves with
their own pandects, either in emulation of their
masters, or lest their subjects might discover the
superior advantage of a written code over the
arbitrary decisions of the Rabbinical interpreters
of their original polity. The sources from which
the Mischna was derived, may give a fair view of
the nature of the Rabbinical authority, and the
manner in which it had superseded the original
Mosaic constitution. The Mischna was grounded,
1. On the written Law of Moses. 2. On the Oral
Law, received by Moses on Mount Sinai; and
handed down, it was said, by uninterrupted tradi-
tion. 3. The decisions or maxims of the Wise
Men. 4. Opinions of particular individuals, on
which the schools were divided, and which still
remained open. 5. Ancient usages and customs.
The distribution of the Mischna affords a curious
exemplification of the intimate manner in which
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the religious and civil duties of the Jews were in-
terwoven, and of the authority assumed by the
Law over every transaction of life. The first
book considers the people as cultivators of the
soil, and appears to imply that they were still, to
a considerable extent, landed proprietors in Pales-
tine. It regulates all affairs of husbandry—trees,
fruits, seeds, &c. The second book relates to
festivals and holy days. The third contains the
statutes relating to marriage and the female sex.
The fourth considers the Jew chiefly in his com-
mercial character ; it defines the law of property,
exchange, damage, loss, restitution. The fifth
treats of holy things, oblations, vows, &c. The
sixth, of things clean and unclean.

As the object of this great work was to fix, once
for all, on undoubted authority, the whole un-
written law, some of the more zealous Rabbins
reprobated this measure of Jehuda the Holy, as
tending to supersede or invalidate their own per-
sonal weight.  But the multiplication of written
statutes enlarges rather than contracts the province
of the lawyer ; anew field was opened for ingenuity,
and comment was speedily heaped upontheMischna,
till it was buried under its weight, as the Mosaic
Law had been before by the Mischna.  The inter-
preters of the Mischna assumed a particular name,
the Tanaim. In fact, the acknowledgment of the
Mischna as a sort of new constitution, powerfully
contributed to the maintenance of the Rabbinical
authority after the fall of the Patriarchate and the
extinction of the schools. It threw back the
written Law into a sort of reverential and myste~
rious obscurity. Never was such honour paid to

VoL. 111, N
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the books of Moses as by the Rabbins of Tibe-
rias, or'such labour employed in their preserve-
tion: every letter was counted, every dot, every
iota sanctified, as perhaps of the deepest import ;
but they were dark oracles, whose profound mean-
ing could not be caught by the vulgar ear; while
from the formal, and as it were constitutional, re-
cognition of the unwritten law, as embodied in the
Mischna, it became the popular and practical code,
until the more voluminous Talmud superseded, in
its turn, the Mischna. Those ponderous tomes
were at once the religious and civil institutes of the
Jewish people, and swaved the Jews with as un-
contested authority as the Acts of the Saints and
the canon law the nations of Christian Europe.

In the mean time the rival throne in Babylonia,
that of the Prince of the Captivity, was rapidly
rising to the state and dignity which perhaps did
not attain its perfect llclght till under the Persian
monarchs. There seems to have been sume ac-
knowledgzed hereditary claim in R. Hona, who
now appears as the Prince of the C aptivity, as if
his descent from the house of David had been re-
cogmized by the willing credulity of his brethren.
At least, if any reliance is to be placed in a speech
attributed 10 R. Jehuda, that if R. Hona were to
make his appearance, he should do homage to him :
a submission which would not, it may be thought,
have been extorted from the Patriarch of Tiberias,
even the modest and humble R. Jchuda, unless
general opinion had invested the rival chiefuain
wnh some peculiar sanctity. The Prince of the

ivity mlght recall in his splendour, particu-
y during his inauguration, some lofty reminis-
cence. of tgbe great Jewish monarchy, under the
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ancestors from whom he claimed his descent, the
holy David and the magnificent Solomon, though
affectingly mingled with allusions to the present
state of degradation. The ceremonial of his in-
stallation is thus described. The spiritual heads
of the people, the masters of the learned schools,
the elders, and the people, assembled in great
multitudes within a stately chamber, adorned with
rich curtains, in Babylon, where, during his days
of splendour, the Resch-Glutha fixed his residence.
The prince was seated on a lofty throne. The
heads of the schools of Sura and Pumbeditha were
on his right hand and left. These chiefs of the
learned men then delivered an address, exhorting
the new monarch not to abuse his power ; he was
called to slavery rather than to sovereignty, for
he was prince of a captive people.  On the next
Thursday he was inaugurated by the laying on of
hands, and the sound of trumpets, and acclama-
tions. He was escorted to his palace with great
mp, and received magnificent presents from all
his subjects.  On the Sabbath all the principal
people assembled before his house, he placed him-
self at their head, and, his face covered with a
silken veil, proceeded to the Synagogue. Bene-
dictions and hymns of thanksgiving announced
his entrance.  They then brought him the Book
of the Law, out of which he read the first line,
afterwards he addressed the assembly, with his
er-s closed out of respect. He exhorted them to
charity, and set the example by offering liberal
alms to the poor. The ceremony closed with new
acclamations, and prayers to God that, under the
new Prince, he would be pleased to put an end to
N2 :
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their calamities. The Prince gave his blessing to
the ge. and prayed for each province that it
migtteo rved from war famine. He
concluded his orisons in a low voice, lest his prayer
should be repeated to the jealous cars of the native
monarchs, for he praved for the restoration of the
kingdom of Israel, which could not rise but on the
ruins of their empire. The Prince retumed to his
palace, where he gave a splendid banquet to the
chief persons of the community.  After that day
he lived in a sort of stately Oriental seclusion,
never quitting his palace except to go to the schools
of the learned, where, as he entered, the whole
assembly rose and continued standing, till he 1ok
his seat. He sometimes paid a visit to the native
Sovereign in Babylon (Bagdad). This probably
refers to a somewhat later period.  On these great
occasions his imperial host sent his own chariot
for his guest; but the Prince of the Captivity
dared not accept the invidious distinction, he
walked in humble and submissive modesty behind
the chariot.  Yet his own state was by no means
wanting in splendour: he was arrayed in cloth of
§old: fifty guards marched before him ;) all the
ews, who met him on the way, paid their homage,
and fell behind into his train. He was received
by the eunuchs, who conducted him to the throne,
while onc of his officers, as he marched slowly
along, distributed gold and silver on all sides.  As
the Prince approached the imperial throne, he
prostrated himself on the ground, in token of vas-
. The eunuchs raised him and placed him
on left hand of the Sovercign. Afier the first
salutation, the Prince represented the grievances
or discussed the affairs of his people.
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The court of the Resch-Glutha 1s described as
equally splendid ; in imitation of his Persian mas-
ter, he had his officers, counsellors, and cup-
bearers.  Rabbins were appointed as satraps over
the different communities. This state, it is pro-
bable, was maintained by a tribute raised from the
body of the people, and substituted for that which,
in ancient times, was paid for the temple in Jeru-
salem. His subjects in Babylonia were many of
them wealthy. They were husbandmen, shep-
herds, and artizans. The Babylonian garments
were still famous in the West, and probably great
part of that lucrative manufacture was carried on
by the Jews. Asinai and Asilai, it will be recol-
lected, were weavers. It is said, indeed, in the
usual figurative style, of a Jew merchant, of
Babylon, that he had 1000 vessels on the sea, and
1000 citics on land. They prided themselves on
their learning as well as their wealth. Though
the Palestinian Jews affected to speak with con-
tempt of Babylonian wisdom, yet in general esti-
mation the schools of Nabhardea, Sura, and
Pumbeditha, might compete with Sepphoris and
Tiberias. .

Whether the authority of the Prince of the Cap-
tivity extended beyond Babylonia and the adjacent
districts, is uncertain. The limits of Persia form
an insu]')cmble barrier to our knowledge, and
almost all the rest of Asia, during this period, is
covered, as it were, with impenetrable darkness.
Many Jews were no doubt setled in Arabia.
Mahomet found them hoth numerous and powerful,
and a Jewish dynasty had long sat on one of the
pative thrones ; but this subject will come under
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our notice when we consider the influence of the
gress of Mahometanism, as connected with the
istory of the Jews. All other accounts of Ori-
ental Jews, at this early period, are so obscure,*
g0 entirely or so nearly fabulous, that they may
wisely be dismissed ; but there is one curious point,
which, as it secms to rest on better evidence, de-
mands more particular notice, the establishment of
a Jewish colony in China, if not anterior, certainly
immediately subsequent to the time of our Lord.
This singular discovery was made known to Euro
by the Jesuit missionaries, but unfortunately the
Father Gozani, who had the best opportunity of
obtaining accurate information both as to their
history and the manuscripts of the law which they
fossesaed, was ignorant of the Hebrew language.
t was inferred from their tradition, in our opinion,
somewhat hastily, that Jews had been settled in
the country 249 vyears before the Christian era.
More authentic statements fixed their introduction
into the empire towards the cloge of the reign of
Mingti, of the dynasty of Han, who reigned from
58 to 75, A. C. They were originally 70 sings, or
families, and settled in the cities of Nimpo, Ning-
hin, Hamtcheu, Peking, and Caifongfou. Only
seven remained in the middle of the sc\'cntcculfl
century, all in the latter city, the capital of Honan.
They came from Si-yu, the west country, and their
Hebrew language betrayed cevident signs of cor-
ruption from the introduction of Persian words.
* That there were Parthian as well as Flamite (Persian)
and Mesopotamian Jews, is clear from the Acts of the Apos-
tles ; the traditions of Christianity assrt the early prope-
ion of the faith in those regions, which intimates, wo are
lined to think, that the Jews were numerous, but little is
known which is either distiuct or certain,
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They could not have been of the earlier dispersion,
for they had the book of Ezra, and highly rever-
enced his name. They knew nothing, or at least
had preserved no knowledge of Christ or his reli-
gion. They werc emploved in agriculture and
traffic. They had cultivated learing with success,
and some of them, as it was attested by extant in-
scriptions, had been highly honoured with the
imperial favour, and had attained the rank of Man-
darins.  One of these inscriptions, bearing date in
1515, praises the Jews for their integrity and
fidelitv, in agricultural pursuits, in traflic, in the
magistracy, and in the army, and their punctual
observance of their own religious ceremonies : it
assures them of the emperor's high esteem. They
paid great respect to the name of Confucius, and
after the Chinese customs preserved the memory
of their fathers, with religious reverence, on tablets
inscribed with their names; in other respects they
were strict Jews: they observed tbe sabbath,
lighting no fire, and preparing their food on the
receding day: they practised circumcision on
the eighth day: they intermarried only among
themselves. They believe, according to the Jesuit,
in Purgatory, Hell, Paradise, the Resurrection,
and the last Judgment; in Angels, Cherubim and
Seraphim. They neither make, nor attempt to
make, prosclytes. Their sacred edifice (a remark-
able fact) resembles much more the temple than
the modern synagogue. It is situated in an open
space, among pavilions or avenues of trees. It
consists of a nave and two aisles, the centre is
divided into a holy place, and a Holy of Holies,
which is square without and circular within; here
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are deposited the books of the Law®, and the
sacred chamber is only entered by the chief priest,
The chief priest is not distinguished by any splen-
dour of apparel, only by a red belt of silk, which
passes over his right and under his left shoulder.
They chaunt the sacred scripture and their prayers,
as Father Gozani had heard the Jews in Italy.
They entertain distinct though remote hopes of
the coming of the Messiah. Such, in a brief
outline, is the history of one branch of this ex-
traordinary people, thus in the eastern as well as
the western extremity of the old world, resisting
the common laws by which nations scem to be
absorbed into each other. However opposite the
institutions, the usages, the manners of the people
among whom they dwell; whether the govern-
ment be mild or intolerant, the Jews, equally
inflexible and unsocial, maintain their seclusion
from the rest of mankind. The same principles
operate on the banks of the Yellow River, and on
those of the Tiber or the Seine; the Jew, severed
for ages from all intercoursc with his brethren,
amid the inaccessible regions of the Celestial
Empire, in most respects, remains as he would
have been, if Le had continued to inhabit the
vallies of Palestinc, under the constant and im-
mediate superintendence of the national chief of
his religion, the Patriarch of Tiberias.

® The learned Baron de Sacy has clearly shown that the
existing copies of the wacred writings among the Chiness
Jews, imperfect as they are, are not older than the year
1620, A. C. Their former sacred books had boen destroyed
first by an inundation of the great Yellow River in 1446,
afterwards by a fire about 1600, and lastly, those they pos-
scws were greatly damaged by a second ssundation in 1642,
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Tur middle of the third century beheld all Israel
thus incorporated into their two communities,
under their Papacy and their Caliphate ; the
great events which succeeded during the five fol-
lowing centuries, to the end of the seventh, or the
middle of the cighth, which operated so powerfully
on the destinies of the whole world, in the east as
well as in the west, could not but exercise an
important influence over the condition, and, in
some respects, the national character of the Jews.
Our history will assume, perhaps, its most intelli-
gible form, if we depart in some degree from adry
chronological narrative. and survey it in relation
to the more important of these revolutions in the
history of mankind. 1st, The restoration of the
Magian religion in the East, under the great Per-
sian monarchy, which arose on the ruins of the
Parthian empire.  2ndly, The establishment of
Christianity as the religion of the Roman empire.
8rdly, The invasion of the barbarians. A4thly,
The rise and progress of Mahometanism.

I. The first of these points we have in some
degree anticipated. The Prince of the Captivity
probably rose to power in the interval between the
abandonment of the Mesopotamian provinces by
Hadrian, about 118, A. C,, and the final decay
of the Parthian kingdom, about 229, when that
empire, enfeebled by the conquests of Trajan, and
by the assumption of independence in the Persian
province, held, but with a feeble hand, the sove-
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reignty over its frontier districts. But his more
splendid state seems to have been assumed after
the accession of the Persian dynasty. The re-
appearance of the Magian religion, as the dominant
faith of the East, after having lain hid, as it were,
for centuries among the mountains of Iran, is an
event so singular, that it has scarcely reccived the
notice which it deserves in history. It arrested at
once the progress of Christianity in the east, which
was thrown back upon the western provinces of
Asia, and upon Europe, not without having re-
ceived a strong thougﬁcpzmial tinge from its ap-

oximation to that remarkable faith. The great

eresiarch Manes attempted to blend the two
systems of belief—an attempt the less difficult, as
many among the more successful of the early
heretics had already admitted into their creed the
rudiments of oriental philosophy, which formed
the ground-work of Magianism : but Mancs met
the fate of most conciliators; he was rejected,
and probably both himself and his prosclytes
violently persecuted by both partics. In what
manner the sovereigns of Persia, and their tri-
umphant priesthood, conducted themselves at first
towards their Jewish subjects in Babylonia, we
have little certain intelligence. Some stories,
which bear the stamp of authenticity, appear to
intimate persecution. The ueage of the Jews in
burying the dead was offcnsive to the Magians;
and there were certain days in which no light was

rmitted to be burning, cxcerling in the Fire

emples. The Jews were unwillingly constraind
to pay this homage to the Guebre ceremonial.
It is said that a fire-worshipper came into a room
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in Pumbeditha, where Abba Bar Hona lay ill,
and took away the light. R. Jehuda cried out,
* Oh, merciful Father! take us under thy protec-
tion, or lead us rather into the hands of the chil
dren of Esau” (the Romans).

But on the whole their condition must have
been favourable, as the pom{r of their prince, the
wealth of his subjects, and the flourishing condi-
tion of the Mesopotamian schools, are strong tes-
timonies to the equitable and tolerant government
of their Persian rulers. The oriemal cast, which
many of their opinions had assumed as early as
the Babylonian captivity, and the prevalence of
the cabalistic philosophy, which, in its wild ge-
nealogy of many distinet wons or intelligences,
emanating from the pure and uncreated light,
bore a close analogy to the Dualism of the Ma-
gians; and its subordinate hierarchy of immateriat
and spiritual beings, angels, or genii, Wwould har-
monize more casily with, or at least be less abhor-
rent from, the prevailing tencts of the Magians,
than the more inflexible Christianity, which re-
jected the innovations of Manes.

The compilation of the Babylonian Talmud,
as it shows the industry of its compilers, seems to
indicate likewise the profound peace enjoyed by
the Jewish masters of the schools. Tfna eat
work was commenced and finished under the su-
rlcrimcndence of Rabbi Asche. This celebrated

ead of the schools introduced a new mode of
teaching ; his scholars met twice in the year, and
received each time two portions of the Law and
of the Mischna, the whole circle of Jewish study,
which had been divided into sixty parts. Their



174 HITTORY OF THR JEWS. [A.C.365—i88

comments on their sppointed task were brought
back on the next day of meeting, the best were
selacted snd harmonized, and from theee in thirty
years grew the Gemara, which, with the Mischna,
forms the Babylonian Talmud, that extraordinary
monument of human industry, human wisdom, and
human folly. The reader at each successive ex-
tract from this extraordinary compilation hesitates
whether to admire the vein of profound allego-
rical truth, and the pleasing moral apologue, to
smile at the monstrous extravagance, or to shud-
der at the daring blasphemy. The influence of
the Talmud on European superstitions, opinions,
and even literature, remains to be traced ; to the
Jew the Talmud became the magic circle, within
which the national mind patiently laboured for
ages in performing the bidding of the ancient and
mighty enchanters, who drew the sacred line, be-
yond which it might not venture to pass.

I1. The western Jews must have beheld with
deeKer dismay, and more profound astonishment
at the mysterious dispensations of Providence, the
rival religion of Christianity, that apostasy, as
they esteemed it, from the worship of Jehovah,
gradually extending over the whole of Europe,
till at length, under Constantine, it ascended the
imperial throne, and became the established reli-
gion of the Roman world. The period between
the death of the Patriarch, R. Jehuda the Holy,
and the accession of Constantine to the empire,
had been barren of important incidents in Jewish
history. The Patriarchate of Tiberias seems
gradually to have sunk in estimation: this small
and spiritual court fell like more splendid and
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worldly thrones, through the es of the so~
vereign for unlimited sway, and the unwilli

of the people to submit even to constitutional
authority. The exactions of the pontiff, and of the
spiritual aristocracy—the Rabbins, became more
and more burthensome to the people®. The
people were impatient even of the custo tax-
ation. Gamaliel succeeded Jehuda, Jehuda the
Second, Gamaliel. This pontiff was of an impe-
rious character ; he surrounded himself with a sort
of body-guard; at the same time he was outshone
by his competitors in learning, Simon Ben Lachea
and R. Jochanan, whose acknowledged superiority
tended still farther to invalidate the supremacy of
the Patriarch.

A temporary splendour was thrown around the
Jewish name by the celebrity of Zenobia, the
famous Queen of Palmyra, who was of Lsraelitish
descent.  But the Jews of Palestine neither de-
rived much advantage from the prosperity, nor
suffered in the fall of that extraordinary woman.
Her favourite, Paul of Samosata, seems to have
entertained some views of attempting an union
between Judaism and Christianity ; both parties
rejected the unnatural alliance. The Jews l&kc
contemptuously of the wise men who came from
Tadmor, and Paul of Samosata was rejected by
the orthodox church as an intractable heretic
On the formal establishment of Christianity, the

* At a period considerably later, tha Aposties of the Pa.
triaroh ar called in @ law of Honorius devastators, It is
asserted in the life of Chrysostum, that the heads of the
synugogues wery displaced if they did not send in enough
money.
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more zealous Jews might tremble lest the syna-
gogue should be dazzled by the splendour of its
triumphant competitor, and recognizing the mani-
fest favour of the Divinity in its success, refuse
any longer to adhere to a humiliated and hope-
less cause; while the Christians, afier having
gained this acknowledged victory over Paganism,
might not unreasonably expect that Judaism, less
strongly opposed to its principles, would relax its
obstinate resistance, and vield at length to the
universally acknowledged dominion of the new
faith.

But the Rabbinical authority had raised an in-
surmountable barrier around the synagogue—
masters of the education, exercising, as we have
shown, an unceasing and vigilant watchfulness,
and mingling in every transaction during the
whole life of each individual ;—still treating their

resent humiliation merely as a preparatory trial

om the ever-faithful God of their fathers, and
feeding their flock with hopes of a future deliver-
ance, when they should trample under foot the
enemy and oppressor ;—enlisting every passion
and every prejudice in their cause; occupying the
studious and Inquisitive in the interminable study
of their Mischna and Talinuds ;—alarming the
vulgar with the terrors of their interdict ; while
they still promised temporal grandeur as the in-
alienable, though perhaps late inhcritage of the
people of lsrael; consoling them for its tardy
apsmach by the promisc of the equally inalicnable
and equally exclusive privilege of the children of
Israel—everlasting lifc in the world to come ;—
these spiritual leaders of the Jews still repelled,
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with no great loss, the aggressions of their oppo-
nents. Atthe same time unhappily the church had
lost entirely, or in great degree, its most effective
means of conversion—its miraculous powers, the
simple truth of its doctrines, and the blameless lives
of its believers. It substituted authority, and a re-
gular system of wonder-working, which the Jews,
who had been less affected than might have been sup-
{)osed by the miracles of our Lord and his Apostles,
wad no difficulty in rejecting, either as manifest
impostures, or works of malignant and hostile
spirits. In fact, the Rabbins were equal adepts in
these pious frauds with the Christian clergy, and
their people, no less superstitious, listened with the
same avidity, or gazed with the same credulity, on
the supernatural wonders wrought by their own
Wise Men, which obscured, at all events neutra-
lized, the effects of the miracles ascribed to the
Christian saints.  Magical arts were weapons
handled, as all acknowledged, with equal skill by
both parties ; the invisible world was a province
where, though cach claimed the advantage in the
contest, neither thought of denying the power of
their adversary. A scene characteristic of the
times is reported to have taken place in Rome;
the legend, it will easily be credited, rests on
Christian authority. A conference took place in
the presence of Constantine and the devout em-
press-mother, Helena, between the Jews and the
Christians.  Pope Sylvester, then at the height of
his wonder-working glory, had already triumphed
in argument over ﬁis infatuated opponents, when
the Jews had recourse to magic. A noted en-
chanter commanded an ox to be brought forward;
VOL. 111 N
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he whi into the car of the animal, which in-
stantly fell dead at the feet of Constantine. The
Jews shouted in triumph, for it was the Ham-sem-
phorash, the ineffable name of God, at the sound
of which the awe-struck beast had expired. Syl-
vester observed with some shrewdness, ¢ as he
who whispered the name must be well acquainted
with it, why does he not fall dead in like manner 7"
The Jews answered with contemptuous acclama-
tions—*‘ Let us have no more verbal disputations,
let us come to actions.” ¢ So be it,” said Sylves-
ter; ¢ and if this ox comes to life at the name of
Christ, will ve believe /" They all unanimously
assented.  Svlvester raised his evesto heaven, and
said with a loud voice—** If he he the true God
whom I preach, in the name of Christ, arise, oh
ox, and stand on thy feet.”  The ox sprang up, and
began to move and feed. The legend proceeds,
that the whole assembly was baptized.  The Chris-
tians, by their own account, carried on the contest
in a less favourable field than the city of Rome,
and urged their conquests into the heart of the
enemy's country. Constantine, by the advice of
his mother Helena, adomed with great magnifi-
cence the city which had risen on the ruins of
Jerusalem. It had become a place of such splen-
dour, that Euschius, in a transport of holy triumph,
declared that it was the new Jerusalem foretold by
the prophets. The Jews were probably still inter-
dicted from disturbing the peace, or profaning the
suil of the Christian city, by entering its walls.
They revenged themselves by rigidly excludin

every stranger from the four great cities which
they occupted—Dio Ceesarea (Sepphoris), Naza-
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reth, Capernaum, and Tiberias. As it was the
ambition of the Jews to regain a footing in the
Holy City, so it was that of the Christians to esta-
blish a church among the dwellings of the circum-
cised. This was brought about by a singular ad-
venture. Hillel had succeeded his father, Judah the
Second, in the patriarchate. If we are to believe
Epiphanius, the Patriarch himself had embraced
Christianity, and had been secretly baptized on his
death-bed by a bishop.  Joseph, his physician, had
witnessed the seene, which wrought <trongly upon
his mind. The louse of Hillel, after his death,
was kept closely shut up by his suspicious country-
men; Joseph obtained entrance, and found there
the Gospel of St. John, the Gospel of St. Matthew,
and the Acts, in a Hebrew translation. He read
and believed.  When the voung Patriarch, another
Judah, (the Third,) grew up, Joseph was appointed
an apostle, or collector of the patriarchal revenue.
It secms that Christian meckness had not been
imbibed with Christian faith, for he discharged his
function with unpopular severity.  He was de-
tected reading the Gospel, hurried w0 the svna-
gogue, and scourged  The bishop of the town (in
Cilicia) interfered.  But he was afterwards seized
again and thrown into the Cvdnus, from which he
hardly escaped with his life. This was not the
wisest means of recovering a renegade ; Joseph
was publicly baptized, rose high in the favour of
Constantine, and attained the dignity of Count of
the Empire.  Burning with zeal—it is to be hoped
not with revenge—he turned all his thoughts to
the establishment of Christian churches in the
great Jewish cities. He succceded under the
N 2
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protection of the government, and with the aid of
a miracle. As he commenced an edifice on the
site of a heathen temple in Tiberias, the Jews en-
chanted the lite which was to be used for mortar
—it would not burn. But Joseph having sanctified
some water with the sign of the cross, the spell
was dissolved, and the building arose to the dis-
comfiture and dismay of his opponents,

The laws of Constantine, with regard to the
Jews, throw more real light on their character and
condition®. The first of these statutes appears
to authenticate the carly part of the history of
Joseph, and was, no doubt, framed in allusion to
his case. It enacted, that if the Jews should
stone, or endanger the life of, a Christian convert,
all who were concerned shiould be burned alive.
Tlis statute shows the still fiery zeal of the Jews,
and their authority within the walls of their own
synagogue ; nor had they any right to complain,
if proselytes to the established faith should be
protected from their violence under the severest
Ecnaltics. Another more intolerant statute prohi-

ited all Christians from becoming Jews, under the
I,:in of an arbitrary punishment; and, six months
fore his death, a third decree was issued by Con-
stantine, prohibiting Jews from possessing Chris-
tian slaves. The rcason assigned for this law
was, that it was unjust that those who had been
made free by the blood of Chirist, should be slaves
to the murderers of the prophets and of the Son

® Constaatine in a public document declared that it was
not for the dlﬁ!; of the Church to follow that most Aatefud
of all people, ews, in the celebration of the Passover.
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of God. There was another civil law, of great
importance, affecting the Jews; they were con-
strained to take upon themselves certain public
offices, particularly the dccurionate, which, from
the facility with which the Emperor and his pre-
decessors had granted exemptions, had become
burdensome. The law, however, shows, that the
right of the Jews to Roman citizenship was fully
recognised. The Patriarchs and the Rabbins had
the same exemption from all civil and military
offices as the Christian clergy. Inthe markets the
Jews had their own officers to regulate the price of
things sold among themselves, and were not sub-
ject to the ordinary discursor or moderator.

But still earlier than these statutes of Constan-
tine, Spain, the fruitful mother and nurse of reli-
gious persecution, had given the signal for hosti-
lity towards the Jews, in a decree passed at the
Council of Elvira (Illiberis), which is curious, as
proving that the Jews were, to a great extent, the
cultivators of the soil in that country. It was a
custom for the Jewish and Christian farmers and
peasants to mingle together at the festive enter-
tainments given at the harvest-home, or other
periods of rural rejoicing. The Jews were wont
in devout humility to utter their accustomed grace
before the feast, that the Almighty would, even in
the land of the stranger, permit his rains, and
dews, and sunshine, to fertihize the harvests. The
Christians appear to have been offended at this,
apparently very innocent, supplication. The de-
crec of the council proscribed the meecting of the
two races at these festivals, and prohibited the
blessings of the Jew, lest, perhaps, he might render
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unavailing the otherwise powerful benedictions of
the Church.

It is said that the Jews in the East rcvenged
themselves for these oppressive laws against their
brethren, by exciting a furious persecution against
the Christians, in which the Jews and Magians
vied with each other in violence.

The increased severity of the laws enacted by
Constantius, the son and successor of Constan-
tine, indicates the still darkening spirit of hosti-
lity : but the Jews. unhappily, gave ample provo-
cation to the authonties. The hot-headed lsra-
elites of Alexandria mingled themselves in the
factions of Arians and Athanasians, which dis-
tracted that restless city.  They joined with the
Pagans, on the side of the Arian Bishop, and
committed frightful excesses, burning churches,
profaning them with outrages which Athanasius
shrinke from relating, and violating consecrated
virgins. An insurrection in Judica, which tenni-
nated in the destruction of Dio Cwsarea, gave
another pretext for exaction and oppression. The
Jews were hcavily burthened and taxed : forbid-
den, under pain of death, from possessing Christian
slaves, or marrving Christian women; and the
interdict of Hadrian, which prohibited their ap-

roach to the Holy City, was formally renewed.
ese laws likewise throw light on their condition :
their heavy burthens may indicate that they pos-
sessed considerable wealth ; the possession of
Christian slaves leads to the same conclusion ;
and the necessity of the enactinent aganinst mar
rying Christian women shows, that, in some ranks
at least, the animosity between the two races had
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considerably worn away. But the prohibition
against entering  Jerusalem was still further em-
bittered, by the distant view of the splendour
which the new city had assumed. Christian pil-
grims crowded the wavs which led to the Holy
City, where the wood of the true cross—the dis-
covery of which by a singular chance is ascribed
to a Jew—Dbegan to disseminate its inexhaustible
splinters through the Christian world. The church
of the Holy Sepulchre, built by the Empress
Helena, rose in lofty state, and crowned the hill
of Calvary, on which their ancestors had crucified
Jesus of Nazareth: while the hill of Moriah lay
desecrated and desolate, as it had been left by the
plough of the insulting conqueror.

If then the Jews beheld with jealous alarm the
rival religion scated on the imperial throne, and
the votaries of Jesus clothed in the roval purple—
if they felt their condition gradually becoming
worse under the statutes of the new emperors—if
they dreaded still further agpressions on their
prosperity, they must have loo&iml with no secret
triumph to the accession of Julian, the apostate
from Christianity.  Before long their clation was
still further excited by a letter written from the
Emperor, addressed to * his brother,” the Patri-
arch, and the commonalty of the Jews. Julian
seemed to recognise the unity of God, in tenns
which might satisty the most zealous tollower of
Moses. He proceeded to denounce their op-
pressors, condescended to excuse his brother,
annulled the unequal taxes with which they were
loaded, and expressed his earnest hope that, on
his return from the Persian war, the great desigos
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he had formed for their welfare might be fully
accomplished. The tempora}, as well as the reli-
{ous policy of Julian advised his conciliation of
the Jews. Could they be lured by his splendid
promises to embrace his party, the Jews in Meso-
potamia would have thrown great weight into his
scale, in his campaign against the Persians ; and
in his design of depressing Christianity, it was
important to securc the support of every opposite
sect. Probably with these views the memorable
edict was issued for the rebuilding of the temple
on Mount Moriah, and the restoration of the
Jewish worship in its original splendour. The
execution of this project was entrusted, while
Julian advanced with his ill-fated army to the
East, to the care of his favourite, Alypius.

The whole Jewish world was in commotion ;
they crowded from the most distant quarters to be
present and assitt in the great national work.
Those who were unable to come envied their more
fortunate brethren, and waited in anxious hope
for the intelligence that they might again send
their offerings, or make their pilgrimage, to the
Temple of the God of Abraham, in his holy place.
Their wealth was poured forthin lavish profusion ;
and all who were ncar the spot, and could not
contribute so amply, offered their personal exer-
tions : blessed were the hands that toiled in such
a work ; and unworthy was he of the blovd of
Israel who would not unlock, at such a call, his
most secret hoards. Men cheerfully surrendered
the hard-won treasures of their avarice; women
offered up the ornaments of their vanity. The
very tools which were 10 be employed, were, as it
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were, sanctified by the service, and were made of the
most costly materialsy some had shovels, mallets
and basgkets of silver; and women were seen
carrying rubbish in robes and mantles of silk.
Men, blind from the womb, came forward to lend
their embarrassing aid; and the aged tottered
along the ways, bowed beneath the weight of some
burthen which they secmed to acquire new strength
to support. The confidence and triumph of the
Jews was unbounded: some went so far in their
profane adulation as to style Julian the Messiah.
The Christians looked on in consternation and
amazement. Would the murderers of the Son of
God be permitted to rebuild their devoted city,
and the temple arise again from ¢ the abomination
of desolation ! Materials had now accumulated
from all quarters, some say at the expense of the
Emperor, but that is not probable, considering the
costly war in which he was engaged. Nor were
the Jews wanting in ample resources: timber,
stones, lime, burnt brick, clay, were heaped toge-
ther in abundant quantities. Alrcady was the
work commenced; already had they dug down to
a considerable depth, and were preparing to lay
the foundations, when suddenly flames of fire
came bursting from the centre of the hill, accom-
panied with terrific explosions. The affrighted
workmen fled on all sides ; and the labours were
suspended at once by this unforescen and awful
sign.  Other circumstances are said to have ac-
companied this cvent; an earthyuake shook the
hill ; flakes of fire, which took the form of crosses,
settled on the dresses of the workmen and specta-
tors; and the fire consumed even the tools oﬁrcon
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It was even added that a horseman was seen ca-
reering among the flames, and that the workmen,
having fled to a neighbouring church, its doors,
fastened by some preternatural force within, re-
fused to admit them.  These, however, may be
embellishments, and are found only in later and
rhetorical writers, but the main fact of the inter-
ruption of the work by some extraordmary, and,
as it was supposed, preternatural interference, rests
on the clear and unsuspictons testimony of the
heathen Ammianus Marcellmus,  But. in can-
dour, one local circumstance must be mentioned,
overlooked by those who impuun, as well as by
those who mamtam. the miracle—by Gibbou,
Basnage, and Lardner—as well as by Warburton,
It will be remembered, that the hills on which
Jerusalem stood were deeply and extensively un-
dermined by -ubterrancan passages. On the sur-
prise of the Temple by John of Gischala, the whole
party of Elcazar took refuge in these undereround
chambers.  Numbers of the Zealots fav ndim somi-
lar caverns umder Sion after the capture ot the
city by Titus, and the sudden rising of Simon on
the lull of the temple, after havimg descended on
that of Sion, sufiic iently proves the vast range
of these mines, which communcated with each
other under both hills over which the city spread.
The falling ot the Wnll of Sion, during the rebellion
under Barcochab, may also be adduced.  In the
long period of desolation, during which the hill of
the temple, especially, lay wante, the outlets ot these
caverns would be chiched with rubbish and rain
and the air withm become foul and inflammable.
That these vapours, thus fermenting under the
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whole depth of the hill. should. as is often the
case in mines, become accidentally ignited during
the work, kindle, and explode with vivlent com-
bustion and terrific noise resembling an earth-
quake, was by no means hevond the ordinary
course of nature ; though it might be far bevond
the philosophy of a people excited to the highest
pitch of religious enthusiasm, and  already predis-
josed to consider the place ag the chosen scene of
miraculous interference. Even the fiery crosses
on the garments might have been phosphorie
exhalations, really seen, and casily wrought into
that form by the awe-struck imagination of the
Christians—and  preternatural interterence would
hardly be called for to close the doors of a church
against furitives thus under the visible malediction
of the Deny.

Nor, indeed, does the muracle if we may pre-
sume so to speak, appear necessary for its end:
for, according to the will of the Divine Ruler of
the world, a more appalling and insuperable ob-
stacle imterrupted  the unhallowed work.  The
discomfiture of the Jews was completed —and
the resumption of their labours, could they have
recovered trom their panic, was for ever broken
off by the death of Julan.  The cmperor seems
not to have reaped the advantages he expected
from his attempt to conciliate the race of lsracl.
The Mesopotamian Jews, instead of joining his
army, remained faithful to their Persian masters,
and abandoned such of their cities as were not
defensible.  On his approach, one of these, Bithra,
situated among the branches of the Euphrates,
was set on fire by his soldiers, and burned t
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ashes. The apostate himself fell—the Christian
world beheld the vengcance of God—the Jew the
extinction of all his hopes—in the early fate of
this extraordinary man. ’

The short reign of Jovian, whose policy it was
to reverse all the acts of his predecessor, was op-
pressive to the Jews—but it was only a passing
cloud : Valens and Valentinian reinstated the Jews
and their Patriarch in their former rights—vet the
state of the empire demanded the repeal of their
most valuable privilece—exemption from the pub-
lic services. ** Even the clergv,” such is the
curious argrument of this edict, ** are not permitted
to consecrate themselves to the service of God,
without having previously discharged their duty
to their country.  He who would devote himselt
to God, must first find a substitute to undertake
his share in the public offices.”  The Jews could
not complain, if, admitted to the protection and
rights of Roman citizenship, they were constrained
to perform its duties.

uring the declining days of the Roman em-
pire. Christianity assumed a more commanding
mfluence, and the Jews sometimes became a sub-
jeet of contention between the church and the
throne.  Protected by the emperor as useful and
rofitable subjects, they were beheld by the more
Intemperate cfmrcluncn with still increasing animo-
sity. Maximus, an usurper, during his short
reign, had commanded a synagogue, which had
been wantonly burned in Rome, to be rebuilt at
the expense of the community. Theodosius the
Great renewed a similar edict, on a like occasion,
and commanded the Bishop of Callinicum, in
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Osrhoene, to see the work carried into effect,
The fiery zcal of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, broke
out into a flame of indigmation. In a letter to the
emperor, he declares his disapprobation of such
outrages as burning synagogyrues : for priests ought
to be the quellers of turbulence, and strive to
promote peace, unless, he added, moved by inju-
rics against their God, or contumelies against {lis
church. At the same time he asserts that no
Christian bishop could conscientiously assist in
building a temple for the circumcised. ** Either
the bishop will resist or comply: he must be a
sinner or a martyr.  Perhaps he may be tempted,
by the hopes of martvrdom, falsely to assert his
concurrence in the destruction of the synagogue.
Noble falschood ! I, myself, would willingly as-
sume the guilt,—I, I sav, have set this synagogue
in flames, at least in so farthat 1 haveurged onall
—that there should be no place teft in which Christ
isdenied.”  He designated a synagogue as a dwell-
ing of perfidy—a house of impicty—a receptacle
of insanity—and concluded, in a tone of mingled
pathetic expostulation and bitter invective, ** This
shall be the inscription of the edifice—' A Temple
of Ungodliness, built from the plunder of the
Christians.” ” Not content with addressing this
letter to the emperor, who was then in Milan, he
thundered against him from the pulpit.  Theodo-
sius had the weakness to vield to the daring church-
man; the edict was recalled, and the Jews re-
mained without a synagogue in that city, which, it
may be observed, was divided by half the empire
from the diocese of Ambrose., Theodosius, when
removed from the influence of Ambrose, and
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brought by the approach of death to higher no-
tions of Christian justice. issued an edict, which
secured perfect toleration to the Jews, and con-
demned to an arburary  punishment all  who
should burn or plunder their synagogues,

In the mean time the Patriarchate began to dis-
play manifest siems of decay.  The Jews were
seen hefore heathen tribunals—naot only to decide
their litigations with Christians, but as a court of
appeal against the injustice of their own judicial
authorities. Men excommunicated had recourse
to pagan judges, not alway < inaceessible to bribery,
to enforce their reinstatement in the rights of
the synagogue. A law ot Theodosiis was passed,
which recommized the power of the Patriarchs to
punish the refractory members of their own com-
munity.  This law was confirmed under Area-
fus and Honorius: the prefects were forbidden

om interfering with the judicial courts of the
Jewish primate. It should seem that, in disputes
with Christians, both parties were expected to ap-
pear before the ordmary tribunals.  Another law
was passed at this period characteristic of the
times. It enacted, that no Jew should be bap-
tized without strict inquiry, and a sort of previous
noviciate of good conduct.  Some of the more
worthless Jews had plaved upon the eagerness of
the church to obtain proselvtes, and had made a
regular trade of submitting 1o baptisin in ditferent
places—by which they, in general, contrived to ob-
tain handsome remuneration.  This was facilitated
by the numerous sects which distracted the church,
who vied with each other in the success of their
proselytism, and rendered detection diflicult. A
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miracle came to the assistance of the law in check-
ing this nefarious traftic ; unfortunately it was
wrought in a Novatian, not in an orthodox con-
gregation.  When one of these unworthy prose-
Ivtes presented himself, the indignant water fowed
away, and refused to rebaptize one who had been
so frequently baptized before with so little advan-
tage.

The clouds of ignorance and barbarism, which
were darkening over the world, could not but
spread a deeper gloom over the sullen national
character of the Jews.  The manner in which the
contest was carriecd on with the church was not
calculated to enlighten their fanaticisii; nor was
it likely that, while the world around them was
sinking  fast into unsocial ferocity of manners,
they should acquire the gentleness and humanity
of civilization.  No doubt the more intempera
members of the svnagogue, when they might do
securely, would revenge themselves by insult or
any other means of hostility in their power, against
the augressions of the Church : though probably
much would be construed into insult, which was
not intended to - give oftence, it argues no great
knowledee of Jewish character, or indeed of hu-
man nature, to doubt but that great provocation
was given by the turbulent disposition of the
Israclites. It is a curious fact, and must have
tended greatly to darken the spirit of animosity in
the dominant Church against Jlf‘ Jews, that when-
cever occasion offered, they sided with the Arian
faction ; while the Arians were in general more
tolerant towards the worshippers of the undivided
Unity of God, than the Catholic Church. In the
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religious factions in Alexandria, we have seen
them espousing the part of the Arian bishop
against Athanasius: and of all the sovercigns
during this period, none were more friendly to
the Jews than the Arian Gothic kings of ltaly.
It was about the commencement of the fifth cen-
tury, that great, and probablv not groundless,
offence, was taken at tﬁc public and twmnultuous
manner in which the Jews celebrated the feast of
Purim, and their deliverance under Esther.  Not
content with beating the benches of the svna-
gogue with stones and mallets, and uttering the
most dissonant cries cach time the execrated name
of Haman was pronounced. they proceeded to
make a public e.\}nihitinn of the manner in which
the enemics of their nation might expect to be
trecated. They ecrected a gibbet, on which a
fgure, representing Haman, was suspended, and
ed with every kind of indignity.  Probably
lasphemous expressions against all other Hamans
might occasionally break forth. The Christians
looied with jealous horror on that which they
construed into a profane, though covent repre-
sentation of the crucifixion.  Sometimes, indeed,
it i8 said, the gibbet was made in the form of
a cross, with the body suspended upon it in
like manner to that which was now becoming the
universal object of adoration. No wonder if the
two parties met in furious collision, and if the
peace of the empirec demanded the intervention
of authority to put an end to these indecent
scenes. By a law of Theodosius the Second,
these festivals were prohibited.  In Macedonia,
Dacia, and Illyria, these or similar causes of con-
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tention gave rise to violent tumults between the
Jews and Christians.  The synagogues were
burned in many places.  Theodosius commanded
the prefect, Philip, to execute the law with the
strictest impartiality : not to suffer the Jews to
insult or show disrespect to the Christian religion,
vet by no means to interfere with the free exer-
cisc of their own faith.  In Svria these animosities
led to still worse consequences. At a place called
Immestar, between Chalcis and Antioch, some
drunken Jews began, in the public streets, to
mock and blaspheme the name of Christ.  They
went so far as to crect a cross, and fastened a
Christian hov to it, whom they scourged so un-
mercifully that he died.  The offenders were
Justly punished with exemplary rigour ; but the
feud left a rankling hatred in the hearts of the
Christians.  Some vears after, they rose and |

dered a svnagzogue in Antioch.  The Ron

governor espoused the cause of the Jews, this
time the unoffending victims of wanton animosity ;
and by an ordinance of the emperor, the clergy
were commanded to make restitution.  But they
found an advocate in the celebrated Simeon Sty-
lites, wo called from his passing his life on the top
of a slender column, sixty feet high.  Theodosius
could not resist the intercession of this saintly
personage, to whom he wrote under the title of
the *¢ Holy Martyr in the Air"—carnestly solicit-
ing his prayers. The order of restitution was
annulled—the just prefect recalled. It is possible,
however, that the synagogue in question may
have been built in violation of a law of the em-

VoL. 1L 0
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pire. which prohibitesd the crecting any new edi-
fees for Jewish worship, '
Perhape unfortunatels, as encouraging them to
ue such violemt means of conversion, the
Christians in the island of Minorea, by means of
the conflagration of a synagogue, obtained a sig-
nal triumph—the baptism of all the Jews in the
island.  We have the account of this transaction
on the authority of the Bishop himself, and it pre-
sents a singular picture of the times. The plous
Severus was sorely arieved, that in an island
where, though more u<cful anumals abounded,
wolves and foxes were not permitted to exist;
where, though snakes and scorpions were found,
vet, miraculously he would suppose, they were
deprived of their venom, the Jews should be so
numerous and wealthy in the two largest towns of
* island—particularly in, Magona, now Mahon.
ng had he desired to engage in a holy warfare
against this unbelieving race.  He was at length
encouraged to hope for victory by the arrival of
the relics of the Mantyr Stephen,® wineh were left
in the ixland by the celebrated Orosius.  In a
short time the conflict began, and perpetual dis-
putations took place ; the Christians headed by
their Bishop, the Jews by a certain Theodorus, a
man of acknowledged eminence in Rabbinical
leaming, and of such couscquence i the place

* A Jew playsa conspicuous part in the discovery of these
relica—no lews & person than Gamahel himelf, the teacher
of $t. Paul, who n|1»‘vun'd in a vision to Lucian, head of a
monastery, st Caphargamale in Paletine,  Thew relics
ware of sovereign cfficacy o checking the Pelagian heresy.
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as to have filled the office of defender of the
city,

The Christians, if we are to believe the Bishop,
thought only of spiritual means of attack, persua-
sion, argument, with whatever miracles the relics
of St. Stephen might vouchsafe to throw into their
scale. The Jews had laid up in their synagogue
more carnal weapons, stones, clubs, arrows, and
other arms. Encouraged bv two visions, the
Bishop set off at the head of all his flock from
Immona, and marched in the hichest spirits to
Marona, where he sent a summons of defiance to
Theodorus and the Jews to meet him at the church.
The Jews excused themselves because it was the
Sabbath—and theyv could not enter an unclean
place on that day. The Bishop immediately
offered to meet them on their own ground, the
svnagowue.  They stilldeclined the contest, bu}
surrounded the house, in which the Bishop was, in
great numbers.  The Bishop mildly expostulated
with them for having laid up arms in their syna-
gogue.  Theyv denied the fact, and offered to con-
firm their assertion with an oath.  ** No need of
oaths,” replied the Bishop, ** let us satisty our
own eves"—and immediately he set forward with
his whole troop, singing a verse of the ninth
Psalm, ** Their memory hath perished with a loud
noise ;* but the Lord endureth for ever.” The
Jews gladly joined in the Psalm, applving it, no
doubt, with a very different meaning. A\ tray began
in the streets through some Jewish women throwing

* These words will not be found in the English transe
lation ; they appear in the Vulgate.

o2
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«tones from the windows.  The Bishop could not
restrain his flock, who rushed furiouslt in.  No
blood was shed on either side, except of an Achan
in the Christian party, who endeavoured to pur-
loin some valuable effects, and had his head broken
by a stone from his own friends ; but the Chris-
tians became masters of the synagogue, and set it
on fire, with all its furniture, except the books of
the Law and the anicles of siher.  There is no
mention of arms having been discovered.  The
books were carried in reverential triumiph to the
chiureh—the silver restored.  The Christians re-
turned, singing Psalms of thanksgiving, to their
church.  Three davs after. the Jews assembled
within the melancholy ruins of their religious
house—the Christians also crowded in, and Theo-
dorus began an cloquent vindication of the Law—
he argued, he confuted all objections—he poured
contempt on his opponents, who, by the confes-
sion of the Bishop, were so utterly discomfited as
to look for help to heaven alone against this ob-
stinate gainsayer.  No miracle, however, was
vouchsafed, and thev owed their triumph to pure
accident.  They all began to cry with one voice,
¢ Theodorus, believe in Christ !’ The Jews mis
took the words, and thought it was a shout of
triumph, ** Theodorus believes in Christ " They
dispersed on all sides. Women tore their hair,
ami cried in bitter desperation, ** Oh, Theodorus,
what hast thou done "’ the men fled away to the
woods and rocks. Theodorus, entirely deserted
and left alone, had not strength of mind to resist.
Reuben, the first of the Jews who had been con-
verted, argued with him, and laid before him the
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alvantages which might attend his becoming a
Christian. The Rabbi yielded to these unworthy
motives ; the example of his defection was fol-
lowed, and the Jews were generally baptized.
The triumphant Bishop strongly recommended to
his brethren the laudable example of his own zeal
and success—an example which, as far as burning
the synagogues, they scem to have been apt
enough to adopt ; for an express law appears to
have been required from Honorius to prohibit
these acts of violence.

The conversion of many Jews in Crete reflects
more credit on the humanity of the Christians,
while it shows the wild and feverish fanaticism
which still lay deep within the hearts of the Jews,
ready to break forth at the first excitement of
those unextinguishable hopes which were alike
their  pride, their consolation, and their ruin.
Among the numerous and wealthy Israclites who
inhabited that fertile island, an impostor appeared,
who cither bore or assumed the name of Moses,
He announced himself as the successor of the
great Lawgiver, and for a whole vear travelled
about the island, persuading his credulous coun-
trymen to abandon their possessions and their
farms to follow his guidance. They listened ;
they relaxed their usual industry, and neglected
their labours, under the fond hope of speedily ob-
taining possession of a more fertile land, that of
milk and honey.  The appointed time came, and
at the call of Moses they crowded forth by thou-
sands ; for he had proclaimed that, like the Red
Sea of old, the deep Mediterrancan would be
turned to dry land before them. At the dawn of
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day they followed him blindly to the top of a lofty
promontory, from whence he commanded them to
throw themselves down—the foremost obeved,
thev werc dashed to pieces against the rocks, or
sank into the unobedient waves. Many perished,
more would have shared their fate, but for som:
fishing-craft and merchant vessels belonging to
the Christians, who showed the utmost activity in
saving the lives of their deluded countrymen ; and,
by holding up the hodies of the drowned, pre-
vented the rest from following their fatal exampie.
The Jews, at lenacth disabused, turned to revenge
themselves on their leader—but he had disap-
peared ; no doubt he had secured a place of re-
treat, probably with some of the fruits of his im-
posture.  Socrates, the ccclesiastical historian,
cannot disguise his suspicion, that he was a devil
who assumed a human form for the destruction of
those unhappy people.  But many of the Jews,
heartily ashamed of their own eredulity, and struck
with the brotherlv kindness of the Christians,
adopted the faith of Jove and charity.

We must revert to Alexandria, ever the most
fatal scene of Jewish turbulence and Jewish cala-
mity.  Yet no calamity could induce this gain-
loving prople to abandon that great emporium of
commerce.  Rarely have we directed our atten-
tion to the citv of Alexandria, but we have seen
its streets flowing with the blood of thousands of
Jews ; at our next view we alwavs find them re-
established in immense nwnbers, and in inex-
haustible opulence. To the old feuds between
Greeks and Jews in this city, noted at all tines
for its fierce and mutinous spirit, had succecded
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those of the different sects of Christians, and of
the Christians, Pagans, and Jews. Even holy
bishops were not superior to the violence which
the fiery climate seemed to infuse into the veins
of thesc * children of the Sun;”’ the records of the
Alexandrian Church present, perhaps, the most
unchristian page in Christian history. At this
period the city was rent into factions on a sub-
Ject, all-important in those davs. the merits of the
dancers in the public exhibitions. These enter-
tainments usually took place on the Jewish sab-
bath, and on that idle day the theatre was thronged
with Jews, who preferred this profane amusement
to the holy worship of their synagogue.  Violent
collisions of the different factions perpetually took
place, which rarely terminated without bloodshed.
Orestes, Prefect of Alexandria, determined to re-
press these sanguinary tumuits, and ordered his
police regulations to be suspended 1 the theatre®.
Certain partizans of Cyril, the Archbishop, entered
the theatre with the innocent design, according to
Socrates, on whose partial authority the whole
affair rests, of reading these ordinances; among
the rest, one Hierax, a low schoolmaster, a man
conspicuous as an adherent of the archbishop,
whom he was wont frequently to applaud by
clapping his hands (the usual custom in the
Church), whenever he preached.  From what
cause does not appear, but the Jews considered
themselves insulted by his presence, aud raised an

* Perhaps these regulations might appomt different days
for the ditterent clusses of the people to uttend the theatre :
—this supposition would make the story more clear.
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outcry that the man was there only to stir up a
tumult.  Orestes, jealous of the archbishop, who
had usurped on the civil authority, ordered Hierax
to be seized and scourged. Cvril sent for the
principal Jews, and threatened them with ex-
emplary vengeance if they did not cause all tu-
mults against the Christians to cease.  The Jews
determined to anticipate their adversaries : — having
put on rings of palm-bark that they might distin-
guish each other in the dark, they suddenly, at the
dead of night, raised a erv of fire about the great
church, called that of Alexander.  The Christians
rose, and rushed from all quarters to save the
church. The Jews fell on them, and massacred on
all sides. When dav dawned, the cause of the
uproar was manifest.  The militant archbishop
instantly took arms, attacked with a formidable
force the syvnagogues of the Jews, slew many,
drove the rest out of the city, and plundered their
property.

‘he strong part which Orestes took against the
archbishop, and his regret at the expulsion of the
thriving and industrious Jews from the city, seems
to warrant a suspicion that the latter were not
so entircly without provocation.  Both, however,
sent representations to the emperor; but, pro-
bably before he could interfere, the feud between
the implacable prefect and the archbishop grew
10 a greater height.  Cyril, it is said, on one oc-
casion advanced to meet his adversary, with the
Gospel in his hand, as a sigm of peace; but Orestes,
suspecting probably that he had not much of its
spirit in his heart, refused this ofier of conciliation.
There were certain monks who lived in the moun-
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tains of Nitria. These fiery champions of the
church scized their arms, and poured into the city
to strengthen the faction of the Patriarch. Em-
boldened by their presence, Cyril openly insulted
Orestes—called him heathen, idolater, and many
other opprobrious names. In vain the prefect
protested that he had been baptized by Atticus, a
bishop in Constantinople. A man, named Am-
monius, hurled a great stone at his head: the
blood gushed forth, and his aftrighted attendants
dispersed on all sides.  But the character of
Orestes stood high with the inhabitants.  The
Alexandrian populace rose in detence of their
Pretect; the monks were driven from the city,
Ammounius tortured, and put to death.  Cyril
commanded his body to be taken up, paid him all
the honours of a martyr, and declared that he had
fallen a victim to his righteous zeal in defence of
the church.  Even Socrates seems to shrink from
relating this unchristian conduct of the Patriarch.
Cyril himself was ashamed, and glad to bury the
transaction in oblivion.  Before long, however,
his adherents perpetrated a more inhuman deed
even than the plunder and expulsion of the Jews:
it must be related, to show the ferocious character
of their antagonists.  There was a woman, named
Hypatia, of extraordinary learning, and decply
versed in the Platonic philosophy.  She lived in
great intimacy with Orestes, and was suspected of
encouraging him in his hostility to the Patriarch.
This woman they scized, dragged her from her
chariot, and, with the most revolting indecency,
tore her clothes off, and then rent her limb from
limb. By another account Cyril himselt is ace
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cused as having instigated, from jealousy of the
fair Platonist’s numerous hearers, this horrble act.
1t is grievous to add, that, through bribes and in-
terest at the imperial court, the affair remained
unpunished : nor do we hear that the Jews ob-
tained either redress, or restoration to their homes
and property.

We gladly avert our eves to catch a few occa-
sional gleams of better fecling among the Christian
hierarchy towards the subjects of our history. It
is related that such was the spirit of love produced
by the example of the good Hilary, in his diocese
of Poitiers, in Gaul, that at his tuncral the Israel-
ites were heard chantiug in Hebrew their mourn-
ful psalins of lameutation for the Christian Bishop.
Many traits of friendly fecling, and of amicable
correspondence with respectable Jews, occur in
the clegant works of Sidomus Apollinaris.

In the mean time the Jewish patriarchate, after
having exercised its authority for nearly three
centuries, expired in the person of Gamahel.  Its
fall had been prognosticated by many visible sigms
of decay and dissolution. The Jews, ever more
and more dispersed, became probably a less influ-
ential part of the population in Palestine ; at least,
those in the Holv Land bore a less proportion to the
numbers scattered throughout the world ; and thus
the bonds of authority over the more remote com-
munities gradually relaxed. A law of Honorius
gave a signal blow to its opulence: it prolubited
the exportation of the annual tribute from Rome,
probably from the Western Empire.  Five years
after, it is true, this law was repealed, and the
Patriarch resumed bis rights ; but the Jews were
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deprived, by another statute, of the agency—an
oftice, now apparently become lucrative, which
their active habits of trade enabled them to fill
with great advantage to themselves. At length,
a law of Theodosius, which has been differently
understood. either stripped the Patriarch of the
honorary title of Prefect, which had been assigned
to him by former emperors, and thus virtually de-
stroved his authority, or as some—inaccurately,
we  conceive—suppose, expressly abolished  the
oftice.  The crime imputed to the Patriarch was
his erecting new svnagogues, in defiance of the
imperial laws. At all events, Gamalicl—even if
after this <tatute he maintained the empty name
of Patriarch—at lns death had no suceessor; and
this spiritual monarchy of the West was for ever
dissohved It mayv he said that the dominion
passed into the hands of the Rabbinical aristo-
cracy.  The Jerusalem Talmud had already been
compiled, as a new code s it embodied and pre-
served the learning of the schools in Palestine,
which. before the tall of the Patriarchate, had
almost come to an end. But the later compila-
tion, the Talmud of Bahvlon, eclipsed the more
obscure and less perfeet work of the Palestinian
Jews, and beeame the daw and the religion of the
whole race of Isracl.
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Tue irruption of the Northern Barbarians during
the latter half of the fourth to about the end of
the fifth century, so completely disorcanized the
whole frame of socicty, that the condition of its
humblest members could not but be powerfully
influenced by the total revolution in the govern-
ment, in the possession of the soil, and in the
social character of all those countries which were
exposed to their inroads. The Jews were widely
dispersed in all the provinces on which the storm
fell—in Belgium, along the course of the Rhine
—in such parts of Germany as were civilized—in
Gaul, Ltaly, and Spain.  Of their original progress
into these countries, history takes no notice ; for
thev did not migrate in swarms, or settle in large
bodies, but somctimes as slaves, following the
fortunes of their masters; sometimes as single
enterprising traders, they travelled on and ad-
vanced as convenience or profit tempted, till they
reached the verge of civilization.  On them the
successive inroads and conquests of the Barbarians
fell much more lightly than on the native inhabit-
ants. Attached to no fixed residence, with little
interest in the laws and usages of the different
provinces ; rarely encumbered with landed pro-
perty, or with immoveable effects, sojourners, not
settlers, denizens rather than citizens, they could
retreat, before the cloud burst, to the more secure
and peaceful dwellings of their brethren, and bear
with them the most valuable portion of their
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goods. True citizens of the world, they shifted
their quarters, and found new channels for their
trade as fast as the old were closed. But the
watchful son of Isracl fled to return again, in
order that he might share in the plunder of the
uncircumcised.  Through burning towns and
ravaged ficlds he travelled, regardless of the sur-
rounding miserv which enveloped those with whom
he had no ties of attachment;—if splendid cities
became a prev to the flames, or magnificent
churches lay in ashes, his meaner dwelling was
abandoned without much regret, and with no
serious loss; and even his svnagogue might
perish in the common ruin, without cither deeply
wounding the religious feelings of the worship-
pers, who had no peculiar local attachment to
the spot, or inflicting any very grievous loss on a
community who could re-establish, at no great
expense, their humble edifice. If, indeed, indi-
vicrucals experienced considerable losses, their whole
trading community had great opportunities of re-
imbursement, which they were not likely to over-
look or neglect in the wild confusion of property
which attended the conquests of the invaders.
Where battles were fought, and immense plunder
fell into the power of the wandering Barbarians,
the Jews were still at hand to traflic the worthless
and glittering baubles with which ignorant savages
are delighted, or the more uscful, but compara-
tively clieap instruments and weapons of iron and
brass, for the more valuable commodities, of
which they knew not the price or the use,  These,
by the rapid and secret correspondence which,
po doubt, the Israelites had already established
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with their brethren in every quarter of the world,
were transported into more peaceful and un-
plundered regions, which still afforded a market
for the luxuries and ornaments of life.  As to the
particulars of this commerce, we have no certain
mformation, as, in truth, the fact rests rather on
inference than on positive data; but it it existed
1o the extent we believe, it must have been highly
lucrative, when the venders were icnorant bar-
barians, and the purchasers intelligent, and, pro-
bably, not over-scrupulous traders, well acquainted
with the price which every article would bear in
the different markets of the civilized world.  Nor
i> it hmprobable that, by keeping alive the spirit
of commerce, which might otherwise have become
utterly extinet amid the general insceurity, the
interruption of the usual means of communica=
tion, and the occupation of the roads by wild
marawders, they conferred a great advantage on
society, by promoting the cwilization of these
wild and warlike hordes. But we have ample
cvidence that one great branch of commerce tell
almost entirely into the hands of the Jews—ihe
internal slave-trade of Europe. It is impossible
to suppose but that this strange state ot things
must have inspired a sort of revengeful satisfac-
tion into the mind of the zealous Israclite.  While
lis former masters, or, at least, his rulers, the
Christians, were wailing over their desolate ficlds,
their rumed churches, their pillaged monasteries,
their violated convents, he was growing rich amid
the general ruin, and, perhaps, cither purchasing
for his own dowmestic service, at the cheapest price,
the fairest youths, and even high-born maidens,
VOL. 111, P
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or driving his gangs of slaves to the different
markets, where they still bore a price. 'The
Church beheld this evil with avowed grief and
indignation. In vain popes issued their rescripts,
and councils uttered their interdicts: the ne-
cessity for the perpetual renewal both of the
admonitions of the former, and the laws of the
latter, show that thev Lad not the power to re-
press a practice which they abhorred.  The
languape of their cdicts was, at first, just and
moderate.  The Christians had, probably, the
wisdom to perceive that, however apparently dis-
graceful to their cause, and productive of much
misery, it had also its advantages, in mitigating
the horrors and atrocities of war.  Servitude
was an evil, particularly when the Christian was
enslaved to an Infidel or a Jew, but it was the
only alternative to avoid massacre.  Conquening
savages will onlv respect human life, where it
is of value as a disposable article—they will make
captives only  where  captives  are useful and
saleable. In the interior of Africa, it may be
questionable how far the slave-trade increases or
allavs the barbarity of warlike tribes.  No doubt
many marauding expeditons are undertaken, and
even wars between different tribes and nations
entered into, with no other motive or object of
plunder except the miserable beings which sup-
ply the slave-marts; but where the war arises
from other causes, it would probably terminate
in the relentless externination of the conquered
party, if they were not spared, some may say, and
with justice, for the more pitiable fate of being
carried across the desert as a marketable comino-
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dity. But with the northern tribes, the capture
of slaves was never the primary object of their
invasions ; they moved onwand either in search of
new setticments, or propelled by the vast mass of
increasing population among the tribes bevond
them : at this period, therefore. this odious com-
merce must have greatly tended to mitigate the
horrors of war, which the state of socicty rendered
inevitable.

From the carliest period after Christianity as-
sumed the reins of the empire, the possession of
Christian slaves by the circumcised had offended
the dominant partv.  Constantne issued a severe
law, which prohubited the Jews, under pain of con-
fiscation of property, from having a Christian
slave : but this law was either never executed, or
fell into disuse. A law of Honorius only prohi-
bited the conversion of Christian slaves to Judaism,
not interfering with, or rather fully recognising,
their right of property in their bondsmen.  After
the evil had grown, through the incessant barbaric
wars, to a much greater magnitude, the Council of
Orleans (A.C. 540) touk the lead, but with great
fairness and moderation, in the laudable attempt
to alleviate its baneful effects on the religious as
well as the temporal state of the slave.  That as-
sembly enacted, ** Thatif a slave was commanded
to perforin any service incompatible with his reli-
gion, and the master procecded to punish lom for
disobedience, he might find an asylum in any
church : the clergy of that church were on no ac-
count to give him up, but to pay his full value to
the master.” The fourth council of the same
place (A.C. 541) goes further: * If a slave under

p 2
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such circumstances should claim the protection of
any Christian, he is bound to afford it, and to re-
deem the slave at a fair price.”  Further: ¢ Any
Jew who makes a proselvte to Judaism, or takes
a Christian slave to himself (probably as wife or
concubine), or iy the promise of freedom bribes
one born a Christian to forswear his faith, and
embrace Judaism, loses his property in the slave.
The Christian who has accepted his freedom on
such terms, shall not presume to fulfil the condi-
tion, for a born Christian who embraces Judaism
is unworthy of liberty.”  The first Council of Ma-
con (A.C.582) enacts, * That according to the
laws, both ceclesiastical and envil, the conditions
by which a Christian, either as a captive in war
or by purchase, has become slave to a Jew, must
be respected. But since complaints have arisen
that Jews living in the great and small towns have
been so shameless as to refuse a fair price for the
redemption of such bondsmen, no Christian can
be compelled to remain in slavery; but every
Christian has a right to redeem ¢ hnsu.m slaves
at the price of uwh ¢ solidi.® (1o such a price had
human life fallen,) either to restore them to free-
down, or to retain them as his own slaves ; for it
were unjust that those whom our Saviour has re-
deemed by his blood, should groan in the fetters
of his persecutors.”  These laws produced little
effect ; for inthe first place they caleulated, far
beyond the character of the age, on the predomi-
nance of Christian charity over the love of lucre,

* According to the caleulation adopted by Gibbon for
this period, about 3Gs, of vur money.
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both in the clergy and the laitv. Besides, the
whole administration of law had fallen into the
worst disorder.  Every provinw or district had its
separate jurisdiction ; no uniformity of svstem
could prevail ; and where the commonalty, many
of the administrators of the law, and even the
clergy, could neither write nor read, the written
rescripts of councils were often but a dead letter.
The fourth Council of Toledo (A.C. 633) recog-
nized the practice of Jewish slave-dealing as in
full force. The tenth at the smne place (A C. 653)
complains that  cven the clergy, in defiance of
the law, sold captives to Jews and heathens.” At
the close of the siath century, one of the wisest
and most humane pontifls filled the Papal chair,
Gregory the First. The Pope in his pastoral let-
ters alternately denounces, bewails, and by autho-
mtative rebuke and appeal to the better teelin: rs,
endeavours to suppress, this ** cruel and impious”

traflic, which stil existed in Italy, Sicily, and the
South of France.  He writes to Fortunatus, ** that
he has reccived an account that a Jewish mis-
creant has built an altar, and forced or bribed his
Christian slaves o worshipupon it.”  The prefect
was directed to inflict corporal chastisement on
the offender, and to cause all the slaves to receive
their freedom.  The next year he writes td Ve-

nantius, Blslmp of Luni, in Tuscany, rclmkmg
him for pcrnutum{ Christian slaves to come into
the power of Jewish masters, contrary to his duty.

Those who had been long in the possession of
such masters, were to be considered as villains
attached to the soil (the Jews, it should seem,
were considerable landed proprietors or cultivators
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of the land in Italv). But if the Jew resisted, or
abused his seignorial right to transplant the slave
from the =oil to which he belonged. he was to
lose his lease of land, as well as his right over the
slave. Gregory distinguishes between the pos-
session and the trade in slaves. No Jew or
heathen, who was desirous of becoming a Chris-
tian, was to be retamed in slaverv.,  Lest the Jew
should complain that he is robbed of his property,
this rule is to be observed :—it” heathen slaves,
bought as an article of trade. within  three
months after the sale, and before thev find another
purchaser, wish w embrace Christanity, the Jew
shall receive the full price from a Christian slave-
purchaser: if after that time. he shall imme-
diatelv obtain s freedom, as it is evident thatthe
Jew keeps him not tor sale, but for service.  This
was, as it were—within the dominions of the
Papacy, at least, almost bordering on his own
particular diocese.  In the Gallic provinces, as
probably his power was less implicithy acknow-
ledged, o his tone is less peremptory.  The slaves
in such cases were to be repurchased out of the
goods of the Church.  Gregory writes to Can-
didus, a presbyter in Gaul ;—** Dommic, the bearer
of this letter, has with tears made known to us,
that his four brother- have been hought by the
Jews, and are at present their slaves at Narbonne.
We direct vou to make inquiry into the transac-
tion, and, if it be true, to redeem them at a proper
price, which you will charge in your accounts,
t. ¢ deduct from the annual pavment made w
Rome.” Three years earlier he writes to Janu-
arius, bishop of Cagliari, in Sardinia, rebuking
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him, because certain slaves, belonging to Jews,
who had taken refuge in a church, had been given
up to the unbelievers. He here declares ¢ that
every slave so secking baptism becomes free,
and the treasures of the poor (4. e. the goods of
the Church) are not to suffer loss for their
redemption.”

There is a very curious letter to Furtunatus,
bishop of Naples, approving his ardent zeal in
favour of Christian slaves bought by the Jews in
the Gallic provinces. The Pontifll had intended
entirelv to interdict the trade.  But a certain Jew,
Basilius, with several others, had waited upon him,
and stated that this traflic was recognized by the
judicial authorities, and that it was only by acci-
dent that Christian slaves were bought among the
heathen.  In a solemn tone, the Poutit thus
writes to Thierri and Theodebert, Kings of the
Franks, and to Queen Brunchaut:— We are in
amazement that, in vour himgdom, Jews are per-
witted to possess Christian slaves.  For what are
Christians but members of Christ's body. who, as
ve know—as we all know, is their head? s it
not most inconsistent to honour the head, and to
allow the members to be trampled on by his enee
mies 7 We entreat your Majesties to expel this
baneful traflic from your dominions—so will ye
show vourselves true worshippers of  Almighty
God, by delivering his faithful from the hands of
their adversaries.”  Another letter of Gregory to
Leo, bishop of Catania in Sicily, establishes the
curious fact, that the Samaritans were likewise
widely dispersed, and shared this traflic with the
Jews:—* A circumstance, both revolting and con-



216 HISTORY OF THE JEWS.

trary to the law, hath been made known to us—a
circumstance, if true, worthy of the strongest re-
probation and the heaviest punishment. We
understand that certain Samaritans resident at
Catania buy heathen slaves, whom they are so
daring as to circumcise.  You must investigate
this affair with impartial zeal, take such slaves
under the protection of the Church, and not sufter
thesc men to receive any repavment.  Besides
this loss, they must be punished to the utmost ex-
tremity of the law.”" According to the Roman
law, which still prevailed in Sicily, the penalty of
circumcising slaves was death and confiscation of
property.  In all other respects, this wise and vir-
tuous Pontiff religiously maintained that tolerance
towards the Jews which they enjoved, with few
exceptions. during this period of confusion ; and
even for some time after the conversion of the
barbarian monarchs to Christianity.  For all this
time the Church was cither sadlv occupied in
mourning over the ravages which enveloped the
clergy and the people in common ruin, or more
nobly in imparting to the fierce conquerors the
humanizing and civilizing knowledge of Christia-
nity. It had not the power,—we trust, in these
times of adversity, that best school of Christian
virtue, not the will—to persecute.  There is a
remarkable picture of the state of the Jews in
Africa, in a tract printed among the works of St
Augustine, called the * Altercation between the
Synagogue and the Church.”  The date of this
record is uncertain ; but it seems earlier, rather than
later, as Basnage supposes, than the Vandal con-
quest of that region.  The Synagogue maintains
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that *¢ it 1s neither the slave nor the servant of the
Church, since her sons are free; and instead of
being constrained to wear fetters and other marks of
servitude, have full liberty of navigation and of
commerce.” This seems to indicate considerable ex-
tent of trade.  On the other hand, the Church re-
joins thatthe Synagogue is obliged to pay tribute to
the Christians, that a Jew cannot pretend to the
empire, or to become a count (comes) or governor
of a province; that hie cannot enter into the senate
or the army ; that he is not even received at the
tables of men of rank; and that if heis allowed
the means of obtaining a livelihood, it is only to
prevent his perishing of hunger.  Theodoric, the
Arian Gothie king of Italy, it has already been
observed, openly protoctcd the Jews. His secre-
tarv, ( dssmdonus, prompted and encouraged this
enlightened policy.  The king lost no opportunity
of (‘,\‘pr(‘ssing: his opinion, that the Israelites
showed an excessive zeal for the goods and for
the peace of this world, while they lost all thought
of immortality; but he discountenanced and re-
pressed all jnsult and violence.  He reproved the
senate of Rome, because on account of some pri-
vate quarrel the synagogue had been burned.
He strongly rebuked the clergy of Milan, who
had endeavourcd to make themselves masters of a
synagogue and all its property.  He repressed the
people of Genoa, who had abrogated all the privi-
logvs of the Jews, long resident among them—had
risen, pillaged, and unroofed the svnagogue. The
king directed that the Israclites should be reine
stated in their privileges, and permitted to rebuild
their synagogue, provided that it was a plain
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building, and covered no larger space of ground
than their former one. This was at the end of
the fifth centurv. It was about the end of the
sixth that the Pope himself assumed the saintly
office of protector of the oppressed.  From se-
veral of the letters of Gregory the First, it appears
that the Jews had laid their grievances before him
in person, and obtained redress. He severely
rebuked those whose intemperate zeal had led
them to insult the svnagogues, by placing the
mmages of the Virgin and the crucified Redeemer
within their walls; vet he was by no means re-
miss in his attempts to convert these unbelievers.
The tyrannical and bloody Chilperic, the cotem-
porary king of Paris and Svissons, with the fieree
and ignorant ardour of a man who hoped by his
savage zeal for Christian faith to obtain remission
of his dreadful violations of Christian virwue, com-
pelled the Jews, who seem to have been numer-
ous and wealthy, to receive baptism.  But it was
observed, that these compulsory comverts observed
their own sabbath as strictly as that of the Chris-
tians ; and Priscus, the head of the nation, openly
expressed his abhorrence of the tenets of Chris-
tianity. He was imprisoned, released on payment
of a large sum of money, but commanded to marry
his son to a Christian woman. Phatir, a con-
verted Jew, related to the king by marriage, set
on him, murdered him, and fled with his com-

nions to an asylum in the church of St. Julian.
ﬁe assassin was pardoned, retired into Burgundy,
but was killed a short time after.  But the Pope
employed more gentle and politic, and doubtless
more effective, means of conversion. le forbade,
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as we have said, all outrage or insult; but, as we
have also seen, he executed rigidly the Laws of
Asvlum, by which the Jews daily lost their slaves ;
and while by his protection he appealed to their
better feelings, he laid a temptation in the way
of their avarice, by offering remission of taxes to
all converted Jews.  We shall hereafter see the
manner in which Spain maintained its dark distine-
tion of being the first, as well as the most ardent
votary of religious persecution, and the fatal con-
sequences of her inplacable intolerance.

Scarcely had the world begun to breathe after
the successive shocks which its social state had
received from the inroads of the Northern barba-
rians—scarcely had it begun to assume some ap-
pearance of order, as the kingdoms of the Goths,
the Vaudals, the Lombards, and the Franks, suc-
cessively arose upon the broken ruins of the
Roman  empirc—when  Mahometanism  suddenly
broke forth, and, spreading with irresistible ra-
pidity over great part of Asia, the north of Africa,
and Spain, cffected a complete revolution in the
government, the manners, and the religion of half
the world.  The Persian kingdom tell at once, and
the Magian religion was almost extinguished. In
the Asiatic provinces, Christianity, excepting in
Armenia, was reduced to an inconsiderable and
persecuted scet; a magnificent mosque replaced
the Jewish temple on the summit of Moriah, the
flourishing churches of Africa, the dioceses of Cy-
prian and Augustine, were yielded up to the inter-
preters of the Koran, and the cross found a pre-
carious refuge among the mountains of the Astu=
rias, while the crescent shone over the rich vallies
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of Spain, and the splendid palaces of Grenada and
Cordova. Such a revolution, as it submitted them
to new masters, could not but materially affect the
condition ofthe Tews. Inmost respects, the change
was hichly favourable ; for, though sometimes
despised and persecuted by the Saracenic cmpe-
rors and caliphs. in general their state was far less
precarious and depressed than under the Chris-
tians ; and thev rose to their great era of distine-
tion in wealth, cultivation, and in letters, under
the mild dominion of the Arabian dynasty in
Spain, -

In order to trace the influence of this great re-
volution. we return to the East, and survey the
state of the Jews—I1. Under the Byzantine em-
pire—II. Under the later Persian monarchs—and
IIL. In Arabia.  The Greek empire was rapidly
verging to decav : the imperial court was a scene
of intrizue and licentiousness, more like that of an
Asiatic sultan, than of the heir of the Roman name ;
the capital was distracted by factions, not set in
arms in sup}mrl of any of those great principles
which dignifv, if they do not vindicate, the vio-
lence of hum-n passions, but in assertion of the
superior skill of dancers and charioteers—the
circus, not the senate, was the scene of their tur-
bulence—the actor, not the orator, was the object
of popular excitement.  An cunuch, Narses, and
a Thracian peasant, Belisarius, alone maintained
the fame of Rome for valour and ability in war.
The Church was rapidly increasing in power, but
by no means, notwithstanding the virtues and
talents of men like Chrysostom, in the great attri-
butes of the Christian religion—wisdom, holiness,
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and mercy. The Jews, probably by their industry
as traders, and their connexion with their brethren
in the East, ministered considerably to the splen-
dour and luxury of the imperial court; but the
fall of the Patriarchate, and the dispersion of the
community in Palestine, which scems entirely to
have lost the centre of unity which it possessed in
the religious capital, Tiberias, lowered the whole
race in general estimation.  They were no longer
a native commnunity, or, it might almost be said, a
state, whose existence was recounized by the su-
yreme power, and who possessed an ostensible
kcad, through whom the will of the sovereign
might be communicated, or who might act as the
representative of the nation.  They sank into a
scct, little differing from other religious commu-
nities which refused to acknowledge the supre-
macy of the established Church. In this hght
they are considered in the imperial laws.  Hi-
therto they had enjoved the rights of Roman
citizenship ; but the emperors now began to ex-
clude from offices ot honour and dignity all who
did not conform to the dominant faith. In the
sixth year of Justin the Elder, a law was promul-
gated to the following effect:—All unbelievers,
heathens, Jews, and Samaritans, shall henceforth
undertake no office of magistracy, nor be invested
with any dignity in the state ; neither be judges,
nor prefects, nor guardians of cities, lest they may
have an opportunity of punishing or judging
Christians, and even bishops.  They must be
likewise excluded from all nulitary functions,  In
case of the breach of this law, all their acts are
null and void, and the offender shall be punished
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by a fine of twenty pounds of gold. This law,
which comprehends Samaritans as well as Jews,
leads us to the curious fact of the importance
attained by that people during the reigns of Justin
and Justinian. Hitherto their petty religious re-
public seems to have lurked in peaceful insigni-
ficance ; now, not only do its members appear
dispersed along the shores of the Mediterranean,
sharing the commerce with their Jewish brethren
in Egvpt, Italy, and Sicily, but the peace of the
empire was disturbed by their fierce and frequent
insurrections in Palestine.  Already in the pre-
ceding reigm, that of Zeno, their citv of Sichem,
which had now assumed the name of Neapolis,
(Naplous.) had been the scene of a sangumary
tumult, of which we have only the Christian narra-
tive—the rest must be made up, in some degree,
from conjecture. The Samaritans still possessed
their sacred mountain of Gerizim, on which
they duly paid their devotions; no stately temple
rose on the summit of the hill, but the lofty height
was consecrated by the veneration of ages.  Itis
not improbable that the Christiuns, who werc always
zealously disposed to invade the sanctuary of un-
belief, and to purify, by the crection of a church,
every spot which had been long profaned by any
other form of worship, might look with holy im-
patience for the period when a fane in honour
of Christ should rise on the top of Mount Geri=
zim. The language of our Lord to the woman of
Samaria, according to their interpretation, pro-
phetically foreshowed the dedication of that holy
mountain to a purer worship. No motive can
be suggested, so probable, as the apprehension of
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such’a design, for the furious, and, as we are told,
unprovoked attack of the Samaritans on the Chris-
tian church in Naplous. They broke in on Easter-
day—slew great numbers—seized the Bishop
Terebinthus in the act of celebrating the Holy
Sacrament—wounded him—cut off several of his
fingers, as thev clung with pious tenacity to the
consecrated emblems, which the invaders misused
with such sacrilegious and shameless fury as a
Christian dared not describe.  The bishop fled to
Constaminnple, appeared before the Emperor,
showed his mutilated hands, and at the same time
reminded him of our Lord’s prophecy. Zeno
commanded the offenders to be severely punished,
expelled the Samaritans from Gerizimn ; and the
Christians had at length the satisfaction of be.
holding a chapel to the Virgin on the peak of
the holy mountain, surrounded by a strong wall
of brick, where, however, a watch was com-
stantly kept to guard it from the Samaritans.
During the reign of Anastasius, some Zealots, led
by a woman, clambered up the steep side of the
precipice, reached the church, and cut the guard
to picces.  They then cried out to their country-
men below to join them ; but the timid Sanraritans
refusedto hearken to their call ; and Procopius, the
governor, a man of prudence and decision, allayed
the tumult by the punishment of the oftenders.
This chapel was still further strengthened by Jus-
tinian ; and five other churches, destroved by the
Samaritans, rebuilt.

The rankling animosity between the two reli-
gions—aggravated, no doubt, by the intolerant
laws of Justinian, hereafter to be noticed—broke
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out in a ferocious, though desperate insurrection.
A certaiit Julian, by some reported tehave been a
robber chieftain, appeared at the head of the Sa-
maritans. He assumed, it is averred, the title of
King, and even had sume pretensions to the cha-
racter of a Messiah. All around Naplous they
wasted the possessions of the Christians with fire
and sword, bumed the churches, and treated the
pricsts with the most shameless indignities. By
one account Julian is said to have entered Naplous
while the games were celebrating.  The victor
was named Nicias ; Julian summoned him before
his presence, demanded his religion : on his reply
that he was a Christian, he struck his head off at
a blow. The whole district was a desert; one
bishop had fallen in the massacre, and many priests
were thrown into prison or torn in picces. A great
force was sent into the province ; and, after a
bloody battle, the Samaritans were defeated, Ju-
lian slain, and Silvanus, the most barbarous cnemy
of the Christians, taken and put to death.  One,
however, of the iusurgents, named Arsenius, found
his way to Constantinople. He was a man of great
cloquence and ability, and succeeded in comvineing
the Emperor, who was usually cutirely under the
priestly influence, as well as the Empress, that
the Christians were the real authors of this insur-
rection. The ecclesiastics of Palestine were seized
with amazement and terror at the progress of this
man—whom they characterize as * a crafty and
wicked liar "—in the favour of the Emperor. They
had recourse to St. Sabas, and induced hin to
undertake a mission to Constantinople in their
defence. The vencrable age (he was niucty years
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old) and the sanctity of Sabas triumplied over, it
may be feard, the reason and justice of Arsenius.
The Samaritans were condemned; the leaders of
the insurrection adjudged to death ; the rest of
the people expelled, and interdicted from settling
again in Naplous ; and, by a strange edict, the
Samaritans were no longer to inherit the property
of their fathers.  Arsenius himself bowed to the
storm, and embraced Christianity : many of the
Samaritans, at the preaching of Sabas, or more
probably to secure their property to their children,
followed his example, or pretended to do sv, with
hypocrisy which may offend, but cannot surprise.
The Emperor offered magmificent presents to Na-
bas : the holy man rejected every personal advan-
tage ; but requested a remission of taxes for his
brethren, whose fields had been wasted, and pro-
perty burned, in the recent tumults,

This apparent success in converting the great
part of an obstinate race of unbelievers to the
true faith, with some other events of the same
nature, no doubt encouraged Justmian in his se«
vere legislative enactinents against the Jews and
Samaritans.  These nations were confounded with
the recreant or disobedient sons of the Church,
the heretics @ they were deprived of all civil dig-
nities, and at the same time compelled to under-
take the offices attached to those dignities.  Every
burthen of society was laid upon them; but the
honour and distinction which should be the insepa-
rable rewards of such public services were sternly
denied.  The proselyting zeal which dictated the
coustitutions of Justinian entered into the bosom

of familics, under the specious pretext of securing
VOL. 111, o
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Christian converts from the unwarrantable exer-
cise of the parental authority. Either supposing
that the law which forbade the intermarriages of
Samaritans or Jews with Christians was perpetu-
ally eluded, or providing for the case of one party
becoming a convert while the other adhered to his
faith, Justinian enacted that among parents of
different religions, the chief authority should rest
with the true religion: in defiance of the father,
the children were to be under the care of the
mother ; and the father could not, on the ground
of religion, refuse either a maintenance, or his
necessary expenses to the child. ¢ Unbelieving
parents, who have no other well-grounded cause
of complaint against their believing children, are
bound to leave them their property, to afford them
a maintenance, to provide them with all necessa-
ries, to marry them to true believers, to bestow on
them dowries and bridal presents according to the
decree of the prefect or the bishop.”™  Further,
the true believing children of unbelieving parents,
if they have been guilty of no act of delinquency
towards them, shall receive that share of their in-
heritance, undiminished, which would have fallen
to them it their parents had died intestate ; and
every will made in contravention of this regulation
is declared null and void.  If they have been
guilty of any delinquency, they may be indicted
and punished ; but even then they bave a right to
a fourth part of the propenty.

The above edict included both Jews and Sama-
ritans : in the following, an invidious distinction
was made. In litigations between Christians and
Jews, or Christians among each other, the testis
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mony of a Jew or a Samaritan was inadimissible :
in the litigations of Jews among each other, the
Jew’s testimony was valid ; that of a Samaritan as
of a Manichean of no value. Another statute en-
acted that the synagogues of the Samaritans should
be destroved, and whoever attempted to rebuild
them should be severely punished. The Samari-
tans were entirelv deprived of the right of be-
queathing their property : only true believers might
presume to administer to the effects of a heretic,
whether he died with or without a will.  Thus no
Samaritan had more than a life interest in his pro-
perty ; unless his son was an apostate, it was for
ever alienated, and went to a stranger, or to the
imperial treasury.  No Samaritan might bear any
oftice, neither teach nor plead in courts of law :
impediments were even placed in the way of his
conversion : if he conformed in order to obtain an
office, he was obliged to bring his wife and chil-
dren with him to the church. Not merely could he
not bequeath, he could not convey property to an
unbeliever ; if he did so, it was confiscated to the
treasury. The children of mixed marriages must
be believers, or forfeit their inheritance ; or where
this was partly the case, the unbelieving children
were excluded. ¢ The true believers alone inherit :
if none are members of the Church, it passes to
the nearest relations: in default of these, to the
treasury. The Prefects and Bishops are to en-
force these statutes in their respective districts, and
the infringement of them is to be punished by the
severest penalties.”  These cruel statutes—which
sowed dissension in the bosom of every family,
caused endless litigations among the nearest
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relatives, almost offered a premium on filial dis-
obedience, and enlisted only the basest motives
on the side of true religion—were either too fla-
grantly iniquitous to be put in execution, or
shocked the cooler judgment of the Imperial le-
gislator.

A decree was issued a few vears afier, modifving
these enactments, but in such a manner as perhaps
might tempt the sufferers to quote, if they had
dared, the sentence of their own wise king, ** that
the tender mercies of wicked men are cruel.,” In
this edict, after some pompous sclf-adulation on his
own clemency, Justinian declared, that on account
of the good conduct of the Samaritans, attested by
Sergius, Bishop of Ciesarca, who, to his honour,
sceins to have mterposed in their behalf, the rigour
of the former laws was mitivated. The Samaritans
were permitted to make wills, to convey property,
to manumit slaves, to transact all business among
cach other. Itabandoned all claims of the treasury
upon their property ; but it retained the following
limitation, ** because it was just that Christian heirs
should have some advantage over unbelievers.”
Where part of the family had embraced Chris-
tianity, and the father died intestate, the children,
who were true believers, inherited to the exclusion
of the rest.  But in case the latter, at a subsequent
period, were converted, they were reinstated in
their inheritance, with the loss only of the interest
of those years during which they remained obsti-
nate. Where the father made a will, the unbe-
lieving heirs could not claim more than a sixth part;
the rest could only be obtained, as above, by the
change of their religion. A deceitful peace, main-
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tained by the establishment of a proconsulin Syria,
with a considerable body of troops, lasted for about
twenty~five years. At the end of that time a new
insurrection took place in Cuesarea ; the Jews and
Samaritans rose, attacked the Christians, demo-
lished the churches, surprised and massacred the
Prefect Stephanus in his palace, and plundered the
building. 'l'hc wife of Stephanus fled to Constan-
tinople, Adamantius was commissioned to inquire
into the origin of the tumult, and to proceed
against the guilty with the utimost rigour.  Of the
real cause we know nothing.  Adamantius con-
demued the insurgents, executed many, confiscated
the property of the most wealthy, probably for the
restoration of the churches, and reduced tfxc whole
province to peace.

As the Samaritans will appear no more in our
history, we pursue, to its tenmination, our account
of this people.  The Samaritans found means to
clude these laws, by submitting to baptism, re-
swming their property, and then quietly falling
back to their ancient faith. A law of Justin, the
son of Justinian, denounces this practice, and re-
enacts almost the whole iniquitous statute of his
father.  How far these measures tended to the
comparative extinction of the Samaritan race, we
cannot ascertain; but, at this ume, they had so
almost entirely in their hands the trade of money-
changing, that a money-changer and a Samaritan,
as, atterwarnlds, & Jew and an usurer, were equiva-
lent terms.  Yet, after this period, few and faint
traces of their existence, as a separate people, ap-
pear in history. In the seventcenth century, it
was discovered that a small community still dwelt
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in the neighbourhood of their holy mountain, and
had survived all the vicissitudes of ages, ina coun-
try remarkable for its perpetual revolutions ; that
they still possessed the copy of the Law in the old
Samaritan character; and even to this dav their
descendants, a feeble remnant of this once nume-
rous people, are visited with interest by the traveller
to the Holy Land.

The zeal of the emperor, while it burned more
fiercely against the turbulent and disaffected Sama-
ritans, in whose insurrections the Jews of Palestine
seemed to have shared both the guilt and the cala-
mities, did not neglect any opportunity of attempt-
ing either by force, or, we can scarcely hesitate
to add, fraud, the proselytism of the Jews dispersed
throughout the Eastern empire.  The two great
means of conversion were penal laws and miracles.
Among the boasted triumphs of the reconquest of
Africa from the Vandals, was the reduction to the
true faith of Borium, a town on the horders of the
Pentapolis, where the Jews are said to have had a
splendid temple, no doubt a synagogue more
costly than usual. The miracles of the age are
almost oo puerile to relate, we give one specimen
as characteristic of the times. It was the custom
of the Church to distribute the crumbs of the con-
secrated Host, which might remain, to children,
summoned for that purpose from their schools.
While Menas was bishop of Constantinople, the
child of a Jewish glass-hlower went to the church
with the rest, and partook of the sacred elements.
The father, inquiring the cause of his delay, dis-
covered what he had done.  In his fury he scized
him, and shut him up in the blazing furnace. The
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mother went wandering about the city, wailing and
seeking her lost offspring.  The third day she sat
down by the door of the workshop, still weeping,
and calling on the name of her child. The child
answered from the furnace, the doors were forced
open, and the child discovered sitting unhurt amid
the red-hot ashes. His account was, that a lady
in a purple robe, of course the Blessed Virgin, had
appeared and poured water on the coals that were
immediately around him. The unnatural father
was put to death, the mother and child baptized.
Such were the legends which were to convince that
people, who had rejected the miracles of Christ
and his Apostles.

The laws were probably little more effective,
and decply imbued with the darkness of the age.
An imperial decree, not easily understood, and not
worth much pains to understand, was issued, to
establish an uniformity in the time at which the
Jewish Passover and the Christian Easter were
celebrated. The Jews were forbidden, under heavy
pecuniary mulets, from following their own calcu-
lations. In the same edict, with singular ignorance
of the usages of the people for whom he was legis-
lating, Justinian prohibited the Jews from eating
the Paschal Lamb, a practice which they had dis-
continued for five centuries.  But the emperor had
an opportunity of inflicting upon Judaism a more
fatal blow, of which, it is probable, he himselt did
not apprehend entirely the important consequences.
A schism had arisen in the synagogues, between
the teachers and the commonalty, the clergy and
the laity of the Jews. With a singular abandon-
ment of their jealousy of all foreign interference in
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what may be called the domestic concerns of their
religion, an appeal was made to the emperor, and
the conflicting parties awaited his mandate on a
subject, where, one might have supposed, they
would ratker have looked for the interposition of
their God. The great point in dispute was the
language in which the Scripture was to be read,
and the expositions made, in the synagogue. On
the decision,the dominion of the Rabbins depend-
ed—it trembled to its foundations.  With the fall
of the Patriarchate, the connexion of the scattered
synagogrues of the West with Palestine had been
mterrupted ; the schools had likewise been entirely
closed. or fallen into disrepute ; the Semicha, or
ordination by the imposition of hands, formerly
received in Palestine, was suspended ; the learned
youth were obliged to seck their education in the
schools of Babylonia.  Thus they lost the sanctity,
which still, in popular opinion, attached to what-
ever came from the Holy Land; thev, probably,
were strangers, and by no means well acquainted
with the western languages.  The people, who had
now entirely forgotten both the ller(-w of the
Scriptures, and the vernacular language of Pales-
tine, began imperiously to demand the general use
of Greek translations.  The craft of the Rabbins
was in danger; it rested almost entirely on their
knowledge of the original Hebrew writings, still
more of the Mischnaioth and Talmudic Connuents.
Hebrew was the sacred language, and the lan-
guage of learning once superseded by Greek, the
mystery would be open 1o profane eyes, and reason
and plain common sense, instead of authority,
miglt become the bold interpreters of the written
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Law, perhaps would dare to reject cntirely the
dominion of tradition. In vain had been all their
painful and reverential labours on the Sacred
Books. Invain had they counted every letter,
every point, everv mark; and found mysteries in
the number of times in which each letter occurred
in the whole volume, in its position, in its relation
to other letters. The deep and hidden things of
the Law were inseparable from the Hebrew cha-
racter. Besides its plain and obvious meaning,
every text was significant of higher matters to the
ears of the initiate.  All the decisions of the schools,
all the savings of the Rabbins, were locked up in
that sacred language. The Mischna, and the Tal-
mud itself, might become a dead letter; for it the
Scriptures were read in the vernacular tongue, the
knowledge of Hebrew might cease to be a neces-
sary qualification of the teacher.  The Rabbins had
much reason, and more stubborn prejudices, on
their side.  The elder wise men had always looked
with jealousy on the encroachment of Greek let-
ters.  ** C'ursed be he that cateth swine's flesh, and
teacheth his child Greek,” had been an old axiom,
perhaps, from the time of the Asmoneans.  They
were fighting for life and death, and armed them-
selves with all the spiritual terrors they could as-
sume.  They fulminated their anathemas; they
branded their opponents as freethinkers and athe-
ists.  Atlength the affair came before the emperor.
Whether his passion for legislation, which some-
times, even the Christian bishops complained, in-
duced Justinian to intrude into concerns beyond
his provinee, led him to regulate the synagogue ;
or whether the disputes ran so high as to disturb
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the public pcace, and demand the interference of
the supreme authority, or whether the appeal was,
in fact, voluntarily made; an edict was issued,
which is still extant among the imperial constitu-
tions. It enacted, that no one, who wished to do
80, should be prevented from reading the Greek
Scriptures in the synagogue; it enjoined those who
read Greek, to use the Translation of the Seventy,
which had been executed under the special, though
less manifest influence of the Holv Ghost, because
the prophecies relating to Christianity were most
clear in that translation ; but it did not prolibit
the version of Aquila, or any other. It positively
interdicted the use of the Mischnah, as the inven-
tion of worldly men, which misled the people into
miserable superstition. None of the Archipere-
citee, the readers of Peracha, or Extracts of the
Talmud, on pain of confiscation of goods, and cor-
poral chastisement, were to forbid the use of other
languages, or dare to utter bau or interdict against
such practices.  On the other hand, freethinking,
atheism, and such crimes, were to be severely
punished ; whoever denied the existence of God,
of the angels, the creation, and final judgment,
was condemned to death. The law terminated
with a solemn admonition to read the Scriptures,
80 as to improve their spirits and hearts, and in-
crease in knowledge and morality. The law
was wise and moderate ; but, as Jost observes, the
emperor probably prevented its operation by be-
traying too openly its object—the convension of
the Jews. The spirit of the age was against him
—the Rabbins eventually triumphed—the Talnud
maintained its authoritv.
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In his former persecuting edicts, the short-
sighted emperor had alike miscalculated his own
strength and the weakness of the Jews. Rome, in
the zenith of her power, might despise the discon-
tents of a scattered people, or a mutinous province,
but in these disastrous times, it was dangeroue for
the fecble Eastern empire to alienate the affections
of the meanest of its subjects. The Jews had the
power, and could not be expected to want the de-
sire of vengeance.  Even in the West thev were of
some importance. During the siege of Naples by
Belisarius, the Jews, who loved the milder dominion
of the Gothic kings, defended one quarter of the
city with obstinate resolution, and vielded only
when the conqueror was within the gates.  On the
castern frontier, now that the Persian monarchy on
the Tigris was an cqual match for the wreck of the
Roman empire on the Bosphorus, an oppressed
and unruly population, on the accessible frontier
of Svria, holding perpetual intercourse with their
more favoured, though by no means unpersecuted,
brethren in Babylonia, might be suspected of
awaiting with ill-suppressed impaticnce the time
when, during some inevitable collision between
the two empires, they might find an opportunity of
vengeance on masters, against whom they had so
long un arrear of wrong. The hour at length
came ; but, as the affairs of the Jews in the Eastern
empire, at least in Palestine, are now inseparably
moulded up with those of Persia, we turm our at-
tention to the Eastern Jews, brieflv trace their
history down to the time of Justinian, and then
wirsue the mingled thread to the appearance of

ahomet.
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IL From the death of R. Asche, who com-
menced the Babvlonian Talmud, dark were the
davs of the children of the captivity. During the
reigns of the Persian kings from lzdigerdes to
Kobad. from about 430 to 530 (A.C".), the domi-
nant Magian religion oppressed alike the Christian
and the Jew. The sabbath, say the Jewish tradi-
tions, was taken away. Still, however, the Resch-
Glutha, or prince of the captivity, maintained his
state, and the famous schools of Nahardea, Sura,
and Pumbeditha, were open.  Civil discords had
nearly destroved the enfechled state; and the
house of David, from whose loins the princes of
the captivity deduced their rank, was well nigh
extinct. Here, as clsewhere, great jealousics ex-
isted between the temporal and spiritual power :
the former attempted, t‘xc latter would not endure,
encroachment.  The rupture took place when it
might have been expected that they woull have
lived in the greatest harmony ; for the prince of
the captivity, R. Huna, had married the daughter
of R. Chanina, the master of the schools. But
ambition listens not to the claims of blood and
kindred. The Resch-Glutha, or his judge, attempted
to interpret the Talmud in the presence of the wise
man.  Chanina resisted this usurpation of his

rovince. The Resch-Glutha decoved Chanina
into his power, plucked his beard, and cast him
forth interdicting all the inhabitants of the city
from affording him shelter, or the necessaries of
life. Chanina, we have no better history than this
legend to offer, wept and prayed. A pestilence
broke out in the roval family, and every soul
perished except a child, with which the widowed
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daughter of Chanina, the prince’s wife, was preg-
nant. (hanina dreamed a dream—he saw him-
self in a garden, where he cut down all the stately
cedars, one young plant alone remained. He was
awakened as by a violent blow on the head;
it scemed to reproach him for having thus cut off
all the lofty cedars of the house of David, and
forcibly reminded him of his duty to watch over
the single scion of the royal stock.  He waited
night and day by his daughter’s door; neither the
fiery heat of noon, nor torrents of rain, could in-
duce him to remove till the child was born.  He
took him and superintended his education with the
most diligent carc. In the mean time a certain
Paplhira, distantly allicd to the roval house, bought,
like the Roman Didius, the princely dignity, and
enjoyed it for fifteen yvears. At that convenient
time he came to a most ignoble end; a fiy flew
into his nose, and made lim sneeze so violently
that he died!  The young Zutra ascended the
throne.  During his reign of twenty vears, an
enthusiast, named Meir, brought ruin on the whole
community. He proclaimed himself, most pro-
bably, a Messiah; he pretended that a fiery column
preceded his march, and with four hundred despe-
rate followers he Jaid waste the country.  The
Persian king, Kobad, speedily suppressed the in-
surrection.  Meir was put to death, and all the
heads of the captivity were involved in his fate.
The prince of the captivity, Zutra, and R. Chanina
his tutor, were hanged.  This great insurrection
took place in 580, a year before Nushirvan’s ac
cession. At this disastrous period, many of the
Babylonian Jews wandered from their aflicted
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settlements ; some, it is believed, found their way
to the coast of Malabar. A son of Zutra fled to
Tiberias, where he renewed the Semicha, or lay-
ing-on of hands; and, it is supposed, contributed
to disseminate the Babylonian Talmud among the
Jews of the West.  Chosroes the Just, or Nushir-
van, who ascended the throne of Persia in the
fifth vear of Justinian, 531, was not more favour-
able to the Jews of Babylonia; their schools were
closed by authority ; but so great was the impa-
tience of the Palestinian Israelites under the op-
pressl\e laws of Justinian, that they looked with
anxious hope tu, and are reported by Christian
writers to have urged, by an offer of 50,000 men,
and by the splendid prospect of the plunder of
Christian Jerusalem. the hostile advance of the
Persian monarch.  These hopes were frustrated
by the conclusion of an *“ everlasting peace™ be-
tween Justinian and Nushirvan, in which the
pride of Rome was obliged 10 stoop to the pay-
ment ufa great sum of money,  The * everlasting
peace” endured barely seven years, and the hopes

of the Jews were again excited ; but their day of
vengeance was not vet come.  After extending
his conquests to Antioch, Nushirvan was con-
strained by the ability of Belisarius to retreat.
Peace was again concluded, Jerusalem remained
unplundered, and the Jews and Samaritans were
abandoned to the vindictive justice of their former
masters. Under Honnisdas, the successor of
Chosroes Nushirvan, the Babyvlonian Jews were
restored to their prosperity @ their schools in Pum-
beditha, Sura, and Nahardea, were reopened ; a
new order of doctors, the Gaouin, the llustrious,
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arose ; and their prince resumed his state.  After
the 1a|l and death of the weak Hormisdas, the
Jews espoused the party of the usurper Baharam,
or Varanes, against the son of Hormisdas, Chos-
roes the Second, the rightful heir of the throne, and
bv no means, we believe with Gibbon, the parri-
cide, who fled to implore, and obtained the assist-
ance of Maurice, mperor of the East. Among
the executions which followed the triumphant
restoration of Chosroes to the throne of his an-
cestors, the Jews had their full share. There was
a new Antioch built by Nushirvan, and peopled
with the inhabitants of the old city, whom he
transported thither, and who were struck with
agrecable astonishiment at finding the exact coun-
terpart of eveny house and street of their former
restdence.  The Jews tormed a considerable part
of this community, and when the storm first burst
on the city, Nabod, the general of Chosroes, in-
flicted on them the most dreadful penalties for
their dislovalty ; some were cut oft by the sword,
others tortured, others reduced to slavery.  But
this was vengeance, not persecution ; the Jews
submitted, and made their peace with Chosroes.
When that king, summoned alike by gratitude and
nmlnnon, prepared to burst on the B\ zantine eme-
pire, to revenge on the barbarous usurper Phocas,
the murder of his friend and protector Maurice,
aud that of his five sons, the Palestinian Jews
were in a state of frantic excitement, still further
aggravated by the persecutions of Phocas, who
compelled a great number of their brethren to
submit to baptism.  Ever rash in their insurrec-
tions, they could not wait the appointed time ; they
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rose in Antioch, set the splendid palaces of the
principal inhabitants on fire, slew numbers, treated
the Patriarch Anastasius with the worst indiguity,
and dragged him through the streets till he died.

Phocas sent Bonosus and Cotto against the in-
surgents, who defeated them with great loss, and
revenged, as far as they had time, the outrages
which had been committed in all quarters.  But
they were compelled to retreat, and the Jews be-
held, in a paroaysm of exultation, the unresisted
squadrons of Chosroes pouring over the frontier :
Antioch surrendered without a blow.,

Chosroes turned towards Constantinople : his
general, Carusia, advanced to the conquest of
Palestine and Jerusalem.  The Jews arose at his
approach ; from Tiberias and Nazareth they
joined him in great numbers, till their force
amounted, according to report, to 24,000 men.
Before the capwre of Jerusalem, new causes of
exasperation were added to the dreadful arrcars
of ancient vengeance.  In Tyre it is said that
the incredible number of 40,000 Jews had taken
up their dwelling.  They sent secret messengers
to all their brethren in Palestine, in Damascus,
in Cyprus, in the mountainous districts of Galilee,
and in Tiberias, to assemble suddenly before the
walls of that city, on the night of the Christian
Easter. The conspiracy reached the ears of the
Christians.  The Bishop and powerful citizens
seized the most wealthy of the Jews, threw them
into prison, and put the gates and walls in the
best possible state of defence.  The Jews ap-
peared, and revenged themselves by the destruc-
tion of the suburbs, for the failure of their
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surprise ; but every time a Christian clhurch,
the great object of their animosity, was set on
fire. the besicged struck off the heads of a hun-
dred Jewish prisoners, and cast them over the
wall.  This horrible retaliation produced no effect,
twenty churches sank into ashes, and the heads of
2000 Jews lay bleaching on the sand. At length,
on a rumour of the advance of the imperial forces,
the Jews retreated to join their brethren in the
casier achievement of entering, under the protec-
tion of their Persian allies, the streets of Christian
Jerusalem. It had come at length, the long-ex-
pected hour of triumph and vengeance : and they
did not neglect the opportunity.  They washed
away the profanation of the holy city in Christian
blood. The Persians are said to have sold the
miserable captives for monev.  The vengeance of
the Jews was stronger than their avarice; not
only did they not scruple to sacrifice their trea-
sures in the purchase of these devoted bondsmen,
they put to death without remorse all they had
purchased at a lavish price. It was a rumour of
the time that 90,000 perished.  Every Christian
church was demolished ; that of the Holy Sepul-
chire was the great object of furious hatred: the
stately building of Helena and Constantine was
abandoned to the flames ; * the devowt offerings
of three hundred vears were rifled in one sacri-
legious day.”  But the dream of Jewish trivmph
was short ; the hope of again possessing, if’ not
in independence, under the mild protection of the
Persian monarch, the holy city of their fore-
fathers, vanished in a few vears. The Emperor
Heraclius, who scemed to slumber on the throne
VOL. 111 R
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During the conflict between the Persian and
Roman emperors, a power was rapidly growing
up in the secret deserts of Arabia, wlich was to
erect its throne upon the ruins of both.  Mahomet
had already announced his religious doctrine—
“There is but one God, and Mahomet is lis pro-
phet”—and the vallies of Arabia had echoed with
the triumphant battle-cry of his followers, ** The
Koran or death.” The Jews were amony the first
of whom Mahomet endeavoured to make prose-
Ivtes—the first opponents—and the first victims
of the sanguinary teaching of the new Apostle.
For centuries, a Jewish kingdom, unconnected
cither with the Jews of Palestine or Babylonia,
had existed in that district of Arabia called, in
comparison to the stony soil of one part and the
sandy waste of the other, Arabia the Happy.  Of
their origin we have no distinct account; but
among the various afllictions and dispersions of
the Jewish people, it would have been extraordi-
nary if a place of refuge so near, and at the same
time 80 secure, had not tempted them to venture
on the perils of the desert—which, once passed,
presented an almost insuperable  barrier to the
pursuit of an enemy. Their mercantile brethren,
who visited the ports of the Red Sea, might bring
home intelligence of the plc asant vallies which
ran down tu the coast, and from which gales of
aromatic sweetness were wafted to their barks as
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they passed along.  Ancient tradition pointed,
and probably with truth, to these regions, as the
dwelling of that famous queen of Sheba who had
visited their great king in his splendour: and in
the hospitable dominions of hier descendants, the
race of Solomon’s subjects might find refuge.
In some respects, the 1{rabian tribes were their
brethren : they seem to have entertained great re-
spect, if they did not learn it from the Jews, for

e memory of Abraham ;—they practised circume
cision in Sabaea, like the Jews, on the eighth day,
and they abhorred swine's flesh. However they
came there, Jewish settlers, at least one hundred
and twenty vears before Chrst, had built cities
and castles, and established an independent king-
dom. Arabian tradition (we dare not dignif
it with the name of historv) assigns a chisz
king to the district of Homeritis, about that

eriod, named Abu-Carb-Asaad. [t adds the
mconsistent  circumstance, that he first strewed
with carpets the sacred temple of Mecca, called
the Caaba.  If this be true, Judaisin in Arabia
must have been more social and tolerant than
elsewhere ; for the Caaba, before the time of
Maliomet, was, undoubtedly, a temple of idola-
trous worship; and though the Jew might assert
that the God of lsrael maintamed the firmt place,
many associate or subordinate deities claimed
their portion in the sacrifices of Mecca. The
line of Jewish kings ing Homentis is continued,
though 1n a broken series; but we have no space
for these barren annals, and pass on to the last
of these Homeritish kings, who reigned and fell a
short time before the rise of Mabometanism. The
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feuds of Christians and Jews spread into these re-
tired and fertile vallies ; and connected, perhaps,
with political circumstances, inflamed the warlike
habits of tribes in which the old Arabian blood
was far from extinct.  Christianity had first pe-
netrated into Yemen in an Arnan fonn, probably
during the reign of Constantius, son of Constan-
tine the Great.  With the Arians, the Jews. as
usual, scem to have lived on terms of amity.  The
Catholic faith spread from the other side of the
Red Sca, under the protecting influence of the
powerful kings of Ethiopia or Abyssinia. Eles-
baan, the king of that country, had extended his
conquests over the opposite shore of the Red
Sea; and Dunaan, the Jewish King of Home-
ritis, after many defeats, had been obliged to pay
tribute 1o the Ethiopian.  But his restless spint
disdained submission;  every deteat onlyv kindled
the burningr desire of vengeance and independence.
The invasions of the Ethiopian, dependent on the
precarious navigation of the Red Sea, were often
suspended—probably, at certain periods, were ens
tirely cut off.  Dunaan resohed on the bold mea-
sure of attempting the sudden extermination of
the Christian power in Yemen ; atter the loss of
their allies, the Abyssinians would find it dithicult
to maintain their footing in the countryv. He
seized a favourable opportunity, rose, and exe-
cuted all the Christians within his power: and
appearced betore the walls of Nagra, their chief
aity, at the head of 120,000 men.  He swnmoued
the inhabitants to take down the cross, which
stood on u height above the city, and to deny the
Christian religion. A singular negotiation en=
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sued. The besieger demanded the acknowledg-
ment “of the Unity of God, as the supreme head
of the church, and the denial of a plurality of per-
sons in the Godhead. The Christians readily ac-
knowledged the Unity, but refused to vield on the
other point.  On their refusal, Dunaan gave the
signal for the execution of many of his Christian
captives in the sight of their brethren, and the sale
of others as slaves. At length, on a promise of
freedom of conscience, the Chrstians opened
their gates, but the perfidious Arab violated the
terms—threw Areth and others of the leaders into
chains, and then demanded Paulus, the bishop,
who had formerly heen among his most eloguent
opponents.  The bishop had been for two vears
in his grave, but Dunaan revenged himself on his
lifeless boneg, which were disinterred and burned.
Many priests, monks, and nuns, as the most ac-
tive of his adversaries, suffered the same fate—and
obtained, in the estimation of their brethren, the
honours of martyrdom.  Dunaan then tried argu-
nients on Areth and the rest of his prisoners, to
convinee them of the absurdity of worshipping a
crucified God. On the rejection of his argu-
ments, he had recourse to more summary means
of comviction—threats of instant death;  these
likewise were unavading.,  Areth and his com-
panions submitted cheerfully to exceution —they
could not well do otherwise—for their wives and
daughters had hefore crowded forth, as af they
were hastening to a bridal, to partake in the glory
of suffering for their faith.  Such, with iany more
sarticulars, is the tenor of a letter ascribed to
'Dunaau himself, and addressed to Al Mender, a
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prince of the Saracens, whose alliance he courted.
We confess we doubt, or rather we feel assured,
that this letter is cither entirely fictitious, or
greatly interpolated.  The crimes of Dunaan, and
the wrongs of the Christians, did not remain long
unavenged.  With the spring, Eles-baan, and a
formid: 1hlc force of 120,000 men, invaded the re-
gion.  Dunaan, after an obstinate defence, was
defeated, and lost his life; and in his person
expired the Jewish kingdom of the Homerites.
Atter his death, Abraham, son of Areth, founded
a  Christian kingdom, which scarcely acknow-
ledged the soverermty of the feeble son of Eles-
baan.  The Christian dynasty in its turn was
overthrown by the conquering arm of the Per-
sians, and Arabia was reckoned among the sub-
Ject realms of Chosroes the Second.

But though they had lost their roval state, the
Jews were still numerous and po“crtul in the
Arabian peninsula ; they formed separate tribes,
and maintained the fieree independence of their
Ishmaelitish  brethren.  Mahomet manifestly de-
signed to unite all those tribes under his banner.
While his creed declared implacable war against
the worshippers of fire, it respected the doctrines
of the Jews, and at least of the less orthodox
Christians.  The Apostle of God was the sucees-
sor, greater indeed, of the former delegates of
heaven, Moses and Isha (Jesus.) It was ouly
the fire of the Magians which was at once extine
guished, und the p.\lzu-v of Chosroes, which shook
to its foundations, at his birth.  All the traditions
which the old Arabian creed had preserved from
immemorial ages, or with which it had been im-
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pregnated from the Jews resident in Arabia, still
find their place in the Koran; and Abraham, the
common father of the two races, holds the most
conspicuous rank in their religious history.  Jeru-
salem was appointed the first kebla of praver ; and
in the nocturnal journev, during which the Pro-
phet was transported to the holy city of the Jews,
the mysterious winged horse, the Borak, arrested
its course to pav homage to Mount Sinai, and to
Bethlehem, the birth-place of Jesus.  To the first
part of the new creed. every Jewish heart would
at once respond, ** There is but one God "—why
should not their enthusiasm, their impatience in
awaiting the too-long-delayved Messiah, their am-
bition, or their avancious eagernesy to be glutted
with the plunder of misbelievers, induce them to
adopt the latter clause, © and Mahomet is his
Prophet 1" But the Jews stood aloof in sullen
unbelief ; they disclaimed a Messial, spruny from
the loins of Hagar the bondwoman.  Nothmy re-
mained but to employ the stemm proselytism of the
sword ; the tone of Mahomet changed at once—
the Israelitcs were taunted with all the obstinacy
and rebellion of their forefathers ; and the Koran
bitterly mocks their vain hope, ** that the fires of
hell shall touch them only for a few davs.”  The
storm fell first on the Kaunoka, a tnibe who dwelt
in Medina. In the peremptory summons to em-
brace Islamism, were these words :—* Lend to
the Lord on good interest ”"—** Surely,” said the
sarcastic Phineas, the son of Avubah, * the Lord
must be poor to require u loan ! The ficry Abu-
beker struck him a violent blow, and declared that,
but for the treaty eaisting between the tribes, he
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would have smote off Lis head. An accidental
tumult grave rise to the first open warfare. A Jew-
ish froldsmith insulted an Arabian maiden—the
Arabs slew the offender. The Jews were in a
violent cominotion, when Mahomet sent them the
peremptory alternative, *¢ Islamnism or war.” ** We
are ismorant of war,” answered the Jews; ¢ we
would eat our bread in peace ; but if you force us
to firht, vou shall find us men of courage.” They
fled to a neighbouring citadel, and made a gallant
defeuce for fifteen days, at the end of which they
were forced to surrender.  Mahomet issued im-
mediate orders for a gencral massacre—he was
hardly prevailed upon by the powerful Abdollah,
son of Obba, to spare their lives—their wealth was
pillaged.  Their anns fell to the lot of the con-
querors, and Mahomet arraved himselt in a cui-
rass, wlich either the Jews or his followers
asserted 1o have belonged to King David ; they
added, in defiance of Jewish history, that he had
it on when he slew Goliah.  The miserable tribe,
thus plundered and defenceless, was driven to find
a scttlement on the frontier of Syria. The tum
of the tribe of Nadhir came neat, but they pro-
voked their fate by a treacherous attempt to assas-
sinate the Prophet at a peaceful banquet.  They
were besiegred in their castle, and constrained to
surrender, though with all the honours of war:
their wealth was confiscated, by a special revela-
tion of the Koran, to the sole benefit ot Mahomet
himself and the poor; while the merciless edict
pursucs them into the next world, and, for their
resistance to the Prophet, condenms them to
everlasting hell-fire.  The vanquished Nadhirites
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retreated from the neighbourhood of Medina—they
joined: the Koreish, the inveterate enemics of
Mahomet, and the Jews of Koraidha, in a new
war against the Prophet.  On the very evening
of the day on which Mahomet won the memorable
battle of the ** Ditch.” against the Koreish, he
advanced to extirpate the Jews of Koraidha—his
followers cven neglected, without rebuke, the
evening praver. in their thoughts of vengeance.
The Angel Gabricl, they believed, led the way, and
{ourcd terror into the hearts of the Koraidhites.

sven Caah, the son of Asad, the brave author of
the war, counselled surrender.  They descended
from their castle, hoping to obtain merey through
the intercession of their allics. The judgment was
left to the venerable Saad, the son of Moadh.
Saad was brought, sick and wounded, into the
camp. * Ok, Abu-Xwnru,” (it was the name of
Saad,) cried the Jews, ¢ have merey upon us!”
Saad uttered his judgment with awful solemunity—
¢ Let all the men be put to death, and the women
and children be slaves.”—* A divine judgment,”
exclaimed the fierce Prophet—a judgment from
the highest of the seven Heavens”  Seven hun-
dred Jews were dragged in chains to the market-
place of Medina—graves were dug—the unhappy
wretches descended into them—the sword did ite
office, and the carth was heaped over their re-
mains.  The inflexible Prophet looked on without
emotion, and this horrible butchery is related with
triumph in the Koran. The next Jewish victim was
the powerful Salam—he was assassinated in his
bed by order of the Prophet. The Jews of Khaibar
now alune preserved their independence.  Khaibar
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was a district, six days’ journey to the south-east
of Medina ; rich in palm-trees, and fentile in pas-
tures, and protected by eight castles, su]|)poscd to
be impregnable.  The Apostle led forth to war
two hundred horse, and fourteen hundred foot ;
as he entered the territory of Khaibar he ex-
claimed to  his troops—* On with redoubled
speed.”  He then turned to heaven in prayer—
¢ Lord of the Heavens, Lord of the Earths, Lord
of the Demons, and all that they lead into evil—
Lord of the Winds, and all tincy disperse and
scatter—grant us the spoil of this city, and pre-
serve us from evil”  Allah had before promised
him great hooty : the evil he '\]»]»rchcndml was,
the poison which was afterwards given to him by a
Jewish woman. The prayer ended, he cried again,
¢ Forward, in the name of Allah.”  The Jews of
Khaibar were slumbvrinﬂ i peacetul repose—
their ﬁrsl msllc vaem, was taken by assault ; the
second, Nataa, lhv castle of Asad. son of \lo.ul
made a more vigorous defence. The Moslemites
were reduced to great extremities, for the country
had been wasted, and all the palm-trees destroyed.
At length Nataa fell, and Mahomet became master
of an immense booty in corn, dates, oil, honey,
flochs of sheep, cattle, and asses, and armour of all
sorts :—one author adds, that they brought to the
Prophet a camel-skin full of collars, bracelets, gar-
ters, car-rings, and buckles, all of gold, with an
hmuense number of precious stones.  Alkamus,
the third citadel, made a still more gallant resist-
ance. It was here that Ali distingwished  himself
—he planted the standard on the walls—he clove
the skull of Marhab, the great champion of the
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Jews, through his buckler, two turbans, and a
diamond, which he wore in his helmet, il the
sword stuck between his jaws.  Abu-Rafe, an
eve-witness, declares, that the ¢ Strong Lion”
seized the gate of the citv, which eight men could
not lift.* and used it as a buckler. On the capture
of Alkamus, Kenana, the chief. was horribly tor-
tured, to induce him to betray the secret hiding-
place of his treasures; but the patient Jew en-
dured to the utmost. and a more merciful Islmnite
relieved him by striking oft his head.  Three
more of the castles fell. The two Jast surrendered
on the promise that the lives of the besieged should
be spared.t The inhabitants of the eties of Fadai
and Khaibar capitulated on the condition of surren-
dering half the revenue of their ficlds and pastures,
which they were still to cultivate, to the use of the
Prophet ; but Mahomet reserved the right of exiling
them according to his good  pleasure—a right
which was afierwards exercised by the Caliph
Omar, who alleged the dving injunction of 1‘;0
Prophet, that but one fath should be perntted to
exist in Arabia.  The Jews of Khaibar were
transplanted to Syria ; vetitis supposed that some
vestigzes of their creed may sl be traced among
the Arab tribes of that district.

But the persceation of the Jews by the Maho-
metans was confined to the limits of the Arabian
peninsula.  Under the empire of the Caliphs,

® « Abu-Rafe,” observes Gibbon, in his usual canstic vein,
“ was an eye-witness—but who will be witness for Abu-Rafe 2

1 1t was during thus war, that a Jewish woman made Ma-

%! t of & poisoned sheep— b tasted 3t, but was

warned not to cat any wore; stilh s fatal etfvcts hukad in
his constitution,
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which rapidly swallowed up the dominions of Per-
sia, and many provinces of the Eastern empire,
this people might rejoice in the ehange of masters,
Jerusalem yielded an easy conquest to the trium-
phant Omar, and though the Jews might hehold
with secret dissatisfaction the magnificent mosque
of the conqueror usurp the sacred hill on which the
Temple of Solomon stood, yet still they would find
consolation in the decradation of the Christians,
and the obscurity into which the Clureh of the
Holy Sepulchre was thrown ; and even, perhaps,
might cherish the enthusiastic hope that the new
Temple might be destined for a holier use. Some
Christian writers accuse the Jews of a deeprlaid
conspiracy to advance the triumph of Mahomet-
anisin ; but probably this conspiracy was no more,
than their united prayers and vows, that their op-
pressors might fall betore a power which ruled
them on the easy terms of tribute, the same which
they exacted from all thetr conquered provinces.
This union of their hearts was natural ; they might
well rejoice in the annilulation of the throne of
Persia, for lzdigerd, the last of her kings, had
commenced a fierce persecution of the Jews in his
dominions ; and the Christians could lay little
claim to their faithful attachment as subjects.  No
doubt, as the tide of Moslemite conquest spread
along the shores of Africa, the Jews exulted, rather
than deplored the change of masters: 40,000 of
their race were found by Amrou in Alexandria,
at the conquest of that city, and suffered no fur-
ther oppression than the payment of tribute.  In
one country alone, it is probable, that they took a
more active interest, than their sccret prayers and
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thanksgivings, in the triumph of the Crescent.
Spain-had already taken the lead in Jewish perse-
cution, Spain maintained its odious distinction, and
Spain had without doubt reason to rue the measures
which set a great part of its most industrious po-
pulation in justifiable hostility to its laws and go-
vernment, and made them ready to hail the foreign
conqueror as a deliverer and benefactor.  The Just
of Roderick, and his violation of the daughter of
Count Julian, led not more directly to the subju-
gation of his country, than the barbarous intole-

rance of his ancestors towards the Jews,  Their
wrongs, in the violence done to their consciences,
were not less deep than that suffered by the inno-
cent Caava; their vengeance was less guilty than
that of the renegade Julian.

For a century their wrongs had been accumu-
lating.  As carly as the reign of Recared, the first
Catholic king of the Goths, they had attained un-
exampled prosperity in the Peninsula. They were,
to a great extent, the cultivators of the soil, which
rewarded their patient industry with the most am-
ple return; aund often the administrators of the
finances, for which they were well qualified by
their knowledge of trade.  Bigotry, cnvy, and
avarice, ((mspin-d to point them out as objects of
persccution. Laws were passed, of which the spirit
may be comprehended from the preamble and the
titles :—* Laws concerning the promulgation and
ratification of statutes against Jewish wickedness,
and for the general extirpation of Jewish errors.
That the Jews may not celehrate the Passover ac-
cording to their usage; that the Jews may not
contract marriage according to their own customs ;
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that the Jews may not practise circumcision ; that
the Jews make no distinction of meats ; that the
Jews bring no action against Christians ; that
Jews be not permitted to bear witness against
Christians : of the time when their converted de-
scendants are admissible as witnesses : of the
penalties attached to the transgressions of these
statutes by the Jews @ against the circumncision
of slaves by the Jews.”  These laws, however,
do not at first scem to have come into opera-
tion. It is suspected, from a passage in a letter
of Pope Gregory, that the Israelites paid a large
sum of money for their suspension. A statute of
Recared’s successor, Sischbut, complained of the
neglect of Lis predecessor's law, which forbade
Jews from having Christian slaves, and declared
all such slaves free. Sisebut was eacited, it is said,
by the Emperor Heraclius, who had found out that
his empire was threatened with danger from the
circumeised, and ignorant of the seeret growth of
Mahometanism, determined to extirpate the dan-
gerous race throughout the world.  Among the
smouldering ruins of the Christian churches, and
the vestiges of recent Christian massacre in Je-
rusalem, Heraclius might unhappily have found
stronger reasons for the persecution of the Jews :
but as we have no satisfactory evidence of his
having wreaked hisvengeance in hisown dominions,
it may be doubted whether his jealous vigilance
extended so far as to the extremity of the West.
Sisebut must bear alone the shame, he probably
thought, alone inherit the glory of his oppressive
mcasures.  The Jews were commanded, at once,
either to abandon their religion, or to leave the
VOL. 111 s
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dominipns of the Goths. According to their own
account, theyv assembled with tears and groans in
the court of the palace, obtained an audience, and
held a singular theological debate with their roval
antagonist. The king declared that he was con-
strained by his conscience to force them to receive
baptism. They adduced the example of Joshua,
who did not, they said, compel the Canaanites to
accept the law of Moses, but allowed them peace
on condition of their observing the seven Noachic
ﬁrccepts. The king, perplexed by this daring

istorical argument, replied that he recognised no
authority superior to his own: that it was his
bounden duty to enforce his law, because all who
were not regencrate in baptism must perish ever-
lastingly.  The Jews replied, that as the Isracl-
ites, who despised the Holy Land, were sufticiently
punished by being excluded from its blessings, so
they would pay an adequate penalty, by bemg
excluded from eternal life.  Sisebut rejomed, that
men might be left to themselves to accept or refuse
temporal advantages, but that they must be forced
to receive spiritual blessings, as a child is foreed
to learn his lessons.  But the king's orders were
more effective than his arguments.  The Jews
were thrown into prison, and treated with the ute
most rigour. Some fled into France or Africa,
others abandoned their religion, 90,000 are re-
ported to have submitted to baptism : but how far
their hearts renounced their creed, or how speedily
thvy relapsed, must remain uncertain,  In the next
reign but one, that of Sisenand, the Jews obtained
a rclaxation of the oppressive statutes, probably
from an uncxpected quarter. The rare example
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was displayed of a synod of clergy in that age, of
Spanish clergy, openly asserting the tenets of rea-
son and Christian charity.  The fourth Council of
Toledo enacted, ¢ that men ought not to be com-
pelled to believe, because God will have merev on
those on whom he will have merev, and whom he
will he hardeneth.  As man fell by his own free
will in listening to the wiles of the serpent, so man
can only he converted by his free acceptance of
the Christian faith.”  Yet, with remarkable in-
consistency, the Council likewise decreed, * that
all who had embraced the faith must he con-
strained to adhere to it, and to remain within the
Church.  For as they had received the blessed
sacrament, the holv name of God would be blas-
phemed, and the faith disgraced by their falling
oft.”  The gleam of licht and merey was but tran-
sient.  The sixth Council of Toledo (it is probable
that the wise and vood Isidore of Seville hal died
in the interval) indigmantly disclaimed the tolerant
spirit of the former synod. [t praised Suintila the
Sccond for his violent proceedings against the
Jews, and blessed God that they possessed a prince
so full of ardour for the faith.  They enacted that
every king on his accession should take an oath to
execute these laws, and passed an anathema on
that sovereign who should neglect this indispen-
sable part of his royal duty.  Under Recescuinth,
the eighth, Council of Toledo, A.C., 633, re-cn-
forced the obligation of the king to execute the
laws against the Jews with the utmost severity.
To this Council & curious petition was presented.
The undersigned Jews expressed their readiness
to submit to the law; the only indulgence they
s 2
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requested was an exemption from being con-
strained to cat pork, a food to which thev could
not habituate themselves, however disguised by
cookery. But the most extraordinary fact in all
this history is, that not only were these laws inef-
fective in the conversion or extirpation of the
Jews, but that there were Christians who em-
braced Judaism. One of the Visigothic laws in-
dignantly enacts the punishment of death for such
an offence. ** Evenmany of the clergy,” declares
the tenth Council of Toledo, ** a fact monstrous
and unutterable, pursue an execrable commerce
with the ungodly, and do not scruple to sell to
them Christian slaves, and thus give them up to be
converted to Judaism.”  The ninth Council had
decreed, that all baptized Jews were bound to ap-
pear in the church, not onlv on Christian, but
also on Jewish holy days, lest, while professed
Christians, they should practise sceret Judaism,
But the twelfth Council of Toledo, in the reign of
Enig, far surpassed its predecessors in the elabo-
rate cruelty of its enactinents, ceven if aimed only
at Jews professing Christianity ;—for there is a
gingular ambiguity in the wording of the law—it
appears generally to include all Jews, but most of
its provisions scem especially dirccted against
conformists to the Church. Are we to suppose
that the Church, only legislating for its members,
intended these laws only for Jews within its pale ?
or that this conformity had been so general as to
comprise nearly all the Jews within the realn?
The Jews were assembled in the chureh of the
Holy Virgin, at Toledo, and the resolutions of this
Chinstian -gesembly were read aloud. The pre-
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amble complained that the crafty Jews had eluded
all former laws, and attributed the failure of these
statutes to the severity of the punishment enacted,
which was death in all cases—contrary, it was
added, to the Holy Scriptures. The penalties of
the new statutes were mitigated, but not in mercy.
The general punishment was 100 lashes on the
naked body ; after that the offender was to be put
in chains, banished, and his property confiscated
to the lord of the soil. This was the penalty for
profaning the name of Christ, rejecting the Sacra-
ment of the Lord's Supper, blaspheming the Tri-
nity—for mnot bringing children or servants,
themselves or their dependants, to baptism—for
observing the Passover, the New Moon, the
feast of Tabernacles, (in these cases, on real
conversion, the land was restored,) for violating
the Christian Sabbath, or the great festivals of the
Church, cither by working in the field, or in ma-
nufacture.  If these days were desecrated by a
servant, the master was liable to a fine.  The cir-
cumcision of a child was more cruclly visited, on
the man, by mutilation—on the woman, by the
loss of Lier nose and the scizure of her property.
The same penalty was attached to the conversion
of a Christian to Judaism. The former punish-
ment—scourging, imprisonment, banishment, and
confiscation—was incurred by those who made a
diffcrence in meats.  An exemption was granted
to new converts, who were not constrained to eat
swine's flesh if their nature revolted against it.
The same penalty fell on all who intermarried
within the sixth degree of relationship. Such
marriages were declared null; the property was
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to he divided among the children, if not Jews. If
there were no children, or only children educated
in Judaism, it fell to the lord of the soil. No
marriage was hereafter 10 be contracted, without a
clause in the act of dower that both would become
Christians. All who offended against this law,
even the parents concerned in such a marriage,
were 10 be fined or scourged. All subjects of the
kingdom who harboured, assisted, or concealed
the flight of a Jew, were to be scourgod, and have
their property confiscated. Whoever received
bribes from a Jew to conceal his practice of
Judaism, was fined thrice the sum he had received.
The Jew who read, or allowed his children to read,
books written against Christianity, suffered 100
lashes ; on the second offence the lashes were re-
peated, with banishment and confiscation.  Chris-
tian slaves of Jews were declared free; the Jews
had no right of emancipating them; but a given
time was allowed, in which they might sell those
of whom they were possessed.  As many Jews, in
order to retain their Christian slaves, pretended to
Christianity, the whole race were coinmanded, by
a given day, to bring their slaves for sale, or pub-
licly to embrace Christianity.  If not immediately
ized, they were to lodge a solemn protest of
their faith with the bishop ; and all converts were
to take an oath, of which the form was subjoined
—an oath of tcmﬁc sublimity, which even now
makes the reader shudder, when he remembers
that it was forced upon unwilling consciences, and
perhaps taken by those who secretly renounced its
obligations. All Jewish slaves, by embracing
Chnistianity, obtained their freedom. No Jew
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could take any office by which hemight have autho-
rity over, or constrain a Christian, except in
certain cases where power might be granted by
the feudal lord. In such a case, if he abused
the law, he was punished by the loss of half his
property, or by stripes. Even the noble who
granted such a power was liable to a fine, or,
in default of payment, to the same ignominious
punishment. No Jew might be intendant, house
steward, or overseer. Should a bishop, priest, or
ecclesiastic, commit the property of the Church
to a Jewish intendant, his property was to be
confiscated—in default, himself bumt. No Jew
could travel from one town or pro\'ince to another,
without reporting himself to the bishop or judge
of the place. They were forced to eat, drink,
and communicate with Christians ; thev could
not move without a certificate of good behaviour
and a passport. On the Jewish Sabbath and
holy days they were all to assemble before the
bishop. The bishop was to appoint women to
overlook their wives and daughters. The spiritual
person, who took a bribe to relax his vigilance,
was to be degraded and excommunicated. Wheo-
ever protected a Jew against his spiritual over-
seer, was to be excommunicated and pay a heavy
fine. No civil judge could act in any case of
this kind without the concurrence of the priest-
hood, if their presence could be procured. The
remission of penaltics might be granied, on a
certificate of Christian b:g\a\'iour. All spiritual
persons were Lo communicate these statutes to
the Jews in their respective dioceses and cures.
Such were the acts of the twelfth council of
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Toledo : but happily laws, when they are carried
to such ‘an cxtreme of cruelty as to shock the
general feeling, usually prevent their own exe=
cution. The Council might cnact, but the people
would carry into eflfect but imperfectly thesc
horrible scenes of scourging and_ configgation.
‘Wealth, notwithstanding the menaccsc%f g law,
would purchase immunity and exemption ; and,
though many fled, and many probably outwardly
conformed, the successor of Ervig, Egica, found it
expedient to relax the laws, so far as to allow
baptized Jews all the privileges of citizens, which
before were but jealously or imperfectly bestowed.
Fear may have extorted this concession ; but the
fear of the monarch shows how incflective the
former laws must have been, if the Jews were
still 80 numerous as to he formidable. Already
the shores of Africa were beginning to gleam
with the camps of the Saracens, who threatened
to cross the narrow strait, and overwhelm the
trembling Gothic monarchy ; and no wonder if
the impatient Jews hourly uttered vows, or held
secret correspondence with their free brethren in
Africa, to accelerate the march of the victorious
deliverer. The year after, a council was again held
at Toledo : the king denounced a general conspiracy
of the Jews, to massacre the Christians, subdue
the land, and overthrow the monarchy. * Al-
ready,” declared the king, * this p(-oplo, defiled
by the blood of Christ, and infamous for the pro-
fanation of their oaths, have meditated ruin
against the king and kingdom—and proclaiming
that their time is come, have begun the work of
slaughter against the Catholics.”  The affrighted
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and obscquious churchmen instantly passed a
decree to confiscate all the propenty of the Jews
1o the royal treasury—to disperse the whole race,
as slaves, through the country—to seize all their
children under deventeen vears of age—to bring
them up as Christians, marry them to Christian
wives, and to abolish for ever the exercise of the
Jewish faith. A great flight of the Jews probably
took place; for Witiza, the successor of Egica,
attempting too late to heal the wounds by con-
ciliation, granted them permission to return into
the Gothic states, with full rights of freedom and
citizenship. But their vows had been heard, or
their intrigues had been successful ; they re-
turned, and to the enjoyment of all rights and
privileges of freedom—not indeed under Christian
kings, but under the dominion of the Moorish
Caliphs, who cstablished their rule over almost
the whole of Spain.  The munificence of these
sovereigns bears the appearance of gratitude for
valuable services, and confirms the suspicion that
the Jews were highly instrumental in advancing
the triumph of the Crescent.  Their reward was a
golden ace of freedom, of civilization, and of let-
ters. They shared with and cmulated their splen-
did masters in all the luxuries and arts which
soften and embellish life, during that era of high,
though, if we may so say, somewhat barbaric
civilization, under which the southern provinces
of Spain became that paradise for which they were
designed by nature.

France liad obeyed the signal of Spain, and
hung out the bloody flag of persecution,  But her
measures were ill-combined, and probably worse
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executed ; for many of the fugitives from Spain
sought ‘and found comparative security amor:ﬁ
their brethren in Gaul. Early in the seven
century, A. C. 615, Clotaire the Second, in a
council of the clergy, issued a decree, disqualify-
ing the Jews from all military or civil offices
which gave them authority over Christians. The
Council of Rheims (627) annulled all bargains
entered into by Jews for the purchase of Chris-
tian slaves ; that of Chalons, on the Mame, pro-
hibited the Jews from selling Christian slaves
beyond the frontier of the kingdom. The devout
Dagobert, it is said, though probably with as
ligle truth, lusugated like his contemporary, Sise-
but of Spain, by the emperor Heraclius, issucd an
edict, commanding all Jews to forswear their re-
ligion or leave the kingdom. But in the northern
part of France this edict was so little c¢nforced,
that a Jew held the oflice of tax-collector in the
city of St. Denis ; in the south, where they were
far more numerous and Wealdn, they carricd on
their trade with uninterrupted success—and the
wiser monarchs of that great kingdom altogether
renounced the intolerant policy of the Merovin-
gian race.
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Wr enter upon a period which we shall venture
to denominate the Golden Age of the modern
Jews, To them, the Moslem crescent was as a
star, which seemed to soothe to peace the troubled
waters, on which they had been so long agitated.
Throughout the dominions of the Caliphs, in the
East, in Africa, and in Spain; in the Byzantine
empire; in the dominions of those great sove-
reigns, Charlemagne, his predecessor and suc-
cessor, who, under Divine Providence, restored
vigour and solidity to the Christian empire of
the West, and enabled it to repel the yet unex-
hausted inroads of Mahometanism; every where
we behold the Jews not only pursuing unmolested
their lucrative and enterprising traflic. not merely
merchants of splendour and  opulence, but sud-
denly emerging to oflices of dignity and trust,
administering the finances of Christian and Maho-
metan Kingdoms, and travelling as ambassadors
between mighty sovercigns.  This golden age was
of very different duration in different parts of the
world ; in the East it was, before long, interrupted
by their own civil dissensions, and by a spirit of
persecution which seized the Moslemite sove-
reigns,  In the Byzantine empire, we are greatly
in want of authentic information, both concerning
the period in question, and that which followed
it. In the west of Europe it was soon suc-
ceeded by an age of iron. Lx Spain, the daylight
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endured the longest—to set in decp and total
darkness.

The religious persecutions of the Jews by the
Mahometans were confined within the borders of
Arabia. The Prophet was content with enforcing
uniformity of worship within the sacred peninsula
which gave him birth, and where the holy cities
of Mecca and Medina were not to be profaned
by the unclean footstep of an unbeliever; or
rather his immediate successors rose, or degene=
rated, shall we say, from stern fanatics to am-
bitious conquerors.  *The Koran or the sword”
was still the battle crv; but whoever would sub-
mit to the dominion of the triumphant Caliph, or
render himself useful in the extension of his
conquests, might casily evade the recognition of
the Prophet’s title. The Jews had little reason
to regret, or rather, had ample cause to triumph
in the ruin of their former masters—though,
doubtless, in the general plunder their wealth did
not escape, vet here, as in the North, they would
not scruple to make up their losses, by following
in the train of the vet fierce and uncivilized con-
queror, and by making use of their superior judg-
ment, or command of moncy, to drive a lucrative
bargain with the plunderer. Whenever a com-
missariat was wanting to the disorganized hordes,
which followed the Crescent with irresistible
valour, the comn-ships or caravans of the Jews
would follow in the wake of the fleet or army.
At the capture of Rhodes, the celebrated fallen
Colossus, which once bestrode the harbour of
that city, one of the wonders of the world, was
sold to a Jew of Emesa, who is reported to have
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loaded nine hundred camels with the metal.
The greater and more certain emoluments of the
mercantile life would lead the Jews to addict them-
selves more and more to traffic, and to abandon
the cultivation of the soil, which they had hitherto
pursued in many places—for as the Moslemite
sovereigns levied a disproportioned tribute on the
believer and the unbeliever, the former paving
only a tenth, the latter a fifth, or even a third,
of the produce, the Jew would readily cede
his land, which remunerated him so ill, for
trade which offered, at least, the chance of rapid
wealth.

When the Caliphs began to delegate to others
the sword of conquest or extermination, and to
establish themselves in the splendid state of peace-
ful sovereigny, the Jews were equally useful in
teaching these sterm  barbarians the arts and
luxuries of civilized life.  The Hebrew literature
was admirably adapted to the kindred taste of the
Arabians. The extravagant legends of the Tal-
mud would harmonize with their bold poetical
spirit; their picturesque apologues were, probably,
the form of instruction m which the Arab tribes
had ever delighted to listen to moral wisdom ;
even the niceties of their verbal disputes would
not be without charm to their masters, who soon
began to pay attention to the polish of their own
rich and copious language.  Already, in the time
of Omar, the sccond caliph, and his successor
Abdalmelech, a trust of great importance, the
coinage, had been committed to the care of a
Jew. Either shocked that faithful Moslemites
should use money stamped with an image, or
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eager to assume that distinction of sovereignty,
the uttering coin, the caliph instructed the Jew to
substitute the emphatic sentence, *say there is
one God, onc.” The traflic of the Jews would
disseminate that coin which their art had enabled
them to provide. The caliph readily acknow-
ledged as his vassal the Prince of the Captivity,
who maintained his state as representative of the
Jewish community; probably, through him the
tribute was levied on his brethren. A singular
story is told of Omar the Second, which illustrates
the high degree of credit which the Jews were
permitted to attain in the court of the caliphs.
Omar, a secret follower of Ali, whose name was
still cursed in the mosques, was anxious to re-
concile his people to the name of the Prophet’s
vicar upon carth.  An innocent comedy was got
up in his count, in which a Jew played a principal
part.  The Jew came holdly forward, while the
throne was cncircled by the splendid retinue of
courtiers and people, and asked in marriage the
daughter of the caliph.  Omar calmly answered,
“How can I give my daughter in marriage to
a man of another faith?”  ** Did not Mahomet,”
rejoined the Jew, * give his daughter in marriage
to Ali!” “That is another case,” said the
caliph, *for Ali was a Moslemite, and the com-
mander of the faithful.” ¢ Why, then,” rejoined
the Jew, **if Ali was one of the faithful, do ye
curse him in your mosques ! The caliph turned
to the courtiers and said, ** Answer ye the Jew 77
A long silence followed, broken at length hy
the caliph, who arose, and declared the curse
o be rejected as impious, and ordered these
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words to be substituted in the prayer .—* Forgive
us, Lord, our sins, and forgive all who have
the same faith with us.” At a later period,
A.C. 753, under Abu Giafar Alinansor, we find
the Jews entrusted with the oflice of exacting a
heavy mulet laid upon the Christians.  Under this
fostering government the schools flourished, those
in Sura and Pumbeditha were crowded with
hearers : the Gaonim, or the Illustrious, were at
the height of their fame; they formed a sort of
sena ¢, and while the Prince of the Captivity
maintained the sovercign executive power, they
assumed the legislative.  Their reign was for the
most part undisturbed, though sowmetimes a rapa-
cious Caliph, or an overzealous Iman, might
make them feel that the sword of authority still
hung over them, and that the fire of zealous
Islamisin was not vet burned out.  Giatar the
Great is reported to have framed an cdict to force
Jews and Christians to embrace Islamism.  The
long and unaccustomed interval of peace, and the
free intercourse with their enlightened masters,
mtroduced a spint ot bold inquiry, whicli threat-
ened, even at this zemth of its power, to shake the
domion of the Rabbins to its basis. The Ka-
raites, the Protestants of Judaism, who peihaps
had never entirely been extinet, began to grow
again into a fornudable sect.  The older Karaites
(15 quite uncertain when they assumed  the
nane) probably fell into disrepute through the
abuse of their doctrines by the unpopular Saddu-
cees.  After the fall of Jerusalem, Pharisaisim,
under its more regular and organized form, Rab-
binism, obscured her once dangerous rival ; the
VOL. 111. T



faith on the letter of the written Law ; the Cabala,
the Mischna, the Gemara—all Talmudic lore—
the Karaites threw indignantly aside.  The Lu-
ther of this reformation, which perhaps was not
less rapidly diffused for its similarity to the sin-
pler creed of Islamisin, was named Anan, who,
with his son Saul, revolted from  Rabbinism.
What 18 known concerning the lives of these men,
rests chiefly on the authority of the Rabbins, and
must be received with the saine mistrust as the ac-
counts of our own Reformers from the writings of
their adversaries. In a contest for the succes-
sion to the princedom of the Captivity, or to some
other high office, Anan was passed by, and his
younger brother appointed.  Embittered by the
affrout, Anan assembled the wreck of the Saddu-
cean party, so called probably by couwn:{»t, and
persuaded them to name him to the dignity.
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Tumults arose—the government interfered—and
Anan was thrown into prison. Anan recovered
his freedom, some sayv by a large sum of money,
which hLis followers gladl\ paid—as he gave out
that he had been visited in a dream by the prophet
Elias, who encouraged him in his adherence to
the pure law of Moses—but his success was
chi«-f{\' owing to an artifice suggested by an Ara-
bian philosopher, whom he met with in the prison.
He demanded of the Vizier a public disputation
with his adversaries, and represented the only
causc of their differences to be a dispute about the
period of the new moon.  The Caliph was a dab-
bler in astronomy; and Anan, by dexterously
adopting his opinion, obtained a triumph. The
Karuaites retired to the neighbourhood of Jerusa-
lem, to maintain in peace their simple creed—in
their adberence to which, the sight of the Holy
City might confirm them : and that thus a pure
and righteous people might be ready to hail the
accomplishment of its last article. The following
were, and still are, the Articles of the Karaite be-
lief :—1. That the world was created: 1. That
it Lhad an uncreated Creator: I1I. That God is
without form, and in every sense one: 1V, That
God sent Moses: V. That God delivered the Law
to Moses: VI That the believer must deduce his
creed from the knowledge of the law in its ori-
guml language, and from the pure interpretation
of it: VII. That God inspired the rest of the pro-
ohets: VIIL That God will raise the dead:
X. That God will reward and punish all men
before his throne : X. That God has not rejected
his unhappy people, but is purifying them by
T2
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affliction, and that they must daily strive to ren-
der themselves worthy of redemption through the
Messiahy, the son of David. The Karaites formed
a regular community, under their Nasi, which
pame afterwards gave place to that of Hachem;
they have since spread into many countries, where
they are hated and denounced as heretics by the
Rabbins.

If their own writers deserve credit, at a period
not very distant from this, the Jews in the East at-
tained to a »till more cminent hieight of power and
splendour.  Judaism  ascended the throne of a
great kingdom on the west of the Caspian sca—a
kingdom before the strength of whicli the Persian
monarchy trembled, and endeavoured to eaclude
its inrvads by building a vast wall, the remains of
which stll excite the wonder of the traveller—
while the Greek empire courted its alliance.  The
name of this realin was Khazar, or Khozar ;* it
was inhabited by a Turcoman tribe, who had gra-
dually abandoned their nomadic habits and main-
tained considerable commerce : their capital, Bi-
langriar, was situated at the mouth of the Wolga,
and a line of cities stretched across from thence o
the Don.  They exchanged dried fish, the furs of
the north, and slaves, for the gold and silver, and
the luxuries of southern climates.  Merchants of
all religions, Jews, Christians, and Mahowmetang,
were freely admitted, and their superior intelli-
gence over his more barbarous subjects indaced

* Basnage discredited the whole story, as he could not
truce the exmstence of such a kingdom; but Des Guignes,
and the more recent accounts of the Russian empure, have
satisfactorily proved that point,
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one of their kings, Bulan, (A.C. 740,) to embrace
the religion of the strangers. By one account he
was admonished by an angel—by another he de-
cided in this singular manner between the con-
flicting claims of Christianity, Moslemism, and
Judaism. He examined the different tcachers
apart, and asked the Christian if Judaism was not
better than Mahometanism—the Mahometan whe-
ther it was not better than Christianity.  Both re-
plied in the affirmative; on which the monarch
decided in its favour,—by one statement secretly,
by another openly, embraced the faith of Moses,
and induced learned teachers of the law to settle
in his dominions. Judaism became a necessary
condition on the succession to the throne, but there
was the most liberal toleration of all other forms of
faith. The dynasty lasted for above two centuries
and a half; and when R. Hasdai, a learned Jew,
was in the highest confidence with Abderrahman,
the caliph of Cordova, he received intelligence of
this sovereignty posscssed by his brethren, through
the ambassadors of the Byzantine emperor.  After
considerable difficulty Hasdai succeeded in esta-
blishing a correspondence with Joseph, the reign-
ing king.  The letter of Hasdai is extant, and an
answer of the king, which does not possess equal
claims to authenticity. The whole history has
been wrought out into a religious romance called
Cosri, which has involved the question in great
obscurity : Basnage rejected the whole as a fiction
of the Rabbins—anxious to prove that ** the sceptre
had not cutirely departed from Israel:” Jost in-
clines to the opinion that there is a groundwork of
truth under the veil of poetic embellishment,
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We travel westward, not, as usually, to sadden
our eyes and chill our hearts with tales of perse-
cution and misery, but to behold the Jews the
companions 2nd confidential ministers of princes.
We pause to glean the slight and barren informa-
tion which we possess of the state of the Jews in
the Byzantine empire. The writers of the oppo-
site party accuse the Jews as instigators and abet-
tors of the Iconoclastic emperors (the destroyers
of images): and a fable equally irreconcilable
with chronology and history. has becn repeated of
their zcal in this. by some called sacrilegious, war-
fare. It is said that thev instigated the Caliph
Yezid the Second to order the demolition of
images in his dominions. The outraged saints
were revenged by the untimely death of Yezid, at-
tributed to their prayers.  The successor of Yezid
acknowledged, it is added, his father's impiety, and
determined to wreak vengeance on his advisers.
They fled; but two of them resting near a foun-
tain in Isauria, beheld a vouth, driving an ass, laden
with petty merchandize.  They looked on him with
fixed eves, saluted him as the future emperor, but
at the same time they strongly urged his compli-
ance with the second commandment of the Law.
Unfortunately, among the few facts which are
known of the period is this, that Leo the Isaurian,
in the early part of his reign, persecuted the Jews.
It is highly probable, that when the emperors gave
the signal for havoc, the Jews, stimulated by co-
vetousness as well as religious zeal, would not be
the last to strip or break in picvcs, or melt, the
costly ornaments, and even the images themselves,
made of the precious metals. We may conceive
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the religious horror which the devout image-wor-
shipper would feel, when the unclean hands of the
circumcised either seized, or bought from autho-
rized plunderers, the object of his profound adora-
tion, and converted it, like any other object of
traffic, to profane uses. But inured to odium,
the Jew would little fear to encounter it, for the
gratification at once of his revenge and his avarice.
We know little further of their state, but that they
were under the avowed protection of some of the
succeeding emperors. Constantine Copronymus,
probably on account of his hatred of images, was
called a Jew; and Nicephorus and Michael the
Stammerer are named, as extending their paternal
care over this usually proscribed race.

In Italy we know little of the condition of the
Israclites ; but the silence of history concurs with
the single fact with which we are acquainted, to
represent those days as days of peace. The Pope
Zacharias found it necessary to interdict not only
the old grievance, the possession of Christian
slaves by Jews, but also unlawful sexual inter-
course and marriage between the two races.

Whatever guilt, either of secret perfidy* or
praver for the success of the invader, might at-
tach to the Jewish inhabitants of the south of
France, during the invasion of that country by the
Moors of Spain; when the barrier of the Pyrenees

® They are accused of betraying Toulouse to the enemy §
but the siege of that city by the Mours appears altogether
apocryphal.  The smingular custom which certainly exsted
for u cousiderable period in Toulvuse, by which a syndic or
representative of the Jews was constrained to appear before
the authorities and receive three boxes on the ear, originated
0o doubt in some other unknown cause.
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was established by the valour of Charles Martel,
and by the ability of the new race of sovereigns
who succeeded to the feeble Merovingians, Pepin
and Charlemagme ; these monarchs not merely re-
frained from all retribution, but displayed the more
enlightened policy of conciliation towards their
wealthy and useful subjects.  The Jews were only
restricted in the possession of Christian slaves,
subjected to the general marriage law of the em-
pire, commanded to observe the prohibited de-
grees, and to conforin to the general law of dower,
The offender was liable to a fine of 100 sous, and
to suffer 100 stripes.  Their commerce was unre-
stricted, except by a limitation enforced on Charle-
magne, rather by the irreverent covetousness of
the clergy, than by the iisconduct of the Jews.
Bishops, abbots, and abbesses were only pre-
vented by a severe inhibition, from pledging or
selling to the circumcised the costly vestments,
rich furniture, and precious vessels of the churches.
To the flourishing commerce of the Israclites,
the extended dominions of Charlemagne opened a
wide ficld ; from the ports of Marseilles and Nar-
bonne their vessels kept up a constant communi-
cation with the East; in Narboune they were so
flourishing that, of the two prefects, or mavors of
the city, one was always a Jew : and, as we shall
presently see, the most regular and stately pan of
the city of Lyons was the Jewish quarter.  The
superior intelligence and cducation of the Jews, in
a period when nobles and kings, and even the
clergy could not always write their names, pointed
them out for offices of trust. They were the phy-
sicians, the ministers of finance, to nobles and
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monarchs ; and when Charlemagne, either with
some secret political design, or from an ostenta-
tious show of magnificence, determined on sending
an ambassador to the splendid Caliph, Haroun al
Raschid, Europe and Asia beheld the extraordinary
spectacle of a Jew, named Isaac, setting forth on
this mission, with two Christian counts, who died
on the road, and conducting the political corre-
spondence hetween the courts of Aix-la-Chapelle
and Bagdad. It cannot be wondered if this em-
hassy gave rise to the wildest speculations in that
ignorant age, both as to its objects and its event.
It was given out that the Caliph granted Judea as
a free ¢ifi to Charlemagne, others limited his gene-
vosity to Jerusalem, others to the key of the Holy
Sepulchre.  The secret objects probably never
transpired bevond the councils of Charlemagne ;
but it was known that Isaac returned with presents
of a wonderful nature from the East. Among
these was an enormous clephant, of such import-
ance that his death is faithfully chronicled by the
monkish annalists ; apes, a clock, and some rich
robes, doubtless of silk. Isaac acquitted himself
with such ability, that he was entrusted by his im-
perial protector with another mission to the same
quarter.

The golden age of the Jews endured, in still in-
creasing prosperity. during the reign of Charle-
magne’s successor, Louis the Debonnaire, or the
Pious. At his court the Jews were so powerful,
that their interest was courted by the presents of
nobles and princes.  His most confidential adviser
was a Jewish physician, named Zedckiah. The
wondering people attributed his influence over the
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Emperor to magic, in which he was considered a
profound adept. The monkish historians relate,
with awe-struck sincerity, tales of his swallowing
a whole cart of hay, horses and all, and flying in
the air like Simon Magus of old. A sort of re-
presentative of the community, the master of the
Jews resided within the precincts of the court.
The general privileges of the race were preserved
with rigid equitv. They were permitted to build
synagogues ; their appeals were listcned to with

ual—their enemies said, with partial—justice ;
they had free power to traflic, and to dispose of
real or personal property. They had even interest
to procure the alteration of certain markets which
were customarily held on their Sabbath, to another
day. Besides this general protection, several
charters are extant, granting special privileges to
certain Jewish communities and individuals. One
to the Jews of Languedoc, securing to them the
right of disposing of hereditaments, such as land,
houses, mills, water-courses, &c.; another to a
certain Domat Rabbi, and his brother Samuel,
granting them exemption frum various tolls and
taxes—permission to hire Christian slaves, who
were however not to be forced to work on Sun-
days and holidays—and gencrally to deal in slaves.
Every litigation with a Christian was to be settled
by the evidence of three Jews and three Christians.
It forbade all persons to encourage their Christian
slaves in disobedience. It took the persons of the
above named under imperial protection. Their
death was to be punished at the price of ten
pounds of gold. They were not to be submitted
to the ordeal of fire or water, nor scourged—but
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allowed in every respect the free observance of
their law.

Agobard, bishop of Lyons, beheld with jealous
indignation this alien people occupyving the fairest
part of his city, displaying openly their enviable
opulence ;—their vessels crowded the ports—their
bales encumbered the quays—their slaves thronged
the streets. Ina Christian city, the Church seemed
to vail its head before the Synagogue. He en-
deavoured, by the exercise of his episcopal autho-
rity, to prevent that approximation oiP the two
races which seemed rapidly advancing. He for-
bade his flock, among other things, to sell Chris-
tian slaves to the Jews—to labour for the Jews on
Sundays—to eat with them during Lent—to buy
the flesh of animals slain by them—or to drink
their wine.  The Jews considered these laws an
infringement of their rights ; they appealed to their
roval protector for redress. A commission of in-
quiry was issued ; the bishop was commanded to
withdraw his obnoxious edicts.  Agobard was at
Nantes. He declared himself ready to submit to
the roval decree, but proceeded to offer a petition
to the king against his adversarics. He accused
them (a strange charge!) of selling unwhole-
some meat, which, he said, they called Christian's
meat, and spoiled wine, to the Christians. He
accused them of cursing the Christians in their
synagogues. He accused them of the insuffer-
able pride with which they boasted of the roval
favour. He complained of the bad effects pro-
duced by the concession of the change of the
market day, and that the Jewish had many more
hearers than the Christian preachers.  He added
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the more weighty charge, that the Jews frequently
stole Christian children to sell them as slaves.
This petition was followed by a long theological
argument, to prove the wisdom and justice of per-
secuting the Jews. He pressed St. Paul into his ser-
vice. He cited, with as little justice, the example
of many of the most illustrious bishops—Hilary
and Sidonius Apollinaris.  Heentered into long
details of the absurditics taught by the Rabbins,
(among the rest he charged them with holding the
eternity of the letters of the alphabet,) and of the
blagphemies which they uttered concerning Chirist.
It was all in vain : the court turned a deaf car to
his complaints, and the hishop set off for Paris, to
try the nfluence of his personal weight and cha-
racter before his sovercigm. Ie was received
with cold civility—constrained to wait in an ante-
chamber while the counsellors of state laid his ap-
peal before the king, and then received permission
to retire to his diocese.  He wrote another de-
spatch, bitterly inveighing against the influence
and conduct of the Grand Master of the Jews.
But his sorrows were poured forth more fully into
the confidential bosom of Nebridius, bishop of
Narbomne, whom he called upon to co-operate
with him in separating the Christians froma people
who, he says, * are clothed with cursing as with a
garment.  The curse penetrates into their bones,
their marrow, and their entrails, as water and oil
flow through the humnan body.  They are accursed
in the city and the country, at the beginning and
ending of their lives. Their flocks, their meat,
their granaries, their cellars, their magazines, are
accursed.”  His denunciatione were as unavailing
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as his petitions, while an instance is related of an
officer of the palace joining the synagogue, the
bishop was constrained to complain once more of
the violence offered to a Jewess, who had em-
braced Christianity.

In the reign of Charles the Bald, the Jews
maintained their high estate, but dark signs of the
approaching age of iron began to lower around.
The active hostility of the clergy was no longer
checked by the stern protection of the royal autho-
rity. In Lyons many converts were made, by
whose ageney so many children were seduced
from their parents, that the Jews were obliged to
send their offspring for education to the less zea-
lous cities of Vienne, Macon, and Arles.  Remi-
gius, the bishop of Lyons, anmounced his triumph
to the king, and desired that the bishop of Arles
might be admonishied to follow the example of
his zeal.  The councils began again to launch
their thunders; that of Mcaux re-enacted the
exclusion of the Jews from all civil otlices.
This decree was followed up by that of Paris.  But
in the distracted state into which the kingdom
soon fell, probably these ordinances were not
exccuted. 1t ithe true that Charles the Bald was
poisoned by the famous Jewish physician of his
father, Zedehiah, an act, which so weakened the
royal authority, was a measure most pernicious to
his countrymen—who, instead of being under the
protection of a powerful monarch, fell rapidly
under the dominion of those countess petty mde-
pendent sovercigus who rose under the feudal
system, whose will was law, and whose wants
would not submit to the slow process of exaction
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and tribute, but preferred the raising more expe-
ditious supplies by plunder and massacre.

It was in Spain that the golden age of the Jews
shone with the brighest and most enduring splen-
dour. Yet, during its carlier period, from the
conquest by the Moors till towards the end of the
tenth century, when, while Christian Europe lay
in darkness, Maliometan Cordova might be con-
sidered the centre of civilization, of arts, and of
letters, though we are certain that the Jews, under
the enjoyment of cqual rights and privileges, ri-
valled their masters, or rather their compatriots,
in their advancement to wealth, splendour, and
cultivation ; though theyv had their full share, or,
perhaps, as more intelhgent, a disproportionate
share in the high ministerial and confidential
offices of the court; though by the perpetual in-
tercourse kept up with their brethren in the East,
we may safely infer that by land along the North
of Africa, and by sea along the course of the Me-
diterranean, their commerce was pursucd with
industry and success; vet we have not much
distinct information conceming their state and
proceedings.  In fact, it is diflicult to discriminate
them from the race among whom they lived on
terms of the closest amity during these haleyon
days. In emulation of their Moslemite brethiren,
they began to cultivate their long disused and neg-
lected poetry; the harp of Judah was heard to
sound again, though with something of a foreign
tone—for they borrowed the rhythm peculiar 10
the Arabic verse. Yet, though but a fecble echo
of their better days, we would gladly explore this
almost hidden source of Jewish poetry. There
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too Rabbinism, while its throne was tottering to
decay in the East, found a refuge, and commenced
a new era of power and authority. The Talmud
was translated into Arabic, under the auspices of
Moses ¢ clad insackcloth,” one of the most learned
men of the East, whom a singular adventure cast
upon the hospitable shore of Spain, and through
whom the light of learning, which, by the rapid
progress of the iron age of Judaism in Babvlonia,
by the extinction of the authority of the Prince of
the Captivity, the dispersion of the illustrious
teachers, and the final closing of the great schools,
seemed to have set for ever, suddenly rose again
in the West, in rencwed and undiminished splen-
dour. Three Babylonian Rabbins, of great dis-
tinction, of whom R. Moses was one, fell into the
hands of a Spanish pirate. The wife of Moses
accompanied him in his voyage—the high-minded
woman, dreading defilement, looked to her hus-
band for advice ; Moses uttered the verse of the
Psalm—*¢ The Lord said, I will bring again from
Bashan, I will bring again from the depths of the
sea.” She plunged at once into the ocean, and
perished.  Moses was brought as a slave to Cor-
dova, and redcemed, though his quality was
unknown, by a Jew. One day he entered the
synagogue, clad in a scanty sackcloth—Nathan,
the judge of the Jews in Cordova, presided. In
the course of the debate the slave displayed such
knowledge, that Nathan exclaimed, * 1 am no
more judge —yon slave in sackcloth is m{ master,
and 1 his scholar.” Moses was installed by accla-
mation as head of the community. Moses, and
his son and successor, Enoch, enjoyed the protec-
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tion of Ilasdai, the son of Isaac, the minister of
the caliph ; and though the learned preeminence
of this family was disturbed by the nivalry of R.
Joseph, to whom the task of translating the Tahnud
had been committed, yet such was the popularity
of his grandson, Nathau, and such the wealth of
his compatriots, that as often as the head of the
Jewish community went torth to enjoy the delicious
refreshment of the groves and gardens near Cor-
dova, he was attended by his admiring disciples in
immense numbers, and in most sumptuous apparel
—it is said that 700 chariots swelled his pomp.

The long line of learned descendants, which
formed the great school of Arabico-Jewish learn-
ing, belongs to the history of their literature, for
which our work has no space.  This line stretched
away to the end of the tweltth century, when it
produced its greatest ornament—the wise Maimo-
nides, the first, who, instead of gazing with blind
adoration, and unintelligent wonder, at the great
fabric of the Mosaic Law, dared to survey it with
the scarching eve of reason, amd was rewarded by
discovering the indeible wiarks of the Divine wis-
dom and gooduess.  Maunonides was beyond hig
age and country @ he retreated to the court of the
Sultan of Egvpt, in Caro, where he lived inthe
highest estunation, as the roval physician: he was
anathematized by the nore superstitious of his
brethren, but in later ages, the more enlightened
the race of Isracl, the ligher has stood the tame of
him, whom his ardcut adnirers proclaimed a sccond
Moses.

We revert 1o a sadder spectacle—the rapid pro-
gress of the Iron Age of Judaism, which, i the
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East and in the West, gradually spread over the
Jewish communities, till they sank again to their
bitter, and, it might almost seem, indefeasible in-
heritance of hatred and contempt : they had risen
but to be trampled down by the fiercer and more
unrelenting tread of oppression and persecution.
The world, which before seemed to have made a
sort of tacit agreement to allow them time to re-
gain wealth that might be plundered, and blood
that might be pourcd forth like water, now secems
to ha\e entered Into a (ompxr.l(_\ as catensive, to
drain the treasures and the blood of this devoted
race.

Kingdom after kingdom, and people after peo-
ple, followed the dreadful example, and strove to
peal the knell of the descendants of Israel; till at
length, what we blush to call Christianity. with the
Inquisition in its train, cleared the fair and smiling
provinces of Spain of this industrious part of its
population, and self-inflicted a curse of barrenness
upon the benighted land.
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Oun Iron Age commences in the East, where it
witnessed the extinction of the Princes of the
Captivity, by the ignominious death of the last
Sovereign, the downfall of the schools, and the
dispersion of the community, who from that period
remained an abject and degraded part of the popu-
lation. Pride and civil dissension, as well as the
tyranny of a feeble despot, led to their fall. About
the middle of the ninth century, both the Jews and
Christians suffered some persecution under the
Sultan Motavakel, A. (. 847. An edict was
issued prohibiting their riding on lordly horses,
they were to aspire no higher than humble asses
and mules ; they were forbidden to have an iron
stirrup, and commanded to wear a leather girdle.
They were to be distinguished from the faithful by
a brand-mark, and their houses were defaced by
ficures of swine, devils, or apes: the latter addi-
tion throws some improbability on the story.
About this time Saccai was Prince of the Captivity,
towards the middle of the tenth century (934),
David Ben Saccai held that high office. It has
been conjectured that the interval was filled by a
line of lereditary princes. The learned aristo=
cracy, the Heads of the Schools, seem likewise to
have been hereditary. The race of that of Sura
expired, and the Resch-Glutha, David Ben Saccai,
took upon himself to name an obscure successor,
called Om. Tob. His incompetency became ap-
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parent, and R. Saadias was summoned from Egy pt.
Raadias'was a great opponent of the doctrine of
the transmicration of the soul, a received article
of the Jewish creed. Perpetual feuds distracted
this sinsular state.  The tribunals of the Resch-
Glutha. and the Masters of the School, the eivil
and spiritual powers, were in perpetual collision.
David, the prince. laid his ban on Saadiah, Saadiah
hurled back the ban upon the prince, and trans-
ferred the sovereignty to lus brother.  For seven
vears this strife lasted, till at length peace was
restored. and the whole community bo‘u-l«l. with
the utmost satisfaction. the Prince of the Captivity,
who. on the death of his brother. regained his un-
contested authority, entering the house of the
Master of the School to ecclebrate together the
jovful feast of Punm. The peace remained un-
broken till the death of the Prince of the Captivity
and that of his son.  Saadiah became the guardian
of his grandson. Saahah was a man noted for
the strictest justice, and lus literary works were
estcemed of the highest value.  Both the great
dignitics seem to have been united in the person
of Scherira, who ruled and tanght with universal
adwmiration in the school of Pherutz Schabur, At
the end of thiny years Scherira felt the approach
of age, and associated his son, Hai, in the supre-
macy. But the term of this high oflice drew
near. A violent and rapacious sovereign filled
the throne of the Caliphs. 1o cast a jealous look
upon the powers and wealth of this vassal sove-
reign.  Scherira, now 100 years old, and his son,
Hai, were scized cither with or without pretext,
their riches confiscated, and the old mau hung up
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by the hand.  Hai escaped to resume his ofice,
and to transmit its honours and its dangers to
Hezekiah, who was elected Chief of the Captivity.
But after a reign of two vears, Hezekiah was ar-
rested with his whole family by the order of the
Caliph. The schools were closed—many of the
learned fled to Egypt or Spain. all were dispersed,
among the rest two sons of the unfortunate Prince
of the Captivity effected their escape to Spain,
while the last of the House of David, (for of that
lincage thev still fondlv boasted,) who reigned over
the Jews of the dispersion in Babvlonia, perished
on an ignominious scaffold.

The Jewish cominunities in Palestine suffered a
slower but more complote dissolution,  If credit is
to be given to any of the facts in that extravagant
compilation, the Travels of Benjamin of Tudela,
whicqn hears the date of the following century,
from A.C. 1160 to 1173,* we may safely select
his humiliating account of the few brethren who
still clung, in poverty and meanness, tu their na-
tive land.  There is an air of sad truth about the
statement, which scems to indicate some better
information on this subject than on others. In
Tyre, Benjamin is said to have found 400 Jews,
glass-blowers.  The Samaritans still occupied
Sichem, but in Jerusalem there were only 200 d»-
scendants of Abraham, almost all dyers of wool,
who had Dought a monopoly of that trade. As-
calon contained 158 Jews Tiberias, the seat of

* The object of this author seems to have been not anlike
that of the celebrated Sir John Mandeville, to throw together
all he had ever heard or read of the strunge and uovigited
regions of the East.
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learning and of the kingly patriarchate, but 50.
This account of Benjamin is confirmed by the un-
frequent mention of the Jews in the histories of the
later Crusades in the Holy Land, and may, per-
haps, be ascribed mn great measure to the devasta-
tions committed in the first of these depopulating
expeditions. It is curious, after surveying this
almost total desertion of Palestine, to read the in-
dications of fond attachment to its very air and
soil, scattered about in the Jewish writings ; still
1t is said, that man is esteemed most blessed, who,
even after lis death, shall reach the land of Pales-
tine and be buried there, or even shall have his
ashes sprinkled by a handful of its sacred dust.
““ The air of the land of Israel,” says one, ** makes
a man wise ;" another writes, ¢ He who walks four
cubits in the land of Israel is sure of being a son
of the life thatis 1o come.” ** The great Wise Men
are wont to kiss the borders of the Holy Land, to
embrace its ruins and roll themselves in its dust.”
¢“ The sins of all those arc forriven who inhabit
the land of Israel.” lHe who is buried there is
reconciled with God, as though he were buriéd
under the altar. The dead buried in the land of
Canaan come first to life in the days of the Mes-
sial.  He who dies out of the Holy Land dies a
double death. Rabbi Simeon said, * All they who
are buricd out of the land of Canaan must perish
everlastingly ; but for the just, God will make
decp caverns beneath the carth, by which they
will work their way till they come to the land of
Israel ; when they are there, God will breathe the
breath of life into their nostrils, and they will rise

e 1

again
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In the Byzantine empire, if we may place any
reliance on the same doubtful authority, the num-
bers of the Jews had greatly diminished. Corinth
contained 800 Jews ; Thebes 2000 silk-workers
and dyers. Two hundred cultivated gardens at the
foot of Parnassus. Patras and Lepanto contained
a small number. Constantinople, 2000 silk-workers
and merchants, with 500 Karaites. They inha-
bited part of Pera, were subject to the ordinary
tribunals, and were often treated with great insult
and outrage by the fanatic Grecks.

We pursue our dark progress to the West, where
we find all orders gradually arrayed in fierce and
implacable animosity against the race of Israel.

ivery lmSSion was in arms against them. The
monarchs were instigated by avarice : the nobility
by the warlike spirit genecrated by chivalry ; the
clergy by bigotry; the people by all these con-
current motives. Each of the great changes which
were gradually taking place in the state of society,
seemed to darken the condition of this unhappy
people, till the outward degradation worked in-
ward upon their own minds; confined to base and
sordid occupations, they contracted their thoughts
and feelings to their station. Individual and na-
tional character must be endowed with more than
ordinary greatness, if it can long maintain self-
estimation after it has totally lost the esteem of
mankind ; the despised will usually become de-
spicable. We proceed in a few bricf sentences (all
our limits will allow) to explain the effects of the
more remarkable changes 1n society, which deve-
loped themselves during these dark ages, as far as
they affect the character and condition of the Jewish
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people. 1st. The feudal svstem. 2d. Chivalry. 34. The
wer of the clerav.  4th. The almost general
adoption of the trade of monev-lending and usury by
the Jews themselves: and then pursue the course of
time which will lead us successively to the different
countries in which the Jews were domiciliated.

I. In that singular structure, the fendal cystem,
which rose like a pyranid from the villains or slaves
attached to the soil to the monarch who ecrownel
the edifice, the Jews alone formd no proper place.
They were a <ort of out-lvine easte in the midst
of society, vet scarcely formine part of it: recoz-
nised by the constitution. but not belonging to it ;
a kind of prrpetual anomaly in the politv.  Their
condition varied according to the different form
which the feudal svstem assumed in different coun-
tries. In that part of Germany which constituted
the Empire, the Jews, who were alwavs of a lower
order than their brethren in Spain and the South
of France, were in some resprets under the old
Roman law. By this law their existence was re-
cognized, freedom of worchip in their synagoguns
was permitted, and they were exempted from all
military service.  The last was a privilege not
likely to he extorted from them.  The noble pro-
feasion of arms would have been profaneld by such
votaries.

The whole Jewish community were considered
as special servants of the imperial chamber, i, e,
the Emperor alone could inake ordinances affecting
the whole body, and the whole hodv could demand
justice, or make appeal to theirlicge lord. But this
mmperial right would not have heen recogmised by
the great vassals, as allowing the emperor to seize,
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punish, plunder, or in any manner to interfere with
the Jews domiciliated in their several feuds. In
fact, while the community was subject to the licre
lord, the great feudatories and the free citics either
obtained by charter, of which there are numerous
instances, or assumed with a strong hand, or were
persuaded by the Jews themselves to accept, domi-
nionover the Israelitish inhabitants of theirdomains,
The high and remote tribunal of the Emperor
wouldafford inadequate protection for any oppressed
Jew; he was glad to have a nearer and more im-
mediate court of appeal. Travelling, as the Israel-
ites perpetually did, from town to town, from pro-
vince to province, the fieree baron might respect
the passport, which was always absolutely neces-
eary, of some powerful nobie, some princely bishop,
or some wealthy community offree burghers, while
Le would have smiled in scorn at the general im-
perial edict for allowing Jews to pass unmolested.
In some cities, as in Worms, there were regular
officers appointed to protect the Jews, who could
not perform any of their ceremonies or processions
in public without these guardians to guard them
from the violence of the populace. In Italy, at

least in the south. hesides the doubtful protection
of the Emperor, thev acknowledwed the more
powerful authority of the Pope. Thev were sup-
posed to be in some manner under the special
urigdiction of the eee of Rome. In the south of
France they seem to have been considered as a
kind of foreign vassals of the great feudatories ;
in the North, of the king. For while the edicts
of the sovereign for their expulsion and readmission

into the land were recoguised in the North, they
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seem to have been executed cither imperfectly or
not at all in the South. The general cffect of the
feudal system was to detach the Jews entirely from
the cultivation of the soil, though it worked morc
slowly in some countries—in the South of France
and Spain—than in others. They could not be
lords, they were not serfs—they would not serve,
or by the older law were exempted from military
service to their lords.  But this alimost extra-legal
protection under the great vassals was of course
subject to every caprice of the lawless and ignorant
petty chieftains who exercised these local sove-
reignties, It was obtained only by proving to the
liege-lord that it was his interest to protect; and
his eves, blinded by ignorance and perhaps bigo-
trv, could only be opened to his real interests by
immediate and palpable advantages.  The Jew
must pay largely for precarious protection : he was
only tolerated as a source of revenue, and till
almost his life-blood was drawn, it would be difli-
cult to satisfy the inevitable demands of a needy
and rapacious master.

II. Chivalry, the parent of so much good and
evil, both in its own age and in the spirit which
has descended from it and become infused into
the institutions and character of modern Europe,
was a source of almost ummitigated wretched-
ness to the Jew, unless in so far as the splen-
dour which the knight might display in his arms
and accoutrements was a lucrative source of traf-
fic. The enterprising Jew often probably made
a considerable commission on the Milan corslet,
the Damascus, or Toledo blade, the gorgeous
attire which the knight wore, or the jewcls
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in which his lady glittered in the tournament.*®
Magnificence was the fashion of the times, and
magnificence would often throw the impoverished
noble into the power of the lowly man of traffic.
But the knight was bhound by the tenure of his
order to hate and despise the Jew. Religious
fanaticism was inseparable from chivalry. When
Clovis, the king of the Franks, embraced Chris-
tianity, while the pious preacher was dilating on
the sufferings of the crucified Redeemer, the fiery
convert sprang up, and exclaimed, * Had I and
my brave Franks been there, they dared not to
have done it.”  The spirit of this speech was that
of the knighthood of the middle ages. What
they could not prevent they could revenge. The
knight was the servant of God, bound with his
good sword to protect his honour, and to cxtiriatc
all the enemies of Christ and his Virgin Mother.
Those enemies were all unbelievers, more par-
ticularly the Jew, whose stiff-necked obstinacy
still condemned him; he was as deadly a foe as if
Le had joined in the frantic cry of crucify him,
crucify him. The only refuge of the Jew from
the hatred of the knight was in his contempt ; he
was not suffered to profane his sword wid!n such
vile blood ; it was loftier revenge to trample him
under foot. But the animosity without the pride
of this chivalrous fecling descended to the lower
orders; he who could not presume to show his
zeal for his Redeemer on the person of a Mos-

* This has not eseaped the author of that noblest of histo-
rical romances, Ivanhoe, who on this poin. is as true to his-
tory as in the rest of the work he is full of the loftiest spirit
of poetry.
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lemite unbeliever, contented himself with the hum-
bler satisfaction of persecuting a Jew. In awful
disregard of the one great Atonement, it was a
prevailing fecling that men might wash away their
sins by the blood of their infidel fellow-creatures.
We shall see this inhuman sentiment dreadfully
exemplified in the history of the crusaders.

H11. The power of the clergy, no doubt, tended
greatly to increase this general detestation against
the unhappy Jew : their breath was never wanting
to fan the embers of persecution.  In that age of
darkness, hatred of heresy and unbehef was the
first article in the creed of him who taught the re-
ligion of love.  But it is remarkable that not only
were there spiendid and redeeming instances of
superiority w tns unchristian spirit, (they will
hereafter be noticed,) but it was only in the dark
and remote parts of the Christian world that
this total gloom prevailed.  Light sull shone
in the centre: of all European sovereigns, the
Popes, with some exceptions, have pursued the
mwost humane pohicy towards the Jews.  In Htaly,
and even in Rome, they have been more rarely
molested thau in other countries.  They have
long inhabited in Rome a separate quarter of the
city, but this might have been originally a mea-
sure at least as much of kindness as contemnpt—
a remedy against insult rather than an exclusion
from soeiety. The adversaries of the Roman
Church may ascribe this to ** the wisdom of the
serpem." which discovered the advantages to be
denved from the industry of the Jews, rather than

* the gentleness of J-c dove ;” but where hu-
manny is the result, let us not too invidiously
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explore its motives. Since the reign of Innocent
the Second (1130), at the accession of the Pope,
the Jews have been permitted to approach the
presence of the poutitl, and to ofifer a copy of
their Law. The poutill’ receives their homage,
and mildly expresses his desire that their under-
standings may be enlightened to perceive the
hidden meaning of their own sacred volume.  In
the remote provinees it is to be feared that reli-
gious animosity was ofien aggravated by that
hatred which wnprincipled men teel towards those
who pussess the secret of their crimes.  The
sacred property of the church was sull  often
pawned by the licentious monhks or clergy : no
one would dare to recenve the sacred pledge but
a Jew, who thus trequently became odious, not
only as an importunate creditor, but as exposing,
by clamorous and public demands of payment,
transactions never meant to meet the hght

IV. But avarice and usurious pracuces were
doubtless charged, not without justice, against the
race of lsracl. In the nation and the mdividual,
the purswit of gain, as the sole object of lite, must
give a mean and sordid cast to the character.  Ta
acquire largely, whether farly or not, was the
highest ambiuon of the Jew, who rarely dared or
wished o spend liberally.  All the circumnstances
of the times contributed to this debasing change.
The more extended branches of commerce were
almost entirely cut off.  Their brethren in the east
had lost their wealth; the navigation of the Medis
terrancan was interrupted by the Norman pirates ;
the slave-trade had entirely ccased or was prohi-
bited, as well by the habits of the times as by law.
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In the cities and frce towns they were excluded by
the jealous corporate spirit from all share in their
privileges. The spirit of the age despised traflic,
and the merchant is honourable only where he is
held in honour. The Jews no doubt possessed
great wealth; what was extorted from them is
ample proof of the fact, and some of them by stealth
enjoved it; but even the wealthiest and most
liberal were often obliged to put on the sordid de-
meanour, and affect the miserable poverty of the
poor pedlar of their own nation, whose whole
stock consisted in his pack of the cheapest portable
articles.

This necessity of perpetual deception could not
but have a baneful cflect on the manners and
mind of the people. Their chief trade scems
to have been money lending, of which, till they
were rivalled and driven out of the open market
by the Lombards, they were the sole possessors,
This occupation was not likely to diminish cither
their own sordid meanness or their unpopularity.
The ignorance of the age denounced all interest
for money alike as usury. The Jew was judged
out of his own Law, and all the scriptural denun-
ciations against usury were brought forward,
especially by the clergy, to condemn a traflic of
which they felt and submitted to the necessity.
The condemnation of usury by the chureh, as un-
lawful, contributed, with the violence of the times,
to render the payment of the usurer's bond ex-
tremely insecure.  He argued, not unfairly, that
the more precarious, the greater ought to be his
gains : he took refuge in fraud from violence and
injustice, Society was at war with the Jew ; some
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sudden demand of tribute, or some lawless plun-
dercr, would sweep away at once the hard-wrung
earnings of years; the Jew, therefore, still prac-
tised slow and perpetual reprisals, and reimbursed
Limself, from the wants of the needy, for his losses
from the violent.  Demolish his secret hive: like
the ant, the model suggested by his wise king, he
would reconstruct it again, and ever at the expense
of his enemy. It was, generally throughout the
world, the Christian, who, according to our uni-
versal Master of Nature, would spit upon and spurn
the Jew ; and the Jew, who, when he found his
advantage, would have the pound of flesh nearest
the heart of his bondsman. It was a contest of
religious zeal which had degencrated into the
blindest bigotrv, and associated itself with the
most ferocious and unchristian passions, against
industry and patience, which had made a forced
but intimate alliance with the most sordid craft
and the most unfecling avarice, to the utter extinc-
tion of every lofty principle of integrity and honour.

It is time to proceed to our melancholy task,
the rapid picture of the Iron Age of Judaism in
the West. The first dark scene in our tragic
drama is laid in a country where we should least
expect to find it, the Arabian kingdom of Grenada.
It was brought on by the imprudent zeal of the
Jews.  The nation was in the highest degree of
prosperity and esteem ; R. Samuel Levi was at
once prince of his own nation and vizier of the
king, when one of the Wise Men, Joseph Hallevi,
attempted to make converts among the Moslemites.
The stern orthodoxy of Islamism took fire, the
rash teachers were hanged, the race persecuted,

VOL. 1L x
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and 1500 families, of whom it was said that he
who had not heard of their splendour, their glory,
and their prosperity, had heard nothing, sunk into
disgrace and destitution.

A few vears after. the Christian monarch, Ferdi-
nand the Great, as though determined not to be
outdone in religious zeal by his rival, the Mos-
lemite king, before he undertook a war against
the Moors, determined to let loose the sword
against the Jews in hic own territories.  To their
honour. the clergy interfered, preveuted the mas-
sacre, and secured. not only the approval of their
own consciences, but likewise that of the Pope,
Alexander the Second. who, citing the example of
his predecessor. Gregory the Great, highly coms
mended their humanitv.  The sterner Hildebrand
assumed a different tone ; he rebuked Altonso the
Siath for having made laws restoring to the Jews
certain rights, submitting. as the pontff declared,
the church to the svnagogue of devils,

Of all people the zealous Jews imust have beheld
with the greatest amazement the preparations for
the crusades, when the whole Christian world, from
the king to the peasant, was suddenly scized with
a resolution to conguer the Holy Land of their
fathers, in order that they mivht be masters of the
sepulchre of the crucified Nazarene.  But the times
must have opened a most extensive field for traffie
and usury ; and no doubt the Jews, suppressing
their astonishment, did not ucmplu to avail them-
selves of such a golden opportunity of gain.  No-
thing was too valuable, too dear, or too sacred, but
that it nught be parted with to equip the soldier of
the Cross. If the more prudent and less zealous
monarchs, like our Williamn the Sccond, or nobles
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or churchmen, profited by the improvident ardour
of their compatriots to appropriate, at the lowest
prices, their fair ficlds, and goodly inheritances,
no doubt the Jews wrung no unprofitable bar-
gains from the lower class of more needy and as
reckless adventurers.  Arms and money must be
had ; and the merchant or usurer might dictate his
own terins.  But little did this prudent people
foresce the storm which impended over them. The
nation was widelv dispersed in Germany ; some
statutes of King Ladislaus show their existence in
Hungrary : in Bohemia they had rendered good
service, and lived on amicable terms with the
Christians ; in Franconia they were numerous; but
their chief numbers and wealth were found in the
flourishing cities along the banks of the Mosclle
and the Rhine.  When the first immense horde of
undisciplined fanaties of the lowest order, under the
command of Peter the Hermit, and Walter the
Pennvless, and the guidance of a goose and a goat,
assembled near the city of Treves, a murmur
rapidly spread throuch the camp, that, while they
were advancing to recover the sepulchre of their
Redeemer from the Infidels, they were leaving be-
hind worse unbelievers, the murderers of the Lord.
With one imjulse the crusaders rushed to the eity,
and began a relentless pillage, violation, and mas-
sacre of every Jew they could find.  In this hor-
rible day men were seen to slay their own children,
to save them from the worse usage of these sa-
vages; women, having deliberately tied stones
round themselves that they might sink, plunged
from the bridge, to save their honour and escape
baptism. The rest fled to the citadel as a place
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of refuge. They were received by the bishop with
these words :—* Wretches, your sins have come
upon you; ve who have blasphemed the Son of
God and calumniated his Mother. This is the
cause of your present miseries—this, if ye persist
in vour obduracy, will destroy vou body and soul
for ever.” He reproached them with their disre-
gard of Daniel’s prophecy of our Lord's coming,
and promized protection to their persons, and re-
spect to their property, on their conversion and
baptism.  Micha, the head of the Jews, mildly
requested instruction in the Christian tenets; the
bishop repeated a short creed; the Jews, in the
agony of terror, assented.  The same bloody scenes
were repeated in Metz, in Cologne, in Mentz,
in Worms, in Spire.  In Cologne two hundred
were dragged from the river into which they
had thrown themsclves, and hewn in picces. In
Worms they took refuge in the bishop's palace,
but it was besieged ; and, to escape worse horrors,
they slew each other.  In Spire they were more
successful ;  they offered a large sum for the
bishop’s protection—the appeal was irresistible.
The locust band passed on; evervwhere the tracts
of the crusaders were deeply marked with Jewish
blood. A troop, under Count Emico, offered the
same horrid sacrifices to the God of Mercy, in the
cities on the Maine and the Danube, even as far as
Hungary, where the influence of the king, Colo-
man, could not arrest his violence. How little
horror these massacres excited, may be judged from
the coolness with which they are related by the
faithful representatives of the spirit of the times,
the monkish historians.  The Emperor Henry
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the Fourth alone saw their atrocity ; in an edict
issued from Ratishon, he permitted such Jews as
had been baptized by force to resume their reli-
gion, and ordered their property to be restored.
At this period many took refuge in Silesia anl
Poland.

Half a century elapsed for the Jews to multiply
again their devoted race, and to heap up new trea-
sures to undergo their inalienable doom of pillage
and massacre. A sccond storm was seen gather-
ing in the distance ; and, like a bird of cvil omen,
which predicts the tempest, the monk Rodolph
passed through the cities of Germany to preach
the duty of wreaking vengeance on all the enemies
of God.  The terrible cry of Hep, the signal for
the massacre of the Jews, supposed to be an ab-
breviation of ** Hierosolyma est perdita—Jerusalem
is lost,”—ran through the cities of the Rhine. The
Jews knew who were included under the fatal de-
signation of Christ’s encemies : some made a timely
retreat, but frightful havoce took place in Cologne,
Mentz, Worms, Spire, and Strashurg. They found
an unexpected protector, the holy St. Bernard,
who openly reprobated these barbarities, and, in a
letter to the Bishop of Spire, declared that the
Jews were neither to be persecuted nor put to
death, nor even driven into exile.  The Pope, Eu-
genius the Third, espoused the same humane part;
and it has been conjectured that his release of
all debts due to Jewish usurers, was a kind of
charitable injustice, to diminish the gencral odium
against this unhappy people. The turbulent Ro-
dolph was shut up in his cloister.

‘These atrocities, however (aud we cannot lament
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our want of space, which prevents us from entering
more at large into such and similar crimes), were
the acts of a fanatic mob in the highest state of
religious intoxication. We must now behold a
mighty sovereizn and his barons uniting in deeds, if
less sanguinary, not less unjust.  Both m the north
and south of France, the Jews were numerous and
wealthy. In the south they were the most Hourish-
ing; thev were more mingled with the people, were
not entirely dispossessed of their landed property,
and were sometimes called to manage the finances
of the great feudatories.  In the north, though, as
in Paris, often obliged to inhabit a separate part
of the city, thev were spread through the whole
country, and had not entirely given up their lite-
rary pursuits : their academy at Troves had pro-
duced some of their most cuinent writers.  But
public detestation lowered upon them with a threat-
ening aspect. Stories were propagated, and found
an easy belief among ignorant and prejudiced
minds, of the most blasplhiemous and sanguinar

crimes perpetrated by the Jews. A rencgade muni
accused them of mtelligence with the mfidel sove-
reigms of Palestine. It was generally believed that
they often decoved Chiristian ehuildren into their
houses, and crucified them alnve ; that, by bribery
or theft, they would obtain possession of the con=
secrated Host, and submit it to every hind of insult,
Yet both king and nobles felt that to this odious
race they stood in the humibauug relation of
debtors.  The lavish expenditure caused by the
crusades, and the heavy exactions of the govern-
ment, made it necessary to rase money on any
terms. Their only alternative lay between the Jews
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and the few Lombard money-lenders, whom St.Ber-
nard scems to mean, when he denounces certain
Christians as more extortionate usurers than the
Jews. Thus the Jews had a hold upon almost all
the estates of the country, they had mortgages on
half Paris, and scarcely any one but had some
article in pawn; even the clergy, whose pleasures
were not without expense, had comumitted vessels,
reliquaries, even rehiques, to the profane hands of
these relentless extortioners, who probably scrupled
little to wring the greatest profit from the general
distress.  The Jews stood to the rest of society
something in the relation of the patricians in early
Rome and in Athens to the impoverished com=
monalty, but without their power.  Such was the
state ot affairs on the accession of the ambitious
Plalip Augustus.  During lus youth, it is said that
aJew (whether, as 15 often the case, the trequent
mention of a crime had excited some man of disor-
dered imagination to perpetrate it) had crucified a
young man named Richard, at Poutoise s the body
was brought to Paris, and wrought many miracles.
No sooner had Philip ascended the throne, than he
took a short way to relieve his burthened subjects,
by an edict, wiich confiscated all debts due 1o the
Jews, and commanded them to surrender all pledges
in their hands,  Amonyg the effects, a golden crue
aftix, and a Gospel adorned with precious stones,
were found.  The Jews were peacetully assembled
in therr synagogues on the sabbath (February 14)
when suddenly all these buildings were surrounded
by the royal troops, and the Jews dragged to prison,
while the oflicers took possession of their houses.
A new odict followed (April), which confiscated
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all their unmoveable goods, and commanded them
instantly to scll their moveables and to depart
from the kingdom. In vain they appealed to the
nobles and to the ministers of the Gospel; holy
bishops as weil as fierce barons closed their ears
against the cupplications of unfortunate creditors
and obstinate unbelicvers.  Obliged to part with
their cffects at the lowest prices, the Jews sadly
departed, amid the execrations of the people, and
bearing away little but their destitute wives and
children from the scenes of their birth and in=
fancy. The decree was rigidly executed in the
royal domains: in the south of France thg great
vassals paid less respect to the royal edict, and the
Jews were still found in those provinces, sometimes
in offices of trust.

But strange as it might appear to them, the na-
tion was neither more wealthy, nor the public bur-
thens less grievous, after this summary mode of
wiping off the national debt.  Before twenty vears
had elapsed, France beheld her haughty monarch
bargaining with this detested race for their re-ad-
mission into the country ; and, what is no less ex-
traordinary, the Jews, forgetting all past injustice
in the steady pursuit of gain, on the faith of such
a king, scitling again in this inhospitable king-
dom, and filling many streets of Paris which were
assigned for their residence. It was not till twenty
years after, that an cdict was issued to regulate
their usurious exactions and the persons to whom
it might be lawful to lend money. They might
not lend to an artizan, nor to any man who' had no
heritable property ; nor to a monk or spiritual per-
son, without the consent of his superior; to no
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other person, soldier, burgher, or trader, without the
consent of his lord. The sacred treasures of the
church were on no account to be taken in pledge ;
nor any implement or beast used in agriculture.
The intercst was limited to two deniers on the
livre weekly, which would make nearly 50 per cent.
vearly. The other articles of this decree regulated
the paviment of existing debts.  Philip Augustus,
and some of his barons, made another ordinance
for the regulation of debts to Jews: it enforced
their having a common seal and the register of
their debts under appointed officers.  In the south,
their copdition was still comparatively prosperous;
it was among the bitter charges of Pope Innocent
the Third against Ravmond, the lreretical Count of
Toulouse, that he emploved Jews in high official
situations.

On the accession of Louis VIII. he gratified
his impoverished barons with a new decree, which
at once annulled all future interest on debts due
to the Jews, and commanded the payment of the
capital within three years, at three separate instal-
ments.  The Jews were declared attached to the
soil, and assigned as property to the feudatories.
In the crusade against Raymond, the seventh Count
of Toulouse, it was among the terms of his sub-
mission, that he should no longer employ Jewish
officers.

Louis IX. ascended the throne, a man whose
greatness and whose weakness make us alternately
applaud and reprobate his claim to the designation
of Saint. But his greatness was his own, his weak-
ness that of his age. Unhappily it was this darker
part of his character which necessarily predomi-
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nated in his transactions with the Jews.  Already
during his minority an edict had been passed, again
probibiting all future interest on debts due to Jews.
Louis himself entered into the policy of forcing
them to give up what was considered the nefarious
trade of usury. Another law (soon after his ac-
cession) recognised the property of cach baron in
lis Jews, whom hLe might seize by torce on the
estate of another. In 1234, Louis, for the welfare
of his soul, annulled one-third of all debts due to
Jews. No bailiff might arvest or maltreat a Chris-
tian for any debt due to a Jew, or force him to sell
his moveables. The populace readily concurred
with their devout monarch in the persecution of
their creditors. Louis was actuated by two motives,
both grounded on rebigion; one, nnplacable hatred
towards the enemies ot Chrnst, the other, a cone
scientious conviction of the unlawfulness of usury.
The Lombards and (ahorsins shared in the devout
abhorrence of the saintly monarch.  Much of his
njustice may be traced w a desire of converting the
Jews from usurious monev-lenders into laborious
artizans.  But policy entered httle into the nunds
of the populace. In 1289, they rose upon the
Jewish quarter in Paris, and committed trighttul ra=
vages ; their example was followed in Orleans and
many other considerable citics.  ‘The preat vassals
were not behind in Jawless barbarty.  The assize
of Brittany surpassed the worst fanaticisin or in-
justice of sovereign or people. It was held by
John the Red, at Ploermel. It complained that
busbandry was ruined by the usurious cxactions
of the Jews. It banished them from the country,
aonulled all their debts, gave permission to those
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who possessed their property to retain it; it pro~
hibited any molestaion or information against a
Chrigtian who might kill a Jew; in other words, i
licensed general pillage and murder. The uext
ordinance of the pious Louis was aimed not only at
the usuries, but also at the religion, of the Jews,
Something of awe mingled with the general feeling
of detestation against tlus devoted race. The Jews
were suspected of possessing much dark know-
ledge, which thev employed to wreak their revenge
on Cliristians.  "They were in alhance with the evil
spirits,  They were the masters of many fearful
secrets and cabalistic spells. A council prohibited
their practising as physicians, for who knew by
what assisiance they nnght heal ! The great source
as well of their blasphemies against Christ, as of
these daugerous and mysterious secrets, was their
dark and unintellizible Talmud.  An edict was
igsucd for the destrucuon of these volumes.  Four-
and-twenty carts-full of ponderous tomes were
committed to the flames in Pans.

Could St Louis have completed his task, and
cradicated the Talmud from the hearts of the Jewish
people, he migiit have shahen the Rabbimeal power,
and inflicted a fatal blow upon the rehgion.  Many
of the wise men fled, to secure their treasures of
knowledge.  The emigration was well umed for
Louis, who wanted money tor his crusade.  The
gouds of the emigrants and their debts were scized
for the use of the hing.  One thing was yet want-
ing to crown the cup of misery.  Notwithstanding
his marked and indelible features, in the common
dress of the country, the Israclite might escape the
blind fury of the populace.  To cowplete bis out
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lawry,.and to mark him out as an objeet of ine-
vitable persecution, it was ordained that he should
wear a sort of conspicuous outward brand upon
his dress : this was called the Rouelle. It was to
be worn by both sexes, and consisted of a piece
of blue cloth on the front and on the back of the
garment. This device originated in the clergy.
It was enacted by the Council of Lateran, under
Innocent the Third, (a pontiff more hostile than
his predecessors to the Jews,) as a general usage
throughout Christianity. It was enforced by other
councils, as at Rouen and at Arles. It was finally
made a law of the realm by St. Louis, in the year
before his death, who thus hequeathed to the
miserable subjects, whom he had oppressed during
his life, a new legacy of shame and calamity.

We arc fatigued, our readers also are perhaps
equally so, with the dreary prospect which, like
the desert wilderness, still spreads before us. We
know not where to look for gleams of Christian
mercy through these clouds of fanaticism and in-
Justlcc In Gennany, indeed, the emperors strove
against the spirit of the age; that most extraor-
dinary character, Frederick thc Second, aggra-
vated the suspicions which attached to his Chris-
tianity, on account of his high-minded resistance to
the Papal power, by extending what was deemed
unchristian protection over this proscribed race.
They brought him intelligence that three Christian
children had been found dead, at the time of the
Passover, in the house of a Jew. ¢ Let them be
buried, then,” coolly replied the philosophic em-

. But the emperor rendered the Jews a more
effectual service, by instituting an investigation of
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the fact, whether Jews were bound to murder chil-
dren on that day. The cause was decided by
grave theologians to the acquittal of the Jews from
this monstrous charge. We pass over many
similar incidents, which show the barbarous cre-
dulity of the Clhristians, and pause only to relate
the most extravagant of all.  When the victorious
hordes of the Mongolian Tartars threatened to
overrun the whole of Europe, the Jews are said to
have held a mecting, to have solemnly recognised
this wild people as brethren, descendants of their
own ancestors, and determined 1o assist their plans
of conquest over their Christian oppressors.  For
this purpose they made proposals to the emperor to
enter into a feigned league with the fierce savages,
to sul)ply them with the rich wine of the country,
which they promised to mingle with poison. The
waggons set forth with their freight; they were
stopped on a bridge over the Danube by a collector
of tolls ; they insisted on passing free, as being
employed on a service of vital interest to the em-
pire. The toll-collector suspected their truth—
forced open one of the casks—which was found to
contain arms.  Yet cven this tale was received
with ready credulity.

The council of Vienna, A.C. 1267, urged still
farther that most dangerous plan of persecution,
the total separation of the Jews from the society,
and conscquently from the sympathies, of their
fellow-men.  They were interdicted the use of
Christian baths and inns; they might employ no
Christian servant, nor farm any toll. A severe
mulct was thought necessary against their criminal
counexion with Christian women. They were
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commanded to wear a distinctive dress, a pointed
cap. There were other clauses enforcing the pay-
ment of dues to the Christian clerey, respecet for
Christian cereraonies, and the prohibition to all
Christians to join in social intercourse or to buy
meat of the Jews.

In Spain, the darkness pathered more slowly ;
as the Christian kingdoms gradually encroached
on the still retreating Mahometans, the Jews seem
to have changed their masters with no great re-
luctance, and the moderation or the policy of the
sovereigns of Castile and Aragon usually refrained
from anv act which might array these useful sub-
jects against them.  The Jews were still frequently
entrusted with the administration of the finances;;
and. as they were permitted to maintain a loftier
rauk in society, so they did not disgrace that rank
by those base and extortionate practices to which
they sank or were reduced under Jess generous
masters : they were respected, and respected them-
selves.  Their own writers rddate the improbable
history of a persecution under the good Alfonso
the Chaste; but. if true, it was little more than a
court intricue of a Christian endeavouring to sup-
plant a Jewish favourite.  On the fatal occasion
of assembling a fanatic mob of crusaders, they
did not entirely escape 5 the storm fellupon 12, 000
Jews who inhabited Toledo, but the King Alfonso
of Castile interfered in their behalf, and the Pope,
Honorius 111, openly rebuked all violence, but
recommended the cruel measure of enforeing a
distinctive mark upon the dress. I)uring thesc
days of peace, several converts of eminence were

made to the Church: an open dispute was held
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in Barceclona, between two of the most powerful
advocates of the two religions; and the work of
Raimond Martin, under the quaint title of the
Dagger of the Faith, an extraordinary book for its
age, which arose out of the controversy, gives no
mean idea of the talents of the disputants. Jewish
literature and poetry still flourished in this genial
region.

We return to France to witness a repetition of
the same cxtraordinary proccedings which sig-
nalized the reign of Philip Augustus : the monarch
oppressing, and finally expelling the Jews, his
successor reduced by his poverty to enter into an
ignominious treaty with these exiles, and the inde-
fatigable Jews as readilv retuming to undergo the
same or worse calamities.  Philip 111. enforced
and increased the severity of the laws of Louis 1X.
Philip 1V. (the Fair), atter some vain attempts to
wean the Jews from their usurious dealings, and to
enforce their adoption of commercial habits, after
selling his protection to individuals, and even
limiting the power of the clergy over their persons,
adopted the policy of Philip Augustus, the total
expulsion of the race.  1In onc day (the 22d July,
13806), the most wealthy Jews of Languedoc were
seized, their goods sold, and their debts confiscated
to the crown.  The same scene took place in Paris:
their synagogues were converted into churches,
their cemeteries desecrated, their grave-stones torn
up and uscd for building.  Five years after, whe-
ther the law of eapulsion had been imperfectly
executed, or many of them had stolen back to the
ﬁl;c::a of their former abode, or whether they had

allowed to return to prove their own debts
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for the advantage of the crown, a second total ex-
pulsion took place, and the soil of France was for
a time secured from the profanation of the feet of
the circumcised.

Yet scarcely had the son of Philip the Fair,
Louis X, ascended the throne, than the disor-
dered state of the roval finances constrained the
submission of the king and all his nobles to the
rcadmission of the Jews; and the Jews without
hesitation consented to purchase, at a considerable
price, the happiness of inhabiting a land where
they had already been thus plundered and mal-
treated. Unhappy race—the earth perhaps offered
them no safer asvlum! Thev were permitted to
settle in the kingdom of France for twelve years ;
their cemeteries, their svnagogues, and their
sacred books, were restored ; they were encouraged
to reclaim before the tribunals such debts as had
not been recovered by the royal conmissioners, of
which they were to receive onc-third, the other
two-thirds went to the hing.  The secret motive
of this mercy is suthiciently clear.  But dearly
did they purchase the precarious life which they
led in this unsettled land.  The next King, Philip
the Long, issued aun ordinance, in some degree
favourable 1o the Jews on the roval domains, but
they were exposed to the tyranny of their lords
the barons, to the jealousy of the clergy, and to
the usurpations of the Inquisition, eagerly watching
an opportunity to comprehend them within its
fatal sphere. But these cvils, through strong
faith,—it may bc feared, through far stronger
avarice,—might have been endured. A worse
and more unforeseen devastation burst upon their
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heads. This was the rising of the peasants. Long
before, during the captivity of St. Louis, a multi-
tude of the lowest orders had assembled, and an-
nounced their intention, or rather their Divine
commission, to rescuc their beloved saint and
king. They had signalized their zeal by great
barbaritics against the Jews. Now a more gene-
ral commotion took place; under the guidance
of a priest and a mouk, the peasants, and shep-
herds drew together from all quarters : their de-
sign they probably knew not themselves.  Some
vague prophecies were said to be received among
them, let the Holy Land was to be conjuered only
by shepherds and by the poor in spirit. They
travelled in still increasing masses, committing no
violence or outrage, entreating bread at the gates
of the wondering cities for the love of God.  They
had ncither arms nor discipline—many were with-
out shoes. The flocks, the labours of the field,
were abandoned as they passed; voung and old
fell into their ranks. They marched in a kind of
order behind a banner with a white cross. So
they traversed the kingdom from Bourges, one
party northward to Paris, where the government
was appalled by their appearance ; the greatest
number spread into Languedoc.  They were driven
only by famine to excesses against their Christian
brethren, but by the sternest fanaticism to the most
relentless barbarities against the Jews.  Every-
where this unhappy race, which the government
could not have protected if it would, were pillaged,
massacred, or put to the torture. ' Where they could,
they fled to the fortified places; 500 made their
escape to Verdun, on the Garonne ; the governor
VOL. III Y
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gave them a tower to defend ; the shepherds as-
sailed them, set fire to the gates; the desperate
Jews threw their children, in hopes of mercy, down
to the besiegers, and slew each other to a man.
In almost all the cities of Languedoc these
frightful scenes took place, vet this was hut the
beginning of sorrows. An epidemic pestilence
followed in the ensuing vear. But a people in
such a state of excitement could not look to the
natural causes of such a visitation, the universal
distress and famine consequent on the general
abandonment of labour, and the wide-spread de-
vastation. Dark rumours were propagated that
the fountains. and even the rivers, of the kingdom
had been poisoned.  Public detestation pointed at
once to the authors of this dire crime, the Lepers
and the Jews ; the Lepers as the agents, the Jews
as the principals. A correspondence was said to
have been detected between the king of Tunis and
other infidel kings and the Jews, offering them
large rewards for their co-operation in this diabolic
scheme.  The poor lepers were first tortured to
confess, and on their confession condenmed. The
Jews' turn came next ; the pope, John XXIT. had
seized the opportunity of their misery, during the
preceding  year, to aggravate it by denoundng
their detestable sorceries and magic, and by com-
manding their Talmuds to be burned. The Papal
sanction was thus given to the atrocities which
followed. In many provinces, savs a chrouicler,
especially in Aquitaine, the Jews were bummed
without distinction. At Chinon a deep ditch was
dug, an enormous pile raised, and 160 of hoth
sexcs burned together. Many of them plunged
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into the ditch of their own accord, singing hvmns,
as though they were going to a wedding. Many
women with their children threw themsel o in
to escape foreible baptism. At Paris, those alone
were burned who confessed their erimes, but the
richest were detained in prison to verifv their
confiscated debts. The kinyg received from their
spoils 150,000 livres.

In the midst of this, Philip V. died, and the heir,
King Charles 1V graciously pardonad the sur-
vivors, on condition of a large paviment : 57.000
livres were assessed on the Jews of Languedoc s
they were permitted to leave their prisons o col-
lect the sum required, and then, as the height of
merey, allowed to gather together the rest of their
effects and depart from the kingdom. A third
time the same strange scene was enacted. A
second pestilence, in 1348, completed the w retch-
edness of the few Jews that remamed in this
desolated country : while themselves were perish-
ing by hundreds, the old accusation of poisoning
the wells was renewed, and the sword of vengeance
let loose to waste what the plague had spared®.

The Jews, driven in this merciless manner from
the country where their portion had been the un-
restrained excesses of the boors, and legal punish-
ment as authors of a great national calamuty, the
pestilence, by which themselves had suffered so
dro.ulhllly——londv(l in short with every popular
outrage and calumny, began nevertheless to steal
back into a land where their sordid industry still

*® They were recvived with kindness by Clement V1, ia
the territory of Avignon.
v 2
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found a harvest ; and no sooner were the distresses
of the kingdom at their height, through the civil
wars, the conquests of the English, and the cap-
tivity of the king (John), than they opened a ne-
gotiation with the regent to purchase the privilege
of returning to this land of lawlessness and blood.
Menccier, of Vesoul, conducted the treaty on the
part of the Jews. The terms were not finally ar-
ranged till the return of the king, though it scems,
by the appgintment of Louis, Count I’Etampes, as
guardian of the Jews, that they had entered the
kingdom during the regency. The price of ad-
mission into the kingdom was fixed at fourteen
florins for a man and his wife; for children and
servants, one florin two tournois; the price of
residence at seven florins annually for man and
wife : children and servants, one florin. The
treaty was for twenty vears. The Jews might buy
houses, possess synagogues, cemeteries, and their
sacred books. They were no longer under baro-
nial jurisdiction, but under the king, represented
by lus officer, the yuardian of the Jews. They
were free from all other taxes except land-tax.
The interest of money was fixed at four deniers
the livre weekly—doubie the former standard. They
might defend their houses and property from un-
lawful attacks. They could not be challenged to trial
by battle. They were not to be compelled to hear
Christian sermons.  Finally, all their former pri-
vileges were confirmed.  For some time the po-
sition of the Jews scemed materially improved ;
though still pursued by the clergy and the people
with unmitigated hatred, they had detached the
crown from the hostile confa{cncy. In Langue-
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doc the clergy published an excommunication
against all who should furnish the Jews with fire,
water, bread, or wine. The civil power, the Mar-
shal d’Audenham, interposed, and repressed the
fiery zeal of the churgﬁ? Charles the Fifth re-
newed the treaty, first for six, afterwards for ten
years. The crown began to have open dealings
with, and to raise loans from, the Jews. The
prudent Menecier de Vesoul, their acknowledged
representative, appears to have conducted their
affairs with great address; the worst grievance
must have been their being still compelled to
wear a distinguishing mark upon their dress; but
even this they obtained permission to lay aside on
a journey. But with their wealth, their danger in-
evitably increased.  Whether honest or usurious,
their gains were wrung from an impoverished no-
bility and people.  During the administration of
the Duke of Anjou, a tumult took place, arising
out of the heavy burthens of the people. The
nobles cried aloud for the expulsion of the Jews ;
the people wreaked their rage partly on the ar-
chives where their debts were registered, partly on
the Jews, who were pillaged and slain, their chil-
dren torn from their mothers’ anns, and carried to
the churches to be baptized. The strong arm of
authority allayed for a time, but could not suppress,
the brooding stormn of popular emotion. During
the carly part of the reign of Charles the Sixth,
the Jews were treated with equity and considera-
tion; in the frequent disputes which arose about
the registering and recovery of their debts, they
obtained equal justice ; in one respect alone they
were unfortunate—they were withdrawn from the
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special jurisdiction of the king, and submitted to
the ordinary tribunals. But the distresses of the
country still increased ; with the distresses, the
difficulty of obtaining money : every order layv at
the mercy of the monev-lender. But former ca-
lamities did not teach the Jews moderation; re-
gardless that thev were arraying against themselves
both nobles and people, they went on accumulating
their perilous riches, till, like a thunderclap, the
fatal edict burst upon them, commanding them
once more to evacuate the kingdom, though on
milder terms, with the liberty of receiving all debts
due w them, and of sclling their property. The
cause of this change in the roval policy is pro-
bably to he sought in the malady of the unhappy
king. His confessor was perpetually at his ear,
urging to the disordered and melancholy monarch
the sin of thus protecting an accursed people from
the miscries to which thev were deservedly doomed
by the wrath of God. The nobles hated them as
debtors, the people as fanatics. The queen was won
over, and the advice of those few wise counscliors
who represented the danger of depriving the
country of the industry of such a thriving and
laborious community, was overborne by more
stern advisers.  An accusation made without proof
against the Jews of Paris, of the murder of a
convert to the Church, aggravawed the popular
fury. Four of the most wealthy were scourged
two successive Sundays in all the cross-roads of
Paris, and bought their lives at the price of 18,000
francs. The rest were allowed a month to wind
up their affairs; and the whole Jewish community

" for the last tine the borders of France,
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for a long and an indefinite period of banish-
ment,

The history of the German Jews during the thir-
teenth and fourteenth centuries displays the same
dreary picture of a people, generally sordid, some-
times opulent, holding their wealth and their lives
on the most precarious tenure. No fanatic monk
set the populace in commotion, no public calamity
took place, no atrocious or extravagant report was
Kmpng:ucd. but it fell upon the heads of this un-

appy caste.  Fatal tumults were caused by the
march of the Flagellants, a set of mad enthusiasts,
who passed through the cities of Germany, pre-
ceded by a crucifix, and scourging their naked and
blceding backs as they went, as a punishment for
their own offences and those of the Christian world.
These fanatics atoned as they supposed, rather
than aguravated, their sing against the God of
mercy, by plundering and murdering the Jews in
Frankfort and other places.  The same dark
stories were industriously propagated, readily be-
lieved, and ferociously avenged, of fountains
poisoned, children crucified, the Host stolen and
outraged.  The power of their liege Jord and
emperor, even when exerted for their protection,
was but slightly respected and feebly enforced,
especially where every province and almost every
city had or cluimed an independent jurisdiction,
Still persecuted in one city, they fled to another,
and thus spread over the whole of Germany,
Silesin, Brandenburgh, Bohemia, Lithuania, and
Poland—oppressed by the nobles, anathematized
by the clergy, hated as rivals in trade by the
burghers in the commercial cities, despised and
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abhorred by the populace. Of the means by
which the general hatred was exasperated and
kept alive, we will select one legend (the story
has its parallel in almost every country), which
is commemorated, to their infinite shame, in the
enlightened city of Brusscls to the prescnt day,
by a solemn procession of the clergy, and the
exposition of the Host. It is taken from a book
regularly reprinted and sold, and which all faith-
ful members of the church are directed to receive
as undoubted truth, because * charity believeth
all things!!”—A Jew, named Jonathan of En-
ghien, desired to posscss himself of the conse-
crated Host in order to treat it with the sacri-
legious insult by which that impious race delighted
in showing their hatred to Christianity. He
applied to one John of Louvain, whose poverty
could not resist the bribe of sixty golden coins,
called moutons d’or. John mounted by night into
the chapel of St. Catherine, stole the pix with its
sacred contents, and comveved it to Jonathan,
The Jew, triumphant in his iniquity, assembled
his friends, when they blasphemed the Host in
the most impious manner, but abstained from
piercing it with their knives till the approaching
Good Friday. In the mean time, on account
of the murder of their son, Jonathan's wife per-
suaded him to migrate to Brussels. There the
Host was borne into the synagogue, treated with
the grossest insult, then pierced with knives.
The blood poured forth profusely, but the ob-
durate Jews, unmoved by the miracle, dispersed
tranquilly to their homes.  Having done this,
they resolved to send their treasure to Cologne.



THE JEWS BURNED ALIVE. 329

They made choice of a woman, unfortunately
for them, secretly converted to the Catholic faith,
as the bearer. Her poverty, but not her will,
consented: but during the night, seized with
remorse of conscience, she determined to de-
nounce the crime to the clergy. The conse-
quences may be anticipated @ all the Jews were
arrested, put to the torture, convicted, condemned
to be torn by red-hot pincers, and then burned
alive. The picture of their sufferings as they
writhed on the stake is exhibited with horrid
coolness, or rather satisfaction, in the book of the
legend.  And this triumph of the faith, supported,
it is said, by many miracles, is, to the present
day, commemorated in one of the first Christian
citics in Europe.
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In the dark ages England was not advanced be-
vond the other nations of Europe in the civil or
religious wisdom of toleration. While the sove-
reign authority—that of the pope in Italy, of the
emperor in Germany, and of the kings in Spain—
frequently held in check the fierce animosities of
the nobles, the clergy, and the populace, against
their Tsraclitish subjects ; with rare exceptions the
kings of England, like those of France, joined in
the inhuman and impolitic confederacy against
them.  There were Jews in England under the
Saxons. The ecclesiastical constitutions of Eg-
bright, Archbishop of York, A.C. 740, prohibit
Christians from appearing at Jewish feasts. They
are named in a charter to the monks of Croyland,
A.C. 833. They are said to have purchased from
William the Conqueror the right of settlement in
the country. His son, William Rufus, shocked the
devout feelings of his people, by his open inter-
course with the encmies of Christ.  He appointed
a public debate in London between the two par-
ties, and profancly swore, *“ by the face of St
Luke,” that if the Rabbins defeated the Bishops,
he would tumm Jew himself. The Jews boasted
that they obtained the victory, while the trem-
bling people, in a thunder-storm and an carth-
quake, recognised the wrath of God against the
irrcligious king.  But William was unmoved ; he
received at Rouen the complaint of certain Jews,
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that their children had been seduced to the pro-
fession of Christianitv. Their petition was sup-
ported by a liberal offer of money.  Many, cither
from conviction or confiding in the king's pro-
tection, abjured their new imtll One \tvphon
offered sixty marks for his son's restoration to
Judaism, but the son had the courage to resist
the imperious monarch. ** Get thee hence, quickly,”
said the king, **and obev, or, by the face of
St. Luke, I will cause thine eves to be plucked
out of thine head.” The young man temperately
adhered to his determination.  The king vielded,
on which the Jew demanded back his money;
the monarch unwillingly restored halt. Rufus gave
still decper offence, by farming to Jews the vacant
bishoprics. During this reign Jews were esta-
blished in Oxford and in London. In the tormer
city they had three halls, for the accommeodation
of youth :—Lombard Hall, Moses Hall, and
Jacob Hall. They taught Hebrew to Christian
as well as Jewish students.  Thuey were not, how-
ever, permitted a burial-ground—their only cene-
terv was in St. Giles, Cripplezate, in London.*
As history is silent about t{xcm for a short period,
we may conclude that they were growing in
opulence, and, consequently, in public detestation.
In the 10th of Stephen the same dark tales
began to be bruited a{;ro:ul which were so readily
credited on the Continent;—they are said to
have crucified a youth at Norwich. ** This crime,”
their historian shrewdly obscrves, ¢ they are

* They afterwards obtained a piece of hurialground, the
site on vh:th the beautiful tower and part of Magdalene

College stand.
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never said to have practised but at such times
as the king was manifestly in want of money.”
The same atrocity was imputed to them at Glou-
cester, and at St. Edmondsbury. At the latter
place the churchmen derived further advantage
besides aggravating the general hatred against the
Jews ;—the body of the youth was interred with
great solemnity, and his tomb wrought frequent
miracles. Nor did the king (Henry the Second)
overlook this favourable opportunity for filling his
coffers: twelve vears before, he had extorted a
large sumn from the Jews— 5000 marks—and
banished many, probably those who refused to
accede to his terms.  Other anccdotes illustrate
their increasing wealth and unpopularity.  They
are charged with having lent money to some of the
adventurers for Ireland, who undertook that enter-
prise contrary to the king’s order: and with re-
ceiving in pledge some of the sacred treasures of
the church of St. Edmondsbury : it is to be hoped
that this transaction had no connexion with the
horrible charge related above.®  The most re-

* « Others,” says the author of Anglia Judaica, * were
grown so presumptuous as to scotf at and ndicule the highest
dignitaries of the church.”  For we read that a certain Jew,
having the honour about this time to travel towards Shrews-
bury, in company with Richard Peche, archdeacon of Mal-

as, in Cheshire, and a reverend dean, whose name was
ville, amongst other discourse, which they condescended

tu entertain him with, the archdeacon told him that his
jurisdiction was so large as to reach from a place called
Il Street, all along till they came to Malpas, and tovk in a
wide circumference of country. ‘To which the infidel, being
more witty than wise, immediately replied, * Say you so,
Sir? Godgrant me, then, a good deliverance. Forit seemn 1



336 . HISTORY OF THE JEWS.

wmarkable evidence of their wealth is, that at a
parliament held at Northampton, to raisc a tax
for an expedition to the Holy Land, the whole
Christian population was assessed at 70,000/.—
the Jews alone at 60,000. The abandonment of
the expedition, and the death of the king, pre-
vented the levying of this enormous burthen. But
Henry’s death, instead of relieving them from op-
pression, was the accidental cause of a worse
calamity—it gave an occasion for all the passions,
which had long been brooding within the hearts
of the people, to break forth into ficrce and un-
disguised hostility. The whole nation crowded to
the coronation of the brave Richard the First.
Among the rest the Jews were eager to offer their
allegiance, and to admire the splendour of the
spectacle. They came in such apparel as suited
the occasion, and were prepared with costly offer-
ings to the new sovereign.  But the jealous cour-
tiers, and the whole people, demanded the exclusion
of such notorious sorcerers from the royal presence,
who were likely to blast all the prosperity of the
reign by their ill-omened appearance.  Peremp-

am riding in a country where Sin is the archdeacon, and the
Devil himeelf the dean—where the entrance into the arch-
deaconry is Il Street, and the going from it Bad Stepw ;"
alluding to the French words ¢ Péchié and Malpan ™ Our
author is grievously offended at these hberties being taken
with such reverend personages; but chanitably coucludex,
that so facetious a Jew would hardly have been concerned in
such tragical crimes us they were cf;urgud with.  The story
rather judicates that the clergy and the Jews sometunes met
on terms of siity ; and it is curious as showing the mixture
of French und Kaglish which seems to have prevailed in the
language of the time.
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tory orders were issued that none should be ad-
mitted. A few strangers incautiously ventured,
supposing themselves unknown, into the abbey ;
they were detected, maltreated, and dragged forth,
half dead, from the church. The news spread like
wild firc; the populace rose at once, broke open
the houses of the Jews which they suspected, and
found, to conceal under a modest exterior incal-
culable wealth : they pillaged and set fire on all
sidles. The king sent the chief justiciary, Sir
Richard Glanville, to arrest the tummult.  Avarice
and hatred were too strong for authority, and
during the whole night the scene of plunder and
havoc went on. The king, when the people,
satiated withtheir booty, had retired, ordered a strict
investigation.  Many were apprehended—three
were hanged ; but such secmsto have been the state
of the public feeling, that the government either
would not, or dared not, revenge the wrongs
inflicted on the Jews: of the three, two suffered
for robbing a Christian, on pretence of his being
a Jew; one for setting fire to the house of a Jew,
which burned down the next, belonging to a Chris-
Jdan.  One Benedicet, to save his life, had submitted
‘0 baptism.  He appealed to the king to relcase
nm l!rom his compulsory engagement.  The king
“eferred this new case to the Archbishop of Can-
erbury, who was present. The archbis}wp Bald-
win, who was more used to handle the battle-axe
han to turn over tomes of cusuistry, answered,
Jhough bluntly, perhaps with more plain sense
Jhan his more learned irethren might have done,
* Why,if he is not willing to become a servant of
Jod, he must even continue a servant of the devil.”
YOL. LIl z
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The intelligence of the vengeance wrought by the
citizens of London on the enemies of the Lord,
probably likewise of the rich spoil they had ob-
tained, spread rapidly throughout the country. Al
England was then swarming with fanatic friars
preaching the Crusade, and fierce soldiers, of all
classes, who had taken up the cross.  The example
of London sounded like a tocsin, and directed
their vet untried zeal and valour against the wealth
and the infidelity of the Jews. At Norwich. at
Edmondshury, at Stamford, the Jews were plun-
dered, maltreated, slain. At Lincoln they took
timely warming—and, with the connivance of the
governor, secured themselyves and their more valu-
able effects in the castle. At York, more disas-
trous scenes took place.  Benedict, the relapsed
convert, was a native of that city, but died in
London of the ill-usage he had received.  His
friend Jacimus (Joachim) returned to York with
the sad intelligence ; but scarcely had he arrived
when he found the city in a state of the most
alarming excitement.  The house of Benediet, a
spacious building, was attached : the wife and
children of Benedict, with many others who had
fled there as to a place of strength, were murdered
the house burned to the ground. Jouachim, with
the wealthiest of the Jews, took refuge in the
castle with their most valuable effects; those who
were not sufficiently expeditious were put to the
sword—neither age nor sex was respected ; a few
only escaped by submitting to baptisin,

The Jews within the citadel, whether on good
grounds ur not, suspected that secret negotiations
were going on between the governor of the castle,
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and the populace, for their surrender; the go-
vernor, it was subtly spread abroad among them,
was to be repaid for Lis treachery by a large share
of the plunder.  The desperate men felt that they
had but one alternative ; they seized the opportu-
nity of the governor’s absence in the town, closed
the gates against him, and boldly manned the cita-
del.  The sheriff of the county h.lp}mwd to be in
the town with an armed force. At the persuasion
of the indignant governor, and the popul:\ce, he
gave the signal for attack; but, alarmed at the
frantic fury with which the rabble swarmed to the
assault, he endeavoured to revoke his fatal order,
but in vain. A more influential body, the clergy,
openly urged on the besiegers. A canon regular,
of the Premonstratensian order, stood in the midst
of the ferocious multitude, in his surplice, shouting
aloud, ** Destroy the enemies of Christ 5 destroy
the cnemies of Chirist.”  Every morning  this
fierce churchman took the sacrament, and then
proceeded to his post, where he perished at length,
crushed by a great stone from the battlements,
The besicged, after a manful resistance, found
their fate unavoidable. A council was summoned.
Their Rabbi, a forcigner, a man educated in one
of their schools of learning, and universally re-
spected for lus profound kuowlvdge of the Law,
rose up.  ** Men of Isracl,” he said, ** the God of
our Fathers, to whom noue can say, * What doest
thou !’ calls upon us to dic for our Law. Death is
inevitable ; but we may yet choose whether we
will die speedily and nobly, or ignominiously,
after horrible torments and the most barbarous
usage—iny advice is, that we voluntarily render up
z 2
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our souls to our Creator, and fall by our own
hands. The deed is both reasonable, and accord-
ing to the Law, and is sanctioned by the example
of our most illustrious ancestors.” The old man
sat down in tears. The assembly was divided ;
some declared that he had spoken wiscly : others
that it was a hard saving. T}w Rabbi arose again,
and said, ** Let those who approve not of my pro-
posal, depart in peace.” Some few obeved, and
left the place—the greater number remained un-
moved upon their seats. They then arose, col-
lected their most precious effects, burned all that
was combustible, and buried the rest. They set
fire to the castic in many places, cut the throats
of their wives and children, and then their own.
The Rabbi and Joachim alone survived. The
place of honour was reserved for the Rabbi; he
first slew Joachim, then pierced himself to the
heart. The next morning the populace rushed to
the assault with their accustomed fury.  They be-
held flames bursting from every part of the castle ;
and a few miserable wretches, with supphcations
and wild cries, running to and fro on Ju- battle-
ments, who related the fate of their companions ;
they entreated mercey ; they offered to submit to
baptis.  No sooner were the tenns aceepted,
and the gates opencd, than the fanatic mulutude
soured in, and put every living being to the sword

vot content with this triwmph, they rushed to the
cathedral, demanded all the bonds and obligations,
which had been laid up there in the archives, and
cast them all into an enormous bonfire.  The king
might perhaps have forgiven their former crime,
the massacre of his unoffending cubjects, but this
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was an inexpiable offence—treason against his
exchequer—as all these debts would have fallen
to the Crown.  Geoffrey Rydal, Bishop of Ely,
the Chancellor, was sent to York, to investizate
the affair, but the ringleaders of the riot fled for a
time to Scotland, the chief citizens entered into
recognizances ; nor does it appear that any persons
paid the penalty of the law for this atrocious mas-
sacre, by which 500 or 1500 men (the numbers
vary) were put to death.

On his return from captivity, Richard dirccted
his attention to the affairs of the Jews ; the justices
on their circuits were ordered to inquire who were
the murderers, and what became of the property
which had been seized: all who were in posses-
sion of these effects, and had not compounded by a
fine, were to be brought to justice.  The whole
community was placed under certain statutes. The
Jews were formally recognised as belonging to the
Crown. Their property was to be registered, on
pain of forfeiture.  No bonds or obligations were
to be valid, unless made in the presence of two
lawyers, Jews, two lawyers, Chrnistians, with two
public notaries, and enrolled ; a fee to the Crown
was due on the enrohnent of every bond. Two
Jjustices of the Jews were appointed, who attended
at the exchequer to superintend this important
branch of the royal revenue ; there was hkewise
an officer named the Jews’ Escheator.

John, previous to his accession, had probably
many dealings with the Jews ; he knew their value,
as a source of revenue, and commenced his reign
with hcaping favours upon them, by which more
were daily tempted to settle in the kingdom. It
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might almost seem that this weak and unprincipled,
but crafty prince, had formed a deliberate scheme
of allowing them to accunulate ample treasures, in
order that hereafter he might reap a richer harvest
of plunder, and render himself independent of his
unruly subjects. Their High-priest received a
patent for his office from the king. He was stvled
m the deed, ““our Beloved and our Friend ”
(dilectus et familiaris noster.)  The next vear a
charter was 1ssued. restoring the Jews in England
and Normandy to all the privileges enjoved under
Henrv the First. They might settde where they
pleased ; thev might hold lands and fees, and take
mortgages.  Thev were to be tried only in the
king's court, or before the governors of his roval
castles.  Their oath was valid as evidence—a
Christian and a Jewish witness were of cqual
weight.  In disputes with Christians, Jews were
to be tried by their own peers. They might freely
buy and sell, excepting the sacred vessels and
furniture of the Church.  All the subjects of the
realm were called upon to protect the Jews and
their chattels, as the chauels of the king.  Four
thousand marks were paid for this charter. By
another statute, their own suits were to be deter-
mined by their own Law. The favour of John
was not likelv to conciliate that of his subjects.
All classes looked on the Jews with darker jea-
lousy.  The same defanatory tales were repeated
of their crucifying children; and the citizens of
London, probably envious of their opulence,
treated them with many indignitics. The hing
wrote a strong rebuke to the mayor and to the
barons of London, in which he commended the
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Jews to their protection, stating that he attributed
the recent outrages only to the fools, not to the
discreet citizens, of the metropolis : on a sudden,
impatient, as it were, that any part of his subjects
should suppose him capable of a long cfiort of jus-
tice, or vielding with his accustomed weakness to
the immediate pressure of his necessities, or per-
haps rejoicing in thus having prepared himself
subjects for spoliation, in whose behalf neither the
imperious Pope nor his refractory barons would
interfere, John passed to the extreme of cruelty
against the miserable Jews.  Everv Israclite, with-
out distinction of age or sex. was imprisoned,
their wealth confiscated to the exchequer, and the
most cruel torments extorted from the reluctant
the confession of their secret treasures.  The
story of the Jew of Bristol is well known, who
was 1o lose a tooth a day till he betrayed his
hoards. Ten thousand marks of silver were re-
quired of this wealthy merchant ; he obstinately
lost seven teeth, and saved the rest by paviny
the ransom demanded.  The king gained 60,000
marks by this atrocious proceeding. A second
time demands equally extravagant were made ; and
these unhappy wretches, who paid so dearly for
the privilege of being the vassals of the Crown,
were still further plundered by the barons, as be-
longing to the king. Their treasures in London
were seized, and their houses demolished to repair
the walls, by these stern assertors of the liberties
of the land.  Yet the regulations relating to the
Jews in the Great Charter, though not perha

quite equitable, were by no means wanting m
moderation.  If a man died in debt to a Jew, the
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debt bore no interest, till the heir came of age.
The wife was to receive her dower, and the chil-
dren their maintenance ; the debt was to be dis-
charged out of the residue.

The first act of the Guardians of the Realm un-
der Henry the Third, was to release the Jews who
were in prison, and to appoint twenty-four bur-
gesses of every town where they resided, to protect
their persons and property. They were exempted
from spiritual jurisdiction, and amenable only to
the king and his judges; but they were com-
manded to wear a distinctive mark on their dress,
two stripes of white cloth or parchment.  But the
avowed protection of the Crown could not shield
them from the jealousy of the merchants whose
traffic they injured, the hatred of the people, and
the bigotry of the clergy. The Wardens of the
Cinque Pons imprisoned several Jews on their
landing in England. The government interfered,
but enacted that all Jews should report themselves
and be enrolled by the justices of the Jews imme-
diately on their landing, and not quit the kingdom
again without a passport. But the Church was
their more implacable enemy: among many en-
actinents, similar to those which had been passed
in other kingdoms (onc against Jews keeping
Christian slaves), Stephen Langton, Archbishop
of Canterbury, and Hugh of Wells, Bishop of
Lincoln, prohibited all Christians, on fear of
ecclesiastical censure, from sclling them the ne-
cessaries of life. The Crown again interfered,
and commanded all good subjects to defy the spi-
ritual interdict.  But these days of peace did not
continue long—they offered too great temptation
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to an impoverished king, in perpetual contest with
his subjects. Their offences were said to call for
punishment—they dared to sue even the clergy on
their bonds; probably in England, as in other
countries, their sordid spirit, ever watchful to
make reprisals on society, might give countenance
to many scarcely perhaps exaggerated stories of
their usurious extortions. A crime was now laid
to their charge, much more probable than the tales
of their crucifying children—their tampering with
and clipping the coin of the realm. A sudden de-
mand was made (A.C. 1230) of a third of their
movables, to be paid into the Exchequer. It was
followed in two years by another of 18,000 marks ;
in 1286, by a third of 10,000 marks*. Yet the
royal confidence in the inexhaustible resources of
the Jews, and the popular prejudice that they
could only be supplied by nefarious, if not by ma-
gical or supernatural means, were confirmed not
only by the discharge of these enormous demands,
but by other indications of opulence, which could
not be drained even by such unprecedented exac-
tions.  The daughter of Hamon, a Jew of Here-
ford, paid to the king 5000 marks as a relief. A
baron’s heir paid for his barony only 100 marks—
aknight's fee 100 shillings. Aaron of York com-
}x)umlcd for a payment of 100 marks a-year to be
rec from taxes. Aaron solemnly declared to
Matthew Paris, that the king had’ exacted from
him in seven ycars 80,000 marks of silver—be-
sides 200 of gold, paid to the queen.  Yet a few

* About this period a house was opened in London for the
ion of Jewish converts ; it was in Chancery Lane. Its
site is now occupied by the Rolls.
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years after, the nation beheld the curious spectacle
of a Jewish Parliament regularly summoned.
Writs were issued to the sheriffs, with most ex-
traordinary menaces of punishment in case of
disobedience, to return six of the richest Jews
from the more considerable towns, two from those
where they were fewer in number®.  This parlia-
ment met, and, like other parliaments, was gra-
ciously informed by the sovercign that he must
have money—20,000 marks was the sum de-
manded. His Majest\'s faithful Jews could boast
no parliamentary privileges, nor were permitted to
demand freedom of debate.  They were sent home
to collect the money as speedily as possible ; it
was 10 be aseessed and levied among themselves ;
and as this enormous charge was not immediately
forthcomingz, the collectors were scized, with their
wives and children, their goods and chattels, and
imprisoned.

Our history has a melancholy sameness—per-
petual exactions, the means of enforcing them dif-
fering only in their degrees of cruelty. The Parlia-
ment began w consider that these extraordinary
succours ought at least to relieve the rest of the
nation. They began w inquire into the king's
resources from this quarter, and the king con-
sented that one of the two justices of the Jews
should be appointed by Parliament.  But the ba-
rons thought more of casing themselves than of

otecting the oppressed.  The next year a new
demand of 8000 marks was made, under pain of

¢ Southamplon and Newcastle had petitioned that no
Jews might be permitted to reside within their walls.  This
privilege was extended to other towns,
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being transported to Ireland; and, lest they should
withdraw their families into places of concealment,
they were forbidden, under the penalty of outlawry
and confiscation, to remove wife or child from their
usual place of residence. During the next three
years 60,000 marks more were levied. How then
was it possible for anv traflic, however lucrative,
to endure such perpetual exactions ! The reason
must be found in the enormous interest of money,
which seems to have been considered by no means
immoderate at fifty per cent.; certain Oxford scho-
lars thought themselves relieved by being con-
strained to pay only twopence weekly on a debt
of twenty shillings. ~ In fact, the rivalry of more
successful usurers seems to have afflicted the Jews
more deeply than the exorbitant demands of the
king. These were the Caorsind, chiefly [talian bank-
ers, though named from the town of Cahors, em-
ploved by the Pope to collect his revenue. It was
the practice of these persons, under the sanction of
their principal, to lend money for three months
without interest, but afterwards to receive five per
cent. monthly, till the debt was discharged : the
former device was to exempt them from the charge
of usury.  The king, at one time, attempted to ex-
pel this new swarm of locusts ; but they asserted
their authority from the Pope, and the monarch
trembled.  Nor were their own body always faith-
ful to the Jews. A certain Abraham, who lived at
Berkhampstead and Wallingford, with a beautiful
wife who hore the heathen name of Flora, was ac-
cused of treating an image of the Virgin with most
indecent contumely ; he was sentenced to perpe-
tual imprisonment, but released on the intervention



348 « HISTORY OF THE JEWS,

of Richard, Earl of Cornwall, on payment of 700
marks. He was a man, it should seem, of infa-
mous character, for his brethren accused him of
coining, and offered 1000 marks rather than he
should be released from prison. He revenged him-
self by laving information of plots and conspiracies
entered into by the whole people, and the more
probable charge of concealment of their wealth
from the rapacious hands of the king. This led
to a strict and severe investigation of their pro-
perty.

The distresses of the king increased ; and as his
Parliament resolutely refused to maintain his ex-
travagant cxpenditure, nothing remained but to
drain still farther the veins of the Jews. The
office was delegated to Richard, Earl of Comwall,
his brother, who, from his wealth, the king might
consider possessed of some secret for accumulating
riches from hidden sources. The Rabbi Elias was
deputed to wait on the prince, expressing the
unanimous determination of all the Jews to quit
the country, rather than submit to further bur-
thens—their trade was ruined by the Caorsini;
they could scarcely live on the miscrable gains
they now obtained. Their departure from the
country was a vain boast, for whither should they
%:)u? The edicts of the King of France had closed
that country against them, and the inhospitable
world scarcely afforded a place of refuge. Earl
Richard treated them with leniency, and accepted
a small sum, But the next year the king renewed
his demands—his declaration affected no disguise :
‘It is dreadful to imagine the debts to which I
am bound. By the face of God, they amount to
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200,000 marks ; if I should say 300,000, I should
not go beyond the truth. Money I must have,
from any place, from any person, or by any means.”
The king’s acts display as little dignity as his

roclamation. He actually sold to his brother
flichard all the Jews in the realm for 5000 marks,
giving him full power over their property and per-
sons:—our records still preserve the terms of this
extraordinary bargain and sale.  Popular opi-
nion, which in the worst times is some restraint
upon the arbitary oppressions of kings, in this case
would rather applaud the utinost barbarity of the
monarch, than commiscrate the wretchedness of
the victims; for a new tale of the crucifixion of
a Christian child, called Hugh of Lincoln, was
now spreading horror throughout the country.
The fact was confirmed by a solemn trial, and the
conviction and execution of the criminals. 1t was
proved, according to the mode of proof in those
days, that the child had been stolen, fattened on
bread and milk for ten days, and crucified in the
presence of all the Jews in England.  But the
carth could not endure to be an accomplice in the
crime; it cast up the buried remains, and the
affrighted eriminals were obliged to throw it into
a well, where it was found by the mother—the
body was canonized, and pilgrims crowded to the
Church of Lincoln, to pay their devotions before
the infant martyr.  Great part of this story refutes
itself; but we have already admitted the possibility,
that among the ignorant and fanatic Jews there
might be sume who, exasperated by the constant
repetition of this charge, might brood over it so
long as at length to be tempted to its perpetration.
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How deeply this legend sunk into the public mind,
may be conceived from Chaucer's Prioress's
Tale :—
“ O young Hew of Lincoln, slain also
By cursed Jews, as it 15 notable.”

The rest of the reign of Henry the Third passed
away with the same unmitigated oppressions of
the Jews ; which the Jews, no doubt, in some de-
gree revenged by their extortions from the people.
The contest between the roval and ecclesiasucal
jurisdiction over the Jews was arranged by certain
constitutions, set forth by the king in council. By
these laws no Jew could reside in the kingdom,
but as the king's serf.  Service was to be performed
in the synagogue in a low tone, so as not to offend
the ears of Christians. The Jews were forbidden
to have Christian names for their children.

The Jews had probably passed back to the crown,
on the election of Richard as king of the Romans,
They were again sold to Prince Edward ; by
Prince Edward, as they probably thought a more
dire calamity, made over to certain merchants of
Dauphiny. Yet, afierthe battle of Lewes, the Jews
of London, Lincoln, and Northampton, were plun-
dered, as having conspired with tlhc king against
his barons.  The king gave countenance to these
sinister reports, by breaking his bargain with the
prince, and resuming the Jews into his own power;
and from this time he scems to have treated them
with greater lenity, which only exposed them to
the vengeance of the barons. It has been ob-
served, that oppression, which drives even wise men
mad, may instigate fanatics to acts of phrenzy.
An incident which occurred at Oxford will illus-
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trate this truth. While the chancellor and the
whole body of the university were in solemn pro-
cession to the reliques of St. Frideswide. they
were horror-struck by beholding a Jew rush forth,
seize the cross which was borne before them, ddsh
it to the ground, and trample upon it "with the
most furious contemnpt. The offender seems to have
made his escape in the tumult, but his brethren
suflered for his crime.  Prince Edward was then
at Oxford; and, by the roval decree. the Jews
were imprisoned, and forced, notwithstanding much
artful delay on their part, to erect a beautiful cross
of white marble, with an image of the Virgin and
Child, gilt all over, inthe area of Merton Col-
lege ;* and to present to the proctors another
cross of silver, 10 be borne in all future proces-
sions of the university.  The last solemn act of
Henry of Winchester was a statute of great im-
wortance ; it disqualified the Jews altogether from
Inoldingz lands or even tenements, except the houses
of which they were actually possessed, particularly
in the City of London, where they nllg{xt only pull
down aund rebuild on the old foundations.  All
lands or manors were actually taken away ; those
which they held by mortgage, were to be restored
to the Chrstian owners, without any interest on
these bonds.  Henry almost died in the act of
extortion; he had ordered the arrears of all
charges to be peremptorily paid, under pain of
imprisonment.  Such was the distress caused by
this ineaorable mandate, that even the rival bank-
ers the Caorsini, and the Friars themselves were

® Walter de Merton purchased of a Jew the ground on
which the frunt of his College »
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moved to commiseration, though some complained
that the wild outcries raised in the synagogue on
this doleful occasion disturbed the devotion of the
Christians in the neighbouring churches.

The death of Henry released them from this
Egyptian bondage ; but they changed their master,
not their fortune. The first act of Edward’s reign
regulated the affairs of the Jews exactly in the same
spirit: a new talliage was demanded, which was to
extend to the women and children ; the penalty of
nonpavment was exile, not imprisonment. The de-
faulter was to proceed immediately to Dover, with
his wife and children, leaving his house and pro-
perty to the use of the king.  This edict was
followed up by the celebrated Act of Parliainent
concerning Judaism, the object of which seems to
have been the same with the policy of Louis IX.
of France, to force the Jews to abandon usury,
and betake themselves to traflic, manufactures, or
the cultivation of land. It positively prohibited
all usury, and cancelled all debts on payment of the
principal.  No Jew might distress beyond the
moiety of a Christian’s land and goods ; they were
to wear their badye, pay an Easter offering of three-
pence, men and women, to the king.  They were
permitted to practise merchandige, or labour with
their hands, and to Lire farms for cultivation for
fifteen years. On these tenns they were assured
of the royal protection; but manual labour and
traffic were not sources sufliciently expeditious
for the enterprising ayarice of the Jews. Many
of them, thus reduced, took again to a more unlaw-
ful and dangerous occupation, clipping and adulte-
rating the coin. In one year 280 were executed
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for this offence in London alone. But not all the
statutes, nor public executions, nor the active
preaching of the Dominican Friars, who under-
took to convert them, if they were constrained to
hear their sermons, could either alter the Jewish
character, still patient of all evil, so that they could
extort wealth; or suppress the still increasing
clamour of public detestation, which demanded
that the land should cast forth from its indignant
bosom this irreclaimable race of rapacious infidels.
The king listened to the public voice, and the
irrevocable edict of total expulsion from the realm
was issucd. Their whole property was scized at
once, and just money left to discharge their ex-
penses to foreign lands, perhaps equally inhospi-
table. The king, in the exccution of this barba-
rous proceeding, put on the appearance both of
religion and moderation.  He expressed his in-
tention of converting great part of his gains to
pious uses, but the Church looked in vain for the
fulfilment of his vows. He issued orders that the
Jews should be treated with kindness and courtesy
on their journey to the scashore.  But where the
prince by his laws thus gave countenance to the
worst passions of human nature, it was not likely
that they would be suppressed by his proclama-
tions. The Jews were pursued from the kingdom
with every mark of popular triumph in their suf
ferings ; one man, im‘ced. the master of a vessel at
Queenborongh, wa