
Curating free aquatic 
information on Wikipedia with 

WikiProject L&O



How often do you use 
Wikipedia? 

Have you ever looked up a 
page related to your 

research?
 



Have you ever edited a 
page?

 



Goal of Today’s Workshop: 
Learn how to edit Wikipedia 

pages! 
 



Overview of today
▪ Quick introduction to Wikipedia
▪ Way to contribute to Wikipedia
▪ Introduction to Wikipedia editing

▪ Setting up an account

▪ Choosing a page to edit

▪ Visual editor

▪ Talk pages



>300 languages

Wiki - collaboratively 
modifying content and 
structure on the web

The largest 
open-access 
project in the 
world! 



Wikipedia information is used as an authoritative source by web search 
engines such as Google’s Knowledge Graph 



Wikipedia is a first and 
often last stop for 
information. 

Wikipedia articles are 
viewed… A lot.



Who uses Wikipedia?



Who uses Wikipedia?



Who contributes to Wikipedia?



Who contributes to Wikipedia?

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/jul/24/academic-writes
-270-wikipedia-pages-year-female-scientists-noticed

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_bias_on_Wikipedia

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/jul/24/academic-writes-270-wikipedia-pages-year-female-scientists-noticed
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/jul/24/academic-writes-270-wikipedia-pages-year-female-scientists-noticed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_bias_on_Wikipedia


Academic vs. Wikipedia Article Views 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/Wikipedia_for_academics_workshop.pdf Dr. Thomas Shafee 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/Wikipedia_for_academics_workshop.pdf


Limnology & 
Oceanography 
Wikipedia articles could 
use some help.



WikiProject Limnology & Oceanography 
Established October, 2018 at Eco-DAS  

Eco-DAS 2018

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Limnology_and_Oceanography

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Limnology_and_Oceanography


Welcome from Wikipedians: “As far as 
I'm aware, there hasn't been a group of 
experts joining en masse before. I hope 
your editing experiences are pleasant, and 
you are able to improve Wikipedia's 
coverage of limnography and 
oceanography related subjects.”



What is WP L&O scope? 
All articles relating to inland waters and marine 
environments, including the study of lakes, 
ponds, reservoirs, streams, rivers, wetlands, 
groundwater, estuaries, and oceans.  

● 770 articles under scope (and growing) 
● >3.7 million page views last month (120k 

/ day) 
● >60% articles are in “poor condition” 
● Good Article (GA) – 2 peer reviews
● Featured Article (FA) – 10 peer reviews

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Limnology_and_Oceanography

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Limnology_and_Oceanography


Our vision for better open-access aquatic information



What are the benefits for the public?
Readers will encounter high-quality, accurate, 
up-to-date information.

Improved references will direct readers to the 
best and most relevant literature.

Increased access to Limnology and 
Oceanography topics. 



What are the benefits for scientists?

Learn to communicate science more 
effectively.

Stay on top of literature.

Gain community.



Ok …
But how?



Step 1:
Create a 
Wikipedia account





Step 2:
Set up your user 
page & join WP L&O



Why join? 

Joining the WikiProject as an editor helps us collect 
data on what pages are improving, track how many 
words are added, etc. 



(From any Wikipedia page, click on 
your username in the top menu.)

Click here to edit!



Write a brief biography, add the text below 
to put the WikiProject L&O badge on your 
user page, and click PUBLISH

{{User WikiProject Limnology and Oceanography}}



https://tinyurl.com/WikiProjectLO



1) Scroll to the section == Participants ==
2) Copy & paste the following line to the top of the participants 

list: 
#~~~~;AreaOfInterestHere

3) Change AreaOfInterestHere to your actual area of interest
4) Click Show preview, then Publish changes



Step 3:
Find pages you 
want to edit



What makes a page “good”?

▪ Articles must be:

▪ From a neutral point of view: without bias, representing all 
significant views

▪ Using verifiable sources: all material must come from a 
reputable, published source

▪ In encyclopedic fashion: articles must not be original, but rather 
synthesize the findings of primary sources. 



What makes a page “good”?



How to choose pages to edit and assess quality 
WP L&O Assessment Page

Example ‘Stub’ article: Ecosystem Respiration 

Example ‘B’ article: Cyanobacteria 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Limnology_and_Oceanography/Assessment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem_respiration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyanobacteria








Tools to help assess quality and pick pages to edit
Artificial Intelligence predicted rating

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Elysia_(Wiki_Ed)/resources#installing_ORES_(AI_predictions_on_article_quality)


Tools to help assess quality and pick pages to edit

WP L&O Assessment Page

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Limnology_and_Oceanography/Assessment


Step 4:
Add your pages to 
Wikiproject L&O



 Navigate to page

→ edit 

→ talk

→ edit source

→ add banner

How we keep track of progress:



Assigning class and importance:



{{WikiProject 
Limnology and 
Oceanography|class=stu
b |importance=mid}}

Assigning class and importance:



Side-note:
Talk Pages and 
etiquette



Talk pages: 
where discussion about an article’s content happens. 



Talk pages: dealing with    
hostility 



Step 6:
Edit pages!



How to add content to Wikipedia



How to add content to Wikipedia (using VisualEditor) 

Two Options:
1. Visual Editor - works like a word processor
2. Source Editing - basically html



How to add content to Wikipedia (using VisualEditor) 

Add ListChange Text Style 
(bold, italics, etc.)

Add super/subscripts

Add Equation 
or Symbols

VisualEditor allows you to easily change basic text style, add lists, sections, equations, etc.

Add Section



How to add content to Wikipedia (using VisualEditor) 
It also allows you to easily link pages (within Wikipedia and to external sources), add citations 
(using URL, DOI, etc.), and add images or other media. 



How to add content to Wikipedia (using VisualEditor) 

IMPORTANT: hit “Publish Changes” after you edit.

After you click this, you can report what changes you have 
made. This helps document how pages are altered over 
time. 



How to add content to Wikipedia (using VisualEditor) 
If you want to draft a page before making the edits publically available, you can use the Sandbox. 



How to add content to Wikipedia (using VisualEditor) 



Follow us on Twitter and/or sign up for email list:
https://tinyurl.com/wikiLOsurvey
Read through editing tutorial: 
https://tinyurl.com/WikiLOtutorial

Share on social media!

@WikiProjectLO
wikiprojectlo@gmail.com


