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About me

● Christian
● Civil engineering 

researcher
● Wikimedian
● Goes to conferences 

and writes about food



  

My on-wiki hobby:
Close difficult discussions
(and maybe delete things)



  

Delete
Move
Merge

Restore

Change something

Keep
Don't move
Don't merge

Endorse previous

Don't change

No consensus,
default to keep



  

“Most decisions on Wikipedia are
made on the basis of consensus,

not on vote-counting or majority rule.”



  

...how often do you actually
see full consensus?



  

[[WP:DRV]]
the appeals court



  

Unanimous
“delete”

Range of opinion

Unanimous
“keep”

Rough consensus
to delete

Rough consensus
to keep

No consensus,
default to keep???*

*Matthews' law of triviality for Wikipedia applies



  

An academic takes himself
to the appeals court



  

       Delete / Move / etc

Rough guide to closures

Keep
No consensus,
default to keep

0% 100%33% 67%50%

“Admin 
discretion”



  



  

Further ideas (complications)

● Whom do you count?
– “Canvassing”

● Discussions with ≥3 suggested outcomes
– e.g. RfD delete, retarget, keep

● Don't absolve responsibility
● Use this as a guide, then justify any deviation



  

Now go and close some discussions!

       Delete / Move / etcKeep
No consensus,
default to keep

0% 100%33% 67%50%

“Admin 
discretion”



  

Attribution

● Slides 1, 2: Photography by Deryck Chan

● Slide 2: Burning Globe, Wikimania 2016

● [[Wikipedia:Redirects for discussion]]

● [[Wikipedia:Redirects for discussion/Log/2016 June 23]]

● [[Wikipedia:Deletion review/Log/2016 May]]

● [[Wikipedia:Deletion review/Log/2016 January 18]]

● [[Wikipedia:Of course it's voting]]

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Redirects_for_discussion&oldid=728519170
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Redirects_for_discussion/Log/2016_June_23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Deletion_review/Log/2016_May
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Deletion_review/Log/2016_January_18
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Of_course_it's_voting&oldid=717772870
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