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Doc, No, 5034 Page 1 F
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRAIRUNAL FOR TVE FAR EAST
No. 1
THE UNITED STATES OF ANERICA, AND ORS.
- AGAINST -

ARAKI, SADAO, AND ORS.

1, CARISTOPFER MONTAGUE BLACK, make oath and say

as follows:

l, I was NX7084, Lt-Col. Christopber Montague Black, F.Q,
"Blackburn Force" when I was taken prisoner in Java on the
surrender of tre Blackburn Force in Marct 1942, I entered
Bicycle Camp and remained trere until October 1942,

2« I left Batavia with Col. Williams in about October 1942,
about 1400 or 1500 men being in tre party. We proceeded by
sea to Singapore. From Singapore we went agsin by sea to
Kengoon. We were tren transferred to another ship.

3« We disembarked at Moulmein, wrere I left Col. Williams
and proceeded to TFAMBAZIAT, I was then sent back to
koulmein to get nominel rolls, but I did not see what condi-
tions were like threre, Tre men bad been placed in a geol
and I trink trey were given food.

4, I returned then to TVAMBAZIAT and remained at tris camp
for about 10 days., I was then required to split tre force
intoc 2 groups, one to be commanded by Col. Williams, and the
other by myseif. Col. Williams brought Pis force on to
TPAMEAZTIAT from houlmein, and went out to 30 Kilo camp
(TANYIN), and I was pleced in a camp a further 10 Kilos out.

5+ Conditions at tris camp were shrocking. Trere was an

insufficiency of water and food was very srort., Tre rospitsel

was 1n a gully,. and the camp bad been occupied previously

by Burmese and was generally in very bad condition. Tre

sick rate rapidly increased and I think at one stage there

were about 130 men in hospital, and about 90 te 100 tad

very bad dierrroea out of a to%al strengtt of 675. Two

| men died from dysentery, but despite my representations to
tYe Japanese lance-corporal, wro was in crarge of tre cemp

| and to Brig. Varley we were unable to get anytring with whicb

| ' to treat tre sick at all, Leter, we were forced to abendon

} tre camp on account of its bad condition and lack of weter.

| 6. Wren I left Bicycle Camp I was suffering from pellagrous
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Doc. No. 5034 Pege 2

diarrhoea and my sickness continued in 40 Kilo Camp. I
manzsged to get to TFALBAZIAT to 2 conference with tre Brigadier
end I wes placed in rospital. Trat wes prior to tre amandon-
ment of tre 40 Kilo camp. 2

7. TYe camp was taken over by Me jor G.A.C. Kiernan whrile
I was in bospital. We were given rice and ¢ small quentity
of vegetables, Tre food scale was so low that tre Japenese
commender himself used to try and buy at his own expgnse

e dozen eggs to give to tre most seriously 1ll. Tre“rours
¢f work at tret time were in my opinion reasonable. Sick
men were not forced to works We hed 2 medical officer, but
no medical supplies at all, Beri Beri end Pellegra began
to show up very beadly.

8. I was in hospital for sbout 8 weeks 2nd then resumed
commend of tre force. In tre meantime, tre force Yred moved
from 40 Kilo to 26 Kilo (KUR-NIT-KWAI) wricr red been 8
coolie camp and wes in a shocking state of repeir. I was
informed by the Japenese gusrd, wro took me back, trat 1t
hed been abendoned some 2 deys before because of an outbreak
of cholera. TYe hruts bhad been repaired slightly wren I
arrived, but conditions were still very bad indeed so fer

as accommodetion was concerned, Major Kiernan, whro Yad been
in command, told me that Ye Yad found it necessary to burn

a large portion of tre camp for ssnitary reessons; it bad
previously been occupied by Burmese natives.

9« Tre food 2gein consisted only of rice end vegetebles
in small quentities, We dild not receive enytbing like our
scale of retions,

10, It was pt thils czrp tret I first met tre Jepanese quote
system of work. The commender of tre camp, who is now deed
used to enforce tris system and made sick men go out to worﬁ.
Threre was & lot of sickness but no medicel supplies. Sub-
sequently, tre meat issue was increased wren the camp was
mede 2 staging cemp for cattle being driven 2long tre line.
Tre Sergeant wro took tre place of tre officer in charge
2lso used to buy us supplies of eggse.

1l. During my stay in TFAMBAZIAT, Col. Remsay brought ris
force to 26 Kilo and I Jjoined him trere, Tre hrours of work
were increased and beceme very long; men were made to work
from 8 a.m, and did not get beck to tre camp until 10 or

11 p.me. Tre work was of an exceptionzlly reavy nature, but
despite protests that were made to tre Japenese no rellef wes
given. As a matter of fact, Cept. BLAU was beaten by one of
tre guards out 2t tre reilwey line for protesting.

12, From 26 Kilo I went to 75 Kilo but I was not ttrere
long enough to observe tre conditions under which the men
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were living. The guerds begen to beet the prisoners from
tre first day of arrivel,

13, I wes tren returned to RETPU, 30 Kilo., I esteblisred
e bospital which was subsequently teken over by ¢ Dutch
officer after 4 weeks,

14, I sgain went to TFALBAZIAT end remained therc until
12 June 1943. Fere we were bedly bombed by Americen planes,
es a2 result of which trere were between 25 end 28 deetts,
and quite ¢ number of wounded, including myself, T erc were

no distinctive signs on tre cemp to shrow trat it contelned
prisoners of war,

15, I did not see cny great hardships suffered there, and

tYe food wes ressoneble. Lieut. FAGUCHI wes the Jepenese
medicel officer a2t TFALBAZIAT, Cepte. Griffin informed me

he had seen 2 large quantity of Jeprnese medicel supplies in
TPALBAZIAT, but that trere was great difficulty in getting
ttrem into cemp. Thre Brigedier mede meny protests both
verbaelly and in writing to NAGATOMO with regard to conditions,
but be received no reply ot all,

16, Wrilst I wes in tre cemp trere were meny executions,
including trat of Privete Writfield, TYis man hed disappeercd
from trc 4 Kilo cemp and one morning it was reported to me
tFet be Yed come into our cemp et TFAMBAZIAT. I saw »im end
be asked me whet I could do. I asked rim how fer te Fad got
in ris escepe rnd he told me thet e had reachred hangoon. HFe
said that te felt be srould give rimself up and I said trat

I thougrt tret wes tre best thing, and trat I would discuss
it witb Brig. Verley. One of tte most scrious trings in =
Jepenesc prison camp was to have one men more than strould be
trere becruse tre Japancse alweys suspected tret e spy vwes
being ridden there, Aftcr e good deal of discussion and by
arrengement wity the M.0.'s, Brigedier Verley rcportcd trat
writfield Yad come into tre cemp end that hc was mentel,

Tris was supported by the medical officers. At that time
Col. NLGATOMO had gone to Singapore, and tre Group Commender
wes Licut. NITO, Fe went and sew Writfield end szid e would
lesve Pim there to rcst for a few days eond tret Ye would thcn
send Pim back to ¥is ceamp. Subsequently Lieut. FAGUC'I

the medical officer, came to see Writfield and seld trat

be wes not mental at 211. Next morning Whitfield was cooking
over 2 fire wren 2 number of Japenesec soldiers rusted up to
rim, bound rim, and took bim over to tre cemetery about 100
yﬁrés distant and stot rim. I actually saw him bound up
myself 2nd teken awey, and tren Yeard rifle srots.

17. In cases of execution suct as tris, thec Japanese
usually took Col. Femilton over to see tre body and tvis wes
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done in the case of Privete Whitfield., Ve wes buried by en
Austrelian perty. Tre Jepanese zlways 2llowed » buriel
service and I actuzlly ettended tris perticular one; ¢
ctaplain was a2lso present., I think it was NITO who reported
tre deathy to Brig. Varley; I know trat NITO told hrir it wes
8s & result of a2 telegram received from Col. NEGLATOLO thret
he gave the order for tre execution., I was prescent during
tris conversation myself. There WETe 2lso executions of
DutcFmen, who had esceped, end altogetrer I think trree

Lustrelians were €xecuted, including Bell, Writfield, and
one otrer.

18, I wes tren sent to a cemp at 18 Kilo, w*ere Cpl,
FUJIYLEL wes in crerge. I was taken very sick trere withk
Major Fister., Conditions were appelling; food was very
short, and tre accommodetion was entirely unsetisfactory.

Trere’was no room to do dressings except in the pessages of
tre Tuts, trrough whick tre rain water rustred inctres decep,
end ttre facilities provided for men withr dysentery were

gbsolutely s*tocking.

19. From 18 Kilo I wes moved back to RETPU, TVre cemp Yad
r | been ebandoned, end tre roof of the buildings bad fallen
in; tre whole place was in e stete of disrepesir., We Yed g
large number of very Peavy sick. Srortly after we arrlved,
Lieut, NITO ceme to teke charge. Fe forced sick men to
? repelr ruts, setting time limits on tre work which were
entirely insufficient for tre work whrich tad to be done.
Despite my protests, he pcrsisted in ris treatment of men
at the revolver point. Lieut, Fealy was blamed for eny
trouble 2t £11 2nd re certeinly would rave shrot bim Perd it
not been for my sending bhim eway in time, Supplies, wrich
VEre megrc, consisted only of rice and vegetablecs, 2nd
occasionaliy a8 1ittle meat wric) used to arrive by train
between 10 o'cloek and midnigrt end w*rich NITO forecd VETY
sick men to carry a2 kilo from the train to thc cemp in tbhe
rainy secason, Tris applied, in fact, to all tte food. Men
used to fall dovn end injure themselves, es trere wes no
track end mud everywrere between tre camp and tre reilvey
stetion, NITO contimued drinking end on meny occesions be
informed me ttat Ye would bave to kill somebody. One night
re ceugrt Sgt. Major Coombes of 2/4 C.C.S. 2t tre letrine.
Fe took him to tre guerdbouse and the Jepenesc gusrd commender
informed me leter that be rad been ordered by NITO to bayonet
him, but that bc bad refuscd, NITO trecn celled anottrer
1 mem%er of the guard, took Coombecs down to the cemetery end
| ordered rim to s%ooé rim, Tre guard agein refused wrercupon

NITO seid "Well, if you won't kill bim I will%," “Fe thren
took out Yis revolvcr and fired two srots trroughk Combe!'s
back, Fortunetely Ye was not killed, NITO bad eccuscd Pim
of trying to escape end es a result. for the next six weeks,
I Y2d to patrol ttre camp 2t night wi

tr NITO, wro wes elweys
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drunk, with 2 loeded revolver in my stomecr. LAt that time
I Ped just bad en operation on my 2arm end I appcaled to NITO
to allow me to go to bed as I was 111, but be would not do

so. Fe forbedec me to report thre matter, but I menaged to
dO SO.

20, 4t this time, even NITO's own guards 2llicd with us
ageinst rim, Witk tre aid of the guerd we mansged to get e

mcssage trrough to Col. NEGATOMO end Brig, Verley =nd as @
result NITO was removed.

2le I tren went back to 105 Kilo camp wrerc Col, Femsey
ves in command, I remained trcre until just efter Crristres
1943, Conditions were vcry bad,

22+ From 105 Kilo I went to 2 cemp celled NAKOM PATOL,

wrich wes a very large bospital camp, very well built, Con-
ditions wecre reesonable with the exception tret o guerd nick-
named "BUSTY" uscd to beat tre prisoners ummercifully,

including ke jor Williems Wynn, who was given 2 particularly
scvere beeting; when I endecavoured to intervcne I was also
given 2 very brd beating,

23s Tre Jepsnese forced some of tre sick to work at NLKOE
PLTOM end thYere were no mcdicel supplies to treat trose w'ro
were 1ll.

24 When Red Cross supplies arrived, large quantities were
stolen by thre Jepenesc guerds and I am certain witr tre
cognisance of Col. ISYI wto wes tren tYc commander.

Taken end sworn a2t SYDNEY

on tre Tentdh day of /s/ C. Bezeh

Blok
Scptember 1946,

Beforc me__/s/ 4a.Jd. lensfield
Judge of Supremc Court of < uscnsland
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INTERNATIONAL MKILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TFE FAR EAST
No. 1
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND ORS.
- AGAINST -
ARAKI, SADAO, AND OFS.

I, CHRISTOPFER MONTAGUE BLACK, make oatl and say
as follows:

1. I was NX7084, Lt-Col. Christopher Montague Black, H.Q.
"Blackburn Force" when I was taken prisoner in Java on the
surrender of tre Blackburn Force in Marct 1942, I entered
Bicycle Camp and remained trere until October 1942,

e I left Batavia with Col. Williams in about October 1942,
about 1400 or 1500 men being in tre party. We proceeded by
sea to Singapore., From Singapore we went again by sea to
Rengoon, We were tren transferred to another strip.

e We disembarked at Moulmein, wrere I left Col. Williams
and proceeded to TPFAMBAZIAT. I was then sent back to
Moulmein to get nominal rolls, but I did not see what condi-
tions were like there. Tre men bhad been placed 1n a gezol
and I trink trey were gilven food.

4. I returned tren to TVAMBAZIAT and remained at tris camp
for about 10 days. I was then required to split tre force
into 2 groups, one to be commanded by Col. Williams, and the
other by myseif. Col, Williams broughrt ris force on to
TFAMBAZIAT from koulmein, and went out to 30 Kilo camp
(TANYIN), and I was placed in a camp a furtber 10 Kilos out,

De Conditions at tris camp were shocking. Trere was an
insufficiency of water and food was very srort. Tre tospitel
was in a gully, eand the camp bPad been.occupied previously

by Burmese and was generally in very bad condition. Tre
sick rate rapidly increased and I think at one stage there
were about 130 men in bhospital, and about 90 to 100 Yrad

very bad dierrroea out of a to%al strengtr of 675. Two

men died from dysentery, but despite my representations to
tre Japanese lance-corporal, who was in crarge of tre camp
and to Brig. Varley we were unable to get anytring with w%icb
to treat tre sick at all, Later, we were forced to abandon
tre carp on account of its baed condition and lack of weter,

6. When I left Bicycle Camp I was suffering from pellagrous
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dierrhoea and my sickness continued in 40 Kilo Camp., I

managed to get to TFALBAZIAT to & conference with tre Brigadier
and I wes placed in Yospitel. Trat wes prior to the iggndon-
ment of tre 40 Kilo camp.

7. Tre camp was taken over by Me jor G.A.C. Kiernsn whrile
I was in bospital. We were given rice and & smell quentity
of vegetables. Tre food scale was so law that the Japenese
commender bimself used to try and buy at his own eXxpanse

a2 dozen eggs to give to the most seriously ill. Tre rours
¢f work at trat time were in my opinion reasonable. Sick
men were not forced to work. We had o medical officer, but
no medical supplies at all. Beri Beri end Pellegra begon
to show up very bedly.

8. I was in hospitezl for sbout 8 weeks end then resumed
commend of the force. In tre meantime, tre force rad moved
from 40 Kilo to 26 Kilo (KUk~NIT-KWAI) wricl red been a
coolie camp and was in a shocking state of repair, 1 was
informed by the Japsnese guerd, wro took me back, that it
bad been abendoned some 2 deys before because of an outbreak
of cholera., Tre tuts bad been repaired slightly when 1
arrived, but conditions were still very bad indeed so fer

as cccommodetion was concerned, Major Kiernan, wro Fad been
in command, told me that re tad found it necessery to burn

a large portion of tre cemp for sanitery reesons; it hed
previously been occupied by Burmese natives.

Qe The food a2gain consisted only of rice end vegetables
in small guentities, We did not receive enything like our
scale of rations.

10, It wes ot this camp tret I first met tre Jepanese quote
system of work. The commender of tre camp, who 1s now derd,
used to enforce tris system and mede sick men go out to work.
There was 2 lot of sickness but no medicel supplies. Sub-
sequently, tre meat issue wes increased when the camp was
mede a staging cemp for cattle being driven elong tre line.
TYe Sergeant wro took thre plece of tre officer in charge
also used to buy us supplies of eggs.

11, During my stay in TFAMBAZIAT, Col. Remsay brought ris
force to 26 Kilo and I joined bim trere. Tre bhours of work
were incressed and beceme very long; men were made to work
from 8 a.m. and did not:get beck to tre camp until 10 or

11 p.m. The work was of an exceptionslly reavy nature, but
despite protests that werec made to tre Japernese no relief Ve s
given. As a matter of fact, Cept. BLAU was beaten by one of
tre guards out et tre reilwey line for protesting.

12, From 26 Kilo I went to 75 Kilo but I was not trere
long enough to observe tre conditions under which the men
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were living. The guards began to becet t“e prisoners from
tre first day of arrivel.

13+ I was then returned to RETPU, 30 Kilo, I establisred

a Pospital whrich was subsequently teken over by # Dutch
officer after 4 weeks,

14, I again went to TFALBAZIAT and remeined therc until
12 June 1943, Fere we wcre bedly bormbed by Americen planes,
es o result of which trere were between 25 end 28 deetts,
and quite & number of wounded, including myself. T“erc wvere

no distinctive signs on tre cemp to srow that it contoined
prisoners of war,

15« I did not see any grest bardships sufferecd there, and

the food was ressoneble. Lieut. FAGUCHI wes the Jepenesc
medical officer 2t TFANBAZIAT, Cept. Griffin informed me

he had seen a large quantity of Jepenese mediesl supplies in
TFALBAZIAT, ™t that trere was greot difficulty in getting
tPem into camp. The Brigedier mede meny protests hoth
verbally and in writing to NAGATOMO with regard to conditions,
but he received no reply et all.

16. Wrilst I was in tre cemp trere were meny executions,
including that of Priveate Writfield. Tris man hed disappeercd
from thc 4 Kilo cemp and one morning it was reported to me
thret be Yad come into our cemp et TFARBAZIAT. I saw *im end
he asked me whet I could do. I asked rim row fer Yre Yed got
in his escepe rnd he told me thet be bad reacred lengoon. PFe
sald that he felt he should give rimsclf up end I seid tret

I thouglrt trat wes tre best thing, and trat I would discuss
it with Brig. Varley. One of ttc most scrious trings in a
Jepenese prison canp was to bave one men more than sYould be
there becruse the Jepancse always suspected tret e SpY VEs
being ridden there, After 2 good deel of discussion and by
errangement witrk tre M.0.'s, Brigedier Verley rcportcd thret
Writfield Yed come into tre cemp end that bc wes mentel.

Tris was supported by thc medical officers. At trat time
Col. NLGATOMO had gone to Singapore, and tre Group Commender
vas Licut., NITO. Pe went and sew Writfield end s2id Pe would
leave rim there to rcst for a few deys end tret Ye would trcn
send rim back to tis cemp. Subsequently Lieut. FAGUCTI

the medical officer, came to see Writfield and seid that

he was not mental at all., Next morning Whitfield wes cooking
over & fire wren 2 number of Japenese soldiers rusted up to
him, bound rim, and took him over to the cemetery about 100
yarés distent and shot him. I actually saw bim bound up
myself and teaken evey, and tren Yeard rifle strots.

17, In cases of execcution suchr as ttris, the Japsnese
usually took Col, Femilton over to see tre body end this wes
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doneé in the case of Private Whitfield. Fe wes buried by en
Austrelian perty, Tre Japanese elways 2llowed » buriel
service and I actuelly attended tris perticular one; e
craplain was also prescnt, I trink it was NITO who reported
tYe destr to Brig. Varley; I know that NITO told hrir it wes
as & result of a telegram received from Col. NEGLTOMLO thret
he gave the order for tre execution. I was prescnt during
tris conversation myself. There were 2lso executions of
Dutcrmen, who had esceped, end altogetrer I think ttrrece
Austriiians were executed, including Bell, Writfield, and
one o €l

18, I wes ttren sent to a cemp at 18 Kilo, wrere Cpl.
FUJIYLEL wes in chrerge. I was taken very sick trere with
Major Fishrer, Conditions were appelling; food was very
short, and tre accommodation was entirely unsatisfactory.,
Iffere was no room to do dressings except in tre pessages of
the ruts, through whicr the rein water rusred incres dcep,
end ttre %acilities provided for men with dysentery were
absolutely s*rocking.

19. From 18 Kilo I was moved back to KETPU. Tre¢ camp Yad
been abandoned, end tre roof of the buildings bad fzllen

inj tre whole place was in 2 stote of disrcpeir. We Yed &
large number of very beavy sick. Srortly after wve errived,
Lieut. NITO czme to teke¢ charge. PFe foreccd sick men to
repalr buts, setting time limits on tre work which were
entirely insufficient for tre work which rad to be done.
Despite my protests, he pcrsisted in ris treatment of men

at the revolver point. Licut. Fecaly was blamed for eny
trouble et £1l and te cecrteinly would beve srot bim red it
not been for my sending him eway in time, Supplies, whrict
WEre mcgre, consisted only of rice and vegeteblcs, and
occasionaliy a 1ittlec meat wriclr used to arrive by train
between 10 o'clock and midnigrt end whieh NITO forccd VETY
sick men to carry a kilo from the train to thc cemp in the
relny secason., Tris applied, in fact, to all ttre food. Men
used to fall dovn and injure themselves, s trere was no
track end mud everywrere between tre cemp and tre railwey
station. NITO continued drinking snd on meny occesions be
informed mc trat re would have to kill somebody. One night
Fe ceugrt Sgt. Mejor Coombes of 2/4 C.,C.S. at tre latrine.
Fe took bhim to tre guerdhouse and the Japenesc guard comrmender
informed me later that he had becen ordered by NITO to bayonet
him, but that bc bad refusede NITO ttren called anotrer
memﬁer of tre guerd, took Coombcs down to the cemetery and
ordered rim to s%ooé Pim, Tre guard agein refused wrercupon

NITO seid '"Well, if you won't kill rim I will"., Pe tren
took out Yis revolver and fired tvo stots trrough Combe's
back. Fortunetely Ye was not killed. NITO bad accuscd rim
of trying to escape 2nd s a result, for tre ncxt six weeks,
I Yed to patrol ttYe camp et nighrt wit

¥ NITO, wro wes alveys

i F
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drunk, with a2 loaded revolver in my stomecr. At thet time

I bed just had an operstion on my arm and I appceled to NITO
to allow me to go to bed as I was 111, but be would not do
S0, Fe forbedc me to report the matter, but I menaged to

do S0,

20, Lt this time, cven NITO's own guerds 2llicd with us
against rim, With tre aid of thc guerd we managed to get e
mcssage trrough to Col, NEGATONO and Brig. Verley 2and e&s a
result NITO was removed.

2le I tren went back to 105 Kilo camp wherc Col. hemsey
vas in commande. I remained trcre until just efter Crristres
1943, Conditions were very bad.,

22. From 105 Kilo I went to o cemp called NAKOM PATOLl,

wrich was 2 very large hospital camp, very well built, Con-
ditions were reasonable withr the exception tret o guerd nick-
nemed "BUSTY" used to beat t*e prisoners unmercifully,

including keajor Williems Wynn, who was given e particularly
scvere beeting; when I endecavoured to intervene I was also
given & very bed beating,

23e The Jepanese forced some of tre sick to vork ot NLKOb
PLTON ond thYere were no mcdicel supplies to treat trose wiro
were ill.

24s When Red Cross supplies arrived, large quentities werc

stolen by the Jepenesc guards and I am certain witr tre
cognisence of Col. ISYI w¥ro wes then trc commander,

Toaken end sworn at SYDNEY
Rrcte.
on tre Tenth day of /s/ C. Berch

Scptember 1946,

Beforc me S A.J. dansfield
Judge of Supremc Court of <ueensland
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