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Tnterview with Mr,., AKABANE Yutaka, Vice-Chiel of the Cabinet Informetlon
Bureale o /i .
Preliminary Report Rt

o AP - " S

Interrogator - Lt Commdr Leignton,
Recorder = Major Ce anensberg
Wp Akabane's Interpreter = . 1OKOY&MA.

Note: <Tne following report 18 summary, not verbatim, though order of
jiscussion and much of the cotual wording of questicn and answer nas
becn retained, < |

Time: 2:00=3:45 pm, 22 October

Places Office of lir ikabane, fome Ofilce, 5th flocr.

-

T
L
§h

ceneral: Lesd into AKABANE's private office by nhis interpreter,

Yokoyama, the three USSBjofficers introd ced themselves by name, and
took seats in armchalrs gro ped round 8 circular table upon which clga-
rettes and ashtrays were lald oute The interpreter then Informed us that
Mr. Akabane would give us 2 nrenared statement of the development of
morale among the Japanese during the vears of the wer, DBeiore he should
so, however, ne wanted to know if we were putting questions to him in
his official capacity, to which we repliec both official and nrivate
views were welcome to us, and whether we were interested in circumstances
during the war or after i, tToO wihdeh we replied “during", The inter-
preter was essy and assured with ¥r, Akabane, but respectful ana formal
enough to refer to him in the third oerson TO 18e Te ‘kabane acted
5s if he knew no #nglish, and we as i1¥ we Knew no Japanese, with the
exception of Lt icCoy. Maior Arensberg took notes while the interpreter
spoke in rnglish; LT vieCov took notes while T, Akabane spoke in Japa-
nese, Mr HMeCoy's notes 1-we-checked against This TECOTd &uome
ST — awe Lere

Interpreter: i, Akabane will give us a prepared statement of the
chanzes of the morale of the ZSapanese in tne yvears ol the WET ¢ o « LNE
situation as regards morale fell naturally into {our perlods, Irom the
time of general confidence in the outcome of the war in early 1u4l=42

to the complete collapse of fighting spirlit at the end of the war.
(Omitting the detailed dating of these perilods, the sallent leatures

of the aeccount of tne development of public attitudes through them all
Wﬁf&:)oto-t

The first appearance of a lack ol confidence in the public view
of the war was to be felt in February 1943, 1t was cOn ected with tie
assumption by General Tojo of four principal ministerships: the Prime
Winistry, the %ar Ministryj; the Home Ministry, and the office of Chief
of the General S+aff., A feeling developed among the intelligentsila
first, in the blg cities, o the effect that somcthing must be Wrong
to make it necessary for General Tojo to assume SO many nosts at once,

Juestion: What class was this intelligentsia, and what classes does
Akabana have in mind?
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T, Akabane, Yutaka, Viece-Chiefl of the
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end interview with
Cebinet Informatio

Interrogator: Lts C1
Recorder: dajor |
interpreter: Wr., Yo
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Lo B dv b
onrad Lrensberg
oyama (on Vr, Akabane's staff,)

e 2 D

Agneral

in accordance with agreement at end of previous interview, we
arrived at 2 o'eloeck to continue ingu ry., Asg scon as we were seated,
dr. Akabane produced a 1ist of names wiich he passed to the intere
preter and the intarview bepan,

Koy

w Axabane

1-' T ! - . ' 4 wen . - o a . ) . & wm o /
i = JInterprever - {(passages in wihich Iinterpreter spesziis on his
: &° s Al s . ; ,
” o 1 own are marked thus,)
CA <« Hajor irensberg

834 - Lt klmﬁ?. Lel £ nton
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General Not:s on the Setting »f the +wo interviews with kr, ekabane,
iutaka, 22 and 24 ¢tober. o

Ihe offiece of \ér. 4kabane is on the jth Iloor of Lu€ Jone mini?aff,
a gaunt tuilding, Iq¥low, dark, damp and smelling ?ﬁuighlﬂ?e}apidfgfuf
and lack of ¢leaning Feoav the hall yvou enter apgfuler oaaimwmin ﬂT}QL 1
n number of young menm\and women sit around & lp#fie table in r%§§ﬂr Lf;@amm
bare c¢lothes, +hey ary apparently clerks aﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmeﬂ tﬂﬂbﬁ wr;giiﬂm@ﬂﬂ
sorting papers, -+‘here {re & or 7 tslepiongs ob tris table anc ;m one
enrner of the room a deshand a table nogf it with a ‘ea poet anc Cups.
ihe floor is stone, #n eINgrly woman o€ slacks acted as greeler and may
have been in charge of the XNTice, fien ve entered for tne %@Qﬁﬁﬁ
view, the interpreter was sithing g€ the desk, and on seeing us, o

l‘"t;:i o)
shook hands, went into “r. ~KaD{De office which opened from the 1
after confering with him, usheps

.

us ‘m. 4in 4y, akabane's office there are
’ < n % sl - ¥ '3 -E.:" 5; ¥ g ; ! . : ) @8 * ‘!*f t: 1§ ' j‘_.“ o

a number of low chairs, two ggfiche¥g a desk in & byiggt ciriax 236 ???w n
iow, and a table with a brighfit gree\table cover whien CONXITASLed ‘e

3 Christmas decoration wiyf the brighhored carpet on ;he@xlﬁar.ﬁ‘mr. A 18
a thin man, in a herringgoone, brown sal and pepper DUSINesE sulty, who
wearsg a perpetual ¢growy sn hig face excer\ wien ne lauzhe, +he scowl seems
more one of conecentupfion iLhan {11 humor. N\&¢ had heavy 3@rn-r§m!$1353@5.
Prom time to time during the 'nterview he smdked cigsreties and his fin-
gers on his rignt hand were stalned brown, u-ii;th nking, he olten threw

N
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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

APO 234, e/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California
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7.S5. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
LPO 7234 1

/0 POSTHMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

Home Ministry
Room 501
-85 -Getober I945
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[NTERROGATION NOo. _ZOo7 . PLACE,
(Optain from P h

Morale -Division

e =W

Division of Origln e momm o oo
Changes in Morale under Bombilng

Personnel interrogated and background of eachs
‘Mr. AKABANE Yutaka, Vice-Chief of the Cabinet
Information Board, an official of the Home Ministry,

lately Execut?ve Officer, Air Ralds Protection Headquarters
His office, 1n the Home Office bullding, TOKYyO e

where interviewed o e m e =
1,t Commander Lelghton and Vajor Arensberg
Interrogator e amimmens o y A s

Lt MecCoy
TREBPDPELOT s & s i e s
see Interrogators
A1l1ied Officers Prasenil. . . i

L il - FRoa T Yy AN el g o« a8 - e
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SuMmMary s Vr. Akabane discussed changes in Japanese civilian
morale, factors effecting such changes, and the
relative importance of the factors springing from
strategic bomblng and those of other origin. A:ong
the latter were the United States propaganda pamphlets,
the lonz and short radio waves proadcasts of the Us
the news of Japan's successilve defeats, and the
cutting off by submarine of Japans overseas connectlons
with China and the southern reglonse.

Japaneses norale moved Irom & 1jevel of high
confidence into 2 feeling of doubt of either victory
opr draw by the time of the loss of Saipane. But morale
3id not break untill the great B-29 raids, particularly
not until after the fire-radd of varch 10th. With t he
continuance of the raids, and with their powerful
effects upon elivilian 1ivelihood, morale sank 1nto

complete demoralization, fear, and insistence upoh
pringing the Wal to an end. Sufferings over lack of
fuel, food, watels disruptions of transport and work
and fear of the raids spread by ~yacuees and by

news of damage Were the chief secondary factors ol

demoralization prought about DY the bombingse.
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U.o.STRATEGIC EOLEING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO #234
c/o Fostmaster, San Franclsco

NTERROGATION NO. 137 PLACE: TOKYO

TIME & DATE 24 Oct. 45
DIVISION OF ORIGIN: 4ORALE.
Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Mir, AKABANE, YUTA®A, Vice=Chief Cabinet Information L
Bureau.

finere interviewed: iome ilinistry, Hr, AKABANE'S Office.
Interrogator: Lt., Comdr., A.H. LEIGETON
Interpreter: None.

Allied Officers Present: iiajor Conrad ARENS oG

SUMMARY ¢

morale control described - Fron a meeting of the Board
of Information with army, Navy and other ninistry represent-
atives, decisions in regard to propaganda problems would be

achieved, Board of I~formation would then instruct all organs

of publication, radio, and the regional chiefs, who in turn
instructed the prefectural governors and so on down the line
to the lowest branches of the Government. The Board of
Information also sent out nen to lecture 1in different parts
of Japan. lhe policy=-naking neetings of the Eoard were not
regular, but called 'hen the occasion dictated.

The Japanese policy of always pronising that the next
battle would be victorious and of claiming victories where
therewere none gradually undernined the confidence of the
people. Thisbezan at Guadalcanal, but becane most nmarked
after Leyte.

During the last year of the war there was considerable
friction between the people and the iinistry, each blaning
the other for defeats. There was no important friction
between unper and lower classeés, or between the Japanesecand
the Chinese or horeans in Japan, though sone of the imported
1abor from both China and Korea gave sone trouble. In the last
year of the war, there was a good deal of i1l-feeling between
the residents of rural districts and small towns on the one
hand and the evacuated city dwellers on the other. The evacuees
crowded the country people, caused prices to soar and did not
contribute useful work to jife in the country.

" The nain propaganca 1ines of the Board of Information
were (1) To inercase the production of planes, (2) lncrease
the production of food, and (3) to maintain morale (confidence
in vietory)

137=1
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\ AV /| /’3 (PACIFIC)
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| /0 POSTHMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
TNTERROGATION No. /S L PLACE _ TOWYO. _ o
(Obtain from G-2 -  DpaTE_ .24 0ct 43
Division of Origin_w_ﬁgfﬂi.,-_ oo W

Suhject: Morale and Propaganda_during the war,

I.-a.-.m'—'-mmaw o A - -y . A B W N IR . o el o A B R AR

Percsonnel interrogated and packground of eachs:
¥Mr., Akabane, Yutaka, Vice-Chief Cabinet Information Bureau.

“here interviewed Home Mingggyz,wmgg_gkabane's office.

-
-ﬂ-l-—._-_l [ . e O W - BTE

Interrogator _ Lle Cmdr. A. H. Lelghton

o . *—'-"r' PRk el it Wil Wl

Inteﬁpretenwﬂmmemm_nQQE“w“M“m&M*wm__,

Allied Officers Ppesent _Major Conrad Aremsberg. ... --.---=-
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oummary s

Morale control described - From a meeting of the Board of
Tnformation with Army, Navy and other Ministry representatives,
jecisions in regard to propaganda problems would be achieved.

Roard of Information would then instruct all organs of publlica-
tion, radio, and the regional chiefs, who 1n turn instructed the
prefectural governors and so on down the line to the lowest branches
of the Government. The Board of Information also sent out men to
ljecture in different parts of Japan. The policy-making'meetings of
the Board were not regular, but called when occasion dicteated.

The Japanese policy of always promising that the next

were none gradually undermined the confldence of the people. This
began at Guadalcanal, butl vecame most marked after Leyte,

During the last year of the war there was considerable
friction between the people and the Military, each blaming the
other for defeats., There was no important fricticn between

upper and lower classes, OT between the Japanese and the Chinese
or Koreans in Japan, though some of the imported labor from
both China and Korea gave SOme trouble. In the last year of
the war, there was a good deal of 111-feeling between the residents
of rural districts and small towns on the one hand and the
evacuated city dwellers on the other., The evacuees crowded the
country people, caused prices to soar and did not congtribute
useful work to life in the country. j

The main propaganda lines of the Board of Inforj;tion were
1.) To increase the production o planes, 2,) increase the |
production of food, and 3,) to maintain morale (confidence in
victorye.)
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& R UNITED STATED TR ATEGIC BOMBING STRVEY
' w0 ALE DIVISION

Fifth Interview with.ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ,'Yutaka,'?ice~0nief, Cabinet
Information. 1ne 18t, 2nd, 3rd and 4th interviews were
24, 31 October, and 19 November).

Securing information on source data ©
and prapaganda control.

ealing with ipnformaition

9-10 Al 8 December 1945

TIMES
IRTERVIEWERS Capte. Yie gagistretil
INTERPRETERs AT Henry Shimanouchl
SETTIEG: Formadl Interview in Mre Akabane's O0ffice
althin the bureau

SUMMARY ¢ Deseriptior ni.
af Information during wartime.

REPORT:
the meetings of

sked aboul the minutes of
ted that they were not available ==
rpue of tie directives

The sSane Wad probably
Nai K1 Bu)e WEe Akabane
v Conversation

yp, Akabane was then asked abo ne s in the arganization

! nown in eharts 1 through 3, submitted #&
following intervi | +hat Chart #2 was the organizatlion

of the Buresu for the longest period of time, 1his was the time
during which the prmy and Navy officers werse put in &S heads of SOHG

af the Seclions.
tnder Chart #1 tne Bureau was made up of rapresentatlives of
four ministries of the Japanese governmente The first division wWas
neaded by the Navyj the second by the ATmY; the third by the Foregin
the Home Minlsiryj; and the £ifth division
the functions of the

Office; the fourth by
by the ¥inistry of Comrmunications. In general,
snsisted of handling a1l internal InewsS,
1icy, censorsihlp

ginistry of information €
1ine with national PoO2.

external News, propaganda in
and general cultural activities.

The reason {OT the expansion of the Bureau spom Chart 1 to Chart 2
was to meke for & better organization and e Army and bavy
Pro together. However, it ghould be noted that the ATy strength pre-

the ‘rmy's politica. ]

dominated in all prases;
entatives of the

« made up of repres
yinistry and the

The jeliberative Chanber was
| - ' GEA Ministry, the Home &




their function was U9 dsnide on and set up general policye

Buresus
They metifrequently. The functions of its buslness office were o
ordinary functions performed by &any government personnel and/or

records section.

#1th reference to the censorship opsrations, ikabane pointed out
that there were TwO sections charged with +those duties. One in the
Burean of Information and the other in the tone inistry. HdOowevar,
in actuality, these were One and the same organizatlon, inasmuch as
the head of ih@ gection in the Fome w4nistry performed boin duties.
The distinction as %o function was that censorship under the Home Hine
{stry laws pertained to tranguility and to morals, whereas censor-
ship under the Dureau of Information pertained to military secrets and

general wartine gsecrets.,

~ With regard to the research activities, Akabane gtated that the
{nternal research aptivities consisted a® a perusal of varlous news-
PaAPBrS, Namel reports, ATMY and Kavy war resulls reports, and reports

fror the reace preservation Section af the Vome Ministry.

The Foreign Affairs section's functlon consisted of an examinatien

of monitoring reports and Domei international news coverage. Te
Akabane stated tnat there was merely a reading of those various reporis

in both sections by the experts and an aral discussion of Thse news.
There were no written reporis ~f any kind. ‘e gave ine Imphal cale-
palgn on the norder of India as av example., Thils campaign was dls-
cussed for a we-k as to policy and then when the time fol' a decislon
came it was made 1In an hour's tine.

#r. Akabane Zave ill. HISATONI, Talsuo, who was formerly with the
Japanese Radlo, as a mai sell-versed 1in propagands affairs. -To
Hesatoml was alkabane's predecessor 1n office.

he stated that Col, ¥atsumura hoeaded Divislon
deputy. Col. SABARL headed the first
ragded the Caennd Division,

In discussing Chart #2

%1 and Capte. Kurihara was his
section and a naval afficer named Takase

in the

Due to the time limitations thigs waz all that was govered
interview,




