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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

USSBS APO 234, c/o Postmaster
'i«‘ile San Francisco, California

‘

24 October 1945
Interview with ur, KOIZUMI  Chief, Police Bureau, Home Office.

(Mr, Koizumi has been Chief of the Police Bureau
of the Home linistry only since October the 1lth,)

Iimes 23 October, Tuesday morning, 9:30 « 12:00 a.m.
Place: Mr, Koizumi's office in the Home Office Building,

Interrogators: Lt. Commander Leighton, USNR, and liajor Arensberg AUS,
Recorder: Major Arensberg,

Interpreter: Lt, MeCoy, USNR.

All-US Personnel from Morale Division USSBE excepnt
MeCoy, who is from Ge2 USSBS,

The 1ntéfview began with a-réviéw of Mr, KOIZUMI's career, There
has been a complete reshuffle in administration during the months

since the war, and Mr, Xoizumi has Just come to his post. He has
nad the following main posts:

l. Director of the Social Bureau (before 35) Shakailkyoku
2 Qirector of the Economic Police Bureay for five years

3¢ 1940 « 42 head of or in the opiritual Mobilization
leadquarters and in IRRA (sic. ?).

4. Governor of Shimane Prefecture - 1942 « 43,

D. 1944 to July 1945 Governor of Okayama Prefecture,

5« Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture (1943«44),

/e In July 1945 director of the National Highways Bureau,
Home liinistry (Kokudookyoku)

e Thence in October to Jirector Police Bureau.

Mr. Kolzumi asked if he might read a prepared statement, which
he had had made up for the occasion, He was asked through the
interpreter how he understood the objective of the Interview, for which
ne had prepared the statement, and the reply was that the statement
covered effect of air raids, changes in morale, the factors causing
them, the effect of American propaganda, and measures taken by the
Japanese Government to control morale, If any of these subjects
interested us further, he couvld bring up to a next meeting the persons
who had been responsible for such matters and who had made up the
report irom which he would read., He then read the report, hesitating
at times as if it were for the first time, and expatiated on it as

he went along, sometimes in answer to questions sometimes of his
own accord.

P: willl stand for the matter presented by lMr., KOIZUMI from the
prepared statement. Q: will indicate USRS personnel's questions,
A: Specific answers by lMr. Koizumi through the interpreter, Lt, licCov,
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P: The Japanese people began the war « as a first stage in the
development of their morale - in a serious mood, a moad of high
confidence, in which victory seemed to them assured. At the
beginning, in fact during the early victorlious stages of the war,
public morale increased, though seriousness and effort on the part
of the »ublie relazed. Indeed it was difflculX to combat such ree
lazation in view of the success of Japanese arms and continued
announcements of wvictory,

This econdition continued up until Guadalcanal fell, Till that
turn of events there was no detectable antlearmy or antiewar feeling
at least on the surface.

With withdrawal from Guadalcanal however there came the first
criticisms of the army's strategy. Soon after there was discomfort
and dissatisfaction over the holding out of Stalingrad, and the
fallure of the Axisealllies to win. But generally there was no
falling off in the publlie support of the army and the government
or in the efforts of the public in war work. The turn began with
the loss of the Marianas. Thereupon certainty of wvictory began to
fall off, and the possibility of defeat grew up for the first time
optimism of ultimate success gave way to fear of the outcome, and %he
first evacuations took place, At the szcme time the trend in productio n
took a fall, and prices in the black market took a rise.

With Leytel's foll, and then with the loss Tirst of Iwo Jima,
and then of Okinawa, the feeling was that each of these places was
last stand, or rather that in each of them a gocd gtand could be made,
and that that good stand was a last hope. As last hope succeeded
last hope, antiemilitary feellng became ever more obvious,

During this perilod, especially from November 1944 on and
during early 1945, morale fell, but the government took continual
measures to stir up public determination,.

.

G: What measures did 1t take?

A: In general the government stressed the policy of persuading
the people that probable success awaited the strategy of enticing
the enemy within Japan's inner defense lines and annihilating them
there,

ﬁ'x

R: What speclfic means?

A: Radio and lectures were the best methods. Q. Nelghborhood
assoclations? The government efforts didn't reach down as far as
neighborhoods., (Then laughter:) It wasn't possible to use the
tonariguml because by that time they were entirely preoccupied with
rationing problems (were just ration boards?).

P: But even so far, however, the drop in morale was not great.
True national feeling was maintained falrly wellj there was a
continuing striving for increase in production; and there was a grest
gratitude for the services of the soldiers who had dled,
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| P: Koizumi now turned to the part of the prepared
dealing with measures of control:

statement

The police and the government generally kept close watch upon

rumors. The rumors fell into several classes,

le Those dealing with the US armed iorces, or
strength of Jap and US forces, the reverses of the war,
development of new weapons by the enemy US,

the relative
and the

2o Humors expressing the 111s of the people and dealing

with bad living conditions especlally as they turned the
expression into dissatisfaction with the goverament,

3. Rumors (particularly in 1945) as to the ext
alr raid damage, .

4o Rumors expressing general dissatisfaction.

¢

ent of

Control measures laid great stress on stopping such rumors, of

all the classes, They were traced to their sources
ing? circulating?) them werc subjeect to 1mprisonmen% and
often, to visits from tne police, who lectured and corre
fhe lstter metrod was {ar more often used and was quite

| Qs are there any documents here which would give g
these rumors and the methods of controlliing them, or giv
measures takzen?

A: There were documents on such matters but they a
the US forces, and are frozen by tne United States,

i

¢: Who in US forcest

A: ﬂg aren't sure., In any event such documents ar
in the/B?@ €rvation Section (Hoanka) of the Police Burea
maKe a speclal {ile,

P: Rumors were all checked, They fell roughly int
and those after the air raids. Those after the air raigd
wlth the extent of damage, The rumors that contained se
against the government were most severely punished.

9
aistriputed?”

A: Political rumors were to be found mostly among

{ine, or more
cted them,
effectiveo

plcture of
@ cases and

re now with

e to be found
U = where theyv

o those beforc
s often dealt
ntiments

e

were these latte: conlined to any one c¢lass? How were they

government

Oolilclals and among tne intelligence and comuerdélal people of the

big cities,

P: Now to discuss changes since the raids:

In November 1944 when the ralds first pegan there was little damage, ar

a strong determination to repulse the enemy prevailed,

Ihe great raid

of darcn 10 produced great loss and left many dead. Fear arose then,

anad versons (starte

‘19
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and evacuations began, It was after that with the continuation of
ralds day and night, and on the smaller cities as well as upon the
larger ones, that a serious feeling developed. At the same time
production {ell orff, transport difficulties mounted, and the result
was a general worsening of llving conditions, Tescue and aid to the
victims grew ever more difficult and great dissatisfaction over air
defense grew into disaffection with the army and with the government,
Critlcism of the military and dissatisfaction with the way the
government was handling relief appeared,

Leaflets

P: Now let's turn to the subject of US leaflets. The police
Kept estimates of the numbers involved. They estimate we scattered
about 4,564,000 of which 47% were recovered by the Japanese, The
first pamphlets were scattered in the Kanto region and in
Nagoya February 16th and 17th, 1945, They then were spread to
Lyushu, 9Osaka, and all Honshu between Kyushu and Kansail, that is
the Chubu region, After that they were scattered even more wideiy.
fotals scattered Increased through February up until June 49, a
period of 145 days. 33% were scattered before June, 427 at the height,
between June and July, and 23% 1n the 16 days between July and August
to the end of the war,

At first they were expected, and they were heavily discounted.,
Perhaps they increased defiance. They were gquite poor and inapprope-
riste at first, They were met with by a considerable ignorance of
real condlitions on tahe part of the Jap people., BSoon, however,
quallty and choice of subject matter 1lmproved, and with defeatl and
the growth of doubt, they met belter acceptance on the part of the
Jap peonle, This was so especially from June on. The proof of it
i8 1in the figures of the estimated proportion of leaflets turned
ine The police estimate that at first 70 to 80 percent were turned
ln, Toward the end, they estimate, the number turned in did not tog
50% of those dispersed by us,.

The police listed some 74 types of leaflet, The best of them
(most effective vpon the Japs) were the Marlianas news (Marians
jiho). and the Rakkasa news. They showed conditions under 1S
occupation, plctures of condltions outside Japan, and particularly
ebfective were such things as showing chlldren belng schooled, and
Japanese heing well treated, and Jap PW's, The most fear inspiring
however, were the pamphlets which were the forewarnings of bombings
of particular cities. As they were actually followed up by such
bomblngs they were by far the most feared, Another particularly
effective bit of propaganda (and here the Bureau Chief laughed, and
seemed to indicate that it told on him too) was the ten yen note,
printed exactly 1in copy of ten yen notes of Japan on one side,,and
with text on the other showing what 1t used to be able to buy and
what 1t would buy now, thus highlighting inflation. In fact this
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sort of note made guite a commotion in Japanese finaneisl circles
begausejtpeyﬁiea:ed that it would be Tollowed by notes perfectly
counterfeited and thus ruin Japanese finances and money.,

As Tor other pamphlets, those directing sntagonism against
the Fumhatsu were notv very effective,since évery;?mnilv had a son
%F the army, before Saipan. (sic.) But they werd more so after it.
fne first ones telling of damage by air raid were not effective
because the Japs had as yet no real experience of ralds when they
came, and second, thelr quality was poor., But those which.confained
warnings about the bombing of specific factories wers very good' '
Lndeed, espeecially when they were followed bv sety mbings of

the factorks. In general, the ones which cast am' thé‘veracity
o1 Imperial General Headgquarters war announcements and reports

were good, especialily as they were dropped at the height of puﬁlic
dissatisfaetion on that score,

n ededapaenis, . Je best were the forewarners of specific raids.,
n generalg ™ the two named series, Rakkasa and viarianajiho,
aga another, the [Makoto (Truth) were very good. FPolice reports say
Tne wWere widelv read G thev e : s - - . a
dou%twgggug¢%iésvifggitané“!ggﬁ'b?@iteu 2 consigerable amount of
- L e ‘ L 11C18 ( ~ I\ R o

ot g 3 'y ol clial reports, The constant

Ig Ol news wihlcn turned out to be true news, sucii as the case
of thg fall of walpan, gave the United States face, In addition
plctures about P7's helped to brealk down helief in Jap reports.

_rt Now another topic is contained in the report, aad I'r,
KOIZUWI will go over it A 5

11 £ £ - - ot p r'T i = = =
the effect of O0omPinNg upon mannower,

Up to November 1944 the ARP plans and policies were carried out

Successiully, just as they had been forecast, /fter November, however

tgg size and nuwber of air raids far outstripped plans, and
elfiecitiveness of plans wes lo= t, :

e A

MOLrepoliivad: iiTect on factory production.

Conditlons from Industry T8 THMIET¥ I and TYOM place to place
were Loo various for cuick summary but reports were made on most
0of them, bor.example let us take some of the reports from the Tokvo
area., Lven there there was the same difficult ies of sunnarizing, H
Ol delining absenteelsm, and of coutiing, but a police survey
of tae Lacgixaqa alrplane manufacturing industries in Novenbere
g%:@ﬁuﬁf 1944 [ixed the nurnbers absent during that period as Ve2% o
After t aic ' N 1 2 1 :
gg ig ;ge raid of November 30th, that rate at Tachikawa went up

e/ /Ve
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Another example eseome=—rran the Murashiro Nakajima aircraft
company. After a day raid there on 21 November, the first raid,
29% of employees were absent from the next shifis and were generally
absent for the next seven A8V S e

Q¢ TIs this given as an extreme Case or an average one?

At As an average one, he believes, but it doesn't say in the
document from which he is reading.,

P:  Another survey was made after the great larch 10th raid,
and the factories surveyed there (Tokyo area) showed a ten percent

lncrease in current rate of absenteeism over the survey period
earlier in Novembere-December,

A police survey of the factories of the metropolitan ares, Marech
16 and 18, showed 25% of males absentee, This was an Ilncrease from
18% showed in g former month (the former month? )

Al A2 o V) A -m‘»m e
‘urther interrogs

tion @& Thursday at

e oo
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UNIZTED S5TATES STRATEGYIC SOEBIRG SUsvEY
y MORALE DIVISION
(Pacifie)

This 1s a report sumitted by ur, g, folzuni, Chtefl of the
“olice Buresu in the Home dinlstry, to the Horale Hivision, Ussne

h}“;; P ?

on 29 GCetober 1945, It nas been Wranslated by HS&8Rs8 language
personnel.

whe reaport 1s not baged on official documents but was secured
by ir. Koisumi througn naviag ur, Vgawa, Administrator of the
#olice Affairs Section, contact and interview wen formerly in the
Alr Dafense neadquarters, the Fhraign_&rrairs Office, and in the
feace rreservation ~oction, lr, Toizwsi $ald that these individuals
had during the war personsl experience with the matters described
in this report. Should USEAS personnel desire to go more
intensively ianto these questions, the individusis concerned could
ve mgde available for interviewing tarough contacting r, Kotlzumi,

ire Kolzumi saild the reason documentary sources were not

quarters.,
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Japanese Iuporisl Government
Jable of Contents:

de frends in Publie Cpinion in Fartine and Control of dorale, Rumors,
and False Reports, g - |

2e¢ Trends in Pubklie Ipinion after the “tart of AW Raid

Qe

3e Propagania Leailets Jropuped by the iveriean Al

FOrODE,

¢ Effects of Air Attmeks an NRD pawer .

Susmary of the Intorview,
1. Trends in Publie Jpinion Durdng the War snd vontrol of ﬁaralg
damors, and Pslse Janorts.

(i) At the beginning of the Gfﬁﬁﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁﬁt apla ¥ar the mornle of the
people wad raised to & poak bv successive reports of victories; and the
strengihening of producticn snd ‘nepesses In tne sroduction of foode
stuffs ware concentrated upon bringing the war to & conclugion. Howe
ever, of late, wur results have not nlways been favorable snd thepre is
o escaping the fact that thare are those »ho whow & s1¢ gnt tendency
Lo waver and those vhode faith in ultimete victory does not heve s
strong ldecloglecal basis. Ue that as it nay, up o0 the tinme of the ad.
vance on Juadalesnal, the populsce in general had confidence Im the
military and in the government and widilngly continued to devote their
energies Lo the war, with almost ne sign of antl.war, anti-niiltary,
or antlegovernment sentinment.

L% The time of the invasion of suadalcanal, as the tide of way
graduslly turned against us, sentiwent sgairst governwental policies

- 3

* '*_ A




. f

U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

USSBS APO 234, c/o Postmaster
File San Francisco, California

and plans gradusally reaised its head and in some quarters thers w:g even

opposition ¢ waping war and careless talk of a defeatist nature, ‘he
withdrawsl of the Berlin.fiome Axis forcez after the battle for Htaline
grad had a muber of effecte on the future of the Groater East Asle %ar.
Again, there were those whe believed that we must not let pass any ope
portunity for ending the war. The greater part of the populace, hovever,
toking heart at the wilitary and governmental reporis bellevaed that the
time had come for a revival of pudlie suprort, and moved to tears,
continued giving their vwtolesheartad sapport.

At the time of the loss of the Varjena, sroraliension sz to the ~ut.
core of tha var Became somewhat greaterg 1t wvaz anticeipsted that adr
raids ware lnevitable, & carelesy desire o eseare was drewing, snd
anti-governvent sentiment waz at & high veak. Althouph the Toejo Cabinet
finally resigned, confidence in the onteore of the war and in Inevit-
able vietory becamg lneresasingiy rare in spite »nf the la&ﬂerahip of
those in suthority. Oroduetion dropred off slightly, 4difficultien in
gotting suhzigtenece led 4o black market deslings and there was o gradual
inereese in antli.mlilitary, snti-governament feelling, swounting to &
defentist »r nezce moverent.

Alter that, even though there wsg s faint breath of hove regeyding
the anemy's campalign in lLevte and the Paillipines, with the final loss
of Jo Jima and Olkinswe, the aboeve mentiored tendency becsme more and
more apparent, fecently, starting in November of last year and the flirst
of this ysar, continuous enemy air attacks on the homeland Ineressed
the misery of the reonle end nroduction drorred merkedly. Dveryone

an
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took dariog riske in the 'neviteble battle for the howmeland, but iU
cen not be sajd that the merale of the populace was uhified and y&rfaﬁt.
¥sturally, In spite of the faet that there were countliess examrles
of those who, moved Ly the Iincomparsbly heriec deaths in baltiz of Those
em the Faedlie islande, beginning with fight for Attu, and bty the loyale
ty ané gacrifice of suicicde plane ﬁnitﬁ, gave thedr 11 in incresaing
production and in the zrovwing of food; 1%t wes ineviteble that the bulR
of the poprulace ghowld develoar the ﬁfmraMﬁmtiﬁn&ﬂ abttitude heecguse of

ehapras in the war situation, the lengthoning of the wer, the d4iffiecul.

¥

ties of living and the damage caused by bombinge.
(Rd Control of Sumors and False Leaports,.

The ¢harseter and number or yunoers and false reporis corregponded
Lo changes in mublie opinion.s 4% the begirnning of the Greater Vast Asls
Jar, there wers numerous rumors congeining our lorees, especlally éur
gureess in hattle and the superiority of our ecunlpment. s the tide of
wapr turred sgpingt use, rovors of wuniavorable battles oY new enamy
ecuirrent eronped tup., After the downtall of the Tojo Cablinet rumors and
falee renorts concarning the government gredually inereased. Last yeer.
g3 the wereblew of subsistences bhecane pregsing, ruMoOrs CoNCerning sudn
matiers ae the rationing of food and the black markel ware prevelent,
Thiz year, hovever, as sir reids ineressed in intensgity spd the war =it.
tnstion became worss rumcrg of sir reld domege and a xizestrowsr ond VO
the war intensified. Our wmethod of esnbatiing sued rumors snd alse
reports was to attenpt to determine thelir souree and to ecncentrate

our afforts on those whigh enleh eonfused publi¢e ovinion, and tLhose

W
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which sere sgvecislly bad becanse they ware roaballlious

ather cases we vant ne farther than an asdmorniition and there wWere CoOle

raratively fow nersons who were actuslily manished,

9. Trande in “ublie Opinfon safter the Stert of idr Halds. .

chen tﬁé s4w relds on the homeland gtarted in FHovember of Jast
vaar, depage wes reolatively slight and the oenple aven had conflidence

in the ultimste vietory of our airdefense feeling that "hdr radds dont't

reglly awvount to rueh after all.” rowever the great night raid of 10

year | _ : "y
¥apah this paused 20 wuch damage and 20 rang deaths and BNace the general

gttustion o rash rorse that the poneral attitude ver one of utter fealr.

enan en orderly disserssl {rom larpe, wedium anc

¥ b ¥Fiias

= sall elties
aather small clilies,

the tendency was to flse in panie and when ralas were inereassd o
sround the cloek bombing of larpge citlies and the raids on gsedlum ana

; “ : s S o vk . ok e A t T g, @ ‘t : "~;_"';' ey T8 1 ?-fq x
11 cities were ‘ntensified there wes & COMPLe 2 1laek ol hope and &
feeling ofrestlessness and WNEASINE3IS.

In addition the intensificatiosn of air raids hed an effoct On [PTO-

: abher cw nf setdwitv, The rroblem
éuction and transvortation and other flelda ol aciiviiy. ‘e problem

and elothing becare an inereasingly Jdifficuld one
Jiastrust of the

: for the paople
‘“ﬁ. fi.?i.?*-‘,s oY t{ \ J

N & 4" WAl " % £ Y . ' ' £ 2 K ‘! o o 5 'i‘“ >
end relied for the victims of fire was Inacequstia.

militery aiyr defonse way extended to dlistrust of the ailitery in generci.

: . . - - e ; ’ o L& :“*1 " 4 .
Glftdeultivs if nrocuring the necessitiss of life and whe fatlure

function smoothly of relief for the fire vietims, orought dlssatisfec.
Dissetisfactlion vwith and

t4pan with those in charge of such activities., LJLssolLEl

sigtrust of those in charge of the military could not HE SUPNIrSssesG sl

finaily a feeling of defestisn Lecane prevalent and there wes & spirie

£ 3

ai utter depvession.




