HEADGUARTERS RISTRICTAR
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBIaG SURVEX
(PACIF1C)
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']

cfo POSTHASTER, Sal FiraliCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 337 Place: Regional Office F1,
Nagoye

Military Analysis Livn. Date: 10 November 1940

Division of Origin

sub jects Osaksa Air Depot

Personnel interrogated end backgzround of each:

Col HARA, miroshi, graduated Military Acadeny 1918, Tokorozawa Air
Mechanics ochool 1920: Main Alr Depot in Tokyo, Duties Section (Kimmuhan)
1940 — Oct 42; Oct «R-ApT 4O in Air Hq in Tokyo, handiing records ant
transportation; ApT 43.par 45 head of Ordnance ia the 5th Flying Liv; Mar

45 to the end of the war, nead of the Osaka ALY Depot.

where interviewed: Osaka air Depot

Interrogators Capt Haskins

Interpreters Lt oneider

Allied Officers Present: Lt Palfrey

SUMMARY

maintenance and repair of aircraft

Problems arising in the supoly,
at the Osaka alr Jepot were discussed.

LITERROGAT I0u

_._,._—-#

%. What was the relative size of the Osaka AlT Depot

4. It was the smallest of the 5 Depots.

Q. To whom were you subordinated?

A. Before May 1945 this Depot was subordinated directly to AlY
after that time we Wele ander 5th Air Army.

Headguarters;

2. What types ol new nlanes did you process?

A. Ki 45 (Wick), Ki 10= (Randy ), Ki 54 (Hickory), Ki 86 (Cypress) .

Wwhat types did you handle for repairsf

e
vi 51 (sonia) Ki 46 Il} (Dinah), Xi 36 (lda).

i. Ki 84 (Frank), Xi 44 (Tojo);

Q. What tests cid you perform on new olanes?

ate ueneral ol

A. lone; this was done by representatives of the Inspector

aviation at the factory.
ing done at the end of the war?

. bow much testing was De

A. Since april 1940, 30 minutes on the ground and 30
Previously tests had been longer, 1)

these arastic cuts.

. Have you any Depot nilots? />

They are used fer testing repaired planes OB <

a. Yes, we have 6.
f planes from the factory. 5
C *‘ ]

assisting in delivery ©
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..BTRI. CTED

[TERROGATION NO. !}57 _ Cont'd.

Q. Who ferried the planes to the units?

but for units with—-

A. TFor units outside of Japan, the Alr Transport Department,
The

in Japane frequently pilots were sent from the tactical units.
Depot pilots were not used for this purpose.

Q. What ferrylng losses were sustzined?

his aspect, vut 1 should estimate 10% on

1 am not too familiar with %
on flights outside Japan.

A,
flights within Japan and 50%

Q. What were the principal causes of these losses?
A, Within Japan, engine failure, pilot failure and poor quality of planes
being produced DY the factory. Outside Japan, the sbove factors plus

navigational shortcomings and American interception.

what was the average length of orocessing at the Depot?

Qe

A. About 10 days. The plan factory in very bad shape.

os arrived from the

e Lid you make any effort to renedy this?
el, but vwe made what

We were handicapped by inferior maintenance personn
rouble was deep geated;

minor adjustments we could. Actually most of the ¥
therec were 0aslc defects in the englnes and landing

A
geal.

Q. Do you meai that the Osaka Depot was turning out new planes which you

lznew were'unsatisfactory?

A, Yes.
Jould it not have be ; new nlanes and out of them turi
] Lch onerational conditiont

out 5 which were Te:o

.f’z
e

1 the plenes, SO
Moreover there
f plaenes 1in
n0t have Dbeel

A, The trouble was that the sams defezts occured in al
that no exchange oi parts would havs been of any value.
was such a pressure from Air Headquarters for delivery O
quantity that such a procedure, even if possible, would

permitted.

Ko

Qe LHOW
oyed. 1 sheuld

our recoras are destr
out 300 during the

A, I can only cstimate, since all
d about 50 planes & month and ab

say that we processe i
first 7 months of 19495,

. How many of these Were Ki 102 (Randy)?

w
’ | A, In 1940 we handled perhaps 20 a month.
w. HOW many planes did you repair every month?
A. About 20, of which 8 were major repairs and 12 minor.
~  Where did your maintenaice personnel COME from?

Qe
5. Only aboul 10%

The rest of themn

A. About on i 1liz
i ine to the air Depot.
There was 1o fromal

had had any training
were green farmers whom we had to train on the Jjob.

training at the Depot.
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INTERROGATION XO. . Cont'd. .

Q. How did the Depot mechanies cempare witi those in the field!

RICED

A. The combat units had difficulties also but they dia have a nucleus of
trained lCOs ana mechanics.,

& were there any training schools for mechanics?
A. Yes, but they were for officers an@ 1;COs only.
«e Were you treubled by shortages of spare parts?
A, TYes.

Q. what parts in particular?

A, Engine parts, tires and landing gear - in that order.

Mote: It was ascertained that the Commanders of the Osaka Air Depot during
the war peried were as followss

August 1941-October 1943 KOXUBO, Masahiro
October 1943-October 1944 YAMAQA, dakao
October 1944 - March 1945 KOKUBO, Masahiro
March 1945 to present HARA, Hiroshi
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| U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY RESTRICTED
(Pacific)

INTERROGATIUN NO 237 ( SUPPLEMENT)

Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division.
Subject: Osaka Air Depot.

Person Interrogated: (ol HARA, Hiroshi

The following table ig g supplement to Interrogation No 337:

New Planes Procesged in 1944 end 1945 by Ogaka Air Depot

1944 Ki 45 KXi 102 k4 o4 Ki 86 Ki 87 Ki 9
(Nick) (Randy) (Hickory)( CypressTopey) (Spruce)

Jan 80 38

Fedb 80 47

Mar 80 32

Apr 90 7

May 100

Jun 90 4

Jul 80 42

Aug 70 83

Sep 60 48

Oct 50 25

Nov 30 2 32

Dec 15 <0 1 141

1945

Jan 5 20 2 67

Fed 3 30 2 37 4

Mar 5 20 4 137 1 6

Apr 7 20 4 111 2 8

May 6 30 3 44 | 8

Jun & 30 1 8 < T

Jul 1 5 2 68 3 2

Aug o i i3 N— —

TOTAL 856 177 20 084 8 35

Notes: (1) Above figures are approximate, reproduced from memory, in the
abscnce of records

(2) Included in figures for Ki 86 (Cypress) ere 114 planes received
from factory without engines.
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