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Consequpntly they ceased from taking me-
als, or attending religious ceremonies, in the
houses of those who dined with the brah-
min in question, and asked the supporters
of the Prayaschitta to prove its validity.
For this purpose several meetings were
held at which the objections urged agains$
the Prayaschitta were met by me. The

first Prakaranam of this treatise contaios
my auswers to the several .objections rai-

sed, which show that the Shastras sanction
the readmission of the Brahmin by means
of Prayaschitta. The second Prakaranam
shows that the I’}'ayaschitta, as i1t was con-
ducted in the present case. 13 in a&ford
with the ritual prescribed 1n the Shastra.
Although primarily intended as a defence
of this particular Prayaschitta, this book
may be considerad to be a brief exposition
of the whole Shastra on Prayaschitta. In
it are incidentally discussed some of the
vital questions of Achara connected with
Social Reform.
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The Shastras arenow-a-days ensnhroua-
d in a thiock mist of ignorance. Some mo-
dern reformers, on the one hand, are un-
der the preconceived notion that they are
merely a mass of unconnected doctrines,
totally out of keepiftg with the times, and
that no measure of reform is possible on
the lines therein laid down. Some bigo-
ted Brahmins, on the other haud, mistak-
ing usage for Shastra, interpret it s0 as to
suit their views. But I have always been
of the opinion that the Shastras, if follow-
ed in their true light, will not only condemn
every usage inconsistent with the welfare
of Society, but will tolerate every reform
calculated to promote 1t- My views on this
subje-t have already been set forth in
my two pamphlets, entitled Duracharapisa
chabhanjani  and Acharanirukti. 'The
same views are also now 1llustrated in this
little book. T hope it will meet with a fa-
vourable reception at the hands of the
public.

Ellore,

' % DAsSu SRIEAMULU-
12th Cctober 1891.
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