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PREFACL.

A BoOK on' the same subject * by a well-known
author having lately appeared, the writer of the
present work assures her readers that, anxious
as she 1s to behold jts formiduble rival, she has
defe%rcd that pleasure until after the publication
of ier own work.

“WitAT 1S YOUR NAME?’ was completed by

Christinas Iive 1862, but the idea of it had long
before suggested itsclf to her,—before, indeed,
shc was aware of any book in any language
having been written on the subject of Christian
Names. From the writer’s first little book she
ventures to quote the motif of her present one »—

‘She aye tell't the lassies the mcanin’ o cach
o’ their Christian names. * Aiblins,” said She,

* ¢Ilistory of Christian Names,’ by the Author of ¢The Heir
of Redelyffo,” 1863.
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“thae pretty thochts may be blessed to them.
The very ca’ing o’ their names wad be a re-
m"}nder o’ some Christian grace; for,” said the
leddy, “the lesson ance learned, wad Leatitia

be sulky, or Amy be dour?”’*

[TinToN Lover, BotRNEMOGIN :
Octobey 17, 1863,

* Scotch Margaret’s Story: ¢ The Fairy Tree,” p. 141, Nelson:
180G1. .
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WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

CHAPTER L

An advertisement — All Christian or individual names®
are significative— Value of names; good or evil fortune
often attending on them—Crowns won and lost through
the signification of names—Story of a Spanish princess —
Twenty names of a Portuguese princess; their derivations
and signitication§— Numerical value of names; Greek and
Arabian calculations depending  thercupon — Names of
power — Individual names inalienable property -— Advan-
tages which may be derived from our Christian names —
Giod the first name-giver — Motives einfluencing choice
of names in olden times — Destinies of names —Value of
a name as a reminder — William the Ielmet of Many,
(feorge the Nower, Esther the Star, Winifred the ’#éace-
winner — The promise of the advertisement redeemed —
Individual names —Individual mottoes.

I EADER, whatever your name may 'be, I

think I can scarcely be wrong in supposing
that, occasionally at least, you glance your eye
down the sccond column of the ¢ Times'—sor-
rowful, wondering, or amused as the strangcly
contrasted advertisements successively bring be-
fore you dark glimpses into miscrable homes,

B



2 WIHAT IS YOUR NAME'?

dazzling oleams of sudden accessions of fortune,

r oddly worded descriptions of pets strayed
qway, or mmsmfr articles.  Our hearts are stirred
by wailing cries from deserted ar rifled nests:
¢ Charlie, bo), come back ; your father has for-
given you.” * Minnie, darling, come home, come
quickly, if you would sce mother alive.” Tears
are yet glistening m our eyes when we are irre-
sistibly 1»1'0voked to laughter by announcements
of ‘a lod gentleman’s 1)()Llut ook’ having b(,(,,n
lost, or ‘a blue lady’s umbrella,” and th(:n SO1Ne
tantalising accounts. of *unclaimed dividends’
and ¢ heirs wanted.’ .

But little filling in would be required to
manutacture from the suggestions of that won-
derful column a magnificent sensation novel, for
still and ever the strangest roménces are to be
found amongst the realities of lite. 1 am not
now about to attempt a novel, and yet it is from
that same columhn of the ¢ Times’ that I would
take the introduction of the subject of my book,
Would that the tiny volume might fly halt so
far and wide as do the mighty wings of the giunt
chronicler df the day! Sce, now!

F any persons bearing the Christian names (surname

in each case mnnatuml) of ALBFRT, KDWARD, ALEX\NDER,
Goprrey, EbpMUND, or NxE, 1 LIZABETH, l1ororuy,
BEeatTrIcE, EvitH, or EMILY-—“]H apply at Messrs.

on the day of , they wili hear of something to thelr
advantage.

Do you smile, reader? Nay, if you will laugh
outright, ¢ strike, but héar !’ laugh, but listen!
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Bold as it may seem, yet do I in all humility
trust that to all my readers bearing such names,
and to many, very many more besides,® I may
make my prowmise good, that they shall hear of
something to their advantage.

It may be they have heard my gaod news
before, but good news bears twice tefling; and in
these days of being ¢ en rapport) who shall say
that the kindly fecling in my heart towards my
known and unknown readers may not commu-
nicate itsclf to theirs ? + Our journcyings will be
over many lands, and backwards into distant
azes—the skeletons of dead nations will live again
for us—at the graves of the mighty we may learn
precious truths—so may we also fromn the birds of
the air and the flowers of the ficld. Sometimes
n;crry, someties grave, always n carnest, some
plensant moments may be ours, and purting good
friends we may look to mect again.

In the nincteenth century fortune is supposed
to wait on swrnames only. Their importance is
aniversally acknowledged, and there is no lack
of treatises corresponding to the interest which
they excite. DBut is not the value 'of Christian
names comparatively ignored, except where
children are named after godfathers, godmothers,

* In a classified list at the end of the volume will be found up-
wards of 1,600 names and their significations. .\n alphabetical
index will refer to all Christian names at all likely to be in uso
amongst ourselves. Many names omitted in lists hitherto published
are here mentioned, and their derivations and meanings suggested
by the writer. To such names an ¢§’ ig attached.

B 2
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relations, or friends, cither for love’s sake or for
prudential motives?

Little Stephens and*Margarets are often ex-
pected to benefit at some future sime by the tic
which links them to their namesakes. These
hopes may or may not be fulfilled; meanwhile,
are thete none who remember to tell the little
ones that in each pretty name of dtself there
is value untold ? Lovely reminders are they of
treasures surcly to be won, if rightly sought,
and ‘beyond all possibility of mischance.

Little Stephens, forgdt 16t the eroins you may -
win! Sweet Margarets—pearls and daisiecs—da
not discredit to the exquisite significance of. your
name !

In one of the volumes of the British Essavigts
(‘The Adventurer’) a pretty tale is to be found, by
Dr. John Hawksworth, a fiiend of Dr. Jolnson’s.
Amurath, a sultan of the East, succeeding in
carly youth to his father’s throne, is oppressed by
a sense of unfitness for his great responsibilities.
He is Visited by a benevolent genie, who bestows
on him an invaluable counsellor and friend in
the shape of a talismanic ring. This ring con-
tains a ruby of surpassing lustre and richness of
colour; but whenever, in thought, word, or deed,
the young Prince is about to err, the golden
circlet presses his finger, and he beholds the
magic gem become dim and pale.

Do we not carry about with us, each one of us,
our own cspecial talisman? Not mute, like the'
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ring of Amurath, but hourly sounding in our
cars its peculiar note—it may he of warning—it
may bhe of encouragewment, telling of high aims
and glorious rewards.

Not here the fitting place to dwell upon
the best and dearest privileges attached to all
Christiun neames. One only glance at the effable
bliss awaiting those who by such names (their
angel namgs, as we way imagine they will be)
are adopted into the famnily of heaven—one only
glancc—aund then, bearing the gladsome recol-
lection in our hearts, we* will pass on to the
present temporal advantages that it would seem
niay -be derived trom almost all individual names
In common use amorigst ourselves.

Why should these names, which are in many
cases rich with sugeestive cloquence, fall on our
cars but as empty sounds?

Why should not that poor peevish discontented
Luwtitia (gladnest) strive to connect with the
calling of her Christian name an endeavour after
the Christian grace of ¢ cheerfulness?’ " And
those undutiful children, John and Jane—causes
of worry as they are to all around them—why
should they not learn, and benefit by the learning,
that they continually contradict the beautiful
meaning of their names, signifying in Hebrew
(fod's gracious gift?

Of surnames, the value of many is confessed
by cveryone. They are an mheritance of them-
selves—good fortune waits npon them. The
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old Roman proverb, ‘ Nomen et omen,” holds
good in our day. There are Leliuses amongst
ourselves of whom it may be said, not only that
their names are synonymous with bonus augur,’
and that all they foretell is certain to come to
pass, but also that all they attempt is sure to
succeed.

Who does ndt know that ¢ wagaing of ancient
pows,” cheerily perpendicular, ‘wher(,by members
of certain famslies are assured of success in. all
their undertakings; and th at other ‘¢ wageing,’
solemuly horizontal, that Toredooms others— ‘ poor
Suth-a-one’—to certain failure?

And why is this? Trace back the fimily
histories, and you will find that it was no hlind
chance, but sterling worth, that jirst caused i
current value to be stamped on the coin. amll)
honours are gained. ¢ Noblesse oblige.”  Men seck
to live up to their name.

There 1s inexpressible value” in names!  The
prince of poets—the magician by whose wand
the secrets of all hearts are laid bare—is quoted
to justify a contrary belief.  But in whose mouth
does Shakspeare put those words: ¢ What'’s in a
name?’ It is the indignant protest of an im-
- passioned girl against the wide-spread fecling
(prejudice, if you wﬂl) which the very vchcmence
of her remonstrance showed that she knew but
too well did exist.

And still, as in that Italian city of old, therec
are Montagues and Capulets! Against the
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stubborn rocks of family prejudice, ah! how many
young hearts arc daily wrecked?  What avail
fresh winds and full tide setting fair for glad
havens whereseager barks would be, when stony
barriers uprear themsclves between, which no
daring, no skill can surmount? ,With the wrecks
of gallant ships so shattered the waves of this
troublesome world are strewn. -

Not dreamy-cyed Romance alone, but her

orave sister Iistory, tells us strange facts as to
the value of names, actually in themsclves, even
when unconnected with family associations.
«  With the Romans auspicious names were, ever
i the ascendant.  Amongst mnumerable ex-
amples we need onty instance here Regalianus,
elected emperor by the Roman soldiers solely on
account of the royalty suggested by his Mame.
But lightly won, alas! lightly lost—he did not
long wear the crown of the Ceaesars. On an
cqually sudden impulse the troops put their
newly-clected emperor to death.  Ilis name gave
him a crown, but could not preserve to him his
life.

A still more singular instance ot a name, and
a Christian name, influencing the destiny of an
individual, is told by Herrern, the Spanish his-
torian. Louis V1II. of I‘france, surnamed ¢ Ceeur
de Lion, desiring a Spanish princess for his
bride, ambassadors were sent to the court of
Madrid. The eldest and the most beautiful of
the royal sisters was the one destined by her
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own family to share the diadem of France. But
where was the wise fairy godmother who in all
nursery tales presides af the naming of beautiful
princesses? At the cradle of the unfortunate
eldest daughter of Spain, it would secem, there was
no fairy godmother, nor even an carthly sponsor
gifted with musical ear or wsthetic #stes—her
name Urraca, harsh in sound, wasin its significa-
tion yet morc objectionable, foy in Spanish it
signified a magpie. .

A magpie queen, and’to mate with a lion-
heart? Impossible! « The dismayed ambassadors
telt themsclves compelled to reject the young
beauty. Iler name had deprived her of a noble
husband and of a crown.  The lovely Urraca saw
her younger sister (less fair than herself, except
in nate) preferred before her, and Blanche the
Fair of Castile was carried in triumph to IFrance
to become the honoured wife of Louis the Lion-
heart, and the proud mother ot St. Louis.

In this singular story of so great a mishap
attending an ill-chosen name we may, perhaps,
find the key to the custom of an extraordinary
number of names being always bestowed on
princesses of Spain and thé neighbouring king-
dom of Portugal.

The ¢ Saxe-Gotha Almanack’ (1862) tells us
of a little Portuguese princess who has been
endowed with no less than twenty names, derived
from five different languages—chosen with due
regard to mellifluous sy}lables, fortunate associa-
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tions with angeclic and saintly namesakes, and,
with the exception of the hallowed first name, all
having pleasing significations :—

LIchrew—Maria (Mary), Bitter-
ness.

Hebrew—Joss, One raised up.

Latin—DBeatrix, Making blessed.

Llebrew—Joanna (John), God's
gracious gift,

(ireek—Talalie (S) "(av?\tzlog),
Speaking sweetly.

Teutonie -— Leopoldina.  ( Leo-
pold, Leof pold), Beloved and
brare,

Tenutonic — Adelaide
hilda), Noble lady.

Ilchrew —Tsabel (Spanish form,
Elizabeth), sig. THorshipper of
JLrod.

Tewtonie — Carlotta
Strong, ralvant,
Ilehrew—Michaela  (Michael),

IWho s like God?

(-\del

(Karl),

Hebrew—Raphacla (Raphael),
Medicine (ot healing) of (God.

Hebrew—Ciabrigla(Gabriel ), the
strength of Glod.

Teutonic —Francisea  (Frank),
Free, indomitable,

Greek or Latin—Paula (de As-
sise e do), madha (), Rest, or
paulus, Little.

Latin—Inez, Spanish form of

Agnes. A Lamb.
Greek—Sophia, Hisdom. Arabie
—Safiveh, Chosen. o

Iebrew—Joaquina (5) (Jehoia-
chin) Strength of Jehocah.

Ilehrew—Theresa (5) (Tirzah),
Pleasant, beautiful.

Latin—Benedicta, Blessed.

Teutonic—Dernarda(Bernhard),
DBear's heart, significative of
Courage.

We shall find when we go more tully into
their history that it is scarcely possible t6 over-
state the immense 1mportance attached to names

by all the nations of antiquity.

Names were

as prophecies for good or evil.
Not only were these lucky and unlucky

names simply accepted as such—in some cases
independent of their respective significations and
nssoclations—but a strange superstition respect-
ing them was exalted into a science, known
by the Greeks as Omamtia, from dvopa, a
name. It claimed Enoch as its origingptor and
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Pythagoras as its supporter ; by it destinies were
foretold tron the numerical value of the letters
of a name. Thus it was shown that Patrocles, a
father's  glory, whose name-number amounted
only to 861, was, of neccessity, conquered. by
Hector, the value of his name being 1,225, while
he in his turn, in spite of' the signification of his
name (holding fast, as an an(,hor), was forced to
yicld to Achilles, the npmber of whose name
reached to 1,501. ,
Up to the present day astrological calcu-
lations are mnade by tht A'rabs, founded on the
numerical value of the letters which compose
the names of individuals. Amongst other dis-
coveries %upposod to be so®*mude, the very im-
portant question is decided before marriage as go
whether the hnsband and wife will agree, or, in
event of disputes, with whom the supreme au-
thority will rest. This singular enquiry, as de-
ceribed in Lane’s Notes to the ¢ Arabian Nichts,’
resolves itself into a simple sum of arithmetic :—
. ¢ Adding together the numerical values of his
or her name and that .of the mother, and, if [
remember right, subtracting from 12 the whole
suin, if this is less than 12, or what remains after
subtracting or dividing by 12. Thus is ob-
tained the number of the sign. The twelve
signs commencing with Aries correspond re-
spectively with the elements of fire, earth, air,
water—fire, earth, and so on.” *
* Volsi. p. 431,
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Should the numbers obtained indicate the
same sign, a similar agreement in the dispo-
sitions of the individuadls is inferred. The
terrible questron of supremacy in conflict de-
pends on whether a ruliye element is indicated
by the number of the man or theavoman. Should
the sign of the man be fire, and that of the
woman water, this last being the ruling element,
it 1s believed thgt in the household that dreary
state of affairs will cnsue where the master’s
¢ pipe 1s put out.” Should the signs be reversed,
the power will then Test with the husband of
making things equally uncomfortable by ¢ throw-
ing cold water’ on any pet plan of his wife’s.

In all countries, Ywhenever man or woman
anticipates in marringe not a blessed bond of
loving companionship and mutual dependence,
but a miserable scries of struggles for despotic
rule, it might be as well perhaps for such calcu-
lations to be made before it be too late.  When
the result is unsatisfactory, another sclection
may be made; or if the sentence of fate be
received as irrevocable, resignation may be
learned, and uscless conflicts be avoided.

Anagrams, or transpositions of the letters of
a name, also assumed the form of prophecy.
We shall find that some curious instances are
recorded in the history of days when this some-
what laborious amuscment was in vogue.

Amongst other extraordinary calculations con-
nected with names, we read of a singular kind
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of divination vesorted to by Theodotus, the
Gothic King of Italy, A.». 540. Trembling be-
hind the walls of Rome at the approaching
downfall of his power, this unworthy descendant
of a race of heroes, in his superstitious teyror,
submitted to an ignominious cxpedient for
enquirihg into futurity which was suggested to
him by a Jewish name-wizard. By his advice,
given no doubt in secret, mockery of the Gentile
combatants, thirty hogs were for a time shut up
together: ten were named by the Gothic King
after his own people, to ten others were given
Geeek names, and to the remaining ten were
assigned Roman names. The time of probation
cnded, of the first-named flmost all were found
to be dead; of the second, all were alive; of the
third half were dead and half much injured.
Strange to say, the ridiculous experiment was
typical of the actual result of the conflict of the
threesnations.

Let us turn to a nobler aspeet of the power of
names.

In days of chivalry—ay, farther back, before
the word chivalry was known—the name of a
hero was ever as a standard to which all men
flocked; and where its loved sound floated in the
air there was victory! Drawn by its potent
spell, as if inspired, men pressed forward to the
thickest of the fight, where like a trumpet-call
rang out on hjgh, above the clash of spears and
the hurtling of arrows, the NAMES of the lcaders
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they loved best—¢ A Talbot!’ ¢ A Percy!’ or
the joint names of king, country, and patron
salnt.
Upon this charge
Cry God for IHarry, England, and St. George.
Henry V.

Or hark to a war-cry more ancient’ fas in the
sSong of Deborah, and in the Prophet Hosea,
who bids cornet and trumpet sound and the
war-cry of the briive Benjamites be raised : ¢ After
thee, O Benjamin!” To.and fro the tide of battle
rolled, 1ts mighty thunder following in the wake
of the trinmphant shoutings of those names of
power.* .

And those who bepd a reverent ear still catch
the echocs of those priceless names haunting the
ficlds where their imperishable glory was won:
names ot power are t]wy not with us yct? Our
old heroic names—and they are many in our
lion-hearted race f—are with us still, and to_those
that bear them they are a heritage more pre-
cious than Jands or gold, because imperish-
able inalicnable pledges of honour none dare
gainsay.

Could a Sydney do a dishonourable act?
Could a Desmond be other than brave?

* Names as significant of power:—

¢ Qur battle is more full of names than yours.’
Shalispeare's Hewry IT.

i ¢, . . Our names
Familiar in their mouths as household words.
Henry V.
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But while some names have in them the ring
of trusty metal, the true steel of a gallant war-
rior’s sword, there are dthers that tinkle yet more
musically in the ears of some—ayy cven with the
sound of silver and gold.

Amongst our princely merchants there are
simple names ¢ good’ for the ransom of kings and
kingdoms.  Gountries on the verge of bank-
ruptey have been rescued by a word, when that
word was a ngme known far and wide as a trast-
worthy ¢ promise to pay.

But while I write the*words *prncely mer-
chants,’ do not my readers’ hearts swell like m#
own with fervent gratitude to him who, some
months past, iIn a few wortls of almost childish
simplicity, and with all a child’s exquisite purjty
of motive, hestowed on the poor of our metropolis
the munificent gift of 150,000 ?

Apicius of old devoted his enormous wealth to
the pampering of his body--that body which by
his own act was given, while yet in manhood’s
prime, to be food for worms. The names of such
men pass into by-words and jests, but the name
of Peabody, homely as its sound may be, will long
be as music in the ear of England’s poor. Wafted
to heaven on their prayers, it will be dear to the
hearts of us all, so long as those sweet words are
remembered—* Inasmuch as ye haye done it unto
one of the least of these, my bre&lren, ye have
done it unto me.’

. But we linger too long, perhaps, on the thres-
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hold of our express theme. None deny the
preciousness of honourable surnames; but they,
like talents, riches, and beauty of face, are not of
our own (,hoosmo, nor can they be chosen for us
by those to whomm we are dear. Our family
names are appointed for us. We cannot at will
be Sydneys, Talbots, Barings, or Rothsclrilds.*

Jut amongst (Jhl'lSt]‘rln names parents are free
to choose. Names of noblest significance are
open to all, suitable to all, princes and peers.
Of 1individual names already bestowed o1l us
there can scarcely be *one in which may not be
discovered some germ of thought, which, ,if
cherished, will surely be suggestive of some one
good word or work, ¢f some high aim, some enno-
bling influence.

lhu'dore is ‘a small voice now lovingly raised,
earnestly asking for Christian names some atten-
tion and reg: ud from their possessors. Remem-
bering to wlmt vast portion of* the human race
the subject appeals, is 1t not within probubility
that’ ecven so low a volce may win 1ts way to the
hearts of some? The whisperings of ¢ ’icciola,’

* These lines were written before the ridiculous fashion com-
menced of people exchanging their real names for others of better
sound, but to which they had not the slightest claim. We hope
the example of Norfolk Howard, alias Bug, has been too much
laughed at for it to gain many followers. When a new name is
assumed, surely one may be selected out of family connections, or,
better still, the Christian name of father or mother be adapted to &
surname, With a little ingenuity a new form may be given to one
of these names, and the original composition thus afford a pleasant
feeling of ownership in the new name assumed.
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the prison flower, were listened to by one who
had been deaf to the teachings of wise men.

This individual right of ours, small and insig-
nificant as 1t may at the first glange appear to be,
should, if only in one respect, descrve some
notice—it is inalicnable. May we not venture to
say that it'is the only inalienable individual pro-
perty that men, women, and children throughout
wide Christendom do possess ¢ All other proper-
tics may take to themsclves wings and fly away.
Witat carthly treasure is there beyond the power
of mishap? Our fair ancestral homes, our bags of
gold, our possessions of every kind-—intellectuyl
superiority, beauty of form, strength, and skill —
not one of all these isinalienable.  Nay, if a long
life be granted to us, the infirmities of age must
deprive us of all personal gifts: The clearest
intellect must be obscured, the brightest cyes
grow dim—the most skilful hands, the most
powerful frame, be paralysed before the numbing
influence of approaching death.

How closely do men resemble the time-picees,
the making of which is one of the chief triumphs
of their hartdiwork !

Beneath the gathering dust of successive years
and the moisture of the atmosphere, which is ag
tears, the brilliancy of the fair dial-plate is effaced,
while within the once busy wheels begin to lag
as the gathering rust grows over them, and the
life-like springs lose their elasticity—more and
more languidly the hands revolve—fainter and
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fainter sounds the ticking of the old clock, till at
last it stops—and the warning voice of Time
passing away, too little heeded perhaps by those
that heard, is heard no more!

Darlings of fortune we may be, but we may
lose all on which we are priding ourselwes; but
onc thing we cannot lose—our little-regarded
Christian names. Bestowed on us in our sin-
less infancy, they will still be ours, unchanged
through all the changing scenes, of life—ay!
passing with us into the very portals of the
ograve. That first andindividual name of ours,
to which for good or evil we shall have responded
huudreds of thousands of times—the letters of
which we shall so often have traced for purposes
of evil or of good—that Christian name, alas!
how often descérated in our daily, hourly use of
it!—that namne, a witness for us or against us, will
be engraved on the door-plate of our last earthly
tenement, whether our coffin be of lordly ouk or
pauper deal.

Companions with us through the varied scenes
of our whole lives, our Christian names become
an actual part of ourselves. At the sound of
that name, breathed tenderly by a mother’s lips,
we as babes stretch forth our dimpled arms all
cager with delight. It is heard by the maiden
with crimsoned cheek and beating heart when it
is for the first time whispered by the voice she
loves best; and it is thenceforth the only name
she cares to keep. Father, mother, brother,

C
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sister, friend: it is by them we are ealled by our
Christian name, and, uttered by the lips of our
dearest ones, to it is given a peculiar music of its
own.

Ours inseparably! In absence or in death, at
the familiar sound of our names, a familiar form
starts ap before the memories of all to whom we
arc known, clothed in the individuality of our
words and deeds.  Shall that undying form, thus
inscparably cqnnected with our names, be lovely
or the reverse?

Names arce significant “of many graces. TLet
ug answer to our names—so shall the answering
remembrance of ourselves be clothed with its fair
characteristic graces.

Can we think lightly of those names which
will be ours to all eternity? Do *we not hope to
hear them breathed by white-robed angels—dear
ones who have gone before, but who tarry yet at
the golden gates: tarry for us, that theirs may
be our first glad welcome to our true home ?

Alas! how utterly must all recollection of the
first and holicst meaning of all Christian numes
have faded® from human hearts when, by those
very names, men and women are summoned to
the commission of crime, and pledges of baptismal
vows are signed to contracts for devils’ work.

From this inalienableness (if we may resume
the use of an old word)—this continual com-
panionship of our individual names—can we not
derive some benefit? The power of habit is
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confessed by all. In the thoughts we think
habitually is to be found thce key-note of our
lives. The little words we say, the little things
we do cach moment of the day—ure they not as
the Jliving atoms which build up imperishable
coral rocks? Do they not build up the actual
representation of our individual selves as beheld
by our tellow-men?

This is especially a utilitarian age.  Amongst
the many marvels of the day there ave few
greater than the ingenuity with which every-
thing is turned to accotint. .Itefuse and rubbish
ave now, as to their original meaning, obsolete
words.  fmpossible is a word long since ignored
by great minds; and, by the appliances of modern
science, the word wuseless has been consigned to
the same fate, -~

On certain days of the weck go through the
poorest streets of our towns and villages: before
the meanest hovels you will find a woman or
a child who pass slowly on their way, trailing
along huge bags, and their shrill cry is, “Any
sweepings ?’

If in our material economy we haVé learned
the great lesson, ¢ Let nothing be lost,” how much
more should we strive to enlist all and every
spiritual influence surrounding us in the service
of the ¢Good Master’ from whose teaching that
lesson came! A sound which is heard and
answered by us a million times perhaps in our
lives—a sound endeared to us by hallowed in-

c2
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fluences, tender recollections, and innumerable
pleasant associations—oh, who will say that it is
incapable of being mhde suggestive of richest
melody ? A whispered syllabler has ere now
unsealed hidden well-springs in human hearts.
Children’s natures especially, quick and impulsive,
arc awake to inmumerable influences apparently
slicht.  Declicately constituted scales are the
hearts of our little ones—a feather’s weight will
sometimes turn the balance the right way or
the wrong. Lect us care, then, for the feather-
welghts.

. Children generally think a great deal of thet

Christian names. They have few personal posses-
sions: their individual names are amongst these
few, and they are proportionably interested in
them.

Try the cxperiment, dear reader! Go to a
national school, say of girls—in a more cducated
class the effect would be still greater.  Ask a
child her Christian name. In the south of ling-
land ‘there are many Ellens.  Tell her that her
pretty old Saxon name has a pretty meaning,
fruatful, and that some of our sweetest fruits are
brought forth by small plants. Beaming faces
will quickly show you all the Lllens in the room.
When months have gone by, if you return, you
will find that in many a little heart the tiny
incidental lesson has not been forgotten.

But are there not many, both old and young,
who may be won by the charm of a subject which
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combines all the graces of poetry with absolute
practical utility?  How suggestive, how cloquent
is a significant name! It is as an enchanter’s
wand, summohing before us visions of beauty
without end—it 1s as a solemn voice, teaching us
lessons for time and for cternity.

All names are significant. If they are not so
to us, it 13 because we do not understand the
language in which they speak. Amongst the
nations of antiquity to whom, as claldren to ther
parents, we are indebted for our names, every
name expressed an idea”  Jchovah Himself, as
the first name-giver, bestowing on the first man
a name, gave to him one of deeper significance
than perhaps we have heen accustomed to remark.
To the lord of measureless domains—to the abso-
Jute master of the whole animal world—to the
possessor of all the infinity of treasures m the
vegetable and mineral kingdoms—to him who,
crowned with every blessing heart could desive,
had his home m lLiden’s guvden of delight—to
him God gave a name which should remind him
that in himselt he was nothing: called into being
by the hand of Ommipotence—a child of dust!
Adamah, earth, the red earth of which they were
made, was the nume given by their Creator to
man and woman on the day on which they were
created.

How different from the lofty names expressive
of celestial origin which in after times the tol-
lowers of fulse gods manufactured for themselves!
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Ra-meses, Begotten of the sun; A-mosis, Begotien
of the moon.

But this subject, with an infinity of other
subjects embraced by our theme, ‘will more fully
unfold itselt in succeeding chapters.  We-will
now, 1r reference to the dominant idea of the
first chapter, glance hastily back to discover the
motive W’hl(]l usually determined the choice of
names. At different times and amongst dif-
ferent nations different motives prev ulod Dbut,
more than any other, a fecling after ‘ruturlty will
be traced. Hope was the name-giver which the
young world most approved. Lre a child had
been born to him, Adam called his wife Eve
(Heb. Chavah, signifying fLife): for she was fo be
‘ the mother of all living.’

Sometimes, indeed, an ovupowcrmw present
swallowed up the remembrance of the future.
In the same fanily strong contrasts will be found :
brothers’ and sisters’ names telling of successive
sunshine or shadow passing over the home at the
moment of their respective births.

Who does not remember the touching dif-
ference between the names of poor Rachcl’s first
and last child? Joseph, ‘Ilc shall add’—the
joyous onlooking of the mother to the glad troop
of sons that should come; and then the babe
named in her dying gasp Benoni, ¢ Son of my
sorrow’'—that passionate desire, ¢ Give me chil-
dren, or I die, fulfilled in death.

Amidst countless examples of names sugges-
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tive of parents’ ambitious views, we find amongst
Hebrew names one touchingly expressive of pure
fatherly love. It 1s a picture some centuries
old, but its colours are bright as if painted but
yesterday.  Despite the universal preference
for male offspring, we scc a father delrghtedly
stretching out his arms to welcome his little
daughter, hailing her by the name of Abigail.
“ A father’s joy!” Inthe original the name is yet
more expressive: the word ¢ giyl,’ affixed to abi,
futher, signifying to dahce, to “leap with exul-
tation.’

This name affords a striking instance of how
strangely, in the lapse of time, the origin and true
meaning of words soihetimes pass out of remem-
brance. ‘An abigail’ has with us grown to be
almost synonyﬁlous with a maid-servant, and 1
this wrong but very general acceptation the real
and lovely meaning of the name 18 Jost.

This undesirable impression is doubtless ¢o be
traced to the reiterated use of the epithet ¢ hand-
maid,’ as applied to herself by the Abigail of Scrip-
ture, who went even beyond, it would seem, the
hyperbolical language of the East in professing
herselt, at the moment of receiving David’s pro-
posal to make her his wife, willing to be the
‘servant of his servants.’

Strange destinies of names as of all carthly
things! Lucifer, the ¢Light-bearer, shares the
misconception of Abigail, *‘the father's joy.’
Milton, carrying out Isaiah’s syggestion of fallen
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greatness in ¢ Lucifer, son of the morning,” has
stamped the name as significant of pride. Fallen
indeed! The herald of day—the morning-star—
Lucifer, the light-bearer, is indcbted for the
restoration of the true meaning of his name to
his tiny* namesake in a match-box, the valuc of
which is scarcely to be computed, being so small
a fraction of a penny.

Amongst Innumerable ancignt names given
prospective of future destiny we read of Seth,
or Sheth, ¢appointed,’ of ¢put in the place of '—
Abel (whose name; alas! was prophetic too),
a. ¢ breath,) a ‘vapour:’ his young life which
was soon to pass away; or ¢ vanity,” thatis, of all
carthly hopes. Noah betokened ‘rest,” ¢ conso-
lation;” and Solomon, ¢ peace.”  In all nations,
Lhowever remote and unconnccted with each other,
we trace this natural desire of parents to attach
to their offspring names of good import.

Wdiy should we lose sight of this loving custom
of old? As Christian names can be dnosen, why
should we not choose them with reference to the
future good we desire for our darlings? Why
should we not be influenced by the meaning, not
only, as now (with but few exceptions), by the
sound of names? Both for men and women there
are a goodly list of right honourable names from
which to choose, and rarely are any of them
unmusical.

Good names being chosen for our children, let
us, when they are. old enough to understand, tell
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them of their meaning, so that to individual
names not only sounds but ideas may be at-
tached. A child’s early developed notions of
individual property will secure the pretty lesson
fronr being forgotten; and who shall say how the
remembrance of it may be blessed in aftet ycars?
Ah! who shall say that at the very moment of
some meditated crime the old familiar sound, the
old familiar look,of his or her Christian namec,
may-not bring back the recollection of the sweet
lesson taught in connection with it in the sinless
days of infancy? The mother’s gentle voice, the
tither’s kindly tone sounding, as it were, in thaor
ears—the Lustace, about to yield to temptation,
may ‘stand firm’—and Katharine, ¢ the spotless
and pure,’ be startled from the first step towards
shame.

It the wise Greek and bold Roman of other
days, and all the most accomplished nations of
antiquity, were so moved by the power of 1rmes
that enterprises of the highest nnportance were
undertaken or abandoned according to the sug-
gestive significance of names, or the good or
¢vil influence they were supposed to possess,
shall this hope, which in all earnestness I suggest,
be looked upon as an idle dream ? If heathen
names were so mighty, shall Christian names be
powerless? With their old significance restored
to them—clothed with ideas made instinct with
spiritual life—in continual companionship with us,
with all their countless influences of rcal redcem-
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ing power wafted to heaven as they are on the
winged prayers of those that love us, day by day
and hour by hour since first we were by them
enlisted as soldiers of Christ—may they not
become mightier far? * i

Sce now that sturdy little fellow, whose crisp
curly locks are of a golden brown—his sapphire
eyes dancing in light—his resolute little mouth,
with lips of cherry red, tell of ¢he full vigour of
health and strength and lmpplness He s a
noble boy; but the l()VL ()f power is already de-
veloping itself i him. "As yet his tiny despotism
aruses, and cven perhaps secretly delights, both
his mother and nurse. T lloy arc proud of his

* Giod forbid that I <hould he supposed to feel or to advocate a
superstitious belief in any real and absolute power existing in
names. 1 write to Christians, humbly professing myself to be
such also; and so I believe that, excepting ¢ the name of Jesus
(Christ of Nazareth,’ as significative of and belonging to the person
of the ever-blessed Son of God, ¢there is no other name under
Lheavemns given among men whereby we must be caved’—no other
name by which, in its own power, any one thing can be accom-
plisheds  But who will say that with names, as identified both
with persons and with ideas, there have not always heen, and there
may not always be, influence? And where influence is. there is
always a greatex or a less degree of power. The power of intluence
may be for an hour—it may be for ever.

When I plead for consideratien of the influential power of names,
I do it as one who longs after, and deeply feels her own need of) a
continual remunder of the straight path she fain would keep—of the
glad prize it is her heart’s desire to obtain. Such a reminder, it
scems to me, may with Gtod’s blessing be found in almost every
Christian name. As I have elsewhere said, the ¢ fruits of the Spi-
rit’ grow in clusters—the name of one of them may bring the others
to mind. Oh, why think lightly of any, even the smallest way-
mark, when the path is hard to keep—when our goal is the heavenly
 city ? i i
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“spirit.”  With looks that contradict their words,
they affect to regret their inability to manage
him. ¢He is such aboy!” ¢ Naughty Willie!” or
‘ Master Williatn will have his own way !” When
the handsome young ruler of the nursery has all
his wishes fulfilled, ¢all goes merry as a rharriage
bell;” but let little Mary or Maude dispute his
commands, or even baby Frank retain the toy
which he desires to have—there 1s thunder in the
air, and the stormy atmosphere makes itself felt
throughout the whole houschold.

But the boy has a loving heart. Not yet can
that beautiful child’s breast be overgrown with
the poisonous tungus Sclf-love, by which all that
1s lovely and noble in human nature is in time
surcly destroyed. In that little heart-garden the
flowers of natural affection still bloom, thouch
surrounded by noxious weeds, whicl if not rooted
up will choke cvery blossom soon; and then
the nursery tyrant will progress into the bully at
school and the torment of home. When come
to man’s estate, if he marries, God help his
unfortunate wife, his children, and all his de-
pendents!

By those who love children devotedly—with a
fond and earnest and anxious desire for their
present, future, and eternal weal—no suggestion
that may possibly help the great work will be
despised. Once more, then, may the remembrance
of my new talisman be whispered to you!

All who love children know, that there is no
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charm more potent over their fresh eager young
hearts than a story well told. Put, then, your
lesson to that handsome but imperious little
fellow in the form of a story. 'T'ell him of some
knight of old—DBayard of France, *sans peur ct
sans reproche,’ fearless and faultless—or of our
own Sir Philip Sidney. In the lives of those
glorious men, and in countless examples besides,
down to the gentle Raglan of our own day,
show him how the bravest have ever the kindest
hearts, for never was steadfust unfuiling courage,
mental as well as ‘buzlil;f, found in a tyrant’s
breast.  Describe then the armour of a knight:
the shicld, the sword, and the lelmet above all,
where his ladye-love’s token was carried, and his
distinguishing crest and plume were borne. Tell
him of all things it was necessary that the helmet
should be trustworthy, for its office was not to
offend, but to defend. It guarded the head.
Shorn of his helmet, the strongest knight was at
the mercy of his foc.

Now tell your boy the lovely meaning of his
name, that he by God’s help may answer to it.

Derived from the language of the old Teutonic

ace, Wil-helin, the helmet of many, significs one

who protects and defends many.  Willi or Vili is
still preserved in the German ‘viel, many; so
too is ‘helm,” with the identical meaning of old
(which grew out of the word * hilma’), to cover.
In the Icelandic ¢ hialmr’ 1s helmet; in the Saxon
“helan ’ signified to cover, to protect; I our own
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language, derived from those above mentioned,
familiar to all is the ‘plumed Aelm’ of Shaks-
peare and all our poets.

Scarcely less beautiful is the other meaning of
this doubly significant name, the Saxon ¢ helma’
sionifying the Lelm or upper part of the.rudder,
which is grasped by the steersman who guides
the ship.

Is not our common name of William, then,
name to live up to? A helmet_ of defence,
protector; or a helmsman, a guide to many! *

To those who care for .the significance of
naumes there is a delight in reading the ¢ Life of
Wdliom Pitt,) at the appropriateness of the
name to ‘ the pilot who weathered the storm.’

Amongst our simplest names there are many
others full of bright meanings to be carried out
in like manner.

Remind your idle little George that, as a
husbandman, it he sows not neither shall he
reap. let Jﬂsther, the star, and Winifred,
winier or lover of peace, learn and love the
hidden beauty of their exquisite names.

Still in the unchanging Kast mdthers hang
talismans round their children’s necks—a gem,
a stone, a string of seeds, a written paper—
they are charms to protect them from harm.

Dear Lnglish mothers, will you not try my
little talismans ? Necklaces and gems may be
lost or stolen, but the individual names of your
darlings can necither be lost nor stolen away.

ma
F

l

-
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Ah! would that cach and all of us might
associate with our every word and deed recol-
lections of the lovely meanings of those Chris-
tian names which are hourly sounding in our
cars, and which rightly belong to us only as we
are in truth the adopted children of God! Why
should we not marry mottoes to our indivi-
dual names as noble houses have united themn
to their family names—both by such unions
being rendered more illustrious ?

‘3&y that no eye butethat of our F ather in
heaven beholds our hidden banner ¢ with strange
device!’ shall the time not come when in the
story of our lives it may be read in characters of
light by men and angels? .

In the battle of life let all choose for them-
selves such ‘ mots de guerre.’

A few only are suggested here, to redeem my
especial promise to those bearing certain names.
Teutotic —Albert, altoyether bright., ¢ Walk as children of light’

(Eph. v. 8). *

Anglo-Sarvon—Xdward, keeper of happiness. .Finem respice.’!

Look to the end.¥

Greek— Alexander, @ brave defender or helper of men. ‘In trying
strength cdmes.’

* Tt is hoped no apology is necessary for illustrating some of the
names with verses from ‘the Book.” Is it not strange that the
most worldly men see no objection in classical authors alluding to
their gods, yet many think it bad taste for any scriptural allusion
to be found in works not solely of a religious character P

+ The Latin originals are given, because they are more terse
than any English translation can be.

! Motto of the Irish Earl of Darnley.
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Teutonic=Qodfrey, God's peace. ¢ Corde fixum.’? Steadfast heart,

Anglo-Savon—Ydmund, Lappiness and peace. ¢ Bear and Forbear.”3

French—Guy (8), standard-bearer (from Guidon). ¢ Excelsior.”
Carry great ensigns, and your lives shall he great.

Hebrew—Anue, gracious, ‘A gracious woman retaineth honour’
(e sl i

Hebrew—Ylisabeth, @ worshipper of God, literally, ¢ God is hgr
seven,’ or her ¢oath,” ¢ Worship Him in spirit and in truth’
(John iv. 24).

(ireck—Dorothy, God's gift. ¢ Every perfect gift is from above’
(James 1, 17).

Latin—Beatrice, making blessed, a joy-gqiver. ¢ Essayez.'t Try.

(ireck —Emily (8), winsoge (from aipvdia). ¢ Willows are weak, hut
they bind strong woods’ (Herbert). I

Anglo-Sacon—Ldith, blessed or pgrfect happiness. ¢ Deo, non éor-
tuna.” ® From God, not fortune.

Dear reader, have I not kept my word ?

2 Motto of the family of Godfrey of Hurst.
3 Motto of the Irifh Baron Langfoxd.

¢ Motto of the Iinglich Baron Dundas,
5 Motto of the Lnglish Karl Digby.
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CHAPTER II

National names more characteristic than their proverhs —
Antiquity of many names in common use amongst ourselves
— .\ great vitality in names — Religigus rites attendant on
name-giving in various nations-—Story from the ¢ Lax-

lacla Saga’— Roman soldiers’ names engraved on their
shiclds.

i a8

AVING now, I trust, won to my side some

willing companions, I would fain show them

as rapidly as may be how widc a field of interest
the history of names embraces.

A mname falls on our ear. It is not a mecre
sound: hesides its peculiar message to him or
her to whom it belongs, every name has its story,
and.some are of exceceding interest. .\ history
of names is as a world of voices. Not only hu-
man” beings, but bright stars overhead and tiny
flowers at our feet, all bearing names, would
cach haverits tale to tcll, but that the volume
then might grow too heavy in your hands.
We will but glance at such things. Do you love
romances? In how many names thrilling and
real romances arc contained! Do you care for
history? How many a revelation of the past is
unfolded in names! Strange legends, too, over
which we have wondered and doubted—the sig-
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nification of a mname reveals all their hidden
mystery.

The proverbs of nations have, in all times,
been considerefl of exceeding interest, but a far
more certain key to national characteristies will
be found in the names which were invehted by
nations, and which became naturalised amongst
them.

Significant as they are for the most part of
gifts.and graces, the names of nations tell us, at a
aglance, what gifts and graces they most prized.

When once we aceept them, as in truth they
afe, as expressions ot abstract qualities or per-
sonal characteristics, arc not the mames of a
people an absolute record of their fecelings and
tastes—a moral census, as it were—the more
trustworthy because each household turnished
its information unconsciously ? It was no written
chronicle, by order,’ of preferences for this
virtue or for that; names of children in fantilies
were freely chosen, and with no thought that in
after-times a preponderance of certain names, or
a deficiency of others, would be as an engraved
portrait of themselves—here a succession of small
strokes thickly coming together, and there a
few lines faint and far apart—is it not thus that
the true representation of a face is giveu by the
engraver ?

The castle of Sidon stands on a ¢ 7¢l,’* a large

* May one venture to connect with a play on this Arabic word
‘Tel,’ or ¢Tell’ a keap, a home lesson® too? How the lijtle

D
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proportion of which consists of bits of broken
purpura, small in themselves, but their collected
numbers formed great heaps which, to this day,
recall the chief pursuit of this aucient city—the
manufacture of purple dye.

The smell of. the morning and evening sacri-
fice comes to us in the names of the Jewish
people.  Chosen out of all the nations of the
earth to he the keepers of thg sacred oracles—
the revelations of the Most High God’s purposes
towards mankind—we find in Ilebrew names,
and in the kindred Arabian, constant repetitions
of the Holy Name.

The clash of swords and the whirring of spears
arc heard in the names of the warlike Teuton
and dauntless Gael.

In the delicate word-painting of Gireck names
arc revealed the wsthetic tastes of the most
accomplished people of all times; while in the
short, descriptive IRoman names, for the most
part simply suggested by personal peculiarities,
we behold the practical nature of those who
cared more for the achicvements of material
power than for the sublimer triumphs of the in-
tellect.

There is a strange vitality in names. Nations
pass away, their language becomes dead, but as

unthought-of acts, continually adding up day after day, do in our
lives become a great tell !—telling for or against us, n witness—
such as we read these heaps are considered in all lands—of some
act performed, some ergagement entered into at that spot!
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in our home-ficlds now and again we stumble
against some fossil which suddenly carries us
back to some far-distant period of time, so with
the sweet, famniliar names which are hourly
sounding in our ears, if we do but track them to
their original birthplace, the skeletons of dead
nations will rise up and live before our eyes.
Ilark ! At that cottage door an English la-
bourer is calling fo his rosy-checked daughter,
‘ isther! Iisther!”  The name has come to us
through our bibles, whete the English poor love
best to find names for their children; but we
must go farther back than to the tents of Isracl
to catch the first echoes of that pretty name.
For twenty-two cénturies, flocks and herds
had roved over ficlds on the banks of the Thigris,
where grassy mounds were scen, to some of
which the Moslem had given the name of ¢ Tombs’
—to one of thein the name of Nebbi Yunus, ¢ the
Tomb of Jonah, signifying the Dove. These geen
mounds encireling the city of Mosul, were mgleed
the upheavings 01‘ a mighty grave, in which lay
buried the ¢ exceeding great city’ Nineveh, called
after its builder Nmm signifying Beauti ful. In
singular connection with the name of the lcbrew
prophet who foretold the city’s destruction, was
the name of its beautiful, far-famed queen, Semi-
ramis, which in Syriac also signifies a Dove.
Wemust with Layard build up again those walls
of sculptured alabaster, those gorgeously painted
ceilings, and with eagle-headed human figures
D 2
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and winged bulls of gigantic size on either side,
we shally in one of Assyria’s magnificent palaces,
be where the name of Esther was first heard in
its original formation, Sitareh, the Star. It was
no doubt bestowed on some lustrous-eyed As-
syrian princess privileged by her birth to claim
relationship with the heavenly bodices.

Adopted by the Persians, the name of Sitarch

(in the llebrew Ester) was given by Artaxerxes
(Ahasuerus)< to his beautiful Jewish captive,
instead of her original name Hadassah, signifying
a Myrtle. '
* Of some names, significations and derivations
can only be suggested, but of by far the greater
number they may be coﬁﬁdently affirmed, al-
though they may have been deciphered with
difficnlty, owing to the extraordinary variations
of spelling through successive generations. Those
only who have gone into the subject of Christian
nanics or surnames, or are lovers of gencalogicai
or heraldic researches, can imagine how numerous
are such variations.

Without going farther than our own English
tongue for examples, we find Dr. Chandler
speaking of seventeen modes of spelling Wayn-
flete; while, according to Dugdale, Mainwaring
has been spelled in one hundred and thirty dif-
ferent ways.

But, even as the antiquarian can determine the
history of the battered coin from what seems to
uninitiated eyes @ serics of confused and random
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strokes, so the patient name-hunter makes his
pleasant discoveries, guided by way-marks of
various kinds, trusty, though sometimes so slight
as to be overlooked by the casual observer.

The immense importance attached to names by
the great nations of antiquity can scarcely, as we
shall see, be overstated.

In the meditations of the philosopher, in the
song of the poet, .in the laws of senates, we find
the absolute and intrinsic value of names directly
or indirectly proved.

It is in Socrates’ motithrthat Plato has placed
the words that ¢ the giving of names is no smajl
matter, nor should it be left to chance or to
persons of mean abilties.” It is the prince of
poets, ITomer, who has.embalmed the memories
of the beautiful and the brave in names of such
exquisite significance that they have passed
into cpithets. It was a law of Athens that
forbade the names of the youths Harmodius eand
Aristogeiton ever being given to slaves.

Dying as they did in the endeavour to rescue
their country from a tyrant’s grasp, their country-
men proclaimed them martyrs, and, it thus en-
nobling their names, crowned them with undying
homage ; for of such homage no after ingratitude
can deprive great men. Name and fame is a
union which 1s indissoluble.

Triumphal arches, statues, and purses of gold
decreed by grateful lands to those who have
done good service—all these K may perish and
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pass away; nay, the tear-blotted pages of his-
tory tcll of outrage sometimes succeeding to
applausc; but the name which the statesman,
the warrior, the poet, or the sage have themselves
rendered illustrious is out of the reach af the
corroding touch of envy.or caprice; it is lifted
into a purer air, and placed by Omnipotence
beyond the power of Time itself to destroy.

The first of Rome's victorious sons distin-
guished by a,name of honour lived to recognise
in'it an unchanging joy, the only one of which
Iis enemies could not déprive him. The early
services of Caius Marius were forgotten by lhis
ungrateful country, but Rome herselt’ could not
rob her banished gencral of the name conferred
on him by acclamation when, flushed with
triumph, he was received by her as the Victor
of Corioli; and still as Coriolanus the dead hero
is known to successive generations.  His name
of Lonour has outlived the basc calumnies by
which he was hounded to death.

Themistocles, Leonidas, Curtius, Regulus, and
Arria, brave wife! ‘'your bones have long since
mingled with the common dust; yet still, in lands
which were barbarian. when you lived your im-
mortal lives and died your glorious deaths, let
but your names be breathed even in the sobering
precincts of a school-room, and the red colour
springs to the cheeks and the sparkling light to
the eyes of all true-hearted boys and girls.

A sacredness in names has been almost univer-
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sally acknowledged, even when in forcign tongues
their signification was not understood.

Pscllus, the counsellor of successive Greek
cmperors n the eleventh century, was warned
by Chaldaic oracles that misfortune followed on
all attempts to change the names of the stranger.
Pagan pricsts in their religious ceremonies fre-
quently invoked strange names of which they
knew not the meaning, using them as acceptable
sounds in the ears of the gods of the nations from
whom they had been learned.

History affords us striking instances where the
conqueror’s strong arm laying fenced cities evgn
with the ground, and blotting out whole peoples
from the book of nations, had yet failed per-
manently to impose on particular spots names
different from those given by their original pos-
SCSSOTS.

That city of many sieges from the time of the
Crusaders to our own day, termed by Nappleon
the Key of DPalestine, impatiently bore under
Greck and Roman rulers the name of Ptolémais.
With many another Syrian town, it has long since
resumed its old nane; such original flames being
for the most part founded on local definitions.
Accho, signifying ‘heated, sandy, * exactly de-
scribes the tract on which this city of romantic
interest is built. I

The history of nations will show us that, with

* Stanley’s Sinai and Palestine,.
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scarcely an exception, men have always considered
the giving of a namne to their oftspring as an in-
portant act, worthy to be consecrated by religious
rites.

Nor can we wonder that such feelings should
he instinetive, and therefore to be found amongst
the most untaught children of nature, when we
read 1 the Holy Scriptures that the Great
(‘reator of all men preceded His giving a name to
our first parents by giving to them 1lis ¢ bless-
ing.’*

To Adam, as to God's vicegerent upon earth,
was assigned the honour of numing all the then
created beines, It was the first act which God
called on hiin to perform,~and therefore it has
been rightly said, ¢Of all arts that which was
first practised was the art of giving names.’§
To name being to define, wisdom to do so
rigchtly was, we may be sure, inspired by God
Himgelf.

In the after history of God’s chosen people we
trace' the value attached to names, m that the
Most High honoured His scrvants by giving or
altering their names according to their express
signification ; with some, as with our Lord
Jesus, the name being appointed prophetically
before the Holy Infant’s birth.

St. Jerome discoveretd in the Scriptures ten
names by which the Almighty was Iimself dis-

* (Genesis v, 2.
t Léon Scott, ‘Art de Nommer,’
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tinguished. One of these names, written in four
letters, was incommunicable. It was not to he
pronounced except in the holy precincts of the
Temple.  Once in seven years the Jews of old
time, repeated it with great solemnity to their
children, but after the death of the aged Simeon,
it was never more uttered, not even in the sanc-
tuary.  Familiar to all must be that solemm scene
when out of the burning bush went forth the
Almighty’s voice.  Moses, the chosen ambassador
charged with a message to the children of Isfacl
from ¢ the God of theirfathers,” besought to know
the name of ITim that sent.  And God said ungo
Moses, ¢ I am that I am.’

Combinations and {ranspositions of the sacred
name mad sacred attributes constitute a remark-
able tfeature m llebrew names; more than a
thousand are said to have been compounded from
the titles of Jehoval.

A beautiful example of this ready adaptation
was given by Moseg, when with prophetic wisdom
he distinguished the bravest of his warriors by
changing his name Hoshea, signifying //elp, or
salvation, into Joshua, signifying Gol’'s Lelp or
salvation, or more properly Jehovak’s Help.*

A wisdom surpassing man’s bestowed on
zcalous, impulsive, but too often faint-hearted
Simon, the name of Peter, signifying a Roci.
Ilow gloriously in trials and in death did the

* The various e®atractions of the sacred name will be given in
a sybsequent chapter.
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unshaken fortitude of the faithful disciple fulfil
the divinely-appointed name!

The Church of Christ in all lands* sanctifics
the giving of names by uniting with it the holy
rite of baptism. In our own day touching in-
stances arc known of heathen converts asking that
the name of their missionary teacher should be
the one bestowed on them in baptism, as a con-
tmual remembrance that through him they had
been called to a new life.

Yamiliar to all Christian readers, as recorded in
Scripture, is the Jewish rite of circumcision, by
which on the cighth day all male descendants of
the Father of the IFaithful were admitted to the
privileges of God’s chosen people.  Modern Jews
require ten witnesses to this solemn act; the name
being given to the infant between the first and
second benediction. With girls, the bestowing a
name with prayers and blessing does not take
place till the infant is six wecks old. The cradle,
adorned with more or less mgenificence, accord-
ing to the wealth of the parents, is upheld by
young maidens, one of whom performs the cor-
responding office of a godmother with us.
Amongst German Jews a cup of wine is lifted in
the air at the moment of pronouncing the girl’s
name.

Jews in England generally attach a IHecbrew
name to each child in addition to that by which

* It is said that Quakers and Baptists are the only exceptions

to this rule. e
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they are commonly known; the derivation of
this last being immaterial. A singular custom
prevails amongst this people of changing a child’s
name in cases of extreme illness. When all
remedies have failed, as a last expedient they
resort to thas,

In giving a new name to the child they would
scem to discover a hope of renewing its being; or
this practice may have arisen fromn a fear that
misfortune attached to the former name.  As it
not unfrequently Lhappehs, fromn the well-known
tenacity of life in early yduth, that their darlings
ave restored to them as if from the very jaws.of
death, such recoveries are, of course, attributed
to the fortunate chalge of name. In Livonia it
1s a common custom to change an infant’s nane
it at six wecks old it is at all sickly.

Another peculiar Jewish custom connected
with the individual name is the name-verse. A
verse in the Psalms being discovered thes first
and last letter of which correspond with the
initial and final letter of the name, it is carcfully
written out, cominitted to memory, and repeated
every night at the conclusion of prayer. Those
versed in Cabalistic mysteries assert that after
dcath an angel descends to demand from the dead
its name. A good Jew or Jewess will remember
and repeat the sacred verse, upon which they
will be left in peace; but all memory of the
holy words will have passed from the minds of
those whose lives have been evil, and they will
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accordingly be tormented by the avenging angel.
With the ancient Greeks, the act of naming thel v
children, called Onomasteria, was kept as a high
{estival. The seventh day from the infant’s birth
was sclected, fromn the mysterious value whigh m
all times-and in all places has® been attached to
that number. Sacrifices were offered up to their
gods, and a banquet given to all the relations and
friends of the family. These festivals were also
called Amphidromia, from the principal ceremony
performed : the nurses and women attending on
the mother ran round the fire, onc of them
carrying the child in her arms. Dy this act the
newly-born  babe was supposed to be placed
under the protection of the houschold gods, to
whom the pagan’s hearth was always conse-
crated. During the ceremonies of the naming
day, an olive garland or a flecce of wool was sus-
pended from the door. Both were significant:
the olive, symbolical of agricultural labour,
denoted t@at the child was a boy; while a girl
was typified by the fleece of wool, expressive of the
womanly arts of spinning and making raiment.
The names of the paternal cl-]ld. maternal
grandfathers were usually bestowed respectively
on the first and second son; those too of illus-
trious ancestors were given, and sometimes the
important matter was decided by chance, or, as
they would have expressed it, by the Fates.
Different names were attached to a certain
number of wax tapers, and the name was chosen



PAGAN CUSTOMS. 45

from the taper which burned the longest, suppos-
ing that it would insure the longest life..

Amongst other relics of paganism, this super-
stition lingered long amongst the early Christians.
In vain was it denounced by St. Chrysostom, the
golden-mouthed (significant of cloquence, for still
in the thirteenth century we find that the Greek
Iimperor Andronicus (aleologus) publicly em-
ployed this methpd of determining the name of
his daughter. The names of the tavelve Apostles
were those seleeted, and chance decided for the
princess the name of Shnonides, from Simon,
Sienifying in Hebrew obedient.

In Greece and Rome the original custom had
been to name an infant at the moment of its
birth; when laid at its father’s feet, the act of
his litting the habe from the around was looked
upon as an acknowledgment of the child, and
an engagement to perform a parent’s part in
bringing it up according to its station in
life.  From the Latin word ¢ tollere,” to raise or
lift up, was derived the name of Tullius. The
original Tullus was, we may suppose, a particu-
larly fine baby, and by this significant name the
father expressed his pecultar satisfaction in lifting
ham up.

The Romans afterwards kept the festival of
Nominalia, on the ninth day for a boy, and on
the eighth for a girl. They adopted the Grecian
ceremony of Amphidromia. In the Latin name
Arabella, signifying Fair Altar, we may find a
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reminiscence of this custom. This name is also
noticeable as amongst the few originally feminine
names which we have derived from the Latin, by
far the greatest number being only feminised
forms of names originally designed for men.

Mighiy conquerors as they were, the inferi-
ority of the Romans to the accomplished Grecks
in so many of the refinements of life is recalled
to our minds by this particular, incidentally
betrayed by the history of names.

Such namnes as Areta, vertue, Arsinoé, elevation
of mand, Lulalia, one who $peaks sweetly, Aspasia,
winning, lhucharis, signifying exrcelling in grace,
altogether lovely, with countless others, remain to
show us that in Greece the especial graces of
womanhood were not ignored.

Alas for the lack of chivalry in the carly days
of Rome, when we read that two letters reversed
were considered sufficient to represent woman-
kind? C and M reversed (as if to point the
insult!) signified Caia and Marcia. By these
tokens were women once designated by a people
whose history was to be illumined by the lives of
Lucretia, Portia, and Cornelia the mother of the
Gracchi.

As time went on, the women of Rome, gain-
ing continually increasing respect, won for them-
selves individual and appropriate names, till at
last we find amongst those of Latin derivation one
of the most beautiful names a woman can bear,
Beatrice, the Joy-giver, one who makes blessed.
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The first step was to distinguish daughters by
a feminised form of the name of their house,
which, as in the case of the tenderly heloved
daughter of Ttllius Cicero, was sometimes soft-
encds into a diminutive, Tulliola. But if more
than one daughter was born in a family, they
were designated as major and minor; if more
than two, by numbers. The sisters of Brutus
were known as Junia major, Junia minor, and
Junia tertia. The names of Secundilla, Quar-
tilla, &c., remain to show us that, in some names
at least, attempts were made to soften the chilly
setnse of such disembodied names as numerdls
appcar to be. An English huntsman would
take shame to himselt were he unable to sugeest
a suitable name for cach individual hound in his
pack.

Rome’s scant courtesy to her daughters finds
no parallel in the history of names, except amongst
the Chinese.  The owners of the distorted feet
known as ¢ golden lilies’ were at one timg also
known in their father’s house simply as 1, 2,
and 3. _

Look backwards now to the time when the
human race consisted of but a few families, ere,
for the wickedness of man, ¢ the fountains of the
great deep were broken up,’ 8o that while fromn
‘ the windows of heaven’ cleansmor waters passed
over the face of the earth, hug(, masses of its
framcwork should be disjointed below, to remain
for ever witnesses of the overwhelming might of
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(od when sin persisted in provokes Ifis wrath.
Contrast the supposed perfection of civilisation
of the conceited Chinese with those carhiest days
of all, when men took delight it distinguishing
their women by names of pleasing significance.
We read that Lamech’s wives were called Adah,
Ornament, significative of great beauty; and
Zillah, Shadow, in a hot country a word of de-
licht, and significant of a gentle nature, where
would be found refreshinent and rest.

I'rom ancient Assyria came, as we have seen,
Esther, the Star, and from thence also came Susan,
the Laly. '

The followers of Mohammed,* even while they
deny to women a place in the paradise to come,
do honour here to those on whom their earthly
happiness depends, by sccking their names from
amongst flowers and gems, and even from the
firmament of heaven itself. The Arabic Jullanar,
in Ifersian Gulnar, signifies the brilliant pome-
granate blossom; Yasemeen is the fragrant jus-
mine; Zumurrud is an emerald; Shejeret-el-Durr
is a tree of pearls, and plural also to denote the
extreme of excellence which no single object
could portray; Budoor signifies Iull Moons.

Shall we turn to savage tribes? A brave
from amongst the N orth American Indians,
though his tones are *those of a master who must
be obeyed, yet sumnmons his docile squaw to Lis

* The writer’s suggestion to be afterwards set forth.
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side by a name which at least indirectly proves
his real appreciation of her charms, recalling as
it docs some lovely aspect of nature, or some
familiar objects of grace. Her musical voice,
perhaps, has gained for her the name of Minne-
ha-ha, or laughing water; Tah-mi-roo,*or the
startled fawn, expresses the soft shyness of her
beautiful eyes; O-li-ti-pa identifies her with
the pretty prace-bud; Mong-shong-shaw, the
bending widllow, describes her graceful form; and
ITu-la’h-dee, the pure fountain, tells ot the dearest
and most lasting of all°charms, a pure, true
heart. ‘

dome of the sweetest of our women’s names
in present use amongst ourselves were originally
the gift of the fiecry Celt and fierce Teuton, or
his descendants, the Norseman and Anglo-Saxon.

Gwendaline, in the Celtic Guenddolen, signifies
“the lady of the white bow.! If the Arabs prefer
the full moon, it would seem our ancestors lbved
best the crescent or young moon.

Or, as the crescent form tells alike of age and
of carly youth, let us—rather than do any pos-
sible injustice to a Celtic lover—sec in this

musical name the key-note of that sweet song in
the Irish Melodies —

Believe me, if all those endearing young charms.

Why should not Ango, the Undeviating, when he
breathed the name of Guenddolen, have meant
E
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all that his descendant, Thomas Moore, did say
in after years?—

Let thy loveliness fade as it will,
Around the dear ruin each wish of my heart
Would entwine itself verdantly (lovingly) still. -

The Teuton Adel-hild (Adelaide) tells us of the
noble maiden or lady, Bertha of the shining one,
and Gertrude of /ler who is trusted and true;
Scandinavian Val-borg significs the chosen tower,
1. €. the stronghold of happiness; and Saxon
Ead-eath (LKdith) signifies Zappiness that is
blessed; and Mildred mcans one that is gentle of
speech.

Some names there are now fallen into disuse,
which, it we regard the rude times in which they
were first invented and used, claim for the hardy
sons of the North especial honour from the
gentler sex, showing as they do with what tender-
ness the strong regarded the weak.

Looking as they did upon woman in the lovely
light in which she is first represented in Paradise,
a ‘ help meet’ for man, we find the Celtic Cwen-
borg, ‘a Woman who s a Uelper, and the Saxon
El gifa, the Help-giver.

As a woman—the manner of Romans and
Chinese distinguishing women by 1, 2, 3, as only
convicts are distinguished now, excited such
warm indignation, that to the east and west,
north and south, I hastened to do instant homage
to the worthy champions of my sex—may I be
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pardoned for having so interrupted the account
of the ceremonies which, in various nations, have
attended the act of name-giving ?

It is singulawr to read how, for many years
befoiz the light of Christianity dawned on the
kingdoms of the North, a kind of infant *baptism
prevailed. The Jddaic poeins make mention of
it, and in the Chronicle of Snorro Sturleson we
se¢ a Norwegian nobleman in the reign of [arold
[Tarfagra pouring water over thg head of his
new-born babe, calling® him  Hakron after This
father.*

In the Laxdacla Saga, which ecmbraces «a
period of time between the ninth and eleventh
centuries, this ceremdny is also alluded to, and a
strange story is told in connection with the child
who was so baptised by the name of Olaf or
Aulaff, signitying the Olire—a name singularly
inappropriate to the infant, who was by no
means & bringer of peace.

Iloskuld, & merchant from Iceland, visiting
Norway for business purposes, was tempted by
a Russian trader to invest in a far more dan-
gerous purchase than the logs of timber which
we may suppose were the articles in which he
principally dealt. Hoskuld purchased from the
Russian a lovely slave. One clement, however,
in which a woman's power of mischief principally
resides, was wanting: so far as the mighty

* Mallet’s Northern Antiquities.
E 2



52 WHAT IS YOUR NAME ?

engine of the tongue was concerned, the beautiful
girl was harmless, for she was deaf and dumb.

Carried by the merchant to his Icelandic
home, the fair captive became to him the second
and inferior wife, which the laws of the island
allowed.  The original Mrs. Hioskuld—dJorumna,
as she was called—tound some consolation in the
infirmities of her rival: beautiful as she was, her
silent empire could scarcely, she thought, be :
lasting one; and so they lived together in tole-
rable amity.

But the dumb wifé Decame a mother, and,
wonderful to relate, her transports of joy weze
not speechless!  Thinking hersclf alone, the
young mother was overhedrd onc day lavishing
on her babe a thousand expressions of joy and
tenderness.  Gailly she sang while the little one
laughed, and when his violet eyes grew dim, she
softly murmured a lullaby. ler words were
not understood, for she spoke in a foreign lan-
guage, but beyond all doubt they were words,
and thus was the fact revealed that her deatness
and dumbness had been assumed.

By degrees, she made her story known. Mel-
korka, daughter of Mirkjarten, an Irish king, had
been taken captive, at eleven years old, by one of
the Scandinavian sea-rovers, who were the terror
of the coast of Ireland. Sold to a Russian trader,
the resolute child determined that the voice of a
daughter of kings should never be heard from
the lips of a slave. For years her vow had been
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kept inviolate, but the cooing of her little one
had proved irresistible, and had won from her a
reply, and then—the long-pent-up stream of
melody had infpetuously gushed forth in never-
ceasing fountains of tenderness.

To us the tale is poctry—to how many a
woman’s breast has the touch of her first baby’s
hand been as a divining wand, beneath which a
spring of eloquenge, vocal with delight, hitherto
unknown and undreamed of, has leaped into life !

But poor Jorumna naturally saw things in a
different light. Only on account of her supposed
ififirmities had the fair slave been excused the
scrvice she, as inferior wife, was bound to render
to her superior; but this right Jorumna now
enforced, and the story ends in anything but
a poctical manner.

We may be sure the Irish princess brought no
willing mind to the task of waiting on her Ice-
landic mistress.  One day Melkorka dropped
the stockings she was handing to Jorumma; the
stockings were flung at the Irish girl’s head; her
Celtic blood was up, and she avenged the insult
with a blow. Hoskuld, becoming convinced that
happiness and two wives were incompatible, scnt
Melkorka away to a distant part of the country.
When her son Olaf was grown up, he visited
Ircland, and became acquainted with his royal
grandfather. A scries of romantic adventures, duly
related by the Saga, terminates with the fortu-
nate youth taking the name of ‘ Pa’ or ¢ Pafugl)’ a
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peacock, from an old gentleman who made him
his heir.

Amongst the Mohammedans of Turkey, Arabia,
Persia, and llindustan, infants ‘are sometimes
named when only three hours old, but -more
commonly on the seventh day. Their Prophet
left particular directions to guide themn in their
choice of names. Abd-Allah, Sercant of God, and
Abd-cl-Ralman, Servant of the Compassionate,
arc amongst .those which are most approved.
His especial blossmw was promised t& those who,
for love for him, were named Almed, praised,
and Mohammed, greatly to be praised; this hleds-
ing was cven extended to all assemblies where
men bearing such names were present.

Astrologers, too, are frequently consulted in
the sclection of names. It is also a common
custom to write five names on separate papers,
which are placed together within the leaves
of the Koran; the first’ chapter of the book
having been read, one of these papers is drawn
out at hazard, and the name so pointed out is
given to the child. Although the injunction is
frequently neglected, a sa,crlhce 18 solemnly pre-
scribed to be offercd up on the naming day, a
ram or a goat, of which ‘not a bone is to be
broken.” * .

Amongst the Parsees or Fire-worshippers the
newly-born babe 1s purified in holy water, and

* Notes to Lane’s Arabian Nights.
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made to drink of a consecrated liquor; after
which a name is bestowed.

The most ancient laws of the Hindus (and
they are amongst the most ancient in the world)
contain special directions for the solemmities
attending the imposition of names.  On the tenth
or cleventh day after the infant’s birth, according
as the day of the week and aspect of the stars
were propitious, the child was to receive from
its father a name suitable to the caste to which
he or she belonged.  I1f @ Drahmin’s son, the &rs
being pierced at the niontent ot pronouncing the
mame, the boy’s name was to be expressive.of
Jarvour; it a warrior’s son, of power; cultivators
of the ground and Imerchants were to bestow
names denoting riches; and those of the lowest
caste such as expressed dependence.  The names
of women were to be casy of pronunciation—
soft, melodious, pleasant, and of good aungury—
terminating in vowels, and sounding like words
of benediction.*

As the ancient Greek, and at times the early
Christian also, were wont by lighted tapers to
determine the choice of numnes, the Hindu of
to-day resorts to burning lamps. Two lamps
are placed over two names, and the one over
which the lamp burns brightest i1s the chosen
name. A second name is often added, that of
the planet ruling at the time of the child’s birth.

* F. Schlegel.
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The names having been chosen, the parents sit
on the ground, the infant being in its mother’s
arms; the father writes the two names on a plate
of raw rice, which is handed to him by the
officiating Brahmin, and the first name is re-
peated three times.

[n Ceylon the ceremony is full of poctry.. The
mother carries her child to the temple, and with
it an offering to the god. She also takes three
flowers; to each of them a name is attached, the
initial letter, in all alike, being that of the con-
stellation which was in the ascendant when the
child was born. The offering is first presented;
the Drahmin next presents with prayer the flowers
to the idol, and then returns onc of them to the
mother.  The names being unknown to the priest,
it is believed that his unconscious sclection of
one is directed by the god or goddess; so that
the name is received as if directly from themn.*

I Thibet infants are bathed, and, after prayers
have been recited over them, two names are given:
one, the name of a divinity, is sclected by the priest,
and 1s to be used only In religious ceremonies;
the other, by which he is to be commonly known,
is chosen by the family. i

The Japanese are said to take new names at
four different periods of life: the name given to
a child is succeeded by one adapted for a youth,
which is again exchanged for that of a full-grown

* Rev. F. de Ward’s India and the Hindoos.
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man, and followed by another suitable to an old
man.*

Princes of Japan bear the names of their ter-
ritorial possesstons in addition to those of their
tamily and their individual appellations. Our
late interesting and intelligent visitbrs  the
Japanesc amb: Lssadol'.s were known as Také No
Ouchi Shimodzukéne Kami, Matsuddiru Twamino
Kai, and Kiogoku Notono Kami.  Kami appears
to be a title, but it 1s left to mone learned en-
quirers to afford the sighification of these names.

In China changes of names are frequent; a
rdan has sometimes six names given to him-<at
difterent periods of his life. Great ceremony
attends the bestowiﬁtr of the first thrce names.
The ¢milk name’ is given when the infant is a
month old; it is m‘rroduced by its mother to
assembled 1‘r1cnda, the father pronouncing 1ts
name aloud; prayers and sacrifices are then
offered up.  On a boy’s {irst entering schodl the
‘ book name’ is given; the accompanying cere-
mony is significative of a religious and moral
obligation. The master, Lneehno before a puper

1 wlnch is inscribed the name of a sage, a fol-
gwcr of Confucius, or Koong-foo-tsi, prays for his
favourable influence on the boy, mentioning him
by his new name. The master then seats himself,
and his new scholar pays homage to him by the
Chinese act of prostration. On a man’s marriage

* Noél’s Dictionnaire Historique.
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he receives a new name from his father; an enter-
tainment is given, and the ancestors of the family
arc worshipped. Ivery man adds two characters
or syllables to his individual name on the mar-
riage of his eldest son, his family name remaining
the same. ¢ I beg to enquire your lofty surname
and great name?’ is a common address in China.*

Some of the Tartar tribes do not name their
children till they are six months old. A parti-
cular day is then appointed, and the child receives
the name of the person who first accidentally
passes by itx side.

In parts of Guinea infants arc named by ther
mothers at the timne of their birth, after a secret
consultation with their fetishes.

In other parts of Western Africa a feast is
given in honour of the newly born.  The babe of
shining blackness—a little image, as it were, in
jet—Is placed upon a palm-leaf, and palin-wine
(the beloved fmimbo’) is drunk by the parents,
their cups being lifted above the child so that
some drops may fall upon its face. At the fivst
cry uttered, a name is discovered supposed to
rescmble it in sound; so that African babics
enjoy the peculiar privilege of naming themseclves:

From this singular origin is said to be derived
the name so widely bestowed on the negro race,
Quaco, which otherwise might have been sup-
posed to claim kindred with the Duck language.

* Davis’s Sketches of China.
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It 1s, with regret, found to be impossible even to
suggest a signification.

A negro tribe on the Ivory coast are known
by the name of the Quaquas or Quacas. (QQua-
mina (?) 1s a favourite name amongst the
Ashantees; it figures amongst their list 8f kings,
and may often be heard in negro villages in the
West Indics.

Forty days’ feasting, with sacrifices, celebrate
amongst the Abybbmmns the name-day ot their
children.

Significant names, and some of them of great
Heauty, belong, as 1s well known, to the Indians
of North America; but the ceremony of a youth’s
receiving a name is attended by solemn and

yﬂm tous rites concealed froin European eves.
It is left to their hraves to aain klll)qequenﬂ) for
themselves names of greater dlhfl]lCt-lOH, expressive
of their mmdividual prowess and skill in war or
the chase.

In Mexico and Brazil the names of the natives
are also significant, and the giving of them is
attended by feasting and l'eh(rlous rites.

What boundless fields for reflection and re-
search do we thus glance at while we speak of
but the first usc of names! Unconscious babes
arc by them enrolled under their respective
standards of faith, varying from the sublimity of
doctrine and purity of precept professed by the
followers of Christ, down to the degrading prac-
tices of the avowed devil-worshippers.
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But the Prince of Darkness rejoices in the ser-
vices of many who are not his avowed followers.
In all lands there arc encmies—more or less
openly so—of the light. '

May all who in earnest love the ¢ Good Master’
hold fast to /fis name, and its signification as
united to their own names in holy bonds—
Christians, and therefore anointed ¢ pricsts and
kings,” bound to live pure and noble lives!

Jut we are soldiers too. The contest of good
and evil goes on continually, without and within.
Do we scek to overcome 7 Let us take a lesson
from earthly conquerors. ‘

The nation from whom we have derived the
noble name of Vincent, he who overcomes, or the
imnncible, and Vietoria, the auspicious namewhich
needs no translation, was above all others a con-
quering nation. 1t was not by inheritance, not
by good fortune, not by wise policy, that Rome
becaine the mistress of the world, but by the
dauntless bravery of her troops.

Amongst her laws we find one that is strangely
suggestive. It was permitted to various classes
to change their names on certain occasions:
slaves on becoming freedmen, plebeians pass-
-ing into the patrician order, assumed names
" of higher import; but Rome’s soldiers—those
on whose indomitable valour the existence of her
cmpire depended—to them it was forbidden to
change their names.

‘On each man’s buckler his name was engraved ;
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had it not a voice as 1t went before him to battle?
Iis name going before him—who dared be a
coward then? An abandoned shield proclaimed
aloud the infamy of its owner; the runaway’s
name was lost—and for ever!

Dee now, too, the ensigns which go before the
respective troops. Those glittering cagles of
silver and gold, consccrated by prayer, rarely
dishonoured by defeat—on them you may read
the number of the legion, and its leader's name!
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CHAPTER IIL

Infinite variety of subjects connected with the history of
names — Sovereignty in names — Names attached to an-
cient dynasties; also to royal and noble families.

IN the history of names there is indeed

‘Iembarras des richesses;’ the difficulty
throughout is not ¢ what ¢an one say ?’ but what
or.e must leave unsaid.

From the moment we are awakened to the
value and power of names, to that when, a great
list lying before us, we shall look on the names
of many mnations, classed according to their sig-
nifications, we shall find innumerable by-paths
opening out on cither side.

Which of these shall we enter? Which must
we pass by?

V\}(e have learned the burden of the song,
Let us answer to our names; we have glanced at
the strange power possessed by names, and at
the various solemn rites by which various
nations have consecrated, and still do consecrate,
the act of name-giving; let us again take wing
—or, if you like the image better, let us together
mount the library steps, and, reaching down
some dusty old tomes, see what we can gather in
ancient histories about names.
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The theme is too wide to be fully set forth in
a sketch like this; but we could not pass by the
intercsting subject of the nature of the names
which monarchs assumed in the earliest periods
of the world’s history.  They are all of striking
significance, cspecially those which were adopted
as being in themselves expressive of sovereignty.
Such names passed on, with crown and sceptre
and royal robes, from dead kings to their suc-
CessoTs.

It can scarcely be doubted that this practlce
originated in the belief df metempsychosis. In
its supposcd transmigration through varions
bodies, the royal soul, thus retaining its name,
carried out the idea s expressed in later days:
‘ Le Roi ne meurt pas. Le Rot est mort. Vive
le Rot!’

Well might the mass of the people in those
far-oft days have believed in undying kings, when
by one unchanging name the laws of succcessive
generations were enforced. The names so in-
vested with perpetual sovercignty, in those
remote times, were also so grand, and of such
wide significance, that in them the individuality
of their temporary wearers might well be lost.
Royal names for the most part signified a god
Or a COnqueror.

The appellations of ancient Assyrian monarchs,
successors of Belus, builder of Babylon, repeat in
various combinations the name of Bel or Baal, the
Sun-god, whose worship under different names
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was so widely spread throughout the glowing
climes of the East. Igyptian monarchs also
claimed to be cmanations from the Deity.

The names of Pharaoh and Rameses are both
derived from the Sun-god, the tutelary divinity
of the ‘land. Ra-messu signified the sun-be-
gotten, and Pharaoh was from Ph the, R¢ sun;
Potiphe-ra signified consecrated to the sun. One
of the Pharaohs assumed the additional name of
A-mosis, signifying sprung from, or son of the
moon. ‘

In the Syriac tongue' Pharaoh included the
méanings of both a Aimg and a crocodile, the
hideous monarch of the muddy waters of the
Nile. )

The name of Ptolemy, which in later days
was borne by many kings of Egypt and Mace-
donia, was derived from the Greek, and signified
a warrior., There was much meaning in the
name, for in many instances the crown was won
by the sword. |

In the battle-field of Persia unbroken lines of
kings are not to be found, but names of exactly
similar import to the Pharaohs and Ptolemics
of Egypt alternate as the appecllations of the
monarchs of Jran.

Kouresh (the Cyrus of Greek and Latin histo-
rians), signifying the sun, was in the ancient
Pehlevi dialect still more expressive—Kor-shid,
the splendour of the sun; the old name still
sounding in our ears in Khor-assan, Sun-land, and
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Kour-distan. As a sun, indeed, in its bright
rising, its glorious noon, its crimson setting, was
the lite of Cyrus, the Persian hero of so many
romantic tales. , Hoping to shield him from the
cruel designs of his grandfather, who mistrusted
a child of whom such great things were predicted,
his friends attempted in vain to rear the son of
the royal Mandane in a herdsman’s family. The
instincts of race shone forth in the superiority
instinctively claimed by him over his boyish
companions, and which: they as instincetively
ceded. The young Khor+lad, signifying G'ift of
the Sun, chosen in sport as their king, as a king
in earnest enforced his authority, and through
some rcbellion in his®mimice court the sceret of
his royal birth became known.

It was when,"the prophecy fulfilled, he united
in himself the throne of the Medes and Persians,
that Kor-shid, the Splendowr of the Sun, assum@d
his resplendent name, so singularly appropraate
to the vicissitudes of his fortunes. In the dawn
of life clouds had obscured his horizon, but sud-
denly they were all dispelled.  The glory of his
manhood’s prime "was as the splendotir of the
noontide sun, and in his death the figurative
expression for the red sunsets of eastern climes—
‘the sun setting as in a sea of blood —also
became, through the crucl Scythian queen,
Tomyris, a terrible reality. Cyrus, when taken
prisoncr by her, was beheaded, and his hcad was
thrown into a huge leathern bottle filled with

F
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blood, the savage queen exclaiming, ¢ You have
thirsted for blood—now satisfy your thirst.’

The name of Kouresh, or Korshid, as expres-
sive of an emanation of deity, was ere long
succceded by that of Xerxes, a name so trans-
lated by the Greeks, and said by Herodotus
to signify a Congqueror. The Greek Xerxes,
Median Cyaxares, Hebrew Ahasuerus, and the
Kh-sh-yarsha of ancient monuments, has in later
days Dbeen translated by ‘the Lion King, a
natural Oriental figure for a conqueror. Xerxes,
if derived from the Zénd word Ksathra, Sanscrn
Khsathra, signifies a Aing.  Artaxerxes, a name
borne by many successive Persian monarchs, sig-
nifies ¢ the Honoured King;’ the prefix, Persian
Ar, Sanscrit Arya, signifying ‘/lonoured.” From
the same root sprang modern Iran’s old name of
Ariana.

®In the ancient kingdom of the fire-worshippers,
whure, in the city of Yezd, or Izad (the Holy
Name), it is said that the heaven-descended fire
still burns unquenched since the daysof Zoroaster,
the old name of their tutelary god constantly re-
turned in various combinations as their sovereign’s
name. Hormuz, or Orosmades, signified Pure
Laght, and Khosru, the Sun. Mithra, another
name for the sun-god of Persia, gave to kings of
Armenia and Pontus the name of Mithridad,
translated by the Greeks Mithridates, a synonyme
of Khor-dad, Gift of the Sun.

In later days the ¢ Sophis of Persia’ again pro-
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claimed how in Ariana, the ‘ honoured’ land, the
religious element indissolubly combined itself
with the principle of sovereignty. The royal
title, when it ceased to claim the name of deity,
assumed that of its ministers.

The sun and fire, chosen as objects of venera-
tion by thesc descendants of Shem, were typical
of their religious history. The clouds of super-
stition and the smouldering darkness of human
corruption again and again threatened to quench
the light of the true faith, but its glory was
never wholly obscute@. Amongst idolaters
(allowing that they were so) the fire-worshap-
pers, as they have been called, have always been
distinguished by the*comparative purity of their
doctrines and lives.

Christians may well lay to heart some of the
noble precepts of the Zend-Avesta, or ¢ Living
Word, given to the Persians by the great Zo-
roaster, the Greek rendering of whose Pegsian
name, Zerdusht, signifies a Pure or Living :S'{ar.
Some learned writers read the name as Ziru
Ishtar, ‘The seed of the goddess Ishtar;’ the
Assyrian name for the planet Venus.® The Ma-
gian philosopher’s name was suggestive indeed,
for star-like amidst the gloomy fatalism of a
Pagan world must have shone forth such words
as these :— In your afflictions offer to God your
paticnce; in your joy render to Him acts of
thanksgiving.” Do not the trees of our orchards,
the blackberry bushes of our hedge-rows, repeat

F 2
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the same lesson to us? See how they silently
bend beneath the chill weight of winter’s oppres-
sive snows; sce, again, how at the first breath of
spring they hasten to put forth their green leaves
and fair blossoms. The summer sunahmo falls
not on ‘ungrateful objects there, for bchold in
autumn their cood fruits.

Dut the Persians of old had another teacher
besides Zoroaster, and another holy book besides
the Zend-Avesta. The Sofh, or *Persian
Bible, as it has been ‘called, is said by some
writers to have derived its name from the Greek
copla, wisdom. How may this be, it indeed this
venerated book be of such antiquity as to claim
for its author Abraham? "Shall we not rather
suppose that the Greeks themselves adopted this
word, as they did adopt other words, and the
whole tangled maze of their mythology, from the
fertile East? Must we not look to the Sanscrit
paradésa if we would know where the Greeks
found their paradeisos—our paradise, or garden
of delight?

Sophi, or Sofi, is .said by Dochart to mean, in
the original Persian, one * Pwre in Faith, ‘devoted
to God.”* The significations of the Greek and the
Persian words Sophiaand Sofi, IWisdom and Purity,
arc in the Inspired Word united. ¢ The wisdom

* The books of the Muslim darweeshes (dervishes) of the order
of Soofees are called ‘Ta sow wuf,’ that is, of spiritual Lfe.
D'ITerbelot, Bibliothéque Orientale: quoted by Lane, Arabian
Nights, vol. iibp. 240.
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that is from above’ is there said tobe ¢ first pure.’
Do not our own hearts tell us also that only by the
‘ pure in heart,’ who see GGod, can true wisdom be
found? The Hebrew word Zophim, explained as
“Seers,”* carrics out this idea, confirmed by the
Hebrew prophet Zephanial'’s name, which (trans-
lated by the French Sophonie, and Italian Sofo-
nia) is said to signify ¢ The Secret of Jehovah!

The Greek Sophia, though cruclly misused by
the so-called sophists ot the schools, did still xo
refain its original holy 'si.guiﬁcution, that it was
at one time used by the carly Christian Church
to express the Incarnate Word as the ¢ Wisdon.’
of God. It was then considered too sacred to he
used commonly as an individual name.f

This name, of Eastern origin (as I believe),
once held i such espeeial honour, will be tound
amongst the herole nan®s of Arabian conquerors
of old—>Sofian, and Abu Sofian. In its feminine
form, 1t becomes in Arabic Dafiyeh.

In Turkish it is Sofiyeh, as a woman’s name,
and signifies Chosen.

[n the magnificent mosque of Santy Sophia
the namne of which has been preserved by the
Turks, though the city is called Stamboul—once
a Christian church, and which Moslems them-
sclves believe will become so again one day, eight
of the great columns were brought from the

* Stanley’s Jewish Church, p. 403,
t ¢ Therefore some godly men do dislike it as irreligious that it
should be communicated to any other.”—Camden’@Remains, &.
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Temple of the Sun at Baalbee, and eight from
the Temple of Diana (the Moon) at liphesus.*
Do not these superb spoils of the false gods of
Assyria and Grecce, thus consecrated to Divine
Wisdom, scem to say—

Th’ unwearied sun from day to day
Does his Creator’s praise display.

Soon as the evening shades prevail,
'The moon takes up the wond'rous tale.

History tells us how the word Sofi was dis-
gr‘w(,d by cruel Persian kings who bore the
name, and yet more by the horrible doctrine
subsequently taught under the name of Soofeisin.
Qur ancestors brought back to us from the Cru-
sades a new and terrible word, Assassin: it was
used to designate the red-handed followers of
Hassan, the mountam-chlsf of Alamoot, signifying
the Vulture s Nest. Assassin, once supposed to
have come from Hassan, was really derived from
Hashish, a kind of hemp, by means of which the
Fedavee, or Devoted, were intoxicated, when it
suited the purposes of their wicked chief.

We will now sce how the name Sofi was
crowned with sovereignty and became that of a
royal dynasty. A race of sheiks long dwelling

* The long-lost quarries of Rosso and Verde Antico, which wero
rediscovered about two years ago by the German sculptor Herr
Siegel, contain an inscription saying that from them were taken
the columns for the temples of Baalbec and Kphesus, which now
adorn St. Sophia’s at Constantinople. Bremer’s Greece, vol. i.
p- 97.
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at Erdebel, had successively passed their lives in
mystic contemplation of this sacred book—the
Sofh—containing doctrines called by them ¢ Kish
Abraham.” In°the fourteenth century a member
of this family rose into eminence as Sophi-cd-
Deen, signifying One Pure or Wise in the Faith.
By his descendant, the warlike though cruel
Ismaecl, was the dynasty of the Sophis, Sefés, or
Suffavees (in Shakspeare’s time called “the Sophys
of Persia’) established, which lasted for upwards
ot two hundred years. "The followers of Sop’u-
ed-Deen were distinguishéd by a cap of crimson
wool, and the Mohammedans, who so often fltd
in terror betore thcse Kussilbashes, or red-caps,

cven while themselves cherishing the name of
Sophian, have attempted to cast 1'1d1c1lle on the
title of Sophi by pointing to the woollen cap as its
origin, ¢ Souf” being the Arabian word for wool.

As a religious order, the Sophis still exist—
the reignine Shah of Persia being considered the
grand master of the order. The first convent
of the order, in Lgypt, was founded by the
chivalrous opponent of our Ceeur-de-Lion, Salah-
ed-Deen, signitying the Goodness of the Re/z Glon,
or the Fauth.

Looking to ancient India, we find in Porus the
Greek form of the name of a brave monarch—of
one whose noble nature, kindred with his native
palm-tree, no weight of misfortune could de-
press; discrowned, but still a king, commanding
the respect and admiration of h1sgcouquc1:or
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Alexander. Porus has been said to signify a
‘ Prince,’ but, traced to its original Nanscrit, it
has a nobler and far more appropriate meaning,
Paurusha signifying a Iero.

Names significant of sovereign power were
common 1In the East, such as Archelaus, signify-
ing in Greek Ruler of the People; and they had
their synonymes amongst the Teuton princes of
the West, who themselves claimed to be of Asiatic
origin.

In that word of infinite significance, thu, fo o,
the words Teut, signifying God, fuather, Ruler,
and Thiudans, signifying the LPeople, alike had
their root. Thence arose the grand name of
Theod-o-ric, which signifies a Chief, who is Futher
of the People.  Grandly was the name carvied out
by the mighty monarch of the Ostrogoths, whom
history and song have delighted to honour.

Adothiopia claimed the sun as her father and
her king; but the dark-skinned race were ruled
by women, their queens successively bearing the
name of Candace, which is said to signify ¢ pure
possession,’* ,

The ¢ Brothers of the Sun and Moon,” who
rule the celestial kingdom, called by barbarians
China, not content with their heavenly designa-
tion, affect also such earthly appellations ag
may strike terror into the hearts of their foes.
From B.c. 49 to A.p. 1832, Lhng, a Dragon,

* Cruden.
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has been a favourite cognomen in ¢ the Flowery
Land,” having been assumed not only by lawful
sovereigns, but also by rebel leaders. Hwing
Limg, Yellow Dragon, Tsing Limg, Azure [)r(zgon,
ficure amongst their chronicle of kings; yellow
and blue heing the colours most affected by the
Chinese, considered by themn as typical — the
yellow of carth, the blue of heaven

Chaou-kin I.ting, the Golden Dragon of 1832,
is said by Sir Jolm Davis to have-always worn,
ax significant of his nqme a yellow dress.

]11 the far West, whcre izarro and his fol-
lowers sought not for undying fame, but for
perishable gold, they found, in the Incas of
Peru, misused by them so cruelly, another roval
race, who claimned to be children of the sun—
descendants of the heavenly visitunts, Manco
(‘apac and Manca Ocolla his wife.

From the fiftcenth century the emperors of
Morocco and their descendants have successtvely
borne the name, or more properly the title, of
Mouley, signifying Lord and Master.

Zay, or Sui, was the general title of the
Ashantee kings.

The Negro kings of Loanga have adopted the
prefix of Manna, which answers to the Spanish
title of Don. Their names most frequently
represent their most cherished article of property.
Manna Gangala signitics Don Skicld ; Muanua

Belle, Don Knaife.*

* Noél’s Dictionnaire Historique. .
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The Princes of Mingrelia selected the noble
name of Dadyan, signitying the Just. The Im-
perors of (‘hina and Japan are known after death
by different names from those which they bore
when living.. By these new names they are
worshipped by their people as divinities.

So, too, in Rome, their deified heroes some-
times received fresh appellations.  To Romulus,
whose name signified Strength, was given that
of , Quirinus, ‘the name of an ancient Sabine
divinity. 1ot

The reckless claimers of supernatural descent,
0 numerous in remote ages, grew less frequent
as the strong arm of milityry power was found
to be the more certain element of success.  As
time rolls on, we find the siinple family name of
a succes$ful general deemed of sufficient value
to express in itself the idea of sovercignty.

When Rome’s invincible soldiers clashed to-
gether their brazen shields, and with a mighty
shout. hailed some comrade by the name of Cewsar,”
he was straightway invested with the purple.
To Cesar Augustus the imperial diadem itsclt
belonged, and with it dominion over all the
known regions of the world.

This name, surpassing all human names in
celebrity, and which, up to the present day,
is synonymous with empire—for emperors of
Austria still affect to claim the title of ¢the
Casar’—may well have engaged much attention
as to its derivation.
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But, in itself, the name was nothing, its signi-
fication was as nought. It was from its wearer,
from the Ceesar himself) that the mighty name
derived its subséquently mighty significance.

To Julius Caesar—of whowm it has been said
that, as general, statesman, lawgiver, poct, orator,
and historian, he achieved such excellence that
the distinction he gained in each character would
scparately have nm_de any man remarkable—was
rendered the most superb homage ever rendered
to man.*

We shudder to read of Pedro the Cruel’s ill-
advised homage to the unhappy Incz de Castro—=—
her fleshless brows marked by the glitter of a
jewalled erown—Dbut the honour paid by Rome
to her slaughtered son was nobler far than any
imaginable outward demonstration could have
been.  Unmatched in ancient and modern times
1s the spiritual grandeur of the svestiture of the
dead hero’s name—himself uncrowned—with *the
insignia of royalty. To be a Cemsar was hepcee-
forth to be a King. Alas for the monsters that
in Rome’s later da.ys disgraced the name!!

The Ceaesar would scem to have adopted the
Punic signification of his name, by having an
elephant engraved on the coinage of Rome while
he was in power, it being contrary to law for the
name of a man to be stamped on the money ot a

commonwealth.

* Smith's Classical Biography.
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But the most generally received derivation of
this mighty name is from the Latin ca~aries,
hair.  Such a name, bestowed on an infant who
was born with much hair, accbrded with the
ordinary Roman custom of deriving names from
personal characteristics. It only becomes singular
when regarded as the distinctive name of a family
of the Julia gens, ulus being derived from the
Greck Younog, signitying downy, or the soft hair of
early youth ; this name having been, it 1s said, first
assuined by Ascanius of the royal house of Troy,
on the occasion of a successful combat while yet
the early down of manhood was upon his lip.

The name of Augustus is in our own language
sufliciently suggestive.  Derived from the Latin
verb Augco, to honour, it was. first bestowed
on QOctavianus, the nephew and adopted son of
Julius Cgesar, its Greck synonyme being found
in Scbastos, sigmifying to be reverenced and
horioured. As the name of the first cmperor,
and 1n itself expressive of rulership, it was, when
joined to the name of Cesar, indicative of su-
preme authority. Augusta was the title given
to the empress.

But it is not only in ages past, and amongst
such high and mighty personages as Lgyptian
Pharaohs and Roman Cesars, that certain names
have been attached to certain dignities.

In both the communions into which the Syrian
Church is divided, the custom prevails of trans-
mitting from prelate to prelate the same name.
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The head of the Jacobite Church, who claims the
title of the Patriarch of Antioch, is always called
Ignatius (from the Latin), signifying to kindle
or mflame. It avas o name worthy to be remem-
bered as that of the first Bishop of Antioch, once
called the ¢ City of God,” where the followers of
Christ were first called by llis name. St.
Ignatius, martyred in the emperor Trajan’s reign,
torn to picces by lions in the amphitheatre of
Rome, is said to have been the blessed child
taken to the Saviowr’s arms when Ile spoke the
words, ¢ Of such is the kitgdom of heaven.’

The Maronite dwellers in Mount Lebanon,
who from the twelfth century have been dis-
tingnished from the rest of the Lastern Church
by their professed allegiance to the Church of
Rome, always give to their spiritual head the
name of Peter.

The beautiful names of Victor Amadeus and
Victor linmmanuel arc hereditary in the reyal
house of Savoy; Vietor signifying in Latin a
Congueror, Amadeus (Latin), a Lover of (:od
and Immauud (chrew) signifying ¢ GGod
with us.’

Lords of Lusignan have chosen the name of
Geoffrey, said to have been of Teutonic origin,
signitying ¢ Joyful.’

Simon, in Hebrew signifying Obedient, has been
attached to the house of De Montfort; and Anne,
a woman’s Hebrew name, signifying Gracious,
to the house of De Montmorenci, ’remier



78 WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

Baron of Christendom. The name was first intro-
duced into the family by Annc of Bretagne, who
gave it to her godson. Ilenry, derived from the
Scandinavian Foric or Kric, signifying a Great
Lord, is so identified with the German Princes of
Reuss, that the Saxe-Gotha Almanack of 1862
chronicles Prince Henry the Seventy-fourth.

In a curious old French book (1¢81) on the
origin of names, by Messire Gilles André de la
Roque, we may sce how Guy, Baron de Laval,
fourtcenth of the name, obtained trom Pope Pas-
cal I1. permission for all his heirs in perpetuity
to bhear the Christian name of Guy. It was to
preserve the memory of services rendered to the
Church by the DBaron and his brother, while
serving in the Holy Land under Godfrey de
Bouillon. This privilege was confirmed by
letters from Philip I. of IFrance. Dy the will of
a succceding baron, the lordship of Laval was
made inscparable from the name of Guy. None
could succeed to the honours of the house who
was not of that name; in the event of an heiress,
whoever she married was bound to assume it.

This beéautiful fame has been by some writers
simply translated from the French Gui, Mistletoe ;
others have derived it from the dwarf Guion of
Celtic mythology, connecting him with the
sacred plant of the Druids. DBut such stringent
dircctions for the preservation of the name, as
perpetuating the recollection of some military
service, would seem to show that the lords of
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Laval, time-honoured owners of the name, did
themselves derive 1t from guyer, guicer, guidon
(old French), signifying to quide, to direct, whence
our word guige, identical with the French,
though differently pronounced. Chaucer uses the
word ‘gie’ in the same sense, to conduct, and
almost the same ideais expressed in the Icelandic
‘ gae,’ to take heed, a necessary qualification in a
guide.

In connection with this derivation is preserved
the heautiful signification of a standard-beai e,
onc who goes before,. carrying the guidon or
broad pendant. The proper name is in fact
frequently so spclt “Guidon’ in old French
books.

We may be sure thﬂt the first Guy de Laval
won his beautiful name by some gallant deed as
a quide, or a standard-bearer, or as both. If
Messire de la Roque, living nearer those times,
had but sought out its origin, and not told us
only of its preservation !



80 WIAT IS YOUR NAME ?

CHAPTER 1IV.

One individual name originally sufficient — Ifamily names
adopted — Drinciples of Roman nomenclature — The four
Roman names — Nomenclators, &ec.

IT would be impossible in a history of names

strictly to divide the subjects of individual
and family names. The one or the other may
be the principal theme, but one cannot pass
cither entirely by. The most superficial glance
will at once show how closely they are inter-
woven with cach other, being, indeed, conver-
tible, the individual names of one gencration
becoming the family names of another. William
is said to form the basis of no less than twenty-
nin€ surnames in England.*

Iy the carly listory of the world one name
was sufficient to distinguish individuals, but, as
these multiplied, it was not only becoming but
necessary for family names to be added. By
these second names were distinguished the va-
rious branches of the one original stock, while
individuals were still marked out by distinctive
and significative personal appellations.

It is singular to remark how at different times

* Lower on Surnames,
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and under different circumstances honour and
dishonour are attached to the same particular.
In the history of Rome we find her great men
priding themselves on two, threce, four, and
sometimes six names, while slaves were forbidden
to usc morc than one. In our own history we
read that in the twelfth century a wealthy heiress

objected to marry Robert, natural son of Henry L,
on the plea that

It were to me a great shame
To have a lord withouten his fwa name.

Yet two centuries before, in Domesday DBook,
that ancient register of the landed proprietors
in England, we find that the comites or counts,
the men of highest rank, were simply distin-
guished as Comes Hugo, Count Hugh—Comes
Rogerus, Count KRoger—thereby assimilating
themselves to royalty: in all lands the special
distinetion being conceded to sovereigns and
their immediate families of using their individual
names only, from their exalted rank no sur-
name being required to distinguish them.

Christians in thé house of God are carried back
as it were to the infant days of history. Sur-
names arc not acknowledged there. When, as
individuals, we stand before the Lord and Maker
of all, the conventionalitics of the world are lost
sight of, and we are known ounly by our individual
nanes.

G
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Tokens of our worldly position must surround
us perforce, but unheard are the names of power
by which we claim precedence amongst our fellow-
men. By the cambric robe or the cotton frock
the rich man’s or the pauper’s babe may be told,
even as the dress of costly lace or cheap print
betokens the respective stations of the brides; but
only as individuals known by individual names,
the children of one Father, the servants of onc
Master, take their place at the font and the altar.
Alike in this—only by ‘their baptismal names—
our sweet Princess Adice Maude Mary pledged
her faith to Prince Frederic William Louis of
Hesse, and poor Mary Ann, the lodging-house
girl, promised to be true to her John.

Family names are sald to have originated with
the Itruscans;* adopted by the Sabines, through
them they passed to the Romans on the occasion
of their treaty of alliance. To cement this
union more closely, it was required that every
Roman should add to his own name the name of
a Sabine, while in like manner each Sabine should
take a Roman name.

Instinciively thus regarding’ the person in the
name, the red Indian of the far West also
exchanges names with the white man whom he
adopts as a brother.

To our word surname two distinct derivations
have been assigned:—Sire-name, the father’s

* Salverte.
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name, and Surnom (French), Sopra nome (Ita-
lian), from the original custom of placing the
second or family name above, not, as now, after,
the baptismal name.

The early history of the Greeks affords occa-
sional examples of individuals bearing two
names. In some instances this second name was
a patronymic (derived from the father), and
occasionally it superseded the personal name.
This was still more frequently the ¢ase when the
added name was commetnorative either of some
victory gained, or of some peculiar grace of body
or mind.

Tyrtamus, the favourite disciple of Aristotle,
was by himn first named Euphrastes, signifying
one who speaks well ; but it is only by the still
more flattering "name which his admiring master
subsequently bestowed—Theophrastes, signifying
he who speaks as ome wnspired, or the god-like
speaker—that Tyrtamus is commonly knowne

Plato was originally named after his grand-
father Aristocles, signifying the better glory, or
the glory of that which s good; but the name by
which he is knowr in all lands—DPlato, signifying
large—was given to him on account of the breadth
of his chest and forchead ; and also, it is supposed
by some, as significative of the largencss and full-
ness of his eloquence.

But sometimes those additional names were
the reverse of complimentary. Amongst the
witty Greeks nicknames were common. Doson,

G 2
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which expressed the future of the verb fo give,
was a hame bestowed on a king of Macedonia
who was liberal in promises, but sparing in actual
gifts. o

Amongst the Arabs we also find some of these
names which were bestowed in ridicule. Abu-
Horcirah, ¢ Father of the Cat, was so named by
Mohammed in consequence of his excessive fond-
ness for a cat, and in the nickname so universally
adopted the man’s real name has been wholly
lost. And at this day, in the streets of Oriental
towns, the ‘ gamins’ of the liast use this prefix
nt the composition of names of ridigule. Dr.
Thomson, an American missionary, tells us, in
‘The Land and the Book,’ ‘that the Syrian boys
called after him ‘Abu-Tangera’—father_of «
saucepan—hecause they fancied his hat resembled
one in shape.  Abu’sh Shamdt—father of
moles—is given by, Lanc as an actual Arabian
narae,” and as moles are considered lucky it
would be a name of good omen.  The south-west
wind is called the father of raimn.

The prefix refers to the universal custom so
long prevailing amongst the Arabs, and also to
be found amongst the Hebrews, of reversing the
European practice of sons deriving their names
from their fathers, as illustrated in our English,
Scotch, and Irish names, Fitz-William, Mac-
Donald, O’Connor. A father in the East relin-
quishes his own name and adopts that of his child,

with the prefix Abu, father. We read that in
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Syria this custom is so universal that men with-
out children, and even children themselves, arc
called by courtesy Abu , after an imaginary
son. Abu-Bekt, a well-known name in the history
of Mohammedanisin, was the father of Ayesha, the
prophet’s favourite wite: in honour of her the

name was assumed, which signifies futher of the
girl.

Women, in like manner, assume the name of
their first-born, with the prefix :Em.  Some-
times it is a daughter’s name that is taken,
and as these are generally highly poetical, even
amongst the lower classes, one’s washerwoman
may answer to some such resplendent name as
Em el Bedr el Kebeer, mother of the great full
MOON. .

The compliment is extended to Iuropeans.
The wife of the English Consul at Jerusalem is
always addressed by the natives as Om (or Em)
Iskender, her cldest boy’s name being Alex-
ander, the child hinself being spoken of as Abou
Jacobi.* James being the father’s name, it fol-
lows in the Fast that his son’s son should be
alled after him.  An unbroken chain of loving
remembrance is thus kept up from father to son.

The addition of one or more syllables was fre-
quently used in both Hebrew and Greek names,
as an indication of increased greatness in the
individual. For the most part, short names were

* Beaufort’s Syrian Shrines.
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in Greece confined to slaves, while men of rank
rejoiced in the rolling melody of four and five
syllables.

In Greece and Rome certain names were set
apart, and could only be given according as they
were assigned respectively to citizens or slaves.
It was, however; permitted to freedmen to add
to their own names the ¢ nomen’ or ¢ praenomen’
(that is to say, the family or personal names) of
their master.- In Rome, therefore, as amongst
the Highland clans, a preponderance of certain
names b(,tokem,d the larger following of those
houses. The Cornclia gens was one of the
most distinguished in Rome : from it sprang more
illustrious men than from any other Roman
house. All its great families were of the patri-
cian order, but it also included many that were
plebeian. The Dictator Sulla bestowed the
Roman franchise on 10,000 slaves, calling them
Corilelii, after his own name, so that he might
alwayvs reckon on supporters amongst the people.

The four names usually borne by men of
rank in Rome were— i

1. The Nomen, the family name, or race-
name as it may be called, answering to the Greck
patronymic. This preceded, not followed as with
us, the personal name. For a considerable period
but eighteen of such names were in much repute,
so that it sufficed to use their initial letters
only.

2. The Prenomen, or personal name, was
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used to distinguish the various individuals of a
family.

3. The Cognomen, or surname, which dis-
tinguished the several branches or families
descended from the same stock.

4. The Agnomen, which somcwhat resembled
the cognomen; but in that it was frequently a
title of honour, it partook more of personal cha-
racter.

All these names were significative.  The two
first were for the most’ part simply descriptive
of personal characteristics, such as Flavus and
its derivative Ilavius, signitying wyellow-havred.
The two last were usually honourable dis-
tinctions.

We may find an example of these four names
in ’ublius Cornclius Scipio Africanus, one of
the most illustrious of the sons of Rome, were
it not for the shadow cast upon his fame by
the tragic story of the Carthaginian Printess
Sophonisba.

In this instance the pranomen preceded the
nomen. )

Publius was a name of good augury, signitying
one honoured by the people.

Cornelius, the name of this distinguished race,
was also a name of good augury. It might be
said to have a threefold significance. It de-
rived from the Latin cornu, a horn, it sug-
gested cornucopia, signifying a horn of plenty,
abundance; or as a cornet, a trumpet, it might
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have scemed prophetic of the far sounding of
the name. If derived from the Greek (korone),
it signifies a 700k, a bird of good omen.

Scipio signifies a staff. This was a name of
honour won by a Cornelius, founder of the family
of the Scipios, who had been as a staff daily to
support and guide a blind father.

Africanus was a title of honour conferred by
acclamation when the conquerors of the Cartha-
ginians returned in triumph to Rome. In con-
nection with the subject of names a noble answer
of this hero is recorded in history.

‘The talent for remembering names has been
called a ‘royal gift,” but in 1'e])ubhc'm Rome 1t
was so necessary for the candidates for public
tavour to remember the names of their fellow-
citizens that certain slaves called nomenclators
were in constant attendance on the great men of
the city. It was their duty to make themselves
acquainted with the names of the citizens, and
in a low voice repeat to their masters that of
cach individual as he drew near. Some men
prided themselves on not requiring the services
of a nomenclator. On Appius Claudius vaunting
himself on this accomplishment, Scipio Afrlcanus
replicd that ‘his greater care had been to make
his own name known to his countrymen, than to