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Foreword

The following pages embody an interesting
literary piece in Sanskrit belonging to what is
generally known as the Campt class of composition,
The work owes its interest mainly to the fact that it
comes from the pen of the famous Bane&vara Vidya-
lankara whose name as a poet is familiar to all students
of Sanskrit in Bengal and whose reputation as a jurist
like that of his illustrious contemporary, Jagannatha
Tarkapaficanana, rests on historic associations of the
transitional Bengal of the 18th century. Apart from
the merits of the composition as a literary ov quasi-
historical produection, with which the learned editor
has dwelt at some length in the Introduction wherein
he has said almost everything that requires to be said
in this connection, the piece has another interesting

‘feature which seems fo have escaped his notice. If
is the depiction of the spiritual journey of the soul
as known to the Bengal Vaisnavas from the days of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. And it seems to me
that this was the chief object the author kept before
his mind.

It has been shown for instance that man, under
the gracious auspices of the Enlightened Master,
proceeds in quest of the Divine and after an arduous
and difficult journey through various fields of spiritual
experience ends in realizing the object of his existence
in the Supreme Delight of Divine Ecstasy. The soul
is bound up in a triple coil of gunas during its
mundane career and is under the subjection of Maya.
It is being constantly harassed by the foes within
(i. e. the evil propensities), which are in an unholy
alliance with the outgoing senses led by the fickle
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Mind. The pilgrim’s progress of the soul continues
till it finds itself landed in a pure region, graphically
represented as square in form (reminiscent of the
Caturasra spoken of in the Brahma-Samhita or of
the same in the Adhara Cakra). [ is the realm
of “Suddha Svabhava” or Pure Nature, Here it finds
contact with Sattva (=t@g —Company of the pure),
described as o pool of fresh water, and drinks to its
satisfaction.

The result of this holy association is attainment
of mental purity followed by the dawning of an
unexpectedly pure joy and the removal of all sorrow.
It is in this stage that the soul has a glimpse into its
true formn. Thke visio: of the Abede and Form of
Pure Love (Siww{™) obtained at this time indicates
that the manifestation of this Love is an invariable
concomitant of this stage. Ibis worth noting that of
the three gunas constituting the bonds of the soul,
the lower omnes, viz., Rajas (red) and Tamas (dark),
disappear at this moment In fact, the purity of
mind (&gwaa@rg) referred to in the text synchronizes
as much with the vision of the soul in itself as with
the vision of Prema-Bhakti. This Bhakti is to be
sharply distinguished from the Jsftwfs of the
Gaudiyas and the "= of the Vallabhiyas, and
may be recognized at once as the Trmeagt #fH® and
gfgafe of the two schools, respectively. It is
generally agreed that this kind of Love alone is
capable of leading to the Ineffable Joys of Eternal
Brndavana where the Divinity is divested as it were
of its majesty and might and appears as the sweet
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Beloved of the loving soul. These joys are most
seoret and delicate, before which the splendours of
the Vaikuntha and even of the Supreme Brahman are
said to pale into insignificance. The Prema-Bhakti
once roused into activity never ceases and the soul
in company with her makes further progress in the
direction of the Divine.

It passes through all the holy places on its
way, thereby showing that the spiritual experiences
represented by Brndavana Lila are conceived to be
the highest. The pilgritnage of the purified soul
up to Brodavana stands for the gradual elimination
of the residual quality of sattva (white), the lower
two guvas having already disappeared, and it is a
graphic picture of the advancement of the soul into
the Transcendental Regions beyond the three gunas,
where even the sattva has no place or function.
In other words, Brndavana is above Nature
consisting of the gunas and is aprakrta, as described
in the Vaispava works. Entrance into Brndavana
is followed (?) by a bath in the Jumna, which
cleanses away all sativa except a faint trace of it
still adhering. The loss of sattva is fantamount to
loss or transcendence of mind. This bath leads by
degrees to the highest purity of the mind which
reveals again the soul in its purest form, no longer
in threefold chains as before but with a vestige of
the whibte coil only left which is on the point of
dissolution. — The egoistic physical cousciousness
as related to the body is gone and hence though
the soul is in the body, it does not yet touch it.
This is sta@g or detachment, a mark of the pure soul.
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This is followed by a temporary lapse of
consciousness due to absorption of the mind-stuff
in the Divine Essence. Though short-lived, it hasg
the effect of initiating the Final Transformation
which is completed by a plunge into the two Kundas
of Radha and Krsna. The waters are emblematic
of the spiritual radiation of the Divine Couple and
a plunge in these causes the little sattva clinging
to the soul to vanish altogether, and the soul rises
a new and emancipated Being, supernatural in
character, free from all bonds and transcending
Msaya. The six foes are now turned into serviceable
attendants (and not destroyed). Itsbody is merged
in the Vimana of Prema-Bhakti, which means that
the substance of its natural body is then transmuted
into Love. This is Jivanmukti.

The next stage represents the gift of Divine
Eye by Divine Love ( Sawfw ) to the soul, which
enables it to have a vision of, and access to, the
eternal Lila of the Divine and all its mysteries.

‘What has been said above is enough to show
that the principal object the author had in view in
writing the work was to describe the gradual ascent
of the soul from the earth-bound consciousness into
the summits of Divine Life and Consciousness,
The editor with the resources available to him has
spared no pains to make the edition wuseful. It is
to be hoped that the work will take its proper place
in the history of Campfs in Sanskrit literature.

Benares. GoriNATE KAVIRAJ,



Introduction.
I. Tae Poer axDp BIs WORES.

One wishing to write the life histories of Sanskrit
authors of by-gone days, always finds oneself greatly
handicapped by paucity of materials. In this unfor-
tunate land of ours many authors who had a dis-
tinguished past, sank into oblivion as soon as their works
ceased to be extant. Even the fortunate ones whose
literary productions have been read and taught to this
day, cannot boast of any authentic personal history.
No wonder, then, that our poet, Pandit Bape§vara
Vidyalankara, who has been known to the Sanskrit
scholars of Bengal chiefly through a few of his extempo-
re verses only, will come under the same category.
Banesvara, however, did not live in the dim ages of
the past, but flourished at the time of the foundation
of British rule in Bengal. Yet, excepting such of
his works as have been discovered and a few personal
anecdotes that have come down to us, there are hardly
any materials on which his life history may be built.
Nevertheless, an attempt has been made in the
following pages to present to the reader in a connected
form a sketch of his life, based on these scanty
materials.

Pandit Bapegvara came of the well-known
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Sobhakara! family of Guptapalli* or Guptipara in

1. Sobhakara Bhatticarya was descended from Daksa
of Kadyapa gotra—one of the five Brahmanss who came from
Kanauj to the court of King Adi$ara of Bengal. He was a
man of vast learning, and by austere practices acquired
supernatural powers. BaneSvara writes about him :—

rREY et gtia: gfisat
famaaa mfaaTfegotrgai: |
wefiet saguagey:
ef& SWITA 9eRT AIQRAET |l
Candrabhlsekarn, Act. I. SL 39.

The genealogy of the poet as preserved in his family is
given below :—
Daksa
Sulocana
Vasudeva
I
Halayudha (grandson)
Sobhakara (grandson)
Madhava Kaviratna Agnihotri (great grandson)

Srikara

l
Srikantha (grandson)

Vamanavagisa
l
Paramananda Yadavananda
Raghavendra Krsnakisora
Visnucandra Kalidasa Siddhantapaficinana
R'a'.madleva Mathuresa Vidyalankara

I
BANESVARA
2. 'This village stands on the Bhagirathi at a distance
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the district of Hooghly, Bengal. The family gave
birth to a host of scholars well versed in the different
branches of Sanskrit learning. The exact year of his
" birth cannot be ascertained. But the following
episode® in his early life enables us to arrive at an
approximate date. On the Syamapiija night in the
month of Kartika in Sakabda 1594 i, e. 1672 A. D.),
Mathurega Vidyalankara,* a kinsman® of our poet,
offered prayers to the Divine Mother Kali, reciting
one hundred and five extempore verses in Her praise
in the presence of a number of guests. On the latter
expressing regret for the loss of this beautiful stotra,s
Bane§vara who was then a boy of only seven, gave
out that he remembered it all though he had heard
it only once. When asked to recite the whole stotra,
“the boy prodigy amazed everybody present by his
extraordinary feat of memory, and his great achieve-
ment made his father cry out in cestasy, ‘“‘Banu
also will be a Pandit when he grows up”’—a prophecy

of 48 miles to the north of Calcutta. It was formerly a
renowned centre of Sanskrit learning.

3. See Caritastaka Part II. by Kalimoy Ghatak ;
Bangla Abhidhana by Subalcandra Mitra.

4. gﬂ@iﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁ' AgIBfA;—runs an old verse.

5. See Genealogical Tree.

6.  sigfafamiy gered wuedfaf

SR Ageda wdor srfewEgla: 0
It was composed in 1594 Sakabda or 1672 A. D.

Mathure§a added four more Slokas when the whole stotra
was reduced to writing. The work goes by the name of
SAATHRIB(AHI. See amIEeqela®r edited by Pandit Sripati
Kaviratna.
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that proved true to the very letter. Thus 1665 A, D,
may be taken as the approximate year of the birth of
our poet.

Bane§vara’s  grandfather, Visnu Siddhanta
Bhattacarya?, was a poet of outstanding merit. His
father, Ramadeva Tarkavagisa®, was a great
Naiyayika. It is said that he had learnt the whole
of the Mahabharata by heart.® The name of our poet’s
mother cannot be ascertained.. His brother was
Ramakanta Bhattacarya, whose son Balarama
Bhattacarya'® was the Dewan of Maharaja Mahipa-
nardyapa Singh of Benares during the regime of
Warren Hastings. In those days paid service was so
much looked down upon by the orthodox Brihmanas
that when Balarama offered a large sum of money to
his poor father, the latter would not even touch if
with his hands, rejecting the son’s offer.

7. See Text, Verse No. 265. No work by him is extant.
Here is one of his stray verses:—
nsraeauamaﬁamrﬁ F& FEATOW, |
e 5 yeifepdfa wsaear Ssodtdar i
Bharatavarsa, 1Ind year. part II. No. 6.
8. The following stray verse is ascribed to him :—
wlwefy defigafa Sgoaad
wafea goar s3af worfa wishy St |
gugtata €34 Aafs afy gega at ‘
&g firfiarfods fefemnfedk st

9. See Caritastaka Part II,

10. He was deaf and was known as ‘Bahra Dewan'.
A Sivalingam installed by him is still to be found near -
Kalabhairava in the city of Benares. He had no .son,
HIS da,ughte: s descendants live in Calcutta and Benares. -
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Banefvara sat at the feet of his learned father and
‘mastered - the different branches of Sanskrif learning
within a very short time. Hearing of his fame as a
‘great Sanskrit poet, Maharaja XKrspacandra'' of
Nadia—himself a generous and accomplished patron of
letters—invited him to his court and made him a eourt
poet. Here Bane&vara spent a few years delighting
his patron and the courtiers with extempore verses
revealing purity of conception, delicacy of fesling and
extraordinary poetic fancy. A quarrel with Bharata-
candra, however, made him leave the court of Nadia
and seek his fortune elsewhere.'*

Then we find our poet seeking the favour of
Nawab Aliverdi Khan!3 of Murshidabad. From

11. He was born in 1710, ascended the throne in 1728
and died in 1782. He gathered round him a galaxy of
scholars, of whom the famous Bengali poet Bharatacandra,
-Sadhaksa Ramaprasada Sena, the celebrated astronomer
Ramarudra Vidyanidhi, author of Sarasarmgraha, Muktarama
Mukhopadhyaya; famous for his extempore Bengali verses,

" Maharaja’s teacher of Sanskrit, Pandit Kalidssa Siddhanta
of ‘Guptipara and Banpe$vara Vidyalankara were famous.
"Gopal Bhand—famous for his ready wit and sallies of mirth-—
also lived at his court. See Nadiakahini by Kumudnath
‘Mallik ; Maharaja Krsnacandrariyasya  Caritam by
“Rajivalocana  Mukhopadhyaya ; Caritagtaka ; Ksiti-
$avarh§avalicaritam; Tirthamangala by Vijayarama Sena
Visarada.
12. See Navakrsnacarita by Bepinbehari Mitra.
13. Baneévara himself says so in the following Sloka—
s fERaTancay aaRvawE i
qamaTwagsonafaay X R farmar )
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Murshidabad he moved to Burdwan where Maharija
Citrasena was not slow to appreciate his poetic
genius. He lived there with the prince till 1744
as one of his entourage. It was here that the poet
first found an atmosphere congenial to his creative
genius as is evidenced by the fact that two of his
works—Citracampi and Candrabhigekam?!4—were
composed at the instance of Maharaja Citrasena,

After the death of Citrasena which sad event
took place in 1744, BaneSvara again sought the
favour of Maharaja Krsnacandra of Nadia.
Needless to say Krspacandra received him back
with open arms?s.

Then we find our poet living under the patronage
of Maharaja Navakrsna Deval® of Sobhabazar,

adds Bfarsafid adasaead
agxd quandd wawazard w4 gafd o

Alivardi Khan, the maternal grand-father of Nawab
Siraj-ud-daula, ruled from 1740 to 1756.

14, This is a drama in seven Acts dealing with the
story of the destruction of the Nanda family by Capakya
and the enthronement of Candragupta. Dr. Krishnama-
chariar in his History of Classical Sanskrit Literature
wrongly ascribes its authorship to Ramesvara.

15. It is said that at Banesvara's unexpected retum
to the court of Nadia Krsnacandra jokingly said to the
poet FAITA Hay |

Quick was the retort of Bane$vara—

gt Twigy afy: eawrargsdm: fadt |
AT graewsfen gasinad s 0

16. The founder of the Sobhabazar Raj famlly,

Maharaja Navakrsna was born about the year 1732 A. D.
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Calcutta. Nothing could be ascertained as to when
and why he left the court of Nadia and came to
live in Calcutta. Navakrspa had the greatest
regard for Bape§vara. He had a house constructed
‘for the poet on the Upper Chitpur Road near
Sobhabazar. The house no longer stands, but the
poet’s descendants are still living near the old site.

In 1755, Bane§vara went on a pilgrimage to
Benares and composed his Ka§ifatakam.'” He had
visited the holy city once very probably with

Maharaja Citrasena, just before undertaking the
work Citracampf,is

He was a Persian preceptor to Warren Hastings as far
back as 1750. Clive made him the Munshi of the E. I.
Gompany. He was a great friend of the British. He
played an important part in the negotiations that the
Honourable Company carried on with Mir Jafar, the
Emperor Shah Alam, the Nawab Wazir of Oudh, Maharaja
Balavant Singh of Benares and Shitab Rai of Bihar.
The Emperor conferred on him the title of Maharaja
Bahadur in 1767. He died on 22nd November, 1797. .
See Bharatavarsa, 19th year, Part II, No. 5;
Sabdakalpadruma ; Navakrsnacarita; Memoirs of Maharaja
Nabakissan by Nagendra Nath Ghosh.
17. In his srtea®q he writes :—
+ gk giafSaafaticfinf) andden ara:

dhelvmfadssi gafad ardamran |

wrqul sliemrmimasEafiadt saatamg

HFAT qEAA o fgsataa: sheartiaae: o SL. 101.
18.  agmfyad warfy aawfod gzereaay

saaey @fafy ngEEsd Ardtadasar |

ACATED _FENH A T ot '

sitarauifa & fieg et s=fy &Y 0 Ibid SL. 36,
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In August 1755, the Emperor Shah Alam
conferred. the Dewani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa on
the East India Company, During the Mohammadan
rule civil disputes among Hindus were decided by
Mohammadan judges helped by orthodox Sanskrit-
knowing Pandits according to Hindu customs and the
Sastras. After standing out as Dewan, the Honour-
able Company continued the practice for a time, but
very soon they felt the need of a codification of
Hindu laws in the manner of English Codes. Warren
Hastings asked Bapesvara to compile a Code of
Hindu Law. This book written in Sanskrit and
compiled with the help of ten other Pandits, goes by
the name of fyagwiadg.'® As Sanskrit-knowing
Englishmen were not available in those days, it was
fitst translated into Persian by a Sanskrit-knowing
Moulvi and then from Persian into English by

19. The penultimate Sloka of fimrgmiady gives the names
of the whole body of compilers :—
A ERE TR Qe ST |
AvmEsnesgsinaEEafans: |
afi: SOMEEATAGEIaEs: |
u’iatmﬁ%a 53} g EFIG TATATH 1
Of these Sitarama Bhatta was very probably a Maratha
Brahmana. It took two years to compile this work. It is
in 21 sections (tarangas), and contains 1632 Slokas. The
opening verse which is perhaps from the pen of BapeSvara,
runs thus:—

fadtet ool saregsel: agwfFamf-
4 segganlfamrafafel: Aarmaae: |
seRegisfivant fiearedts an
Mfag: soar gUEEIOE FafaEd a1g 7 |
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Nathaniel - Brassey Halhed?® This translation went
by the name of ‘A Code of Gentoo Laws’ and was
printed in England in 1776,21 Thus was formed the
nucleus round which the Hindu Law as administered
in British courts at the present day in Bengal, grew.
‘Whereas this compilation enabled the English judges
of the time to decide civil cases of the Hindus, it
deprived the Pandits of Bengal of the proud privilege
which they had been enjoying from time immemorial,
and "this wrought a deterioration in the knowledge of ‘
the Dharmagastra among them.

While at Calcutta, at the instance of Krparama
Ghosh,*? Bane§vara composed in Sanskrit a

See Notices of Sanskrit Mss. by M. M. Haraprasada
Sastri. Vol. 10.

20. N. B. Halhed (1751-1830) came out to India
as a writer under the E. I. Company. His Bengali Grammar
published in 1778, is the first book to be printed in Bengali
type in India. He published other books also. The Sanskrit
Mss. collected by him were purchased by the British.
Museum. See Encyclopazdia Britannica.

21. See Notices of Sans. Mss. by M. M. H. P. Sastri,
Vol. 10; Gleig’s Memoirs of Warren Hastings, Part III:
Monckton Jones’s Warren Hastings in Bengal 1772-74:
Macdonnell’s Sanskrit Literature.

22. He was the eldest son of Rama§ankara Ghosh who
lived at Pathuriaghata in North Calcutta. He was a
brother of Ramalocana Ghosh, Dewan of Warren Hastings
and grandfather of Khelatcandra Ghosh. Krparama passed
the evening of his life at Brndavana and died childless.
See HIATIFLIYN by Visvesvara.
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Mahskivya of 20 cantos named Rahasyamrtam?®?
on the model of Kumarasambhavam.

The year of Bape&vara’s death is nof known.
But there is no doubt that he lived up fo a ripe old
age. If our supposition that he was born in 1665
A.D. be correct, then he was a centenarian at the
time of the compilation of fFrr@adyg. This may
sound improbable these days, but a centenarian in
possession of powers was not a rarity even fifty
years ago. Pandit Jagannitha Tarkapaiicanana®* of
Triveni, District Hooghly, Bengal, died at the age
of one hundred and eleven and refaining his mental
alertness to the full till the last day of his life.
Krparama, one of the compilers of fyargiatady, died at
the age of one hundred and twelve and his son, Rama
Tarkalankara, at the age of one hundred and four,

23. In this work the poet describes the life and
austerities of Parvati on the mountains, her marriage with
Siva and the final departure of the couple for Varanasi where
they take up their abode.

24. This renowned Sanskrit scholar was born in 1695
and died in 1806 A.D. Many stories are told about his
wonderful memory. At the suggestion of Sir William Jones
he compiled faargagIda, a digest of civil laws of the Hindus
—two parts of which—on contracts and succession—were
translated into English by H. T. Colebrooke in 1796 and
published in 1797. This is known to the legal profession
as Colebrooke’s Digest. See Kane’s History of Dharma

Sastra, Vol. I.; Dawn of New India by B. N. Banerjee;
Caritastaka.
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and, so far as their mental abilities were concerned,
none the worse for their age.?®.

Besides the works mentioned above, Banesvara
composed several Khandakdavyas, viz, Hanumat
stotram, Siva8atakam, Tarastotram?® and some
others2? descriptive of the powers and greatness of the
Divine Mother and all fine specimens of melodious
poetry.

Sanskrit scholars in Bengal are already familiar
with the exquisite stray verses?® of our poet. So far
as the art of composing extempore verses is concerned,
he stood unrivalled among his contemporaries. Given
& line he could make up a stanza forthwith proving
that he possessed unquestionable poetic talents.
-~ Unfortunately, most of these Slokas are lost, but the
few that are extant, reveal unusual richness and depth
of meaning and draw unstinted admiration from
connoisseurs. Poets who exhibit their talents in the
composition of extempore verses, do not, as a rule,
display their capacity as authors. = But our poet
combined in himself the two opposite qualities to a
remarkable degree. This shows how superb his genius
was.

25. The editor is indebted to Pandit Syamdacarana
Kaviratna, who is related to the family of Krparama, for
this piece of information.

26. See Sribharati. Vol. I. Nos. 7, 8.

27. See Sribhartai. Vol. I. No. 4.

28. Some eighteen such verses are to be found in 3ge-
@r: by Pandit Parpacandra De Kavyaratna Udbhatasagara,
B.A. See also Caritastaka, Part II.
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In Bengal Banpegvara seems to have been the
last of the line of poets who had made their mark
.in the field of classical Sanskrit literature. No
vwonder, therefore, that we find a brother poet
~bewailing his death in terms highly -eulogistic
-of him :—

farar faca: wtaar fow
QAT AGTS T |

FoigEwATAiTee gust
giargar @R

.1I. Tee Porr's PatroN, MAEARAJA CITRASENA.

Maharaja Citrasena belonged to the Burdwan
:Raj family.?® This ancient family has been well
known since the time of the Emperor Aurangzeb.
At the time of the foundation of British rule in
Bengal, the members of the Raj enjoyed authority
+like any of the independent princes of the time and
- maintained armies of their own. They hailed from
~Kotli in Lahore and were Kapoor Khattris.

Towards the end of the sixteenth century a
" Punjabi Khattri, Safigama Rai by name, went on
a pilgrimage to Puri with his family. On his way
back he reached Baikunthapur, 3¢ a village near
~Burdwan.®!  The village was then a centre of

“29. "This short history of the Burdwan Rajfamily
has been compiled chiefly from the monumental Bengali
Encyclopaedia.,, Visvako§a, edited by Nagendranath Basu.

30. See Bengal District Gazetteer, Burdwan Division.
- Vi§vako$a, however, calls it ‘Raipur’.

31. The Markandeya Purana mentions Vardhamina.

According to the Jains it was named after Mahavira who
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great trade. TFinding it a suifable place for
commerce Sangama Rai settled there with his family,

After Sangama Rai's death, his son Bankubihari
Rai carried on trade at Baikunthapur and amassed
a great fortune.

Bankubihari Rai’s son, Abu Rai, chose Burdwan
for future habitation. He was a famous businessman.
When in 1657 the Emperor Shah Jahan sent an
army to suppress a revolt?2 in Bengal, Abu Rai
helped it with food and conveyances. In recognition
of his services the Emperor made him the Kotwal
of Rekabibazar, Ibrahimpur and Moghultuli and
conferred on him the title of Chaudhuri,

. After Abu’s death his son Babu Rai succeeded
him and added three more Parganas to his Zamindari.

Babu Rai’s son, Ghanadyama Rai?3, became the
ruler of Burdwan after his father's death. It was he
who excavated the tank, Syamsagara, which has
existed even to this day.

preached his religion among the uncivilized people of this
place. Sher Afghan, the husband of Mihr-un-nis3, afterwards
the Empress Nur Jahan, was the Fouzdar of Burdwan
under Akbar and Jahangir.

32. Sultan Shuja, the Emperor’s second son, set up
the standard of revolt on hearing of the dangerous illness
of his father.

33. He was also noted for his gifts of land to temples.
Runs an old verse :—

qatnra Ry sasais qiwan )

yawein faslo Yfgdaeraear
3
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Krsnarama Rai succeeded his father Ghanadyama,
as ruler, In 1694 he was honoured with a ‘firman’
from the Emperor Aurangzeb confirming his title as
Zamindar and Chaudhuri of Pargana Burdwan. In
1696-97 Sobbha Singh, a petty zamindar of
Chetua Barda, Golap Singh, R&ja of Vishnupur,
Raghunatha Singh, zamindar of Chandrakona-—all in
the district of Midnapur—raised the standard of revolt
and, with the help of the famous Pathan Sardar
Rahim Khan of Orissa, advanced to Burdwan, slew
Krenarama in a pitched battle and made all the
members of his family captives. The female members
of Krsnarama's family, thirteen in number, committed
suicide by taking poison. His son, Jagatrama, fled
from the palace and thus saved his life.?® Inan
attempt to outrage the modesty of the beautiful
daughter of Krsnarama, Sobha Singh was stabbed to
death by the heroic lady.*® Unable to bear the shame
of the insult, she then turned the weapon against

34. See English in Bengal by C. R. Wilson; Stewart’s
History of Bengal ; KsitiSavarm$avalicaritam.
35. Ksitisavims$avalicaritam, however, says that
Krsparama scenting danger had already sent Jagatrama
to the Maharaja of Nadia :

sraeai wfIaETSTRAl AR AT A AT
arfafiregram adamgTTFATaTd TRiRtRgEY aRmEHT aRTa,
------ q (FSTara:) qRATEa aTa Iefera g favaas, e siw-
Fraarard SAearfol ST gasaaen it ST SYaTETE |
RritmdneSeaitan | |ga: ofisd: |

36. Wrfag  gUREAw:  geEgiiar  dWeT
weaEmmrafEa  fevnaeenfedomgrsgiien  gegR
faqrRRat geemmon wwiged afematai  Ibid.
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herself and thus died by her own hand. Later on
Jagatrama drove away the rebels with the help of
Zabardast Khan¥, son of Nawab Ibrahim Khan of
Dacca, and became the ruler of Burdwan. In 1701
the Emperor Aurangzeb confirmed his title as
Zamindar and Chaudhuri®®, He was, however,
stabbed to death in 1702.

Jagatrima had two sons—Kirticandra and
Mitrasena. After Jagatrima’s death Kirticandra
succeeded him. In 1706 he obtained a ‘firman’ from
the Emperor, confirming him in his title as Zamindar
‘and Chaudhuri™. He was a man of bold and adven-
turous spirit. He made war on Himmat Singh,
brother of Sobha Singh who had killed his grand-
father Krsnarama, and seized his zamindari. Subha
Bingh’s two accomplices, Golap Singh and Raghunatha
‘Bingh, were also punished. He seized the zamin-
daries of several landlords of the Hooghly district
‘and added them to his own. He died in 1740.

. -After the death of Kirticandra, his only son,
:Citrasena, sat on the throne. He dispossessed several
zamindars of their estates and added them to the
family estates of the Burdwan House. In 1740 the
Emperor Mohammad Shah conferred on him the title
of Raja’™. Citrasena was a patron of the Muses and was
himself a man of letters. He gathered round him a

_galaxy of Sanskrit scholars. He showed much valour
"in fighting against the Marathas, He repelled their
37. See Stewart’s History of Bengal.

37 a,b&c. See aduraUWdWIgsfi@ by Rakhaldas Mukho-
padhyaya.




(20 )

attatks several times, bub to ensure the safety of the
person and property of his subjects he chose to live
in the city of Visald® lying between Triveni and
Grangasagara leaving Burdwan under the charge of
his minister, Manikyacandra. No better acoount of
this prince can be had than what the poet himself ha.s
given in Citracampt. He died in 1744,

The subsequént history of the Burdwan Raj
family may be given in brief. After Citrasens,
Maharajas Tilakcandra, Tejeandra,” Mahtabcand
and Aftabcand became the rulers of Burdwan, in
succession, All of them were great patrons of
jearning. Maharaja Tilakcandra earned undying
fame by making a gift of about five lakhs of bighas
of land for the maintenance of Brahmanas and Hindu
temples. Maharaja Tejcandra began the work of
‘translating the Raméyana, Mahabharata and Hari-
vathsa into Bengali, but before the work was
completed he was carried away by death. His’ work
-was taken up by his worthy son, Maharaja Mahtab-
cand who got the Epics in their Sanskrit original
printed and distributed free among the Pandits -of
‘Bengal at an enormous expense. Sir Vijayacand

38. The site of this city has not been identifiel beyond
doubt. It is strange that during the last two hundred years
its name has {undergone such a change as to baffle attempts
at complete identification. M. M. Haraprasida Sastri thinks
it to be Kaugichhi near Shyamnagar, E.B.R. (24 Parganas).
Pandit Syamacharana Kaviratna thinks it to be Chitraganja near
. Budge Budge (some 20 miles south -of Calcutta) where .in his
boyhood he saw old mounds covered over with jungle. - .« e
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Mahtab, G.C.I.E,K.C.8.1,I. 0. M., the present
Maharajadhiraj Bahadur, is a patron of literature and
the leader of the landed aristocracy of Bengal,
There is hardly an ancient Brahmana family in
Western Bengal that is not in the enjoyment of gifts
of land from the Burdwan House. No wonder,
therefore, that Burdwan is regarded as the premier
Raj in this part of the province commanding the
respect of the high and the low alike. '

IIT. CiTRACAMPT —A QUASI-HISTORICAL AND
QUASI-GEOGRAPHICAL KAVYA,

The charge is usually levelled against the ancient
Hindus that they had no aptitude for writing history.
The charge is hardly tenable.®® Dearth of history
-among them was in part due to their supreme
indifference towards things temporal. But whenever
they cared to write history, they did it with g
commendable regard for truth—regardless of the favour
or frown of the rulers under whom they lived—
and their impartiality was such as might put the
chroniclers of the medizval period of India and even
some modern historians to shame. Réajatarangini,
Vicitravilas, Manacaritra, etc. are historical works

39. Sir A. Stein in his preface to Rajatarangipi
answers the charge thus:—

«It has often been said of the India of the Hindus that
it possessed no history. The remark is true if we apply
it to history as a science and art, such as classical culture
in its noblest prose works has bequeathed to us. But it is
manifestly wrong if by history is meant either historical
development or the materials for studying it.”
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of which any nation may well be proud. No doubt
foreign invasions had played havoc with the literature
of the Hindus—both sacred and secular——and this
also may be held to account for the paucity of
historical literature among them. How we wish
Woestern historians of the modern age had not allowed
their racial prejudice to get the better of their sense
of impartiality and walked in the footsteps of Kalhana,
who in the Upodghata (Introduction) to his great
historical work Rajatarangini truthfully declares :—

FEq: @ TF W, WIS ESFa: |
JAAFIR TET TATEAT GLEAA I
Bane&vara who was a Pandit of the old school,

has given in this book an account of the Maratha raid
in Bengal. Unfortunately the account is very brief.
But the pen-picture of the dire calamity by which
the people of Western Bengal were overtaken, is so
vivid and truthful that it might do credit to any
modern historian. The poet refers to the Maratha
raid of 1742. A very brief history of the state of affairs
in Maharagtra prior to, and contemporaneous with,
that event as also Nawab Alivardi Khan’s heroic
resistance, may here be appended.

~ Students of history know that Sahu, the grandson
of Sivaji, had been brought up at the Moghul court.
After the- death of Aurangzeb in 1707, he was set
free. He came back to Poona and sat on the throne.
But as he had too long been kept a prisoner with
the Moghuls, he had not the making of a good leader.
He had none of the fire and vigour of the great
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his hands into those oi the Peshwas—the prirne
ministers. It was during the rule of the third Peshwa,
Balaji Baji Rao, that the first Maratha invasion of
Bengal took place. Bané§vara holds Sahu responsible
for this depredation*® , but students of history know
that neither Sahu nor the Peshwa Balaji had anything
to do with it.

With the decline of the princely house of Sivaj,
Maratha military captains rose to eminence and
founded the different ruling houses that went to form
the great Maratha Confederacy. Raghuji Bhonsle
was one such. He sent his general Bhaskar Panth
at the head of a large army to exact chouth from
Bengal at the point of the sword.

After suppressing the revolt of Mirza Bagar in
Orissa, Nawab Alivardi Khan was marching in a
leisurely fashion back to his own capital, Murshidabad,
with a small force barely 8000 soldiers strong. When he
was encamped near Midnapur, he got the news that
Raghuji’s general, Bhaskar Panth, was advancing with
40,000 horse4! through Panchkot.42 'The Nawab

40. Gangarama in his Bengali poem Maharastrapurapa,
and Bharatacandra in his Annadamangala, express the same
view. See .Maharastrapurana in the Vabgiya Sahitya-
Parisat-Patrika, part IV, 1313 B. S.

41. According to Maharastrapurana the number was
40,000, according to Riaz-us-Salatin 60,000. But according
to Maratha Mss. (See Grant Duff’s History of the Mahrattas)
the number was ten to twelve thousand.

42. Or Pachet. Modern Barakar, Raniganj and
surrounding districts:
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did not attach much importance to the report and
proceeded on his march. But after he had advanced
a few miles, news reached him that the Marathas
had already entered Bengal and were about to fall
on Burdwan.*® Alivardi at once hurried forward to
the city with a view to put his heavy baggage in it
after which to encounter the enemies. He reached
the outskirts of Burdwan and encamped on the
embankment of a tank called Ranidighi. At dead of
night44¢ the Marathas swarmed round his camp
unawares and looted it. Skirmishes in which neither
party suffered much, went on for about a week4® when
Bhaskar Panth proposed to quit Bengal on payment
of 10 lakhs of rupees. Alivardi indignantly refused
payment and made up his mind to push his way
to Murshidabad, re-assemble his scattered forces and
then to give fight to the marauders. He wanted
his camp followers to stay behind at Burdwan with
the greater part of his heavy baggage, but they had
grown faint-hearted and would not agree. So the
retreat of the Nawab was hampered greatly, and on
the first day’s march a furious fighting took place
near Burdwan in which he had to suffer considerable
losses in men, tents and artillery. When he halted
for the night reduced to dire straits, he sent a
messenger to the Mardtha general agreeing to pay"
10 lakhs of rupees, but Bhaskar Panth now pitched
his demand to the tune of a crore. Alivardi would
not submit to -this humiliating demand, and on the

next succeeding. day resumed his march to his

" 43. See Siyar-ul-mutakherin.
44.45. See Maharastrapurana.
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capital—harassed all the way by the Marathas,
but every time repulsing their attack. He kept
up a running fight for three days on end,and on
the fourth day reached Katwa after suffering severe
privations and hardships.4¢ Four hundred years
before the birth of Christ ten thousand Greek heroes
led by the great Athenian General Xenophon went
into ecstasies at the sight of the distant shores of the
Huxine Sea at the end of their historic retreat from
Asia and embraced one another with tears of joy.
With similar feelings of relief did Nawab
Alivardi Khan’s soldiers enter Katwa—their haven
of rest. Here the Nawab encamped on the bank of
the Bhagirathi and very soon received -re-inforcements
and provisions from his capital, Murshidabad.

Bhaskar Panth would have returned to his
province but for Mir Habib, a former employee of
the Nawab but now in the service of the Marathas

46. The sufferings of the Nawab’s army during its
march to Katwa knew no bounds. The country through
which their way lay had been completely ravaged by the
Marathas with the result that both the Nawab and his
soldiers hardly got anything to eat and had to rest on the bare
ground. See Siyar-ul-mutakherin.

Holwell in his ‘Interesting Historical Events’ pays a
glowing tribute to the Nawab and his men, thus :—

«If we consider the retreat of these Veterans...in all
its circumstances it will appear as amazing an effort of
human bravery as the history of any age or people have
chronicled, and we think it merits as much being recorded
and transmitted to posterity as that of the celebrated
Athenian general and historian.”

4
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after having been taken captive by Bhaskar Panth
after the battle of Burdwan, He represented the
folly of throwing away sorich a prize as Bengal
without an effort and advised the Maratha general
to pass the rains in the providee promising to supply
provisions for his men. And now before the Nawab
could reach his capital, the Marathas under Mir
Habib swooped down on Murshidabad, carried off
the wealth of the banker Fatehcand Jagatseth
and rescued Mir Habib’s family from the city.

During the rains Bhaskar Panth with the help
of Mir Habib laid waste practically the whole of West
Bengal and a part of Orissa causing untold miseries
to the people.*?

47. This is known as ‘Bargir Hangama’ in Bengal.
In this work the poet uses the Bengali word ‘Bargi’ for
the Marathas. The word is a-corrupt form of the Marathi
word ¢Viragira’ meaning a trooper. The raid struck such
a terror into the hearts of the people that it found mention
in the following rhyme sung in West Bengal while putting
babies to sleep :—
Q5 g 99 G 6 7w AW |
FHIRY am /I Tetar 7 R
«“Baby has fallen asleep, the quarter has become quiet,
(but) the Bargis have entered our land, the bulbuls (birds)
have eaten up paddy-grains ; how to pay the rent!”
About the disastrous effects of the Maratha inroad on
the economic life of the people, Holwell in his ‘Interesting
Historical Events’ writes thus :

“Insecutity of person and property overwhelmed the
mierchants, and manufacture’ of the country was thereby
greatly affected. Many of the inhabitants, weavers -and
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In October, 1742, when the rains were over, the
Nawab crossed the Bhagirathi all on a sudden with
bis troops to fight the Marathas. At this unexpected
attack Bhaskar Panth fled to Midnapur. Alivardi

husbandmen fled, the Aurungs were in a great degree
deserted, the lands untilled, and the wretched fugitives,
who had escaped with nothing but their wives and children,
and whatever they could carry in their hands, thought there
was no safety for them until they arrived on the eastern
shore (of the Ganges).”

About their cruelties the same author writes further
on:—*“They detached a strong body to Bukchs
Bunder (Hooghly) which they attacked, took and plundered
perpetrating everywhere the most execrable cruelties, cutting
off the ears, noses and hands of many of the inhabitants
‘Whom they suspected of concealing the wealth or valuable
moveables, sometimes carrying their barbarity so far as
cutting off the breasts of women on the same pretence,
neither sex nor age proving any security against these
enraged barbarians.” See also Maharastrapurana ; Riaz-us-
salatin.

Macaulay in his inimitable style writes thus about their
raid :—

“Whenever their kettledrums were heard, the peasant
threw his bag of rice on his shoulder, hid his small savings
in his girdle and fled with his wife and children to the
mountains or jungles—to the milder neighbourhood of the
hyaena and tiger.” See his ‘Essays Critical and Historical’.

For a detailed account of the Maratha raid and its
effects, the reader is invited to consult a most recent and
authoritative work, ‘Alivardi and His Times’, by Professor
Kalikinkar Datta, M. A., Ph. D. (Cal.), published by the
Calcutta University, 1939.
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Khan advanced to this place and defeated the
Marathas. They lost heavily in men and departed
from Bengal. The Moghul Emperor now sent Safdar
Jang, the Nawab of Oudh, to Alivardi Khan's rescus,
but the Oudh ruler’s behaviour at Patna was far from
friendly. Besides, Alivardi had already inflicted a
crushing -defeat on the Marathas single-handed and
had now no need of any extraneous help. So at his
request the Emperor ordered Safdar Jang to go back
to his kingdom.

The Marathés continued to invade Bengal almost
every year till 1751 when Alivardi Khan purchased
peace by yielding to them the province of Cuttack
and agreeing to pay annually twelve lakhs of rupees

as the chouth of Bengal,
* % ¥

Lastly, Citracampi has also some geographical
value. The poet herein describes the holy places and
the deities he had seen in his dream during his aerial
flight with Prema-Bhakti Devi. Obviously, he has
recorded his impressions about these holy places
gathered during his visit to them most probably in
the company of his patron, Maharajd Citrasena.

IV. Lirerary EsTivars.

The present work is a Camp@.** A Campt
is an elaborate and highly artificial composition in

"48. Visvanatha in his Sahityadarpana (14th century)
defines Campa. thus :—
aquad Fred SrqREatiaiad |
It may be mentioned in passing that up till now about
150 Campas have been discovered—as a reference to the
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mixed prose and verse. This style of eomposition
became very popular after the tenth century-A.D. and
was chiefly in vogue in Southern India. A Campl
gives great latitude to the author in that he is left free
to use either prose or verse according to the
suitability of his theme. In other words, he can
express his ideas in prose where prose is suitable or in
verse where prose is not likely to produce the desired
effect. The readers are also relieved of the monotony
that would otherwise result if either prose or verse
were continued throughout, and are treated to a
variety of melodies through the use of different kinds
of metres.*® ’

We have already referred to DBanedvara’s
remarkable skill in composing verses on the spur of
the moment without any previous preparation.
Sanskrit scholars could hardly persuade themselves
to believe that such a giffed poet could ever remain
satisfied with the composition of extempore verses
only. This surmise that he must have produced
works of a permanent nature proved true when his
Citracampi was discovered. Besides being the
earliest account of a Maratha raid in Bengal, it has

different catalogues of Sanskrit Mss. shows. Most of these
are, however, unpublished.

49. Bhoja (l1lth century) praises the Campu style
thus :—
TargTeREtA g :
TR qrawear Sfedy atf: |
aERTEATg SEREIEST garg
sequaearRat  y@ar afiar o
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enabled us to form an estimate of his ability as
an author,

It is clear that Subandhu’s Vasavadatta and
Béna’s Kadambari served our poet as models for the
prose pieces in this work. Though essentially a
poet, Bane§vara did not feel in the least handicapped
in writing classical Sanskrit prose.®®  His prose
pieces are written in the Pafcali style®! of
composition. Following the dictum of rhetoricians,
especially Dandin, that a profusion of compounds
gives life to prose composition,3® he makes use of
long rolling compounds formed of words that show
his complete mastery over sound and sense. His
style like that of other prose writers is generally
ornate and pedantic. Like them he shows great
skill in stringing together puns,3® but like Subandhu
he does not make a fetish of them. The figures of
speech he makes use of are very effective and are &
proof positive of his great command over the

50. Bane§vara comes off with flying colours when
judged in the light of the dictum #1¢l watat fawdt agfi@ quoted
by Vamana in his stsaregnasgis on 1o g L. 3. 21.

51. wegrday: @Rl gER: qraETet afafisad |

52, oftw: GETEEEERag Taeq Mivar—sreargd, L 80.

53. Mode of speech based oua Slesa (puns) is known
as Vakrokti which has been raised even to the position of
an Arthalankara. Subandhu, Bana and Kavirijs are famous
for this kind of speech :—

gurgulnaga sfiaw e
amfRegorage fed g at v
See QTR by AU |
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techniques of rhetoric.  Poetic conventionalities
apart, he seems to have been a keen observer of men
and things and of Nature, as the description of his
patron’s court, of various incidents and of forest
scenes, shows.

"As already mentioned, Bane§vara was a poeb to
the core, and his reputation as a bright luminary in
the firmament of Sanskrit verse has been fully
sustained in this work, Slokas resplendent with high
poetic imagery and beauby of expression—veritable
poetic gems!—are scattered all over the work., His
verses are generally sweet, elegant and graceful.
Special mention may be made of the melodious hymn
to Yamund and Govindadeva, which cannot but stir

_the hearts of cultured people.

According to modern ideas, the chief defect of
his style consists in this that the work is replete with
puns on words and abstruse allusions But heisin
good company, for Bana’s and Subandhu’s works are
of the same category. Brought up as Bane§vara was
in the traditional school of classical Sanskrit, it was
only natural that he should walk in the footsteps of
his predecessors. Again, when we remember that
our ideas of literary style are different from those
held in ancient India, we should think twice before
condemning his involved language, puns on words
and recondite allusions as blemishes.

Though a Sakta by practice and persuasion,
Bane&vara seems to inculcate Vaisnavite Vedantism
in this work. This may lead the readers to
a misapprehension as to the particular religious beliefs
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he held, Along with Vaisnavite Vedantic doctrine
he inculcates the tenets of the Sakta school as a
reference to Satcakrabheda shows. Thus in this
work there is a happy amalgam of the teachings of
the two different sectarian schools of Hinduism—a
fact which proves that sectarian orthodoxy had no
place in his composition.

Possessing, asit does, wealth of description, vigour
of narrative, chaste and learned diction, elegant and
graceful verses, the work entitles the author to rank
high as a poet.

V. The Text

The text is based on a single Ms., viz, the one
presented by H.T. Colebrooke to the India Office
Library. The No. of the Ms. is 939a. There are 61
Foll. and its size is 12" x4". The paper used is of
the yellow country-made variety. The handwriting
resembles good modern Bengali handwriting. The
Ms. gives nejther the date of the copy nor the name
of the scribe. It bears the usual characteristics of
Bengal Mss,, viz, reduplication of consonants with <
(more than 60 per cent of such consonants being
reduplicated), non-differentiation between & and =
and confusion in the use of certain letters of the
alphabet having similar appearance and sound.
Excepting obvious mistakes of spelling in the use of
W, ¥ and @, Wand @, g and §, T and & and 7 and 7,
all scribal mistakes have been noticed in footnotes.
By a reference to the Ms. readings the reader will
know that besides committing mistakes of the afore-
said kind, the soribe sometimes does not make Sandhis:
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or compounds of words, transposes syllables, uses
redundant words, omits or repeats letters and words
and fails to read certain letters of the Ms. from which
he was copying.

For the sake of simplicity and uniformity, the
practice of reduplicating consonants with T has been
abandoned in this edition. The omissions . of the
scribe have been filled in with letters or words that
seemed plausible and they have all been enclosed in
brackets. The punctuation marks are the editor’s
own. In the face of so many scribal mistakes the
work of emending has not been unattended with
difficulty, since editing had to be done with the help
of a single Ms.

VI. Date or COMPOSITION.

As mentioned by the poet himself (Text, Page 12,
Line 11), the Maratha incursion took place at the end
of the Saka era 1664, i. e. in the beginning of April
1742 A.D. Obviously. the poem was composed after
this date. The poet himself says that the book was
composed in ZTTH wIATFaRTATATGR (Text, Page 89,
Sloka 267). Just below this verse =®EFN: &'E
has been put by the scribe. We cannot arrive at this
date unless wrs stands for the figure 6, though it is
usual to take mi® as 3. Apparently Frat®4 has been
taken here to mean SHg.

54. The word %1 led M.M. Haraprasada Sastri into an
error. In his article on BapeSvara Vidyalankara in the
Sahitya-Parigat-Patrika he gives the year of composition of
this book as 1741 A. D.

~—See Sahitya-Parisat-Patrika, No. 3, 1338 B. S.
5
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Anv analysis of the Poem.

After the usual benedictory verses the poeb
introduces the hero of the poem, Maharaja Citrasena,
who is an ideal ruler endowed with all the qualities
that characterized the famous kings mentioned in
the Hpics and the Puranas. Then follows the king’s
routine of morning duties. He rises early in the
morning and after bath in holy waters performs both
kinds of Sandhy3s. Then entering a white temple he
worships his tutelary deify with various kinds of
flowers and other offerings and recites stotras—some
of them being of his own composition. Coming out
of the temple he reaches the place where the
Brahmana priests are busy making oblations fo fire and
recifing sacred hymns and the scriptures.  After
worshipping the Lord Siva he falls prostrate at the
feet of his Gurudeva, He next beckons to a cow
named Gafngs, feeds her with fruits and makes
obeisance to her. He takes his meal with his friends
and relatives after feeding the Brahmanas.

He has a minister named Manikyacandra who

is a oclever administrator, a veteran soldier and a
patron of learning.

Then in the middle of the month of Vai&akh in the
Saka year 1664 (1742 A.D.) when the people are in the
midst of peace and plenty, the army of the Maharastra
King, Sahu, bursts upon the plams of Bengal.

The people already aware of the extremely cruel
nature of the raiders, are at a loss to know what
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to do. With their families and valuables they leave
their hearths and homes—their cry of distress filling
the surrounding atmosphere.

The king to ensure safety to his subjects leaves
the capital entrusting it to the care of his minister
and marches with a large army to the great city of
Vigala lying befween Daksina Prayaga and the
meeting place of the Ganges and the sea, where he
stays for some days.

Here also he offers worship to gods and goddesses,
gives away wealth to the needy and the Brahmanpas
and enjoys the company of the learned.

Dismissing his court after 10 P. M. he enters
his bedchamber led by an attendant. Sitting on his
snow-white bed he performs Satcakrabheda and then
courts sleep.

One night it so happens that he has a wonderful
dream. He finds himself ready to go a-hunting.
A grand hunting party consisting of elephants,
horses, dogs and camels carrying nets, musical
instruments and other requisites, is organised. His
footsoldiers carrying hawks on the palms of their
hands and other attendants are ready for the start.
The 'usual ceremonies over, the king mounts his own
elephant and moves out. They leave behind human
habitations and enter a forest inhabited by various
kinds of birds and animals and resounding with noises -
and sounds set up by its denizens afraid of their own
safety as well as by his own men.
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They see a noble deer fleeing towards the west
and give chase to it. Bub the king inadvertently
rides many miles ahead of his companions. The sun
sets, he is unable to trace the deer any longer, and
feeling very thirsty and tired he wanders about on
horseback in search of water. Soon a beautiful square
plot of land grown over with various kinds of trees
comes in sight, and riding fast he reaches it in a
second. There he finds a beautiful lake named
Satsangasaras—the very sight of which removes his
fatigue and fills his heart with joy.

Dismounting he leads his horse to the brink of
the water for a bath and a drink. Then tying the
animal to the branch of a tree on the bank overgrown
with green grass, he himself descends into water and
offers his evening prayers. He is at a loss to know
how and where to pass the night, when a voice
according him welcome to a city close by assails
his ears.

Next his eyes fall on the form of a tender child—
strong ropes of red, blue and white colour round his
neck, one end of which is held by a dreadful-looking
old woman—riding a horseless car without a driver,
The child is constantly lashed by six monsters and
tyrannized over by a very restless person with five
" deceitful followers. All these, however, presenfly
disappear as if by magie.

Then an ethereal voice bids the king rest that
nightin the beautiful city to which he slowly advances.
Entering a magnificent palace he is led to the divan
of ‘Prema-Bhakti Dev®’ before whom he prostrates
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himself. The goddess raises the king from the floor,
seats him by the side of her throne and refreshes him
with fruits and drink from the Satsafgasaras’, She
then declares the king to be free from worldly
bondage, tells him that in fubure she will not part
company with him and promises to show him
Brndavana the next morning in her chariot drawn
by his horse. He sleeps on a bed at the foot of the
throne of the goddess. :

The day dawns, the king gets up from sleep, and,
his morning duties over, comes to the lake where he
finds gods and other supernatural beings engaged in
bathing.

Then yoking the horse to the chariot both start
on their journey to Brndavana. The goddess points
out to him, Angadesa, Champa, Magadha, Harihar-
kgetra, the confluence of the Ganges and Gandak,
Mithila, the Sopa and Karmanasa, the Vindhyas
and Varanasi. Reaching Varanasi and then Prayaga
they have their bath in the holy stream of the
Ganges, perform the necessary rites and then fly
fast towards Brndavana—the goddess pointing out
Ayodhya on the way. Reaching Brndavana they
bathe in the YamunA and perform their evening
duties. The king again has a glimpse of the tender
child, but before he is able to inquire of the goddess .
about him, he suffers from a temporary loss of
memory. They listen to a sweet hymn in praise of
Govindadeva and bathe in Syamakunda and Radha-
kunda. In reply to the king’s question the goddess
now explains the allegorical meanings of everything
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relating to the child. She says that the tender child
is the Jivatman, the three ropes are the three gunas—
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, the horrible-looking old
woman is Maya or Avidyd, the horseless car is the
human body, the six monsters are the six evil
propensities and the restless person and his followers
are the manas and the buddhindriyas, respectively.
In this way she expounds the principles of Vaisnavite
Vedantism,

Informing him that he has attained beatitude
during his very life time, the Devi endows the king
with the divine vision which enables him to witness
the transcendental lila at Brndavana. Both now
worship Gopis§vara, The goddess then presents the
king to Lord Krspa and Radha who after showing
high marks of favour, bless him. Then they depart
for the city of Visala via Ayodhya as ordered by
Lord Krsna.

Visiting Mathurs they reach Ayodhya where they
bathe in the Sarayu and pay their homage to Rama
and Sitd, On their way back the goddess points out
to him the confluence of the Sarayu and Ganges,
the Dardari kgetra, the hermitages of the sages Valmiki
and Cyavana, and Janakapura. Bathing at the
confluence of the Gandak and Ganges, they
reach Gaya on the Falgu where they perform the
usual rites. Then they visit in succession Mandara
where they worship Madhusiidana, the gods Vaidya-
natha and Vakre§vara and lastly Pancakita where
they pay homage to Rama, Laksmana, Sitd and
Hanumin. The car now arrives at Ambika where they
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worship Devi Siddhesvari. Then visiting Brndavana-
candra and Ramacandra at Guptapallipuri they fly to
Triveni where they perform ablutions and finally reach
Vigals. Here the goddess showers blessings on the king
and his minister Manikyacandra, and, recommending

Banedvara to the good graces of the king, enters
his heart.

The king is awakened in the morning to the
strains of music by the musicians. Then his morning
duties over, he relates the dream to the Brihmanpas
of his court who congratulate him on his singular good
fortune and bless him.

The poet brings the romance to a close after
giving the king’s pedigree as well as his own.
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On page 6, Foot-note No. 1. the mame of Banesvara’s
great great grandfather has been mentioned as .
Paramananda. Bat the poet while giving his'
pedigree in the Text (Verse, 263) mentxons hls
name as Rama.












