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The poor climber in the picture
whe has tangled with the goat is
abviously poing to get no sympathy
from the party doing the "'Class 7'
buterexs.  For these two  tope-
bedecked ¢linbers are jealous fp ses
him gain-all thar aleirude 20 quickly
without che labor of pounding pltons,
drilling befc holes and wanipulacing
countless ropes.

We don®t know, of course, thar the
gaat episode is an-sccident, Probab-
ly ithe goar is merely defending [rs
possesmion of a pleasant suany
ledee, but the other climbers seem

ta have suspicions of 4 cunning plan.

Indeed the goat seems to have pro-
pelled our hero quickly pase o troub-
ledome bluak spot In the wall, and
he now has his hand on & *"Thank
God** hold that might pur him within
sasy reach of the summie It is just
peasible the goat hns been carefully
trained for this job, and the climber
may bave padded his pants well in
preparation. 1 o, we feel sure he
considers b ia having miuch moee
spore than the pair hanging o the
burrress in stirrups.

Certainly’ the new technigue will
bave to be argued pro and con, on
and on, by climbing devotees From
heee o Nepal before it can be gener-
ally accepted. Is it sale? In it prac-
ticable? And above all, iz it schical ?

The gqueation of ethics in climbing
Is- always poad for a rousing Arpu-
ment. Any climber has handy on his
tongue  some  scathing comments
about eechnigues or eguipment ol
which he doean't approve. Hur o the
nop-climber the whole problem s
somewhat sbscure. For aszuming ane
wants to get to the top of A mountain
{strange os the notion is!) why is he
not justified in using any method his
ingenuity can devise?

Now ethics is usually defined a5 a
code of motal or professional con-
duet, For elimbers it should cemain-

ly include consideration [or the nex:
party to ¢limb. Be agreeable colocal
residents, with whom future climbers
will come [n contace. Don't leave o
litter along the rowe or on the sume
mit. Leave che cliffs as you foand
them, if at all possible, so they will
present the same problems o the
nekt ¢limbers: (Only in special cas-
€5, it seems o us, where a particu-
lar elub desires to ser up permanent
romte on its’own home tocks, is
desirable o leave hardware in @
climb. However the mateer is some-
whar controversial. )

This moch might be copstrusd as
“‘moral conduce'. But when we pet
inta “'professional conduct' we are
faced with 4 wide varlety of opinions

and no book of rules o st us

straight. Here we encounter the con-
eroversy over the e of oxvgen
equipment in the Himaloyas; and
read Furious arpuments about ‘'arei-
ficial aids"™ and mechanized elimb-
ing. We hear it rumored thar Bricoin's
tenowned A, F. Mummery was once
blackballed from the Alpin= Club for
climbing withous = guide, And like
ax not we are told that sur swn 2limb
up Practice Rock doesn’t count, be-
caude we used our knees or hung an-
to & "‘veperable hold". (Trees and
bushes are {llegal holds in sevaral
climbing elubs. Reaching a high
ledge with the knees instead of the
feer 15 sometimes convenient, f un-
graceful, However, wame folks stoor-
ly insipt it is "'wrong"™)

Climbing is & non-competitive spon
nnd a8 such needs oo =randard set
ol rules. Climbing seems to appeal
o individualises, swho Llike to make
their own reles. Bur most climbees
discover, sooner or later, thar they
do need 0 make some kind of roles
for their own enjoyment of the sport,
whether or not they are like anyone
else’s,

Those who climb FEverese or Kan-

chenjunga, perhaps, need make po
teservations as to how they jgor
there, That they swood on the summic
i5 testimony soough o their climbing
skill. Put even in the world's preases
est mountaing fe will not always be
so. More and moee  high-powered
equipment will make the ascenrs
=asicr, while the remaining "“Firsea'
get lewer. Can't you hear the Bricish
scteum when the Americans, or the
Getmans  of Hussians, Snepg some
last mighty peak by shooting porters.
and supplies to high camp by rocket?

In our domestic elimbing, how we
reached the. summit is usually as
meaningfol  as  which summic we
reached: Did we take the easy hiking
trail or climb the difficult ease ridge?
Ot did we pur a new roote up the
face — and if so, what technigue was
required? (¢ perhaps we made it 4
winter ascent on skis of snowshoes.

Wyoming's Devils Tower is. an
example of an all-reck peak where
no pasy route exisce-and anvone met
on top would be presupposed to be a
climbér. Yet besides the two cegilar
climbing routes and eight other
routés regulting varying Aamounrs of
direct gmid, folks have teached the
summit by wsing a ladder of woeden
pees. by climbifp a fixed rfope with
Prussik loops, by helicopeer, and by
parachuse!

Helicopters can go almost -any-
where nowadays. New flying gadgees
the Army is experimenting with may
be even tougher competition for che
climber. When we say, like Mallory,
thar we elimb the mouncaln ""besause
it ls there, we lay ourselves open
to the guestion, ""Bur why don't you
g0 by helicopeer??”

So we should recognige thar we
climly, not because we mist reach
the summit, but because we like o
climb. Clibing is a game and as
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“anything for safety,
nothing for direct aid”

comtinued from page thirtern

stcl needs some rules and regula-
tione. lost a5 a fiaherman reserices
himself to che use of a light line For
better sport, o the climber will de-
eide what methods best sule his iden
of =port on the rock ar-hand.

There is much to be said for the
Beitizh rock climbing teadition which
dispenses with pitons and  other
mechanical tomfoolery. Cereainly it
i 8 job o climb pnburdened with
hammer and hardwirs, and thers i
doubeless fua (if your jedgment is
good and your nerves are sceady) in
making long relarively unprotected
leads:. Climbs of a high depree of
difficulty have been done this way,
and theé British climbér, ro become a
feader, musr develop skill and bal-
ance he wouldn't need if he elimbed
with pitons. Nmurally, chere are
many  places he cannot go withour
pitons, but it is eqially tree that if
nathing i= mpossible, neither 1=
anything n challenge,

The weakness in this system, we
believe, is that courape playvs @
bigger male than skill. Theee 3= al-
ways the temptation to toke chances,
and he who is willing to take ehune-
eq (ne whao' lacks the good sense ro
know he is waking rhem).can go plac-
e= a saler climber wlll not,

Mo=e LS. climbers prefer to use at
least an occasional piton for safery,
One =et ol srandards, which we

personnlly  prefer, is anything  for
safety big nothing for direct aid. In
this system we usc pitons for helay
purposes — perhaps oo liberally -
or, if we can' flip the rope over-a
handy rib for an wpper belay, well
and good. Howewer, we ace particu-
tar to climb che rock as if the rope
and hardwire weren't there, So we

can be as chicken-livered o= we like,

bur chere is seill ample challenge o
our elimbing skill.

Our principles do lead ro ehe ridic-
ulous at times. We remember well the
hee-haw ‘we pot from Sierra Club
climbers when we made o ''climbing
ascent™ of Hall Dome using che
tourise hand-rails. for belay points
Howewer, we climbed arrictly on the
nariral rock and at least sacisfied
ourselves that the face s climbable,

Some folks are of tog pracrical s
mind to drive s piton and then nor
use it: Some; indeed, secm om o
tealize that merely by scanding on a
piton, ‘o by making a simple tope
pendulum, they are crossing the line
into direct-aid climbing. Others pre
fer this sort of climbing because it
calls into play adeptness and inge-
nuity with ropes and equipment. And,
of coutse, it gets one to places he
eould net otherwize reach.

On che coher hand , direcr-aid climb-
ing lacks freedom of movement and
the fascination of seiving natural
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reck problems which are never torice
alike. To a lurge extent it roplaces
the challenging  quescion, “Can |
elimb this piech?' with the less en-
thosiastic, "'is it worth the eifort?""

Bur direct-aid advocates: usually
set limies vo their mechanization too.
For many vears, it wns customary to
justify a direce-aid pitch by saying
it led to an enjoyable "'legitimate"’
climb above that would have been
inaceessible ‘otheswise, In this lme
iced sense pitons for dirsce aid had
become guite fushionable at the time
of the firse Shiprock adcent. But the
use of cwo expansion bolea (for safe-
ty. only) on thar clipbh seemed to
require o lot of explaining. Anocher
point of view was demonstraced on
Yosemire's Lost Amow. Feeling the
first parcy chenced by lassoing the
summit  and elimbing the rope in
Prussik Ioops, another growp unders
took the arduous job of doing a
aeraight-forward tension climb wirh
pirons and boles from the botrom,

The eleimare in mechanized climb-
ing i% now available, bor ax far as
we know it hasnt yet passed any
climber's code of ethics. It is & bele
gun; used in construction jebs, which
fires a bolt into nasoney or rock with
an explegive charge. It is only &
mateer of tme, most likely, until
someone introduces this gadget o
the climbing field. The gun will be
heavy to charry; bor che saving in
time and energy deilling balt holes
will be tremendous, And think of the
new routes it will open!

In the years to come other marvels
may appear, adherive grippers for
hands and feer, or anti-gravicy de-
vices. They may divers the climbers
for a while, and certainly they will
give the  old-cimers samething to
scream  abour. Bur fortunately the
old climbs will seill be there for
those who want o climb by rmore
primitive methods.

Though it will surely be annoving
when jet-propelled sightseers spical
arownd us as we labar up the clifis,
there iz ar least one consoling
thought. In rthe leng run enly those
forms of the sport which are éssen
tinlly worthwhile will survive.



THE CLUB
ENCOURAGES
A BROAD
INTEREST IN

THE OUTDOORS

\.\\
o ——
-
g g g g N

i,
——
=2
S
p—
‘.‘-_.l'.ﬂ'-l'




