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BURLESQUE LIFE

JEFF. DAVIS,
BY M'AROKNE.

EFFERSON
DAVIS had the
signal misfor-
tune to be born -

8d day of June,
eighteen hun-

thieves as any
other part-of the
terraqueous
globe.

By the time he
was old enough
to swear correct-
1y, his father re-
moved to Wood-

nstan&a; not toi;lllyt
: pon change o
residence. -

Fortane, however, favars the bold, and Old Davis was a bold man.
By laboring industriously at cottonpl’anﬁng and draw poker, he suc-
ceeded in accumulating the property of several th hbors
in a high-toned and chivalrous manner, and concluded to give his
son the education of & Sonth?rn gentleman. -
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Acoordmgly, little J Jeffey was sent to Transylvania College, wherc he
learned reading, writing,
arithmetic, geo-
metry, syntax, bot-
any, secession, hydro-
graphy, nulhflcahon,
trigonometry,
ty, and a vagiety of other
useful knowledge.
After licking hxs tutor,
he graduated with all the
honors, and was consid-
ered ready for a term of
_study at West Point.
ere he earned the
warm regards of his fel-
low students by the skill
‘wie?,whic he'compoun-
.the ble-bm:iei:tduls s
al 0! manner
in which he"cdnsamed
them. - In this Yabor of
love he was generally
‘assisted by several who
have since largely dlsﬁnguislmd ﬂ:emselvee in ths confedcmte army
snd mavy. ., S
CHAPTER IL -

- N 1828, Jeff graduated for the second
um% and West Point was obliged to
gil. him up. It is to be observed that

region of country has never done

At ﬂﬁl perlod, Jeff. held a commission
as brevet sei:oltxl? lisutenant ,hanot ‘t,h:
highest rank in the service, perhaps, bu
just see how much better than beiug
fourth corporal ! .
Our héro was now, for the first time in
ll!s life o gentleman,—that is, an officer
regular army; snd it is well
mwn that all regnlar army officers are
{lemen, without exception. R
g%h chivalrous and noble savage got
.his heaniifully-painted back up, at about
this peripd, am'r began scalping the fron.
,ﬁer settle under the leadership of the
red chief, Black Hawk. -
: An almost interminable ruotion en-
‘sued; in which th¢ Iadians were accus-



1
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THE CHIVALRBOUS.SAVAGE,

. HOW JEFP, WAS PROMOTED.
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Our proud young lieutenant assumed his most martial expression,
put on a new pair of epaulettes, unsheathed his virgin sword, amd
rushed to the frontier of Florida ia a mule-cart. The spectacle
was said to be sublime ; probably sablimer than blazes.

On his arrival, he constructed a gin cocktail for the commanding
officcr, ' who was so delighted withits delicacy and subtleness of flavor,
thathe at once appointed Lieutenant Davis aid-de-camp on his staff,
remar at the same time, that “a devilish fine bar-keeper was
sp’iled when_that young man entered the army.”

CHAPTER IIL

HE cocktails that
Jeff. now mixed in
his official capacity
80 fired his South-
;l;{ hea.r‘t;i that ‘111;

orme: TO!

gies of vu.lor.p

He withstood a
terrific assault
from an old half-
‘breed squaw, arm-
_ ed with g broom,
and con d the
nd with her

or half a mile, fi-

mlli retreating in

ood order pfter

e object of his

reconnoissance

had been attained.

with which this grest stratog vement was socompish d, 4
¢ mo acCom; &

to him the propriety of having a horseto bealz)r him a.:fy-

m his enemies greater celerity than his somewhat large feet
could enco:ix&m .

He accordingly applied for a position as First Lieutenant of dra-
goons, and received his col on soon after,

Mounted, he presented an awfal and gloomy appearance. He was
even at this imm4tare age, a cadaverous-looking Southern gentleman,
babitually wearing & uniform, & sparse goatee and numerous

imples, In weight and complexion, he was inclined to be light; in
g, heavy ; in politics, Democratic ; in war, bloodthirsty but
harmless, In: other mpechi‘nothing of any consequence. .

When Black Hawk and Tomahawk were played out, after sev-
eral years of desultory fighting . . . much prolonged by the general
antipathy for o vigorous prosecution of the war which the noble
Southern army-gentlemen customarily displayed . . . Lieutenant
Jeff, pursued the bubble reputation further into the cannon’s mouth
‘e « » Where it unhappily burst . . . in other.Indian troubles.
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He not only slew, but got slewed. He devoured his enemies ; at
least those of & liquid nagire ; and earned the name of hard drinker,
a hard rider; a hard drill-master, and a hard case generally.

“In June, 1835, after seven years of aboriginal skirmishing on an
original plan, the Indian wars became serious, and Jeff. resigned his
lieutenantcy with becoming resignation.

It is quite ncedless to say that it was instantly accepted.

CHAPTER IV.

FTER eight tran-
quil yegrs of cot-
ton planting and
negro raising . . .
in which last par-
suit he was ex-
tremely skillful
« « . Jefferson Davis
leftoff beinga
Southern gentle-
man and began to
bea Southern poli-
tician.
P Ili 1843, when
'olk *was i
B pomr S
abuse usually en-
dured by candi-
Magistracy of the
y of the
na..uglo:, Jeff. was
chosen elector for
the State of Missis-
. sippi. The intelli-
gent reader is undoubtedly aware that Polk was elected and in
consequence of this fact some flory accrued to elector Davis,

This glory bore him safely, if not triumphantly, into Congress in
the year 1845. He had not been in the military service so long that
he could not be civil at times, and it is said that he behaved with
::marked decency to the gentlemen who announced his election

They all fell under the table in his dining-room a few hours after
communicating the good news. .

But within one short year of this &oliﬁcal splendor, a shudder
swept across the country. The swarthy and monte-loving descen-
dan 1of the Montezumas uplifted his ing blade against our Texan
border, and invited us in wrathfuol accents, to knock the chips of
discord from his athletic shoulder. \

The nation flew to arms. So did the First Missi::ispi Volunteers,
J. Davis harangued them with burning eloguence gin cocktails;
to such supernatural extent that they unanimously elacted him Colo-
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nel of the regiment, 'The then Governor-of Misstssippi drank a sin-
gle cocktall, and instantly. ‘ﬁﬁﬂed'the comnaission, !gtaﬁng that it
was the proudest moment of i§ 1ife . . . whick it probably was.

‘o R . .
‘FBFF A8 A PLANTER.

It is not within the biographer’s province to detail the entire his-
-fory of the Mexican war, nor to relate the conduct of Colonel J.
Davis with reference to his regimental pay-roll
It is, however, to be mentioned that our- hero reinforced General
_Zachary Taylor on the Rio Grande, and accompanied him' through-
out his campaign. .

At Monterey, he led his command into the thick of safety, butat
Buena Vista he made a slight mistake, and got into a place where
there were some Mexicans. He immediately formed men in
the slmg: of a V, with the point toward the enemy. .

The Mexican officers, not realizing that any body could be fool
enough to receive an attack in this position, feared somne new and
hidden mystery in military science, and made but a timid and doubt-
ful onslaught, so that Colonel Davis believed . . . and will, to hislast
dsy ; - .ugmt he had discovered an impregnable position.

*ft kg since been largely tried in Virginis, by varicus Confoderate
es, with different remih. .
There yaa some litile fighting after this, and Jefl. received several

%

—_— Ak e v
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unnvonnd:. was, fortunately,.

until the
‘n"ﬁy complimen by General
wuuotmhsfoolnholooke

X

sad-
omm mh was
lor, who assured him that be

THE HARANGUE.

A little: dog with a new brass collar could not be n)oro Justly
proud thmJeﬂ. was on this occasion.

ing his

He sul tly evinced his gratitnde to the General by marry-
{.n direct opposition to her fa&her’swmhes.y

CHAPTER V.

N July, 1847, tlie term of
service for which the first

" Mississippi was enlisted, ex-

ired, an theirnoblecolonel
ed them from the fleld of
conflict in his accostomed
dashing manngr., On his arri-
val at home, the t and
800d Polk offered a brig-
adier-generalship of State
Militia,

Now mark the instincts of
the Southern gentleman.

J. Davis declined this of-
for, on the ground that the
State alone can commission -
its officers, and that thcir ap-
pointment by tho Hxeculive

v
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would be an infraction of state rights. That is to say, that the Gov-
:;ner of all the states, can not commission a militia-officer for one of
‘them., -
The principle of state rights is & very beautiful one, and adapted
to the meanest oapacitfy.
That is the reason of its popularity in the South.

At about this period, a gentleman who had filled a senatorial chair
in the Missiasipi 1 , had the misfortune to die,and Jeff. was
appointed to take his place.

“Now,”" said his chivalrous and high-toned companions, “ now, we
have indeed & man among us who knows how to make cock-tailsi*®

‘Whereupon, they elected him for the balance of the term.

Of course he d.\X nobly. He arguned that the greatness of the na-
tion depended on the number of niggers owned in Mississippi, and

”n

L‘. S

FOOTE, RUNNING FOR THE GOVERNORSHIP.

that if the Government was to be anent and powerful, it must
be subject to the whine of the sundry and various state rulers,

The continuancy of this sapient curse were as.delighted with his
efforts that when he ran for the Governorship, shortly after, they
elected his antagonist, Mr. Foote, by a majority of nine hundred
and ninety-nine. -

This Mr. Foote, who vanquished Jeff. on that occasion, is the same
ﬁntleman who recently visited this city and was locked up in

dri e-streethisail-. .

Ha had his nose thus put out of joint, our hero retired- to his
farm, licked his niggers, cocktails, and otherwise indulged
in the pleasing pastoral pursuits of the high-toned Southern planter ;
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his amusements occasionally with the more exciting exercise
of a bowie-knife fight or a gouging match. .
Thus he lived, beloved by his neighbors and himself, until 1852,
when Poor Pierce was selected as a candidate for the presidency.
J. Davis then arose, like the lion from his lair, shook the dewdrops

REWARD OF POLITICAL VIRTUE.

from his mane, put on his tailed coat and satin stock, and entered
the political arena with courage in his heart, fire in his eye, & quid in
his cheek and a dirk down his back. .
His stumping was remarkably successful. He used convincing
ents, and undoubtedly advanced some of them in the form of
-a 'V, or may be an X, 80 Poor Pierce was sent to Washington to
smile, and talk pretty to theforeign embassadors, and get very tight,
and have bad portraits painted by Mr. Carpenter, and so on for four

ears.
v Virtue is its own reward, but in politics, not its only. *To the
victors belong the spoails.”” The pretty President recognized the
influence that J. Davis’s labors had had, in electing him, and evinced
his gratitnde by making Davis Secretary of War, a very nice little
berth in time of peace.

Not quite so nice, however, as the presidency, and I am pained to
say that the new secretary grew envious of the new president. So
much so, indeed, that he determined to be president himself, at all
hazards. .. if not of the whole country, of a portion, at least.

While yet filling his post, he saw that the North was getting
stronger than the South, and that his pet schemes of nullification
and state rights wonld soon be obsolete unless something were done
to give the South an advantage.

hen it was that the great Rebellion was hatched, and thelittle
Confederacy planned. . o

The army was at that time officered chiefly . . . almost entirely...
by high-toned Southern gentlemen, whose chivalrous hearts were
rz)e for treason. These were pleased with Jef’saction inincre
the army by four new regiments, introducing light tactics and rif
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arms, and sbove all, by greatly improving and strengthening the’
fortifications of thﬂé'on{hegrrn fro%ﬁex?n and geaooast. the

. ~

P

———
e

Up to this time Mr. Jefferson Davis attracted but Tittle attention
from the public in general. He was looked on simply as one of the
many public functionaries, which it is necessary for the credit of a
free and enlightened people, should be sug)por\‘ed at public ex-
pense, end devote their time principally to their -own private con-

cerns, .

The fascinations of the eapitol, did not however cause our hero
to leave the path of daty, he still mixed his cocktails as faithfully
as ever, ms drew his salary with exemplary promptitnde. But
events were on the tapis that were to make the name of J. Davis,
Esq., shine, like the decaying fish in the Randolphian metaphor,
which shines and stinks, shines and stinks, sir. ~Still, Davis ne-

lected not his spiritual welfare, and Jeff. put many cocktails where
tghey would cease to be a temptation to the weak.
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CHAPTER VL

HEN Abraham Lincoln

and Hannibal Hamlin

were nominated to the

Presidency and Vice-Pre-

sidency, {ho high-toned

of the sunny

South saw & fair excuse

for developing their na-
taral lovelil:mes of charac-

ter.
A they nomi-
nated ccordinglm syetseoyf can-
didates from their own
mty, and swore that if
11 Srapt the Ohitod
WO jsrapt the Unis
sﬂl‘{t;& 11, all
0 very well, a
the time, that if the 'ran
three men for the Presi-
denoy, it would be sure

~

to elect the one who ran against them ;
the gcxf party being divided, and the
uni

Naturally enough, Mr. Lincoln was elect-
ed in November, 1860, and in the follow-
month a secession convention assem-
bled in Charleston, 8. C., and passed an
ordinance, taking South Carolina oat of
thchUnion. Major And loyal
ereupon, Major erson, loyal com-
mander of the (ﬂarlesbon harbor-g:
went from Fort Moultrie, a weak place,
to Fort Sumter, a strong place. His saga-
city was very highly applauded. Then
Jno. B. Floyd, whose gortra.it subsequently
disﬁgnred the Rogues’ Gallery in our New
York police headquarters, resigned his
B:ziﬁon a8 Secretary of War, to which he
succeeded Jeff. Davis, and in which

he had faithfally carried out all the de- HOW FLOYD LEFT THE

signs of that emﬂ:ent bummer.

ather.

fences, '

TREASURY.
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CHAPTER VII.

IGHTEEN sixty-one was ushered in
by a general crumbleof all our solid
institations. It has taken four

to stop that crumble, and it will take
ten more to re-build it. Confidence
was not a public commodity at that
time, though confidence-men were
plenty and sat inhigh places. Arse-
nalsand vessels and forts were seized
everywhere in the South, by State
troops, and the initiatory gun of re-
bellion was fired ¥rom the Morris
Island forts at the steamer Siar of the
West, which was sent-to Fort Sumber -
with ‘reinforcements for Major An-

derson.
Howell Cobb, thitherto Secre!

of the Tre: , had, sent nearly

the income of the Government to the

South, and then, stealing the final six
millions himself, magnanimously resigned. This action, and that of
Floyd and Davis previously, ggve the. chiv: decidedly the inside
track, so when South Carolina gtruck the fifst blow, the other high-
toned States followed in quick succession.

On the 9th of January, Mississippi seconded South Carolina’s
example, and Jeff. Davis, afier maundering treason and fustion in
the Senate about it, resigned, and left also. On his return to his
adopted State, two influential white citizens wished him to assume
g)mg:.nd of hi nngient -iigiment -

o 1st Mississippi—but as that organ-
ization could not be discovered, and
as he had loftier views, he declined,
and employed his energies in the™
noble task of firing the Southern
heart

_Alabamsa, Geo! and Louisiara
all made fools of themselves within
this same month of January, by sece-
ding ; and early in the next, while a
Peace Congress was assembling at
Washington, a Confederate conven-
tion gathered at Montgomery, Ala-
bama, and elected Jeff. ¢ President
of the Provisional Government of
- the Bouthern Confederacy.”

The whereabouts of the said South-
ern Confederacy are at present un-
known. THE INFLUENTIAL CITIZENS.
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On the 18th of February, ’61, Jeff. was formally inaugurated to
his new position, with Aleck Stephens as his Vice-President. It
was said at the time that & president, with so few virtues, could
hardly need a vice. :
dclk;fed. af these gentlemen are reported to have been: very much

On the 4th of March ensuing, Mr. Lincoln was insngurated, and
took the place of the poor, paltry, pat , puny old public fane-
tionary, Buchanan, who earned Some reputation by being
caricatured in the funny papers, but had no other claims to be con-
sidered otherwise than in the light of & poor shoat.

Hereupon Texas seceded.

The Southern heart, meanwhile, did not seem to take fire with
that degree of rapidity which Jeff. desired ; so, in order to give the
ball a fair start, Fort Sumter was bombarded. and captared by the

. valiant and bloodthirsty Carolinians,

FIRST BOMBARDNENT OF SUMTER.

(From a Southern Point of View.)

With this brilliant achievement, the ball opened. President Lin-
ooln, abandoning the policy—or want of policy—of Buchanan,
issued invitations for seventy-five thonsan%hLonng men to pay a.
three months visit to the “s=acred soil.” pro to bea
rather plensant excurgion, the chances of ¢ going down to
ton to Sght for Abraham’s daughter,” who turned out a mythigal
personage after all, were at a premium, and were jum; at with
even greater alacrity than the bounty jamping of after Uvs.

- Unable to say N:&Virghﬂn was carried out of the Union by a
set of rascals imported for the p , eud the Virgin State found
herself in the hands of & Letcher.
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CHAPTER VII.
éuSeBd]N(}EION was soo:
wil an
Jeff. discovegmat he
bad undertakep o re-
markably blgk Jjob. He
got quite sic
about it, and issued a
proclamation for the
equipment of privateers
and the granting of let-
ters of marque, while on
his gick b .
The fight had now ar-
sumed really sericus pro-
portions. Two new levies of loyal troops were short{v called out,
the Rebel Congress began its first regular session, and Tennessee
seceded. Then Arkansas seceded. Then North Carolina seceded.
The first battle of the war, that conld be considered much more
than a skirmish, was that of Bull Run. Most people have probably
heard of it. It was there that Jeff’s, military prowess had its earliest

outlet since the memorable days of his V-shaped manceuvre at

Buena Vista.

He was on the ground in person, and modified Peter Benuregard’s
plans just ericugh to spoil them entirely. The result was that at the
outset the chivalry got beautifully whipped; so beautifully and
casily, in fact, that the raw troops of the Union didn’t imagine it
was poseible, and mistook the last ineffectual rally of the Rebels for
an additional onslaught, fell into confusion, which soon became a
pnﬁc, and ran all ‘may to Washington in dis;rde& 2o .

is was consi v rnst{, especially by
Every editor in the North thought that if he had only been

~

’



b ~ 19

the Rebels would all have been killed, skinned and eaten, and the
stnr-epan&led banner in triumph should wave. etcetera, etcetera.

When the Rebels found that there was no enemy in their front,
theg contented themselves with blowing about their overwhelming
and decisive victory, and sat down behind their works, very gla
that the Union army was running northward instead of southward.
and very much afraid to follow it in any direction.

Afler the battle, Jeff. drove triumphantly into Richmond in an
open barouche, and accegted the entire credit of the victory,in a
most ious manner. Thenewspapers ofthat city a% once asserted,
editorially, that Jeff.-waa a greater military genius than Alexander,
Hannibal, or H. J. Raymond ; and that, compared with his talent,
offensive and defensive, N, Buonaparte and his marshals, not tospeak
of Charles XIL of Swedén, and others, were a set of poor-white
trash whose armies couldn’t have withstood the high-toned legions
of the South ten minutes!

Meanwhile, Peter Beauregard’s gentlemanly and scholarly heroes
were disemboweling the wounded for bowie-knife practice, and
making whiskey-goblets for their sweethearts out of the ekulls of the
dead. Jeff., having now some foundationfor popularity, became the
idol of a large party. They proclaimed the Confederacy a fixed
fact, and@ demanded its recognition by foreign powers. They ex-
tolled Jeff. as the Saviour of the South, and the most admirable
descendant of the cavaliers that ever licked a nigger or propagzated
half-breeds. In & word, things flourished in the Confederacy, and
Jeff’s, darling dreams seemed in a pretty fair way to come to some-
thing. These were his palmy days. Hedwelt at the Spottswood House,

sate the fat of the land and the fullness thereof, drank blockade-
running champaigne, and squandered his ingeniously-contrived cur-
rency, based apon the old but over popular financial principle of
“heads, I win ; tails, you lose.” (The foregoing passage.is intended
to be in the style of Baron Macaulay, only better.)
CHAPTER IX.
N the Febrnary of the following year
—1862—Jeff. was re-elected toythe ]
Presidency such as'it was, by a large
—rather a suspiciously large—majori-
ty, for the full Confederate terra of six
fears. Itis not known that he is like-
y to repeat that term.
No sooner was he fuirly settled in
the chair of the Executive, lhan a
brisk opé)osition began vo assail him,
Some of the newspapers that had
raised him loudest-mouthed, now
eclared him o thief, and, what was
still more impolite, proved it.
This might not have had any great
effect in the face of hitgh successes on
the part of the Southern army and
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navy ; but, unhappily for Jeff, the little affairs at Forts Henry, Pu-
lasg ’an:i’bo):‘:lgon,’md Roanoke Island, Columbus, P:rﬂi y
Hampton Roads, Newbern, Islan@ No. 10., Winchester, Pittsb:
Lmdgl‘:.ﬁ, and others, quite {00 numerous to mention, rather shoo
the faith of the poor-whites, jnst-undergeing the first plensures of

AMUSEMENTS OF THE CHIVALRY.

conscription, in the soundness of judgment displayed by the highe
toned ern gentleman who w’ns spendingigﬁir mongy in Rich- »

mond,

1t is notable that Jeffi’s nobility of soul led him to desire a gentle
and bloodless prosecution of the war—especially on our sgide; He
constantly declared it barbarous and inhuman for us to hang poor
fellows out West, who, out of mere playfulness and exuberance
_of animal spirits, gersisted in farming by day, and throwing railroad
gia‘ll-s tt:g, the ‘t)rac ni’g h|}nnrdering and ping families picking off

G ete ' )
. _All such, ﬁe{:la_imed, were “good Confederates”—meaning bad

‘hristi d if we went.on hanging them, he would retaliate,

In fact; he got retaliation on the brain, at last When General
Butler (peace to his reputation!) issued his famous “ woman order”
in New Otleans, Jeff. proposed to retaliate. When we first ed
a spy, duly and acco: to the laws of civilized warfare, Jeff.
paut forth a retaliation p: tion at once. When President Lin-
coln proclaimed the sldves of armed Rebels free, Jeff. spawned an
ord,lg'fox}remh:i:ln. . this good Confederate President perf

us, for several years, this goo ‘edera! ent perform-
ed but two great public services: the signing of bills for raising
new loans on cotton that belonged to somebocfy else, and orders for
retﬁiaﬁtg: tth;t S n? tthlm ;!xe%.gugmi becoming composed ;

‘time, the mass of: the a8 ing ¢o! of
unwilling oonsaripts, and these not greatly fancying the idea of
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being soundly whipped in every battle, desertions grew exceedingl:
ﬁ-eqtfent, Inydeed,p Ene chivalrous sons of the cavaliers got so usgog
to running away that they took every opportunity to do so, whether
in an engagement or in camp.

CHAPTER X.

HE mighty chieftain, whose his-
tory I am detailing, soon found his
" forces s0 weakened thus, thatin
August, 1863, he offered an am-
nesty to all deserters, promising
them a freespardon if they would
< rgtnrndto his -ﬂd thgxiin a’m:ls within
= ays. ey didn’t do it.
S “Flortty after o Mr. ok B.
A . WSS Floyd rendered his country a
. signal service for the first time
since he became a politician. None other of all his acts ever gave
such real pleasure to the patriotic portion of the nation. .
This he accomplished by dying, on the 26th of August, 1863,
Jeff. Davis would have done
well, both for himself and the
rest of mankind, had he follow-
ed his fellow-traitor’s example,
Unhappily, good tastc wasnever
numbered among his prominent
qualities.
In the ensuing Congress, held
at Richmond, Jeff’s time-hon-
ored and ancient enemy and
rival, Mr. Henfy S.Foote—who
beat him in the contest for the
Mississippi governorship some
fourteen years before—got up
and spoke out, among other
things, some very wholesome
truths, in very plain language.
He averred that the Confed-
was going to the d——l
at a lively pace; which was
trune. That it might easily be’
made a great success; which
was false. That its navy.of
pirates had almostentirely gone
to Davy Jones’s Locker ; which
was {rue. That its sails shonld
by that time ‘ga;e whit:nl:él .
every sea; which was false.
m? its armies were gettiny EFFECT OF HIS DEATH, UPON A DIS-

soundly thraehed on every hand; TINGUISHED CHARACTER.
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were due to the dishonesty, rapacity, incompetence and dcbauchery
of the rulers, espeé Jg& ngistg’whioh was emphatically true,

Sotmo,’indm. it mode Jeff. winoe perceptibly in spite of
his famously  cheek, :

Simultaneously with the attack of this senator, the opposition
news&upm poursd-additional and .inereased volle‘voa of hot shot
into the Presideatfal hulk, until the people began to see how they
had been duped, the army began to be disaffected, and things in -
gleneml looked decidedly mixed. Peace resolutions were offered

f&e Rebel Congress, and every body clamored for a speedy end
of the war.

To mg:: cililiora, Jeff. nded bybs:nding :gmntﬂadonm
armed with plenary power to do nothing but vapor about recogni-
tion, armistice, eto., to which he knew no Union statesman would
listen for a moment. .

Meanwhile, Mr. Lincoln having been triamphantly re-elected Pre-
sident, the cause of the high-toned Southern gentlemen grew more
and more shaky. It appeared, in fact, to be actually upon its last
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! and Jeff., despairing of any other suocess, determined tasteal
aﬁf’ he could carry, and run when hﬂoundheconldmynn longer.

JEFF. AS AN OBATOR. - -

His Secretaries of State and of War, unable to stand the moket
resigned January 20, ’65, and he found it necessary to get up some -
sort of reaction. Accordmgly, he and his few
tools exerted themselves to the utmost, his own task bemg aSpeechi-
fying tour about the country. :

These movements were not devoid of result. Foote, the implac-
able, was exge].led from the Rebel Congress, and went off ip Enrope
on a blockade runner. The armies were likewize by a
new consolidation, a little whiskey, and the appointment of General
Lee General-in-Chief—a sort of mili dictator, which, ‘however,
has not proved so efficient as our naval Dictator.

The enthusiasm thus made to flicker up was but brief and ephem-
eral. It was the last flash of a guttering candle, with a winding-
sheet in the wick, soon to expire in a bad-smelling smoke,

The whole Confederacy now consisted of abcmt as much area as
a smart horse could trot around in three days ; and there were a
good many smart horses trotting around it. Its 'lines were getting
drawn uncommonly tight, and any surveyor who wanted to make g

of it would have a pretly easy time.
e invaluable Confed-

erate mone{ozold, at this
epoch, at about. two cents
.on the dollar, and buyers
were not very anxious to
got it even at that appar-
ently moderate price,

In order, then, to have

somethmgsure,Jeﬁ caused
all the specie that could
be found in his rapidly
bo brought o the Bk cours
e
mond banking houses, and DERATE LiNES
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shoed on deposit. He retained the keys to their specie vaults un-
er his own care—merely as a measure of safety
The taking of Chm'lesam, 8. C., and Wilmington, N. C., following
in quick succession, made still farther trouble in the Confederate
camp, and it i3 melancholy to record that the once mighty Jeff. could
thlng of no better way to restore confidence among his subjects,
than by ordering a general day of fasting, humiliation and prayer.
this for a people who bad been compelled to endure fasti
and bumiliation for many mounths already . ‘
Under all these circumstances, it cannot be considered a remark-
able phenomenon that the Rebel Congress should declare it impos-
sible to issne any more governmental currency. That issued

hitherto could not be given away ; it was therefore judged inexpe-- -

dient to continue printing it.

Two days afterward this memorable Congress adjourned, sine die,
and without appointing a fature place of assembly. Indeed, some
o:‘ El'ﬂn seemed a little incredulous about holding any more sessions
a ]

Dreary, indeed, were those last days of the Confederacy. Mrs,

®A DREADFUL POSSIBIITY.

Davis saw with pain that the joyous spring-time was coming, and
yetnheknewno?‘wlnt sort of ynnet'go get, forahaoonldno’nq
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in what quarter of the world her season might he passed. Poasibly
in some remote and unfriendly region where bonnets are unknown.
{Let me here state that this lady, whose gentle mind was thus
exercised, is not the daughter of G‘;nera.l Taylor, whom Jeff. firat
espoused. She was fortunate enouih to pass from the turmoil and
tarpitude of this world before she had to blush for the ignominy of
her husband. After her demise he wedded a second time, and his
artner then chosen—said to be a grand-daughter of General
owell, of New Jersey—joined her fortunes to those of the desperate

arch-traitor, even unto the bitter end. ’ )
General Grant, 1 the condition of things in Dixie at this
time, at once began a lively little movement along the entire line in
front of Petersburg, and within twenty-four hours that city and

THE MOVEMENT,
Richmond were evacuated. T\]r]i?f were occupied on the 3rd of

April, and poor Jeff. fled to Danville with his family and specie, in-
i ting & wild goose chase, which only terminated in a scemo
ch I shall treasure up for the close of this work, ~ .

It is a fine instance of poetic justice that President Lincoln should
bave lived to visit Richmond, and to hold a levee in Jeff.’s deserted
mansion. Read by the light of this fact, how funny it is to remem-
ber the boasts of the high-toned Southern “editors, that Mrs. Davis
}:ld issned4’ 862.m for a dinner in the White house at Washington for

1 .

[X historian should not be a moralist ; but there is so little that
s moral about me, I may be pardoned the above reflection.}

‘While Jeff. went lightsomely skedaddling across lots toward an
unknown destination, Gencral Grant was suggesting to General Lee
that ke should surrender. .

“T eould hold my ground,” repliéd Lee, “and. fight you forever.
But not without loss of life, and a good general never loses life. -
Therefore, I surrender!”
uVIV’iiltl;'thenewsol’ this surrender, came that of the capture of

0 7
Confederate stocks enced o perceptible decline.
*- _Through swamps and where the minsma and hoptond had it
all their own way ; over corduroy roads and slopes of timber where



‘1o white man had ever traveled or ever will travel withent, feeling
‘hurt when he sits down, went Jeff,, the fugitive President, acoom-

THE FLIGHT. -
panied by bis family, a fow dare-devit.dragoons, and a small wpgon

His ill-gotten specie soon disap; The carts contaliing it
broke down, and the lucre was instantly taken in trost for' Jeff.
by a large namber of soldiers, negroes,.citizéns and others, who
do;lbté.ess intended remitting it to him in a letter as soon as he got
settlod. u !

... It was on a fine Oriental morning in the month of May, while the
little hopscoots were einging their songs of praise, and the dew drops
were ghining celestiall nmonfnthe leaves of the odorous jimson-
weed, that the gallant Fourth Michigan cavalry, under consmend of
.Colonel Pritchard, went slashing around the swamps thst lie adjo-
.%Q the highly Confederate village of Irwinsville, Irwin connty,
There thoy sn:{nsed a rustic camp, guarded by a stalwart but
imid company of high-toned dragoons, who paxtly fled, incontineat
and speedy, and partly surrendered on sgght. L .

A marquee-tent, more closel: %\'ﬂ than the rest, attracted
the especial notice of the inguisitive Michiganders. They:gpromhqi
its otg.ening, and demanded information on the subject of its occu-

pa‘t‘ll hope,” responded an undeniably feminine voice from within,
“that!y,ou will allow us ladies time to dress before you take us pris-
oners i X
Colonel Pritchard being a tender-hearted hero, consented to this
Wmt:' and gave tho ladies some minutes in which to complete
eir toilette. o
At the expiration of their armistios, Mrs. Jefferson Davis lssned
from the marquee, accompanied by o venerable but..awkward wo-
man, who wore a wooden water pail upon herarm, - - .
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- T hope,” gaid Mrs, Davis, « that youn will allow myself and mo-
the:;”to go’ to the spring for some water before you take us prison-

ers .
The soldiers debated, inwardly‘,;_sqhaﬂxqr ar not this could be per-

et

. . THE COMING YORTH. :
mitied ; but meanwhile the mother and daughter were doing well

in the way of making tracks for the swamp.

They ran with considerable ability, and the jovial cavalrymen
might have suffered them to escape, had it not been for a slight
though important accident.

This should teach us the importance of proper education in youth.
Had Jeff. but practiced private theatricals in his early days he
would Erobably not have failed on the occasion of his debute in fo-
male ¢ ter before a Georgla audience.

In clearing the trunk of a fallen tree, Old Mother Davis’s skirts
yielded theig folds to the wanton will of the morning breeze, and an
observant trooper saw, beneath the swaying plenitude of crinoline
and faded flannel, an unmistakable pair of top-hoots!
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CAPTURE OF OLD MOTHER DAVIS.
.-
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“Bootsl boots I —stop him [? cﬁedtheastonished soldicr
oomndestooknpthecry,mdinamomentasooxeofyellow-
trimmed cavaliers were in hot pursuit.

. 'nuembnt onewayinwhichthechaseeonldhmﬂmte.
Mother Davis was surrounded. The decp hood wh!chhad
oonocealed the fagi ve’s eatures fell back, and revealedtbe
mdbntscngg{man groy goateo of tho President
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, “I thought,” he cried, in acoents wild, ¢ your government were
too magnanimons to make war on wonien snd children I”? ’
' ¢ Haw, haw, haw |”? cried the cavalrymen. .

" Kicking, scratching, biting and behaving in an otherwise feminine
manner, Qld Mother Davis was seized and conducted to Colonel
Pribch:&!s headquarters, while Mrs. D, came affer, averring in shrill
accen .

“You’d better not meddle with Mr, Davis; he may hurt some of

youl”?

As hurt is part of the cavalry trade, this timely warning
passecllwmeeded, and Old Mother Davis was soon pergnaded to
quietude by the exhibition of divers revolvers.

With thagart{ were also captured Confederate Postmaster-General

onel Harrison (private secretary to Jeff.), Colonel John-
son (aid-de-camp), and others, The entire gang was forwarded at
once to Fortress Monroe, arriving at that pleasant watering place in
irons; on the steamer William P. Clyde. .
Here he manifested some discontent with his rations, luﬂmnﬁn‘
t it was not ¢ the kind of thing to which he was accustomed,
, &6 This was indeed probable, for since Jeff. has been %ﬁht&
ears of age he has been fed at the expense. of I'ncle Sam—with tii
terval between 1861 and 1865 (when Jeff. left his old bon'rﬁinf
house)—and that old gentleman keeps & tolerably good table. It
is quite natural, however, that the cooks should be a little rougher
than they used to be in old times, some of them having learned at
Andersonville, Millen and Libby, where the aim of the cook was
rather to ea! hunger than to ticke the palate. The doctor now
sends Jeff, all meals from his own table, and Jeff. feels more
comfortable, which must make his friends in the South feel better,
for they still love himr very much there, where they regard him as
the author of all the many blessings which they now enjoy.

Jeff.’s family were sent to Richmond, and thence South, in a few

days. He did not feel able to accompany them for obvious reasons.

Indeed, after arriving at Monroe, he kept his room quite scrapu-
lonslyl,ifreoeiving hardly anyo'nﬁany, gnd leading a geoidedly re-
tired life.

~
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the close of his secl be, 1 know nat at this
writi but I can express what it sliquld: be, accerd-

{0 the verdict of the American people, in this simple illustra-

tion that
Davis,

follows, and which alone can fitly end the Life of Jefferson

. THE END.
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