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L VTLL L JORT CLIaTLL GUIST, of 4 I.oeelic. ivenno, Toordk, in the
cnete o 2 yieioria, ipke ocathh and oy~

I wee ..etir, corr®ssioner for the ,ostralian Rea Cross Sccaety
ia Iu’i.l.l#‘-'_w‘.. ]

T weae to -rloye sio Ontober, 1941, «nd wos attacaed to the

~ihtl. pivisiea L,T.v. By previous wrrongcient, ve werc extoending
castralion Red Crose henefits to “he pritish Forcecs,

/

| 2 e & ax on the 15th Februcry, 1942, I spens
tac vhole of 1y $i2s (e ¢© priacn.....r of wir ot the ch~ng iilitery prisoner
of wor cunp, »xcept rir shwrce tooks al javer Telley Coipe 1 %WaS medicclly
unfit until .,_,;...]_Jt..uu)\.,.:.. 1742, and in that interveung period, Mre. V,.I.
roberts carricd on as ,5u5inp 001::1'.'.133101101'.J

-

- ‘-"l--"'.I

' on the 3ls8% nceecber. 1902, *r. Roberts wus wrestec by the
Jarcuese and inprisored in the gaol ut Qutroi. Rocd. I Yook churge of the
Unit next deyve. T Jisicdiately rwde contact wilh the Cap Corandunttes
orfice cnd inserriec~d Tiewicnon® Tunake, ¢ I put before aii. she wholc
nostion ¢s regerds nui sross, quoting clcuses of tlc Convention. walca I
offocred to quote toc iz in full, Ho sicted tlot he had o covy of the
cenventicn qnd ~a6e nctes of the clauscs that I had quoted, T irforied
hiiz thet we cskel hin for no extra privilcges other thin l lL acvm in the
convention. ¢ o¢iny, asked vhether the Jopanesa h3d signe thc 1929
vrisoncsre of ov gonventior, he wouid 5Live W no dofinite ansver.
govcver, T found froi: subds.gacat c_purlsnpc that they vould guotec clouscs
out of it when it suiitcd theie ¥ guoted to hii: froro the Hague malcs of 19,
ad fro vhat is knovn cs the m2d orcss Convention of 1929. e toog nctcos
of ilicsc, but ncver denied that they opplied., I @lso inade upplications in
tritin. to thce Jupencse. hud writtcu applications were quite useless
ey LeVer on ony occasion answereG <ay letter thcet T wrote 0 tiex:, I
siweys lad to feller it up poersonclly «nd ticy took so littlc intercst
shut very oftoen, when o obtoined ¢n interview, they wroula not 9¢ oblc to
: £and the loctter ithat bl becu written to thew on tac uubJﬁCu-q I was sent
1 by Lieutenct Tuniki. to sec Jiptuin Hachkisuko, wlhie (ppeared ©o o€ LAjutonw
;to GCh-rul ST throuiih his officc I wus perziitcd tc ke contuct
MC. . ,_}Ch.'clz.(,r, thc Thternctioncl Rca Creoes r\.—.,...u cate,witk vion,
'q;ckisuk" inTor=kd i:c, hz had boen ir touch vraviousiy. T had r.ode
npplications for orey through Red (ross charnc.s C d Hqulauﬁd eventually
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y inTormed me thet I cwold outain 40,000 dollars from Mr. Schweizer on a

l
|

proumissory note., Thie mon3y I eventuall'r obtained in )axrch 1943. later
o: in 1943, I was ak)e tc o-tain enother 50,000 dollars, having been told
.. the Leantime ‘ha. .= (r<z™ic 2 m..» we. not « e for the Japanese,
vi.C mer:zly acved as incervcdrvwoio s, but £ seiiv3izer sas willing to lend
und T was willing to barr .w. tha: was ) the.e wes to it. They save the
irpressicn the®t they would gant 162111 .: 23 four a continuation to the obain
ing of loans, but later re:vsed it _l The partvicular Jupanese who refused
it was lLieutenant shimokawverra, &~e had caken Hachisuka's place about the
erd of irril, 1943, ['an be:vg refused fe:ili“iss to obtain furtiher loans,
T "ater :wed himok..carra on malry occusions., »iyintin; out to him the
urzent recessi .y for 2ed Cross financial assis.ance for the gick and
wouaded cad prisoners of wur generally, particularly in the absence of
any reguicr supply ol Red (irvss goods f'rom outside, but did not meet with
ai.y suc.=sss _ventuelly,; the Japanesc sent for }ajor shean, who was the
Licison QO7ficer betw:zn the camp and the Jap.nese camp office. He was
ind ormeé by Taraka, vo use their own woris, that tihey could not observe
e any 2cager. Jecause T hud been tuken ith the fi hting forces.} Mujor
ghiean oso l..ed if they h.d any personal objection to me and their rr.:ply was
tiiere was nothin, like that about it, He challenged them with & change of
face and asked vhether it was an instruction from higher up and en whose
'instruction tlis attitude wis wdopted. | Tanake said it was the opinion of
) Gencral asrmra, e then sald if there Tes o gwiss or pPortu.uese
"\representative in Singapore, it would be different, Mijor shean then
repeated our oft-made request for sScliveizer to cowe into thecamp and 4o
‘ordinary Red Cress worke They scid they wanted this request in writing.
It was given to them in writin; by Colonel Holres, who wus Comuwnder of
Ithe troops in Cheangi, and had taken General Fercival's place, Latcr tuey
¥ sent for Colonel Holmes and told him that they could not acknovwled. e
lschweizcr because he had lived in Singpore prior to the capitulation wnd
;mi{_;ht be biassed towards prisoncrs of war. There werc no representatives
| of any othcr Society, but the australian in the camp, and as Acting
‘ Comissioner I hud to muke Red Cross represcntations on behulf of prisoners
of &xr of all nut:.onulitle_a_._l After the rcfuscl to wllow mc to obtain furti
frnds, I was never ggain granted an interview witii any Jupunese ofrficial,
They issued an instruction that from then on all Rcd Cross matters werc to
bc done by correspondence through Cclonel Ilolmes. I wrote several letters
to Schweizer throu h tlhis medium, but learnt from him after the Japunese
surrender that he did not get them. Apparently the Jupanesc had no

intc: tion of forwvardin,; tl.cm.

f_f.}om November 1943 onwards our money being exhausted, tiie pur-
clicse of supplementary rations for hospital patients came to an end, and
when our small stock of foodstuffs and comforts becane exhausted in 1944,
tl:ic work of the sustralian Red Cross Unit prauctically ceascd., ‘

At no time wus Rcd Cross allowed to function in the camp,except.
in a very limited manner, and no offer of facilities cver came from the
Jupencse sidc, Anything that we were allowed to do was only wfter
rcprescntutions Lhad been madac to tlem for permission, and as previously
statca, our uctivities practically cume to an c¢nd in wereh 19h)
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{ | ac for s Licutcnent Siimokawarra was coencerncd, I had closc
acalings with him, includin. tho arrangement of a loan of 50,00C dollars
tirouwh thue¢ Intcrnational Red Cross Delegute, on account of th¢ Austra-
lizn Red Cross onelicty. However, he would give me no fueilities to £0 11
Singopore and sec the Internotional Delegate, stating that this was agais
ti:e Japanese rules, ¢ brovs it the money out to the Chungi Camp and I
signcd tiie docu.cnts therc, . would 1ve me no facilities to ;0 out
of thc camp at all to mukc vurclozes. I took up with: him the qucation ou
doing; sometl.in: fur the priscncurs of the Kempel in Qutram Road Gaocl, cski
permission to send iocodztuft s and clotlinz to them from our stocks in
Cian_i, but Le would r.o; of'4ant permission for this. He cxplaincd that tl
cael was under ycupci adriniscraticn and arr<ngements would have to be
mcde throusll tle Japancse I{ich Command, o8 the POW administration could
not approcel. the Commandunt of thc Qutr.iRoad Gaol airect. I brou.lt thi
matter up wvith Lim on several occasiens, but e eventuully refused to
lizten to furthcyr rcquests, [Ie admitt.e& tiat tle personnel were in a baa
condition when they cume oyt of the £aol, but suid Le could not do any-
tixing about it., 7T also sug pstcd to"_l_:im Ol onc oczasion, in an endeavour
to zet over the difficulty‘ ®ut e coylad let the International pclegate
konor tiat there rere prisogs Jp of war in tliec outram Roud G&ol, and
su gestecd that e eall on ti¥ saol commandiant to see whether therc wus
, BOYtiing he could do for themy He would not do this . ng dppeared to bc
; inore frizh ' TCrc Shimokawarra had in his
office a copy of the Red Cross Cenvention in Japunese. On ene occusion,
when discussing ned Cross woney with him, Le said it was a matter between
the Internationul relegate ona myself. T infermed him thct I knew that
Schveizer could loun me moncy «nd that I wus quite willing to borrow it
on bel:ulf of the jsustralian Red Cross Society, as it was very nccessary t
help the prisoners of war cenerally «s umch as possible. T had been
extendin:. the service in the camlp und instecd of buying, only supplenentar
rations for hospital demunds, I Lad becn allowing, a small cmount pexr heac
to purchase rations for alil prisoners of war in thc céap. He took me to
task over this and T quoted the Hogue Rules and Red Cross Convention and
stated that tlhe Red Cross Socicty lookeg after all priconers of war und
not only the sick oncs. He referred to Lis copy of the Convention und
started to rcad it, After a vhilc, he Sceid, "y will put thut awayw,and
bliced it on the shelf in his officc, He found out thaet it did not
support I:iis contention, Tl:is attitude was typical, not only of shimo-
kzwarrza, but of all Japenesc with vlom T had contact,. They would quotc
tie Conventions, cven the prisoncrs of War Convention whictk they had not
sisned, when it suitcd thom, but would put it aside when it did not.

Gﬁ‘- Sciwwveizer, the International Delegute, was never permitted
to visit thc Chungi Camp until «f'ter the surrender of the Japanese, when
orders were rceceived from Tokyo thot International Dclegates must &
allowed to funection, I mede mony representations for ITe Schwecizer to be
allowcd to vigit the clmp, w8 also did thce Army authoritics,but wc could
ncver obtain pcerrission cither from the Ccinp Commandantts office or fraom.
the "adguarters of ti:e PO AQimistration, . Sciweizer dlso mad@
ICpresentutions without SUCCESE,) 4is far as I!r. Sehweizer wds concerned
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I think hc tricd very hurd to carry out his dutics as &n International
Delegute, approaching the Japanese in singapore on his own account quite
frequently on bechulf of the priscners of war znd civilicn internces. e
was wlloved to Go slightly more for the internees than for the prisoners
of war, but like the justralian Red Cross Socicty Unit, wee never cllowved
anything, approaching adegnuate facilities. He appearcd to me to be trying
all tie time, for c¢xarmpiz, ~hen Hachisuka left the POW Aduini stratiapand
took his place, I cclled on shimokowarrae three or four deys later, to
inform him of what had bscen goinz on in connection with Red Cross,
perticulirly between pr, Shuveizer and mysclf, cné was told by him that
there wvas no need to cxpluin as Mr. Schweizcr had already been in touch
with him and expluined everything.

Apurt {ron the wmoney vhich we vere cble to obtain through the
International Red Cross, the following shipments vere reccived from over-
seas. In Auvgust, 1942, 230 tons of foodstuffs arrived on a returning
diplomatic exchange ship from pPortugucse Eust Africa. In Scptember 1942,
1650 tons arrived on ¢ second exchan;e skhip, also from Portuguese pFust
Africa, ) T.is vas put into two _o-dowms in Singepore, amd the Japunese
dgked for a represcntative of the Red Cross in the cump to (o down and
supcrvise the distribution., I went in with the pritish irmy representativ
and stoyed at the River valley POV comp for nearly threc weeks, However,
tiie Japanese did not rezclly allow us to supervise the distribution. They
1laid down a plaen of cllocution and all ve could do vas to try «nd persuadc
thcem to make a fewr small alterations in tlis allocation, such as sending
more parrdte to the civilian cump for the use of interned children., e
could not persucde them to mske any material alterationin their plan and
cppeared to be only there us a oy out for them if there vere any complei.
in the futurc.

IA further small shipment arrived in February 1944 which included
medical supplies. Ve were never supplied with any lists other than
Jepanesc ones of the total quantities in these shipments, so could not clh-

tien properly., l

witl. tle exception of the September 1942 shipment mentioned above
oods from these shipments were just delivered into the camps on Singaporc
Island by the Japonese authoritics, but we know that tiiey used some medic:
supplics for themselves, cs the greuter guantity of these were kept by tiuc
Japanese A.D,lf,S,, vho deult it out to us from tirc to time,

T.€ weizht of thce food parcels which arrived in February 1944, wi
1l pounds g ross, and tlicy contuined approximctcly 8; pounds of food., mThic
shipment cume fron Gou in portusuese mast Africa nd the only list which
was held by the camp cuthorities wus onc ;iven to one of our supply office
by & Japunese officer, shoving vhut was delivered to the other camps and t
tiie Jupunese A,D.M,S. I understand that the supplying of this list was g
an unofiicial mutter und there uppearecd to be no particular reason why it
should be given to us, by this Jepanesc officer,

A fhurth shipment of Red Cross supplies arrived in pprech 1945,
comprising Cuncdiun, British and american food parcels, a small quantity
of drugs and medicul supplics and some clotlLins. These supplies vere
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Landed over to the camp wutiorities, but as tihic Jupancse rations wvere so
scanty ot the time, each POV in the camp wus not lLanded out & parcel., The
parccls vere broken doun and portioned out &s un addition to rations, to
moke thom lust over a longer period. Thesc supplies c&i on & mercy ship
from vlcdivostok, arrangea by Red Cross, They wire distributed ithout
reference to tic Internationcl Dpelezute or wyself, 48 Iaxr &8 the Inter-
n.tional peleuetc was concerned, none of the Tnterncational Red Cross ship-
ments were rofcrred to him by the Japunese., Working parties were sent to
sinscpore from Chingi to handle this shipment., They reported to ne that the
vhole of the supplies vere not distributea, soue bein;. sct uside, they
thouzht, for purre <nd sSunctra, and a portion left uncllocuted. .8 far as
T knew vt the tinme, the Jaopanese had no means of yetting these supplies to
Burma or sumatra, parma at that stage vies practjgally aut of t.eir control
and their shipping position was very purlous. | The supplies were just left

! in store and in spite of representetions whick were nade 1o them to have
some of the supplies sent out to Changi Camp, us pcople were dyin; for went
of proper food, the¢ Japuncse ovuld not coriply with this request, After their
surrencder, they sent these supplies to tae Changi Camp and other caups on
gingapore Islend, and generally tried to in;raticte this by making other
supplies tley had in store available and allovins Ir. Schweizer his drucs,
so thut they could be celivered quicker,

Arong; the supplies, in additicn to the Red Cross supplies, the

Jopanese rcleased cheese, condensed milk and other corzaodities which had
been in sinepore since before its capture, which shows that tley could
have donc a lot more for us during the period of our captivity.

The Jopanese also sent out further medical supplies, of wliich we
tad been very siort and which they informed us they could nct supplye.
mhey had been in their Red Cross store in Singapore for somrmonths. _1

e

as for ws Iy personal treatment was concerned, it was the same as
that meted out to any other cfficer. I feel thct I must repeat that - & Bl ¢
cnd other represcntatives of the Red Cross had not mudc representations for
perniission to do Red Cross " ork, we would have been left in the camp and
jznored by the Japcnese., 1o move ever cane fron their side to facilitute
red Cross work. M. Schweizcr cormented on this to e during a few
noments ve ot togetier on our ovm on an occasion when pHachisuka took ne
into ginsapore, slso, that on no occasion hua e seer any representative
of tl.e Japancse Red Cross Society there, We both had to dexl ith
autlorities to whom Red Cross work was a side line .nd who regurded it
enerally specking ¢s rather a nuisance, AS far «s I an aware, there was
no Red Cross representative in Mluya, and 10 represcntative of the Ja_anese
Red Cross Society ever visited the Changi Cwiipe On On€ occasion, I heard
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that a POW pDelecation was coming from Tokyo to inspect the POV Camps.
I mode application to the Japanese camp authorities to meet the delegatiol
but the reply was that they vvere not coning and we did not see anyone,

srorn «t pelbourne in the state
of victoriu this the tenth day (Ssigned) ¥,J. CAMPBELL GUEST.
of october 1946,

Before 128,

(signed) S.E, ELDER.
A Cormiissioner of the Suprere Court of

victoria for tuking affidavits,




