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Heport by
J. G. Lanbert
MEMDRANDUM:

T70: Mr. Sutton; Mr. Comyns-Carr; Mr. Browm
FROM: E, P. Monagham, Chief, Investigative Division

A check of the Investigative files, IPS reveals tlmt the
following named persons are referred to as indicated;

¥itness Requested by File Reference
ARITA, BHachiro ARAKI Case File 345
SHIRATCR T
TOJO
OSHIMA
YOKOMTIZO, Koki ARAKT No . info
ARAKT Case file 257
ABE, Nobuyuki SATO
ARIKY Case file 153
TOMITA, Kenji ARAKT File No, 5 Ser 6, 83, 8%

File No. 59 Sexr a' 11, 52
152. 249
File No. 68 Ser
File No. 89 Ser 15
4 File No. 270 Ser 1
File No. 436 cer 187
File No. W0 Ser 86
File No. 447 Ser €9
File No. 463 Ser 23
File No. 91 Ser 8}

YASUOKA, Masaatsu ARAKY File No. 185 Ser 19

File No. 251 Ser 11
MATSUYAM\ , Tsunejiro ARAKT No information
OMORI, Soyen ARAKT No information
CBATA, Kazuo ARAKT No information
\m. Masami ARAKT No information

NAKAMURA, Kaju ARAKT File No. 462 Ser 2
SHIMIZU, Shigeo ARAKT No informetion
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17 Sep 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Comyns barr; Mr. Brown; Mr. Sutton v

FROM :  EDWARD P. MCNAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT : Defense Witness

1. Please find attached hereto list of material avaa.lable on
the following witness and/or w:Ltnesses.

DEFENDANT

ARAKT

LIST OF MATERIAL AVATLABLE

Curriculum Vitae

2. Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning aettached carbon copy to this office, Room 300.

E7 /Y

Incl i ey EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
- (Described above)
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Personal History of MAEDA, Masemi
Permanent residence and atatuss NARA Prefecture - warrior class.
Date of births 10 November 1892,
Name g mm. Maseami.,
Former statuss waxrrTior class.

% Former names. MAEDA, Masemi,

;- 29 May 1911. + Graduated from the Central Militery Preparatory School.
q9) . ¢ Appointed a cadet and assigned to the 15th Engineer
_ Battalion by the Inspectorate General of Military
¢ 5 June . ¢ Enlisted into the 15th Enginder Battalion,
. " " ’ t Given the rank of Superior Private, Engineer Corps, by the
] 15th Engineer Battalion,
3 o 1 August 1911 s Premoted te the rank of Corporal, Engineer Corps, by the
: 15th Engineer Battalion,.
30 October " :+ Promoted to the rank of Sergeant, Engineer Cerps, by the
, 15th Engineer Battalion.
1 December " ¢ Entered the Military Academy,
3 26 May 1913 ¢ Greduated from the Military Academy.
" " . ¢ Awarded a silver watch for meritorious achievement upon

5 graduation from the llilitary_j.oadmy.

27 " " $ Rejoined his former regiment.
, ' ] ’ ¢ Promoted to the rank of Master Sergeant and appointed a
| : | probationary officer by the l5th Engineer Battalion.
i 29 October 1913 3 Passed by the Officer Selection Board in accordance with

Article 12 of the Army Replacement Regulations by the
15th Engineer Battalion,

25 December * s Commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, Engineer Corps, by the
. Cabinet.
Assigned to the 15th Engineer Battalion by the War Ministiry.

20 March 1914 i Conferred with the 8th Court Rank, Senior Grade,.

e bl o

{

7 November 1915 3 Decorated with the War Medal, 1914~1915.
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6 August 1917
1l October *

18 January i919

10 December "

24 January 1920

1 December 1921

15 August 1922
15 August *

11 September 19223

5 December 1922

11 December 1923 &

6 May 1924

20 August 1924

29 July 1925

1 October 1927

10 August 1928
12 December 1928

1 August 1930

2 April 1931

b 8

&

3

Promoted to lst Lieutenant, Engineer Corps, by the Cabinet.
Conferred with the 7th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Relieved of principal duty and appointed a member of a
subsection of the ILand Survey Department by the War Ministry.

Ordered to attend the Army Staff College by the War Ministrye.

Relieved of principal duty end essigned to serve with the
15th Engineer Battalion by the Wexr Ministry.

Relieved of principal duty, assigned to the 15th Engineer
Battalion, and appeinted to assume temporarily the dutiea
of a Captein by the War Minisiry.

Promoted to Captain, Engineer Corps, by the Cebinet.
Assigned to serve with the 15th Engineer Battallon,
Conferred with the 7th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Relieved of assigmment to serve with the 15th Engineer
Battalion and appointed a company commander of the 15th
Engineer Battalion by the War Ministry.

Ordered to serve with the Headquarters of the General
Staff by the War Ministry.

Relieved of principal duty and assigned to serve with the
15th Engineer Battalion by the Wer Minisirye.

Relieved of principal duty and made a member of the
Headquarters of the General Staff by the War Ministry.

Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
6th Class.

Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade.
Promoted to Major, Engineer Corps, by the Cabinet,

Assigned to serve with the First Railway Regiment by the
War Ministry.

Assigned to the Ammy Ordnance Depot. and, concurrently,
to serve with the Military Affairs Bureau, the War Minisirye

Made a member of the Headguarters of the Fortifications

Department and, concurrently, of a sectién in the Military
Affairs Bureau, the War Ministry, by the War Minisiry.
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1l July 1931 $. Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
5th Class,

21 January 1932 '3 Appointed a member of the Headquarters of the General
Staff by the War Ministry.

27 June 1932 ¢ Appointed an adjutant in the War Ministry and, Concurrently,
a private secretary to the War Miniatry.

|
|
J

8 August + Promoted to ILieut. Colonel, Engineer Corps, by the Cabinet.,

5 September 1932 3 Appointed a private secretary to the War Minister and,
concurrently, an adjutant in the War Ministry by the War
Ministry.

T i

1l September " ¢ Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Senior Grade,

23 January 1934 s Assigned to serve with the Army Ordnance Depot and,
concurrently, with the War Minister's Secretariat by the War
Ministry.

-, e e §

6 April 1934 ¢ Appointed a member of the party of the Second Special
Inspector by the War Ministrye.

(
|
i
r 17 May . ¢ Appointed Director of the Laboratory of the Army Engineer
School and, concurrently, an instructor in the same School
by the War Ministry,.
‘ 26 March 1935 $ Appointed a member of the party of the Second Special
‘ Inspector by the War Ministry.

— . -

1l August ° ¢ Appointed staif officer with the Depot Unit of the 3rd
Division by the War Ministry.

29 April 1934 ¢ Decorated withethe Small Cordon of the Imperial Order of
the Rising Sun for services in the 1931-1934 Incident,

28 April 1936 $ Appointed CO of the lst Engineer Battalion by the War
Ministrye

" . " ¢ Relieved from appointment as staff officer with the Depot
Unit of the 3rd Division by the War Ministry.

| 1 August 1936 ;s Promoted to Colonel, Engineer Corps, by the Cabinet,
3 l October " . Conferred with the 5th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

5 July 1937 : Assigned to serve with the Headquarters of the KWANTUNG
Army by the War Ministry,

13 August 1938 s Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
3rd Class,

9 March X939 s Promoted to Major General by the Cabinet,
-3 = g




1 April 1939 ¢ Conferred with the 5th Court Rank, Senior Grade,

9 March 1940 :  Relieved as chief of staff of the Third Amy end assigned
te serve with the Headquarters of the 13th Army by the War

Ministry,
9 May 1941 s Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
2nd Classe _
| 6 November 1941 1 Promoted to Lieutenant General by the Cabinet,
15 April 191;2 s Conferred with the 4th Court Llhnk. Junior Grade.
: 10 Movember 1942 &+ Placed in the First Reserves. | g
; 29 April 1940 s+ Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Double~Rays of the
{ Rising Sun for services in the China Incident.
2
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Def. Dac.. No. 2495 Exhdbites o L - e

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FAR EAST

THZ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

VS

XRAKT, sadeso, et al

AFFIDAYVIT

I"AEDA lMasami

1. I am Ix-Lieutenant-General MAEDA, Mesami. I am

living now et No. 1252, 5-Chome, Nishi Nekenobu, Shinagawa~

Ku, T?kyo.

<. A% the end of Juns, 1932, I was appointed Secretary
to Yar Minister end in thest capacity served Genersl
ARAKTI until he resigned from the post of War Minister on
January 23rd, 1934. ~

5 Ai the time when I assumed my new post, lManchoukuo
had already deoclared her independsnce and the central
army &uthorities were busy in devising the measurcs to
cope with the situation. Upon my assumption of the post,
the "/ar Minister expleined to me the mental attitude that
g yar Minister Secraetary should always maintain in
attending his duty. Among these, he emphatically stated
with firm determination upon his face ss follow.
"The Kanchurian problems since ths former Cabinet
have unnaturally complicatad. Despite the esdvocated
‘non-expansion polleoy, thoy are gradually oxpsnding
g8 far &s tho disturbed area 1s conocerned, and -+
this statoe of effairs is not ceusing e good feeling
among the foreign countries. On top of it, the
recent Shanghai Incident served to .aggravate
the already deteriorated situation. It is my
elisf that.the state .of hostility must be
mmadigtely, stopped in conformity with' the oy
governmentipolicy.  Becauge,pf this belisf, I '"
have seftled. the: Shenghei. Incident, but I oan not
8s yet feel reassured with.the.state of affairs
in Menchuria.. Furthermore,- the' recent, birth
of-Manchoukuo: has.complizgted. the situation more
then .ever.. L At:phils: juncturg,.it 1s. very. important
that. wet should:not meke eny felse.move.which is’ -
agalnsty jugtios,. and I-am sure I will not do it. ~
It tan be expected that 'the geneiral.publis Asiwell
héfth%h?ﬁbp' “withihUthdtarmyiciroles will mekey: o,
variols opinions abdlut ity .and-so:Yonimust dlways be
prepared to“dedl with themillHowbvorkI may bes:
ci}%ﬁcﬁiéhtbiﬁéﬂgbrbq tEdwqgiunet;takeranynsiapia
which might . indute"to 'the dvoupatdpnoofslianohuria
of Gats & ¥erlsstion ﬁﬁgﬁ 2he hohbg of & hewly
founded country,
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Def. Doc. # 2495 -
L. At the time when the formal recognition of Manchoukuo

was unananimously 2greed upon at the Diet, and the government
was absorbed in taking steps accordingly, the Vlar

Minister had & high regard for the views of the Foreign
Office from the aspect of internationel law. When the
government decided to formally recognize this stats,

he left all such natters as the time and procedures

of recognition to the care of the Foreign Minister, and
spared no peins in preventing furthor entanglement of
international relations which might cause disturbances in
Manchuria.

5, There was a considerably strong opinion at that

time that Mesnchurias should be placed under Governor-
General,

The iar Minister was of the opinicn that since the
inhabitants of Monchuria had declared independence, it
had to be resreecsed. Fo sald that susi: idea of treating
it as a kind of ccleng was definively wrong, &and insisted
upon exchange of ambassacors i1 AN eyi1al standing.

At the time when his assserticn was reallzed, the
hostilities hsd not yet been settied and the whole
Menchuria rovealed & state of a theatre of fighting. In
view of the state, it was t-mporary decided that the
Commander-in-Chief of the Kwantung Army should concurrently
be the Ambassador, end in accordence with this re_ulation,
General LUTO who was appointed this post, belonged tO
the Foreign Minister &s en Ambassador, to be in charge of
diplometic affairs, eand as thsa Coumander-in~Chief 1n
Charge of militery affeirs, he belonged to the Var
Vinister for military sdministrative matters and to
the Chief of Genersl Staff for operation. Thus Var Minister
ARAKI was exceedingly cereful in respecting the independence
of Menchukuo.

6. Minister ARAKI hed a firm feith in his views on
international justice. He believed that among the

netions there should be a standard of moral based on

the nature of humen beings, in order to regulete thelr
conduct, just as there should be the Same anong individusls,
If the country with whom he wes negotiating had suffielesnt
sause of justice, he wes not reluctent in admitting

their request, even at the risk of sufferring from

certein inconvenisnces on our side.

At the time of importation of Siamese rice, & guestion
which hed begun at the end of 1933, he insisted that

Japen should accede to the roquest of Siam even if it

were to affect to some extent to our rural districts.

At the occasion of the question of cotton plece goods

from Ianceshire, he seid Japan should contribute to

the international peace by meking concession from boarder
point of view. Thers was once a time whan & dispute

arose in the Diet with regard to & heavy burden of

nearly 200,000,000 Yen which Japan hed been paylng, annually,
to Menchoukuo, The Minister insisted, in answer to the
question, thet sincoc Japen had decided to bring up and
strengthen this new state &s a younger brother, Japan

as his elder brother should have such sympathy &€s tO

take off his own coat and give it to the younger brother
even if he hed to feel cold by doing so, The Linister
added thet to regard the kanchurian problems from mere
materialistic view based on the mercenary consideration
would be detrimentel to the true spirit of Jepan's lManchurilan
policy whose object was in the peace of the East.
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7+« It me8y be needless for me to add that, with regerd to
recognition of Menchoukuo end the international probleons
erising therefrom, lilnister ARAKI rcspected the rescarch
and view of the Forecign Office over those problems &and
took such ceution &s would not infringe international law,
He was also carcful in this particular point in executing
the duty of the army, and whon the negotiation with the
Luague was commencoed, he was of the opinion to avoid
withdrawal from the League, and insisted that Japen
sho.”d ¢ her best to ret the League fully understand
the a~5usl suate of affairs. Vhen it was turned .out
tnat Japan had to quit from it, ho still regarded it =
toupecrasy rhenomenon and szpected thet somsthing could }
bec Cone abcut it at a later date, 1

8. Isanwuilc, the Tangku Agreement was concluded and the
nostilii2a 1n Menchuria were actually ended. After that ha
vahamens v devotad himself to the task of working out means
with which *0 sevure pcace in and round Jepan, and continued
this werk until Le resigred frcm his post. This work of

his causzed & misunderstending emong certain people, and he
sufferrec from esn egitetion of expelling him from his pest.
Once ha became s&n objsct of assessination. However those

did not in &ny way discouragae hin cf his work, He simply

went on with e8ll nis might voward his idea ot TFer Eastern
Peacc Conferencc &s omne of the means of realizing his

great 1idsal nf world poaceé. He made & suggestion to the
Premiexr ©to held & Five Minicters' Confercnce emong thz ministers
concerned Irom aktout Zepiemdter. end conferonces werae

acstually 2214 over twenty utimes delibereting first upon
nationsl Zefensa and diplomacy and then upon internal
administracviva pretlers; to frame &n outline of each of

those matwers,

It wes at thc end of December, 1933, after a Five kinisters'
Conference on domectisc edministration witlh rural district
problems &5 main peint et issua war oended thaet he called

me and contided ne 2is desirc of completing his preparation
by the end of Jenuery of +the fartlowing yeer vhen the Dist

w88 to bs ccnvened, and to consolidetse his plan into e
definita form of & nationel peclicy &t the Diet. In ordar

to do so, it seid he wented to arrvange into proper order

and good c¢heps all of his vliens at a quiet place, undisturbed
by the peonle, during the vscation 4t the end as well as

the begiunivg of th: ycar. &ud4 ordercd me to sclect & suitebls
place to this purpose. I weut to HATAGE Hot Spring Resort

in IZU dievrict on nho New Yesr's Dey to meke & prepsration,
but on the night of the 2rd of Jsnuery, I received a tslegram
instructing me to return to Tokyo on account of illness of
the Miniscor, -

10. For two woeks after my return the Minister Actually

hovored beiwesn life and doath and it was barely on about

17th of Jaruary that his doctor in attendance allowed him

to soe ma when I met him, he was too weak to talk snough.

, On vhe foc.lowing day, he called me to his bed and asked me

whether ine government had further conference to desbate

upon his »jan for netional policy, end when I replied that

the ma&cer bad been left alone, he conferred with Vice-

Minister 7ANAGAI'A., Then he called me agsin and dictatead

r mo a letter addressed to the Premier, expressing his intentién

of resigning from his post. Tho circumstences in which this

lettor end his besic plan for cmergency policy were pressnted

to the chmior have been stated in oy affidavit (Def. Doc. 4
No. 2133). *
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, Def. Doc.# 2405

In the meantimc, several oabinet ministers and the Chiof
Cabinet 3ecretery ceme fo Tequest me to change my mind about
rosignetion, but the Minister only wished those peopla to
80t up national policies and did not change his mind,

1l. During the First Shunghel Incident, 1 was serving under
OBATA, Chief of operation Section, as one of the members of
the Geneorel Staff. On March 15th, OBATA, Chief of the
Ssotion 2alled me and ordered me as follow: "Truce Agreemcnt
was concluded in 3hanghal and the expeditionary force in Chine
i1s exde: 5ed to return homs, leaving behind it only & psart

i of 1%s srergti. I went you to go over to Shanghai
lmmedietely snd meke an investigetion as to which devision

of the force should bs left behind. I want you also to
consult this matter with the lceding staff of the expeditionary
force." Accordingly I went cover to Sheaghai and aftar .
sevaeral investligstions, rsached & conclus:on thet the 9th
Division suited best to be left behind. ./ith this report,

I set forth on my return journoy, bus while I was still on
board tho ship, I received & telagramn infoiming nie of the
decision that the whole troops werz to re*urn to Japen, and
with it I knew thet my mission %o Shenghas was tkIown sway.

I returned to Tnkyo asnd reperssd o Sacticn Cnief QODATA,

who told me thst although ths General Staff hud hed en
intention of leeving & part of the forcs in Shanghsi, war
Minister ARAKI insisted upon overal: viithdrawal from his

high rczard to tha soverei.nty of Chine a3z well as from his
principls of internaticnsl hermony, and thet the General
Staff finselly agresed to it.,

12. Ietor, when I beceme & secretary to the lar Minister,
d I hued & chonce of talking over this meatiter with the Minister.
He seid. "Militery action should be cond:eted discretely
eand 1t must base upon justice. The ectlicn; once takon,
must be swift, as otherwice it will disgracs the honor of
sword," and so saying he depicted several instences during
the Siberian Incident end cautioned me.

-

13, He spared no offorts in dirscting the young officers.
I also did my best to enhence the linister's intention to
the young officers who hed been indignen* to the currens
situatiors in ard round dJapen, by soms“imes scolding them,
énd sometimes exhorting them., The Linister often mat them
end porsonally adiionished them not to commit an imprudence.
Sowe of those purs and unstained ynunz officers listened
to him &nd devoted henceforth their unsnestared attention
to their military duty, whereese those whc ned bee made

8 cat's paw of the outer influsrze showed difficulty in
obssrving his &sdwonition, but the linister successfully
restraiuced thew &nd kept them away from any of the improper
conduct. ZExcept for the case of the Liay 15 Incident, in
wihich & few army cadets of the NMilitery Academy, enticed

by the navy officers, ware perticipated, I do not bselixve
thers was o singlo ermy officer throughout the tenure of
his "/ar l'inistership, who stcpped out of the scope of his
duty by &cvin: recklessly.

--u: _—mﬁh

T .

14L. I vite very closuly associsted with the production of
the movie pilcture ontitlcd "Zmergunecy Japan", as would be
easlly surmised by oy appeering on the screen., This film
wes menufectured s the result of sn ardent request

of* the Notion Picture Department of the OSAKA MAINICHI
Newspaper,
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The Newspaper Company first brought a draft of the

Minister's speech for approval, but the Minister was not

satisfied with it because he thought it had not sufficiently

revealed the true feature of Japan and her troops, and in

order to reguest the people their reflection upon themsolves

and, thereby, to promote their standard of morality and

justice, ho wrcte a draft of speech of his own in the

midst of his busy hours.

The Newspaper peopla had free hends in_the manufacture

| of this film. ‘The 'jar Office and its Press Jection had not
. directly essociated themsalves with the contents of this

£ilm, oxcept only once when they rendered them somse

convenience by grantiag them a pormlt to take picture of

| maneuvers nf the ermy fors.

| Oon the contrary, they veutioned tho menufactures not to me ke

a picture which might provoie én international sentiment.

15, As it was durinz the vanchurien Incident, the Minister
had several visiters including Lord Lytton and other
| | foreigners and feruign pressmen. In'2ail of those
| occasions, Lieuvt~Cel. FURUTY, Col. HCMMA oOr Me jor MATSUI

| ‘worked as an intsrpreter and most of the cuses,
I also was present,
The contents of cthose interview were printed and preserved,
and a copy of it was sent to thoss who had this interview,
I know &n inuArview which the Minister gave to Dr. Lind, &
staff correspondent of & Switzerlsand newspaper, &% the
fall of 1932.

: I have kept & copy of record of that interview as well &s

| a questionairs of Dr. TLind reised separately from ths
interview end the Minister's answer to the s&na.
T also remember tlis sddress made by Mr, Price, an
English Journelis%, cz an occasion of 8 welcoms lunch
pary given to his honor in March 1933, upon his ruturn
from an inspoctivz tour of Jehol. When the Minister mst
those people, his mennsr wes frank end friendly, having
an &ir of his fundamsntal desire Tor tho establishment of
the world psace in the future. Hs nevsr refused &n
interviow however busy he may have been.
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Exhibit i

Def. Doce # 2133

INTERNATIONLL MILITARY TRIBUNAL
FOR THE FA4AR EaST

TIT UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKI, Sedao, et al

a TPONTNT: i4EDA, l-asami

I. MAEDL, rasemi, make oath and say as follows:

* T am living at .o. 1252 5-Chome, wishi-i’akenobu, machi,
Ebara-ku, Tokyo City.

T have been acqueinted with the accused ~ulI these
twenty years. I was private sgeretary to him from the sum-

mer of 1932 till Jenuery 1934 when he was 'lar winister. In

Januery 1934 he was bedridden with pneuwonia, and during .
o65 he often celled me to his sick bed in order to -

dictate letters and muke me discherge my other general
duties as secretery. On one of these occasions hs handed ]
me an article in his own hendwriting in which he set 1orth E

basic suggestions for emergency polizies to cope with the

serious orisis Japan wes confronted with av that time, ¥
telling me to meke 21 copies of 1t and O heve several ready E
to submit to the then .remier viscount ...ITO. =t the sams, 4
he dictated & letter to me regarding his yresentetion of the |

above-mentioned dozument conteining his intentions and

reasons for resigning the portfolio of .&r viniaster.

| e told me to make about &s many copies of this letter
&s the dozument and to heve them ready to subimit to the
above-mentioned Fremier L..ITO.

| |
| + mede as many copies &s requested snd handed thirtsen
210 4 -

| | or fourteen copies to Vize .&r r1inister Y.2.Gul, 838 1 was
told, asking him to present them to the i'remier. 3

; * ¢cn the same day Visce winister Y..INAGLWL visited
| ~ r. ~RALKI in his sick bed end informed him in my hearing

| that he hed fulfilled his duty of submitting the dozuments
b | to the Premier. TFor further refercnce i preserved & COPY
h of "pasic _uggestions for .mergenc] volicies"™ and the
letter regérdaing e presentatlion of the docunent; these

| | have been in my custody since 193L. 4 hereby certify that
: | /| these documents attached &are true and ~orrect copies of
those handed to Y NiGuWs with @ view to submitting them to

the Premier in 1934,
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I the ascused
est of the Defense Counsal of _
A ded these documents to nim fqr uge ap

" ARAKI, I have hen |
an§ aﬁpropriata phase in the court.
TL.D0 ;. llasam 1
P gubscribed &nd sworn to before the under~-signed IL |
“ officer by the above-nemed MAED:, iasami, at the war ; ﬁ
[ p 3
i ) # f (L -.
Ministry Building, "okyo, Japan, on this gitc . A8 Y0 . b
August 1947. 2% ' | . i
-_____——___;—-————_— |
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- INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FLR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICL, et al.
-VS-
I:.H[LKI, SﬂdaO, gt 8%

RBasic Suggestions for the Emergency by ALRLKI sadao,
January 20th, 193%4.

B ——

His Excellency the Prenicr, 20th January, 1934
Viscount Minoru SAITO. ~ — T

Your Excellency,

Tt is & netter of greet congretulation for the
Enpire thet You~ Wresllency and the rienbers of the Cebinetb
are all in gcea healtn snd are peforning the important
missicn «f heinsg ndvisors to the Inperial Throne in order
to cope with the present critical situvation of cur countrye.

AL this grave monent T fell 111 a fact, which 1Tills
me with trepidetion concorning His 1l jesty; it elso nakes
ne ashaned of myself before Your Exccliency and to the
nmenbers of the Cabinet who &re rendering importent service
aes advisors to the Inperial Throne. T further feel
ahsmeed of myself beforce 211 the peoplc of this country.

Pleasc accept Iy heartfelt gretitude for the valuable
consideration that Your Excellency has oxtended to me while
T was confined to bed. Fortunately, I an reccovering dey
by day, and since yesterday I ern pernitted 1O ncet a
1imited number of visitors, At present T am not conscious
of any unusual symptoms. In fact, I feel 1 am grectly
recovering oy physical strength every day; but the doctor
in attendance nss adviszd ne to take another four wecks
rest cure, nuch to 0y Alscpplatment.

Tn viow of the presont state of affairs, 1 an not
ineclined to idle my tiuw away, nore so when I consider
the inportance of the conming session of the Diet where
several important nilitary problens, ipeluding the Militery
Budget Bill as the most conapicuous issue, 8re to be deboted.
This very importent Diet Scssion which deals with the out-
standing problems of the day en I uncble to ettend -=unable,
et least, with the prescnt condition of ny health, f or the
former half of the session of the House of Representatives
when the deliberation on the Budget Bill is te take place;
T fecl I an derelicting oy duty as an cdvisor to the Throne




on one hand, and as a Cabinet llinister to cope with the
momentous nature of the coming Diet on the other, and SO
while appreciating the sympathetic consideration extended
to me by Your Excellency, by members of the Cabinet, by the
members of the Diet and others, I am not disposed to stay
in my post under the circumstances, and, furthermore, I
consider that the most proper way for me tO deal with the
: important session of the Diet under the present emergency
| situation would be to recommend a sultable person to take
over my post and let him fulfil the task of edvisor to the
Imperial Throne. In these cercumstances, I now solicit
that Your Excellency will kinély acccpl My resignation and_
will submet the same £© the Tarone. |

In tendering ny resignation, I Tescl exceedingly
sorry for Finance llinistcr TLIMEASHL and Home Ilinister

YAILIAIIOTO, who, despite their advanced e3es and not too
good health, exerdy their utmost day and night to achileve
their mission &s Iliinisters of State. T offer my most profound
apology to these gent lernen,

Next I wish to express ny heartfelt thenks to those
who, since the II'UXAL Cebinet, have been iy fellow Cablinet
members for the past two years and also to those who have
ween wWith me in the present cebinet for the past one and

3 half years; all of these zentlenen have kindly supported
: me through the various difficult problems that 1 was
‘ confronted with durines those pcriods. I sincerely pray for
f their very good health end their successful activities
in the future.

The present situetion of Jepan, both internally end
externally, mey appear 1in different ways to those wiio
lookz at it from different angles, but 1ir I may be allowed
to tender my own appreciation, I firmly believe thatv this
is not an energency situation from a merec phraseological

l point of view, but a truly critical juncturec at which the

fate of our Empire is solely at stake. Opinions s=en
to differ among the general public as to whether or not
a crisis in Japan will result, but real im crtant arralrs
of & State are apt to arise without cven o day's notice and

' my humble opinion 18 +hat & netion musi be reedy et ell
times, morally and raterially, to avoid any possiblie
portentous trouble cnd to securc & besis for her fui cher

} development., This precaution, I ney edd, has been

necessary throughout all ages. :

From this viewpoint, I am nov inclined to belleve
that we can afford to take & rosa-aotonped view of things.
In fact, the potential cdanger of 8 mbicn is often made
an ectual one whsn people LTy TO ¢ vnid tackling diflicul®
problems and £2nkK O coafart bacescives by SaLlng o.light
view of matters. Lll-irTormed though L am, t.i1is is Liow
T feel when I trace bacl the history of the variea fortune

T

o —

! T do not believe it a fer-fctched opini>n or &an
intentionally creeted pessimisnm i we forcce st unscen
difficulties in the immediate future of our counuy. On
the contrary, I trust this is thc very mnoment when
nationel unity is most urgently required to bring about the
prosperity of the Empire. |

To cope with this important situation, I have in
pact already expressed my views on various occesions,
including that of the Fivaqginister Confercnce. However, &s
I regard it as a qUestlon Ol Vvitd portance, 1 take the
liberty of meking ny further suzgestion, though it may
partially overlap what I said before, under a separate
cover, and solicit Your Excellency's valuable consideration
over the future of Japan and that you kindly put it into

practice,
Tt has not entirely slipped my notice that some

!
N
|

|

)

L

¥
ﬁ-‘ l
;.
e f
| S ]
Non
b




.people are filled with misgivings concerning the attituds

of the military euthorities towerd interncetional problems,

To this I may say thet our attitude has been consistent and
rigid in the past, and will remain so ii the ruture,
vis-a-vis those whose ideology and views on national

polity an not reconcilable with the character of the national
polity of our Empire. However, with nmy poor knowledge of
internationel releations and elso in an endeavol UO meintain
as close contact as possible with the relative vrenches of
government authorities, I have boen exerting what litvle =ar
service I could toward promoting our positicn anong the
powers and their confldence in us, explaining to them
whorever possible the princliple oI the foundation of our
Empire in connection with the natiors? policies and
principles of the present. Iy intention in “olng 8o

has been to seck either implicitly or explicitly Tor

friends among the powers so that the Empire may not be
reduced to & state of international isolation, I hope

that Your Ixccllency will render your assistance in
realizing closer rclations botween the foreign and !
military authorities, with whose coopcration, J pan may 3
meintein her present superior position among the inter- |
national cormunities, &n cr rizhtful daim may be duly
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complied with, hat E

T am afraia I have not oxpressed myself quite 3
clearly, on account of my being confined to bed, but I |
hope Your Zxcellency will kindly surnise what I intended %

to say, and will adopt my humble suggestions, .

There are some more natters thet I should yery 3
much like to allude to, but I have already exhausted
muself and am not eble to centinue any further, Ploasc
accept my apology for having hed to dictate this lotver
to another person instesd of writing it myself.

Before I close, I wish to tender agein ny profound
grutitude to Your Excellency and the members cf the Cebinet,
who haeve given me the most veluable guicanze and dircztion
in verious metters. Iy sincere wish is that Your Excellency
will be very cereful of your health and will accomplish
your great mission as adviser to the Inperial Throne.

T shall have tho pleasure of expressing further \
views of mine when I had the honour of personally seeing 3
you upon recovery from my illness., N

Kindly give my best regerds to all the members of y
Your Zxcellency's Cabinet, - A

-
ity L § X, -
el e S bt it [ ..'-.:Ll-

-
B '

.
v iy ot gLl e

I remain, Your Excecllency, :

§ Your obedient servant

Sgd
Sadao ARAKI |
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O BERETE ISR CIARTOE

(A) A letter of Sudac ARAXI dated 20th January
1934, addressed to His Excellency the Premier
Viscount IMinoru SAITO,

(B) Top Secret No. 20 - Basic Suggestions for
Emergency Policy.

This is to certify that (A) mentioned in the above
is a copy of a letter which War Minister ARAKI dictated
to me, who was then his secretary, on January 20th when
he was conbined to bed, When this letbter was dictated to
me, I had it transcribed by a clerk and together with
a copy of (B) mentioned in the above, which was
completed in October of the previous year, it was handed
over to Lieutenant-General Heisuke YANAGAVA, Vice-
Minister of VWar, who, as an emissary of War Minister
ARAKT presented them to Premier SAITO, I further
certify that these are the true copies of the above-
mentioned documents and that I have kept them in my hands
since then until foday.

Dated on August lst, 1946

At No, 1252, 5-chome, Nishi Neakanobu,

Signed '
HEsaﬁf M SDA
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It is a matter of urgency at present to inspire the
people with the moral sense of our Zmpire and to reveal
at home and sbroad the essential qualities of its
culture by means of perfecting 1ts netional power based
on netion wide harmony, and moreover, to aim at
strengthning the recognition of our national
structure and furthering the peace and security of our
national 1life intgernally, and to expedite the establishment
of peace in East Asia and the Pacific externally.

Due to the international crises marking the 10th year
of Showa (1935) and to the general tendency toward renova-
tion running high emong the jurisdictional courts and
also among other circles, several unfavourable soclal
trends are expected to be revealed in the proceedings
of trials and in other aspects of soclial 1llife, gspecielly
in public speeches, etc., and these are liable to produce
general unrest among the people and among rural

communities in particular,
Combined with the disturbance in educational circles

and the unrest in the lebor field will te agegravated and
there is a fear that some, if not all of the army and navy
personnel may be influenced by thess unfavourable
conditions and bte led into restlessness.

The general situation at present seens to be in
apparent tranquility, but 1t {s my opinion that it would
be impossible for the government to tide over the real
difficult situation, both internal and expernal, unless
means are divised completely to dispel the prevailing
unrest in public feeling. x,

Now that these tendencies have gathered strength
discord and unrest refuse to be driven away by any
ordinary or mediocre measures.

I reelly think the affairs of state of Japan should
be a matter of religious service., The fundamental alms
should be to enable the people to live in peace &
contentment b observing such virtues as due worship of
gods, intimacy between the sovereign and his subjacis
dﬁa’ﬁérfect harmony tetween the hig! and the low.
Thererore, we should make it our noble cause to act in
observance of various virtues pscullar to our Zmpire and
gg,;g%ggg,hnth_cnmmugism and Fasciam, GCovernment neans
ad justment of tendencies &s well: a tendency should be
edjusted after it is taken 1into consideration, and then
directed so that it may take a proper Coursc. Netural
tendencies do not mlways take ressonable courses but
sometimes go astray; therefore those in a position
to govern must devote thenselves to essisting in the
Emperor's rule, in conformity with nature and by
trenscending reason, so as to bring e bout the
development of our national power and let the people
live a peaceful life, This is the true way to govern,

Since these tendencirs have already gathered strength
and the erisis of our country is impending, we nust,
acting uyoon the fundenentel principle mentioned above,
be prompt in judging where this trend will lead us to, Ve
must seerifice ourselves in order to render allegiance
and assistance to the Emperor in compliance with the
source of our government which ailms et worship of gods,
intimecy between the sovereign end his subjects and
perfect harmony between the high and the low, Since
appeal to His lic Justy's benevolence and then to transgress
His Imperial virtues, would constitute an’ cot gertainly
deserving our inevitable death, we must petition His
ma jesty to grant ammesty to out brethren for thelir past
erimes, Thus we mey purify this bewildered phese of 1life
end drive the offenders to deyote themselves to & new
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way of living in expiation of their sin. Hercby we cal
effect & complete change of public fceling, and further-
nere, without scruple, we must carry out a large scale
reforn in diverse fields of government. For this
purpose we shall have to request the Inperial decision
so that the people may be inforned on the boundless august
plan, and shall-have to adjust this tendency which is apt
to be distorted, on this the eve of the national
crisis and thercby consolidate the basis of our Empire
which is destined to be everlasting and nable. Thus
establishing the basis of development of our national
power, we must thoroughly discharge at this juncture,
our great duty of being of assistance to the
Imperial Throne.

Lecording to the purport steted above, I hereby
suggest the following policy.

i
|

Policy

Petitioning the Emperor to exercise the Inperial
prerogetive in accordance with the provisions of Article
XVI of the Constitution, we must, first of all, refresh
public feeling and stir up popular sentinent by allow-
ing our people to enjoy universally the boundless Inmperial
favours; whereby, next, we rust urge the pcople to enter
into the general spiritusl nobilization to start our 1ife

all over.
¥enust nake clear ot home and abroad the great cause

of our Enpire and must strive with all the power of the
netion, the power of unity, for the neterializetion and
enforcement of various rules of governnent which are
based on this great cause.
Thus we rneke it our fundamental principle to lay the
¢ basis of the prosperity of our Enpire, by internally
| smphasizing the inmutability of our netional structure and
securing the safety and soundness of our nationsl life,
) and by externally securing the peace in Kast [.sla and the
ﬁ Pacific,
Leting on the foregoing policy, the following
provisions nust be enforced. ‘
1, The Revival of Public Feeling. We nust revive
| public fecling, and with bright Tiveliness, by expelling
| 21l the pest gloony rud-flingings, we shall lead the people
! to national unity. In order to attain this effect we
| should, according to the Inperial prorogetive provided
| for in Articl XVI of the Constitution, petition the
g Enpcror for a general annesty for various political
| orlninals end other offendGr in_conpection with thei
~which ought to be properly restricted to & certain linit
! in compliance with His lis jesty's riost benign will, and with
duwe consideration of oifences comritted; tHELT ;
réspective cheracters and their future activities,
regardless of thelr past whether they belonged to the right
wing or to the left. /[ind at The sale tine, by petitioning
| the Emperor to issue en Imperiel reseript, we nust unity
2 public fceling in the sole ceuse of assistance of the
| Inperiel scheme and thus put the people's nind at rest;
noreover we should leed the peoplu, end together, devote
ourselves to the causcv of assistence and loyalty, end hereby

| pave the way to nationel rcevivel and prosperity.
, This erticle is to be put into operetion first of ell

es the Tundanentel principle¢ for the snforcement of cur
nationel policy. By such means we cen awaken the whole

national from the zloony stnosphere, in which our pcople
indulged in coventionalism and werc unable to effect 2
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any innovetion, holding on to selfishness and cliquism
throughout their respective classes., Thus, in consequence,
we can effect a revival of public feeling and make &

clean sweep of all the past grievances, whereby the

people world bc mede conscious of the keynote upon which
Stete affairs should be conducted,

I fully adnit that it is with great trepidation that
we humbly petition the Emperor to exercise the Imperiel
prerogative, However, judging from the origin of our
national structure, we deem this the sole and unique way
to reveal the truth, good end beauty of our national
character by which we are enabled to save the situation
end displey our netional virtue,

2. Emergency Policles,

The coming threv years or so shall be the first
term of urgency and importence, In this term we must
establish national policies, adaptable to circumstances
at home and abroad, upon inspiring the nmorsl rensc of our
Enpire, and then put in practice verious-instititlons
urgent and necessary to the occasion., Adninistration of
diverse affeirs should be conducted end ruled along t he
lines of this policy, and readjustnent of urgent State
affairs should be achieved with promptitude, while
conprehensive reguletion is required ingeneral edmninistra-
tion.

In order to ettein this effect, the genoral
principles denanding promt enforcencnt ere es follows:

A, Spiritual Restoration |

In obedience to the Imperial order, we urge the people
to put it in to daily practice. We also encouragec thele
positive display of good morals and manncrs agrceeable to
our nationel condition, and espccially with the cultivation
of~the character of statesmanship as well as of the
virtues of countesy and falth, we nust cultucte not only
the fullness of our national power tut alsc awe and

respect of other nations,

B, International Policies *

B y judging the internetional sltuation, we shall
determine our policies towards the political situction
in the world, emong which especielly those towards Soviet
Russia, U.S.A. and Chinea are ranking. For this purpose
the following must be decided upon, while preparations
must be rnede for the invitation, at a sultable
opportunity, of a Peacc Conferrence einong powers to
establish a basis for peace in Zast Asia and the Pacific,

& Our policy towards Soviet Russla mainly in respect
of the international reletions in thought.

be Our policies towards China, U.S.A. and the League of
Netions mainly in respect of The Manchurisn Problems.,

c. Our policies towards Great Britein and U,S.A. neinly |,
in respect of the London Disarmenent Conferrence,

d. Our policies towards Great Britein, U.S..L. and China
meinly in respect of the internetional econonic
relation,

C. Home Policies,

Based upon the required policies to copes with the
above-ncntioned situations both at hone and abroad,
and in order that we nmay eccord with them, both spiritually
and materinally, we nust carry out necessary
innovaetions and reforns to effect the resulations of
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central and locel administrations as well es to promote
the prosperity of our rural communities and to stabilize
our middle-cless, all of which are partly the most urgent
steps, to say nothing of general reforns in politics,
economics, finance, education and armament. Thus, by
taking such steps, we should establish the basis for
general national spiritual mobilization and encourage its
progress,

I have given in the foregoing only an outline of ny
suggested emergency policies. It is requecsted that the
competent branches of government authorities should lay-
down their practical plans in conformity with the above,
and those of importance should be passed by Cabinet
channels, while those of less importance should be -

enforced forthwith, '




