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GERFr Sr, Searetary:

‘e Tubassy of the United "tagtes in antiage,
“Alle, huo Inforned ne that the Thilean Alr Torce
niefl of Ttary recentiy had 2 converestion with sur
*1ditary Alr Attache, in vhioh the forses Henliayed
interest 1n the eoteblishment of 2 Joint United “tatese
hAllesn alr base in the “agallanes aren of “outhern
Nile, The fllen of the Derarteant of Ttute show
revioue cervesrondeonge with the Jepartnents of Uar
"RE Navy on the general rub Jeat of A base in thile Ares,

% vill be reeslled shat vhen Previously conecwul Sed,
e ‘ar and Sevy Departments were of the aointon that
while 1t 2408 be desirable %0 obtatin righte %0
CESaDlish n Dose An the “agoilanes area vhen and Af
Nesied, there war then no isnedlate need for sush a
btu' Niere the views set forth in the ‘ar Yo arte
Seatie lotter of Aurdl 19, 1048 have ghanged %o the
extent that & definite need for such - bare hes now
Jeveloned, 1t Lo the intention of the Jerartnent to
inform the ‘mbasay at “antis 0 that 1t 19 not advieable

0 entertain dlsgussions wi the Th' leon lovernment
soneerming the asculrition of » Drre,

W7  An 1entionl letter has been sent to the leeretory

SWNCC SECRETARIAT
“Anocerely yours,

‘e Monoreble
Tobert 7, “attereon,
: Teoretary of Yar,

N%0: 5Chrundagetbas
7/9 /47
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OFD 336 Chile (3 Aug 45)

The ' onorable
e ‘earetar)y ¢ late
oy ‘P 'mji

neference i mude 0 your letter o ‘wymet 3, 1945,
pelotive to the "pecdel 'ngiveerin. MMesion to sesfot
the Chilean Covermpment in the cengtruction of ririlelde
ia (hile,

‘s wa. ougested M your l"‘". lm;&L,M&- heve Lean
mede vhepeby all the persennel lor thiv " pecinl Hisslon are
vedng orcored 1o Tendguegters, (oribbenn | elense ool g
werry Nedghte Comal ‘omee After ¢ brief jerded of indoee
trisetice the Mlesien will then jrosesd to ‘entin o, Chile,
an. will coordirete %8 work with the wericnn sbessy snd
the "hilean cvermment,

or your infersmtion, the Mlesdor will be conposed
o the lollovisg orecomel: Chiei, Colonel ‘anfel "+ " Alis)
exbere: Majer red o Dwok,; Wajor Juass Lo "Alllcue,
dejor | rederick L. Jessee, Jor Toruce T, Tousbon, s tadn
Lee 7o ‘0bten, Lt lisvtemmat Jwy Ve Jasheony ‘aater
srgennt “ilifem o "alker, Yester ‘ergesat Alfwed Do Teavin.

he Ter ey rtusat bas receiver iniermation thed

dre Llbert "sdth bas besn seleeted Ly the Civil jervinuties
dadalstrator a¢ thelr rejresentotive on (hds Maclone In
vlew of the ’met that Mpe “mith 1o now Lu the Conel oney A0
i recucsted that the De,artaent ¢f "tate iniors the f'ivh
levonauties Jondcdstor of the clenrunge reced of ‘rem the
Chilean Gevernment in order tiat he may srrenge for re ‘'wth
t¢ Jodn be ™Mesion in the Tanal ohe.

& "ineerely yours,

| SWNCC

| COL. MoCARTHY SN ‘ o, ) ML
COMBR. RICHARDSON A $ 4y
MR. R. E. COX

l L. PENNOYER ucrgt.rf 9 "Ny

N ik ’“l.,'".*
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The Honorable

The Acting Secretary of State

Dear Mr. Secretary:

dith reference to the letter from the Asgistant Secretary of
State dated Mey 31, 1945, concerning the plecing of & special
engineering mission to pssist the Chilean Government in construction
of airfields, I am pleased to learn that {t is the State Department's
view that the War Department should proceed with the assignment of

such 2 mission.

The War Department contemplates assigning for this purpose &
apecinl miseion to consist of spproxime tely 13 officerw &nd enlisted

nen on permanent duty with the Commanding General, Cariboean Defense

Command. General Brett will then assign this personnel on temporary
duty in Chile. 3y this means, all questions of additional compensa-
tion and individual diplomatic clearance for the personnel involved
will be evoided, since the United States will bLear all expenses. It
will also enable Genernl Brett to withdraw the mission when its task in
Chile is completed for use in some other country should such use &appear

d.Sierlc at thet time.,

The War Department is presently engaged in locating personnel with
the proper requirements for this group. It is comtemplated that Colonel

Ellie, the present Military Alr Atteche in Chile, will be appointed as
its chief. It would Le eappreciated if your Department would secure the
concurrence of the Government of Chile to this plan and advise the War

Department when such concurrence is obtained,

It is understood that the mission will make no commitnents with
wward to the furnishing of Lend-Lease. The assignment of a technician

from the Civil Aeronsutics Administration &s & membDe group will
be handled directly between the War Department and the Civil Aeronautics

Adminiestration.

Sincerely yvours,

Secretary of war

-

?

COPY FOI'?.{ SWNCC
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OFD 336 Chile (16 Mar I5)

The Assistant Seeretary of tate

Dear Mre Jearetary:
I have your letter of lMarch 16, 1945 wherein you Srerssdt

the text of 8 commmicetion sddressed to the Mindster of Ferelign
Affaire of Chile by the Mindster of National Defenme of that
coumtyy expressing satismotion with the reeently ooncliuied
Mlateral military staff conversstions between military repre-
pentatives of Chile and the United Otates,

Copies of your letter are being trenomitted to Oensrels
Prett and Smdith and coples of the same letter are baing inclwded
in their official recoxds.

dincerely yours,

(Signed) ROBERT P. PATTERSON

dctingdiooretary of lar
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OPD
GEH
72585

OPD 500,82 Latin America (7 Aug LL) September s 134l

September 25, 19LL

The Honorable,
The Secretary of State.
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I refer to a memorandum dated August 7, 194LL from
the Department of State to the Assistant Chief of Staff,
Operations Division, War Department General Staff, subject:
"Interest of Chilean Government in Constructing a Network of
Airfields in Chile", inclosing a memorandum submitted to you
by the Chilean Air Force Commission.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have decided that there
18 no necessity for the development of military air bases in
Chile at this time. Therefore, I consider that the only direct
military interest which the War Department has in the above
project lies in obtaining from Chile the right for military
aircraft to fly into, through and away from that country.

The potential value of commercial aviation to any
future military effort is of course recognized, and to that
extent the War Department is interested in the development of
commercial bases, both foreign and domestic. However, since
the matter of obtaining operating and other rights for inter-
national commercial airline expansion, as certificated by the
Civil Aerconautics Board, is one in which your Department
exercises primary interest, 1 suggest that the construction
of airfields in Chile be approached from the commercial airline
standpoint rather than from any military requirement.

Sincerely yours,

Sgd. Henry L. Stimson

Secretary of War.
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OPP 580.82 Latin America (7 Aug 44) Beptember , 1944

September 25, 1944

The Honorable,
The Secretary of State.
Dear MNr. Seoretary:

' i refer to a memorandum dsted August 7, 1944 from
vhe Department of Stave to the Assistant ef of Starr,
Ogcratlono Pivision, War Depsrtment General Staff, subject:
“Interest of Chilean Government in Construeting a Network
of Alrfields 1in Chile®, inclosing a memorandum submitted
t0 you by the Chilean Alr Force Commission.

‘he Joint Chlefs of Staff have decided that there
18 no necesslty for the development of military air bases
in Chile at this time. Therefore, I consider that the only
direct military interest which the War Department has in
Lthe above project lles in obtaining from Chile the right
for military alrecraft to fly into, through and away from
vhat country.

‘he potential value of commercial aviation to any
future military effort 1s of course recognized, and to that
extent the War Department 1s interested in the development
of commercial bases, both foreign and domestic. However,
since the matter of obtalning operating and other rights
for international commercial airline expansion, as certi-
ficated by the Civil Aeronautics Board, is one in which
your Department exercises primary interest, I suggest that
the comstruction of airfields in Chile be ap-roached from
the commerclal airline standpoint rather than from any
military requirement.

Bincerely yours,
Sgd. Henry L. Btimson

oecretary of Vvar.
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The Honoradle

"l

'ne Jeeretary of Stave
Dear o, Segretary!

I have your letter of 8 Yebruary 194l enclosing
coples of dlspatches and enclosures from the American
smbassador at Santiage, Chile, concerning the possible
sstablishnent of & naval and alr base in the "agullanes

nrTea Of Chllﬁ.

The subjeoct of U.5, requireaents for post-var Dases
1e & matter of contimuing study by the Jolnt Chiels of
Staff. In view of the indieated jolat Army-iavy interest
in this satter. 1 have arranged to have your letter, with
snclogsures, studied by the Joint Chiefs of itaff. 1 wish,
therefore, to vithheld comaent OR your lettar until the
Jolnt Chiefs of Jtaff study of the allitary sspectis of
this problen is regcelived,

Jincerely yours,

Jearetary of var
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8 February 1945

Memorandum For the Administrative Assistant
to the Secretary of War;

No action is being taken on this matter
by the State-Nar-Navy Coordinating Committee

at this time.

For the Secretariat, SWNCC.

A. F, Richardson
Secretary
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8 Pebruary 1945

Memorandum For Mr. Kane, Special Assistant
to the Secretary of the Navy:

No action is being taken on this matier

by the State-War-Navy Coordinating Lommittee

at this time.

For the Secretariat, SWNCC.

A. Fe Richardson
Secretary
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WASHINGTON

February 8, 1945

In reply refer to
RL

TOP SECRLT

My dear Mr,., Secretary:

I tranemit herewith coplies of deepatchee and enclosures
from the American Embassy in Santiago, Chile, concerning
various proposals and Aiscueslions which have come to the stl-
tention of the Embessy in regard to establishment of a naval
end alr base 1n the Magallanes area of Chile, These reports
indicate that the subject of a naval and air base near Magel-
lanes, which would be avallable to the armed forcees of the
United Statee, hae been discuseed by Mr, Glen Ruby, Vice Pres-
ident of the United Engineering Corporation, with the inten-
dente (governor) of Magallanes and with the United Statee Naval
liaison officer at Punta Arenas, The naval lialeon officer has
also informally discussed the subject wvi th the intendente,

Ambassador Bowers points out in hls despatech No, 11,408
of January 4 that quite aslde from the discussions of thle sub-
ject referred to above, 1t 18 approrriate at this time to
determine whether this Government wishee to take up the questlon
of the development of a basse in the Magallanes ares with the
Chilean Government, The Department of State has already 1in
another connection informed Ambassador Bowere that the supject
of operational facllitiee including bases 1& not to be con-
eldered in the military and navsl staff conversatione now goling
on between representatives of the armed forces of Cnhlile and the
United States in Santlago.

Previous directives recelved from the Joint Chlefs of Staff
oy the Department of State concerning operational faclllitles
deslired in the American republice have not requested the Depart-
ment to take up the subject of a base in the Magallanes area
with the Cnllean Government, In order to inform Amoassador Bowerese
of the policy of this Government toward that acuestion, I should

The Honorable appreclate

Jameeg V. Forrestal,

Secretary orf the Navy.




DECLASSIFIED £.0. 11652, Sec 3(E) and 5(D) or (E) NNDG#__Z 4L D[ .3 ).

appreclate receiving from you the views of the Navy Department,

It 18 suggested that you may wish to bring thie letter and en-
closures to the attention of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

Sincerely yours,

/8/ Joseph C. Grew
Actling Secretary

Enclosures:

1. Copy of despstch

no, 11,396, January 3,
from Santiago,
Copy of despatech

no, 11,403, January 4,
from Santiago.
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DEPA RTMENT OF STATE
WATRINGTON

Februsry 8, 19485
:?‘ reply refer to

My dear Mr, Cecretarys

I transmit herevith coplee of despatchee snd enclosures
from the American Pfmbacrsy in Santiago, Chile, concerning
various proposale and Aiscuseions which have come to the nte
tention of the Fmbassy in regard to establishment of a naval
and alr base in the Magallanes area of Chile. These reports
indionte that the subject of a naval and alr bage near Magel-
lanes, which would be avelilable to the armed forces of the
United States, has been Alscussed by Mr, Olen Ruby, Vice Pres-
ldent of the United Engilneering Corporation, with the inten-
dente (governor) of Magallanes and with the United 3tates Naval
llalson officer at Punta Arenas, The naval lialson offilcer has
2180 informally discussed the subject w» th the intendente.

Anbassador Bowere points out in his despatch No, 11,403
of Janusry 4 that quite aside from the dlscussions of thie sube
Ject referred to above, 1t 18 aprrorriate at this time to
determine whether this Government wishes to take up the question
of the development of a buse in the Magallanes area with the
Chilean Government, The Department of State has already in
another connection informed Amdbassador Bowere that the subjeoct
of operational facilities including bases ie not to be cone
sldered in the military and navsl staff conversations now golng

on between representatives of the armed forces of Chile and the
United States in Santiago.

Frevious directives received from the Joint Chiefs of Staff
by the Department of State concerning operstional fscilities
desired in the Americsn republics h.ve not requested the Depart-
ment to take up the subject of a base in the Magallsnes arca
¥1th the Chilean Government, In order to inform Ambassador Bowers
of the polley of this Government towsrd that queetion, I should

The Honorable apnreclate
James V, Forrestal,

Secretary of the Navy.
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agpreolate receiving from you the viewvs of the Navy Department,
It is supggested that you may wish to bring this letter and en-
closures to the attention of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

Sincerely yours,

/8/ Joseph C, Orew
Aoting Cecoretary

fnolosurret

1. Copy of despatch
no, 11,396, January 3,
from Santiago,

Copy of Adespatoh
no, 11,403, Janusry 4,




