OPNAV-16-V-#537

Form ACA-) ~ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify wher

Sheet |1 of 5 filled out)

|. GENERAL . .
(a) Unit Reporting . Vi=l2 (b) Based on or at Lol J‘mﬂm(WﬂlS} (c) Report I\Io(Wmm3"‘?"‘z"'3
(d) Take off: Date 3 Yay 1945 Time (LZT)lf’oziI) (Zone); Lat. 20~50M Long. 129.3m
(e) Mission darget GaP, KIKLI SHDEA, HaNOEI SHCTO (f) Time of Returnlgm(IL(Zone)
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
T AR TAKING 5%%15;: | ATTACKING prarter B bt " FUZE, SETTING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

VP12 % 0 8 :3i~-1 Nosel..

ot B ;in&l Ej _. Bej Lae)
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. y
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE | SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
one
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).
T;a,;:E NO NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFIIAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED - ENCOUNTER -~ GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
Hone (ZONE)
(ZONE)
(ZONE)
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? R |f so, Describe Clouds TSI —
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon TR o (k) Visibility
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
Y. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).
A& (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: ) ‘ g . (c) (d)
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED | WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
__Jone
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AT AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT RESTRICTED,

Sheet 2 of S filled out)

. CONPIDBNTIAL
REPORT No. VE=12«45

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

s (c) (d) (e)
- TYPE C(J;:N A/C SQU%RON 'TYPEC(?LEEF:OEY(F;EEFEQhAEF’rgNQI{CCAUSE s\fevll\_‘{-iﬁglir'jg:T‘raﬁg?Le%u(i;;Lnirlﬂ?B (Give BEuerESI ger(ijaﬁ nLu(r?r?t;seP cﬁ‘ 52?22? geEé’rroyed)
1 Neone '
2
3 .
4
p)
6
7
8 S
9
10
11
12
13
14
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) |
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
) |
VIil. RANGE, FUEL, AND . AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL NO OF PLANES
‘ A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
0Tl 83 30 Almin 400 4 ﬁ 1275 8
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER ! NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75Smm and over £
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm X
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm X

_ X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

lone snoountered.
TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-223
Form ACA-]
Sheet 4 of 5

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds.

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT
Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses

Enemy Weaknesses
Offenswe Tactics, Own
o Enemy
Defenspracncs Own
L Eney
- Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT L, Epeem

filled out)

| . REPORT No__ Welfetd

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets it necessary.)

CONPIDESTIAL

On this Might an attept was made to burn out & woodsed area at the
gouthwest cormer of VAN Alrfield, KEIXAL SHIMA with HAPALY bombs. Two
G8-gal, HAPALN wing tanks were launched with each HELLCAT. Fifteen of
the sixteon bombs hit within the target area (presumed to coneceal dige
persed airaraft), starting large firess four of these fires continued
to burn %11l after the patrol had retired, an hour and a half later.
The attack was started in a glide from 10,000 feet, with the pushe-
over to about a 60 degree dive at 7600 rut. and release at 1500 fesgt.
All sixtesn bombs ignited.

As Lt.Cdr. F. H. MICHAELIS, Fighting TVELVE's skipper, dove at the
asrea o noticed an operaticnal plame thought to be an OSGAR on the edge
of the taxiway adjacent te the target. MHe sitvrafed duriang his dive, re-
loased his NAMALY, rendezvoused, and returned to attack the grounded
aireraft. Upon his second dive he was surprised to see that the OSCAR
had already been removed and concealed,

ALLSET — MFD BY THME EGRY REGISTER C€O., FATENTED




Pl ACKER e g AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT  [redsity wher
heet 5 of 5 - led ou
. . REPORT No W=12-43
Xil. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment 'freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
- Use additional sheets if necessary).
ARMAMENT | ‘ . '
Guns, Gunsights cffimﬁi m:;
Turre
Ammtjrswifion
Bombs, Torﬂpedoes
Pt R BAPALM bombs were given a chanoe to prove themselves on this hop.
COMMUNICATIONS All sixteen of the wing tanks loaded ignited and burned. Dropped from
NI Tipder, -2 an altitude of 1500 feet, Pifteen of the sixteen released fell within
Tt Sl the target area. Of the fifteen fires started, fowr wore still burning
Cades, Ciphers when the HELLOATS retired to returm to base. It can be assumed that
RECOGNITION goms objocts more usbstantial than thatched huts were set afllre. In
!;gnafs this instance NMAPALM was the idsal armsment for such an attack and
Ea’rtleduths | preoved itself successful.
roceaures
PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachtites |
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

L andina Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

| ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant

Lights
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY

AR N7 10 lay 1945
hde s _ AT N S W R S Sl s F I < o .. o
SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE ‘ c& WK peaDUTY DATE
‘.'. m. Lt' ( “) » m' LCIO ALLSET E%ﬁ?m?ﬂ%?r%un%t. e g




