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Student Life

It is well known that the intellectual development of the
people of a nation is one of the chief factots which make the
nation prosperous and powerful. No nation in this twentieth
century could develop materially withont the essential basis of
culture having first been laid. So writers of to-day consider
education as the most important function of the state. The
peaple, as we know, are the elements which make up a nation.
The boy of to-day is the man of the future. ¢ Whatever national -
service he can do depends upon his training in youth. Now let
us ask, What is the chief factor of intellectual development ?
A moment’s thought will convince us that'it is nothing more
than the acquisition of knowledge. To gain it, there is no
better means than the school. From the above points of view,
the bearing of the student’s life to the greatness of a nation is

aily close, as far as the intellectual influence upon all.the
J%ial improvements is concerned. '
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A young man of to-day is, as we have said already, the man
of the future. To shoulder the responsibility of the nation in
~ the future, he should learn in school what he ought to know.
For. example, those students who wish to be lawyers or states-
men, must have a sound knowledge of Law, Diplomacy,
Politics, and Economics.” To one who wishes to be a successful
merchant, a good command of foreign languages is necessary.
Besides, such sciences as Sociology, Psychology, and Statistics
are also of vital importance to him. Those who intend to be
doctors ought to be grounded in such sciences as Chemistry,

Physiology, and Pharmacology But to every man the study of
Ethics is necessary. -

A man can do nothing for the welfare of & nation unless he
possesses moral character. It is absolutely true that much
knowledge without good character brings forth rascality, and

good conduct without profound knowledge produces homely
snnphclty

~ These two phases of education ought to receive equal atten-
tion. Hence, with a view to assuming responsibility in the
future, every young man should pay a good deal of attention
to the lines of study in which he is interested, besides moral
philosophy, the correct guidance of mankind. |

The great author, Pope, declared in his essay, ‘A httle

knowledge is a da,ngerous thing.” A little learning, since it is
not sufficient to develop intellect and moral charactel is S apt. to-
lead 2 man into temptation.

I is obvious thgt knowledge is too important to be Over- -
looked. And to gain it is not a matter of difficulty. We
ghould have, first of all, a definite object before us. With these -
two things we can overcome the obstacles in our course and = ...
satisfy our hopes. Hence, while on the one hand, we should =
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not change from one school o snother till we are graduated,
on the other, we should not begin the difficult book without
reading first the easy one. - By so doing there is scarcely & man
who cannot acquire a good habit of study. . There is reason to
believe that any ome who studies one science after another
cannot acquire a thorough knowledge of any. To study science’
i3 like digging & well. We must concentrate our work as far as
possible. If we dig a well here to-da), and another there to-
morrow, the well can never be dug. Thls is venﬁed by the
maxim, * A rolling stone gathers no moss.’

It is a common oceurrence in school that most students
acquire but little knowledge at the time of their graduation. .
During the school years, their aim is to play only. Their
school-mates are none but play-mates. They do not take any
care of the future, but as they grow older and know the pressing
necessity of knowledge, they become aware that it is oo late for
them to mend. The golden time, if once wasted, never returns,
Hence, they have always to keep in mind that time and tide
wait for no man.

- The qualities that bring a.bout the different kinds of

" inventions which influence the world so much are persistence

and determination. Let us think of the strong and wealthy

- countries and the stationary and retrograde ones, and try to find
the chief ceuse which makes them so widely different.- -A

thoughtful consideration will make it clear that the pre-emi-

nence of a nation is the result of scientific researches. Moreover,

the progress and advancement of the world is proportionate to

the intellectual development of the people; the higher the people

can reach, the more ejvilised the world will be. Therefore the.
importance of the student’s life to & nation is very great.

Writlen by a grateful reader of *‘ The Students’ Magazine.”
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.  About Jukao

Jukao (#m ML) is %one of the districts of Kiangsu Province,
situated on the left side of the Yangtize River. It is about two
‘hundred miles from Nanking, and one hundred milesfrom Shang-
hai, To the south there is a city called Nantung (#j i), not far
from the bank of the Yangize River. From Nantung to Jukao,
there is a well-watered and navigable river about thirty feet
wide, 8o travellers who go to or come from Shanghai are
mostly by way of Nantung.

- The area of the district of Jukao is about seven thousand
square miles. It contains a little less than four hundred thou.-
sand people. The commerce and indusiry of this district are not
as prosperous as that of Nantung, This is due to the fact that
‘there is no fine scenery in this distriet, and the journey and -
voyage are inconvenient to strangers. So travellers who come
from other provinces or countries are very few, and the business,
of course, cannot be prosperous. _ |

“In the city of Jukao, the main streets are paved with
rectangular stones, and lanes, with bricks. The roads are very
narrow and short, the greatest one not exceeding twenty feet
'in width, and one mile in length. Owing to the narrow roads,
Jukao has no carriages nor jinrikishas as in Nantung. The
only means of travel in the city is the sedan-chair,

There are many schools in Jukao, most of which are
public, and a few of them private. These are the normal
school, the girls’ normal school, the commercial school, the
technical school, and the primary school. The most noted is
the normal school which has two hundred students. All but a
few of them are natives of Jukao.
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In short, though commerce and industry are not prosperous
in Jukao, education is making steady progress. '
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A Spring Walk
(By Yang Paou Yu)

Spring is the first of the four seasons of the year. At this
time, the temperature 13 mild, the breezes are gentle, the day
is Jong, and the air is pure; so the weather is very healthy.

It is a holiday, so I am able to take a walk and look at
some strange sights of spring with my intimate friends. Start-
ing from our school, and walking slowly through a willow-
lined way for a little distance, we reach the pleasant place
where there are many green vegetables and yellow flowers in
~ the fields, and these are blown by breezes little by little like the
waves in the ocean. Close beside them are many rows of trees of
peach, willow, plum, and many others, which are covered with
green leaves or beauliful blossoms. Sometimes the beautiful
~ birds fly to and fro or sing a sweet song among the trees,
enjoying the good weather. After a while, the sun is set and
we are tired, therefore, we start back and return to our school.
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Charitable Works

Two rich men, A and B, each lived in a village and both
were well known for their generosity. A’s money was gone by
his generosity, and the people of his village were poor as before.
But B did not do like this and in less than ten years, the people
of his village were all able to support themselves. '

A was surprised greatly and called to see B. He asked him
and said, ‘‘Both you and I have devoted ourselves to
charities. How is it that our results are entirely different ?*?
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B said, ‘ First I ask you, How do you conduct your
charity ?””. |

A said, “ My policy has been the scattering of my wealth. .
If the weather is cold, I give away clothes and congee. If
the crops are not very good, I give away money and grain.
When I meet a beggar, I give money to him. I have never
refused any one who has applied to me for help, and yet the
‘number of persons requiring my help increases. I have given
away all I had and yet it is not sufficient.””

‘B said, ‘It is human nature to dislike work and love
ease. You give money to any man you sce and do not look
into his condition. The man gets your money without work-
ing and that causes the number of persons requiring your
help to increase day by day. Your kindness is just the cause
of their ruin.”

A said, *‘ How is your money used 2

B said, ‘1 have opened many schools and colleges and
some of the lessons are for the whole day and others for half
& day or night. From the scholars who come there I take
no tuition fees, and I have also opened many factories, so that
tliose who have no work may be employed in them and at
the same time I teach them work, I would permit no ‘one
to recéive pecuniary aid from me, unless he is an old man,
infant, or invalid. Thus the people of my village are all
diligently at work, and our village has become rich.”

A agreed to what he said. The conversation between

these men ought to convince philanthropists as to whose example
they should follow. ! _
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A Lilliputian

In the reign of Kang Iisi, there was a magician who
carried with him a wooden box in which he kept a little
creature bearing the form of a man. It was about a foot in
_ height. If any one gave him some money, he would open
the box and bid him come out to sing a song. When it was
done, he entered the box again. One day, lie came to the
district of Zeh. The magistrate there demanded his box,
taking it into his Yamen and asking the creature of its birth
secretly. At first he did not dare to say, but upon the magistrate’s
insisting on his explanation, he told bim his own story of
birth, He was a school-boy. One day when he was returning
home from school he wag kidnapped by the magician. After-
ward the magician gave him some medicine, which made his
body shrink in size at once. The magician then carried him
about as a toy. On hearing this the magistrate became very
angry. He instantly put the magician to death and kept the
little creature in his house.
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