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PREFACE.

Hﬁving lately feen the State of the

United Provinces, after a pro-

digions Growth in Riches, Beau-
ty, Extent of Commerce, and Number
of Inbabitants, arriv’d at length to fich
a height, (by the Strength of their Na-
vies, their fortifyd Towns, and [tand-
ing-Forces, with a conflant Revenue,
proportion’d to the Support of all this
Greatnefs,) as mede them the Envy of
[fome, the Fear of others, and the Won-
der of all their Neighbowrs.

We have, this Summer paft, beheld
the fame State, in the midft of great
appearing Safety, Order, Strength, and
Vigour, almoft ruin’d and broken to
pieces, in fome few Days, and by very
few Blows; and reducd in a manner
to its firft Principles of Weakne(s, and

A3 Diftrefs s
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Difirefs; exposd, opprefs’d, and very near
at Mercy. Their Inland Provinces Swal-
lowd up by an Invafion, almoff as fud-
deny and unrefifted, 4s the Tundations
ro which the others are fubject. And
the Remainders of their State rather
. kept nlive by Neglet?, or Difcopcert of
its Enemies, than by, any Stremgth of
Nature, or Endeavours at its own Re-
covery. o ’ '
 Now, becaufe fuch a Greatnefs and
SJuch a Fall of this State, feem Revoly-
tions - unparallel’d in any, Storyy. and.
bardly conceiv’d, -even by, thofe. who,
have lately feen them; 1 thought it
might be worth an idle Maw's time, to
geve fome decount of the Rife and Pro-
grefs of this Commonwealth, The Caufes
of their Greatnefs; And the Steps to-
wards their Fall : Which were all made
by Motions, perbaps, little taken. No-
tice of by common Eyes, and almoff un-
difcernable to any Man, that was not
placed 1o the beft ddvantage, and fome-
thing concern’d, as well as much en-
chind, toobferve them. = .
. The ufual Duty of Employments a-
broad, impofed not only by Cuftom, byt
by Orders of Stace,. made it fit for me
Yo prepare fome formal dccount qé this
‘ Conn-
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Conntry and Govermment, after Two
Years Embafflyy in the midlf of great
Confunitures and Negotiations among
shem. And fuch a Revolution as has
fince happen'd there, though it may have
made thefé Diftourfes little important
to His Majefty, or His Council 5 yet it
wil] not have renderd them lefs agreea-
ble to commen Eyes, wheay like Men thiat
liwe mear the Sea, will run out upon the
Cliffs to gaze av it in a Storm, though
they would not look out of their Win-
dows, to fee it in a Calms.

Befides, at a Time when the Actions
of this Scene take up, [ gemerally, the
Eyes and Difconrfes of their Neigh-
bours ; and the Maps of their Country
grow [v much in requeft: 1 thought a
Map of their State and Govermment
world not be unwelcome to the WWorld,
Jimce it is full as neceffary as the others,
to underfland the late Revolutions, and
Changes among them. And as no Man's
Story can be well written’till be is dead;
o the Account of this State conld not be
well given *till its Fall, which may
Juftly be ‘Dated from the Events of laft
Summer, (whatever Fortunes may fur-
ther attend them,) [ince therein we
have [een the fudden and viclent Diffo-

A 4 luties
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tution of that more Popular Govern-
menty, which bad continwd, and made
[fo much Noife, for above Twenty Years,
in the World, without the Exercife, or
Influence, of the Authority of the Prin-
ces of Orange, a Part [0 E(fential in
the firff Conflitutions of their State.
Nor can I wholly lofe my Pains in this
Adventure, when I fball gain the Eafe
of Anfwering this way, at once, thofe
many Queftions 1 have lately been ufed
to, wupon this Occafion: Which made
me firft obferve, and wonder, how igno-
rant we were, genevally, in the Affairs
and Conftitutions of a Country, [0 much
in our Eyey, the common Road of our
Travels, as well as Subject of our Talk,
and which we have been of late, not on-
ly curious, but concerm'd, to know.

1 am very fenfible, how ill a Trade it
is to write, where much is ventur'd, and
little can be gain'd ; fince whoever does
it ill is fure of Contempt 5 and the juft-
lieft that can bey, when no Mar provokes
him to diftover his own Follies, or to
trouble the World : If he writes well, ke
raifes the Envy of thofe Wits that are
poffe[s°d of the Vogue, and are jealous
of their Preferment there, asif 1t were
in Love, or in State; and have found,

: that
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that the neareft way to their own Repn-
tation lies, right or wrong, by the ‘De-
rifion of other Men. But, however, I
am not in Pain, for 'tis the Afeétation
of Praife, that makes the Fear of Re-
proach s and Iwrite without other De-
Jizn than of entertaining very idle Men,
and, among them, my [(elf. For 1 muft
confefs, that being wholly ufelefs to the
Publick ; and unacquainted with the
Cares of encreafing Riches, (which bufie
the World:) Being grown cold to the
Pleafuures of yeunger or livelier Men s
and having ended 1he Entertainments of
Building and Planting, (which ufe to
Succeed thems) finding lirtle Taffe in
common Converfation, and Trouble in
much Reading, - from the Care of my
Eyes, ( fince an llne(s contraited by
many unneceffary ‘Diligences in my Em-
ployments abroad ;) there can hardly be
found an idler Man than I; nor confe-
quently, one more excufable for giving
way to [uch Amifements as this : Hav-
ing nothing to do, but to enjoy tie Eafe
of a private Life and Fortune ; which,
as I know no Man envies, [0 (I thank
God) no Man can reproach.

I am wnot ignorant, that the Vein of
Reading never ran lower than in this

Ages
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Ages and [eldom goes farther than the
Defizn of raifing « Stock to furnifhs, (ome
Calling, or Cowverfation. The Defire of
Knowledge being either langh'd ont of
Doorsy by the Wit that pleafes the dge,
or beaten out by Intereft that [0 much
poffeffes it - And the Amufement of
Books, giving way to the Liberties or
Refinements of Pleafurey that were for-
merly lefs known, or lefs avowed, than
now. Xer f[ome there will always be
found in the World, who ask ng more at
their idle Hours, than to forget them-
Jelves. And, whether that _be brought
about by Drink or Play, by Love or Bu-
Suefs, or by [ome Diverfions, as idle as
this, *tis all & cafe.

Befides, it may poffibly fall outy at
one time or other, that fome Prince; or
great Minifter, may not be -ill pleasd
v thefe kind of Memorials, (upon [uch
@ Susiett,) to trace the fleps of Trade
and Richesy of Order and Power mn a
State, and thofe likewife of weak, or
wiolent Counfels 5 of corrupt, or illy Con-
duct; of Faition or Qbftinacy, which
decay and diffolve the firmeft Govern-
ments : That [o, by Reflections upon Fo-
reign Events,they may provide the bet-

ter and the earlier againft thofe at
home,
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hoime, and raife their own Honour = and
Happinefs, by equal degrees with .l‘bf'
Profperity and Safety of the Nat ions
they . govern.
. For, under favour of thofe who would
afs for Wits in our Age, by [a)ing
gb{;zg{: hich David z‘el}f uss the 1700l
Jfaid in l? $: And (et up”with bringing'
thofe Waies to Marker, which® (GODr
knows) have bien atiiagis in the Worldy
though kept up in’ corners, becaufe rhey
us'd to mark their” Owner'sy in” forhier
Ages, with the Naes of Buffoons,
Prophane, or Impttent, Men-; who
deride all Foym and Ordery as well as
Piety and Truth; and, under the No:
tion of Fopperies, endéatiour to diffolve
the wvery Bonds of all Civil Societys
though by the Favour dnd Protettion
thereof; they themfebves enjoy fo mueh
greater Proportions of Wealth, and of
Pleafures, than would firl to their fare,
if all lay_in comihion, as they feem fo
defign, ( for then fuch SPoffeffions «woiuld
belong of right to'the firongeft aid b dv-
¢t among us.}
~ Under favour of Jickh Men, Ibelieve
it will be found, Gt one time or othér,
%4[1 who ball try, That whilft Human
Nature contintes whas it vs; The [ume
' T Orders
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Orderis in State, The fame Difeipline ir

Armigsy, The fame Reverence for things
Sacredy And Refpect of Civil Inflituti-
ons, The fame Virtues and Difpofitions
of Princes and Magiftrates, deriv’d by
Iutereft, or Imitation, into the Cuffoms
and Humours of the People, will ever
have the fame Effects upon the Strength
and Greatnefs of all Governments, and
upon the Honour and Authority of thofe
that Rule, as well as the Happinefs and
Safety of thofe that obey. ‘
or are we 1o think Princes them-
felves Lofers, or lefs entertain'd, when
we fee them employ their Time, and
their Thoughts, in (0 ufeful Speculati-
onsy and to (o Glorions Ends: But that
rather, thereby they attain their true
Prerogative of being Happier, as well
as Greater, than Subjeéts can be. For
all the Pleafures of Senfe, that any
an can enjoy, are within the reach
of a private Fortune, and ordinary
Contrivance; Grow fainter with Age,
and duller with Ufe; Muft be revived
with Intermiffions, and wait upon the
returns of Appetite, which are nwo more
at Cdll of the Rick, than the Poor.
The Flafhes of Wit and good Humour,
that rife from the Vapours of Wine,

are



The Preface.

are little different from thofe that pro-
ceed from the heats of Blood iin the firft
Approaches of Feversy or Frenzies ; and
are to be valued, but as (indeed) they
are, the Effects of Diftemper. Byt the
Pleafures of Imagination, as they heigh-
zenand refine the very Pleafuves of Senfe,
Jo they are of larger Extenty and long-
er Duration.  And if the woft [enfual
Man will confefs there is a Pleafure in
Pleafing, He muft likewife allow, there
75 Good to a Man's Self, in doing Good
2o others; And the further this extends
the higher it rifes, and the longer it
lafts. Befides, there is Beauty in Or-
ders and there are Charms in well-de-
Jerved Praife: And both are the great-
er, by hoew much greater the Subjeits
As the firft appearing in a well-framed
and well-governed State; And the vther
arifing from Noble and Generous Acti-
~ons.  Nor can any Veins of good Ha-
monr be greater than thofe, that fwell
by the Succefs of wife Counfels, and by
2he fortunate Events of publick Affuirs;
Since a Man that takes pleafire in doing
good to Ten Thoufand, muf} needs bave
more, than he that takes none, but in
doing Good to Himfelf.

But
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But ybhefe. Thoughts lead me toq far,
and to_i'ittle purpofe: Therefore I Jball
. deave them for thofe I had” firf? in my
- Head, concerning the State of the Uni-
- ted-Prov inces. o
And vhereas the Greatnefs of their
. Strength,, and Revenues, grew out of the
Vaftne(s of their Trade, into which their
Religion, their Manners, and Difpofi-
. rions, their Situation, and the Form of
zheir Government, were the chief Ingre-
. dients.  And this laft had been raifed,
v partly wpon an old Foundation, “and
. partly with Materials brought together
- by many, and various Accidents 5 it will
. e neceffary for the Survey of this great
o Frame, to give [ome Account of the Rife
. and Progre(s of their State, by pointing
..ot the moft remarkable Occafions of the
- Jfirfly and ‘Periods of the other. To di-
. feover the Nature and Conftitutions of
. their Government in its feveral Parts,
- and the Motions of ity from the firf?
- and [malleft Wheels. To obferve, whar
is peculiar to them in their Situation, or
. Difpofitions:. And what in their Reli-
. gion.  To take a Survey of their Trade,
~gnd the Caufes of it : Of the Forces and
Revenues, which compofed their Great-

nefs :
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nefs: And the Circumftances, and Con-
junitures, awhich fan{?;jrgd to their Fali.
And thefe are the Heads, that foall
make the Order and Arguments in the
feveral Parts of thefe Obfervations.

The
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CHAP L
Of the Rife and Progrefs of the

United Provinces.

Hoever will take a View
of the Rife of this Com-
monwealth, muft trace
it up as high as the

firt - Commotions in the Seventeen
Provinces, under the Dutchefs of
Parma’s Government; and the true
Caufes of that more avowed and
general Revolt in  the Duke of
Alva’s time, And, to find out the
Natural Springs of thofe Revolutions,
muft refle& upon that fort of Govern-
ment under which the Inhabitants of
thofe Provinces lived for {o many
Ages paft, in the Subjettion of their
* feveral Dukes or Counts, ’till by Mar-
riages, Succeflions or Conqueft, they
came. to be united in the Houfe of
Burgundy, under Philip Sirnamed The
Good : And afterwards in that of Au-
Sriay under Philip Eather of Charles
B ‘

mn
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in the Perfon of that great Emperor
incorporated with thofe vaft Domini-
ons of Germany and Spain, Italy and
the Indzes.

Nor will it be from the Purpofe up-
on this Search, to run a little higher
into the Antiquities of thefe Countries :
For though moft Men are contented
only to fee a River as it runs by them,
and talk of the Changes in it, as they
happen; when ’tis troubled, or when
clear ; when it drowns the Country
in a Flood, or forfakes it in a Drowth:
Yet he that would know the Nature
of the Water, and the Caufes of thofe
Accidents, ({o as to guefs at their
Continuance or Return) muft find out
its Source, and obferve with what
Strength it rifes, what Length it runs,
and how many {mall Streams fall in,
and feed it to fuch a Height, as make
it either delightful or terrible tothe Eye,
and ufeful or dangerous to the Country
about it.

The Numbers and Fury of the Nor-
thern Nations, under many different
Names, having by feveral Inundations
broken down the whole frame of the
Roman Empire, extended in their Pro-
vinces as far as the Rhine ; either gave

: a
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abirth, or made way for the feveral King-
doms and Principalities, that have fince
continu’d in the Parts of Europe on
this fide that River, which made the
ancient Limits of the Gallick and Ger-
4n Nations. The Tra& of Land, which
Ze ufually call the Low-Countries, was
fo wafted by the Invafions or Marches
of this raging People, (who pafs’d by
them to greater Conquelts ) that the
Inhabitants grew thin; and being fe-
cure of nothing they poflefs’d, fell to
feek the Support of their Lives, rather
by Hunting, or by Vielence, than by
Labour and Induftry; and thereby the
Grounds came to be uncultivated, and
in the courfe of Years turned either to
Foreft, or Marfhes; which are the two
natural Soils of all defolated Lands in
the more temperate Regions. For by
foaking of frequent Showers, and the
courfe of Waters from the higher into
lower Grounds, when there is no Iflue
that helps them to break out into a
Channel, the flat Land grows to be a
mixture of Earth and Water, and nei-
ther of common ufe nor paflage to Man
or Beafts, which is call’d a Marfth. The
higher, and fo the drier, Parts, moiften’d
by the Rain, and warm’d by the Sun,
B2 fhoot
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fhoot forth fome forts of Plants, zs na-
turally as Bodies do fome fort of Hair,
which, being preferv’d by the Defolate-
nefs of a Place untrodden, as well as
untill'd, grow to fuch Trees or Shrubs
as are natural to the Soil, and thofe in
time producing both Food and Shelter
for feveral kind of Beafts, makethefort
of Country we call a Foref?.

And fuch was Flanders for many
Years before Charlemaign’s time, when
the Power of the Francs, having rais’d
and eftablifh’d a great Kingdom of their
own, upon the entire Conqueft of Gunl,
began to reduce the Diforders of that
Country to the form of a Civil, or (at
leaft) Military Government; to make
Divifions and Diftributions of Landsand
Jurifdi¢tions, by the Bounty of the
Prince, or the Services of his chief Fol-
lowers and Commanders : To one of
whom a great Extent of this Land was
given, wich the Title of Forefter of Flan-
ders. 'This Office continu’d for feveral
Defcents,and began to civilize the Coun-
try, by reprefling the Violence of Rob-
bers and Spoilers, who infefted the
Woody and Faft Places, and by encou-
raging the milder People to fall into

Cuvil Societies, to truft to their Indu-

ftry
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ftry for Subfiftence, to Laws for Pro-
teétion, and to their Arms united under
the Care and Condué of their Gover-
nors, for Safety and Defence.

In the time of Charlemaign, as fome
write; or, as others, in that of Charles
the Bald, Flanders was ere&ted into a
County, which chang’d the Title of
Forefter for that of Count, without in-
terrupting the Succeflion,

What the Extent of this County
was at firft, or how far the Jurifdiction
of Foreffers reach’d, I cannot affirm
nor whether it only border’d upon, or
included, the lower Parts of the vaft
Woods of Ardenne, which, in Charle-
maign’s time, was all Foreft as high as
Aix, and the rough Country for fome
Leagues beyond it, and was us’d com-
monly by that Emperor for his Hunt-
ing: This appears by the ancient Re-
cords of that City, which attribute the
Difcovery, or, at leaft, retrieving the
knowledge of thofe hot Baths, to the
Fortune of that Prince, while he was
Hunting: For his Horfe poching one
of his Legs into fome hollow Ground,
made way for the fmoaking Water to
break out, and gave occafion for the
Emperor’s building that City, and ma-

B 3 king
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king it his ufual Seat, and the Place of
Coronation for the following Empe-
rors.

Holland, being an Ifland made by the
dividing Branches of the ancient Rbizne,
and call'd formerly Batavia, was efteem-
ed rather a Part of Germany than Gaul,
(between which it was feated ) in re-
gard of its being planted by the Cazts,
a great and ancient People of Germany,
and was treated by the Romans rather
as an Allied than a Subjeéted Province;
who drew from thence no other Tribute
befides Bands of Soldiers, much efteem-
ed for their Valour, and join’d as Auxi-
liaries to their Legions in their Gallick,
German, and Brizifh Wars.

*T1s probable, thisIfland chang’d in a
great meafure Inhabitants and Cuftoms,
as well as Names, upon the Inroads of
the barbarous Nations, but chiefly of
the Normans and ‘Danes, from whofe
Countries and Language the Names of
Ho/land and Zealand {cem to be deriv’d.
But atout the Year 860, a Son of
the Count of Frize, by a Daughter of
the Emperor Lewss the Second, was b
him inftituted Count of Holland, and
gave Beginning to that Title; which,
running {ince that time through fo many

direét
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dire& or collateral Succeffions and fome
Ufurpations, came to an end at laft in
Phiisp the Second, King of Spazn, by
the Defe&ion of the United Provinces.

Under thefe firft Forefters and Counts,
who began to take thofe wafted Coun-
tries and mixed People into their Care,
and to intend the Growth, Strength,
and Riches of their Subjeéts, which they
efteemed to be their own: Many old
and demolifth’d Caftles were re-built,
many new ones ereted, and given by
the Princes to thofe of their Subjetts
or Friends, whom they moft lov'd or
efteem’d, with large Circuits of Lands
for their Support, and Seigneurial Jurif-
di¢tion over the Inhabitants. And this
- upon feveral eafie Conditions,but chiefly
of Attendance on their Prince at the
neceflary times of either honouring him
in Peace, or ferving him in War. Nay
poflibly, fome of thefe Seigneuries and
their Jurifdictions, may, asthey pretend,
have been the Remains of fome old
Principalities in thofe Countries among
the Gallick and German Nations, the
firft Inftitutions whereof were loft in
the Immenfity of Time that preceded the
Roman Difcoveries or Conqueft, and

might be deriv’d perhaps from the firft
B 4 Pater-
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Paternal Dominion, or Concurrence of
loofe People into orderly Neighbour-
hoods, with a Deference, if not Subjeti-
on, tothe wifeft or braveft among them.

Under the fame Counts were either
founded or reftored many Cities and
Towns; of which the old had their
ancient Freedoms and Jurifdictions con-
firmed, orothersannexed; andthe New
had either the fame granted to them by
example of the others, or great Immu-
nities and Privileges for the Encourage-
ment of Inhabitants to come and peo-
ple in them: All thefe Conftitutions a-
greeing much in Subftance perhaps by
imitation, or elfe by the agreeing Na-
ture of the People, for whom, or by
whom, they were framed, but differing
in Form according to the difference of
their Original, or the feveral Natures,
Cuftoms and Interefts of the Princes,
whofe Conceflions many of them were,
and all their Permiflions.

Another Conftitution which entred
decp into their Government, may be
deriv’d from another Source. For thofe
Northern Nations, whofeunknown Lan-
guage and Countries perhaps made
thew be call’d Barbarous, (thoughindeed
almoft all Nations out of Iz#/y and

Greece
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Greece were ftyled fo by the Romans,)
but whofe Vitories in obtaining new
Seats, and Orders in poflefling them,

" might make us allow them for a better -

policy’d People, than they appear'd by
the Vaftnefs of their Multitude, or the
Rage of their Battels.

W herever they pafs’d, and feated their
Colonies and Dominions, they left a
Contftitution which has f{ince been cal-
led, in moft European Languages, The
States ; confifting of Three Orders,
Nobley, Ecclefiaftical, and Popular, un-
der the limited Principality of One
Perfon, with the Style of King, Prince,
Duke, or Count. The Remainders, at
leaft, or Traces hereof, appear ftill in
all the Principalities founded by thofe
People in Italy, France and Spain; and
were of a piece with the prefent Con-
ftitutions in moft of the great Domini-
ons on t’other fide of the Rhine: And
- it feems to have been a Temper firft
introduc’d by them between the Tyran-
ny of the Eaftern Kingdoms, and the
Liberty of the Grecian or Roman Com-
monwealths.

*Tis true, the Goths were Gentiles
when they firft broke into the Roman
Empire, ’till one great fwarm of this

People,

9 .
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People, upon Treaty with one of the
Roman Emperors, and upon Concefli-
ons of a great Tralt of Land to be a
Scat for their Nation, embraced at
once the Chriftian Faith. After which,
the fame People breaking out of the Li-
mits had been allowed them, and b

frefh Numbers bearing all down where
they bent their March; as they were a
great means of propagating Religion in
many Parts of Europe where they ex-
tended their Conquefts; fo the Zeal of
thefe new Profelytes, warmed by the
Veneration they had for their Bilhops
and Paftors, and enriched by the Spoils
and Pofleflions of fo vaft Countries,
feem to have been the Firft that in-
troduced the Maintenance of the Chur-
ches and Clergy, by Endowments of
Lands, Lordfhips, and Vaffals, appro-
priated to them: For before this time
the Authority of the Priefthood in all
Religions feem’d wholly to confift in
the Peoples Opinion of their Piety,
Learning, or Virtues, or a Reverence
for their Charaéer and Myftical Cere-
monies and Inftitutions; their Support,
or their Revenues, in the voluntary
Oblations of pious Men, the Bounty
of Princes, or in a certain fhare out

of



Chap.1. of the United Provinces.

of the Labours and Gains of thofe who
liv’d under their Cure, and not in any
Subje&ion of Mens Lives or Fortunes,
which belonged. wholly to the Civil
Power : And Amminianus, though he

taxes the Luxury of the Bifhops in Va-

lentinian’s time, yet he {peaks of their
Riches, which occafioned or fomented
it, as arifing wholly from the Oblations
of the People. But the Devotion of
thefe new Chriftians introducing this
new form of endowing their Churches;
and afterwards Pepin and Charlemaign
King of the Francs, upon their Victo-
ries in Italy, and the favour of the Ro-
man Bithop to their Title and Arms,
having annexed great Territories and
Jurifdi&ions to that See: This Exam-
ple, or Cuftom, was followed by moft
Princes of the Northern Races through
the reft of Ewurope, and brought into
the Clergy great Pofleflions of Lands,
and by a neceflary Confequence a great
fhare of a Temporal Power, from the de-
pendances of their Subjeéts or Tenants;
by which means they came to be gene-
rally One of the Three Orders that
compos’d the Affembly of the States in

cvery Country.
This Conftitution of the States had
been

II
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been eftablil'd from time immemorial
in the feveral Provinces of the Low-
Countries, and was often afiembled for
determining Difputes about Succeflion
of their Princes, where doubtful or
contefted; For deciding thofe between
the great Towns; For raifing a Milice
for the Detence of their Countries in
the Wars of their Neighbours; For Ad-
vice in time of Dangers abroad, or
Difcontents at home; Burt always up-
on the new Succeflion of a Prince, and
upon any new Impofitions that were
neceflary on the Pcople. The Ufe of
this Affembly was another of thofe
Liverties, whereof the Inhabitants of
thefe Provinces were fo fond and fo
tenacious. The reft, befidcs thofe an-
cient Privileges already mention’d of
their Towns, were Conceflions and Gra-
ces of feveral Princes; in particular,
Exemptions or Immunities, Jurifdi¢tion
both 1n Choice and Exercife of Magi-
ftracy and Civil Judicature within
themfelves; or elfe in the Cuftoms of
ufing none but Natives in Charges and
Oihces, and pafling all weighty Affairs
by the great Council compoled of the
great Lords of the Country, who were

in a manner all Temporal, there being
but
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but Three Bifhops in all the Seventeen
Provinces, ’till the Time of Philip the
Second of Spain. -

The Revenues of thefe Princes con-
{ifted in their ancient Demefnes, in fmall
Cuftoms, (which yet grew confiderable
by the greatnefs of Trade in the Ma-
ritime Towns, ) and in the voluntary
Coutributions of their Subjeéts, cither
in the States or in particular Cities,
according to the Neceflities of their
Prince, or the Aftettions of the People.
Nor were thefe frequent; for the For-
ces of thefe Counts were compos’d of
fuch Lords, who either by their Go-
vernments, or other Offices, or by the
Tenure of their Lands, were oblig’d to
attend their Prince on Horfeback, with
certain Numbers of Men, upon all his
Wars: Or elfe of a Milice, which was
call’d Les gens 4 ordonnance, who fer-
ved on foot, and were not unlike our
Train-bands; the Ufe, or at leait Style
whercof, was renewed in Flanders up-
on the laft War with France in 1667,
when the Count Egmont was made by
the Governor, General de gens d& ordon-
nance.

Thefe Forces were defrayed by the

Cities or Countrics, as the others were
raifed

I3
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raifed by the Lords when occafion re-
quired; and all were licenfed immedi-
ately when it was paft, fo that they
were of little Charge to the Prince.
His Wars were but with other Princes
of his own Size, or Competitors to his
Principality ; or fometimes with the
Munities of his great Towns; f(hort,
though violent ; and decided by one
Battel or Siege; unlefs they fell into the
Quarrels between England and France,
and then they were engaged but in the
Skirts of the War, the grofs of it being
waged between the two Kings, and thefe
fmaller Princes made ufe of for the
Credit of Alliance, or fometimes the
Commodioufnefs of a Diverfion, rather
than for any great Weight they made
in the Main of the Affair.

The moft frequent Wars of the
Counts of Holland were with the Fri-
zons, aPart of the old Saxons ; and the
fierceft Battels of fome of the Counts
of Flanders were with the Normans,
who pafs’d that way into France, and
were the laft of thofe Nations that have
infefted the more Southern Parts of Eu-
rope. 1 have fometimes thought, how
it thould have come to pafs, that the
infinite Swarm of that vaft Northern-

HiVC)
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Hive, which fo often thook the World
like a great Tempeft, and overflow’d
it like a Torrent; changing Names,
and Cuftoms, and Government, and
Language, and the very face of Na-
ture, wherever they feated themfelves;
which upon Record of Story, under the
Name of Gauls, pierc’d into Greece and
Italy, facking Rome, and befieging the
Capitol in Camillus his time ; under
that of the Cimbers, march’d through
France, to the very Confines of Italy,
defended by Marins; under that of
Hunns or Lombards, Vifigoths, Goths,
and Pandals, conquer’d the whole For-
ces of the Roman Empire, fackt Rome
thrice in a {mall compafs of Years, feat-
ed Three Kingdoms in Spain and Africk,
as well as Lombardy ; and under that
of Danes or Normans, poflefs’d them-
felvesof England, agreat partof France,
and even of Naples and Sicily. How
(I fay) thefe Nations, which feem’d to
{pawn in every Age, and at fome Inter-
vals of Time difcharged their own
native Countries of {o vaft Numbers,
and with fuch Terror to the World,
fhould, about Seven or Eight Hundred
Years ago, lcave off the ufe of thefe
furious Expeditions, as if on a fudden

they
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they fhould have grown barren, or
tame, or better contented with their
own ill Climates. But I f{uppofe, we
owe this benefic wholly to the Growth
and Progrefs of Chriftianity inthe North,
by which early and undiftinguifh’d Co-
pulation, or multitude of Wives, were
cither reftrain’d or abrogated: By the
fame means Learning and Civility got
footing among them in fome degree,
and enclofed certain Circuits of thofe
vaft Regions, by the diftin&ions and
bounds of Kingdoms, Principalities, or
Commonalties. Men began to leave
their wilder Lives, {pent without other
Cares or Pleafures, than of Food, or
of Luft; and betook themfelves to the
Eafe and Entertainment of Societies:
With Order and Labour, Riches be-
gan, and Trade followed ; and thefe
made way for Luxury, and that for
many Difeales or ill Habits of Body,
which, unknown to the former and
Gimpler Ages, began to fhorten and
weaken both Life and Procreation. Be-
fides, the Divifions and Circles of Do-
minion occafion’d Wars between the
feveral Nations, though of one Faith;
and thofe of the Poles, Hungarians, and
Muftovites, with the Turks or 7. 47;‘44;;-,

made
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made greater Slaughters; and by thefe
Accidents 1 fuppofe the Numbers of
thole fertile Broods have been leflen’d,
and their Limits in a meafure confin’d;
and we have had thercby, for {fo long
together in thefe parts of the World,
the Honour and Liberty of drawing our
own Blood, upon the Quarrels of Hu-
mour or Avarice, Ambition or Pride,
without the Afliftance, or Need, of any
barbarous Nations to deftroy us.

But to end this Digreflion, and re-
turn to the Low-Couniries, where the
Government lafted, in the form and
manner defcribed, (tho’ in feveral Prin-
cipalities, ) ’till Philp of Burgundy, in
whom all the Seventeen Provinces came
to be united.

By this great Extent of a populous
Country, and the mighty Growth of
Trade in Bruges, Gant, and Anrwerp,
attributed by Comines to the Goodnefs
of the Princes, and Eafe and Safety of
the People; both Philip, and his Son
Charles the Hardy, found themfelves a
Match for France, thenmuch wealken’d,
as well by the late Wars of England,
as the Fa&ions of their Princes. And
in the Wars with Frasce, was the Houfe
of Burgundy, under Charles and Max:-

C milian
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milian of Awftria, (who Married his
Daughter ana Heir) and afterwardsun-
der Charles the Fifth, their Grand-child,
almof(t conftantly engag’d; the Courfe,
Succefles, and Revolutions whereot are
commonly known.

Philip of Burgundy, who began them,
was a good and wife Prince, lov'd by
his Subjeés, and eftecmed, by his Ene-
mies; and took his Meafures fo well,
that upon the declining of the Englifh
Greartnefs abroad, by their Diflentions
at Home, he ended his Quarrels 1n
France, by a Peace, with Safety and
Honour ; f{o that ke took no Pretence
from his Greatnefs, or his Wars, to
change any thing in the Forms of his
Government: ‘But Charles the Hardy
engaged more rafhly againft France, and
the dwitzers, began to ask greater and |
frequent Contributions of his Subjets;
which, gain’d at firft by the Credit of
his Father’s Government and his own
great Defigns, but {pent in an unfortu-
natc War, made his People difcontent-
ed, and him difefteemed, °’till he ended
anunhappy Life, by an untimely Death,
in the Battel of Nancy. ,

In the time of Maximilian, {everal
German Troops were brought dowr}:i[nto
‘ an-
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Flanders, for their Defence againft
France; and in that of Charles the
Fifth, much greater Forces of Span:-
ards and Italians, upon the famec occa-
fion;-athingunknown to the Low-coun-
try-menin the time of their former Prin-
ces. But through the whole courfe of
this Emperor’s Reign, who was com-
monly on the fortunate hand, his Great-
nefs and Fame encreafing together, et-
ther diverted or fupprefled any Difcon-
tents of his Subjets upon the increafe
of their Payments, or the grievance of
fo many Foreign Troops among them.
Befides, Charles was of a gentle and a
generous Nature; and, being born in
the Low-Countries, was naturally kind
and eafie to that People, whofe Cuftoms
and Language he always ufed when he
was among them, and employed all their
great Men in the Charges of his Court,
his Government, or his Armies, through
the feveral parts of his vaft Dominions;
fo that upon the laft great Ation of his
Life, which was the Refignation of his
Crowns to his Son and Brother, he left
to Philip the Second, the Seventeen
Provinces, in a Condition as Peaceable,
and as Loyal, as either Prince or Sub-
jects could defire.

C2 Phi-
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Philip the Seconds coming to the
Pofleflion of fo many and great Do-
minions, about the Year 1556, after
fome Trial of good and ill Fortune in
the War with France, (which was left
him by hisFather, like an Encambrance
upon a great Eftate,) rcftor’d, by the
Peace of Cambrey, not only the Quiet
of his own Countrics, but in a man-
ner of all Chriftendom, which was in
fome degree or other engog’d in the
Quarrel of thefe Princes. After this, he
refoly’d to return into Spain, and leave
the Low-Countries under a {ubordinate
Government,which had been’till Charles
the Fifth’s time the conftant Seat of
their Princes, and fhar’d the Prefence
of that great Emperor with the reft of
his Domwnions. , But Philip, a Spaniard
born, retaining, from the Climate or E-
ducation of that Country, the Severe-
nefs and Gravity of the Nation, which
the Flemings calld Refervednefs and
Pride ; conferring the Offices of his
Houft, and the Honour of his Coun-
cil and Confidence, upon Spaniards,
and thereby introducing their Cuftoms,
Habits, and Languag: into the Court
of Flanders ; continuing, afterthe Peace,
thofe Spanifh and Italian Forces, ar;ld

the
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the Demand of Supplies from the States
which thzWar had made neceflary, and
the eafier fupported; He {oon lcft off
being lov’d, and began to be fear’d by
the Inhabitants of thofe Provinces.
But Philsp the Sccond thought it not
agreeing with the Pomp and Greatnefs
ot the Houft of Auftria, alrcady at the
Head of fo mighty Dominions; nor with
his Defigns of an yet greater Empire,
to confider the Difcontents or Grievan-
ces of fo fmall a Country; nor to be
limited by their ancient Forms of Go-
vernment: And therefore, athis Depar-
ture for Spain, and Subftitution of his
Natural Sifter the Dutchefs of ‘Parma,
for Governefs of the Low-Countries, al-
fitted by the Miniftry of Granvell, he
left her inftruéted to continue the Fo-
reign Troops, and the Demand of Mo-
ny from the States for their Support,
which was now by a long courfc of
War grown cuftomary among them,
and tiie Sums only ddputed between
the Prince and the States: To eftablith
the Fourteen Bithops, he had agreed
with the Pope, fhould be added to the
Three, that were anciently in the Low-
Countries : To revive the Ediéts of

Charles the Fifth againt Lather, pub-
C 3 lillvd
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lilh’d in a Diet of the Empire about
the Year 1550, but cluded 1in the Low-
Countries even 1n that Emperor’s time;
and thereby to make way for the In-
quifition with the fame courfe it had
received in Spain; of which the
Lutherans here, and the Moors theres
were made an equal Pretence. And
thefe Points, as they camc to be own-
ed and executed, made the firft Com-
motions of Mens Minds in the Pro- -
vinces.

The Hatred of the Pcople againft
the Spaniards, and the Infolencies of
thoie Trocops, with the Charge of their
Support, made them look’d upon by the
Inhabitants in general, as the Inftru-
ments of their Oppreflion and Slavery,
and not of their Defence, when a ge-
neral Peace had left them no Enemies:
And therefore the States began here
their Complaints, with a general Con-
fent and Paflion of all the Nobles, as
well as Townsand Country. And upon
the Delaysthat were contriv’d, or fell in,
theStates firft refufed to raife any more

.Monies, either for the Spaniards Pay,

or their own ftanding Troops; and the
People ran into fo great Defpair, that
in Zealand they abfolutely gave over

the
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the working at their Digues, fuffering
the Sea to gain every Tide upon the
Country ; and refolving (as they faid)
rather to be devoured by that Element,
than by the Spanzfb Soldiers: So that
after many Dilputes and Intrigues, be-
tween the Governefls and theProvinces,
the King, upon her Remonftrances,
was induced to their Removal; which
was accordingly performed with great
Joy and Applaufe of the People.
~ The cretting of Fourteen new Bi-
fhops Sees, raifed the next Conteft.
The great Lords look’d upon this In-
novation as a leflening of their Power,
by introducing fo many new Men into
the great Council. The Abbots (out
of whofe Lands they were to be en-
dow’d) pleaded againft it, as a violent
Ufurpation upon the Rights of the
Church, and the Will of the Dead,
who had given thofe Lands to a par-
ticular ufe. The Commons murmured
at it, as a new degree of Oppreflion
upon their Confcience or Liberty, by
the erecting fo many new Spiritual
Courts of Judicature, and fo great a
number of Judges, being Seventeen
for Three, that were before in the
Country ; and thofe dependitig abfo-
C 4 lutely
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lutely upon the Pope, or the King.
And all Men declaimed againft it, as a
Brea'h of the King’s Qath at his Ac-
ceflion to the Government, for the
preferving the Church and the Laws in
the fame ftate he found them. Howe-
ver this Point was gain’d entirely by
the Governefs, and carry’d over rhe
head of all Oppofition, tho’ rat with-
out leaving a general Difcontent.

In the midit of thele 11! Humours
ftirring in Flanders, the Wars of Reli-
gion, breaking out in France, drove
great numbers of Calviniffs into all
thofe parts of the Low-Countries that
confine upon France, as the Troubles
of Germany had before of Lutherans,
into the Provinces about the Rbine;
and the Profecutions under Queen Ma-
7y, thofe of the Church of England in-
to Flanders and Brabant, by the great
Commerce of this Kingdom with Brs-

ges and Antwerp.

Thefe Accidentsand Neighbourhoods
fill’d thefe Countries, in a {mall Trac
of Time, with Swarms of the R eformed
Profeflors : And the Admiration of
their Zeal, the Opinion of their Do-
&rine and Piety, the Compaflion of
their Sufferings, the Infufion of thc}r

Dif-
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Difcontents, or the Humour of the
Ag) gain’d them every Day many
Prol.lytes in the Low-Countrics, fome
among the Nobles, many among the
Villages, but moft among the Cities,
whoie Trade and Riches were much
encreafed by thefe new Inhabitants
and whofe Intereft thereby, as well as
Converfation, drew them on to their
Favour.

This made Work for the Inquifition,
though moderately exercifed by the
Prudence and Temper of the Gover-
nefs, mediating between the Rigor of
Grarvell, who ftrain’d up to the high-
eft his Mafter’s Authority, and the Ex-
ecution of his Commands upon all oc-
cafions ; and the Refolutcnefs of the
Lords of the Provinces, to temper the
King’s Ediéts, and protect the Liberties
of their Country againft the Admiflion
of this New and Arbitrary Judicature,
unknown to all ancient Laws and Cu-
ftoms of the Country; and for that,
not lefs odious to the People, than for
the Cruelty of their Executions. For,
before the Inguifition, the Care of Re-
ligion was in the Bifhops; and before
that, in the Civil Magiftrates through-
out the Provinces,

Upon
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Upon angry Debates in Council, but
chiefly upon the univerfal Miniftry of
Granvell, a Burgundian of mean Birth,
grown at laft to a Cardinal; and more
tamous for the Greatnefs of his Parts,
than the Goodnefs of his Life : The
chief Lords of the Country (‘among
whom the Prince of Orange, Counts
Egmont and Horn, the Marquefs of
Berghen and Montigny, were moft con-
fiderable) grew to fo violent and impla-
cable an Hatred of the Cardinal, (whe-
ther from Paflion or Intereft) which
was f{o univerfally {pread through the
whole Body of the People, ecither by
the Caufes of it, or the Example, that
the Lords firft refufed their Attendance
m Council, protefting, Not to endure
the Sight of o Man (o abfolute there,
and to the Ruin of their Country: And
afterwards Petitioned the King, in the
Name of the whole Country, for his
Removal: Upon the Delay whereof,
and the Continuance of the Inquifition,
the People appeared, upon daily Occa-
fions and Accidents, heated to that de- |
gree, as threatned a general Combufti-
on in the whole Body, when ever the
leaft Flame fhould break out in any
Part.

But
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But the King at length confented to
Granvell’s Recefs, by the Opinion of
the Dutchefs of Parma, as well as the
purfuit of the Provinces: V/hereupon
the Lords reafflum’d their Places in Coun-
cil; Count Egmont was fent into Spain
to reprefent the Grievances of the Pro-
vinces; and being favourably difpatcht
by the King, eipecially by remitting
the Rigor of the Ediéts about Religion,
and the Inquifition, all noife of Dif-
content and Tumult was appeafed, the
Lords were made ufe of by the Go-
vernefs in the Council, and Conduét
of Affairs; and the Governefs was
by the Lords both Obeyed and Ho-
noured.

In the beginning of the Year 1565,
there was a Conference at Bayonne be-
tween Katherine Queen-Mother of
France and her Son Charles the Ninth,
( though very young ) with his Sifter
Ifubella Queen of Spain: In which no
other Perfon but the Duke of A/va in-
terven'd, being deputed thither by Phs-
/ip, who excus’d his own Prefence, and
thereby made this Enterview pafs for
an efte&t or expreflion of Kindnefs be-
tween the Mother and her Children.
Whether great R efolutions are the more
' fufpetted

27
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fufpetted, where great Secrefie 1s ob-
ferv’d; or if it be true, what the Prince
of Orange affirm’d to have by accident
difcover’d, That the Extirpation of all
Families which fhould profefs the New
Religion in the French or Spanifh Do-
minjons, was here agreed on, with mu-
tual Affiftance of the Two Crowns.
*Tis certain, and was owned, that
Matters of Religion were the Subject
of that Conference; and that {oon
after, in the fame Year, came Letters
from King Philp to the Dutchefs of
Parma, difclaiming che Interpretation
which had been given to his Letters
by Count Egmont, declaring, His
Pleafure was, That all Hereticks (hould
be put to death without Remiflion;
That the Emperor’s Edilts, and the
Council of Trent, thould be publith-
ed and obferved; and commanding,
That the utmoft Afliftance of the Ci-
vil Power thould be given to the Jngui-

Jition.

W hen this was divulg’d, at firft,the A-
fronifhment was great throughout their
Provinces; but that foon gave way to
their Rage, which began to appear
in their Looks, in their Speeches, their

bold Meetings and Libels ; and was
encreafed
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encreafed by the miferable Spectacles of
" fo many Execcutions upon account of
Religion. The Conftancy of the Suf-
ferers, and Compaflion of the Behold-
ers, confpiring generally to leflen the
Opinion of Guilt or Crime, and heighten
a Deteftation of the Punithment and De-

fire of Revenge, againft the Authors of

that Counfel, of whom the Duke of
Alva was efteemed the Chief.

In the beginning of the Year 1566,
began an opcn Mutiny of the Citizens
in many Towns, hindring Executions,
and forcing Prifons and Officers; and
this was followed by a Confederacy
of the Lords, Never to fuffer the I%-
quifition in the Low-Countries, as con-
trary to all Laws, both facred and pro-
phane, and exceeding the Cruelty of
all former Tyrannies, upon which, all
Refolutions of Force or Rigor grew
unfafe for the Government, now too
weak for fuch a Revolution of the Peo-
ple; and on the other fide, Brederode,
in confidence of the general Favour,
came in the Head of Two Hundred
Gentlemen, thorow the Provinces, to
Bruffels, and in bold Terms petition’d
the Governefs for abolithing the Ingui-
. fition, and Edilts about Religion; and
that

19
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that new ones fhould be fram’d by a
Convention of the States.

The Governefs was forc’d to ufe
gentle Remedies to fo violent a Dif-
cafe; to receive the Petition without
fhew of the Refentment fhe had at heart,
and to promife a Reprefentation of
their Defires to the King; which was
accordingly done: But though the
King was ftartled with fuch Confe-
quences of his laft Commands, and at
length induced to recall them; yet,
whether by the Slownefs of his Na-
ture, or theForms of the Spanifh Courts
the Anfwer came too late: And as all
his former Conceflions, cither by Delay,
or Teftimonies of ill-will or meaning
in them, had loft the good Grace; fo
this loft abfolutely the Effe&, and came
into the Low-Countries when all was
in flame, by an Infurreion of the
meaner People through many great
Towns of Flanders, Holland, and U-
trecht 5 who fell violently upon the
Spoil of Churches, and Deftruction of
Images, with a thoufand circumftances
of barbarous and brutith Fury; which,
with the Inftitution of Confiftories and
Magiftrates in each Town among thofe
of the Reformed Profeflion, with P]qblz

i
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lick Confederacies and Diaftinétions,
and private Contributions agreed up-
on for the Support of their common
Caufe, gave the firft Date in this Year
of 1566, to the Revolt of the Low-
Conntries.

But rhe Nobility of the Country,
and the richeft of the People in the
Citics, though unfatisfy’d with the
Government, yet fecling the Effeéts,
and abhorring the Rage, of popular
Tumults, as the worft Mifchief that
can befall any Srate: And encourag’d
by the Arrival of the King’s Concefli-
ons, began to unite their Councils and
Forces with thofe of the Governefs,
and to employ themfelves both with
great Vigor and Loyalty, for fuppref-
fing the lite InfurreGions, that had
feis’d upon many, and fhak’d moft of
the Cities of the Provinces; in which
the Prince of Orange and Count Eg-
mont were great Inftruments, by the
Authority of their great Charges, (one
being Governor of Holland and Zea-

land, and the other of Flanders); but

more by the general Love and Confi-
dence of the People; ’till by the re-
ducing Palenciens, Maeftricht, and the
Burfe, by Arms; the Submiflion of

' Antwerp
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Antwerp and other Towns; the De-
feCtion of Count Egmont from the
Councils of the Confederate Lords (as
they were call’d;) the Retreat of the
Prince of Orange into Germany; and
the Death of Brederode ; with the News
and Preparations of King Philzp’s fud-
den Journey into the Low-Counrries, as
weil as the Prudence and Moderation
of the Dutchefs, in governing all thefe
Circumftances; The whole Eftate of the
Provinces was perfe@tly reftor’d to its
former Peace, Obedience, and at leaft,
Appearance of Loyalty.

King Philip, whether having never
really decreed his Journey into Flan-
ders, or diverted by the Pacification
of the Provinces, and Apprehenfion of
the Moors rebelling in Spain, or a Di-
ftruft of his Son Prince Charles his
violent Paflions and Difpofitions, or
the Expeltation of what had been re-
folved at Bayonne, growning ripe for
Execution in Franmce, gave over the
Difcourfe of fecing the Low-Countries ;
But at the {fame time took up the Re-
folution for difpatching the Duke of
Alva thither at the Head of an Army
of Ten Thoufand Veteran Spanifh, and
Iralian, Troops, for the Afliftanceof the

Go-
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Governefs, the Execution of the Laws,
the fupprefling and punithment of all,
who had been Authors or Fomenters of
the late Seditions. ,

This Refule was put fuddenly in
Execution, though wholly againft the
Advice of the Dutchefs of ‘Parma 1n
Flanders, and the Duke of Feria (one
of the chief Minifters) 1n Spain :
Who thought, the prefent Peace of the
Provinces ought not to be invaded by
new Occafions; nor the Royal Autho-
rity leflened, by being made a Party
in a War upon his Subjets ; nor a
Minifter employ’d, where he was fo
profefledly both hating, and hated, as
the Duke of Alva in the Low-Coun-
zries. o

But the King was unmoveable ; fo
that in the end of the Year 1567, the
Duke of A/va arriv’d there with an
Army of Ten Thoufand, the beft Spanifh
and Italian Soldiers, under the Com-
mand of the choiceft Ofticers, which
the Wars of Charles the Fifth, or
Philip the Second, had bred up in Eu-
rope ;5 which, with Two Thoufand Ger-
smans the Dutchefs of Parma had rais’d
in the laft Tumults, and under the
Command of fo Old and Renown’d

D - A
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a General as the Duke of 4/vaz, made
up a Force, which nothing in the Low-
Countries could look in the face with
other Eyes, than of Aftonifhment, Sub-
miflion, or Defpair.

Upon the firft report of this Expedi-
tion, the Trading People of the Towns
and Country began in vaft Numbers
to retire out of the Provinces; fo as
the Dutchefs wrote to the King, That,
in few days, above a Hundred Thou-
fand Men had left the Country, and
withdrawn both their Mony and
Goods, and more were following every
day : So great Antipathy there ever
appears between Merchants and Soldi-
ers; whilft one pretends to be fafe un-
der Laws, which the other pretends
{hall be fubje&t to his Sword, and his
Will.  And upon the firft AQion of
the Duke of 4/va after his Arrival,
which was the feizing Count Egmont
and Horz, as well as the fufpected Death
of the Marquefs of Berghen, and Im-
prifonment of Montigny inSpain, (whi-
ther, fome Months before, they had becn
fent with Commiflion and Inftruions
from the Dutchefs,) fhe immediately
defired leave of the King to retire out
of the Low-Countries.

This
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~ This was eafily obtained, and the
Duke of A/va invefted in the Govern-
ment, with Powers never given before
to any Governor: A Council of
Twelve was ere&ted for Tryal of all

Crimes committed againft the King’s

Authority, which was called by the
People, The Council of Blood. Great
numbers were condemned and execu-
ted by Sentence of this Council, upon
account of the late Infurreftions: More
by that of the Inguifition, againft the
parting-advice of the Dutchels of Par-
ma, and the Exclamations of the Péo-
ple at thole illegal Courts. The Towns
{ftomached the Breach of their Char-
ters, the People of their Liberties, the
Knights of the Golden-Fleece the Char-
ters of their Order, by thefe new and
odious Courts of Judicature: All com-
plain of the difufe of the States, of the
introduétion of Armies, but all in vain:
The King was conftant to what he
had determined; A4/vz was in his na-
ture cruel and inexorable; the new
Army was fierce and brave, and defi-
rous of nothing fo much as a Rebelli-
on in the Country : The-Pcople were
enraged, but awed and unheaded: All
was Seizure and Procefs, Confifcation

D2 and
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and Imprifonment, Blood and Horror,
Infolence and Dejeétion, Punithments

exccuted and meditated Revenge: The

{maller Branches were lopt oft apace;

the great ones werc longer a hewing
</

down. Count Egmont and Horne laft-

ed feveral Months; but, at length, in

fpight of all their Services to Charles

the Fifth, and to Phi/ip; as well as of

théir new Merits, 1n the quieting of
the Provinces, and of fo great Suppli-
cations and Interceflions as were made
in their Favour, both in §p4in and in
Flanders, they were publickly beheaded
at Brufels, which {cemed to break all
patience in the People; and, by their
End, to give thofe Commotions a Be-
ginning, which coft Eurgpe {o much
Blood, and §pain a great part of the
Low-Country-Provinges.

After the Procefs of Egmont and
Horne, the Prince of Orange, who was
reti’d into Germany, was {ummoned
to his Trial for the fame Crimes, of
which the others had been accufed ;
and, upon his not appearing, was con-
demned, proclaim’d Traitor, and his
whole  Eftate, which was very great
in the Provinces, (‘and in Burgundy)
feized upon, as forfeited to the Kinl;g-.

The
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The Prince, treated inthis manner, while
he was quiet and unarmed in Germany, -
cmploys all his Credit wich thofe Prin-
ces engaged to him by Alliance, qr by
common Fears of the Houlc of Ax-
Jftriay throws off all Obedience to the
Duke of A/va, raifes Forces, joins with
great numbers flocking to him out of
the Provinces: All enraged at the
Duke of Alva’s Cruel and Arbitrary
Government, and refolv’d to revenge
the Count Egmont’s Death, (who had
ever been the Darling of the People.)
With thefe Troops he enters Friezland,
and invades the outward Parts of Bra-
bant, receives Succours from the Prote-
ftants of France, then in Arms under
the Prince of Conde : And after man
various Encounters and Succefles, by
the great Condu&t of Alva, and Va-
lour of his Veteran Army, being hin-
dred from feizing upon any Town in
Brabant, (which both of them knew
would fthake the Fidelity of the Pro-
vinces,) he is dt length forc’d to break
up his Army,and to retire into Germany .
Hercupon, A/va returns in Triumph to.
Bruffels ; and as if he had made a
Conquetft, inftead of a Defence, caufes
out of the Cannon taken from Lewis
' D3 ‘ of
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of Naffaun, his Statue to be caft in Brafs,
treading and infulting upon two {maller
Statues, that reprefented the Two E-
ftatesofthe Low-Conntries : Andthisto
be erected 1n the Cittadel he had buile
at Antwerp, for the abfolute fubjeéting
of that rich, pepulous, and mutinouvs
Town. .

Nothing had raifed greater Indigna-
tion among the Flemings, than the
publick fight and oftentation of this
Statue; and the more, becaufe they
knew the Boaft to be true, finding
their ancient Liberties and Privileges
(the Inheritance of {o many Ages, or
Bounty of fo many Princes) all now
proftrate before this one Man’s Sword
and Will, who from the time of Charles
the Fifth had cver been efteemed an
Enemy of their Nation, and Author of
all the Counfels for the abfolute fub-
duing their Country.

- But Alva, mov’d with no Rumors,
terrified with no Threats from a bro-
ken and unarmed People, and think-
ing no Meafures nor Forms were any
more neceffary to be obferved in the
Low-Countries , pretends greater Sums
are neceflary for the Pay and Reward
of his Vi&torious Troops, than were
' annually
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annually granted upon the King’s Re-
queft, by the States of the Provinces:
 And therefore demands a general Tax
of the Hundredth part of every Man’s
Eftate i cthe Low-Countries, to be raifed
atonce: And for the future, the Twen-
~ tieth of all Immoveables, and the Tenth
of all that was Sold.

The States, with much Reluctancy,
confent to the firft, as a thing that
ended at once; but refufed the other
two, alledging thePoverty of the Pro-
vinces, and the Ruin of Trade. Upon
the Duke’s perfifting, they petition the
King by Meflengers into §pazn, but
without Redrefs; draw out the Year in
Contefts, fometimes ftomachful, fome-
times humble, with the Governor; ’cll
the Duke, impatient of further delay,
caufes the Edi&, without Confent of
the States, to be publithed at Bruffels.
The People refufe to pay, the Soldiers
begin to levy by force; the Towni-
men all fhut up their Shops; the Peo-
ple in the Country forbear the Mar-
ket, fo as not fo much as Bread or
Meat is to be bought in the Town.
The Duke 1s enraged, and calls the
Soldiers to Arms, and commands f{cve-
ral of the Inhabitants, who refufed the

D 4 Pay-
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Payments, to be hanged that very Night
upon their Sign-polts; which nothing
moves the Obftinacy of the People:
And now the Officers of the Guards
are ready to begin the Executions,
when News comes to Town of the ta-
king of the Briel by the Guefes, and
of the Expetation that had given of a
fudden Revolt in the Province of Hol-
land. R '

This unexpe&ted Blow ftruck the
Duke of Alva; and forefeeing the
Confequences of it, becaufe he knew
the Stubble was dry, and now he found
the Fire was fallen in, he thought
it an ill time to make an end of the
Tragedy in Brabant, whillt a new Scene
was opened in Holland ; and fo, giving
over for the prefent his Taxes and Exe-
cutions, applies his Thoughts to the
Suppreflion of this new Enemy, that
broke in upon him from the Sea ; and
for that Reafon, the Bottom and Reach
of the Defign, as well as the Nature
and Strength of their Forces, were to

- the Duke the lefs known, and the

more f{ufpeted. " Now becaufe this
Seifure of the Brie/ began the fecond
great Commotion of the Low-Countries
1 1570, and that which indeed never

' ' ended,
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ended, but in the Lofs of thofe Provin-
ces, where the Death of the Spanifb and
Royal Government gave Life to a new
Commonwealth ; it will be neceflary
to know, what fort of Men, and by
what Accidents united, and by what
Fears or Hopes emboldened, were the
firt Authors of this Adventure.

Upon Brederode’s delivering a Peti-
tion to the Dutchels of Parma, againit
the Inguifition, and for fome Liberty in
Point of Religion; thofe Perfons,which
attended him, looking mean in their
Cloaths and their Garb, were called by
one of the Courtiers, at their entrance
into the Palace, Guefes, which fignifies
Beggars; a Name, though rais’d by
chance, or by fcorn, yet aftetted by
the Party, as an Expreflion of Humi-
lity and Diftrefs, and us’d ever after
by both fides, as a Name of Diftinétion,
comprehending all, who diflented from
the Romarn Church, how different {o-
ever in Opinion among themf{elves.

Thefe Men, {pread in great numbers
through the whole extent of the Pro-
vinces, by the Accidents and Difpofiti-
ons already mention’d, after the ap-
peafing of their firft Sedition, were
broken in their common Counfels; and

by
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by the Cruelty of the Inquifition, and
Rigor of Alva, were in great multi-
tudes forced to retire out of the Pro-
vinces, at leaft, fuch as had means or
hopes of fubfifting abroad : Many of
the poorer and more defperate fled
into the Woods of the upper Coun-
tries, (where they are thick and wild)
and liv’d upon Spoil; and, in the firft
Defcent of the Prince of Orange his
Forces, did great Mifchiefs to all
fcatter’d Parties of the Duke of A/-
v2’s Troops in their March through
thofe Parts. But after that Attempt of
the Prince ended without Succefs, and
he was forced back into Germany; the
Count of Marcke, a violent and im-
placable Enemy to the Duke of A/va
and his Government, with many others
of the broken Troops, (whom the fame
Fortune and Difpofition had left toge-
ther in Friezland,) man’d out fome
Ships of fmall Force, and betook them-
felves to Sea ; and, with Commiflions
from the Prince of Orange, began to
prey upon all they could mafter, that
belonged to the Spaniards. They fome-
times (heltered and watered, and fold
their Prizes in fome Creeks or {mall
Harbors of England, though forbidden

by
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by Queen Elizabeth, (then in Pf;acc
with Spain;) fometimes in the River
Ems, or fome{mall Ports of Friezland,
’ull at length, having gain’d confide-
rable Riches by thefe Adventures, whe-
ther to fell, or to refreth, whether dri-
ven by Storm, or led by Defign, (upon
knowledge of the ill Blood which the
new Taxes hadbred inall the Provinces)
they landed in the Ifland of the Bricl,
affaulted and carried the Town, pull’d
down the Images in the Churches, pro-
fefled openly their Religion, declared
againft the Taxes and Tyranny of the
Spanifh Government, and were imme-
diatcly followed by the Revolt of moft
of the ‘Towns of Holland, Zealand, and
Weft-Friezland, who threw out the Spa-
#nifh Garrifons, renounced their Obe-
dience to King Philip, and fwore Fide-
lity to the Prince of Orange.

The Prince returned out of Ger-
many with new Forces, and, making
ufe of this Fury of the People, con-
tented not “himfelf with Ho/land and
Zealand, but march’d up into the very
Heart of the Provinces, within five
Leagues of Bruffels, feizingupon Mech-
iny and many other Towns, with fo
- great Confent, Applaufe, and Concourﬁ;

' Q
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of People, that the whole Spanifh Do-
minion now feem’d ready to expire
in the Low-Countries, if it had not been
reviv’d by the Maflacre of the Prote-
femnts at ‘Paris; which, contriv’d by
joint Counfels with King Philip, and
alted by a Spanih Party in the Court
of Frauce, and with fo fatal a Blow
to the contrary Faction, encourag’d
the Duke of A/va, and dampt the
Prince of Orange in the fame degree;
fo thar one gathers ftrength enough o
defend the Heart of the Provinces, and
the other retires into Holland, and
makes that the Seat of the War. :

This Country was ftrong by its Na-
ture and Seat among the Waters, that
encompals and divide it ; but more by
a rougher {ort of People at that time,,
lefs foftened by Trade, or by Riches;
lefs us’"d to Grants of Mony and
Taxes; and proud of their ancient
Fame, recorded in the Roman Stories,.
of being obftinate Defenders of their
Libertics, and now moft implacable
Haters of the Spanifb Name.

All thefe Difpofitions were encreas’d
and harden’d, in the War that enfu’d
under the Duke of Alva’s Condu&t, or
his Sons; by the Slaughter of all in-
' nocent
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nocent Perfons and Sexes, upon the ta-*

king of Nuzerden, wherc the Houfes
were burnt, and the Walls levelled to
the Ground; by the defperate Defence
of Haerlem for Ten Months, with all
the Pra&ifes and Returns of Ignominy,
Cruelty, and Scorn on both fides; while
the very Women lifted themfelves 1n
Companies, repaird Breaches, gave
Alarms, and beat up Quarters, ’till, all
being famifh’d, Four Hundrcd Burgers
(after the Surrender) were kill'd in cold
Blood, among many other Examples of
an incens’d Conqueror ; which made
the Humor of the Parties grow more
defperate, and their Hartred to Spain
and A/va incurable.

The fame Army broken and forc’d
to rife from before Alcmaer, after a
long and fierce Siege in Alva’s Time;
and from before Leyden 1in the Time of
Reguifenes (where the Boors them-
- felves open’d the Sluces, and drown’d
the Country, refolving to mifchief the
Spaniards, at the Charge of their own
Ruin,) gave the great Turn to Affairs

* 1n Holland.

The King grows fenfible of Danger,
and apprehenfive of the total Defelt-
on of the Provinces ; Alva weary of

' his
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his Government, finding his violent
Councils and Proceedings had raifed a
Spirit, which was quiet before he came,
and was never to be laid any more.
The Duke 1s recalled, and the War
goes on under Requifenes; who dying
fuddenly, and,without provifions made
by the King for a Succeflor; the Go-
vernment, by Cuftoms of the Coun-
try, devolved by way of Interim up-
on the Great Council, which lafted
fome time, by the delay of Don Fobn
of Auftria’s coming, who was declared
the new Governor.

But in this Interim, the ftrength of
the Difeafe appears; for, upon the Mu- .
tiny of fome Span:/h Troops, for want
of their Pay, and their feizing Alo/?, a
Town near Bruffels, the People grow
into a rage, the Tradefmen give over
their Shops, and the Country-Men
their Labour, and all run to Arms: In
Brujfjels they force the Senate, pull out
thofe Men they knew to be moft ad-
dicted to the Spaniards, kill fuch of -
that Nation as they meetin theStreets;
and all in general cry out for the Ex-
pulfion of Foreigners out of the Low-
Countries, and the Aflembling of the
States; to which the Council 1s forced

te
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to confent. Is the mean time, the chief
Perfons of the Provinces enter into an
Agreement with the Prince of Orange,
to carry on the common Affairs of the
Provinces by the fame Counfels ; fo as
when the Eftates aflembled at Ghent,
without any Conteft, they agreed upon
that A&k, which was called 7he Pacifi-
cation of Ghent, in the Year 1576,
whereof the chief Articles were, The
Expulfion of all Foreign Soldiers out of
the Provinces ; Reftoring all the ancient
Forms of Government ; And referring
Matters of Religion in each Province to
the Provincial Ejtates; And that for

performance hereof, the reft of the Pro-

vences fhounld for ever be confederate with
Holland gnd Zealand. And this made
the firft Period of the Low-Country
Troubles, proving to King Phi/ip adear
Experience, how little the beft Conduét,
and btoldeft Armies, are able to with-
ftand the Torrent of a ftubborn and en-
raged People, whichever bears all down
before it, ’till it comes to be divided in-
to different Channels by Arts, or by
Chance; or, ’till theSprings, which are
the Humors that fed it, cometo be fpent,
or dry up of themfelves.

Thc
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The Foreign Forces, refufing to de-
part, are declar’d Rebels; whereupon
the Spanifh Troops force and plunder
feveral Towns, and 4ntwerp among the
reft, (by Advantage of the Cittadel,)
with equal Courage and Avarice; and
defend themfelves in feveral Holds from
the Forces of the States, *till Don Fobn's
arrival at Luxemburg, the only Town
of the Provinces, where he thought
himfelf fafe, as not involv’d in the
Defe&ion of the reft. )

The Eftates refufe to admit him,

‘without his accepting and confirming

the Pacification of Ghent ; which at
length he does, by leave from the King,
and enters upon the Government with
the Difmiflion of all Foreign Troops,
which return into Iza4/y. But{oon after,
“Don Fobn, whether out of Indigna-
tion to {ee himfelf but a precarious Go-
vernor, without Force or Dependance;
or, defiring new occafions of Famc by
a War; or, inftruéted from Spasn up-
on new Counfels, takes the occafi-
on of complimenting Queen Margares
of Nevar upon her Journey out of France
to the Spsw, and on a fudden feizes
upon the Caftle of Namunr. Wherenpon
the Provinces for the third time throw

off
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off their Obedience, call the Prince of
Orange to Braffels, where he is made
Prote&or of Brabant, by the States of
that Province, and Preparations are
made on both fides for the War:
While Spasin is bufie to form new At-
mies, and draw them together in Na-
mur and Luxemburg, the only Pro-
vinces obedient to that Crown: And
all the reft agree to ele& a Governor
of their own, and fend to Matthias the
Emperor’s Brother, to offer him the
Charge. .

At this time began to be form’d the
Male-content Party in the Low-Coun-
tries 5 which, though agreeing with the
reft in their Hatred to the Spaniards,
and Defence of their Liberties and
Laws, yet were not inclin’d to fhake
off their Allegiance to their Prince,
nor change their old and eftablifh’d Re-
ligion: And thefe were headed: by the
Duke of Arefchot, and feveral Great
Men, the more averfe from a general
Defetion, by Emulation or Envy of
the Prince of Orange’s Greatnefs, who
was now grown to have all the Influ-
ence and Credit in the Counfels of the
League. -

By the Affiftance of this Party, after

E Don
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Don Fokbn’s fudden Death, the Duke of
Parma, fucceeding him, gain’d Strength
and Reputation upon his coming to
the Government, and an entrance upon
that great Scene of Glory and Viétory,
which made both his Perfon fo renown-
ed, and the time of his Government
fignaliz’d by fo many Sieges and Bat-
tels, and the Reduttion of fo great a
part of the Body of the Provinces to
the Subjection of Spain. .

Upon the Growth of this Party, and
for Diftin&ion from them, who, purfu-
ing a middle and dangerous Counfel,
were at lengthtobecomean Acceflionto
one of the Extreams ; the more Nor-
thern Provinces, meeting by their De-
puties at Uztrecht, in the Year 1579,
fram’d an A& or Alliance, which was
ever after calld The Union of Utrecht s
and was the Original Conftitution and
Frame of that Commonwealth, which
has fince been fo well known in the
World, by the Name of The United
‘Provinces.

This Union was grounded upon the
Spaniards Breach of the Pacification of
Ghenty, and new Invafion of fome
Townsin Gelderland ; and was not pre-
tended to divide thefe Provinces frotxln

the
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the Generality, nor from the faid Pac:-
fication; but to ftrengthen and purfue
the Ends of it, by more vigorous and
united Counfels and Arms. :

The chief Force of this Union con-
fifts in thefe Points, drawn out of the
Inftrument it felf.

The SevenProvinces unite themfelves
{o, as if they were but One Province,
and fo, as never to be divided by Te-
ftament, Donation, Exchange, Sale, or
Agreement: Referving. to each parti-
cular Province and City, all Privi-
leges, Rights, Cuftoms and Statutes:
In adjuging whereof, or Differences
that (hall arife between any of the Pro-
vinces, the reft fhall not intermeddle
further, than to intercede towards an
Agreement. ,

They bind themfelves to affift one
another with Life and Fortunes againft
all Force and Aflault made upon any
of them, whether upon Pretence of
Royal Majefty, of reftoring Catholick
Religion, or any other whatfoever.

All Frontier-Towns belonging to the
Unton, if Old, to be fortified at the
Charge of the Province where they lie;
if New, to be eretted at the Charge of
the Generality.

= E 2 All
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'All Impofts and Cuftoms, from three
Months to three Months, to be offer-
ed to them that bid moft; and, with
the Incomes of the Royal Majefty, to
be employed for the common De-
fence.

AllTnhabitants to be Lifted and Train-
ed within a Month, from18to6o Ycars
old. Peace and War not to be made
without Confent of all the Provinces ;
Other Cafes, that concern the Manage-
ment of both, by moft Voices. Difte-
rences that fhall arife upon the firft, be-
tween the Provinces, to be fubmitted
to the Stadtholders.

Neighbouring Princes, Lords, Lands,
and Cities, to be admitted into the U«
nion, by Confent of the Provinces.

For Religion, thofe of Holland and
Zealand, to a& in it as feems good un-
to themfelves. The other Provinces
may regulate themfelves according to
the Tenor eftablith’d by Matthias, orelfe
as they fhall judge to be moft for the
Peace and Welfare of their particular
Provinces; provided, every one remain
free in his Religion, and no Man be ex-
amined or entrapped for that caufe, ac-

cording to the Pacification of Ghent.

In
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In cafe of any Difention or Differen-
ces between Provinces, 1if it concern
one in particular, it fhall be accommo-
dated by the others; 1if it concern all
in general, by theStadtholders: Inboth
which Cafes, Sentence to bz pronoun-
ced within a Month, and witliout Ap-
peal or Revifion,

The States to be held, as has beer
formerly ufed; and the Mint in fuczz
manner, as (hall hercafter be agreed by
all the Provinces.

Interpretation of thefe Articles to re-
main in the Scates; but in cafe of their
differing, in the Stadcholders.

They bind themfelyes to fall-upon,
and imprifon any, that fhall a& con-
trary to thefe Articles; in which cafe
lng Privilege nor Exemption to be va-
“11Q.

This A& was Signed by the Depu-
ties of Guelderland, Zutphen, Holland,
Zealand, Utrecht, and the Omlands of
Frize, Fam. 23. 1579. but was not
Signed by the Prince of Orange *ull May
following, and with this Signification,
Judging, that by the fame the Superio-
rity and Authority of Arch-Duke Maz-
thias is not leflened.

E 3 ' In
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In the fame Year, this Union was
enter’d and fign’d by the Cities of Ghent,
Nimmeguen, Arnhem, Leevarden, with
fome particular Nobles of Friezland,
Venlo, 1pres, Antwerp, Breda, and
Bruges. And thus thefe Provinces be-
came a2 Commonwealth, but in fo low
and uncertain a ftate of Affairs, by rea-
fon of the various Motions and Affeéti-
ons of Mens Minds, the different Ends
and Interefts of the feveral Parties, efpe-
cially 1n the other Provinces; and the
mighty Power and Preparations of the
Spaniyh Monarchy to opprefs them,
that in their firft Coin they caus’d a
Ship to be ftamped, labouring among
the Waves without Sails ¢r Oars; and
thefe Words, Incertum quo fata fe-
rant.

I thought fo particular a Dedution
neceflary, to difcover the natural Cau-
fes of this Revolution in the Low-
Countries, which has fince had fo great
apart, for near an Hundred Years, inall
the A&ions and Negotiations of Chri-
ftendom; and to find out the true In-
centives of that obftinate Love for their
Liberties, and invincible Hatred for the
Spanifh Nation and Government, which
laid the Foundation of this Common-

wealth:
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wealth : And this laft I take to have
been the ftronger Paflion, and of the
greater Effect, both in the bold Coun-
tels of contra&ting their Unicn, and the
defperate Refolutions of defending it.
For not long after, the whole Council
of this new State, being prefs’d by the
Extremities of their Affairs, pafling by
the Form of Government in the way of
a Commonwealth, made an earneft and
folemn Offer of the Dominion of thefe
Provinces both to England and France
but were refufed by both Crowns:
And though they retain’d the Name
of a Free People, yet they foon loft
the Eafe of the Liberties they contend-
ed for, by the Abfolutenefs of their
Magiftrates in the feveral Cities and
Provinces, and by the extream Pref-
fure of their Taxes, which fo long
. a War, with fo mighty an Enemy,
made neceflary for the Support of their
State.

But the Hatred of the Spani/b Go-
vernment, under A/va, was {o univer-
fal, that it made the Revolt general
throughthe Provinces, running through
all Religions, and all Orders of Men,
as appeared by the Pacification of
Ghent ; °Till by the Divifion of the

E 4 Parties,
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Parties, by the Powers of fo vaft a
Monarchy as Spazn at that time, and
by the matchlefs Condu& and Valour
of the-Duke of Parma, this Humour,
like Poifon in a ftrong Conftitution,
and with the help of violent Phyfick,
was expell’d from the Heart, whichwas
Flanders and Brabant, (with the reft of
the Ten Provinces) into the outward
Members; and by their being cut off,
the Body was faved. After which,
the moft enflamed Spirits being driven
by the Arms of Spain, or drawn by
the Hopes of Liberty and Safety, into
the Unzted ‘Provinces out of the reft,
the Hatred of Spain grew to that
height, that they were not only wil-
ling to {ubmit to any new Dominion,
rather than return to the old; but
when they could find no Mafter to
protet them, and their Affairs grew
defperate, they were once certainly
upon the Counfel of burning therr
great Towns, wafting and drowning
what they could of their own Country,
and going to {eek fome new Seats 1n
the Indies. Which they might have
exccuted, if they had found Shipping

,enough. to carry off all their Numbers,

and had not been detain’d by the Com-
paffion
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paflion of thofe which muft have been
Jeft behind, at the mercy of an incen-
fed and conquering Maftcr. '

The Spanifl and Italian Writers con-

tent themfelves to attribute the Cau-
fes of thefe Revolutions to the Change
of Religion, to the native Stuybborn-
nefs of the People, and to the Ambi-
tion of the Princes of Orange: But
Religion, fwithout mixtures of Ambi-
tion and Intereft, works no fuch vio-
lent Effe&ts; and produces rather the
Examples of conftant Sufferings, than
of defperate A&tions. The Nature of
the People cannot change of a fudden,
no more than the Climate which in-
fufes it; And no Country hath brought
forth better Subjefts, than many of
thefe Provinces, both before and {ince
thefe Commotions among them; And
the Ambition of one Man could nei-
ther have defigned or atchieved fo
great an Adventure, had it not been
feconded with univerfal Difcontent:
Nor could that have been raifed to fo
great an Height and Heat, withaut fo
many Circumftances as fell in from an
unhappy Courfe of the Spanifh Coun-
{fels, to kindle and foment it. For
though it had been hard to head fuch
‘ . a
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a Body, and give it fo ftrong a Prin-
ciple of Life, and fo regular Motions,
without the accident of fo great a Go-
vernor in the Provinces, as Prince
William of Orange: A Man of equal
Abilitiesin Council and in Arms; Cau-
tious and Refolute, Affable and Se-
vere, Supple to Occafions, and yct
Conftant to his Ends; of mighty Re-
venues and Dependance in the Pro-
vinces, of great Credit and Alliance
in Germany ; efteemed and honoured
abroad, but at home infinitely lov’d
and trufted by thePeople, who thought
him affetionate to their Country, fin-
cere in his Profeflions and Defigns,
able and willing to defend their Liber-
ties, and unlikely to invade them by
any Ambition of his own. Yer all chefe
Qualities might very well have been
confin’d to the Duty and Services of a
Subje&t, as they were in Charles the
Fifth’s time; Without the Abfence of
the King, and the Peoples Opinion of
his Hl-will to their Nation and their
Laws; Without the Continuance of
Foreign Troops after the Wars were
ended ; The erelting of the new Bi-
thops Sees, and introducing the Ingu:-
Sition ;s The fole Miniftry of Gmnwl([i
an
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and Exclufion of the Lords from their
ufual part in Councils and Affairs; The
Government of a Man fo hated, as the
Duke of A/va; The Rigor of his Pro-
{ecutions, and the Infolence of his Sta-
tue: And laftly, Without the Death of
Egmont, and the Impofition of the
Tenth and Twentieth Part, againft the
Legal Forms of Governmentina Coun-
try, where a long derived Succeflion
had made the Peopl¢ fond and tenaci-
ous of their ancient Cuftoms and Laws.
Thefe were the Seeds of their Ha-
tred to Spain; which, increafing by
the Courfe of about Threefcore Years
War, was not allay’d by a long fuc-
ceeding Peace; but will appear to have
been an Ingredient into the Fall, as it
was into theRife, of thisState; which,
having been thus planted, came to be
conferved and cultivated by many
Accidents and Influences from abroad:
But thofe having had no part in the
Contftitution of their State, nor the
Frame of their Government; I will
content my felf to mention only the
chief of them, which moft contributed
to preferve the Infancy of this Com-
monwealth, and make way for its
Growth. The Caufes of its fucceeding
Greatnefs

b
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Greatnefs and Riches being not to be
fought for in the Events of cheir Wars,
but in the Inftitutions and Orders of
their Government, their Cuftoms and
Trade, which will make the Argaments
of the enfuing Chapters.

When Do Fohnthrew off the Condi-
tions he had at firft accepted of the Pacifi-
cation of Ghent, and by the Surprifc of
Namur broke into Arms; the Eftaté of
the Provinces ofter’d the Government
of their Country to Matthias, Brother to
the Emperor, as a Temper between their
return to the Obedience of Spain, and
the Popular Government which was
moulding in the Northern Provinces.
But Matthias arriving without the Ad-
vice ar Support of the Emperor, or
Credic in the Provinces; and having
the Prince of Orange given him for
his Lieutenant-General, was only a Cy-
pher, and his Government 3 piece of
Pageantry, which paft wichout effe&,
and was foon ended: So that, upon the
Duke of Parma’s taking on him the
Government, fome ncw Proteétion was
neceflary to this Infant-State, that had
not Legs to fupport it againft fuch a

‘Storm, as was threaten’d upon the Re-
‘turn of the Spanifh and Italian Forces,

to
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to make the Body of a formidable Ar-
my, which the Duke of Parma was
forming in Namur and Luxemburgh.

Since the Conference of Bayonne be-
tween the Queen-Mother of France, and
her Daughter Queen of §pain; thofe
two Crowns had continu'd, in the
Reign of Francis and Charles, to aflift
one another in the common Defign there
agreed on, of profecuting with Violence
thofe they call’d the Hereticks, in both
their Dominions. The Peace held con-
ftant, if not kind, between England
and Spain ; fo as King Philip had no
‘Wars upon his Hands in Chriftendom,
during thefe Commotions in the Low-
Countries: And the Boldnefs of their
Confederates, in their firft Revolt and
Union, feem’d greater at fuch a time,
than the Succefs of their Refiftances af-
terwards, when fo many Occafions fell
in to weaken and divert the Forces of
the Spanifb Monarchy.

For Henry the Third coming to the
Crown of France, and at firft only fet-
ter’d and control’d by the Faction of
the Guifes, but afrerwards engaged in
- an open War, (which they had raifed
againft him, upon pretext of pre-
ferving the Catholick Religion, and in

a
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a Conjun&tion of Counfels with Spair)
was forced into better meafures with
the Hugonots of his Kingdom, and fell
into 1ll Intelligence with ‘Philip the Se-
cond, fo as Queen Elizabeth having
declin’d to updertake openly the Pro-
tection of the Low-Country Provinces,
it was, by.the concurring Refolution of
the States, and the Confent of the
French Court, devolved upon the Duke
of Alencon, Brother to Henry the
Third.

But this Prince enter’d Antwerp with
an ill Prefage to the Flemings, by an
Attempt which a Bifcainer made, the
fame day, upon the Prince of Orange’s
Life, thooting him, though not mortal.
ly, in the Head: And He continw’d his
fhart Government with fuch mutual

- Diftates between the Fremch and the

Flemings, (the Heat and Violence of
one Nation agreeing ill with the Cu-
ftoms and Libertics of the other,) that
the Duke, attempting to make himfelf
abfolute Mafter of the City of Antwerp
by force, was driven out of the Town,
and thereupon retired out of the Coun-
try, with extream Refentment of the
Flemings,and Indignation of the French ;
fo as the Prince of Oranmge being not

‘ long
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long after affaflin’d at Delph, and the
Duke of Parma encreafing daily in Re-
putation and in Force, and the Male-
content Party falling back apace to his
Obedience, an End was prefaged by
moft Men to the Affairs of the Confe-
derates.

But the Root was deeper, and not fo
eafily thaken: For the United Provin-
ces, after the unhappy Tranfattions
with the French, under the Duke of
Alencon, reaffum’d their Union in1483,
binding themfelves, in cafe, by fury of
the War, any Point of it had not been
obferved, to endeavour from that time
to fee it cffeCted: In cafe any Doubt
had happen’d, to fee it clear’d: And a-
ny Difficulties, compofed: And in re-
gard the Article concerning Religion
had been fo fram’d in the Union, be-
caufe in all the other Provinces, befides
Holland and Zealand, the Romifh Re-

ligion was then ufed, but now the E- -

vangelical; It was agreed by all the
Provinces of the Union, That, from this
time in them all, the Evangelical Re-
form’d Religion fhould alone be openly

Preached and Exercifed.
They were fo far from being broken
in their Defigns by the Prince of
Orange’s
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Orange’s Death, that they did all the
Honour that could be to his Memory,
fubftituted Prince Maurice his Son,
though but Sixteen Years old, in all his
Honours and Commands, and obfti-
nately refus’d all Overtures that were
made them of Peace; refolving upon
all the moft defperate A&tions and Suf-
ferings, rather than return under the
Span:fh Obedience.

But thefe Spirits were fed and
heighten'd, in a great degree, by the
hopes and countenance given them a-
bout thistimefrom England : For Queen
Elizabeth, and Philip the Secondy
though they ftill preferved the Name
of Peace, yet had worn out, in a man-

~ner, the Effe&s as well as the Difpofi-

tions of it, whilft the Spaniard foment-
ed and aflifted the InfurreGtions of the
Irifh, and Queen Elizabeth the new
Commonwealth in the Low-Countries;
though neither direétly. yet by Coun-
tenance, Mony, voluntary Troops, and
ways that were equally felt on both
fides, and equally underftood.

King Philip had lately increafed the

~ Greatnefs of his Empire, by the Inhe-

ritance or Invafion of the Kingdoms
of Portugal, upon King Sebaftian’s Lofs

mn



Chap: 1. of the United Provinces.

in Africa: But 1 know not whether he
had encreas’d his Power, by the Ac-
ceflion of a Kingdom, with difputed
Title, and a difcontented People, who
could neither be ufed like good Sub-
je&s, and govern’d without Armies;
nor like a Conquer’d Nation; and fo
made to bear the Charge of their for-
ced Obedience. But this Addition of
Empire, with the vaft Treafure flow-
ing every Year out-of the Indies, had
without queftion raifed King Philsp’s
Ambition to vafter Defigns; which
made him embrace at once, the Pro-
tection of the League in France againft
Henry the Third and Fourth; and the
Donation made him of Irelund by the
Pope, and fo embark himfelf in 2 War
with both thofe Crowns; while he was
bearded with the open Arms and Defi-
ance of his own Subjeéts in the Low-
Countries.

But tis hard to be imagin’d, how far
the Spirit of one Great Man goes in
the Fortunes of any Army eor State.
The Duke of Parma coming to the
Government without any footing in
more than Two of the fmalleét Provin-
ces, colle&ting an Army from Spain,
Italy, Germany, and the broken Troop;

13 0
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of the Country left him by Dor Fohn,
having all the other Provinces confe-
derated againft him, and both England
and France beginning to take open
part in their Defence; yet, by force of
his own Valour, Condu&, and the Di-
fcipline of his Army, with the difin-
terefled and generous Qualities of his
Mind, winning equally upon the Hearts
and Arms of the Revolted Countries,
and piercing through the Provinces
with an uniaterrupted Courfe of Suc-
cefles, and the Recovery of the moft
important Towns in Flanders; at lafty
by the taking of Antwerp and Groningue,
reduc’d the Aftairs of the Union to
fo extream Diftrefs, that, being grown
deftitute of all Hopes and Succours from
France, (then deep engaged in their
own Civil Wars,) They threw them-
felves wholly at the Feet of Queen
Elizabeth,imploring her Prote&ion,and
offering her the Sovereignty of their
Country. The Queen refufed the
Dominion, but enter’d into Articles
with their Deputies in 1585, obliging
her felf to very great Supplies of Men
and. of Monies, lent them upon the
Security of the Briely Flufbing, and
Rameksns ; which were performed, and

Sir
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Sir Yohn Norrice fent over to command
her Forces; and afterwards in 87, up-
on the War broken out with 8pain, and
the mighty Threats of the Spanifh Ar-
mada, fhe fent over yet greater Forces
under the Earl of Leicefter, whom the
States admitted, and fwore Obedience
to him, as Governor of -their United
Provinces.

But this Government lafted not long,
Diftaftes and Sufpicions foon breaking
out between Leicefter and the States;
partly from the Jealoufie of his affect-
ing an Abfolute Dominion, and Arbi-
trary Difpofal of all Offices ; but chiefly;
of the Queen’s Intentions to make a
Peace with Spain; and the eafie Lofs
of fome of their Towns, by Governors
placed in them by the Earl of Leice-
Jfer, encreafed their Difcontents. Not-
withftanding this ill Intercourfe; the
Queen re-affures them .in both thofe
Points, difapproves fome of Leiceffer’s
Proceedings, receives frank and hearty
Afliftances from them in:her Naval Pre-
parations againft the Spamsards; and
at length; upon the Diforders encrea-
fing between the Earl of Leiceffer and
the States,: commands him to refign his
Government, and releafe..the States:of

' F 2 the
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the Oath they had taken to obey him.
And after all this had paft, the Queen
cafily facrificing all - particular Refent-
ments to the Intereft of her Crown,

-continued her Favour, Prote&ion and

Afliftances to the States, during the
whole courfe of her Reign, which were
return’d with the greateft Deference and
Veneration to her Perfon, that was e-
ver paid by them to any Foreign Prince,
and continues ftill to Her Name in the
Remembrance, and frequently in the
Mouths, . of all forts of People among
them.

After Leicefter’s Departure, Prince
Maurice was, by the Confent of the
Union, chofen their Governor, but
with a Refervation toQueen Elizabeth;
and enter’d that Command with the
Hopes, which he made good in the Ex-
ecution of it for many Years; proving
the greateft Captain of his Age, famous,
particularly, in the Difcipline and Our-
donance of his Armies, and the ways
of Fortification by him firft invented or
perfected, and fince his Time imitated
by all. - .

. But the great Breath that was given
the States in the Heat of their Affairs,
was by the tharp Wars made by (Egjn
. A
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Elizabeth upon the Spaniards at Sea
in the Indies, and the Expedition of
Lisbon and Cadiz, and by the declin-
ing Affairs of the League in France,
for whofe Support Ph:/ip the Second
was {o paflionately engag’d, that twice
he commanded the Duke of Parma
to interrupt the Courfe of his Vito-
ries in the Low-Countries, and march
into France for the Relief of Roan and
Paris ; which much augmented theRe-
nown of this great Captain, but as
much impair'd the State of the Span:fh
Affairs in Fianders. For in the Duke
of Parma’s Abfence, Prince Maurice
took in all the Places held by the Spa-
niard on t’other {ide the Rhime, which
gave them entrance into the Unsted
Lrovinces.

The Succeflion of Henry the Fourth
to the Crown of France, gave a mighty
Blow to the Defigns of King Ph:lip ;
and a much greater, the general Obedi-
ence and Acknowledgment of him up-
on his Change of Religion. With this
Kling, the States began to enter a Confi-

dence and Kindnefs, and the more by

that which interceded between Him
and the Queen of England, who had

all their Dependance during her Life.
F3 Buty
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But, after her Death, King Henry
grew to have greater Credit than ever
in the United Provinces ; tho’, upon
the Decay of the Spani/b Power under
the Afcendant of this King, the States
fell into very early Jealoufies of his
growing too great, and too near them
1 Flanders.
With the Duke of Parma dy’d all

the Difcipline, and, with that, all the

Fortunes, of the Spanifb Arms in Flan-
ders © The frequent Mutinies of their

Soldiers, dangerous in Effe&t and in Ex-

ample, were more talk’d of, than any
other of their A&ions,.in the thort Go-
vernment of Mansfield, Erneft, and Fuy-
entes. °Till the old Difcipline of their
Armies began to revive, and their For-
tune a little to refpire under the new
Government of Cardinal Alberty who
came into Flanders both Governor and
Prince of .the Low-Countries, in.the
Head of a mighty Army drawn out
of Germany and Italy, to try the laft

Effort of the Spanifb Power, either in

a profperous War, or, at leaft, in ma-

king way for a neceflary Peace. .
But the Choice of the Arch-Duke,
and this new Authority, had a deeper
Root, and Defign, than at firft appcagd :
- or
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For that mighty King Philip the Se-
cond, born to {o vaft Pofleflions, and
to fo much vafter Dcfires, after a long
Dream of raifing his Head into- the
Clouds, found 1t now ready to lye
down in the Duft: His Body broken
with Age and Infirmities, his Mind with
Cares and diftemper’d Thoughts, and
the RoyalServitude of a follicitous Life:
He began to {ee, in the Glafs of Time,
and Experience, the true fhapes of all
human Greatnefs and Defigns;- And,
finding to what airy Figures he had hi-
therto facriticed his Health, and Eafe,
and the Good of his Life; He now
turn’d his Thoughts wholly to Reft and
Quiet, which he had never yet allow’d
cither the World, or Himfelf : His De-
figns upon England, and hisInvincible
Armada, had ended i1n Smoak: Thofe
upon France, in Events the moft con-
trary to-what he had propos’d: And
inftead of maftering the Liberties, and
breaking the Stomach of his Low-Coun-
zry Subjeéts, he had loft Seven of his
Provinces, and held the reft by the Te-
nure-of a War, that coft him morethan
they were worth. He had made lately
a Peace with England, and defird it
with' Framce; and though he fcorn’d
o Fg it
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it with his revolted Subjeéts in his own
Name ; yet he wifh'd it jn another’s;
and was unwilling to entail a (Larrel
upon his Son, which had croft his For-
tuncs, and bufied his Thoughts all the
courfe of his Reign.  He therefore re-
folv’d to commit thefe two Defigns to
the Management of Arch-Duke Albert,
with the Stile of Governor and Prince
of the Low-Countries ; to the end, that,
if he could reduce the Provinces to
their old Subjeion, he fhould govern
them as Spamfh Dominions ; if that was
once more 1n vain attempced he (hould
by a Marriage with Clara 1fabella Eu-
genia (KingPhilip’sbeloved Daughter)
receive thele Provinces as a Dowry,
and become the Prince of them, with
a Condition only, of their returning to
Spain, n cafe of Ifabella’s dying with-
out Iffue. King Philip believ’d, that
the Prefence of a natural Prince among
his Subjets; that the Birth and Cu-
ftoms of Arch- Dukc Albert, bemg a
German 5 . the generous and obliging
lepoﬁtlons of Ifabella, might gain fur-
ther upon this ftubborn People, than all
the Force and Rigor of his former
Counfels : And at the worft ; that
they mxght make a Peace, if they could
not
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not a War, and without interefling the
Honour and Greatnefs of the Spanifh
Crown. *
In purfuit of this Determination, like
a wife King, while he intended nothing
but Peace, he made Preparations, as if
he defign’d nothing but War; know-
ing that his own Defires of Peace would
{ignifie nothing, unlefs he could force
his Enemies to defire it too. He there-
fore fent the Arch-Duke into Flanders,
at the Head of fuch an Army, that, be-
licving the Peace with I'rance muft be
the firft in order, and make way for
either the War or Peace afterward in
the Low-Countries, he march’d inta
France, and took Amiens the Chief
City of Picardy, and thereby gave {uch
an Alarm to the French Court, as they
little expelted ;5 and had never recet-
ved in the {ormer Wars. But while
Albert bent the whole Force of the
War upan France, ’till he determin’d
it in a Peace with that Crown, Prince
Maurice, who had taken Gromingue in
the time of Erneft, now mafter’d Ling-
ben, Grolly, and other Places in Qver-
y[fels thereby adding thofe Provinces
intire, to the Body of the Union; and
at Albert’s Return into Flanders, enter-
’ tain'd
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tain’d him with the Battel of Newporr,
won by the defperate Courage of the
Englifh, under Sir Francis Vere, where
Albert was wounded, and very near
being taken.

After this Lofs, the Arch-Duke was
yet comforted and reliev’d by the ob-
fequious Affe®ions and Obedience of
his new Subjes, fo far as to refolve
upon the Siege of Offend; which ha-
ving {fome time continu’d, and being
almoft difhearten’d by the Strength of
the Place, and invincible Courage of
the Defendants, He was recruited b
a Body of Eight Thoufand [zalians,
under the Marquefls Spinola, to whom
the Profecution of this Siege was com-
mitted: He took the Place, after Three
Years Siege, not by any want of Men
or Provifions within, (the Haven, and
Relief by Sea, being open all the time;)
but perte¢tly for want of Ground,
which was gain’d Foot by Foot, ’tll
not {o much was left, as would hold
Men to defend it; a great Example,
how impoflible it is to defend any Town,
that' cannot be reliev’d by an Army
ftrong enough to raife the Siege.

Prince Maurice, though he could not
fave Offend, made yet amends for its
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Lofs, by thetaking of Graveand S/uyce ;
{o as the Spaniards gain’d lictle but the
Honour of the Enterprife: And Philip
the Second being dead, about the time
of the Arch-Duke’s and Dutchefs’s At-
rival in Flanders,and, with him thePer-
fonal Refentment of that War, the Arch-
Duke, by confent of the Spanz/b Court,
began to apply his Thoughts wholly to
a Peace ; which another Circumftance
had made more neceflary, than any of
thofe already mention’d.

As the Dutch Commonwealth was
born out of the Sea, fo out of the
fame Element it drew its firft Strength
and Confideration, as well as afterwards
its Riches and Greatnefs: For before
the Revolts, the Subje&s of the Low-
Countries, though never allow’d the
Trade of the Indies, but in the Spa-
nifh Fleets, and under Spanifh Covert,
yet many of them had in that manner
made the Voyages, and become skilful
Pilotsy as well as vers’d in the ways,
and fenfible of the infinite Gains of
that Trade. And after the Union, a
greater- Confluence of Pecople falling
down into the United Provinces, than
could manage their Stock, or find Em-
ployment at Land ; great Multicudes
' ' turn’d
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turn’d their Endeavours to Sea ; and,
having loft the Trade of Spaim and
the Strejghts, fell not only into that
of England, France, and the Northern
Seas, but ventur’d upon that of the
Eaft-Indies, at firft with {mall Forces

and Succefs; but in courfe of time,

and by the Inftitution of an Eaft-India
Company, this came to be purfu’d
with fo general Application of the Pro-
vinces, and f{o great Advantage, that
they made themfelves Mafters of moft
of the Colonies and Forts planted
there by the Portuguefe, (now Subjetts
of Spam.) The Dutch Seamen grew
as well acquainted with thofe vaft Seas
and Coafts, as with their own; and
Holland became the great Magazine
of all the Commodities of thofe Eaftern
Reglons.

In the Weft-Indjes their Attempts
were neither {o frequent nor profpe-
rous, the Spanzfh Plantations there be-
ing too numerous and ftrong; but by
the multitude of their Shipping, fet out
with publick or private Commiflions,
they infefted the Seas, and began to
wait for, and threaten, the Spanz/b In-
dzan Fleets, and fometimes to attempt

their Coafts in that new World (which
: was
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was to touch Spasn 1n the moft fenfible
Part,) and gave their Court the {trong-
cft Motives to endeavour a Peace, that
might fecure thofe Treafures in their
way, and preferve them in Spain, by
ftopping the Iffuc of thofe vaft Sums,
which were continually tran{mitted te
entertain the Low-Country Wars.
ThefeRefpcits gave the firft Rife to
a Treaty of Peace, the Propofal wh-re-
of came wholly from the Spaniards ;
and the very Mention of it could
hardly at firft be faftened upon the
States ; nor could they ever be pre-
vail’d with to make way for any Ne-
gotiation by a Sufpenfion of Arms, ’uill
the Arch-Duke had declared, He would
treat with them as with Free Provinces,
upon whom, neicher he, nor §pain had
any Pretence. However, the Affair
was purfued with fo much Art and
Induftry on the Arch-Duke’s part, and
with fo paflionate Defires of the §pa-
nifh Court, to end this War, that they
were content to treat it at the Hague,
the Seat of the States-General ; and,
for the greater Honour, and better
Condu&t of the whole Bufinefs, ap-
pointed the Four chicf Minifters of the
Arch-Duke’s, their Commiffioners to
' attend
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attend and purfue it there; who were;
Their Camp-Mafter-General Spinola,
‘The Prefident of the Council; and the
Two Secretaries of State, and of War
in Flanders.

On the other fide, in Holland all the
Paces towards this Treaty were made
with igreat Coldnefs and Arrogance,
raifing punéilious Difficulties upon e-
very Word of the Arch-Duke’s Decla-
ration of Treating them as free Provin-
ces, and upon §pain’s Ratification of
that Form; and forcing them to fend
Exprefles into Spain, upon every occa-
fion, and to attend the length of thofe
Returns. For the profperous Succefs
of their Arms at Land, in the courfe of
above Thirty Years War, and the migh-
ty Growth of their Naval Power, and
(under that Prote¢tion) of their Trade,
had made the whole Body of their Mi-
litia, both at Land and Sea, averfe
from this Treaty, as well as the greateft
patt’ of the People; whofe inveterate
Hatred againft Spain was ftill as fierce
as ever ; and who had the Hopes or
Difpofitions of raifing their Fortunes
by :the War, whereof they had fo ma-
ny and great Examples among them.

But
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But there was, at the bottom, one Fo-
teign, and another Domeftick, Confide-
ration, which made way for this Treaty,
more . than all thofe Arguments that
were the common Theams, or than all
the Gflices of the Neighbour-Princes,
who concern’d themfelves in this Af-
fair, either from Intereft-of their own,
or the Defires of ending a War, which
had {o long exercis’d, in a manner, the
Arms of all Chriftendom upon theStage
of the Low-Countries. 'The Greatnefs of
the Spanifb Monarchy, fo formidable un-
der Charles the Fifth, and Philip theSe-
cond; began now to decline by the vaft
Defigns, and unfortunate Events, of fo
many ambitious Counfels: And, on the
other fide;the Affairs of Henry the Fourth
of France were now at.the greateft
Heightand Felicity,after having atchiev-
ed {fo many Adventures; with incredi-
ble Conftancy and Valour, and endedall
his Wars in a Peace with Spain. The
Dutch imagin’d, that the hot Spirits of
the French could not. continue long
without fome Exercife ; and that to
prevent it at home, it might be neceffa-
ry for that King to give it themabroad:
That no Enterprifelay fo convenient for
him, as that upon- Flanders, which had

anci-
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anciently been part of the Gallick Na-
tion, and whofe firft Princes derived
and held of the Kings of France. Be-
fides, they had Intimations, that Henry
the ¥Fourth was taken up in great Pre-
parations for War, which they doubted
would at one time or other fall on that
fide, at leaft, if they were invited by a-
ny greater Decays of the Spanifh Power
in Flanders : And they knew very well,
they (hould lie as much at the Mercy of
fuch a Neighbour as France, as they had
formerly done of fuch a Mafter as Spazn.
For the Spanifh Power in Flanders was
fed by Treafures that came by long and
perilous Voyages out of Spaizs by
Troops drawn either from thence, or
from Italy or Germany, with much Ca=
fualty, and more Expence: Their Ter-
ritory of the Ten Provinces was fmalls
and awed by the Neighbourhood and
Jealoufies both of England and France.
But if France were once Mafter of
Flanders, the Body of that Empire
would be fo great, and fo entire; fo
abounding in People, and in Riches,
that whenever they found, or made, an
occafion of invading the United ‘Provin-
ces, they had no hopes of preferving
themf{elves by any Oppofition or Diverfi-

on:



Chap. L. of ‘the United Provinces.

on: And the end of their mighty Re-
fiftances againft Spa/n was, to have no
Mafter; and not to change one for
another, as they fhould do in this cafe:
Therefore the moft Intelligent among
their Civil Minifters thought it fafeft,
by a Peace, to give Breath to the Arch-
Duke’s and Spanifb Power, and by that
means, to leflen the Invitation of the
Arms of France into Flanders, under {o
great a King.

For what was Dometftick, the Cre-
dit and Power of Prince Maurice, built
at firft upon that of his Father, but
much rais’d by his own Perfonal Vir-
tue and Qualities, and the Succefs of
his Armes, was now grown fo high
(the Prince being Governor or Stadt-
holder of Four of the Provinces; and
Two of his Coufins of the other Three, )
that feveral of the States, headed by
Barnevelt, Penfioner of Holland, and a
Man of great Abilities and Authority
among them,  became jealous of the
Prince’s Power, and pretended to fear
the Growth of it to an abfolute Do-
minion: They knew, it would increafe
by the continuance of a War, which
was wholly managed by the Prince ;
and thought, that in a Peace it . would

diminifh,
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diminith, and give way to the Autho-
rity of Civil Power: Which difpos’d
this whole Party to defire the Treaty,
and to advance the Progrefs and Iflue
of it by all their Affiftances. And thefe
different Humors ftirring in the Heart
of the States, wich almoft equal Strength
and Vigor; the N-gotiation of a Peace
came to be eluded, after long Debates
ani mfinite Endeavours; breaking, in
appearance, upon the Points of Relr-
gion, and the Indian Trade: But yet
came to knit again, and conclude in a
Truce of Twelve Years, dated in the
Year 1609, whercof the moft effential
Points were, The Declaration of Treat-
ing with them as Free Provinces; The
Ceflation of all A&ks of Hoftility on
both fides, during the Truce; The En-
joyment for that {pace, of all that each
Party poflefs’dat the time of the Treaty;
That no new Fortification fhould be
rais’d on ecither fide: And that free
Commerce thould be reftord on all
Parts in the {ame manner, as it was be-
fore the Wars.

And thus the State of the United
Provinces came to be acknowledg’d, as
a Free Commonwealth by their ancient

Mafter, having before been Treated fo
, by
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by moft of the Kings and Princes of
Europe, 1n frequent Embaflies and Ne-
gotiations. Among which, a particular
Preference was given to the Englifh
Crown, whofe Ambaflador had Seflion
and Vote in their Council of State, by
Agreement with Queen Elizabeth, and
in Acknowledgment of thofe great Af-
fiftances, which gaveLife to their State,
when it was upon the point of expi-
ring: Though the Duzch pretend, that
Privilege was given to the Ambafla-
dor, by Virtue of the Pofleflion this
Crown had of the Brzel, Flufbing and
Ramekins ; and that it was to ceafe up-
on the Reftitution of thofe Towns,
and Repayment of thofe Sums lent by
the Queen. _
~In the very time of Treating this
Truce, a League wes concluded between
Henry the Fourth of France, and the
States, for preferving the Peace, if ir
came to be concluded; or, in cafe of
its failing, for Afliftance of one another,
with Ten Thoufand Men on the King’s
part, and Five Thoufand on the States.
Nor did that King make any Difliculty
of continuing the Two Regiments of
Foot, and Two Hundred Horfe in the
States Service, at his own Charge, after
G2 the
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the Truce, which he had maintain’d
for feveral Years before it: Omitting
no Provifions that might tie that Srare
to his Interefts, and make him at pre-
fent Arbiter of the Peace, and for the
future of the War, if the Truce thould
come to be broken, or to expire of it
fclf.

By what has been related, it will ea-
fily appcar, That no State was ever
born with ftronger Throws, or nurft up
with harder fare, or inur’d to greater
Labours or Dangers in the whole cotrfe
of its Youth; which are Circumftances
that ufually make ftrong and healthy
Bodies: And fo this has proved, bav-
ing never had more than one Dileafe
break out, in the {pace of Ninety Three
Years, which may be accounted the Age
of this State, reckoning from the Union
of Utrecht, enterd by the Provin-
ces in 1579. But this Difeafe, like
thofe of the Seed, or Conception, in.a
natural Body, though it firlt appear’d
in Barnevelt’s time, breaking out upon
the Negotiations with §pasn, and feem-
ed to «nd with his Deathy (who was
beheaded not many Years afters) yet
has ‘it -ever fince continued lurking in
the Veins of this State; and appearing

upon
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upon all Revolutions, that feem to fa-
vour the Predominancy of the one or
other Humor in the Body; and und r
the Names of the Prince of Orange’s,
and the drminian Party, has ever made
the weak f{ide of this State; and when-
ever their Period comes, will prove the
Occafion of their Fall.

The Ground of this Name of Ar-
minzan was, 1hat whoillt Barnevelt’s
Party accufed thofe of the Prince of
Orange’s, as being carelefs of their Li-
berties, fo dearly bought; as devoted
to ths Hofz of Orange; and difpofed
to the Admiflion of an abfolute Princi-
pality, and in order thereunto, as Pro-
motcrs of a perpetual War with Spain
So thole of the Prince’s Party, accufed
theothers, asleaning ftill to, andlooking
kindly upon, their old Servitude, and
relithing the Spaniard, both in their
Politicks, by fo ecagerly affeting a
Pecae with that Crown; and in their
Religion, by being generally Armini-
ans, (which was efteemed the middle
part between the Calvinzffs and the
Roman Religion.) And befides thefe
mutual Reproaches, the two Parties
have ever valued themfelves upon the

afferting, one of the true and purer
G 3 Re-
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Reformed Religion; and the other,
of the truer and freer Liberties of the
State.

The Fortunes of this Commonwealth,
that have happened in their Wars or
Negotiations, f{ince the Truce with
Spam, and what Circumftances or Ac-
cidents, both abroad and at home, fervid
to cultivate their mighty Growth, and
confpired to the Greatnefs wherein they
appear’d to the World in the Beginning
of the Year 1665, being not only the
Subje& of the Relations, but even the
Obfervations, of this prefent Age; I
{hall either leave, as more obvious, and
lefs neceflary to the Account I intend
of the Civil Government of this Com-
monwealth: Or clfe referve them ’ull
the fame Vein of Leifure or Humour
invite me to continue this Deduétion
to this prefent time; the Affairs of this
State having been complicated with all
the Varicty and memorable Revoluti-
ons, both of A&ions and Counfels, that
have fince happen’d in the reft of Chri-
ftendom.

In the mean time, I will clofe this
Relation with an Event, which arrived
foon after the Conclufion of the Truce,
and had like to have breken it withia
' ' the
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the very Year, if not prevented by the
Offices of the Neighbour Princes, but
more by a Change of Humour in the
United States, confpiring to the Con-
fervation of the new-rcftored Peace in
thefe Parts of the Worl .

In the end of the Year 1609, died
the Duke of Clewes and Fuliers, with-’
out Heir-Male, lcaving thofe Dutchies

to the Pretenfions of his Daughters, in

whofe Right the Dukes of Branden-
burgh and Nieuwburgh pofleflid them-
felves of fuch Parts of chofe Territo-
ries as they firft could invade; each of
them pretending Right to the whole In-
heritance. Brandenourgh {eeks Prote-
&ion and Favour to his Title from the
United Provinces ; Nienburgh from
Arch-Duke A/bert, and from Spain. The
Arch-Duke, newly refpiring from fo
long a War, had no defire to interefs
him{UIf in this Quarrel, further than the
care, that the ‘Dutch thould not take
Advantage of it; and, under pretext of
aflifting one of the Parties, feife upon
fome of thofe Dominions lying conti-
guous to their own. The Dutch were
not {o equal, nor content to lofe fo fair
an occafion, and furprifed the Town of
Fuliersy, (tho’ pretending only to keep
‘ G 4 it

87



83

- The Rife and Progrefs Chap. L

it *till the Parties agreed:) And believ-
ing that Spain, after having parted
with {o much in the late Truce, to end
a Quarrel of their own, would not
venture a. Breach of it upon a Quarrel
of their Neighbours. But the Arch-
Duke having firft taken his Meafures
with Spain, and forefeeing the Confe-
quence of this Aftair, reflolved to ven-
ture the whole State of Flanders in a
new War, rather than fuffer fuch an En-
creafe of Power and Dominion to the
States. And thereupon, Firft, in the
Behalf of the Duke of Nieuburgh, re-
quires from them the Reftitution of 7#-
fzers ; .and upon their artificious and
dilatory Anfwers, immediately draws
his Forces together; and with an Army,
under the Command of Sp7zola, marches
towards Faliers, (which the States
were in no care of, as well provided
for a bold Defence;) but makes a fud-
den Turn, and fits down before #e/(e;
with fuch a Terror and Surprife to the
Inhabitants, that he carries the Town
before the Dutch could come in ta
their Afliftance. /efe/ was a ftrong
Town upon the Rhine, which the
Duke of . Brandenburgh pretended to,
as belonging to the Dutchy of Cleve;

’ ‘ but
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put the Citizens held at this time as
an Imperial Town, and under Prote-
&ion of the Dutch: Whoy amazed at
this fudden and bold. Attempt of Sp:-
nola, which made him Matfter of a Pafs
that lay fair for any further Invafion
upon their Provinces, (efpecially thofe
on t’other {ide the Rhine,) engage the
Offices of both the Englifh and French
Crowns, to mediate an Agreement,
which at length they conclude, fo as
neither Party (hould, upon any pretence,
draw their Farces into any part of
thefe Dutchies. Thus the Arch-Duke
having, by the fondnefs of Peace, new-
ly made a Truce, upon Conditions im-
pos’d by the Dutch ; now, by the Re-
folution of making War, obtainsaPeace,
upon the very Terms propos’d by him-
{elf, and by Spain. An Event of great
Inftru&ion and Example, how dange-
rous it ever proves for weak Princes to
call in greater to their Aid, which makes
them a Prey to their Friend, inftead of
their Enemy: How the only time of
making an advantageous Peace, 1s,
when your Enemy defires it, and
when you are in the beft condition
of purfuing a War: And how vain a

| Coun-
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Counfel it is, to avoid a War, by yreld-
ing any Point of Intereft or Honour;
which docs but invite new Injuries,
encourage Enemics, and difhearten
Friends.

CHAP




CHAP IL
Of their GOVERNMENT.

¥ T is evident by what has been dif-
courfed in the former Chapter con-
cerning the Rife of this State, (which
1s to be dated from the Union of U-
trecht) that it cannot properly be fty-
led 2 Commonwealth, but is rather a
Confederacy of Seven Sovereign Pro-
vinces united together for their com-
mon and mutual Defence, without an
Dependance one upon the other. But
to difcover the Nature of their Govern-
ment from the firft Springs and Mo-
tions, it muft be taken yet into fialler
Pieces, by which it will appear, that
each of thefe Provinces is likewife
compofed of many little States or Ci-
ties, which have feveral Marks of So-
vereign Power within themfelves, and
are not fubjett to the Sovereignty of
their Provinces; not being concluded
in many things by the Majority, but only
by the univerfal Concurrence of Voices
in the Provincial States. For as the
States-General cannot make War or

Peace,
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Peace, or any new Alliance, or Le-
vies of Mony, without the Confent
of every Province; f{o cannot the
States-Provincial conclude of any of
thofe Points, without the Confent of
cachof the Cities, that, by their Confti-
tution, has a Voice in that Aflembly.
And tho’ in many Civil Caufes there
lies an Appcal from the common Judi-
cature of the Cities, to the Provincial
Courts of Juftice; yet in Criminal,
there lies none at all; nor can the So-
vereignty of a Province exercife any
Judicature, fcife upon any Offender,
or pardon any Offence within the Ju-
rifdiGion of a City, or execute any
common Refolution or Law, but by
the Juftice and Officers of the City 1t
felf. By this a certain Sovereignty in
each City 1s difcerned, the chief Marks
whereof are, The Power of exercifing
Judicature, levying of Mony, and ma-
king War and Peace: For the other, of
Comning Mony, 1s neither in particular
Cities or Provinces, but in the gene-
rality of the Union, by common A-
greement. .

- The main Ingredients therefore into
the Compofition of this State, are the

Freedom of the Cities, the Sovcreignt};
o
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of the Provinces, the Agrcements or
Conftitutions of - the Union, and the
Authoriry of the Princes of Orange:
W hich make¢ the Order I (hall follow in
the Account intended of this Govern-
ment. But whereas, the {everal Pro-
vinces in the Union, and the feveral
Cities in each Province, as they have;
in their Orders -and Conftitutions, fome
particular Differences, as well as a ge-
neral Refemblance; and the account of
ea h diftinétly would fwell this Difcourfe
out of meafure, and to little purpofe:
I fhall confine my felf to the Account of
Holland, as the richeft, ftrongeft, and
of moft Authority among the Provin-
ces; and of Amfterdam, -as that which
has the fame Preheminencies among the
Cities.

The Sovereign Authority of the Ci- Govern-
ty of Amjfterdam, confifts, in the Dc—?‘.’t’yf’o;{\ﬁf
crees or Refults of their Senate, which ferdam.
1s compos’d of Six and Thirty Men,. by
whom the Juftice 1s adminifter’d, ac-
cording to ancient Forms; in the names
- of Officers, and Places of Judicature.
But Monies are Levied by “Arbitrary
Refolutions, and Proportions, according
to what appears convenient or- necefla-
ry upon. the Change or Emergency of
' occa-
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occafions. Thefe Senators are for their
Lives, and the Senate was anciently
chofen by the Voices of the richer
Burghers, or Freemen of the City,
who upon the Death of a Senator met
together, either in a Church, a Mar-
ket, or fome other Place {pacious e-
nough to receive their Numbers; and
there made an Elefion of the Perfon
to fucceed; by the majority of Voices.
But about a Hundred and Thirty, or
Forty Years ago, when the Towns of
Holland began to increafe in Circuity
and in People, fo as thofe frequent Af-
femblies grew into danger of Tumult
and Diforder upon every occafion, by
rcafon of their Numbers and Conten-
tion; this Eleftion of Senators came,
by the Refolution of the Burghers, in
one of thcir General Aflemblies, to be
devolved for ever; upen the ftanding-
Senate at that time; f{o, as ever fince,
when any one of their number dies, a

" new one 1s chofen by the reft of the

Senate, without any Intervention of
the other Burghers; which makes the
Government a fort of Oligarchi, and
very difterent from a popular Govern-
ment, as it is generally efteem’d by’
thofe, who, pafling or living in thefe

Coun=
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Countries, content themfelves with
common Obfervations, or Inquiries.
And this Refolution of the Burghers,
cither was agreed upon; or follow'd
by general Confent or Example, about
the fame time, in all the Towns of the
Province, tho’ with fome difference 1n
number of their Senators.

By this Senate are chofen the chief
Magiftrates of the Town, which are
the Burgomafters, and the Efchevins:
The Burgomafters of Amjfterdam arc
Four, whereof Three are chofen every
Year; {o as one of them ftays in Office
Two Years; but the Three laft chofen;
are call’d the Refgning-Burgomafters
for that Year, and prefide by turns,
after the firft Three Months; forfo long
after a new Ele&ion, the Burgomafter
of the Year before prefides; in which
time it is fuppos’d the new ones will
grow inftrucled in the Forms and Du-
ties of their Office, and acquainted
with the State of the Citics Affairs.

The Burgomafters are chofen by
moft Voices of all thofe Perfons in the
Senate, wko have been eich:r Burgo-
mafters or Efchevins; and their Au-
thority refembles that of the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen in our Cities.

They
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They reprefent the Dignity of the Go-
vernment, and do the Honour of the
City upon all Occafions. They difpofe
of all Under-Offices that fall in their
time; and iffue out all Monies out of
the common Stock or Treafure, judg-
ing alone what is neceflary for the
Safety, Convenience, or Dignity of the
City. They keep the Key of the Bank
of Amfterdam, (the common Treafure
of fo many Nations,) which is never
open’d without the Prefence of one of
them: And they infpe&t and purfue all
the greatjPublick Works: of the City,
as the Ramparts and Stadt-houfe, now
almoft finilhed, with fo great Magnifi-
cence, and fo vaft Expence.

This Office is a Charge of the great-
eft Truft, Authority, and Dignity; and
fo much the greater, by not being of
Profit or Advantage, but only as a
way to other conftant Employments in
the City, thatare fo. The Salary of a
Burgomafter of Amfterdam, is but Five
Hundred Gilders a Year, though there
are Offices worth Five Thoufand in their
Difpofal; - but yet none of them known
to have taken Mony upon fuch occa-
fions, which would lefe all their Cre-
dit in the Town; and thereby their

Fortunes
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Fortunes by any Publick Employments.
They are oblig’d to no fort of Expence
more than ordinary modeft Citizens, in
their Habits, their Attendance, their
Tables, or any part of their own Do-
meftick. They are upon all Publick Oc-
cafions waited on by Men inSalary from
the Town; and whatever Feafts they
make upon folemn Days, or for the
Entertainment of any Princes or Fo-
reign Minifters, the Charge is defray-
ed out of the Common Treafure; but
proportion’d by their own Difcretion.
At other times, they appear in all Pla-
ces with the Simplicity and Modefty of
other private Citizens. When the Bur-
gomafter’s Office expires, they are of
courfe difpos’d into the other Charges
or Employments of the Towns, which
are very many and beneficial ; unlefs they
lofe their Credit with the Senate, by ~
any want of Diligence or Fidelity in
the Difcharge of their Office, which
feldom arrives. ;

The Efthevins are the Court of Ju-
ftice .in.every Town. They are at
Amjfterdam Nine in Number; of which
Seven are chofen Annually; but Two
of the preceding Year continue in Of-
fice. A double Number is named by

H the
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the Senate, out of which the Burgo-
mafters now chufe, as the Prince of
Orange did in the former Confticution.
They are Sovereign Judges in all Cri-
minal Caufes. In Civil, after a cer-
tain value, therc lies Appeal to the
Court of Juftice of the Province. But
they pafs Sentence of Death upon no
Maun, without firft advifing with the
Burgomafters; tho’y after that Form
is paft, they proceed themfelves, and
are not bound to follow the Burgo-
mafters Opinion, but are left to their
own: This being only a Care or Fa-
vour of Supererogation to the Life of
Man, which is {fo foon cut offy and ne:
ver to be retrieved or made amends
for. o
Under thele Sovereign: Magiftrates,
the chief fubordinate Officers of the
Town, are the Treafurers, who receive
and iflue out all Monies that are pro-
perly the Revenues or Stock of the
City: The Scout, who takes care of
the Peace, feifes all Criminals, and
fees the Sentences of Juftice exccuteds
and whofe Authority is like that of a
Sheriff in a County with us, or a
Conftable in a Parith. The Penfioner,
who is a Civil-Lawyer, vers’d in the
Cultoms,
(
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Cuftoms, and Records, and Privileges
of the Town, concerning which he
informs the Magiftracy upon oeccafion,
and vindicates them upon Difputes
with other Towns; he 1s a Servant of
the Senate and the Burgomafters, de-
livers their Meflages, makes their Ha-
rangues upon all Publick Occafions, and
1s not unlike the Recorder in one of our
Towns.

In this City of Amfterdam is the fa-
mous Bank; which is the greateft Trea-
fure, cither real or imagtnary, that is
known any where in the World. The
place of it is a great Vault under the
Stadthoufe, made ftrong with.all the
Circumftances of Doors and Locks,
and other appearing Cautions of Safety,
that can be: And ’tis certain, that
whoever 1s carried to {ee the Bank,
fhall never fail to find the Appearance
of a mighty real Treafure, in Bars of
Gold and Silver, Plate and infinite
Bags of Metals, which are fuppofed to
be all Gold and Silver, and may be fo
for ought I know. But the Burgo-
mafters only having the Infpetion of
this Bank, and no Man ever taking
any particular Account of what iffues

mn and out, from Age to Age, ’tis im-
H 2 poflible
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poflible to make any Calculation, or

guefs what Proportion the rcal Trea-
fure may hold to the Credit of it.
Therefore the Security of the Bank lies
not only in the Effe&s that are in it,
but in the Credit of the whole Town
or State of Amflerdam, whofe Stock

-and Revenue is equal to that of {fome

Kingdoms ; and who are bound to
make good all Monies that are
brought into their Bank: The Tickets
or Bills hereof make all the ufual
great Payments, that arc made between
Man and Man in the Town; and not
only in moft ether Flaces of the Uni-
ted ‘Provinces, but in many other Tra-
ding-parts of the World.  So as this
Bank is properly a general Cafh, where
every Man lodges his Mony, becaufe
he efteems it fafer, and cafier paid in
and out, than if it were in his Coffers
at home: And the Bank is fo far
from paying any Intereft for what is
there brought in, - that Mony in the
Bank is worth fomething more 1n
common Payments, that what runs
currant in Coin from Hand to Hand;
no other Mony pafling in the Bank,
but in the Species of Coin the beft
known, the moft afcertain’d, and the

moft
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moft generally current in all parts of the
Higher as well as the Lower Germany.
The Revenues of Amflerdam arife
out of the conftant Excife upon all
forts of Commoditics bought and f{old
within the Precin& : Or, out of the
Rents of thole Houfes or Lands that
belong in common to the City : Or,
out of certain Duties and Impofitions
upon every Houfe, towards the Ufes of
Charity, and the Repairs, or Adorn-
ments, or Fortifications, of the Place:
Or elfe, out of extraordinary Levies
confented to by the Senate, for fur-
nithing their Part of the Publick
Charge that is agreed to by their De-
_ puties in the Provincial-States, for the
ufe of the Province: Or by the De-
puties of the States of Holland in the
States-General, for Support of “the
Unien. And all thefe Payments are
made into one Common Stock of the
Town, not, as many of ours are, into
that of the Parih, fo as Attempts
may be eafier made at the Calculati-
ons- of their whole Revenue: And I
have heard it affirmed, That what is
paid of all kinds to Publick Ufes of
the States-General, the Province, and
the City in Amflerdam,. amounts to
H 3 above
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above Sixteen hundred thoufand Pounds
Sterling a Year. But I enter into no
Computations, nor give thefe for any
thing more, than what I have heard
from Men who pretended to make
fuch Enquiries, which, I confefs, I did
not. ’Tis certain, that, in no Town,
Strength, Beauty, and Convenience are
better provided tor, nor with more un-
limited Expence, than in this, by the
Magnificence of their Publick Build-
ings, as Stadthoufe and Arfenals; the
Number and Spacioufnefs, as well as
Order and Revenues of their many Ho-
fpitals ; the Commodioufnefs of their
Canals, running through the chief
Streets of Paflage; the mighty Strength
of their Baftions and Ramparts ; and
the Neatnefs, as well as Convenience,
of their Streets, fo far as can be com-
pafs’ld in fo great a Confluence of
induftrious People: All which could
never be atchieved without 'a Charge
much exceeding what feems propor-
tioned to the Reyvenue of one fingle
Town.
cwern. The Senate chufes the Deputies,
wentof the which are fent from this City to the
ﬁ;‘;;;‘;fgf”f States of Holland; the Sovereignty
 whereof is reprefented by Deputies l?f
. ' the



Chap. I1. Of their Goveynment,
the Nobles and Towns, compofing

Nineteen Voices: Of which the No-

bles have only the firft, and the Cities
Eighteen, according to the number of
thofe which are called Stemms; the
other Cities and Towns of the Pro-
vince having no Voice in the Statgs.
Thefe Citics were originally but Six,
Dorty Haerlem, Delf, Leyden, Amfter-
dam and Tergou. But were encreafed,
by Prince William of Nafau, to the
number of Eighteen, by the Addition
of Rotterdam, Gorcum, Schedam, Scho-
noven, Briel, Alcmaery Hornes Enchu-
fen, Edam, Moninckdam, :Medenblick,
and Permeren. This makes as great
an Inequality in the Government of
the Province, by fuch a fmall City as
Permeren having an equal Voice in
the Provincial-States with Am/fterdam,
(which pays perhaps half of all Charges
of the Province,) as feems to be in
the States-General, by fo {mall a Pro-
vince as Queryffel having an equal
Voice in the States-General with that
of Holland, which contributes more
than half to the general Charge of the
Union, But this was by fome Wri-
ters of that Age interpreted to be
done by the Prince’s Authority, fo

H 4 lefler

103



To4

Of their-Government. Chap.II.

" leffen that of the Nobles, and balance

that of the greater Cities, by the Voi-
ces of the tmaller, whofe Dependen-
ces were eafier to be gained and fe-
cured. : '

~ The Nobles, though they are few 1n
this Province, yet are not reprefented
by all their Number, but by Eight or
Nine, who as Deputies from their Bo-
dy have Seflion in the States-Provin-
cial; and who, when one among them
dyes, ‘chufe another to fucceed him.
Though they have all together but
OneVoice equal to the {malleft Town;
yet they are very confideraple in the
Government, by poflefling many of
the beft Charges both Civil and Mili-
tary, by having the Direction of all
the Ecclefiaftical Revenue that was
feid by the State upon the Change
of Religion; and by fending their De-
puties to all the Councils both of the
Generalty and the Province, and by
the Nomination of One Counfellor in
the Two great Courts of Juftice. They
give their Voice firft in the Affembly
of the States, and thereby a great
Weight to the Bufinefs in Confultation.
‘The Penfioner of Holland is feated
with them, delivers their Voice for
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them, and affifts at all their Deliberati-
ons, before they come to the Affembly.
Heis, properly, butMinifter or Servant
of the Province, and {o his Place or
Rank 1s behind all their Deputies; but

has always great Credit, becaufe he is

perpetual, or feldom difcharged; though
of right he ought to be chofen orrenew-
ed every fifth Year. He has place in all
the feveral Aflemblies of the Province,
and in the States propofes all Affairs, ga-
thers the Opinions, -and forms or digefts
the Refolutions; pretending likewife a
Power, not to conclude any very impor-
tant Affair by plurality of Voices, when
he judges in his Confcience he ought
not to dq it, and that it will be of ill
Confequence or Prejudice to the Pro-
vince. He is likewife one of their con-
ftant Deputies in the States-General.
TheDeputies of the Cities are drawn
out of the Magiftrates and Senate of
each Town: Their Number 1§ uncer-
tain and Arbitrary, according to the
Cuftoms or Pleafure of the Cities that
fend them, becaufe they haye all toge-
ther but one Voice, and are all main-
tained at their Cities charge: But com-
monly one of the Burgomafters, and
the Penfioner are of the Number.

Thc
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The States of Holland have their
Seflion in the Court at the Hague, and
aflcmble ordinarily four times a Year,
in February, Funme, September, and No-
vember. In the former Seflions, they
provide for the filling up of all vacant
Charges, and for renewing the Farms
of all the feveral Taxes, and for con-
fulting about any matters that concern
cither the general Good of the Pro-
vince, or any particular Differences
arifing between the Towns. But in
November, they meet purpofely to re-
folve upon the Continuance of the
Charge which falls to the thare of their
Province the following Year, according
to what may have been agreed upon
by the Deputies of the States-General,
as neceflary for the Support of the State
or Union. "

For extraordinary Occafions, they
are convoked by a Council called the
Gecommitteerde Raeden, or the Com-
miflioned Counfellors, who are lEro-
perly a Council of State, of the Pro-
vince; compofed of feveral Deputies;
One from the Nobles; One from
each of the chief Towns; And but
One from Three of the fmaller Towns,
each of the Three chufing him by

turns.
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turns. And this Council fits conftant-
ly at the Hague, and both propofes
to the Provincial-States, at their ex-
traordinary Aflemblies, the matters of
Deliberation; and executes their Refo-
lutions.

In thefe Affemblies, though all are
equal in Voices, and any one hinders
a Refult; yet it feldom happens, but
that united by one common Bond of
Intereft, and having all one common
End of Publick Good, they come
after full Debates to eafie Refolutions;
yielding to the Power of Reafon, where
1t is clear and ftrong, and fupprefling
all private Paflions or Interefts, fo as

107

the {maller part feldom contefts. hard

or long, what the greater agrees of.
When the Deputies of the States a-
gree in Opinion, .they fend {ome of
their number to their refpetive Towns,
propofing the Affair and the Reafons
alledged, and defiring Orders from
them to conclude; which feldom fails,
if the Neceflity or Utility be evi-
dent : If it be.more intricate, or fuf-
fers Delay, the States adjourn for
fuch a time, as admits the Return of
all the Deputies to their Towns;
where their Influence and Intereft, all:d

the
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the Impreflions of the Debates in their
Provincial Affemblies; make the Con-
fent of the Cities eafier gain’d.
Befides the States and Council men-
tion’d, - the Province has likewife a
Chamber of Accounts, who manage
the general Revenues of the Province:
And; befides this Truft, they have the
abfolute Difpofition of the ancient De-
mefn of Holland, without giving any
Account to the States of the Province.
Only at times, either upon ufual Inter-
vals, or upon a Neceflity of Mony,
the States call upon them for a Sub-
fidy of T'wo or Three Hundred Thou-
fand Crowns, or more, as they are
preft, or conceive the Chamber to be
grown rich, beyond what is proportio-
ned to the general Defign of encreafing
the Eafe and Fortunes of thofe Perfons
who compofe it. The States of Hol-
Jand difpofe of thefe Charges to Men
grown aged in their Service, and who
have pafs’d through moft of the Em-
ployments of State, with the Efteem of
Prudence and Integrity; and fuch Per-
fons find here an honourable and profi-
table Retreat. :
The Provinces of Holland and Zea-
land, as they ufed formerly to have
‘ one
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one Governor in the Time of the
Houfes of Burgundy and Auftria; fo
they have long had one common Ju-
dicature, which is exercifed by Two
Courts of Juftice, each of them com-
mon to both the Provinces. The firft
i1s compofed of Twelve Counfellors;
Nine of Holland, and Three of Zea-
land, of whom the Governor of the
Provinces is the Head ; by the old
Contftitution ufed to prcﬁde when-
ever he pleafed, and to name all the
Counfellors except One, who was cho-
{en by the Nobles. This Court judges
without Appeal in all Criminal Caufes;
but in Civil there lies Appeal to the
other Court, which is called the High
Council, from which there is no Ap-
peal; but only by Petition to the States
of the Province for a Revifion: When
thefe judge there is Reafon for it, they
grant Letters-patents to that purpofe,
naming fome Syndigues out of the
Towns, who being added to the Coun-
fellors of the two former Courts re-
vife and judge the Caufe in the laft Re-
fort. And this Courfe feems to have
been inftituted by way of Supply or
Imitation of the Chamber of Mechlyn,
to which, before the Revolt of the

Pre-
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Provinces, there lay an Appeal, by way
of Revifion, fromyall orpﬁloﬁ o};' thg
Provincial Courts of Juftice, as there
ftll doth in the Spanifb Provinces of the

Netherlands. _
_ Govern- The Union is made up of the Seven
o Sovercign Provinces before named,
Provinces. Who chufe their refpective Deputies,
and fend them to the Hague, for the
compofing of Three feveral Colleges,
call’d The States-General, The Coun-
cil of State, and the Chamber of Ac-
counts. The Sovereign Power of this
United-State lies ecfteGtively in the
Aflembly of the States-General, which
ufed at firft to be convoked upon ex-
traordinary Occafions, by the Council
of State; but that feldom, in regard
they ufually confifted of above Eight
Hundred Perfons, whofe meeting toge-
ther in one place, from fo many feveral
parts, gave too great a fhake to the
whole Body of the Union ; made the
Debates long, and fometimes confu-
fed ; the Refolutions flow, and, upon
fudden Occafions, out of time. In the
Abfence of the States-General, the
Council of State reprefented their Au-
thority, and executed their Refoluti-
ons, and judged of the neceflity of a
new
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new Convocdtion; ’till after the Earl of
Leicejter’s Departure from the Govern-
ment, the Provincial-States defired of
the General, That they might, by their
conftant refpeive Deputics, continue
theic Affemblies under the Name of
States-Generaly which were never after
aflembled but at Bergen ap Zoom, for
ratifying with more folemn Form and
Authority, the Truce concluded with
Duke Albert and Spain.

This Deflire of the Provinces was
grounded upon the Pretences, That
the Council of State convoked them
but feldom, and at Will; and that be-
ing to execute all in their Abfence,
they thereby arrogated to themfelves
too great an Authority in theState. But
a more fecret R eafon had greater weight
in this Affair, which was, That the
Englifb Ambaffador had, by agreement
with Queen E/izabeth, a conftant place
in their Council of State; and upen
the Diftates arifing between the Pro-
vinces and the Earl of Leiceffer, with
fome Jealoufies of the Queen’s Difpo-
fition to make a Peace with Spain,
they had no mind that her Ambaffa-
dor fhould be prefent any longer in
the firft Digeftion of their Affairs,

which
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which was then ufually made in the
Council of State. And hereupon they
firft fram’d the ordinary Council, call’d
the States-General, which has ever fince
pafs’d by that Name, and fits conftant-
ly in the Court at the Hague, repre-
fents the Sovereignty of the Union,
gives Audience and Difpatches to all.
Foreign Minifters ; but yet is indeed
only a Reprefentative of the States-Ge-
neral, the Aflemblies whereof are whol-
ly difufed. , .

The Council of State, the Admiral-
ty, and the Treafury, are all {ubordi-
nate to this Council : All which are .
continu’d in as near a Refemblance, as
could be, to the feveral Councils ufed
in the time when the Provinces were
{ubje&t to their feveral Principalities ;.
or united under One in the Houfes of
Burgundy and Auftria: Only the feve-
ral Deputies (‘compofing one Voice)
now fucceeding the fingle Perfons em-
ployed under the former Governments:
And the Hague, which was, the ancient
Seat of the Counts of Holland, {till
continues to be {o of all thefe Coun-
cils ; where the Palace of the former
Soveraigns, lodges the Prince of Orange
as Governor, and receives thefe fevc-‘,

ral
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ral Councils as attending ftill upon the
Sovereignty, reprefented by the States-
General.

The Members of all thefe Councils
ate placed and changed by the feve-
ral Provinces, according to their diffe-
rent or agreeing Cuftoms. To the
States-General every one fends their
Deputies, 1n what number they pleafe;
fome T'wo, fome Ten or Twelve; which
makes no Difference, becaufe all Mat-
ters are carry’d, not by the Votes of
Perfons, but of Provinces; and all the
Deputies from one Province, how few
or many foever, have one fingle Vote.
The Provinces differ likewile in the
time fixed for their Deputation; fome
fending for a Year, fome for more, and
others for Life. The Provinces of Ho/-
land, {end to the States-General one of
their Nobles, who is perpetual; Two
Deputies chofen out of their Eight
chief Towns; and One out of North-
Holland ; and with thefe, Two of their
Provincial Council of State, and their
Penfuwner.

Neither Stadtholder or Governor,
or any Perfon in Military Charge, has
Seflion in the States-General. Every

Province prefides their Week in turns,
L and
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“and by the moft qualified Perfon of

the Deputies of that Province: He
fits in a Chair with Arms, at the mid-
dle of a long Table, capable of hold-
ing about Thirty Perfons; for about
that Numbur this Council is ufually
compofed of. . Th: Greffier, whois in
nature of a Secretary, fits at the lower
end of the Table: When a Foreign
Mintiiter has Audience, he is feated at
the middle of this Table, over-againit
the Prefident, who propofes all Mat-
ters in this Aflembly; makes the Gref=
fler read all Papers; puts the Que-
ftion; calls the Voices of the Pro-
vinces; and forms the Conclufion.
Or, if he refufes to conclude accord4
ing to the Plurality, he is obliged to
refign his Place to the Prefident of the
enfuing Week, who concludes for
him. ‘
This is the Courfe in all Affairs be-
fore them, except in Cafes of Peace
and War, of Voreign Alliances, of
Raifing or Coining of -Monies, or the
Privileges of each Province or Mem-
ber of the Union. In all which, All
the Provinces muft concur, Pluralit
being not at all weighed or obferved.
This Council is not Sovereign, but
: : only
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only reprefents the Sovereignty ; and
therefore, though Amba[fadors are both
receiv’d and fent in their Name ; yet
neither are their own chefen, nor Fo-
reign Minifters anfwer’d, nor any of
thofe mention’d Aftairs refolv’d, with-
out confulting firft the States oF cach
Province by their refpettive Deputies,
and receiving Orders from them; and
in other important Matters, t l"ough de-
cided by Plurality, they frequently con-
fult with the Council of State.

Nor has this Method or Conftituti-
on ever been broken fince their State
began, exceptmg only in one Affair,
which was in Fanuary 1668, fwhen His
Majefty - fent me over to propofe a
League of Mutual Defence with this
State, and another for the Preferva-
tion of Flanders from the Invafion of
France, which had alrcady conquered
a great part of th: Span:h Provinces,
and left the reft at the Mercy of the
next Campania.  Upon this Occafion I
had the Fortune to prevail with the
States-General, to conclude Three Trea-
ties, and upon threm draw up and fign
the feveral Inftruments, in the fpace

of Five Days; without pafling the

cflential Forms of their Government
I3 ‘ by
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by any recourfc to the Provinces,
which muft likewife bave had it to the
feveral Cities: There, I knew; thofe
Foreign Minifters, whofe Duty and In-
tereft it was to oppofe this Affair, ex-
pected to meet, and to elude ir, which
could not have failed, in cafe it had
run that Circle, {ince engaging the
Voice of one City muft have broken
it. *Tis true, that in concluding thefe
Alliances without Commiflion from
their Principals, the Deputics of the
States-General ventur’d their Heads, if

they had been difowned by. their Pro-

vinces; but being all unanimous, and
led by the clear evidence of fo direft,
and {o important an Intereft, (which
muft have been loft by the ufual De-
lays,) they all agreed to run the ha-
zard; and were {o far from being dif-
owned, that they were applauded by
all the Members of every Province :

- Having thereby changed the whole

Face of Affairsin Chriftendom, and laid
the Foundation of the Tripple-Alliance,
and the Peace of Aix, (which were
concluded about Four Months after.)

So great has the force of Reafon and

Intereft ever prov’d in this State, not
only to the uniting of all Voices in
their
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their Aflemblies, but to the abfolving
of the greateft Breach of their Origi-
nal Conftitutions ; even in a State,
whofe Safety and Greatnefs has been
chi-fly founded upon the fevere and
exa&t Obfervance of Order and Me-
thod, in all their Counfe¢ls and Executi-
ons. Nor have they ever us’d, at any
other time, any greater means to agree
and unite the {everal Members of their
Union, in the Refolutions neceflary,
upon the moft prefling Occaiions, than
for the agreeing-Provinces toname fome
of their ableft Perfons to go and confer
with the diflenting, and reprefent thofe
Reafons and Interefts, by which they

have been induced to their Opini-

ons.

The Council of State is compos’d
of Deputies from the feveral Provin-
ces, but after another manner than the

States-General, the number being fix’d.

Gelderland {ends Two, Holland Three,
Zealand and Utrecht Two apicce,
Friezland, Oweryflel and Groninghen,
each of them One, making n all
Twelve. They Vote not by Provin-
ces, but by Perfonal Voices; and eve-
ry Deputy prefides by Turns. In this
Council the Governor of the Pro-

' I3 vinces
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vinces has Seflion, and a decifive Voice ;
and the Treafurer-General, Seflion, but
a Voite only deliberative ; yet he has
much Credit here, being for Life; and
fo 1s the Perfon dcputcd to this Coun-
cl from the Nobles of Holland, and
the Deputies of the Province of Zea-
land. The reft are but for Two, Three,
or Four Years.

- The Council of State executes the
Refolution of the States-General; con-
fults and propofcs to them the moft
expedient ways of raifing Troops, and
levying Monies, as well as the Propor-
tions of both, which they conceive ne-
ceflary 1n all Con}un&ures and Revolu-
tions of the State: Superintends the
Milice, the Fortifications, the Contti-
butions out of Enemies Country, the
Forms and Difpofal of all' Pafsports,
and the Affairs, Revenues, and Govern-
ment of all Places conquer’d fince the
Union ; which, being gain’d by the
common Arms of this State, depend
upon the States-General, and not upon
any particular Province.

Towards the End of every Year, this
Council forms a State of the Expence
they conceive will be neceflary for the
Year enfuing; prefents it to the States-

General,
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General, defiring them to demand fo
much of the States-Provincial, to. be
raifed according to the ufual Proporti-
ons, which arc of 100000 G

: G= . St 'lD;
Gelderland - 3612 ——OF oo

Holland 58309 ——o1 - 10
Zealand 9183 ——14 o2
Utrecht 5830 17 11
Friezland 11661 Ly 10
Overyffel —— 3571 -08 -04
Groningue 5930 17 11

This Petition, as ’tis call’d, is made
to the States-General, in the Name of
the Governor and Council of State,
which 1s but a Continuance of. the
Forms ufed in the time of their Sove-
raigns, and fhill by the Gavernors and
Council of State in the Spanifly Netbher-
lands : Petition fignifying barely
asking or demanding, tho’ implying
the Thing demanded to be wholly 1n
the Right and Power of them that
give. It was ufed by the firft Counts,
only upon extraordinary Occafions, and
Neceflities ; but in the time of the
Houfes of Burgundy and Auftria, grew
o be a thing of Courfe, and Annual

T4 . - a
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as it is ftill in the Spanifh Provinces.
~ The Council of State difpofes of
all Sums of Mony deftin’d for all ex-

~traordinary Affairs, and expedites the

Orders for the whole Expence of the
State, upon the Refolutions firft taken,
in the main, by the States-General.
The Orders muft be Signed by Three
Deputies of feveral Provinces, as well
as by the Treafurer-General, and then
Regiftred in the Chamber of Accounts,
before the Receiver- General pays them,
which is then done without any diffi-
culty, charge, or delay.

Every Province raifes what Monies
it pleafes, and by what ways or means ;
fends its Quota, or fhare, of the general
Charge, to the Receiver-General, and
converts the reft to the prefent ufe, or
referves it for the future Occafions, of

_the Province.

The Chamber of Accounts was ereét-
ed about Sixty Years ago, for the Eafe
of the Council of State, to examine
and ftate all Accounts of all the feveral
Receivers, to Control and Regifter the
Orders of the Counci! of State, which
difpofes of the Finances: And this
Chamber 1s compos’d of Two Deputies
from each Province, who are changed
every Three Years. Be-
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Befides thefe Colleges, is the Coun. .

cil of the Admiralty; who, when the
States-General, by Advice of the Coun-
cil of State, have deftin'd a Fleet of
fuch a Number and Force to be {et out,
have the abfolute Difpofition of the
Marine Affairs, as well in the Choice
and Equipage of all the feveral Ships,
as in iffuing the Monies allotted for that
Service.

This College is fubdivided into Five,
of which Three are in Holland, viz.
One in Amjflerdam, anothcr at Rotter-
dam, and the Third at Horn: The
Fourth is at Middlebourgh in Zealand,
and the Fifth at Harlinguen in Friez-
land. Each of thefe is compofed of
Seven Deputies, Four of that Pro-
vince where the College refides; and
Three named by the other Provinces.
The Admiral, or, in his Abfence, the
Vice-Admiral, has Seffion in all thefe
Colleges, and prefides when he is pre-
fent. They take Cognizance of all
Crimes committed at Sea; judge all
Pirats that are taken, and all Frauds
or-Negligences in the Payment or Col-
le&tions of the Cuftoms ; - which are
particularly affeted to the Admiralry,
* ~and
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and appliable to no other Ufe. This
Fond being not fufficient in times of
War, is fupplied by the Srates wich
whatever more is neceflary from other
Fonds ; but in time of Peace, being lit-
tle exhaufted by other conftant Charge,
befides that of Convoys to their feveral
Fleets of Merchants in all Parts, the
Remainder of this Revenue is applied
to the Building of great Ships of
War, and furnithing the feveral Arfe-
nals and Stores with all forts of Pro-
vifion, neceflary for the Building and
Rigging of more Ships than can be
neceded by the Courfe of a long
War,

So foon as the Number and Force of -
the Flcets, defign’d for any Expedition,
1s agreed by the States-General, and
given out by the Council of State to
the Admiralty ; each particular Col-
lege furnifhes their own Proportion,
which 1s known as well as that of the
fcveral Provinces, in all Monies that
arc to be raifed. In all which, the
Adiriral has no other Share or Advan-
tage, befides his bare Salary, and his
proportion 1n Prizes that are taken.
The Captains and Superior Officers of
cach Squadron are chofen by the fei

vera
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veral Colleges; the number of Men
appointed for every Ship: After which,
each Captain ufes his beft Diligence
and Credit to fill his Number with the
beft Men he can get, and takes the
whole care and charge of Vittualling
his own Ship for the Time intended
for that Expedition, and fignify’d to him
by the Admiralty 5 and this at a cer:
tain Rate of fo much a Man. And by
the good or 1ll Difcharge of his Truft,
as well as that of providing Chirur-
geons Medicines, and ail things necef-
fary for the Health of the Men, each
Captain grows into good or ill credit
with the Seamen, and, by their Report,
with the Admiralties : - Upon whofe
Opinion and Efteem the Fortune of all
Sea-Officers depends : So as, in all
their Expeditions, there appears rather
an Emulation among the particular
Captains who fhall treat his Seamen
beft in thefe Points, and employ the
Monies alloted for their Vitualling,
to the beft Advantage, than any little
Knavifh Praéices, of filling their own
Purfes by keeping their Men’s Bellies
empty, or forcing them to corrupted
unwholfome Diet : Upon which, and
upon Cleanlinefs in their Ships, - the
S " Health
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Health of many People crowded up
into {o little Rooms, feem chiefly to
depend. _

The Salaries of all the Great Officers
of this State, are very fmall : I have
already mention’d that of a Burgoma-
fter’s of Amfterdam to be about Fifty
Pounds ferling a Year: That of their
Vice-Admiral (for fince the laft Prince
of Orange’s Death, to the Year 1670,
there had been no Admiral) is Five
Hundred, and that of the Penfroner of
Holland T'wo Hundred. '

The Greatnefs of this State feems

- much to confift in thefe Orders, how

confufed foever, and of different Pie-
ces, they may feem : But more in two
main Effe&s of them, which are, The
good choice of the Officers of chief
Truft in the Cities, Provinces, and
State: And the great Simplicity and
Modefty in the common Port or Living
of their chiefeft Minifters ; without
which, the Abfolutenefs of the Senates
in each Town, and the Immenfity of
Taxes throughout the whole State,
would never be endured by the People
with any patience; being both of them
greater than in many of thofe Govern-
ments, which are efteem’d moft Arbi-

' trary
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trary among their Neighbours. But in
the Aflemblies and Debates of their
Senates, every Man’s Abilities are dif-
covered, as their Difpofitions are, in
the Condu& of their Lives and Dome-
ftick,among their fellow-Citizens. The
Obfervation of thefe either raifes, or
fupprefles, the Creditof particular Men,
both among the Pcople, and the Se-
nates of their Towns; who, to main-
tdin their Authority with lefs popular
Envy or Difcontent, give much to the
general Opinion of the People in the
choice of their Magiftrates : By this
means it comes to pafs, that, though
perhaps the Nation generally be not
_\vife, yet the Government is, Becaufe
1t is compofed of the wifeft of the Na-
tion; which may give it an Advantage
over many others, where Ability 1s of
more common Growth, but of lefs Ufe
to the Publick; if it happens that nei-
ther Wifdom nor Honefty are the Qua-
lities, which bring Men to the Manage-
ment of State-Affairs, as they ufually

do in this Commonwealth.
Befides, though thefe People, who
are naturally Cold and Heavy, may
not be ingenious enough to furnith a
pleafant or agreeable Converfation, yet
they

125§
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they want not plain down-right Senfe
to underftand and do their Bufinefs
both publick and private, which is a
Talent very different from the other;
and ] know not, whether they often
meet:  For the Firft proceeéds from
Hcat of the Brain, which makes the
Spirits more airy and volatile, and
thereby the motions of Thought lighter
and quicker, and the Range of Imagi-
nation much greater thanin cold Heads,
where the Spirits are more ecarthy and
dull : Thought moves flower and hea-
vier, but thereby the Impreflions of it
are deeper, and laft longer : One Ima-
gination being not fo frequently, not
fo eafily, effaced by another, as where
new ones are continually arifing. This
makes duller Men more conftant and
fteady, and quicker Men more incon-
ftant and uncertain; whereas the great-
eft Ability in Bufinefs feems to be the
fteady purfuit of fome one thing, ’till
there is an End of it, with perpetual
Application and Endeavour not to be
diverted by every Reprefentation of
new Hopes or Fears of Difficulty or
Danger, or of fome better Defign. The
firt of thefc Talents cuts like a Razor,

the other like a2 Hatcher :  One has
: Thin-
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Thinnefs of Edge,and Finenefs of Metal
and 1 emper, but is eafily turn’d by any
Subftancethat is hard, and refifts. T’o-
ther has Toughnefs and Weight, which
makes it cut through, or go deep,
where-ever it falls; and therefore one is

for Adornment, and t’ other for Ufe.
It may be faid further, that the Heat
of the Heart commonly goes along
with that of the Brain; fo that Paffi-
ons are warmer, where Imaginations
arequicker: And thereare few Men,(un-
lefs 1n cafe of fome evident Natural De-
fe&) but have Senfe enough to diftin-
guith in grofs between Right and Wrong,
between Good and Bad, when repre-
fented to them; and confequently have
Judgment enough to do their Bufinefs,
if it be left to it felf, and not fwayed
nor corrupted by fome Humor or Paf-
fion, by Anger or Pride, by Love ot
by Scorn, Ambition or Avarice, De-
light or Revenge; fo that the Coldnefs
of Paffions feems to be the natural
ground of Ability and Honefty among
Men, as the Government or Modcrati-
on of them the great End of Philo-
fophical and Moral Inftruéions. Thefe
Speculations may perhaps a little leffen
the common Wonder, How we fhould
meet

izf;.
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meet with in one Nation fo little thew
of Parts, and of Wit, and {o great E-
vidence of Wifdom and Prudence, as
has appear’d in the Condué& and Suc-
cefles of this State, for near an Hun-
dred Years: which needs no other Te-
ftimony, than the mighty Growth and
Power it arriv’d to, from fo weak and
contemptible Seeds and Beginnings.
The other Circumitance, I mention-
ed as an Occafion of their Greatnefs,
was, the Simplicity and Modefty of their
Magiftrates in their way of Living;
which 1s fo general, that I never knew
One among them exceed the common
frugal popular Air; and fo great, that
of the Two chief Officers in my Time,
Vice- Admiral ‘De Ruitery and the Pen-
fionerDe Wit; (One, generally efteem-
ed by Foreign Nations, as great . a
Seaman; and the other, as great a
States-man, as any of their Age,) I
never faw the firt in Cloaths better
than the commoneft Sea-Captain, nor
with above one Man following him,
nor in a Coach: And in his own

+ Houfe, neither was the Size, Building,

Furniture, or Entertainment, at all ex-
ceeding the Ufe of every common
Merchant and Tradefman in his Town

For
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For the Penfioner De #it, who had
the great Influence in the Govern-
ment, the whole Train and Expence of
his Domeftick went very equal with
other common Deputies or Minifters
of the State ; His Habit grave, and
plain, and popular s His Table, what
only ferv’d turn for his Family, ora
Friend; His Train (befides Commif-
faries and Clerks kept for him 1n an
Office adjoining to his Houfe; at the
publick Charge,) was only one Man,
who perform’d all the Menial Service
of his Houfe at home; and upon his
Vifits of Ceremony, putting on a plain
Livery-Cloak, attended his Coach a-
broad: For, upon other oecafions, He
was f{een ufually in the Streets on foot
and alone, like the commoneft Burgher
of the Town. Nor was this manner of
Life affe&ed, or us’d only by thefe par-
ticular Men, but was the general fafhi-
on and mode among all the Magiftrates

. of the State: For I fpeak not of the

Military Officers, who are reckon’d
their Servants; and live in a differcnt
Garb, though generally modefter than

in other Countries. :
. Thus this ftomachful People, who
could not endure the leaft Exercife of
Ar-
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Arbitrary Power or Impoﬁtions, or the
fight of any Foreign Troops under

- the Spanifb Government ; Have been

fince 1nured to all of them, in the
higheft Degree, under their own popu-
lar Magiftrates; Bridled with hard
Laws ; Terrified with {evere Executi-
ons; Environ’d with Foreign Forces ;
And oppreft with the moft cruel Hard-
fhip and Variety of Taxes, that was
ever known under any Government.
But all this, whilft the way to Office
and Authority lies through thofe Qua-
lities, whichacquire the general Efteem
of the People; Whillt no Man 15 ex-
empted from the Danger and Current
of Laws; Whilft Soldiers are confin’d
to Frontier-Garrifons, (the Guard of
Inland, or Trading Towns being left
tothe Burghers themfelves;) And whilft
no great Riches are feen to enter by
publick Payments into private Purfes,
either to raife Families, or to feed the
prodigal Expences of vain, extravagant,
and luxurious Men ; But all publick
Monies are applied to the Safety, Great-
nefs, or Honour of the State, and the
Magiftrates themfelves bear an equal
Share in all the Burthens they impofe.

- The
s
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The Authoriry of the Princes of O- Thedutho.
range, though intermitted upon the un- ;;?mfj; ’ﬁ}
timely Death of the laft; and Infancy Orange.
of this prefent Prince; Yet, as it muft -
be ever acknowledg’d to have had a
moft eflential part in che firt Frame of
this Government, and in all the For-
tunes thereof, duringthe whole Growth
and Progrefs of the State : So, has it
ever preferv’d a very ftrong Root, not
only 1n Six of the Provinces, but even
in the general and popular Affe&ions
of the Province of Holland it felf,
whofe States have, for thefe lat Twen-
ty Years, fo much endeavour'd to fup-
prefs, or exclude; it.

This began in the Perfon of Prince
William of Naffaw, at the very Birth
of the State; and not fo much by
the Quality of being Governor of
Holland and Zealand in Charles the
Fifth’s, and Philjp the Second’s time;
as by the efteem of fo great Wifdom,
Goodnefs and Courage, as excell’d in
that Prince, and feems to have been
from him deriv’d to his whole Race,
being, indeed, the Qualities that natu-
rally acquire Efteem and Authority

among the People, in all.Govcmr_ncg}ts;
- K2 or
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Nor has this Nation in particular,

fince the Time perhaps of Crvilis, e-

ver been without {fome Head, under
fome Title or other ; but always an
Head fubordinate to their Laws and Cu-
ftoms, and to the Sovercign Power of
the State.

In the firft Conftitution of this Go-
vernment, after the Revolt from Spain;
All the Power and Rights of Prince
William of Orange, as Governor of
the Provinces, feem to have been care-
fully " referv’d. But thofe which re-
main’d inherent i the Soveraign, were
devolved upon the Affembly of the
States-General, {o as in them remain’d
the Power of making Peace and War,
and all Foreign Alliances, and of rai-
fing and coming of Monies. In the
Prince, the Command of all Land and
Sea-Forces, as Captain-General and
Adnfiral, and thereby the Difpofition
of all Military Commands; ThePower
of pardoning the Penalty of Crimes ;
The chufing of Magiftrates upon the
Nomination of the Towns; For they
prefented Three to the Prince, who
ele&ted One out of .that number. Ori-
ginally the States-General were con-

voked
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voked by the Council of State, where
the Prince had the greateft Influence:
Nor, fince that change, havethe States
ufed to refolve any important Matter
without his Advice. Befides all this,
as the States-General reprefcnted the
Sovereignty, fo did the Prince of
Orange the Dignity, of this State, by
publick Guards, and the Attendance
of all Military Officers ; By the Appli-
cation of all Foreign Minifters, and all
Pretenders at home; By the Splendor
of his Court, and Magnificence of his
Expence, fupported rnot only by the
Penfions and Rights of his feveral
Charges and Commands, but by a
mighty Patrimonial Revenue in Lands
and Sovereign Principalities, and Lord-
thips, as well in France, Germany, and
Burgundy, as in the {everal parts of the
Seventeen Provinces; {o as Prince
Henry was ufed to anfwer fome, that
would have flatter’d him into the De-
figns of a more Arbitrary Power, That
he had as much as any wife Prince
would defire in that State; fince he
wanted none indeed, befides that of Pu-
nithing Men, and raifing Mony ; wheré-
as he had rather the Envy of the firft
' K3 {hould
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fhould lye upon the Forms of the Go-
vernment ; and he knew the other
could never be fupported without the
Confent of the People, to that degree
which was neceflary for the Defence of
fo fmall a State, againft fo mighty
Princes as their Neighbours.

Upon thefe Foundations was this
State firft eftablifh’d, and by thefe Or-
ders maintain’d, ’till the Death of the
laft Prince of Orange: When, by the
%eat Influence of the Province of
Holland amongf(t the reft, the Autho-
rity of the Princes came to be fhar’d
among the feveral Magiftracies of the
State; Thofe of the Cities affum’d
the laft Nomination of their feveral
Magiftrates; TheStates-Provincial, the
Difpofal of all Military Commands in
thofe Troops, which their Sharc was to
pay; and the States-General, the Com-
mand of the Armies, by Officers of
theirown Appointment, fubftituted and
changed at their Will. No Power re-
main’d to pardon what was once con-
demn’d by Rigor of Law; nor any
Perfon to reprefent the Port and Dig-
nity of a Sovereign State: Both which
could not fail of being fenfibly mifsi::d

’ y
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by the People ; fince no Man in parti-
cular can bec fecure of offending, or
would thercfore abfolutely defpair of
Impunity himfelf, though he would
have others do fo; and Men are ge-
nerally pleafed with the Pomp and
Splendor of a Government, not only
as it 1s an Amufement for idle People,
but as it is a Mark of the Greatnefs,
Honour and Riches, of their Coun-
try.

yHowcvcr, thefe Decfeéts were for
near Twenty Years fupply’d in fome
meafure, and this Frame fupported by
the great Authority and Riches of the
Province of Holland, which drew a fort
of Dependance from the other Six; and
by the great Sufficiency, Integrity, and
(%ronﬁancy of their Chief Minifter, and
by the Effet of both in the profperous
Succefles of their Affairs: Yet having
been a Conftitution ftrained againft the
current Veim and Humour of the Peo-
ple; It was always evident, that upon
the Growth of this young Prince, the
%rcat Virtues and Qualities he deriv’d
rom the Mixture of fuch Royal and
fuch Princely Blood, could nor fail, in
time, of raifing his Authority to equal,

4 at
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at leaft, if not to furpafs that of his
Glorious Anceftors. '

Becaufe the Curious may defire to
know fomething of the other Provinces,
as well as Holland, atleaft, in general,and
where they differ; It may be obferv’d,
That the Conftitutions of Gelderland,
Zealand, and Utrecht, agree much with
thofe of Holland; the States in each
Province being compos’d of Deputies
from the Nobles and the Cities; But
with thefe fmall Differences; In Gelder-
land, all the Nobles, that have certain
Fees, or Lordthips, in the Province, have
Seflion, they compofe one half of the
States, and thé Deputies of the Towns
the other; and though fome certain
Perfons among them  are deputed to
the States-General 5 yer any of the
Nobles of Gelder may have place
there, if he will attend at his own
Charge. o '

In Zealand, the Nobility having been
extinguifh’d in the Spanifh Wars; And
the Prince of Orange poflefling the Mar-
quifats of Flufbing and Terveer, His
Highnefs alone makes that part of the
States in the Province, by the Quali-
ty and Title of Firft, or Sole, Noble of

‘ ' Zealand s
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Zealand ; And thereby has, by his De-
puty, the firft Place, and Voice, in the
States of the Province, the Council of
State, and Chamber of Accounts: As
Soveraign of Flufhing and Terveer, he
likewife creates the Magiftrates, and
confequently difpofes the Voices, not
only of the Nobles, but alfo of Two
Towns, whereas there are 1n all but Six,
that fend their Deputies to the States,
and make up the Sovereignty of the
Province.

In Utrecht, befidesthe Deputiesof the
Nobles, and Towns, Eight Delegates
of the Clergy have Seflion, and make a
third Member in the States of the Pro-
vince. Thefe are eleéted out of the four
great Chapters of the Town, the Prefer-
ments and Revenues whereof, (though
anciently Ecclefiaftical ) yetare now pof-
fefled by Lay-perfons, who are moft of
them Gentlemen of the Province.

The Government of the Province
of Friezland is wholly different from
that of the Four Provinces already
mentioned; and is compofed of Four
Members, which are call’d, The Quar-
ter of Offergo, confifting of Eleven
Baillages; Of Weftergo, confifting of
Nine; and of Seveawelden, confifting of
Lo - Ten.
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Ten. Each Baillage comprehends a cer-
tain number of Villages, Ten, Twelve,
Fifteen, or Twenty, according to their
feveral Extents. The Fourth Member
confifts of the Towns of the Province,
which are Eleven in Number. Thefe
Four Members have each of them right
of fending their Deputies to the States,
that is, Two chofen out of every Bail-
lage, and Two out of every Town. And
thefe reprefent the Sovereignty of the
Province, and deliberate and conclude
of all Affairs, of what Importance fo-
ever, without any Recourfe to thofe
who deputed them, or Obligation to
know their Intentions, which the De-
puties of all the former Provinces are
ftritly bound to, and either muft fol-
low - the Inftru&tions they bring with
them to the Aflembly, or know the
Refolution of their Principals before
they conclude of any new Affair, that

arifes. :

In the other Provinces, the Nobles
of the Towns chufe the Deputies which
compofe the States, but in Friezland

the Conttitution is of quite another
fort. For every Baillage, whichiscom-

pos'd of a certain Extent of: Country,
and Number of Villages, (as has been
_ | faid)
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faid) is Govern’d by a Bailly, whom
in their Language they call Greetman,
and this Ofhcer Governs his- Circuit,
with the Afliftance of a certain number
of Perfons, who are call’d his Aflef-
fors, . who, together, judge of all Civil
Caufes, 1n the firft inftance, but.with
appeal to the Court of Juftice of the
Province. When the States are con-
voked, every Bailly aflembles together
all the Perfons of what Quality foever,
who pofiefs a certainn Quantity of Land
within his Diftrict, and thefe Men, by
moft Voices, name the Two Deputics
which each Baillage fends to the Aflem-
bly of the States. - .
This Aflembly, as it reprefents the
Sovereignty of the Province; fo it
difpofes ot all vacant Charges, chufes
the Nine Deputies, who compofe that
permanent College, which is the Coun-
cil of State of the Province; And like-
‘wife Twelve Counfellors, (thatis, Three
for every Quarter) who compofe the
Court of Juftice of the Province, and
judge of all Civil Caufes in: the laft Re-
fort, : but of all Criminal from the firft
Inftance. There being no other Crimi-
nal Jurifdi&ion, but this only, through
the Province: Whereas, in thc;o,lt)her
: IO-
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Provinces, there is no Town which
has it not within it felf: And feve-
ral, both Lords, and Villages, have the
High and Low Juftice belonging to
them.

In the Province of Groningue, which
1s upon the fame Tra& of Land, the
Eletions of the Deputies out of the
Country are made as in Friezland,
by Perfons poflefs’d of fet Proporti-
ons of Land; but in Owveryfel, all
Nobles, who are qualify’d by having
Seigneurial Lands, make a part of the
States. I

Thefe Three Provinces, with #ef?-
phalia, and all thofe Countries between
the Wezer, the Iffel, and the Rbine,
were the Seat of the ancient Frifons,
who, under the Name of Saxons, (gi-
ven them from the Weapon they wore,
made like a Sithe, with the Edge out-
wards, and call'd in their Language
Seaxes) were the fierce Conquerors of
our Brityfh Ifland, being call’d in upon
the Defertion of the Roman Forces,
and the cruel Incurfions of the Piéts
againft a People, whofc long Wars, at
firt with the Romans, and afterwards
Servitude under them, had exhaufted
all the braveft Blood of their Nation,
either
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either in their own, or their Mafters,
fucceeding Quarrels, and deprefs’d the
Hearts and Courages of the reft.

The Bithop of Munfler, whofe Ter-
ritories lye in this Tra& of Land, gave
me the firlt certain Evidences of thofe
being the Seats of our ancient Saxons,
which have fince been confirmed to
me by many things I have obferved in
reading the Stories of thofe Times, and
by what has been affirmed to me upon
Enquiry of the Frizons old-Language,
having ftill {fo great Affinity with our
old Englifs, as to appear eafily to have
been the fame; moft of their Words
ftill reraining the fame Signification and
Sound ; very different from the Lan-
guage of the Hollanders. This 1s the
molt remarkable in a little Town cal-
led Malcuera, upon the Zudder Sea,
in Friezland, which is ftill buile after
the Fafhion of the old German Villages,
deferibd by Tacitus 5 without any ufe
or obfervation of Lines or Angles; but
as 1f every Man had built in a common
Field, juft where he had a mind, fo as
a Stranger, when he goes in, muft
have a Guide to find the way out a-
gain.

Upon

14.1
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Upon thefe Informations, and Re-
marks, and the particular Account af-
terwards given me of the Conftitu-
tions of the Province of Friezland, o
different from the others; I began to
make Refletions uponthem; as thelike-
lieft Originals of many ancient Confti-
tutions among us, of which, no others
can be found, and which may feem to
have been introduc’d by the Saxons
here, and by their long and abfolute
Pofleflion of that part of the Ifle, cal-
led England, to have been fo planted
and rooted among us, as to have wa-
ded fafe, in a great meafure, through
the fucceeding Inundations and Con-
quefts of the Danifp and Norman Na-
tions. And, perhaps, there may be much
Matter found for the curious Remarks
of {ome diligent, and ftudious Antiqua-
ries; in the Comparifons of the Basl/i
or Greetman among the Frifons, with
our Sheriffe: OFf their Affeffors, with
our Fuftices of Peace: Of their Judg-
ing Civil Caufes in their Diftrict, upon
the firft Refort, butnotwithout Appeal,
with the Courfe of our Quarter-Seffi-
ons: Of their chief Judicature, being
compofed of Counfellors, of Four feve-

ral Quarters, with our Four Circuits:
of
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Of thefe being the common Criminal
Judicature of the Country : Of. the
Compofition of their States, with our
Parliament, at leaft, our Houfe of Com-
mons: In the particulars of Two De-
puties, being chofen from each Town,
as with us, and Two from each Baillage,
as from each Country here: And thefe
laft by Voices of all Perfons, poflefs’d
of a certain Quantity of Land; And at
a Meeting aflembled by the Greetnan to
that purpofe; And thefe Deputies ha-
ving power to refolve of all Matters
without Refort to thofe that chofe ’em,
or knowledge of their Intentions ; which
are all Circumftances agreeing with our
Conttitutions, but abiolutely differing
from thofe of the other Provinces in
the United States, and from the com-
pofition, I think, of the States, either
now, or formerly, ufed in the other
Nations of Europe.

To this Original, I fuppofe, we like-
wife owe what I have often wonder’d
at, that in England we neither fee,
nor find upon Record, any Lord, or
Lordfhip, that pretends to have the
Exercife of Judicature belong to 1it,
either that which is called High, or
Low, Juftice, which feemstobea Badg?

o
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of fome ancient Sovereignty: Though
we fee them very frequent among our
Neighbours, both under more arbitra-
ry Monarchies, and under the moft
free and popular States. -

CHAP




CH A P I
Of their SITUATION.

. Olland, Zealand, Friezland and

Groninguen, are {eated upon the

Sea, and make the Strength and Great-
nefs of this State : The other Three,
with the conquerd Towns in Brabant;
Flanders, and Cleve, make only the
Outworks or Frontiers, ferving chiefly
for Safety and Defence of thefe. No
Man can tell the ftrange and mighty
Changes, that may have been made
in the Face and Bounds of Maritime
Countries, at one time or orher, by
furious Inundations, upon the unufual
Concurrence of Land-Floods, Winds,
and Tides ; and therefore no Man
knows, whether the Province of Ho/-
land, may not have been, in fome
paft Ages, all Wood, and rough une-
qual Ground, as fome old Traditions
go; and levell’d to what we fee, by
the Sea’s breaking in, and continuing
long upon the Land ; fince, recoverd
by 1ts Recefs, and with the help of In-
duftry. For it is evident, that the Sea,
for fome fpace of Years, advances con-

: L tinually
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tinually upon one Coaft, retiring from
the oppofite ; and in another Age,
quite changes this courfe, yielding up
what it had feized, and ferzing what
it had yielded up, without any Reafon
to be given of fuch contrary Motions.
But, I fuppofe, this great Change was
made in Holland, when the Sea firft
parted England from the Continent,
breaking through a Neck of Land be-
tween Dover and Calais; Which may
be a Tale, but I am fure is no Re-
cord. It is certain, on the contrary,
that Sixteen Hundred Years ago, there
was no ufual Mention or Memory of
any fuch Changes; and that the face
of all thefe Coatls, and nature of the
Soil, efpecially that of Holland, was
much as it 1s now, allowing only the
Improvements of Riches, Time,and In-
duftry; which appears by the Defcrip-
Rhenns #1100 made in Tacitus, both of the Li--
pud princi-mits of the Ifle of Batavia, and the Na-
pinm sgricyre of the Soil, as well as the Climate,
e e with the very Names, and courfe of Ri-

amnes di-vers, {till remaining.
viditur, ad . .
Gallicam vipam latior o placidior verfo cognomento Vabalem actola
Aicunt, mox id quoque vocabulum mutar Mofn flumine, ejulque im«
menfo ore eundem in Oceannm effundityr.
Cum interim flexnw Ausumni & crebris imbribus fuperfufus amnss
pAluftrem bmmilensque Infulam in faciem Stagni opplevit, ’ T .
' Tis
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*Tis likely, the Changes arrived fince
that Age in thefe Countries, may have
been made by Stoppages grown in
time, with the rolling of Sands upon
the Mouths of Three great Rivers,
which difembogued into the Sea through
the Coafts of thefe Provinces; that 1s,
the Rhine, the Msfe, and the Scheld.
The ancient Rhbine divided, where
Skenckfconce now ftands, into two Ri-
vers 3 of which, one kept the Name,
’till running near Leyden, it fell into
the Sea at Carwick; where are fill
feen, at low Tides, the Foundations of
an ancient Roman Caftle that- com-
manded the Mouth of this River: But
this 1s wholly ftopt up, though a great
Canal ftll preferves the Name of the
Old -Rhine. 'The Mofe, running by
Dort .and Rotterdam, felly; as it_now
does, into the Sea at the Briels with
mighty iflues of Water; but:theSands,
gather’d for Three or Four Leaguesupon
this Coaft, .make the Haven extream
dangerous, : without great skill-of Pi-
lots, and ufe of Pilot-boats, thatcome
out:with -every Tide, to welcome and
fecure the Ships bound for that River:
And it is probable, that thefe Sands,
having ‘obftrutted. . the free Courfe of

: L2 the
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the River has ar times caufed or en-
creas’d thofe Inundations, out of which
fo many Ilands have been recover’d,
and of which, that part of the Coun-
try is {fo much compos’d.

The Scheid fcems to have had its
IfTuc by Wulcherin in Zealand, which
was an Iland in the Mouth of thac
River, ’till the Inundations of that, and
the Mofe, feem to have been join’d
tocether, by fome. great Helps, or Ir-
ruptions of the Sea, by which, the
whole Country was overwhelmed,
which now makes that Inland-Sea, that
ferves for 2 common Paflage between
Hbolland, Zealand, Flanders, and Bra-
bant : The Sea, for fome Leagues from
Zealand, lyes generally upon® fuch
Banks ‘of Sand, as it does upon‘:the
Mouth of the Mzze, though feparated
by fpmething better Channels than are
found in the other. - :

That which feems llkeheﬁ to. havc
been the occafion  of ‘ftopping up
wholly one of thefe Rivers, and ob-
ftru&ing the others, is the courfe of
Wefterly Winds, (whxch drive upon
thisShore) being fomuch more conftant
and violent than the Eaft: For, taking
the Seafons, and Ycarc, one with ano-

. ther,
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ther, I fuppole, there will be obferv’d
threc parts of Wefterly for one Ea-
fterly Winds: Befides, that thefe gene-
rally attend the calm Frofts and fair
Weather; and the other the ftormy
and foul. And I have had occafion
to make Experiment of the Sands ri-
fing and finking befere a Haven, by
two fits of thefe contrary Winds, a-
bovefour Foort. This, [ prefume, 1s like-
wife the natural Reafon of fo many
deep and commodious Havens found
upon all the Eng/ib ide of the Channel,
and fo few, (or indeed none) upon the
Frenchand Dutch: An Advantage feem~
ing to be given us by Nature, and ne-
ver to be equall’d by any Art, or Ex-
pence, of our Neighbours.

I remember no mention in ancient
Authors of that, which 1s now call’d
the Zudder-Sea ; which makes. me
imagine, That may have been.form’d
likewife by fome great Inundation,
breaking in between the Tefel-Iflands,
and others, that lye ftill in a Line con-
tiguous, and like the broken remain-
ders of a continu’d Coaft. This feems
more probable, from the great thallow-
nefs of that Sca, and flatnefs of the
Sands, upon the whole Extent of it}

: L3 from
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from the violent Rage of the Waters
breaking in that way, which threaten
the parts of North-Holland about Me-
denblick and Enchufer, and brave it o-
ver the higheft and ftrongeft Digues
of the Province, upon every High Tide,
and ftorm at North-weft. As likewife
from the Names of Eaf and Weft
Friezland, which fhould have been one
Continent, ’till divided by this Sea:
For, in the Time of Tacitus, no other
Diftin&ion was known, but that of
Greater or Lefler Frizons, and

A fronte ;'I""[;" o= that only from the meafure of
rious .
%%twuﬁu?mﬁg their Numbers, or Forces; and

wocabulum, exmodo though they were {aid to have

wirinm wtreque Na-
tiones #fq; ad Ocea-

great Lakes among them, yet

num Rheno prarex- tha_t Word feems to import
sty  ambints they were of freth  Water
1 7 - J . .

ews. Tacit, de Mor.- Which is made yet plainer by

Ger.

the Word * Ambiunt, that

thews thofe Lakes ta have been inha-
bited round by thefe Nations; from
all this I thould guefs, that the more
Inland part of tgc Zudder 'Sea, was
one of the Lakes there mention’d, be-
tween which apd the Teffe// and Ulie
Iflands, therelay anciently a great Tract
of Land, (where the Sands are ftill fo
fhallow, and fo contiru’d, as fcems to
S make
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make it evident:) But fince covered by
fome great Irruptions of Waters, that
joined thofe of the Sea, and the Lake
together, and thereby made that great
Bay, now call’d the Zudder Sea, by fa-
vour whereof the Town of Amflerdam
has grown to be the moft frequented
Haven of the World. .

W hatever it was, whether Nature or
Accident, and upon what Occafion foe-
ver it arriv’d, The Soil of the whole
Province of Holland 1is generally flat,
like the Sea in a2 Calm, and looks as if
after a long Contention between Land
and Water, which It (hould belong to,
It had at length been divided between
them : For to confider the great Ri-
vers, and the ftrange number of Ca-
nals that are found in this Province,
and do not only lead to every great
Town, but almoft to every Village,
and every Farm-Houfe in the Coun-
try ; and the Infinity of Sails that
are feen every where courfing up and
down upon them; one would ima-
gine the Water to have fhard wich
the Land; and the People that live in
Boats, to hold fome proportion with
thofe that livein Houfes. Andthisisone
great Advantage towards Trade, which

L 4 1s
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1s natural to the Situation, and not to
be attained 1n any Country, where
there 1s not the fame level and foft-
nefs of Soil, which makes the cutting
of Canals {o eafie Work, as to be at-
tempted almoft by every private Man:
And onc Horfe fhall draw in a Boat
more than fifty can do by Cart, whereas
Carriage makes a great part of the
Price 1n all heavy Commodities : And
by this eafic way of Travelling, an in-
duftrious Man lofes no time from his
Bufinefs, for he Writes, aor Eats, or
Sleeps, while he gocs; whereas the
Time of Labouring or Induftrious Men,
1s the greateft Native Commodity of
any Country.

There 1s, befides, one very great
Lake of freth Water ftill remaining in
the midft of this Province, by the name
of Harle Maer, which might, as they
fay, be eafily drained, and would there-
by make a mighty Addition of Land
to a Country, where nothing is more
wanted ; and receive a great quantity
of People, 1n which they abound, and
who make their Greatnefs and Riches.
Much Difgourfe there has been about
fuch an Attempt, but the City of Ley-
den having no other way of refreth-

ng
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ing their Town, or renewing the Wa-
ter of their Canals, but from this
Muaer, will never confent to it. On
the other fide, Amjfterdam will ever
oppofe the opening and cleanfing of
the old Channel of the Rhine, which,
they fay, might eafily be compafled,
and by which, the Town of Leyden
would grow Maritime, and fhare a

reat part of the Trade now engrof-
fed by Amjfterdam. There is in North-
Holland an Effay already made, at the
poflibility of draining thefe great
Lakes, by one, of about two Leagues
broad, having been made firm Land,
within this Forty Years : This makes
that part of the Country called the
Bemfter, being now the richeft Soil of
the Province, lying upon a dead flat,
divided with Canals, and the Ways
through it diftinguifh’d with Ranges of
Trees, which make the pleafanteft
Summer-Landf{chip of any Country I
have feen, of that fort,

Another Adyantage of their Situa-
tion of Trade, is made by thofe Two
great Rivers of the Rhine and Mofe,
reaching up, and Navigable, fo mighty
a length, into fo rich and populous
Countries of the Higher and Lower

Germany,
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Germany ; which as it brings down all
the Commodities from thofe Parts to
the Magazines of Holland, that vent
them by their Shipping into all Parts
of the World, where the Market calls
for them; f{o, with fomething more
Labour and Time, it returns all the
Merchandizes of other Parts, into thofe
Countries, that are feated upon thefe
Streams. For their commodious Seat, as
to the Trade of the Streights, or Bal-
tique, or any Parts of the Ocean, I fec
no Advantage they have of moft Parts
of England 5 and they muft certainly
yield to many we poflefs, if we had
other equal Circumftances to value
them.

The Lownefs and Flatnefs of their
Lands, makes in a great meafure the
Richnefs of their Soil, that is eafily
overflow'd every Winter, fo as the
whole Country, at that Seafon, feems
to lye under Water, which, in Spring; is
driven out again by Mills. But that
which mends the Earth, fpoils the Air,
which would be all Fog and Mift, if
it.-were not clear’d by the fharpnefs of
their Frofts, which never fail with eve-
ry Eaft Wind. for about Four Months
of the Year, and. are much fiercer than
: 1
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in the fame Latitude with us, becaufe
that Wind comesto them over a mighty
length of dry Continént; but is moift-
ned by the Vapours, or foften’d by the
warmth of the Seas motion, before ic
recachesus. o

And this is the greateft Difadvantage
of Trade they reccive from their Si-
tuation, though neceflary to their
Health; becaufe many times their Ha-
vens are all thut up for Two or Three
Months with Ice, when ours are open
and free:

The fierce Sharpnefs of thefe Winds
makes the Changes of their Weather
and Seafons more violent and furpri-
fing, thanin any place I know; fo as
a warm faint Air turns in a Nighe ta

a fharp Froft, with.the Wind coming

into the North-Eaft: And the contrary
with another Change of Wind. The
Spring is much fhorter, and lefs agree-
able, than with us; the Winter much
colder, and fome parts of . the Summer
much hotter; and I-have known more
than once, the violence of one give
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way to that of the other, like the cold-

Fit of an Ague to the hot, without any
good Temper between. = =

The Flatnefs of their Land expofes

1t
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1t to the danger of the Sea, and for-
ces them to infinite Charge in the con-
tinual Fences and R epairs of their Banks

to oppofe it ; which employ yearly

more Men, than all the Corn of the
Province of Holland could maintain,
(as one of their chief Minifters has
told me.) They have lately found the
common Sca-weed to be the beft Ma-
terial for thefé Digues, which faften’d
with a thin mixture of Earth, yields
a little to the force of the Sea, and
returns when the Waves give back:
Whether, they are thereby the fafer
againft Water, as, they fay, Houfes that
fhake are againft Wind ; or whether,
as pious Naturalifts obferve, all things
carry about them that which ferves for
a Remedy againit the mifchief they do
in the World. ‘

The extream moifture of the Air, I
take to be the occafion of the greag
neatnefs in their Houfes, and  clean-
linefs in their Towns. For without
the help of thofe Cuftoms, their
Country would not be habitable by

fuch Crowds of Pecople, but the Air

would corrupt upon every hot Seafon,
and expofe the Inhabitants to general
and infetious Difeafes ; which they

hardly
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hardly efcape three Summers together,
efpecially about Leyden, where the Wa-
ters are not {o eafily renew’d, and for
this reafon, I {uppole, it is, that Leyden
is found to be the neateft and cleanlieft
kept, of all their Towns.

The fame moifture of Air makes all
Metals apt to ruft, and Wood to
mould; which forces them, by continu-
al Pains of rubbing "and fcouring, 'to
feek :a Preventiony; or Cure: - This
makes the brightnefs and cleannefs that
{cems affe&ted in their Houfes, and is
call’d natural to them, by Pecople who
think no further. - So the deepnefs of
their Soil, and  wetnefs of Seafons,
which would render it unpaflable, forces
'them, not only toyexactnefs of Paving
in their Streets, but to the expence of
fo long Cawfies'between many of their
‘Towns,-and in their High-ways. As
indeed, moft National Cuftoms are the
Effe& of fome unfeen, or unobferved,
natural Caufes, or Neceflities.

CHAP.
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TH E Pecople.of Holland may be
R divided into thefe feveral Clafles:
The Clowns or Boors; (as they call
them,) who cultivate the Land. The
Mariners or Schippers, who {fupply their
Ships, and Inland-Boats. The Mer-
chantsor Traders, who fill their Towns.
The Renteeners, or Men that live in
all their chief Cities upon’ the Rents
or Intereft of Eftateg formerly acquird
in their Families: - And the Gentlemen,
and Officers of their Armies.

. The firft area Race of Peoplediligent
rather than laborious; dull and.{low
of Underftanding, and {o. not- dealt
with by hafty Words, but manag’d-ea-
fily by foft and fair; and yielding to
plain Reafon, if you give them time
to underftand it. In the Country
and Villages, not too near the great
Towns,: they feem plain and honeft,
and content with their own ; fo thaft
1y



Chap. IV. Of their People, &c.

if, in Bounty, you give them a Shilling
for what is worth but a Groat, they
will take the current Price, and give
you the reft again; if you bid them
take it, they know not what you
mean, and fometimes ask, if you are a
Fool. They know no other Good,
but the Supply of what Nature re-
quires, and the common increafe of
Wealth. They feed moft upon Herbs,
Roots, and Milks; and by that means,
I fuppofe, neither their Strength, nor
Vigour, feems anfwerableto the Size, or
Bulk, of their Bodies. : ~

The Mariners are a plain,~ but much
rougher People; whether from the E-
lement they live in, or from their
Food, which is generally. Fith, and
Corn, and heartier than that of the
Boors. They are Surly, and Hl-man-
ner’d, which is miftaken for Pride;
but," I believe, is learnt, as all Manners
are, by the Converfation we ufe. Now
theirs lying only among one another, or
with  Winds and Waves, which are
not mov’d or wrought upon by any
Language, or Obfervance; or to be
dealc with, but by. Pains, and by Pa-
tience: Thefe are all the Qualities
their Mariners have learnt; therr Va-

: lour
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lour 1s Paffive rather than AZive; and
their Language is little more, than
what is of neceffary ufe to their Bufi-
nefs.

The Merchants and Tradefmen,
both the greater and Mechanick, li-
ving in Towns that are of great re-
fort, both by Strangers and Paffengers
of their own, are more Mercurial,
(Wit being fharpen’d by Commerce
arid Converfation of Cities,) though
they are not very inventive, which is
the Gift of warmer Heads; yet are they
great in Imitation, and fo far, many
times, as gocs beyond the Originals:
Of mighty Induftry, and conftant Ap-
plication to the Ends, they propofe
and purfue. They make ufe of their
Skill, and their Wit, to take Advan-
tage of other Mens Ignorance and
Folly, they deal with, are great Ex-
acters, where the Law is in their own
Hands. In other Points, where they
deal with Men that underftand like
themfelves, and are under the reach of
Juftice and Laws, they are the plain-
eft and beft Dealers -in the World ;,
which feems not to grow fo much
from a Principle of Confcience, or

Morality, as from a Cuftom or Habit
intro-
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introduced by the neceflity of Trade a-
mong them, which depends as much
upon Common Honefty, as War does
upon Difcipline; and without which all
would break up, Merchants would turn
Pedlars, and Soldiers Thieves.

Thofe Families which live upon
their Patrimonial Eftates in all the
great Cities, are a People differently
bred, and manner’d from the Traders,
though like them in the Modefty of
Garb and Habit, and the Parfimony
of living. Their Youth are generally
bred up at Schools, and at the Uni-
verfities of Leyden or Utrecht, in the
common Studies of Human Learning,
but chiefly of the Civil Law, which
is that of their Country, at leaft as
far as it is fo in France and Spain.
For, (as much as I underftand of
thofe Countries) no Decifions or De-
crees of the Civil Law, nor Confti-
tutions of the Roman Emperors, have
the Force or Current of Law among
them, as is cemmonly believ’d, but
only the Force of Reafons when al-
ledged before their Courts of Judica-
ture, as far as the Authority of Men
efteemed wife, pafles for Reafon: But
the ancient Cuftoms of thofe feveral

M Coune
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Countries,an‘i the Ordonnances of their
Kings and Princes, confented to by the
Eftates, or i france verify’d by Parlia-
ments, have only the Strength and Au-
tharity of Law among them.

Where thefe Families are rich, their
Youths, after the courfe of their Stu-
dies at home, travel for fome Years, as
the Sons of our Gentry ufe to do; but
their Journies are chiefly into England
and France, not much 1nto Iraly, fel-
dowmer into §parz, nor often into the
more Northern Countries, unlefs in
Company of Train of their Publick
Minifters.  The chief End of their
Breeding, 1s, to make them fit for the
Service of their Country in the Magi-
ftracy of their Towns, their Provin-
ces, and their State. And of thefe kind
of Men are the Civil Officers of this
Government generally compofed, be-
ing defcended of Families, who have
many times been conftantly in the Ma-
giftracy of their Native Towns for
many Years, and fome for feveral A-
ges.

Such were moft or all of the chief
Minifters, and the Perfons that compo-
fed their chief Councils, in the time

~of my Refidence among them, and not

Men
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Men of mean or Mechanick Trades, as
it 1s commonly receiv’d among Foreign-
ers, and makes the Subjeét ot Comical

Jefts upon their Government. This
does not exclude many Merchants, or

Traders in grofs, from being often feen

in the Offices of their Cities, and.

fometimes deputed to their States; nor
feveral of their States, from turning
their ‘Stocks 'in the Management of
fome very beneficial Trade by Ser-
vants, and Houfes maintain’d to that
purpofe. But the Generality of the
States and Magiftrates are of the other
fort; their Eftates confifting in the.
Penfions of their Publick Charges, in
the Rents of Lands, or Intereft of
Mony upon the Cantores, or in A&ions
of the Eaft-India Company, or in Shares
upon the Adventures of great Trading-
Merchants. : , 4

Nor do thefe Families, habituated as
it were to the Magiftracy of - their
Towns and Provinces, ufually arrive
at great or exceflive Riches; the Sa-
laries of Publick Employments and
Intereft being low, but the Revenue of
Lands being yet very much lower,,
and feldom exceeding theProfit of Two

in the Hundred. They content them-
M2 felves

/
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{clves with the Honour of being ufeful
to the Publick, with the Efteem of
their Cities or their Country, and with
the Eafe of their Fortunes ; which fel-
dom fails, by the Frugality of their li-
ving, grown univerfal by being (I fup-
poic) at firft neceflary, but fince ho-
nourable, among them.

The mighty Growth and Excefs of
Riches is {een among the Merchantsand
Traders, whofe Application lyes whol-
ly that way, and who are the better
content to have fo lictle fhare in the
Government, .dcﬁring only Security in
what they poflefs; troubled with no
Cares but thofe of their Fortunes, and
the Management of their Trades, and
turning the reft of their Time and
Thought to the Divertifement of their
Lives. Yet thefe, when they attaingreat
Wealth, chufe to breed up their Sons in
the Way, and marry their Daughrers
into the Families of thofe others moft
g-nerally credited in their Towns, and
verled in their Magiftracies; and there-
by introduce thei: Families into the way
of Government and Honour, which con-
fifts not h re in Titles, but in Publick
Employments. , |

The next Rank among them, is tha;_

: 0
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of their Gentlemen or Nobles,who,in the
Province of Holland, (to which I chief-
ly confine thefe Obfervations) are very
ew, moft of the Families having been
extinguithed in the long Wars with
Spain. But thofe that remain, are in
a manner all employ’d in the Military
or Civil Charges of the Province or
State. Thefe are, in their Cuftoms, and
Manners, and way of living, a good
deal different from the relt of the Peo-
ple; and having been bred much a-
broad, rather afte&t the Garb of their
Neighbour Courts, than the Popular
Air of their own Country. They va-
lue themfelves more upon their No-
bility, than Men do in other Coun-
tries, where ’tis more common ; and
would think themfelves utterly difho-
noured by the Marriage of one that
were not of their Rank, though it
were to make up the broken Forrune
of a Noble Family, by the Wealth of
a Plebean. They ftrive to imitate the
French, in their Mien, their Cloaths,
their way of Talk, of Eating, or Gal-
lantry or Debauchery; and are, in m
Mind, fomething worfe than they would
be, by affeéting to be better than they
need ; making fometimes but ill Copies,
M 3 whereas
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whereas they might be good Originals,
by refining or improving the Cuftoms
and Virtues proper to their own Coun-
try and Climate. They are otherwife
an Honeft, Well-natur’d, Friendly,
and Gentlemanly fort of Men, and ac-

- quit themfelves generally with Honour

and Merit, where their Country em-
ploys them. :
The Ofhicers of their Armies live

~after the Cuftoms and Fafhions of the

Gentlemen; and fo do many Sons of
the rich Merchants, who, returning

- from Travel abroad, have more defigns
upon their own Pleafure, and the Va-

nity of appearing, than upon the Ser-
vice of their Country : Or, if they
pretend to enter into that, it is rather
by the Army than the State. And all
thefe are generally defirous to fee a
Court in their Country, that they
may value themfelves at home, by the
Qualities they have learnt abroad; and
make a Figure, which agrees better
with their own Humour, and the man-
ner of Courts, than with the Cuftoms

.and Orders, that prevail in more Popu-

lar Governments.
Thefe are fome Cuftoms, or Difpo-
fitions, that feem to run generally
through
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through all thefe Degrees of Men a-
mong them ; as great Frugality, and
Order, in their Expences. Their com-
mon Riches lye in every Man’s having
more than he {pends; or, to fay it
more properly, In every Man’s fpend-
ing lefs than he has coming in, be that
what 1t will : Nor does it enter into
MensHeads among them, That the com-
mon port or courfe of Expence thould
equal the Revenue; and when this hap-
‘pens, they think at leaft they have livid
that Year to no purpofe; and the
train of it difcredics a Man among
them, as much as any vitious or prodi-
gal Extravagance does in other Coun-
tries. - This enables every Man to bear
their extream Taxes, and makes them
lefs fenfible than they would be in o-
ther Places: For he that lives upon
Two Parts in Five of what he has
coming in, if he pays Two more to
the State, he does but part with what
he fhould have laid up, ‘and had no
prefent Ufe for; whereas, he that {pends
yearly what he receives, if he pays but
the Fiftieth Part to the Publick, it gocs
from him like that which was neceflary
to buy Bread or Cloaths for himfelf or
his Family.
M 4 This
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This makes the Beauty and Strength
of their Towns, the Commodioufnefs
of Travelling in their Country by
their Canals, Bridges, and Cawfeys;
the Pleafantnefs of their Walks, and
their Grafts in and near all their Ci-
ties: And in thort, the Beauty, Con-
venience, and fometimes Magnificence,
of their Publick Works, to which eve-
ry Man pays as willingly, and takes as
much Pleafure and Vanity in them, as
thofe of other Countries do in the
fame Circumftances, among the Poflef-
fions of their Families, or private In-
heritance.  'What they can fpare, be-
fides the neceflary Expence of their

- Domeftick, the Publick Payments,

and the common courfe of ftill en-
creafing their Stock, 1s laid out in the
Fabrick, Adornment, or Furniture of
their Houfes: Thingsnot fo tranfitory,
or fo prejudicial to Health, and to Bu-
{inefs, as the conftant Excefles and
Luxury of Tables; nor perhaps alto-
gether {o vain as the extravagant Ex-
pences of Cloaths and Attendance; at
leaft, thefe end wholly in a Man’s {elf,
and the Satisfaction of his perfonal Hu-
mour ; whereas the other make nat
only the Riches of a Family, but con-

‘ tribute



Chap.1V. and szpqﬁzz'om.

tribute muchtowards the publick Beau-
ty and Honour of a Country.

The Order in cafting up their Ex-
pences, is fo great and general, that
no Man offers at any Undertaking,
which he is not prepared for, and Ma-
fter of his Defign, before he begins;
{o as I have neither obferved nor heard
of any Building, publick or private,
that has not been finifhed in the time
defigned for it. So are their Canals,
Cawfcys, and Bridges; fo was therr
Way from the Hague to Skeveling, a
Work that might have become the
old Romans, confidering how foon it
wasdifpatch’d. The Houfeat the Hague,
built purpofely for cafting of Cannon,
was finifh’d in one Summer, during the
Heat of the firft Eng/ifh War, and look’d
rather like a Defign of Vanity in their
Government, than Neceflity or Ufe.
The Stadthoufe of Amfterdam has been
left purpofely to Time, without any
Limitation in the firft Defign, either of
that, or of Expence; both that the
Diligence and the Genius of fo man
fucceeding Magiftrates fhould be em-
ploy’d in the Collection of all things,
that could be efteem’d proper to en-
creafe the Beauty or Magnificence of

' ' that
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that Struure; and perhaps a little to
reprieve the Experiment of a current
Predi&tion, That the Trade of that Ci-
ty fhould begin to fall the fame Year
the Stadthoufe thould be finith’d, as it
did at Antwerp. :
Charity feems to be very National
among them, though it be regulated
by Orders of the Country, and not
ufually mov’d by the common Objeéts

- of Compaffion. But it is feen in the

admirable Provifions that are made out
of it for all fort of Perfons. that can
want, or ought to be kept, in a Go-
vernment. Among the many and va-
rious Hofpitals, that are in every Man’s
Curiofity and Talk that travels their
Country, I was affe¢ted with none
more than that of the aged Sea-Men
at Enchufyen, which 1s contrived, fi-
nithed and ordered, as if it were done
with a kind Intention of fome well-na-
tur’d Man, that thofe, who had paft
their whole Lives in the Hardfhips and
Incommodities of the Sea, fhould find
a Retreat ftor’d with all the Eafes and
Conveniences, that Old Age is capable
of feeling and enjoying. And here I
met with the only richMan, thatlever

faw in my Life: For one of thefe old
Sea-Men
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Sea-Men entertaining me-a good while
with the plain Stories of  his Fifty
Years Voyages and Adventures, while
I was viewing their Hofpital, and the
Church adjomning; I gave him at part-
ing a Piece of their Coin about the
-value of a Crown : Hc took it {mi-
ling, and offer’d it me again; but
when I refus’d 1t, he askt me, What he
thould do with Mony ? for all that
ever they wanted, was provided for
them at their Houfe. 1 left him to
overcome his Modefty as he could;
but a Servant coming after me, faw
him give it to a little Girl that open’d
the Church-door, as the pafs’d by him:
Which made me refle&t upon the fan-
taftick Calculation of Riches and Po-
verty that is current in the World, by
which a Man that wants a Million, 1s
a Prince; He that wants but a Groat,
is a Beggar; and this was a poor Man,
that wanted nothing at all. :

In general, All Appetites and Pafli-
ons feem to run lower and cooler
here, than in other Countries where I
have convers’d. Avarice may be excep-
ted. And yet that fhall not be fo
violent, where it feeds only upon In-
duftry and Parfimony, as where it

breaks
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breaks out into Fraud, Rapine, and
Oppreffion. But erarrels are feldom
feen among them, unlefs in their Drink,
Revenge rarely heard of, or Jealoufie
known. Their Tempers are not airy
enough for Joy, or any unufual Strains
of pleafant Humour; nor warm enough
for Love. This is talkt of fometimes
among the younger Men, but as a
thing they have heard of, rather than
felt; and as a Difcourfe that becomes
them, rather than affe&ts them. I have
known fome among them, that perfo-
nated Lovers well enough; but none
that I ever thought were at heart in
Love; nor any of the Women, that
feem’d at all to care whether they were
fo or no. Whether it be, that they are
fuch Lovers of their Liberty, as not to
bear the Servitude of a Muftrefs, any
more than that of a Mafter; or, that
the Dulnefs of their Airrenders them lefs
fufceptible of more refined Paflions;
or, that they are diverted from it by
the general Intention every Man has
upon his Bufinefs, whatever it 1s (no-
thing being fo mortal an Enemy of
Love, that fuffers no Rival, as any Bent
of Thought another way.)

The
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The fame Caufes may have had the
fame Effe&ts among their Married Wo-
men, who have the whole Care and
abfolute Management of all their Do-
meftick ; and live with very gene-
ral good Fame: A certain fort of
Chattity being hereditary and habitual
among them, as Probity among the
Men.

The fame Dulnefs of Air may dif-
pofe them to that ftrange Afliduity and
conftant Application of their Minds,
with that perpetual Study and Labour
upon any thing they defign and take
in hand. This gives them Patience to
purfue the Queft of Riches by fo long
Voyages and Adventures to the Indies,
and by fo long Parfimony as that of
their whole Lives. Nay, I have (for
a more particular Example of this Dy~
pofition among them) known one Man
that was employ’d Four and Twenty
Years about the making and perfetting
of a Globe, and another above Thirty
about the inlaying of a Table. Nor
does any Man know, how much may
have been contributed towards the
great things in all kinds, both pub-
lick and private, that have been at-
chieved among them by this one Hu-

mour
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mour of never giving over what they
1magine may be brought to pafs, nor
leaving one Scent to follow another
they meet with ; - which is the Pro-
perty of the lighter and more ingeni-
ous Nations: And the Humour of a
Government being ufually the fame
with that of the Perfons that compofe
it, not only in this, but in all other
Points; fo as, where Men that govern
are Wife, Good, Steady and Juit, the
Government will appear fo too ; and
the contrary, where they are other-
wife.

The fame Qualities in their Air
may encline them to the Entertain-
ments and Cuftoms of Drinking, which
are {fo much laid to their Charge, and,
for ought I know, may not only be
neceflary to their Health, (as they ge-
nerally believe it,) but to the Vigour
and Improvement of their Underftand-
ings, 1n the midft of a thick foggy
Air, and fo much Coldnefs of Temper
and Complexion. For though the Ufe
or Excefs of Drinking may deftroy
Mens Abilities who live in better Cli-
mates, and are of warmer Conftitu-
tions; Wine to hot Brains being like
Oyl to Fire, and making the Spirits, by

o too
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too much Lightnefs, evaporate into
Smoak, and perfeét aiery Imaginations;
or, by too much Heat, rage into Fren-
zy, or at leaft into Humours and
Thoughts, that have a great Mixture
of it; yet on the other fide, it may
improve Mens Parts and Abilities of
cold Complexions, and in dull Air; and
may be neceffary to thaw and move
the frozen or una&ive Spirits of the
Brain; to rowze fleepy Thought, and
refine groffer Imaginations, and per-
haps to animate the Spirits of the

Heart, as well as enliven thofe of the

Brain: Therefore the old Germans
feem’d to have fome Reafon in their
Cuftom, not to execute any great Re-
{olutions which had not been twice

debated, and agreed at two feveral

Aflemblies, one in an Afternoon,
and Cother in a Morning ; Becaufe,
they thought, their Counfels might
want Vigour when they were fober,
as well as Caution when they had
drunk.

Yet in Holland 1 have obferved ve-
1y few of their chief Officers or Mini-

fters of State vitious in this kind; or

if they drunk much, ’twas only at fet
Feafts, and rather to acquit themfelves,
‘ than
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than of Choice or Inclination: And for
the Merchants and Traders, with whom
it is cuftomary, they never do it in a
Morning, nor ’ull they come from
the Exchange, where the Bufinefs of
the Day is commonly difpatch’d; nay,
it hardly enters into their Heads, that
’tis lawful to drink at all before that
time; but they will excufe it, if you
come to their Houfe, and tell you how
forry they are you come in a Morning,
when they cannot offer you to drink;
as if at that time of Day it were not
only unlawful for them to drink them-
felves, but fo much as for a Stranger to
do it within their Walls.

The Afternoon, or, atleaft, the Even-
ing, 1s given to whatever they find
will divert them; and is no more than
needs, confidering how they fpend the
rett of the Day, in Thought, or in
Cares; in Toils, or in Bufinefs. For
Nature cannot hold out with conftant
Labour of Body, and as little with con-
ftant Bent, or Application, of Mind:
Much Motion of the fame Parts of the
Brain either wearies and waftes them too
faft for Repair, or elfe (as it were) fires
the Wheels, and fo ends, either in ge-
neral Decays of the Body, or Diftracti-

ons
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ons of the Mind (For thefe are ufu-
ally occafion’d by perpetual motions
of Thought about fome one Objett;
whether 1t be about ones felf in ex-
cefles of Pride, or about another in
thofe of Love, or of Grief.) There-
fore none are fo excufable as Men of
much Care and Thought, or of great
Bufinefs, for giving up their times of
leifure to any Pleafures or Diverfions
that offend no Laws, nor hurt others
or themf{elves: And this feems the rea-
fon, that, in all Civil Conftitutions, not
only Honours, but Riches, are annex-
ed to the Charges of thofe who go-
vern, and upon whom the FPublick
Cares are meant to be devolv'd; not
only, that they may not be diftrated
from thefe, by the Cares of their own
Domeftick or Private Interefts ; but,
that by the help of Efteem, and of
Riches, they may have thofe Pleafures
and Diverfions in their reach, which
idle - Men neither need nor deferve,
but which are neceflary for the Re-
frethment, or Repair, of Spirits, exhauft-
ed with Cares, and with Toil, and
which ferve to {weeten and preferve
thofe Lives that would otherwife wear
out too faft, or grow too uneafie in the
Service of ghe Publick. N The
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The Two Charatters that are left by

the old Roman Writers, of the ancient

Batavi or Hollanders, are,

Vﬂi‘%‘t‘z’)“’;’:‘gfmgﬂfr‘f That they were both the

bari fi foriifimoum Draveft among the German

wirorum auxilios e Nations, and the moft obfti-

vores ills & 10t - nate Lovers and Defenders of

abrumpendos ut cor- their LibCl‘fy', which made

port s, " them  exempted  from  all

' Tribute by the Romans, who

defird only Soldiers of their Nation,

to make up fome of therr Auxiliary-

‘ . Bands, as they did in former
Omnium  harum . )

gentium virtute pre- AGES of thofe Nations in ftaly.

cipui Batavi non mul- that were their Friends, and

Z,‘Zm'xl{éfﬁi-ﬂimﬁ; Allies. The laft Difpofition

colunt. Tacit.de Mor. feems to have continu’d . con-

Ger. ' ftant and National amongthem,

ever {ince that time, and never to have

more appeard, than-in the Rife and

Contftitutions of their prefent State.

It does not feem to be fo of the Firft,

or that the People in general can be.

faid now to be Valiant; a Quality, of

old, fo National among them, and

which, by the feveral Wars of the

Counts of Holland, (efpecially with the

Frizons,)and by the defperate Defences

made againft the Spanmiards, by this

People, in the beginnings of their State,

' fhould
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fhould feem to have lafted long, and
to have but lutely decay’d : That is,
fince the whole Application of their
Natives has been turn’d to Commerce
and Trade, and the Vein of their Do-
meftick Lives fo much to Parfimony,
(by Circumftances which will be the
Subje& of another Chapter; ) and fince
the main of all their Forces, and Body
of their Army has been compos’d, and
continually fupply’d out of their Neigh-
bour-Nations.

For Soldiers and Merchants are not
found, by Experience, to be more in-
compatible in their Abode, than the
Difpofitions and Cuftoms feem to be
different, that render a People fit for
Trade, and for War. The Soldier thinks
of a fhort Life, and a merry. The Tra-
der thinks upon a long, and a pain-
ful. One intends to make his For-
tunes fuddenly by his Courage, by Vi-
&ory and Spoil : The t’other {flower,
but furer, by Craft, by Treaty, and
by Induftry. This makes the firft
franc and generous, and throw away,
upon his Pleafures, what has been got-
ten in one Danger, and may either be
loft, or repaird, in the next. . The
other wary and frugal, and loath to

N:2 part
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part with in a Day, what he has been
labouring for a Year, and has no hopcs
to recovcr, but by the fame Faces of

Diligence and Time. One aims only -

to preferve what he has, as the Fruic

of his Father’s Pains 5 or what he fhall

get, as the Fruit of hlS own: T’other
thinks the price of a little Blood is
more than of a great deal of Sweat;
and means to live upon other Mrn’s
Labours, and poffefs in an Hour, whaL
they have been Years in acquiring
This makes one love to live under
ftanch Orders and Laws; while tother
would have all depend upon Arbi-
trary Power and Will. The Trader
reckons upon growing Richer, and
by his account Better, the lonvcr he
lives; which makes him careful “of his
Health, and his Life, and {6 2pt to be
orderly and temperate in his Diet ;
while the Soldier is Thoughtlefs, or
Prodigal of both; and hvvmg not
his Meat ready at Hours, or when
he has a Mind to it, ecats full and
greedily, whencver he gets it; and
perhaps difference of Diet may make
greater diffcrence in Mens natural
Couragc, than is commonly thought
of,

For
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For Courage may proceed, in fome
meafure, from the temper of Air, may
be form’d by Difcipline, and acquird
by Ufe, or infus’d by Opinion 5 but
that which is more natural, and b
more National in fome Countrjes than
in others, {uems to arife from the Heat
or Strength of Spirits about the Heart,
which may a great deal depend upon
the Meafures and the Subftance of the
Food, Men are us’d to. This made a
great Phyfician among us fay, He
would make any Man a Coward with
Six Weeks Dieting; and Prince Mau-
rice of Orange call for the Englif that
were newly come over, and had (as
he faid) their own Beef in their Bel-
lies, for any bold and defperate Action.
This may be one reafon, why the Gen-
try, in all Places of the World, are bra-
ver than the Peafantry, whofe Hearts
are deprefled, not only by Slavery, but
by thort and heartlefs Food, the Effet
ot their Poverty. This is a Caufe, why
the Yeomanry and Commonalty of
England are gencrally braver than in
other Countries, becaufe by the Plen-
ty, and Conftitutions of the Kingdom,
they are fo much eafier in their Rents
and their Taxes, and fare fo much

N 3 betrer
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better and fuller, than thofe, of their
Rank, in any other Nation. Their
chief, and, indeed, conftant Food, being
of Fleth: And among all Creatures,
both the Birds and the Beafts, we fhall
ftill find thofe that feed upon Fleth, to
be the fierce and the bold ; and on the
contrary, the fearful and faint-hearted
to feed upon Grafs, and upon Plants.
I think, there can be pretended but
two Exceptions to this Rule, which
are the Cock and the Horfe; whereas
the Courage of the One, is noted no
where but in England, and there, only
in certain Races: And for the Other,
all the Courage we commend in them,
is, the want of Fear; and they are ob-
ferv’d to grow much fiercer, whenever
by Cuftom, or Neceflity, they have
been us’d to Flefh.

From all this may be inferr'd, That
not only the long Difufe of Arms a-
mong the Native Hollanders, (efpeci-
ally at Land,) and making ufe of other
Nations, chiefly in their Milice : But
the Arts of Trade, as well as Peace,

~and their great Parfimony in Diet, and

eating {o very little Flefh, (which the
common People feldom do above once
a Week,) may have help’d to debafe

much
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much the ancient Valour of the Na-
tion, at leaft, in the Occafions of Ser-
vice at Land. Their Seamen are
much better; but not {fo good as thofe
of Zealand, who are generally brave;
which, I fuppofe, comes by thefe ha-
ving upon all occafions turn’d fo much
more to Privateering, and Men of War;
and thofe of Holland, being gencrally
employ’d in Trading and Merchant-
Ships; while their Men of War are
Mann’d by Mariners of all Nations,
who are very numerous among them,
but efpecially, thofe of the Eaﬁland
Coafts of Germany, Suedes, Danes,and
Norwegians.

*Tis odd, that Veins of Courage
fhould feem to run like Veins of good
Earth in a Country, and yet not only
thofe of the Province of Hainault
among the Spanifh, and of Gelderiand
among the Unsted Provinces, are
efteem’d better Soldiers than the reft;
But the Burghers of Palenciennes a-
mong the Towns of Flanders, and of
Nimmeguen among thofe of the Lower
Gelder, :are obferv’d to be particularly
brave. :But there may be Firmnefs and
Contftancy of Courage from Tradition,
as- well as of Beliet: Nor methinks

N 4 fhould
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(hould any Man know how to be a
Coward, that 1s brought up with the
Opinion, That all his Nation ar City
liave ever been Valiant.

I can f{ay nothing of what is ufually
laid to their Charge, about their being
Cruel, befides, what we have {o often
heard of their barbarous Ufage to
fome of our Men in the Eaff-Indies,
and what we have fo lately feen of
their Savage Murther of their Penfio-
ner de Wit , a Perfon that deferv’d
another Fate, and a better return from
his Country, after eighteen Years fpent
in their Miniftry, without any Care of
his Entertainments or Eafe, and a little
of his Fortune. A Man of unweary’d
Induftry, inflexible Conftancy, found,
clear, and deep Underftanding, with un-
tainted Integrity; {o that whenever he
was blinded, it was by the Paflion he
had for that which he efteem’d the
Good and Intereft of his State. This
Teftimony is juftly due to him from all
that pra¢tis’d him; and is the more wil-
lingly paid, fince there can be as little
Intereft to flatter,as Honour to reproach,
the dead. Butthis Altion of that People
may be attributed to the Misfortune
of therr Country; and i1s fo unliilig

the
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the appearance of their Cuftoms and
Difpofitions, living, as I faw them, un-
der the Laws and Orders of a quiet
and fettled State, and one muft confefs
Mankind to be a very various Creature,
and none to be known, that has not
been feen in his Rage, as well as his
Drink.

They are generally not fo long liv’d,
as in better Airs; and begin to decay
early, both Men and Women, efpecially
at Amfterdam: For, at the Hague, (which
1s their beft Air) I have known two
confiderable Men, a good deal atove
Seventy, and one of them in very good
Senfe and Health : But this is not {o
ufual as it 1s in England, and in Spain.
The Difeafes of the Climate feem to
be chiefly the Gout and the Scurvy;
but all hot and dry Summers bring
fome that are infetious among them,
efpecially into Amjfterdam and Leyden :
Thefe are ufual Fevers, and lye moft
in the Head, and either kill fuddenly,
or languifh long befare they recover.
Plagues are not fo frequent, at leaft
not in a degree to be taken notice of,
for all fupprefs the Talk of them as
much as they can, and no Diftinétion is
made in the Regiftry of the dead, nor

‘ much
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much in the Care and Attendance of
the Sick: Whether from a belief of

Predeftination, or elfe, a Preference of

Trade, which 1s the Life of the Coun-
try, before that of particular Men.
Strangersamongthemare apt to com-
plain of the Spleen, but thofe of the
Country feldom or never: Which I
take to proceed from their being ever
bufte, or cafily fatsfy’d. For this feems
to be the Difeafe of People that are
idle, or think themfelves but ill enter-
tain’d, and attribute every Fit of dull
Humour, or Imagination, to a formal
Difeafe, which they have found this
Name for; whereas, fuch Fits are in-
cident to alt Men, at one time or other,
from the fumes of Indigeftion, from the
commeon Alterations of fome infenfible

degrees in
* Ui tempefas o el mobilts Hamer Health and
Bluzavere uias, ¢ Fupiter bumidins Auffris, : S
Denja, erant qua rara wsodo, (& qua denfa velazns Vlg(ll’, or
Vertuntur (pecies animwruns, & pectors motus ﬁ' om fome
Nowue aires, alics dus undiln wenrus agebar ch anges or
Concipinuz, bine ille suiuns sencensus i agris
Er late pacndes, ¢ euanies gustsre covui, appr oaches
Vvirg. Gearg. of change
in - Winds

and Weather, which affeét the finerSpi-
rits of the Brain, before they grow fen-
fible to other Parts ; and are apt - to al-

. ter
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ter the fhapes, or colours, of whatever
is reprefented to us by our Imaginati-
ons, whilft we are fo affeéted. Yect this
Effett is not {o ftrong, but that bufinefs,
or Intention of Thougiit, commonly
cither refifts, or divertsit: And thole
who underftand the motions of it, let it
pafs, and return to themielves. But fuch
as are idle, or know not from whence
thefe Changes arife, and troutle their
Heads with Notions, or Schemes of ge-
neral Happinefs, or Unhappinefs,in Lafe,
upon every fuch Fic, begin Reflcétions
on the Condition of their Boaies, their
Souls, or their Fortunes; and (as all
things are then reprefented in the worft
colours) they fallinto melancholy appre-
henfions of onc or other, and fometimes
of them all: Thcie make deep Impref-
fion 1n their Minds, and are not eafily
worn out by the natural Returns of
good Humour, efpecially, if they are
often interrupted by the contrary ; as
happens 1 fome particular Conftitu-
tions, and more generally in uncertain
Climates, efpecially, 1if improv’d by
Accidents of ill Health, or ill Fortune.
But this is a Difeafe too refin’d for this
Country and People, who are well,

when they are not ill; and pleasid,

when



388

Of their People Chap. 1V.

when they are not troubl’d; are con-
tent, becaufe they think little of it; and
feck their Happinefs in the common
Eafe and Commodities of Life, or the
encreafe of Riches; not amufing them-
felves with the more fpeculative Con-
trivance of Paflion, or Refinements of
Pleafure.

To conclude this Chapter: Holland
1s a Country, where the Earth is better
than the Air, and Profit more in re-
queft than Honour; where there is
more Senfe, than Wit; more good Na-
ture, than good Humour ; and more
Wealch than Pleafure : Where 2 Man
would chufe rather to Travel, than to
Live; fhall find more things to ob-
ferve, than defire; and more Perfons to
eftecm, than to love. But the fame
Qualities and Difpofitions do not va-
lue a private Man and a Srate,* nor
make a Converfation agreeable, and a
Government great: Nor is it unlikely,
that fome very great King might make
but a very ordinary private Gentleman,
and fome very extraordinary Gentle-
man, might be capable of making but
a very mean Prince.

CHAP



CHAP V.

Of their RELIGIO N,

Intend not here to {peak of Religis
on at all as a Divine, but as a mere
Sccular Man, when I-obferve the occa-
fions that {eem to have eftablifh’d it in
the Forms,or with the Liberties,where-
with it is now attended in the United
Provinces. 1 believe the Reform’d Re-
ligion was introduced there, as well as
in England, and the many other Coun-
tries where it 1s profefs’d, by the Ope-
ration of Divine Will and Provi-
dence; and by the fame, I believe the
Roman Catholick was continw’d in
France: “Where it feem’d, by the con-
fpiring of fo many Accidents in the
beginning of Charles the Ninth’s
Reign, to be fo near a Change. And
whoever doubts this, {eems to queftion
not only the Will, but the Power, of
God. Nor will it at all derogate from
the Honour of ‘a Religion, to have
been planted in a Country, by Secular
meansy

189
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means, or Civil Revolutions, which
bave, long fince, fucceeded to thofe
Miraculous Operations that made way
for Chriftianity in the World. *Tis
enough, that God Almighty infufes Be-
lict inro the Hearts of Men, or elfe, or-
cains it to grow out of Religious En-
quiries and Inftruftions; and that
where-ever the generality of a Nation
come by thefe means to be of a Belief,
1t 15 by the force of this concurrence
introduc’d into the Government, and
becomes the eftablifh’d Religion of that
Country. So was the Retorm’d Pro-
feflion introduc’d into England, Scot-
land, Sueden, Denmark, Holland, and
many Parts of Germany. So was the
Roman-Catbolick reftord in France
and in Flanders; where, notwithftand-
ing the great Concuflions that were
made in the Government by the Hu-
gonots and the Guenfes, yet they were
never efteem’d, in either of thofe Coun-
tries, to amount further than the Se-
venth or Eighth part of the People.
And whofoever defigns the change of
Religion in a Country, or Govern-
ment, by any other means than that of
a general Converfion of the People, or

the greateft part of them, defigns all
the
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the Mifchiefs to a Nation, that ufe to
ufher in, or attend, the.two greateft Di-
ftempers of a State, Civil War, or-Ty-
ranny; which are Violence, Opprefli-
on, Cruelty, Rapine, Intemperance, In-
juftice, and, in thort, the miferable Ef-
fufion of :Human Blood, and the Con-
fufion of all Laws, Orders, and Vir-
tues, among Men.

Such Confequences as thefe, I doubr,
are fomething more than the-difputed
Opinions of any Man, or any particu-
lar -Aflembly of Men, can be worth;
fince the great and general End of all
R eligion, next to Mens Happinefs here-
after, 1s their Happinefs here; as ap-
pears. by: the Commandments.of God,
being the beft and. greateft Moral and
Civil; as well as Divine, Precepts, that
have been given to a Nation ; and by
the Rewards propos’d to the Piety of
the Fews, throughout the Old Tefta-
ment; .which were the Bleflings of this
Life, as Health, length of Age, number
of ‘Children, Plenty, Peace, or Vi-
tory. ‘ a

Now the way to our future Happi-
nefs, has been perpetually difputed
throughout the World, and muft be left.
at laft, to the Impreflions made upon

every

I9r1
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every Man’s Belief, and Confcience; ei-
ther by naturaly or fupernatural, Argu-
ments and Means ; which Impreflions
Men may difguife or diffemble, but no
Man can refift. For Belief is no more
in a Man’s Power, than his Stature, or
his Feature; and he that tells me, I
muft change my Opinion for his, be-
caufc ’us the truer and the better,
without other Arguments, that have to
me the force of Convition, may as
well tell me, I muft change my Grey
Eyes, for others like his that are Black,
becaufe thefe are lovelier, or more in
efteem. He that tells me, I muft in-
form my Sclf, has reafon, if I do it
not: But if I endeavour it all that I
can, and perhaps, more than he ever
did, and yet ftill differ from him
and he, that, it may be, 1s idle, will
have me ftudy on, and inform my felf
better, and fo to the end of my Life ;
then 1 eafily underftand what he means
by informing, which is, in fhort, that
I muft do 1t, ’till I come to be of his
Opinion. /

If he, that, perhaps, purfues his Plea-
fures or Interefts, as much, or more,
than I do; and allows me to have as
good Senfe, as he has in all other mat-

‘ ters;
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ters, tells me, I (hould be of his Opi-

nion, but that Paflion or Intereft
blinds me; unlefs he can convince me

93

how, or where, this lies, he is but

where he was; only pretends to know
me better than I do my felf, who can-
not imagine, why I fhould not have as
much Care of my Soul, as he has of
His.

A Man thattells me, my Opinions are
abfurd or ridiculous, impertinent or un-
reafonable, becaufe they differ from
His, feems to intend a Quarrel inftead
of a Difpute; and calls me Fool, or
Mad-man, with a little more Circum-
ftance; though, perhaps, I pafs for one
as well in my Senfes as he, as pertinent
in Talk, and as prudent in Life: Yet
thefe are the common Civilities, in Re-
ligious Argument, of fufficient and
conceited Men, who talk much of
Right Reafon, and mean always their
own; and make their private Imagi-
nation the meafure of general Truth.
But fuch Language determines all be-
tween us, and the Difpute comes to
end in three Words at laft, which it
might as well have ended in at firft,
That he 1s in the right, and I am in the

wrong.
O The
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The other great End of Religion,
which is our Happinefs here, has been
gencrally agreed on by all Mankind,

as appears in the Records of

Fiunt diverfe rei- q]] their Laws, as well .as all
f,’;ﬁ;”‘q;’f‘;j‘,,’;’;’,{;’,‘je their Religions, which come
fluxerint, carers fe- to be eftablifh’d by the Concur-
Tap, i Pht-de rence of Mens Cuftoms and
' Opinions ; though in the lat-
ter, that Concurrence may have been
produced by Divine Impreflions or In-
{pirations. For all agree in Teaching

and Commanding, in Planting and Im-
proving, not only thofe Moral Virtues;

which conduce to the felicity and tran-

quility of every private Man’s Life;

but alfo thofe Manners and Difpofitions

that tend to the Peace, Order, and

Safety of all Civil Societies and Go-
vernments among Men. Nor could I

ever underftand, how thofe, who call
themfelves, and the World ufually calls;
Religious Mer, come to put {o great
weight upon thofe Points of Belief

which Men never have agreed in, and

{o lictle upon thofe of Virtue and Mo-

rality, in which they have hardly ever
difagreed. Nor, why a State fhould
venture the Subverfion of their Peace,

and their Ordery; which are certain
Goods,
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Goods, and fo univerfally efteem’d, for
the Propagation of uncertain or conte-
fted Opinions.

One of the great Caufes of the firft
Revolt in the Low-Countries, appear’d
to be, The Oppreflion of Mens Confci-
ences,, or Perfecution in their Liberties,
their Eftates and their Lives, uponPre-
tence of Religion. And this at a time,
when there feem’d to be a confpiring
Difpofition in moft Countries of Chri-
ftendom,to feck the R eformation of fome
Abufes, grown in the Do&rine and Di-
{cipline of the Church, either by the Ruft
of Time, by Negligence, or by Human
Inventions, Paffions and Interefts. The
rigid Oppolfition given at Rome to this
general Humour, was follow’d by a de-
fection of mighty Numbers in all thofe
feveral Countries, who profefled to re-
form themfelves,according to fuch Rules
as they thought were neceffary for the
Reformation of the Church. Thefe
Perfons, though they agreed in the
main of difowning the Papal Power,
and reducing Belief from the Autho-
rity of Tradition to That of the Scrip-
ture; yet they differ’'d much among
themfelves in other Circumftances, efpe-
cially of Difcipline, according to "the

O 2 Perfua-
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Perfuafions and Impreflions of the
Leading Doctors in their {everal Coun-
tries. So the Reformed of Framce be-
came univerfally Calvinifts; but for
thofe of Germany, though they werc
generally Lautherans, yet there was a
great mixture both of Calvinifts and
Anabaptifts among them.

The firft Perfecutions of thefe Re-
formed arofe in Germany, in the time
of Charles the Fifth, and drove great
Numbers of them down into the Se-
venteen Provinces, efpecially Holland
and Brabant, where the Privileges of
the Cities were greater, and the Em-
peror’s Government was lefs {evere, as
among the Subjets of his own Native
Countries. This was the occafion, that
in the Year 1566, when, upon the firft
Infurreétion 10 Flanders, thofe of the

- Reformed Profeflion began to form

Contfiftories, and levy Contributions
among them{elves, for Support of their
Common Caufe; it was refolved, upon
Confultation, amongthe Heads of them,
that for declining all Ditferences among
themfelves, at a time of common Exi-
gence, The publick Profeflion of their
Party fhould be That of the Lutherans,
though with Liberty and Indulgence to

thofe
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thofe of different Opinions. By the
Union of Utrecht, concluded in 1579,
Each of the Provinces was left to or-
der the matter of Religion, as they
thought fit and moft conducing to the
welfare of their Province; with this
Provifion, that every Man fhould re-
main free in his Religion, and none be
examined or entrapped for that caufe,
according to the Pacification at Gant.
But in the Year 1483, it was enacted by
general Agreement, That the Evange-
lical Religion fhould be only profefled
inalltheSeven Provinces: Which came
thereby to be the Eftablitht R eligion of
this State.

The Reafons, whichfeem’d toinduce
them to this Settlement, were many,
and of weight: As firft, becaufe by the
Perfecutions arriv’d in France, (where
all the Reformed were Calvinifts) mul-
titudes of Pecople had retired out of
that Kingdom into the Low-Countries :
And by the great Commerce and con-
tinual Intercourfe with England, where
the Reformation agreed much with the
Calvinifts in point of Doltrine, though
more with the Lutherans in point of
Difcipline, Thofe Opinions came to be

credited and propagated more than any
O 3 other
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other, among the People of thefe Pro-
vinces, fo as the Numbers were grown
to be greater far in the Cities ot This
than of any other Profeflion. Second-
ly, the Succours and Supplies both of
Men and Mony, by which the weak
Beginnings of this Commonwealth were
preferved and fortify’d, came chiefly
trom England, from the Proteftants of
France, (when their Affairs were fuc-
cefsful) and from the Calvinz? Princes
of Germany, who lay neareft, and were
readieft to relieve them. In the next
place, becaufe thofe of this Profeflion
feem’d the moft contrary and violent
againft the Spaniards, who made them;
felves Heads of the Roman Catholicks
thoughout Chriftendem, and the Ha-
tred of Spain, and their Dominion, was
fo rooted in the Hearts of this Peaple,
that it had Influence upon them in the
very Choice of their Religion. And
laftly, becaufe, by this Profeflion, all
Rights and Jurifdition of the Clergy
or Hierarchy being fupprefled, there
was no Ecclefiaftical Authority left to
rife up and trouble or fetter the Civil
Power; and all the Goods and Pof-
feflions of Churches and Abbies were
feized wholly into the hands of the State,

' ' which
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which madeagreat Encreafe of the pub-
lick Revenue, a thing the moft ne-
ceflary for the Support of their Govern-
ment.

There might perhaps be added one
Reafon more, which was particular to
One of the Provinces: For, whereas in
moft, if not all, other parts of Chriften-
dom, the Clergy compofed one of the
Three Eftates of the Country, and
thereby fhar’d with the Nobles and
Commons in their Influences upon the
Government, that Order never made
any part of the Eftates in Hollund, nor
had any Vote in their Affembly, which
confifted only of the Nobles and the
Cities; and thisProvince bearingalways
the greateft Sway in the Councils of the
Union, was moft enclined to the Settle-
ment of that Profeflion which gave
leaft Pretence of Power or Juri{diétion
to the Clergy, and fo agreed moft with
their own ancient Conftitutions.

Since this Eftablithment, as well as
before, the great care of this State has
ever been, to favour no particular or
curious Inquifition into the Faith or
Religious Principles of any peaceable
Man, who came to live under the Pro-
tection of their Laws, and to fuffer

O 4 no
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no Violence or Oppreflion upon any
Man'’s Confcience, whofe Opinions
broke not out into Expreflions or Acti-
ons of 1ll Confequence to the State. A
free Form of Government either mak-
ing way for more Freedom in Religi-
on; or ¢lfe, having newly cantended fo
far themfclves for Liberty in this Point,
they thought 1t the more unreafonable
for them to opprefs others. Perhaps
while they were fo threaten’d and en-
danger’d by Foreign Armies, they
though it the more neceffary to pro-
vide againft Difcontents within, which
can never be dangerous, where they are
not grounded or fathered upon Op-
preflion in point either of Religion or
Liberty. But in thofe two Cales, the
Flame often proves moft violent in a
State, the more ’tis thut up, or the
longer concealed.

The Roman Catholick Religion was
ajone excepted from the common Pro-
tection of their Laws, making Men
(‘as the States believed) worfe Sub-
jects than the reft; by the acknowledg-
ment of a Foreign and Superior Ju-
rifdiction ; for {o muft all Spiritual
Power needs be, as grounded upon
greater Hopes and Fears than any C_i]-

. Vil
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vil, at leaft, where ever the Perfuafions
from Faith are as ftrong as thofe from
Senfe; of which there are fo many
Teftimonies recorded by the Martyr-
doms, Penances, or Confcientious Re-
ftraints and Severities, fufferd by infi-
nite Perfons in all forts of Religions.
Befides, this Profeflion feemed ftill
a Retainer of the Spanifh Government,
which was then the great Patron of it
in the World: Yet, fuch was the Care

201

of this State to give all Men Eafe in

this Point, who ask no more than to
ferve God, and fave their own Souls,
in their own Way and Forms ; that
what was not provided for by the
Contftitutions of their Goyvernment, was
fo, in a very great degree, by the Con-
nivance of their Officers, who, upon
certain conftant Payments from every
Family, fuffer the Exercife of the Ro-
man Catholick Religion in their feve-
ral Juri{dittions, as free and eafic,
though not f{o cheap, and fo avowed,
as the reft. This, I fuppofe, has been
the reafon, that though thofe of this
Profeflion are very numerous in the
Country, among the Peafants, and
confiderable in the Cities; and not ad-
~mitted to any Publick Charges; yet

they
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they feem to be a found Piece of the
State, and faft jointed in with the reft;
and have neither given any Difturbance
to the Government, nor expreft any In-
clinations to a Change, or to any Fo-
reign Power, either upon the former
Wars with Spain, or the later Invafi-
ons of the Bithop of Mun/ter.

Of all other Religions, every Manen-
joys the free Exercife in his own Cham-
ber, or his own Houfe, unqueftioned
and unefpy’d: And if the Followers of
any Sect grow {o numerousinany Place,
that they affe&t a Publick Congregati-
on, and are content to purchafe a Place
of Affembly, to bear the Charge of a
Paftor or Teacher, and to pay for this
Liberty to the Publick; they go and
propofe their Defire to the Magiftrates
of the Place where they refide, who in-
form themfelves of their Opinions, and
Manners of Warthip; and if they find
nothing in either, deftrutive to Civil
Society, or prejudicial to the Confti-
tutions of their State, and content
themfelves with the Price that is offer’d
for the Purchafe of this Liberty, They
eafily allow it; But with the conditi-
on, That one or more Commiflioners
thall be appointed, who fhall have free

Admiflion
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Admiffion at all their Meetings, (hall be
both the Obfervers and Witneflts of
all that is A&ed or Preached among
them, and whofe Teftimony fhall be
received concerning any thing that
pafles there to the Prejudice of the
State: In which cafe, the Laws and
Executions are as fevere as againft any
Civil Crimes.

Thus the Fews have their allowed
Synagogues in Amfterdam and Rotter-
dam : fnd in the firft, almoft all Seéts,
that are known among Chriftians, have
their publick Meeting-places; and
fome whofe Names are almoft worn out
in all other Parts, as the Brownifts,
Familifts, and others: The Arminians,
though they make a great Name among
them, by being rather the Diftintion
of a Party in the State, than a Selt
in the Church; yet are, in comparifon
of others, but few in number, though
confiderable by the Perfons, who are
of the better Quality, the more learned
and intelligent Men, and many of them
in the Government. The Anabaptifts
are juft the contrary, very numecrous,
but in the lower Ranks of People, Me-
chanicks and Sea-men, and abound

chiefly in North-Holland.
The
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The Calvinifts make the Body of the
People, and are poflefled of all the
publick Churches in the Dominions
of the State, as well as of the only
Minifters or Paftors, who are maintain-
ed by the Publick; But thefe have
ncither Lands, nor Tithes, nor any
authoriz’d Contributions from the Peo-
ple, but certain Salaries from the State,
upon whom they wholly depend: And
though they are often very bold in
taxing and preaching publickly againft
the Vices, and fometimes the innocent
Entertainments, of Perfons moft confi-
derable in the Government, as well as
of the Vulgar; yet they.are never
heard to ccnfure or control the pub-
lick A&ions or Refolutions of the
State: They are, in general, through-
out the Country, paflionate Friends
to theInterefts of the Houfe of Orange;
and, during the Intermiflion of that
Authority, found ways of exprefling
their Affe&tions to the Perfon and For-
tunes of this Prince, without offend-
g the State, as it was then conftitu-
ted. They are fierce Enemies of the
Arminian Party, whofe Principles were
thought to lead them, in Barnevelt’s
time, towards a Conjunéion, or atleaft

Com-
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Compliance, with the Span:ifh Religion
and Government, both which, the
Houfe of Orange, in the whole courfe
of the War, endeavour’d to make irre-
conctleable with thofe of the State.

It 1s hardly to be imagin’d, how all
the Violence and Sharpnefs, which ac-
companies the Differences of Religion
i other Countries, feems to be ap-
peafed or foftned here, by the general
Freedom which all Men enjoy, either
by Allowance or Connivance; nor, how
Faction and Ambition are thereby dif-
abled to colour their Interefled and

Seditious Defigns with the Pretences

of Religion, which has coft the Chri-
ftian World fo much Blood for thefe
laft Hundred and Fifty Years. NoMan
can here complain of Preflure in his
Confcience ; Of being forced to any
publick Profeflion of his private
Faith ; Of being reftrain’d from his
own manner of Worfhip in his Houfe,
or obliged to any other abroad: And
whoever asks more in point of Rel-
gion, without the undifputed Evidence
of a particular Miflion from Heaven,
may be juftly fufpe&ted, not to ask for
God’s fake, but for his own; fince
pretending to Sovereignty, inftead of

Liberty,

20§
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Liberty, in Opinion, is indeed pretend-
ing the {ame in Authority too, which
confifts chiefly in Opinion: And what
Man, or Party foever, can gain the
common and firm Belief, of being moft
imnediately infpired, inftruéted, or fa-
voured of God, will eafily obtain the
Prerogative of being moft honour’d and
obey’d by Men.

But in this Commonwealth, no Man
having any reafon to complain of op-
preflion in Confcience; and no Man
having Hopes, by advancing his Re-
ligion, to form a Party, or break in
upon the State, the Differences in O-
pinion make none in Affefions, and
litele in Converfation, where it ferves
but for Enterrainment and Variety.
They argue without Intereft or Anger;
they differ without Enmity or Scorn;
and they agree without Confederacy.
Men live together, like Citizens of the
World, affociated by the common Ties
of Humanity, and by the Bonds of
Peace, under the impartial Prote&tion
of indifferent Laws, with cqual En-
couragement of all Art and Induftry,
and equal Freedom of Speculation and
Enquiry; all Men enjoying their ima-
ginary Excellencies and Acquifitions of

Know-
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Knowledge, withas much Safety as their
more real Pofleflions and Improvements
of Fortune. The Power of Religion a-
mong ithem, where it is, lies in every
Man’s Heart. The Appearance of it 1s
but like a piece of Humanity, by which
cvery one falls moft into the Company
or Converfation of thofe,whofe Cuftoms
and Humours, whofe Talk and Difpo-
fitions he likes beft: And as in other
Places, °tis in every Man’s choice with
whom he will eat or lodge, with whom
go to Market, or to Court; So it
feems to be here, with whom he will
Pray, or go to Church, or Aflociate
in the Service and Worfhip of God:
Nor is any more Notice taken, or
~more Cenfure pafs’d, of what every
one chufes in thefe Cafes, than in the
other.

I believe the Force of Commerce,
Alliances, and Acquaintances, {preading
fo far as they do in fmall Circuirts,
(fuch as the Province of Holland) may
contribute much to make Converfation,
and all the Offices of common Life, fo
eafie, among fo different Opinions, of
which fo many feveral Perfons are of-
ten in every Man’s Eye; and no Man
checks or takes Offence at Faces, or

Cuftoms;
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R



—20_8

Of their Religion. Chap. V.

Cuftoms, or Ceremonies, he fees every
day, as at thofe he hears of in Places
far diftant, and perhaps by partial Re-
lations, and comes. to fee late in his
Life, and after he has long been pof-
fefs’d by Paffion or Prejudice againft
them. However it 15, Religion may
poflibly do more good in other Places;
but it does lefs hurt here: And where-
ever the invifible Effe&ts of it are the
greateft and moft advantagious, I am
fure the vifible are fo in this Countrys
by the continual and undifturbed Civil
Peace of their Government for {o long
a courfe of Years; and by fo mighty
an Encreafe of their People, wherein
will appear to confift chiefly the vaft
Growth of their Trade and Riches,
and confequently the Strength and
Greatnefs of their State.

CHAP



CHAP. VL
Of their TRADE.

) IS evident to thofe, who have

- read the moft, and travcll’d far-
theft, that no Country can be found
etcher in this prefent Age, or upon Re-
cord of any Story, where fo valt a
- Trade has been manag’d, as in the nar-
row compafs of the Four Maritime
Provinces of this Commonwealth: N ay,
it is gencrally efteem’d, that they have
more Shipping belongs to them, than
there docs to all the reft of Europe.
Yet they have no Native Commodi-
ties towards the Building, or Rigging of
the {malleft Veflel; their Flax, Hemp,
Pitch, Wood, and Iron, coming all from
abroad, as Wool does for cloathing
their Men, and Corn for feeding them.
Nor do I know any thing properly of
their own growth, that 1s confiderable
cither for their own neceflary ufe, or
for Traffick with their Neighbours,

befides Butter, Cheefe, and Earthen-
P Wares.
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Wares. For Havens, they have not
any good upon their whole Coatft:
The beft are Helverfluys, which has no
Trade at all; and Fluffingue, which has
little, in comparifon of other Towns in
Holland : Bat dmfterdam, that triumphs
in the Spoils of Lisbor and Anrwerp,
( which before engrofs’d the greateft
Trade of Europe and the Indies,) feems
to be the moft incommodious Haven
they have, being feated upon fo fhal-
low Waters, that ordinary Ships cannot
come up to it without the Advantage
of Tides; nor great ones without

- unlading. The Entrance of the Tejfe/,

and Paflage over the Zudder-Sea, is
more dangerous than a Voyage from
thence to Spain, lying all in blind
and narrow Channels; fo that it eafily
appears, that 'ts not an Haven that
draws Trade, but Trade that fills an
Havcen, and brings it in vogue. Nor
has Holland grown rich by any Native
Commodities, butby force of Induftry;
by Improvement and Manufatture of
all Foreign Growths; by being the
general Magazine of Ewrgpe, and fur-
nithing all Parts with whatever the
Market wants or invites; and by their
Sea-men, being, as“they have properly
: been
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been call’d, the common Carriers of
the World. ’

Since the Ground of Trade cannot
be deduc’d from Havens, or Native
Commodities, (as may well be conclud-
ed from the furvey of Holland, which
has the leaft and the worft; and of
Ireland, which has the moft and the
beft, of both;) it were not amifs to
confider, from what othcr fource it
may be more naturally and certainly
deriv’d : For if we talk of Induftry,
we are ftill as much to feek, what it
1s that makes People induftrious in
one Country, and idle in another. 1
conceive the true Original and Ground
of Trade, to be, great multicude of
People crowded into fmall compafs of
Land, whereby all things neceflary to
Life become c?:ear, and all Men, who
have Pofleflions, are induc’d to Par-
{imony ; but thofe who have none,
are forc’d to Induftry and Labour, or
elfe to Want. Bodies that are vigorous,
fall to Labour ; fuch as are not, fupply
that Defe(t by fome fort of Inventions
or Ingenuity. Thefe Cuftoms arife firft
from Neceflity, but encreafe by Imita-
tion, and grow in time to be habitual
in a Country; and where-ever they are

P2 {o,
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fo, if it lyes upon the Sea, they natu-
rally break out into Trade, both becaufe,
whatever they want of their own, that
isneceflary to fo many Mens Lives,muft
be {upply’d from abroad; and becaufe,
by the multitude of People, and {mal-
nefs of Country, Land grows fo dear,
that the Improvement of Mony, that
way, is inconfiderable, and fo turns to
Sea, where the greatnefs of the Profit
makes amends for the Venture.

This cannot be better illuftrated,
than by its contrary, which appears
no where more than 1n Ireland ; where,
by the largencfs and plenty of the
Food, and fcarcity of People, all things
neceflary to Life are fo cheap, that an
induftrious Man, by Two Days Labour,
may gain enough to feed him the reft
of the Week; which I take to be a
very plain Ground of the Lazinefs at-
tributed to the Pcople: For Men na-
turally prefer Eafe before Labour, and
will not take pains, if they can live
idle; though, when, by neceflity, they
have been inured to it, they cannot
Jeave it, Lcing grown a cuftom necef-
fary to their Health, and to their very
Entcrtainment : Nor perhaps is the
change harder,” from conftant Eafe to

La-
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Labour, than from conftant Labour to
Eafe. ,

This Account of the Original of
Trade, agrees with the Experience of
all Ages, and with the Conftitutions
of ali Places, where it has moft flou-
rifh’d in the World, as Tyre, Carthage,
Athens, Syracufe, Agrigentum, Rhodes,
Venice, Holland ; and will be {o obvi-
ous to every Man, that knows and con-
fiders the gituation, the Extent, and
the Nature, of all thofe Countries, that
it will need no Enlargement upon the
Comparifons.

- By thefe Examples, which are all of
Commonwealths, and, by the Decay, or
Diflolution, of Trade, in the Six Firft,
when they came to be conquerd, or
fubje&ed to Arbitrary Dominions, it
might be concluded, that there is
fomething, in that form of Government,
proper and natural to Trade, in a more

ecultar manner. But the height it ar-
rivid.to at Bruges and Antwerp, under
their Princes, for Four or Five Defcents
of the Houfe of Burgundy, and Two of
Anftria, (héws, it may thrive under
good ‘Princes and Legal Monarchics, as
well as under Free States.  Under Ar-

bitrary and Tyrannical Power, it mutt
P3 of
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of neceflity decay and diffolve, be-
caufe this empties a Country of Peo-
ple, whereas the others fill it; this
extinguifhes Induftry, whilft Men are
in doubt of enjoying themfelves what
they get, or leaving it to their Chil-
dren ; the others encourage it, by fe-
curing Men of both: One hlls a Coun-
try with Soldiers, and the other with
Merchants ;  who were never yet
known to live well together, becaufe
they cannot truft one another: And as
Trade cannot live without mutual truft
among private Men; fo it cannot grow
or thrive, to any great degree, without

-aConfidence both of publick and private

Safety, and confequently a Truft in the
Government, from an Opinion of its
Strength, Wifdom, and Juftice; which
muft be grounded either upon the Per-
fonal Virtues and Qualities of a Prince,
or elfe upon-the Conftitutions and Or-
ders of a State. _
It appears to every Man’s Eye who
hath travell’d Holland, and obferv’d
the number and vicinity of their great
and populous Towns and Villages,
with the prodigious Improvement of
almoft every fpot of Ground in the
Country, and the great Mulritudes
. con-
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conftantly employ’d in their Shipping
abroad, and their Boats at home, That
no other known Country in the
World, of the fame extent, holds any
proportion with this in numbers of
People ; and if that be the great
Foundation of Trade, the beft account
that can be given of theirs, will be
by confidering the Caufes and Acci-
dents, that have ferv’d to force or 1n-
vite {o vaft a confluence of People in-
to their Country. In the firft rank
may be placed, the Civil Wars, Cala-
mities, Perfecutions, Oppreflions, or
Difcontents, that have been {fo fatal to
moft of their Neighbours, for fome
time before as well as fince their State
began.

The Perfecutions for matter of Re-
ligion, in Germany under Charles the
Fifth, in France undet Henry the Se-
cond, and in England under Queen
Mary, forc’d great numbers of People
out of all thofe Countries, to fhelter
themfielves in the feveral Towns of the
Seventeen Provinces, where the ancient
Liberties of the Country, and Privi-
ledges of the Cities, had been invio-
late under fo long a Succeflion of Prin-
ces, and gave Protcftion to thefe op-

' P4 prefled
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prefled Strangers, who fill’d their Cities
both with People and Trade, and rais’d
Antwerp to fuch an height and re-
nown, as continw’d ’till the Duke of
Alva’s Avrival in the Low-Countries.
The Fright of this Man, and the Or-
ders hc brought, and Arms to exe-
cute them, began to fcatter the Flock
of People that for fome time had been
nefted there; {o as, in very few Months,
above a Hundred Thoufand Families
remov’d out of the Country. But
when the Seven Provinces United, and
began to defend themfclves with Suc-
cefs, under the Conduét of the Prince
of Orange, and the Countenance of
England and France, and the Perfecu-
tions for Religion began to grow fharp
in the Spanifh Provinces, all the Profef-
{ors of the Reformed Religion, and
Haters of the Spanifh Dominion, retir’d
mnto the ftrong Cities of this Common-
wealth, and gave the fame Date to the
growth of Trade there, and the Decay
of it at Antwerp.

The long Civil Wars, at firlt of
Frauce, then of Germany, and laftly of
England, ferved to encreafe the fwarm
in this Country, not only by fuch as
were periccuted at home, but great

numbers
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numbers of peaceable Men, who came
here to feek for Quiet in their Lives,
and Safety in therr Pofleflions or
Trades ; like thofe Birds that upon
the approach of a rough Winter-fea-
fon, lcave the Countries where they were
born and bred, fly away to fome kinder
and fofter Climate, and never return
’till the Frofts are paft, and the Winds
are laid at home.

The Invitation thefe People had, to
fix rather in Holland than in many bet-
ter Countries, {feems to have been, at
firft, the great Strength of their Towns,
which by their Maritime Situation,
and the low Flatnefs of their Country,
can with their Sluces overflow all the
Ground about them at fuch diftances,
as to become inacceflible to any Land-
Forces. And this natural Strength has
been improv’d, cfpecially at Amfterdam,
by all the Art and Expence that could
any ways contribute towards the De-
fence of the Place.

Next, was the Conftitution of their
Government, by which, neither the
States-General, nor the Prince, have an
Power to invade any Man’s Perfon or
Property within the Precints of their
Cities. Nor could it be fear’d:that the

Senate
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Senate of any Town fhould confpire to
any fuch violence ; nor if they did,
could they poflibly execute it, having
no Soldiersin their Pay,and the Burghers
only being employ’d in the Defence of
their Towns, and Execution of all Civil
Juftice among them.

Thefe Circumftances gave fo great a
Credit to the Bank of 4mflerdam; and
that was anocher Invitation for People
to come, and lodge here what part of
their Mony they could tran{port, and
knew no way of fecuring at home.

~ Nor did thofe People only lodge Mo-

nies here, who came over into the
Country; but many more, who never
left their own: Though they provided
for a Retreat, or againft a Storm, and °
thought no place fo fecure as this, nor
from whence they might fo eafily draw
their Mony into any Parts of the
World. .

Another Circumftance, was, the ge-
neral Liberty and Eafe, not only in
point of Confcience, but all others
that ferve to the Commodioufnefs and
Quiet of Life; every Man following
his own Way, minding his own Bufi-
nefs, and little enquiring into other
Mens; which, I fuppofe, happen’d l;y

o
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fo grear a Concourfe of People of fe-
veral Nations, different Religions and
Cuftoms, asleft nothing ftrange or new;
and by the general Humour, bent all
upon Induftry, whereas Curiofity is
only proper to idle Men.

Befides, it has ever been the great
Principle of their State, running through
all their Provinces and Cities,even with
Emulation, to make their Country the
common Refuge of all miferable Men;
from whofe Protection, hardly any Al-

liance, Treaties, or Interefts, have e-

ver been able to divert or remove them.
So as, during the great Dependance
this Sate had upon France, in the time
of Henry the Fourth, all the Perfons dif-
graced at that Court or banifh’d that
Country, made this their common Re-
treat ; nor could the State ever be
prevail’d with, by any Inftances of the
French Ambafladors, to refufe them the
ufe and liberty of common Lifeand Air,
under the Prote&tion of their Govern-
ment. o
This firmnefs in the State, has been
one of the Circumftances, that has in-
vited fo many unhappy Men out of all
their Neighbourhood, and indeed from
moft parts of Europe, to fhelter them-

felves
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felves from the Blows of Juftice, or of
Fortune. Nor indeed does any Coun-
try fecem [o proper to be made ufe of
upon fuch Occafions, not only in refpect
of Safety, but as a Place that holds {o
conftant and eafie Correfpondencies
with all Parts of the World, and whi-
ther any Man may draw whatever Mo-
ny he has at his Difpofal in any other
Place; where ncither Riches expofe
Men to Danger, nor Poverty to Con-
tempt : But on the contrary, where
Parfimony is honourable, whether it be
neceflary or no; and he thac is forced
by his Fortune to live low, .may here
alone live 1n Fafhion, and upon equal
Terms (in appearance abroad) with the
chiefeft of their Minifters, and richeft
of their Merchants: Nor is it eafily
mmagin’d; how great an Effe& this Con-
ftitution among them, may, in courfe
of time, have had upon the encreafe

boti of their People and their Trade.
As the two firft Invitations of Peo-
ple into this Country, were the
Streng h of their Towns, and Nature
of their Govcrnment; fo, two others
have grown with the courfe of Time,
and progrefs of their Riches and
Power. One is the Reputation of their
Govern-
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Government, arifing from the Obfer-
vation of the Succels of their Arms,the
Prudence of their Negotiations, the
‘Steadinels of their Counfels, the Con-
ftancy of their Peace and Quiet at home,
and the Confideration they hereby arri-
ved at among the Princes and States of
Chriftendom. From all thefe, Men
grew to a general Opinion of the Wif-
dom and Condu& of their State ; and
of its being eftablifh’d upon Foundations,
that could not be thaken by any com-
mon Accidents, nor confequently in
danger cf any great or fudden Revo-
lutions; and this is a mighty Induce-
ment to induftrious People to come and
inhabit a Country, who feck not only
{afety under Laws from Juftice and
Oppreflion, but likewife under the
Strength and good Condu of a State,
from the Violence of Foreign Invafions,

or of Civil Commotions.
~ The other, 1s, the great Beauty of
their Country (forced in time, and by
the Improvements of Induftry,in {pight
of Narture,) which draws every Day
. fuch Numbers of curious and idle Per-
fons to fee their Provinces, though not
to inhabit them. And indeed their
Country is a much better Miftrefs
| than

221



222

Of their Trade. Chap. VI

than a Wife ; and where few Perfons
who are well at home, would be content
to live; but where none that have Time

‘and Mony to {pare, would not for

once be willing to travel; and as Eng-
land thews, in the beauty of the Coun-
try, what Nature can arrive at; f{o
does Holland, in the number, greatnefs,
and beauty of their Towns, whatever
Art can bring to pafs. But thefe and
many other matters of Speculation a-
mong them, filling the Obfervations of
all common Travellers, fhall make no
part of mine, whofe defign is rather to
difcover the Caufes of their Trade and
Riches, than to relate the Effeéts.

Yet it may be noted hereupon, as a
piece of Wifdom in any Kingdom or
State, by the Magnificence of Courts,
or of Publick Struttures; by encou-
raging Beauty in private Buildings, and
the Adornment of Towns with plea-
fant and regular Plantations of Trees;
by the Celebration of fome Noble Fe-
ttivals or Solemnities ; by the Inftitu-
tion of fome great Marts or Fairs; and
by the Contrivance of any extraordi-
nary and renown’d Speftacles, to in-
vite and occafion, as much and as of-
ten as can be, the concourfe of bufie

or
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or idle People from the neighbouring
or remoter -Nations, whofe very Paf-
fage and Intercourfe is a great encreafe
of Wealth and of Trade, and a fecret
Incentive of People to inhabit a Coun-
rry, where Men may meet with equal
Advantages;and more Entertainments of
Life, than in other places. Such were
the O/ympick and other Games among
the Grecians; fuch the Triumphs,
Trophies, and Secular Plays of old
Rome, as well as the Spectacles exhi-
bited afterwards by the Emperors,
with fuch ftupendious Effe&ts of Art
and Expence, for courting or enter-
taining the People; fuch the Jub:-
lees ot New Rome ; the Juftsand Tour-
naments formerly ufed 1n moft of the
Courts of Chriftendom; the Feftivals
of the more celebrated Orders of
Knighthood; and in particular Towns,
the Carnavals and Fairs; the Kirmifhes,
which run through all the Cities of the
Nerherlands,and in fome of them, with
a great deal of Pageantry, as well as
Traflick ,being equall Baits of Pleafure
and of Gain.

Having thus difcover’d, what has
laid the great Foundations of their
Trade, by the multitude of the People,

which
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which has planted and habituated In-
duftry among them, and, by that, all
forts of Manufa&ure; as well as Par.
fimony, and thereby general Wealth:
I fhall enumerate very briefly, fome
other Circumftances, that feem, next
to thefe, the chief Advancers and En-
couragers of Trade in their Coun-
try.
yLow Intereft, and dearnefs of Land,
are Effets of the Multitude of People,
and caufe of fo much Mony tolyeready
for all Projeéts, by which gain may be
expelted, as the cutting of Canals, ma-
king Bridges and Cawfies, levelling
Downs, and draining Marfhes, belides
all new Effays at Foreign Trade, which
are propos’d with any probability of
Advanrage.

The ufe of their Banks, which fecures
Mony, and makes all Payments eafic,
and Trade quick.

The Sale by Regiftry, which was
mntroduced here and i Flanders in the
time of Charles the Fifth, and makes
all Purchafes fafe.

The Severity of Juftice, not only
againft all Thefts, but all Cheats, and
Counterfeits of any Publick Bills,

(which is capital among them,) and
even
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even againft all common Beggars, who
are difpos’d of either into W ork-hou-
fes, or Holfpitals, as they are able or
wnable to labour. ,
The Convoys of Merchant-Fleets in-
to all parts, even in time of Peace, but
efpecially into the Srreights; which
give their Trade Security againft many
unexpected Accidents, and their Nati-
on Credit abroad, and breeds up Sea-
men for their Ships of War: :
. The Lownefs of their Cuftoms, and
Eafinefs of paying them, which; with
the Freedom of theirPorts, invite both
Strangers and Natives to bring Com-
modicies hither, not only as to a Mar-
ket, but as to a Magazine, whcre they
lodg:= ‘till they are invited abroad to o-
ther and better Markets. v
- Order and Exaltnefs in managing
their Trade, which brings th:ir Com-
modities in Credit abroad. This was
firft introduc’d by fevere Laws and Pe-
nalues, but 1s {ince. grown nto Cu-
ftom. Thus there have been above
Thirty feveral Placarts about the man-
ner of curing, pickling, and barrelling
Herrings. Thus all Arms made at U-
trecht, are forfeited, if fold without
Mark, or marked without Trial. And I

Q. ebfer-
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obferved in their Izdian-Houfe, that all
thePieces of Scarlet, which are fent in
great quantities to thofeParts, are mark-
ed with the Englyh Arms, and Inferip-
tions in Englifh; by which they main-
tain the Credit gain’d to that Commo-
dity, by our former Trade to Parts,
where ’tis now loft or decay’d.

The Government manag’d either by
Men that trade, or whofe Families have
rifen by it, or whohave themfelves fome
Intereft going in other Mens Traffick,
or who are born and bred in Towns,
the Soul and Being whereof confifts
wholly in Trade, which makes fure of
all favour, thar, from time to time,
grows neceflary, and can be given it
by the Government.

The Cuftom of every Town’s affett-
ing fome particular Commerce or Sta-
ple, valuing 1t {cIf thereupon, and fo
improving 1t to the greateft height; as
Fluffingue, by that of the Weft-Indies ;
Middleburgh, of French Wines ;, Terveer,
by the Scorch Staple; Dort, by the
EnglifhStaple and Rbenifb Wines; Rot-
terdams, by the Englifb and Scotch Trade
at large, and by French Wines; Leydens
by the Manufatture of all forts of
Stuffs, Silk, Hair, Gold and Silver;

Haer-
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Huerlem, by Linnen, Mixt-Stuffs, and
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Flowers; ‘Delf; by Beer and Dutch-

- Purcelane; Swrdam, by the Built of
Ships ; Enchuffen and Mazlandfluys,
by Herring-Fithing; Friezland, by the
Greenland Trade; and dmflerdam, by
that of the Egft-Indies, Spain, and the
Streights.

The great Application of the whole
Province to the Fithing-Trade, upoa
the Coafts of England and Scotland,
which employs an incredible number of
Ships and Sea-men, and f{upplies moft
of the Southern Parts of Europe with a
rich and neceflary Commodity.

The laft, I fhall mention, 1is, the
mighty Advance they have made ro-
wards engrofling the whole Commerce
of the Eaft-Indies, by their Succefles
againft the Portuguefes, and by their
many Wars and Victories againft the
Nartives, whereby they have forced
them to Treaties of Commerce, ex-
clufive to all other Nations, and to the
Admiflion of Forts to be built upon
Streights and Pafles, that command the
Entrances into the Traffick of fuch
Places. This has been atchieved by
the multitude of cheir People and Ma-
riners, that has been able to furnifh

Q2 every
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every Year fo many great Ships for
fuch Voyages, and to {upply the lofs of
fo many Lives, as the Changes of Cli-
mate have coft, before they learnt the
method of living in them: By the vaft-
nefs of the Stock that has been turn’d
wholly to that Trade; and by the
condu& and application of the Eaff-
India Company, who have managed it
like a Common-wealth, rather than a
Trade, and thereby rais’d a State in
the Indies, govern'd indeed by the
Orders of the Company, but other-
wife appearing to thefe Nations like a
Sovereign State, making War and Peace
with their greateft Kings, and able to
bring to Sea Forty or Fifty Men of
War,and Thirty Thoufand Menat Land,
by the modefteft Computations. The
Stock of this Trade, befides what it
turns to in France, Spain, Italy, the
Streights, and Germany, makes them fo
great Mafters in the Trade of the Nor-
thern Parts of Europe, as Mufcovy, Po-
land, ‘Pomerania, and all the Baltick ;
where the Spices, that are an Indian
Drug, and Ewuropean Luxury, command
all the Commodities of thofe Coun-
tries, which are {o neceffary to Life, as
their Corn; and to Navigation, as

Hemps
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Hemp, Pitch, Mafts, Planks, and
Iron.

Thus the Trade of tais Country is
difcover’d to be no Effeét of common
Contrivances, of natural Difpofitions or
Situation, or of trivial Accidents; but
of a great Concurrence of Circum-
ftances, a long courfe of Time, force
of Orders and Method, which never
before met in the World to fuch a de-

gree, or with fo prodigious a Succefs, -

and perhaps never will again.  Having
grown, (to fum up all) from the Si-
tuation of their Country, extended
upon the Sea, divided by Two fuch
Rivers as the Rlhine and the Mofe,
with the Vicinity of the Ems, Wefer,
and E/ve; From the Confluence of
People out of Flanders, England,
France, and Germany, invited by the
Strength of their Towns, and by the
Conflitutions and Credit of their Go-
vernment; By the Liberty of Confci-
ence, and Security of Life and Goods,
(fubjeted only to conftant Laws; )
From general Induftry and Parfimony,
occafion’d by the Multitude of People,
and Smalnefs of Country; From
cheapnefs and eafinefs of Carriage by
convenience of Canals; From low Ufe,

Q3 and
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and dearnefs of Land, which turn Mo-
ney toTrade; the Inftitution of Banks;
Sale by Regiftry; Care of Convoys;
Smalnefs of Cuftoms; Freedom of
Ports; Order in Trade; Intereft of
Perfons in the Government; particulag
Traffick afteéted to particular Places;
Application to the Fithery; and Acqui-
fitions in the Eaft-Indies. a

It 1s no conftant Rule, That Trade,
makes Riches; for there may be a
Trade that impoverifhes a Nation: As
1t is not going ofiten to Market, that
enriches the Country-man; but, on
the contrary, if, evecry time he comes
there, he buys to a greater value than
he fells, he grows the poorer, the oft-
ger he goes: But the only and cer-
tain Scale of Riches, arifing from Trade
in a Nation, is the Proportion of what
is exported for the Confumption of
others, to what is imported for their
own,
~ The true ground of this Proportion
lies in the general Induftry and Parfi-
mony of a People, or in the contrary
of both. Induftry encreafes the Na-
tive Commodity, either in the Product
of the Soil, or the Manufa&ures of
the Country, which raifes the Stock -
' ‘ for



Chap. VI. Of their Trade.

for Exportation. Parfimony leflens the
confumption of their own, as well as
of Foreign, Commodities ; and not
only abates the Importation by the laft,
but encreafes the Exportation by the
firft; for, of all Native Commodities,
the lefs 1s confumed m a Country,
the more is exported abroad’; there
being no Commodity, but, at one Price
or other, will find a Market, which
they will be Mafters of, who can af-
ford it cheapeft: Such are always the
moft induftrious and parfimonious Peo-
ple, who can thrive by Prices, upon
which the Lazy and Expenfive cannot
live.

The vulgar Miftake, That Importa-
tion of Foreign Wares, if purchafed
abroad with Native Commeodities, and
not with Mony, does not make a Na-
tion poorer, 1s but what every Man,
that gives himfelf Leifure to think, muft

immediately reltifie, by finding out,

that, upon the end of an Account be-
tween a Nation, and all they deal
with abroad, whatever the Exportation
wants in value, to balance that of the
Importation, muft of neceflity be made
up with ready Mony. ‘

By this we find out the Foundation

Q4 of
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of the Riches of Holland, as of their
Trade by the Circumftances already re-
hearfed. For never any Country tra-
ded fo much, and confumed fo little:
They buy infinitely, but ’tis to fell
again, either upon Improvement of the
Commadity, or at a betrer. Market.
They are the great Mafters of the In-
dian Spices, and of the Perfian Silks;
but wear plain Woollen, and feed up-
on their own Fith and Roots. Nay,
they fell the fineft of their own Cloth
to France, and buy coarfe out of Eng-
land for their own Wear. They fend
abroad the beft of their own Butter,
into all parts, and buy the cheapeft out
of Ireland, or the North of England,
tor their own ufe. In fhort, they fur-
nifh mnfinite Luxury, ‘which they never’
practile; and traffick in Pleafures, which
they never tafte.

The Gentlemen and Officers of the
Army change their Cloaths and their
Modes like their Neightours. But a«
mong the whale body of th: Civil
Magftrates, the Merchants, the rich
Traders, and Citizeps in general, the
Fafhions continue ftill the fame; And
others, as conftant among the Sea-men
and Boors : So that Men leave off

‘~ ' thein



Chap. VL. Of their Trade.

their Clothes, only becaufe they are
worn out, and not becaufe they are qut
of Fathion.

Their great Foreign Confumption is
FrenchWine and Brandy; but that may

233

be allow’d them, as the only Reward |

they enjoy of all their Pains, and as
that alone, which makes them rich and
happy in their voluntary Poverty, who
would otherwife feem poor and wr:tch-
ed in their real Wealth. Befides, what
they fpend in Wine, they fave in Corn
to make other Drinks, which is bought
from Foreign Parts. And upon a pref-
fure of their Aflairs, we {ee now for
Two Years together, they have deny’d
themiclves even this Comfort, among
all their Sorrows, and made up in pai-
five Fortitude, whatever they have want-
ed in the ative,

Thus it happens, that much going
conftantly out, either in Commodity,
or in the Labour of Sea-faring-men ;
and little coming in to be confumed
at home; the reft returns in Coin,
and fills the Country to that degrec,
that more Silver 1s {een in Holland,
among the comman Hands and Furfes,
than Brafs either in Spaiz or in France ;
though one be fo rich in the beft
B Nartive



234

Of thelr Trade. Chap. V1.

Native Commodities, and the other
drain all the Treafuries of the Weft-

Indies. o
By all this Account of their Trade
and Riches, 1t will appear, That fome
of our Maxims are not {o certain, as
they are current, in our common Po-
liticks. As firft, That Example and
Encouragement of Excefs and Luxury,
if employ’d in the Confumption of
Native Commodities, is of Advantage
to Trade: It may be fo to that which
impoverithes, but is not to that which
enriches a Country ; and is indeed
lefs prejudicial, 1f it lye in Native,
than in Foragn, Wares. But-the Cu-
ftom, or Humour, of Luxury and Ex-
pence, cannot {top at certain Bounds:
What begins in Native will proceed in
Foreign Commodities : And though
the Example arife among 1dle Perfons,
yet the Imitation will run into all De-
grees, even of thofe Men by wholeIn-
duftry the Nation fubfifts. And befides,
the more of our own we fpend, the
lefs we thall have to fend abroad; and
fo it will come to pafs, that while we
drive a vaft Trade, yet, by buying
much more than we fell, we fhall
fome to be poor: Whereas when we
drove
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drove a very fmall Traffick abroad,
yet by felling {o much more than we
bought, we were very rich in propor-
tion to our Neighbours. This appear’d
in Edvard the Third’s time, when we
maintain’d fo mighty Wars in France,
and carry’d our vittorious Arms into
the Heurt of Spain: Whereas, in the
28th Year of that King’s Reign, the
Value, and Cuftom, of all our Ex-
ported Commoditie$ , amounted to
204184./.—17 s.—2d.  And that of
Imported, but to38970/.—oc3s5.—64d.
So, as there muft have enter’d that Year
into the Kingdom in Coin, or Bullion,
(or elfe have grown a Debt to the Na-
tion) 255214/ —135.—8d. And yet
we then carry’'d out our Wools un-
wrought, and brought in a great part
of our Cloaths from Flanders.

Another common Maxim is, That if,
by any Foreign Invafion, or Servitude,
the State, and confequently the Trade,
of Holland, (hould be ruin’d, the laft
would of courfe fall to our fhare
England. Which is no confequence :
For it would certainly break into fe~
veral pieces, and fhift, either to us, to
Flanders, to the Hans Towns, or any
other Parts, according as the moft of

' thofe
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thofe Circumftances fhould any where
concur to invite it, (and the likeft to
fuch,) as appear to have formerly
drawn it into Holland, by fo mighty a
Confluence of People, and fo gene-
ral a Vein of Induftry and Parfimony
among them. And whoever pretends
to equal their Growth in Trade and
Riches, by other ways than ffuch as
are already enumerated, will prove, I
doubt, either to deceive, or to be de-
celved. :

A Third is, That if that State were
reduc’d to great Extremities, fo as to
become a Province to fome greater
Power, they would chufe our Subje-
tion rather than any other; or thofe,
at leaft, that are the Maritime, and
the richeft of the Provinces. But it
will be more reafonably concluded,
from zll the former Dycourfes, That
though they may be divided by ab-
folute Conquefts, they will never,di-
vide themfelves by confent, but all fall
one way, and, by common Agreement,
make the beft Terms they can for their
Country, as a Province, if not as a
State: And before they come to fuch
an Extremity, they will firft feek to be
admitted, as a Belgic-Circle, in the

Empire,
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Empire (which they were of old;) and
thereby reeeive the Protection of that
Mighty Body, which, (as far as great
and fmaller things may be compar’d)
feems the likeft their own State in its
main Conftitutions, but efpecially in
the Freedom or Sovereignty of the Im-
perial Cities. And this 1 have often
heard their Minifters fpeak of, as their
laft Refuge, in cafe of being threaten’d
by too ftrong and fatal a Conjun-
&ure.

And if this thould happen, the Trade
of the Provinces would rather be pre-
ferv’d or encreas’d, than any way bro-

ken or deftroy’d by fuch an Alteration-

of thetr State, becaufe the Liberties of
the Country would continue what the
are, and the Security would be greater
than now 1t is.

The laft I will mention is of another
Vein; That if the Prince of Orange were
made Soveraign of their Country, tho’
by Foreign Arms, he would be a great
Prince, becaufe this now appears to
be fo great a State. 'Whereas, on the
contrary, thofe Provinces would foon
become a very mean Country. For
fuch a Power muft be maintain’d by
Force, as it would be acquir'd, and as

indeed
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indeed all abfolute Dominion muft be
in thofe Provinces. This would raife
general Difcontents; and thofe perpe-
tual Seditions among the Towns, which
would change the Orders of the Coun-
try, endanger the Property of Private
Men, and fhake the Credits and Safety
of the Government : Whenever this
thould happen, the People would fgat-
ter, Induftry would faint, Banks would
diffolve, and Trade would decay to fuch
adegree; as probably, incourfeof time,
their very Digues would be no longer
maintained by the Defences of a weak
People agamnft fo furious an Invader;
but the Sea would break in upon their
Land, and leave their chiefeft Cities
to be Fither-Towns, as they were of
old.

Without any fuch great Revoluti-
ons, I am of opinion, That Trade has;
for fome Years ago, paft its Meridian,
and begun fenfibly to decay among
them: Whereof there feem to be fe-
veral Caufes; as firft, the general

Application, that fo many other Nati-

ons have made to it, within thefe two
or three and twenty Years. For fince
the Peace of Munfter, which reftored
the Quiet of Chriftendom in 1648,

net
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not only Sueden and Denmark, but
- France and England, have more parti-
cularly, than ever before, bufied the
Thoughts and Counfels of their feveral
Governments, as well as the Humours
of their People, about the matters of
Trade.

Nor has this happen’d without good
degrees of Succefs; though Kingdoms
of fuch Extent, that have other and
Nobler Foundations of Greatnefs, can-
~ not raife Trade to fuch a Pitch as this
lictle State, which had no other to
build upon; no more than a Man, who
has a fair and plentiful Eftate, can fall
to Labour and Induftry, ke one that
has nothing elfe to truft to for the
fupport of his Life. But however, all
thefc Nations have come of late to
fhare largely with them; and there
feem to be grown too many Traders
for Trade mn the World, {o as they
can hardly live one by another. As
in a great populous Village, the firft
Grocer, or Mercer, that fets up among
them, grows prefently rich, having all
the Cuftom ; ’till another, encouraged
by his Suceefs, comes to fet up by him,
and fhare m his Gains; at length fe
many fall to the Trade, that nothing is

got
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got by it; and fome muft give over, or
all muft break.

Not many Ages paft, Penice and Flo-
rence poflefs’d all the Trade of Europe 5
the laft by their Manufadures; buc
the firft by their Shipping : And the
whole Trade of Perfia and the Indjes,
whofe  Commodities were brought
(Thofe by Land, and Thefe by the
Arabisn-Sea,) to Egypt, from whence
they were fetch’d by the Fenetian Fleets,
and difperfed into moft of the parts of
FEurope: And in thofe Times we find
the whole Trade of England was dri-
ven by Fenetians, Florentines, and
Lombards. The Eafferlings, who were
the Inhabitants of the Hans-Towns,
as Dantzic, Lubeick, Hamburgh, and
others upon that Coaft; fell next
mco Trade, and manag’d all that of
thefe Northern parts for many Years,
and brought it firft down to Bruges,
and from thence to Antwerp. The firft
Nawigations of the Portugunefes to the
FEaft-Indies broke the Greatnefs of the
Venetian Trade, and drew it to Lisébon:
And the Revolt of the Netherlands,
that of Antwerp to Holland. But in
all this time, the other and greater

Nations of Furope concern’d themfelves
ficele
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little in ic; their Trade was War ;
their Counfels and Enterprifes were
bufied in the Quarrels of the Holy
Lawd, or in thofc between the Popes
and the Emperors, (both of the fame
Forge, engaging all Chriftian Princes,
and ending in the greatnefs of the Ec-
clefiaftical State throughout Chriften-
dom:) Sometimes in th. mighty Wars
between England and France, between
France and Spain: The more general,
between Chriftians and Turks; or more
particular Quarrels between lefler and
neighbouring Princes. In fhort, the
Kingdoms and Principalities were in
the World like the Noblemen and
Gentlemen in a Country ; the Free-
States and Cities, like the Merchants
and Traders: Thefe at firft defpis’d
by the others; the others ferv’d and
rever’d by them; ’ull by the various
courfe of Events in the World, fome
of thefe came to grow Rich and Pow-
erful by Induftry and Parfimony; and
{fome of the others, Poor by War and
by Luxury: Which made the Traders
begin to take upon them, and carry it
like Gentlemen ; and the Gentlemen
begin to take a fancy of falling to
Trade. By this thort account it will
R appear
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appear no wonder, either that particu-
lar Places grew fo Rich, and fo Migh-
ty, while they alone enjoy’d almoft
the general Trade of the World; nor
why not only the Trade in Hollands
but the Advantage of it in general,
fhould fcem to be leflen’d by fo many
that fhare it. ,
Another Caufe of its Decay in that
State, may be, that, by the mighty
Progrefs of their Egff-India Company;
the Commodities of that Countr
are grown more than thefe parts of
the World can take off; and confe-
quently, the Rates of them muft needs
be leffened, while the Charge is en-
creas’d by the great Wars, the Armies,
and Forts, neceflary to maintain, or ex-
tend, ths Acquifitionsof that Company,
in the Indres. For, inftead of Five, or
Six, Ez/?-India Ships,which ufed to make
the Fleet of the Year, they are now
rifen to Eighteen or T'wenty, (I think
Twe and Twenty came 1n one Year to
the United Provinces.) This is the rea-
fon, why the particular Perfons of that
Company in Holland, make not {o
great Advantage of the fame Stock, as
thofe of ours do in England; though
their Company be very much richerc,i
an
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and drives a far greater Trade than

ours; which is exhauited by no Cha:ge
of Armies; or Forts, or Ships of War:
- And this is the Reafon, that the Duzch
are forced to keep fo long and {fo much
of thofe Commodities in their Maga-
zines here, and to bring them out,
only as the Markets call for them or
are able to take off; and why they
bring fo much lefs from the Indies;
than they were able to do, if thore
were Vent enough here: As I remem-
ber, one of their Sea-men, newly land-
ed out of their £4f?- India Fleet; in the
Year 69, upon Difcourfe in a Boat be-
tween Delf and Leyden, faid, he had
feen, before he came away, three heaps
of Nutmegs burnt at a time, each of
which was more than a {mall Church
could hold, which he pointed at 1n a
Village that was in fight.

Another Caufe may be, the great
cheapnefs of Corn, which has been
for thefe Dozen Years, or more, gene-
ral in all thefe Parts of Europe, and
which bas a very great Influence upon
the Trade of Holland. For a great
Vent of Indian Commodities, (at leaft
the Spices which are the grofs of them)
ufed to be made inte the Northern

\ R 2 parts
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patts of Eurgpe, in Exchange for Corn,
while it was taken off at good rates
by the Markets of Flanders, England,
FErancey, Spain, or Italy; in all which
Countries 1t has of late Years gone fo
low, as to difcourage the Import of fo
great Quantities, as ufed to come from
Poland and Pruffia, and other parts of
the North. Now the lefs Value thofe
Nations receive for Corn, the lefs they
are able to give for Spice, which is a
great Lofs to the Dutch on both fides,
leflening the Vent of their Indian Ware
in the Northern, and the Traffick of
Corn in the Southern parts. The caufe
of this great cheapnefs of Corn feems
+to be, net fo much a courfe of plenti-

ul and feafonable Years, as the gene-
ral Peace that has been in Europe fince
the Year §9 or 6o; by which fo many
Men and fo much Land have been
turned ro Husbandry, that were before
employed in the Wars, or lay wafted
by them in all the Frontier-Provinces
of France and Spain, as well as through-
out Germany, before the Peace of Mun-
fter ; and in England, during the Acti-
ons or Confequences of a Civil War:
And Plenty grows not to a height,
but by the Succeflion of feveral peace-

ful
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ful, as well as feafonable, Years.

The laft Claufe I will mention, 1s,
the mighty Enlargement of the City of
Amfterdam, by that which is called the
New Town; the Extent whereof 1s
fo foacious, and the Buildings of fo
much greater Beauty and Coft than
the Old, that it muft have employ’d a
vaft Proportion of that Stock which
in this City was before wholly turned
to Trade. Befides there feems to have
been growing on for thefe later Years,
‘a greater Vie of Luxury and Expence
among many of the Merchants of that
Town, than was ever formerly known:
Which was obferved and complained
of, as well as the Enlargement of their
City, by fome of the wifeft of their
Minifters, while I refided among them,
who defigned fome Regulations by
Sumptuary Laws; as knowing the
very Foundations of their Trade
would foon be undermined, if the ha-
bitual Induftry, Parfimony, and Sim-
plicity of their People, came to be
over-run by Luxury, Idlenefs, and Ex-
“cefs. However it happen’d, I found it
agreed by all the moft diligent and cir-
cumfpe& Enquiries I could make, that

in the Years 69 and 70, there was
R 3 hardly
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hardly any Foreign Trade among them,

.befides that of the Indies, by which

the Traders made the Returns of their

‘Mony; without Lofs; and none, by

which the common Gain was above
Two or Three in the Hundred. So, as
it feems to be with Trade, as with the

Sea, (its Element,) that has a certain

pitch, above which it never rifes in the
higheft Tides; and begins to Ebb, .as
foon as ever it ceafes to Flow; and

gver loles ground. in one place, pro-

portionably to what it gains in ano-

- ther 5 -
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Of their FORCES and REVENUES.

: HE Strength, and Forces, of a
T Kingdom, or State, were meafu-
red, in former Ages, by the Numbers of
Native and Warlike Subje&s, which
they could draw into the Field, upon
any War with their Neighbours. Na-
tional Quarrels were decided by Nati-
onal Armies, not by Stipendiary For-
ces, (raifed with Mony, or maintained
by conftant Pay.) In the feveral King-
“doms and Principalities of Eurgpe, the
Bodies of their Armies were compo-
fed, as they are ftill in Poland, of the
Nobility and Gentry, who were bound
to attend their Princes to the Wars,
with certain Numbers of Armed Men,
according to the Tenure and Extent of
the feveral Lordfhips, and Lands, they
held of the Crown: Where thefe were
not proportionable to the Occafion,
the reft were made up of Subjelts
drawn together by Love of their Prince,

R 4 or
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or their Country : By defire of Con-
queft and Spoils, or neceflity of De-

fence: Held together by Allegiance or

Religion ; and fpirited by Honour,
Revenge, or Avarice (not of what they
could g.t from their Leaders, but from
their Encmics.) A Battel or Two,
fairly fought, decided a War; and a
War e¢nded the Quarrel of an Age,
and cither loft or gain’d the Caufe or
Country contended for : °Till the
change of Timesand Accidents brought
it to a new Decifion; ’tll the Virtues
and Vices of Princes made them
{tranger or weaker, either in the Love
And Obedience of their People, or in
fuch Ordcrs and Cuftoms as render’d
their Subjeéts more or lefs Warlike or

Effeminate. Standing-Forces or Guards

in conftant Pay, were no where us’d
by lawful Princes in their Native or
Hereditary Countries, but only by
Conquerors in {fubdued Provinces, or
Ufurpers at home; and werc a De-
fence only againft Subjets, not againft
Enemies. '

Thefe Orders feem firft to have been
changed in Eurgpe by the Two States
of Venice and Holland: Both of them
fmall in Territaries at Land, and thofe

o extended
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extended in Frontier upon powerful
Neighbours ; both of them weak in
number of Native Subje&s; and thofe
lefs warlike at Land, by turning fo
much to Traffick, and to Sea: But
both of them mighty in Riches and
Trade ; which made them endeavour
to balance their Neighbours Strength
in Native Subjets, by Foreign Stipen=
diary Bands: and to defend their
Frontiers by the Arts of Fortification,
and Strength of Places, which might
draw out a War into length by Sieges,
when they durft not venture it upon
a Battel; and fo make it many times
determine by force of Mony, rather
than of Arms. This forced thofe Prin-
ces, who frontier’d upon thefe States,
to the fame Provifions; which have
been encreas’d by the perpetual courfe
of Wars, upon the Continent of Ex-
rope, ever fince the Rife of this State,
until the Peace of the Pirences, between
Princes bordering one upon the other;
. and {o, ready for fudden Inroads orIn-
vafions.

The Force therefore of thefe Pro-
vinces 1 to be meafur’d, not by the
Number or Difpofitions of their Sub-
jeéts, but by the Strength of their Ship-

’ PIng,
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ping, and ftanding-Troops, which they
conftantly maintan, even in time of
Peace; and by the Numbers of both,
which they have been able to draw
into the Field, and tq Sea, for Support
of a War: By their conftant Revenue
to maintain the firft; and by the tem-
porary Charge, they have been able to
furnifh, for Supply of the other.

I will not enumerate their Frontier
Towns, (which is a common Theme, )
or the Forces neceffary for the Garri-
fons of them. Nor the Nature and Va-
riety of their Taxes and Impofitions,
though I have an exa& Lift of them by
me, exprefling the feveral Kinds, Rates,
and Proportions, upon every Province
and Town: But this would {well a Dif-
courfe, with a great deal of tedious
matter, and to Ettle purpofe. I fhall
therefore be content only to obferve,
what I have informed my felf of their
Forces, and Revenues in general, from
Perfons among them, the beft able to
give that Account. ‘

The ordinary Revenue of this State
confifts, either in what is levied in the
conquered Towns, and Country of
Brabanty Flanders, or the Rhine; whieh

of
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of State: Or elfe, the ordinary Fonds,
which the Seven Provinces provide
every Year according to their feveral
Proportions, upon the Petitian of the
Council of State, and Computation of
the Charge of the enfuing Year, given
in by them to the States-General. And
this Revenue commonly amounts to
about one and twenty Millions of Gil-
ders a Year; cvery Million making a-
bout Ninety Thoufand Pounds Ster/ug,
intrinfick Value. '
- The chief Fonds out of which this
rifesy is, the Excife and the Cuftoms:
The firft is great, and fo general, that
I have heard it obferv’d at Amyfterdam,
That when 1n a Tavern, a certain Difh
of Fifh 1s eaten with the ufual Sawce,
above Thirty feveral Excifes are paid,
for what is neceflary to that {mall
Service. The laft are low and eafie,
and apply’d particularly to the Admi-
ralty.

~ Out of this Revenue is fupply’d the
Charge of the whole Milice, of all Pub-
lick Officers of the State, and Ambaf-
fadors, or Minifters abroad,- and the
Intereft of about Thirteen Millions ow -
ing by the States- General.

The Standing-Forces in the Year 7o,

upon
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upon fo general a Peace, and after all
Reformations, were Twenty Six Thou-
fand Two Hundred Men, in Ten Regi-
ments of Horfe, confifting of Fifty
Troops; and Nineteen of Foot, con-
fifting of Three Hundred and Eighty
Companies. The conftant charge of
thefe Forces ftood them in Six Millions
One Hundred and Nineteen Thoufand
Gilders a Year.

Their Admiralties, in time of Peace,
maintain between Thirty and Fort
Men of War, employ’d in the feveral
Convoys of their Merchants Fleets, in
a Squadron of Eight or Ten Ships to
attend the A/gerines and other Corfairs
in the Mediterranean ; and fome always
lying ready in their Havens for any
fudden Accidents or Occafions of the
State. The common Expence of the
Admiralties in this Equipage, and the

‘Built gf Ships, 1s about Six Millions a

Year.

Befides the Debt of the Generalty,
the Province of Holland owes about
Sixty Five Millions, for which they pay
Intereflt at Four in the Hundred; but

-with fo great Eafe and Exa&nefs both

in Principal and Intereft, that no Man
ever demands it twice; they might
) take
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take up whatever Mony they defir'd.
Whoever is admitted to bring in his
Mony; takes it for a great deal of Fa-
vour; and when they pay off any
part of the Principal, thofe, it belongs
to, receive it with Tears, n6t knowing
How to difpofe of it to Intereft, with
fuch Safety and Eafe. And the com-
mon Revenue of particular Men lies
much in the Cantores, either of the Ge-
nerality, or the feveral Provinces, which
are the Regiftries of thefe publick
Debts.

Of the feveral Impofts and Excifes,
thofe that are upon certain, and immo-
vable Pofleflions (as Houfesand Lands)
are colle¢ted by the Magiftrates of the
feveral Places, and by them paid in to
the Receivers, becaufe both the Num-
ber and Value of them are conftant,
and eafily known. Thofe which arife
out of uncertain Confumptions, are all
fet out to Farm; and to him that bids
moft, fome every Three Months, fome
every Six, and fome yearly.

The Colle&tion, Receipt and Daftri-
bution of all Publick Monies, are
made, without any Fee to Officers,
who receive certain conftant Salaries
from the State, which they dare not
' encreafe
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encreafe by any private Pracices, or
Extortions: So, whoever has a Bill of
any publick Debt, has fo niuch ready
Mony in his Coffers, being paid cer-
tainly at call, without charge or trou-
ble; and aflign’d over in any Payment;
like the beft Bill of Exchange.

The extraordinary Revenue is, when
upon fome great Occafions, or Wars;
the Generality agrees to any extraor-
dinary Contributions: As fometimes
the Hundredch Penny of the Eftates of
all the Inhabitants; Pole, or Chimney-
mony ; or any other Subfidies, and
Payments, according as they can agree;
and the Occafions require; which have
fometime reach’d fo far, as eveh to an
Impofition upon every Man that tra-
vels in the common Ways of their
Country, by Boat, or in a Coach; in
Wagon, or on Horleback.

By all thefe means, in the firft Year
of the Englifp War, 1n 1665, there
were raifed in the Provinces, Forty
Millions, of which Twenty Two in the
Province of Holland. And upon the
Bithop of Mun/fter’s invadinﬁ them, at
the {ume time by Land, they had in
the Year 66, above Threefcore Thou-
fand Land-men in Pay ; and a Fleet

of
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of above an Hundred Men of War at
Sea. ,

The Greatnefs of this Nation, at that
time, feems juftly to have rais’d the
Glory of ours; which, during the
Years 65 and 66, maintained a War,
not only againft this Powerful State;
but againft the Crowns of France and
Denmark, in Conjun&tion with them:
And all, at a time, when this King-
dom was forced to ftruggle at home
with the calamitous Effeéts of a rag-
ing Plague, that, in Three Months of
the firft Year, {wept away incredible
numbers of People; and of a prodi-
gious Fire, that, in Three Days of the
fecond, laid in Afhes that Ancient and
Famous City of LONDON, (the
Heart and Center of our Commerce
and Richesy) confuming the greateft
part of its Buildings, and an im-
menfe Proportion of its Wealth. Yer,
in the midft of thefe fatal Accidents,
thofe Two Summers were renowned
with Three Battels of the mightieft
Fleets that ever met upon the Ocean;
whereof Two were determined by
entire and unqueftion’d Vi&ories, and
Purfuit of our Enemies into their

very
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very Havens. The Third having bes
gun by the unfortunate Divifion of

our Fleet, with the odds of Ninety

of their Ships againft Fifty of ours;
and, in fpight of fuch Difadvanta-
ges, having continued, or bcen re-
newed for Three Days together (where-
in we were every Morning the Ag-
greflors,) ended at laft by the equal
and mutual Weaknefs and Wearinefs
of both Sides; the Maims of Ships
and Tackling, with Want of Powder
and Ammunition : Having left unde-
cided the greateft Ation that will
perhaps appear upon Record of any
Story. And in this Battel, Monfieur
de Wit confefs’d to me; That we
gain’d more Honour to our Nation,
and to the invincible Courage of our
Sea-men, than by the other Two Vi-
&ories. That he was fure, their Men
could never have been brought on the
two following Days, after the Difad-
vantages of the firft; and he believ’d
no other Nation was capable of it, but
Ours. :

I will not judge, how we came to
fail of a glorious Peace in the Six
Months next fucceeding, after fth.e

or-
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fortune of our laft Victory, and with

the Honour of the War: But as

any rough Hand can break a Bone;
whereas much Art and Care are requi-
red to fet it again, and reftore it to
its firft Strength and Proportion: So
tis an eafie part in a Minifter of
State, to engage a War; but ’tis gi-
ven to few to know the Times, and
find the Ways, of making Peace. Yert
when after the fenfible Events of an
unfortun.:te Negligence, an indiffe-
rent Treaty was concluded at Breda
in 67 ; within Six Months following;
by an Alliance with this State in
Fanuary, 1668. (which was receiv’d
with incredible Joy and Applaufe
among them,) His Majefty became
the unqueftioned Arbiter of all the
Affairs of Chriftendom; made a Peace
between the two Great Crowns, at
Aix-la-Chapelle, which was avowed
by all the World, to be perfe&tly His
Own; and was received with equal
Applaufe of Chriftian Princes abroad,
and of his Subje&ts at home; and
for Three Years fucceeding, by the
unthaken Alliance and Dependance of

the United States, His Majefty re-
S mained
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mained Abfolute Mafter of the Peace
of Chriftendom, and in a Pofture of

giving Bounds to the greateft, as well

as Prote&ion to the weakeft; of his
Neighbours.

CHAP.




C H AP VIIL
The Cdu_/éy bf their FALL, in 16 72,
T muft be avowed, That as This

State, in the Courfe and Progrefs of
1ts Greatnefs for fo many Years paft,

has thined like a Comet; f{o in the.

Revolutions of this laft Summer, It
feem’d to fall like a Meteor; and has
equally amazed the World by the one
and the other: When we confider
fuch a Power and Wealth, as was re-
lated in the laft Chapter, to have
falien 1n a manner proftrate within the
fpace of One Month: So many Fron-
tier Towns, renowned in the Sieges
and A&ions of the Spanifh Wars, en-
ter’d like open Villages by the French
Troops, without Detence or almoft De-
nial: Motft of them without any Blows
at all, and all of them with {o few :
Their great Rivers, that were efteem-
ed an invincible Security to the Pro-
vinces of Holland and Utrechr, pafled
with as much Eafe; and as fmall Refift-

' S 2 ances;
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ances, as little Fords: And in fhort,
the very hearts of a Nation {o valiant
of old againft Rome, {o obftinate againft
Spain, now fubdued, and, in 2 man-
ner, abandoning all before their Dan-
ger appear’d: We may juftly have our
Recourfe to the fecret and fixed periods
of all Human Greatnefs, for the Ac-
count of fuch a Revolution: Or rather,
to the unfearchable Decrees, and irrefi-
ftible Force, of Divine Providence ;
though it feems not more impious to
queftion it, than to meafure it by our
Scale; or reduce the Iflues and Moti-
ons of that Eternal Will and Power, to
a Conformity with what is efteemed
Juft, or Wile, or Good, by the ufual
Confent, or the narrow Comprehenfion
of poor Mortal Men.

- But, as in the fearch, and confidera-
tion, even of things patural and com-
mon, our Talent, Y fear, is to Talk
rather than to Know; fo we may be
allow’d to Enquire and Reafon upon
all things, while we do not pretend
to Cerrainty, or call that Undeniable

“Truth, which is every Day dény’q by

Ten Thoufand ; nor thofe Opinions
Unreafonable, which we know te be
held by fuch, as we allow te be Rea-

fonable
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fonable Men, I fhall therefore fet down
fuch Circumftances, as to mef{cem moft
evidently to have confpired in this Re-
volution; leaving the Caufes lefs difcer-
nible, to the fearch of more difcerning
Perfons.

And firft, I take their vaft Trade,
which was an Occafion of their Great-
nefs, to have been One likewife of
their Fall, by having wholly diverted
the Genius of their Native Subjeéts,
and Inhabitants, from Arms, to Traf-
fick, and the Arts of Peace; leaving
the whole Fortune of their later Wars,
to be managed by Foreign and Mer-
cenary Troops ; which much abafed
the Courage of their Nation, (as was
obferved in another Chapter,) and
made the Burghers of fo little moment
towards the Defence of their Towns ;
whereas in the famous Sieges of Har-
lem, Alemar, and Leyden, They had
made fuch brave and fierce Defences,
as broke the Heart of the Spanih Ar-
mies, and the Fortune of their Af-
fairs.

- Next, was the Peace of Munfter,
which had left them now, for above
Twenty Years, too fecure of all Inva-

fions, or Enemies at Land; and fo
S 3 turn’d
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turn’d their whole Application to the
Strength of their Forces at Sea; which
have been fince exercifed with two Ez-
glifh Wars in that time, and enlivened

-with the fmall yearly Expeditions intc

the Strejghts againft the Algerines, and
other Corfairs of the Mediterranean.

Another was, their too great Parfi-
mony, in Reforming o many of their
beflt Foreign Officers and Troops, up-
on the Peace of Munfler; whofe Va-
lour and Condu& had been fo great
Occafions of inducing Spazn to the
Counfels and Conclufions of that
Treaty.

But the greateft of all others, that
concurr’d to weaken, and indeed break,
the ftrength of their Land-Milice, was,
the Alteration of- their State, which

happen’d by the Perpetual Edic? of

Holland and Weft-Friezland, upon the

Death of the laft Prince of Orange,
for Exclufion of the Power of Stadt-
helder in their Province, or at leaft
the Separation of it from the Charge
of Caprain-General. Since that time,
the main Defign and Application of
thofe Provinces, has been, to work out,
by degrees, all the old Officers, both
I\;,ativc and Foreign, who had been

i . for-
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formerly Sworn to the Prince of Orange,

and were ftill thought affetionate to
the Intereft of that Family; and to fill
the Commands of their Army, with the
Sons, or Kinfmen, of Burgomafters,
and other Officers, or Deputies in the
State, whom they efteem’d fure to the
Contftitutions of their Popular Govern-
ment, and good enough for an Age,
where they faw no Appearance of Enc-
my at Land to attack ’em.

But the Humour of Kindnefs to the
young Prince, both in the People, and
Army, was not to be diffolved, or dif-
perfed, by any Medicines, or Operati-
ons, ecither of Rigour or Artifice; but
grew up infenfibly, with the Age of the
Prince, ever prefaging fome Revolu-
tion in the State, when he fhould
come to the Years of afpiring, and ma-
naging the general Affeltions of the
Pecople; being a Prince, who joined
to the great Qualities of his Royal
Blood, the popular Virtues of his
Country; Silent and Thoughtful; giv-
en to Hear, and to Enquire; of a
found and fteady Underftanding; much
Firmnefs in what he once refolves, or
once denies; great Induftry and Appli-
cation to his Bufinefs, little to his

S 4 Plea-
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Pleafures; Piety in the Religion of
his Country, but with Charity to o-
thers ; Temperance unufual to his
Youth, and to the Climate; Frugal in
the common management of his For-

~ tune, and yet Magnificent upon Occa-

fion ; of great Spirit and Heart, a-
{piring to the Glory of Military A&i-
ons, with {trong Ambition to grow
Great, but rather by the Service, than
the Servitude, of his Country. In thort,
‘A Prince of many Virrues, without any
appearing mixture of Vice. ’
In the Englifb War, begun the Year
65. the States disbanded all the Englifh
Troops that were then left 1n their Ser-
vice, difperfing the Ofhicers and Soldi-
crs of our Nation, who ftaid with them,
into other Companies, or Regiments, of
their own. After the French Invafion
of Flanders, and the firi&t Alliance
between England and Holland in 68.

they did the fame by all the French

that were remaining in their Service.
So as the feveral Bodies of thefe two
Nations, which had ever the greateft
part in the Honour and Fortune of
their Wars, were now wholly diffolv’d,
and their ftanding-Milice compofed in

a manner, all of thewr own. Natives,

cncr-
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enervated by the long Ufes and Arts of
Traflick, and of Peace.

But they were too great a Match
for any of the fmaller Princes their
Neighbours in Germany; and too fe-
cure of any Danger from Spain, by
the knowledge of their Forces, as well
as Difpolitions ; and being firictly
Allied both with England and Sueden,
in Two feveral Defenfive Leagues, and
in one common Triple Alliance; they
could not forefee any Danger from
France, who, they thought, would ne-
ver have the Courage, or Force, to en-
ter the Lifts with {o mighty Confede-
rates; and who were fure of a Con-
junétion, whenever they pleafed, both
with the Emperor and Spain.

Befides, they knew that Fraumce
could not attack them, without paf-
fing through Flanders, or Germany :
They were fure Spazn would not fufter
1t through the firft, if they were back’d
in oppoling it, as forcfeeing the in-
evitable Lots of Flanders, upon that of
Holland : And they could hardly be-
lieve, the Paflage thould be yielded by
a German Prince, contrary to the ex-
prefs Will and Intentions of the Em-
peror, as well as the common Interefts
4 of

165§
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of the Empire: So that they hop’d the
War would, atleaft, openin their Neigh-
bours Provinces, for whofe Defence
they refolv’d to employ the whole Force
of their State. And would have made’
a mighty Refiftance, if the Quarrel had
begun at any other Doors, but their
own.

They could not imagine a Conjun-
&ion between England and France, for
the Ruin of their State ; for, being
unacquainted with: our Contftitutions,
they did not forefee, how we fhould

- find our Intereft in it, and meafured

all States, by that which They efteemed
to be their Intereft. Nor could they
bclieve, that other Princes and States
of Europe woull fuffer fuch an Additi.
an to be made to the Power of France,
as a Conqueft of Holland.

" Befides thefe publick Confiderations,
therc were others particular to the
Fa&ions among them: And fome of
their Minifters were neither forward
nor fupple enough to endeavour the
early breaking, or diverting, fuch Con-
jun&ures, as threaten’d them; becaufe
they were not without Hopes, they
might end in renewing their broken
Meafures with Franceé ; which thofe l?f
o the
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the Commonwealth-Party were more
enclin’d to, by forefeeing the Influence
that their Alliances with England muft
needs have in time, towards the refto-
ring of the Prince of Orange’s Autho-
rity : And they thought at the wortt,
that whenever a pinch came, they could
not fail of a fafe Bargain in one Mar-
ket or other, having {o vaft a Treafure
ready to employ upon any good Occa-
fion.

Thefe Confiderations madethem comy
mit Three fatal Overfights in their Fo-
reign Negotiations : For they made
an Alliance with Eng/and, without én-
gaging a Confidence and Friendfhip :
They broke their meafures wich France,
without clofing new ones with Spain :
And they reckon’d upon the Afliftances
of Sweder, and their Neighbour-Princes
of Germany, without making them fure
by Subfidiary Advances, betore a War
began.
~ Laftly, the Prince of Orange was
approaching the Two and Twentieth
Year of his Age, which the Srates of
"Holland had, fince their Alliance with
His Majefty in 1668, ever pretended,
fhould be the time of advancing him
to the Charge of Captain-General, and

' N Admiral
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Admiral of their Forces, though with-
out that of Stadtholder. But the nearer
they drew to this Period, which was
like to make a new Figure in their
Government; the more defirous fome
of their Minifters feemed, either to de-
cline, or to reftrain it. On the other
fide, the Prince grew confident upon
the former Promifes, or, at leaft, Inti-
mations, of Holland, and the concur-
ring Difpofitions of the other Six Pro-
vinces to his Advancement: And his
Party, fpiriced by their hopes, and the
great Qualicies of this young Prince,
(now grown ripe for Aétion, and for
Enterprize, ) refolv’d to bring this point
to a fudden Decifion ; againft which,
the other Party prepar’d, and united
all their Defences; fo, as this ftrong
Difeafe, that had been fo long working
in the very Bowels of the Stare, feem’d
juft upon its Crifis ; when a Conjun-
&ion of Two mighty Kings brought
upon them a fudden and furious Inva-
fion by Land and Sea, at the fame time,
by a Royal Fleet, of above Fourfcore
Ships; and an Army, of as many Thou-
{and Men.

" When the States faw this Cloud rea-
dy to break upon them, (afteralongfe}

o ief
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lief, that it would blow over,) they
becan, not only to provide fhelter at
home, with their ufual Vigour; but to
look out for it abroad, tho’ toth too
late. Of the Princes that were their
Allies, or concern’d in their Danger,
fuch as were far off could not be in
time; the nearer were unwilling to
fhare in a danger they were not enough
prepar’d for; moft were content to fce
the Pride of this State humbled; fome,
the Injuries, they had receiv’d from
them, reveng'd; many would have
them mortify’d, that would not have
them deftroy’d; and fo all refolv’d to
leave them to weather the Storm, as
they could, for one Campania; which,
they did not believe, could go far to-
wards their Ruin, confidering the great-
nefs of their Riches, number of their
Force, and Strength of their Places.
The State, 1n the mean time, had en-
creas’d their Troops to Seventy Thou-
fand Men, and had begun to repair the
Fortifications of their Frontier Towns:
‘But fo great a length of their Coun-
try lay open to the French Invafion,
by the Territories of Colen and Liege;
and to the Bithop of Munfter, (their
inveterate Enemy,) by Wefiphalia;that

they
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they knew not where to expe&, or
provide againft, the firft Danger: And
while they divided their Forces and
Endeavours towards the fecuring of f{o
many Garrifons, they provided for
none to any purpofe but Maeftricht ;
which the French left behind them;
and fell in upon the Towns of the
Rbine, and the Heart of their Pro-
vinces. ‘

Befides, Thofe Minifters, who had
ftill the Dire&ion of Affairs, bent their
chief Application to the Strength and
Order of their Fleet, rather than of
their Army: Whether more peck’d at
England than France, upon the War
and manner of entring into it; Or, be-
lieving that a Vitory at Sea would be
the way to a Peace with this Crown;
Or, hoping their Towns would not fall
{o faft, but that, before Three or Four
were loft, the Bufinefs at Sea would
be decided; Or, perhaps content, that
fome ill Succefles fhould attend the
Prince of Qrange at his firft Entrance
upon the Command of their Armies,
and th-oreby contribute to their Defigns
of reftaining his Authority; while they
were forced to lcave him the Name of
Captain-General. This, indeed, was not

likely
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likely to fail, confidering the ill Con-
fticution of their old Army, the hafty
Levies of their new, and the height of
the Fa&ions now broken out in the
State; which left both the Towns and
the Troops in fufpence, under whofe
Banners they fought, and by whofe
Orders they were to be govern’d, the
Prince’s; or the States.

There happen’d, at the fametime, an
Accident unufual to their Climate,which
was a mighty Drowth in the Begin-
ning of the Summer, that left their Wa-
ters fordable in places, where they us’d
to be navigable for Boats of greateft
Burthen. And this gave them more
Trouble and Diftra&ion in the Defence,
as their Enemies more Facility in the
Paflage, of thofe great Rivers, which
were efteem’d no {mall Security of their
Country.

And in this pofture were the Affairs
of this Commonwealth, when the War
broke out, with thofe fatal Events, that
muft needs actend any Kingdom, or
State, wherc the Violence of a Foreign
Invafion happens to meet with the di-
ftratted eftate of a Domeftick Sedition
or Difcontent, which, like 11l Humours
in a Body, make any fmall Wound dan-

gerous;
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gefous, and a great one mortal. They
were ftill a great Body, but without
their ufual Soul; they were a State,
but it was of the Dif2united Provinces.
Their Towns were without Order;
their Burgers without Obedience; their
Soldiers without Dilcipline ; and all
without Heart: W hereas, in all Sieges,
the Hearts of Men defend the Walls,
and not Walls the Men: And, indeed,
1t was the Name of England, joining
in the Wat againft them, that broke
their Hearts, and contributed more to
the lofs of fo many Towns, and fo
much Country, than the Armies of
Munfier, or of France. So that, upon-
all Circumftances confider’d, it feems
eaffer to give an Account, what it was
that loft them fo much, than what
fav’d them the reft.

No Man at play fees a very great
Game, either in his own, or another’ss
Hand, unexpeétedly loft, but he is apt
to confider, whether it could have been
faved; and how it ought to have been
play’d. The fame Enquiry will be na-
tural upon the Falt of this State, and
very difficult to refolve. ,

After the mighty - Growth of the

French, and Decay of the Spanifb Powers
: which
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which drew on the Invafion of Flan-
ders in 1667. This State had a very
hard Game to play ; either they muft
fee Flanders wholly loft, and France
grown to confine upon them, (whom
they liked as an Ally, but dreaded as
a Nrighbour:) Or elfe, they muft join
with France to divide Flanders between
them; but they knew what it was to
fhare with the Lion: Or, they muft
join with Spain to defend Flanders
againft France, that is, with their old
Enemy, againft their old Friend : Or
laftly, They muft join with England
for the Defence of Flanders ; neither
breaking wich France, nor clofing with
Spain; and frame an Arbitrage, but of
fomething a rough Nature; rather pre-
fcribing than mediating a Peace, and
threatning a War upon that Crown
that refus’d it.

They chofe the laft, and wifely, as
all Men thought; but though this Al-
liance was happily planted, yet it was
unhappily cultivated, and fo the Fruit
came to fall, and the Root to wither
upon the firft change of Seafons, in
fuch a manner, and to fuch a degree;
as we have lately feen. Whether they
could have prevented a Conjunéion

' of
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of England with France, fhall be no
part of my Subje&t; for I pretend not
to know, or to tell, Secrets of State
and intend thefe, not for the Obferva-
tions of an Ambaffador, but of a pri-
vate Man as [ am, andfuchasany Gen-
tleman might eafily have made, who
had refided above Two Years, as I did,

“in Holland ; and had been, as I was, a

lictle enclin’d to obferve. 1 fhall onl

fay, That the Conjun&ion of England
with France was to this State, like one
of thofe Difeafes, which, the Phyficians
fay, are hard to difcern, while they are
cafie to cure; but when once they
come to be plainly difcover’d, they are

' paft remedy.

But, as Holland had ever defended
it {elf againft Spazn; by England and
France 5 {o it ought to have done
againft France, by England and Spain,
and provided early againft their own
Danger, as well as that of Flanders,
by improving and advancing their Con-
tederate League with England and Sue-
den, 1nto a ftri& Defenfive-Alliance

“ with Spazn, as a Principal in the League.

And by agrceing with that Crown, to

furnith bctween them fome conftant

Subfidiary Payments to Sweden, for the
; ) © fup-
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fupport of their ftanding Forces, cven
in time of Peace. This was the defire
of Spain, the Intereft of all that meant
to fecure the Peace of Chriftendom ;
and the Opinien of fome of the Dutch
Minifters, though not of the Chiefeft,
*till it was too late: And the Omiflion
of this, was the greateft Fault ever
committed in their Politicks; and pro-
ceeded in a great meafure from therr
ancient Animofity to Spasn; which, as
1t was thc Beginning, fo, by this Ef-
fe&, it almoft prov’d the End of their
State.

When the War began in the midft
of the Conjuntures related, ’tis hard
to {ay, what could havedefended them:
But as Men in a Town, threaten’d with
a mighty Siege, abandon their Suburbs,
and flight thofe Out-works which are
either weak of themfelves, or not well
defenfible for want of Men; and re-
folve only to make good thofe Polts
which they are able fully to Man, and
eafily to relieve ; becaufe the lofs of
every fmall Out-work does not only
weaken the Number, but fink the Cou-
rage, of the Garrifon within,

So this State, which came to be in
a manner befieg’d by the mighty and

2 nume-
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numerous Armies of France and of
Munfter, ought, in my Opinion, to
have left themfelves but Three Out-
works tomaintain;; (I mean, Three Pofts
franding without the Lines, that enclo-
{ed the main Body of their Provinces:)
Thefe thould have been Maeftricht, We-

Sfel and Coeverden. They fhould have

flighted all the reft of their places, that
lzy without thefe upon the Rbine, or
in Overyffel ; and drawn the Men into
thefe Towns; {o as to have left them
rather like Camps, than Garrifons ; that
is, Eight Thoufand Foot, and Two
Thoufand Horle in Maeftricht, as many
in Wefel, and half the number in Coe-
verden, 1f the place would contain
them; if not, they might have form’d
and fortify’d a Camp, with fomething
a greater number, upon the next Pafs
into Friezland and Groninguen.

Of the reft of their Horfe, (which
were, I fuppofe, about Five Thoufand)
with at leaft Fifteen Thoufand Foot,
they fhould have form'd a great ftand-
ing Camp, within their Rivers, fome-
where near Arnhem ; fortify’d it with
Cannon, and all the Art that could be;
furnifh’d it with the greateft care, and

plenty of Provifions. - The remainder
: of
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of their Infantry would bave been
enough for the reft of their Garrifons;
of which the Towns upon the 7/,
Doesburgh, Zutphen, Daventer, and
Swoll, would have been in a manner
flank’d (tho’ at fome diftance) by the
ftrong Garrifons of Wefe/ and Coever-
den ; and breafted by the main Camp.

If, with this Difpofition of their For-
ces, they had provided well for the
Strength and Defence of Skinkfconce,
Nimmeguen and Grave, (which would
likewifc have lain within all the Cover
of thefe Out-Pofts: ) They might, for
ought I know, have expetted the War
without lofing the Heart and Steadi.
nefs of their Counfls, and not without
probability of making a D:fence wor-
thy the former Greatnefs and Atchicve-
ments of their State.

For a Siege of Maeftricht or Wefe!
(fo garrifon’d and refolutely defended, )
might not only have amus’d, but en-
danger’d, the French Armies; as Coever-
den might have done that of Munfler.

TheRefiftance of one of thefe Towns
would have encreas’d the Strength of
all thereft : For the Fortune of Bat.
tels, and Sieges, turns upon the Hearts
of Men, as they are more or lefs capa-

ble
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ble of general Confidences or Fears,
which are very much rais’d by Acci-
dents and Opinions. It would not
bave been within any common Rules,
to march fo far into the Country, as
to attack the Bgr/(e or Breda, Nimme-
gtien or Grave, leaving fuch Camps be-
hind, as thofe at Wefe/ and Maeftriche,
and having fo much a greater before
them, as chat about Arnbem. If any
of thefe Three Pofts had been loft, yet
it could not have happen’d without
good Conditions, and fo retiring the
Men to ftrengthen either the more in-
ward Garrifons, or the main Camp,
which would have lain ready to defend
the Paflts of their Rivers. And if, at
the worft, they had fail’d in this, yet
the French Army muft afterwards, €i-
ther have attacked a fortify’d Camp of
Twenty Thoufand Men, or left fuch an
Army behind them, when they march'd
towards Utrecht, and into the Heart of
the Provinces; both of which would
have been Attempts, that, I think,
have hardly been enterpriz’d with Suc-
cefs upon any Invafion.

There feems at leaft fome appear-
ance of Order and Conduét 1n this
Scheme of Defence; whereas there

was
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was none, in theirs: But perhaps the
greatnefs of the Tempeft from aboard,
and of the Fa&ions 4t home, either
 broke the Heart, or diftra&ted the Courfe,
of their Counfels. And befides, fuch
old Sea-men in fo ftrong a Ship, that
had weather’d {fo many Storms without
lofs, could not but think it hard, to
throw over-board fo much of their
Lading before this began. After all,
I know very well, that nothing is fo
hard, as to give wife Counfel before
Events; and nothing fo eafie, as, after
them, to make wife Refle¢tions. Many
things feem true in Reafon, and prove
falfe in Experience: Many, that are
weakly confulted, are executed with
Succefs. Therefore, to conclude, we
muft all acknowledge, that Wifdom
and Happinefs dwell with God alone ;
and, among Mortal Men, (both of their
Perfons and their States,) thofe are
the wifeft, that commit the feweft Fol-
lies; and thofe the happieft, that meet
with the feweft Misfortunes.
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