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25 The differences between the percentage 
changes in the equivalence-adjusted Atkinson 
measure based on each epsilon were not statisti-
cally significant. The difference between the per-
centage changes in the money income Atkinson 
measure based on e=0.50 and e=0.75 was not 
statistically significant.

26 A full-time, year-round worker is a person 
who worked 35 or more hours per week (full-
time) and 50 or more weeks during the previous 
calendar year (year-round). For school personnel, 
summer vacation is counted as weeks worked if 
they are scheduled to return to their job in the 
fall. For detailed information on work experi-
ence, see Table PINC-05, “Work Experience in 
2010—People 15 Years Old and Over by Total 
Money Earnings in 2010, Age, Race, Hispanic  
Origin, and Sex” at <www.census.gov/hhes 
/www/income/dinctabs.html>.

Figure 2.
Female-to-Male Earnings Ratio and Median Earnings of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers 
15 Years and Older by Sex: 1960 to 2009

Note:  Data on earnings of full-time, year-round workers are not readily available before 1960. For information on recessions, see Appendix A.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2009 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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money income inequality measures. 
The equivalence-adjusted Gini index 
increased 23.8 percent compared 
with 17.9 percent for the money 
income Gini index; the equivalence-
adjusted MLD increased 88.9 percent 
compared with 44.7 percent for the 
money income MLD; the equivalence-
adjusted Theil index increased 58.9 
percent compared with 40.4 per-
cent for the money income Theil 
index; and the equivalence-adjusted 
Atkinson measure increased at 
e=0.25 by 55.7 percent, at e=0.50 
by 53.2 percent, and e=0.75 by 54.6 
percent compared with 36.6 per-
cent, 32.9 percent, and 30.9 percent, 
respectively for the money income 
Atkinson measure at each epsilon.25

Work Experience and Earnings

The number of working men and 
women aged 15 and older with earn-
ings decreased between 2008 and 
2009—men decreased by 2.1 million 
to 81.9 million and women decreased 
by 1.6 million to 73.0 million (Figure 
3 and Table A-4). The number of 
full-time, year-round workers also 
decreased.26 The number of men 
who worked full-time, year-round 
decreased by 3.8 million (to 56.1 
million), and the number of women 
who worked full-time, year round 

decreased by about 939,000 (to 43.2 
million) between 2008 and 2009. An 
estimated 68.4 percent of working 
men with earnings and 59.2 percent 
of working women with earnings 
worked full-time, year-round in 2009, 
a decline of 2.8 percentage points for 
men (from 71.2 percent in 2008); for 
women, the change was not statisti-
cally significant. 

The 2009 median earnings of all 
working men aged 15 and older, 
regardless of work experience, was 
$36,331, not statistically different 
from the 2008 median in real terms; 
while that of their female counterparts 
increased by 1.9 percent to $26,030 
(Table A-4). Meanwhile, both men and 
women who worked full-time, year-
round experienced increases in real 
median earnings between 2008 and 
2009. Median earnings increased 2.0 
percent for full-time, year-round work-
ing men (from $46,191 to $47,127) 


