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B I R D S .

ORDER

P IC jE.

BUCEROS. HORNBILL.

Generic Character.

R o stru m  m a g n u m , e x t ro r -  

su in  s e r ra tu m , m a n d ib u la  

su p e r io re  (p le r isq u e )  a p -  

p en d ice  a u c ta .

N ares  parvae, ro tu n d a tx ,  

p o n e  ro s tr i  basin.

P aljtebrte  ciliis validis cinctsc.

L in g u a  brev issim a, su b tr ia n 

g u la ris , p lan a .

C rura  va lida , b rev ia  : p ed es  

g resso rii.

B il l  v e ry  Ja rg e , s e r ra te d  in 

an  o u tw ard  d ire c tio n , an d  

f  u rn ished  ( i n m ost species) 

w ith  a  la rg e  a p p e n d ix  on 

th e  u p p e r  m and ib le .

N o str ils  sm all, ro u n d ,  b e 

hind th e  base  o f  th e  bill.

E y e lid s  s tro n g ly  c ilia ted .

T ongue  v e ry  sh o r t ,  su h tr i-  

a n g u la r ,  flat.

L eg s  sh o r t a n d  s t r o n g : fee t 

g resso ria l.

JL HE birds of this remarkable genus may be 
considered as holding the same rank in the old 
continent with the Toucans in the new. Like the 
Toucans they are distinguished by the enormous 
size of their beaks, which, in most species, are ren
dered still more extraordinary by the addition of a 

v. vm . v. i. 1



2 H O R N I S I L L .

large prominence or appendix seated on the upper 
mandible, differing in shape in the different spe
cies. The Hornbills may be said to be both car
nivorous and frugivorous, feeding not only on va
rious berries and other vegetable substances, but 
also on any putrid animal substances, and not un- 
frequently on many of the smaller kind of living 
animals, as mice, birds, &c. but perhaps principally 
on insects. Their large bills are of much less real 
than apparent strength, the substance being not 
solid, but of a cancellated internal structure: the 
mandibles are serrated in an outward direction, and 
the serratures are often irregular, owing to the in
jury  the bill occasionally receives during its em
ployment in seizing on various vegetable and ani
mal matters. The Hornbills vary much in the 
appearance of the bill during the different periods 
of their age: the process or appendix not exhibiting 
its genuine form till the full growth of the bird; a 
circumstance which, added to the difference between 
the males and females, often causes great difficulty 
in the determination of the species.
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Buceros Rhinoceros. B. nigcr, caudu apice alba, roitro JlavesceHte, 

galea ricurt ata supra rubra.

Black Hornbill, with white-tipped tail, yellowish beak, and recurr
ed casque red above.

Buceros Rhinoceros. B. cornu mandibulari froittis rccurvata, Lin .

Si/st. N at. • jfflB

Rhinoceros Avis. Aldrov. 1. p. 84. Bet/, mus. t. 20.
Horned Indian Raven, or Rhinoceros Bird. W ill, oi n. p. 127, 

Ed~x.pl. 281. B. P l.E n l.y 3 4 , N a t. Misc. 2. pi. 41. 

Rhinoceros Hornbill. I,nth. syn.

Lc Calao-Rhinoceros. Levaill. Cal, pi. 1.-2.

T h i s ,  which is perhaps the most femarkable of 
all the species yet known, is well described and 
ligim d in Monsr. Levaillant’s work on the rarer 
birds of India and America. Monsr. Levaillant 
however is mistaken in supposing that the bill 
alone had hitherto made its appearance in modern 
collections, since a very fine and complete speci
men existed in the Leverian Museum, and which 
was long ago figured in the Naturalist’s Miscellany. 
Monsr. Levaillant had the good fortune to con
template this species in a living state, a specimen 
having been brought, during his residence at the 
Cape of Good Hope, from the island of Java in 
the East Indies, its native residence. The general 
size of the Rhinoceros Hornbill is that of a hen 
turkey, but its shape is more slender in proportion : 
the neck is of moderate length, and the tail slightly 
ouneated * the colour of the whole bird is black,
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except the lower part of the abdomen and tip of 
the tail, which are while: the bill, which is enor
mous in proportion to the bird, measures about 
ten inches in length, and is of a slightly curved 
shape, sharp-pointed, serrated in a somewhat irre
gular manner on the edges, and furnished at the 
base of the upper mandible with an extremely 
large process, continued for a considerable space 
in a parallel direction with the bill, and then turned 
upwards in a contrary direction, or in the manner 
of a reverted horn: this process is divided into two 
portions by a longitudinal black line, the part above 
the line being of a bright red, the part below yellow, 
and the back part or rising base, next the head, 
black! the bill itself is of similar colour with the 
process, being black at the base, the remainder 
yellow, tinged with bright red towards the base: 
the legs are short, strong, and of a pale yellow 
colour. In the specimen described by Monsr. 
Levaillant the abdomen was entirely black; the 
tail, as in the above described specimen, tipped 
with white, and the whole plumage exhibited a 
slight blueish gloss when exposed to a strong light: 
the eyes were blackish; the eye-lashes long, black, 
and flattish. This bird was of a timid disposition, 
endeavouring to conceal itself from view, and of a 
dull and heavy appearance. It did not walk, but 
hopped along in the manner of a crow. The only 
appearance of liveliness which it exhibited was 
when its food was brought by the person who had 
the care of it: at such times it ran forwards with 
extended wings, opening its bill and uttering a
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slight scream of joy. It was fed with biscuit 
steeped in water, flesh either raw or dressed, rice, 
pease, &c. Monsr. Levaillant one day offered it 
some newly killed small birds which he had lately 
shot, and which it readily devoured entire, after 
bruising them for a considerable time in its bill. 
It was said also, during its voyage from India, to 
have always pursued rats and mice whenever it 
perceived them, though it never was nimble enough 
to catch one. Its monstrous bill, which at first 
appears so formidable a weapon, is by no means 
such in reality, and Monsr. Levaillant assures us 
that he several times put his hand into the bill 
without feeling the slightest pain, though the bird 
exerted all its endeavours to wound it. Monsr. 
Levaillant adds, that the Hornbills in general are, 
in his opinion, naturally carnivorous, all those 
which he observed in Africa feeding on serpents, 
lizards, insects, &c. and sometimes on carrion.

1 must not omit to observe that the specimen of 
the Rhinoceros Hornbill in the Leverian Museum 
differed from that described by Monsr. Levaillant 
in having the lower part of the belly, and the tail 
white, the latter marked by a broad black bar across 
the middle; agreeing in this respect with the de
scription given by Brisson.



A F R I C A N  H O K N B I L L .

Buceros Africanus. Ii. mgcr subcrislulus, abdotnine allw, galea 

atcendcnte supra plana.

Slightly-crested black Hornbill, with white abdomen, and ascend

ing casqne flat at top.
Buceros Africanus. B . niger subcristatus, fronte ossea plana an- 

trnrsum mibulata, corpore nigro, abdumine rectricibusquc apict 

albis. Lath. hid. om .

Rhinoceros Avis. Will. urn. I. 1 J . f .  2 . Bed. mus. t. 9 . No. /  . 

Brae, ou Calao d'Afrique. huff. ois.

African Hornbill. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Labat and others as of the size of 
a turkey, and entirely of a black colour: the beak 
both in shape and colour seems considerably allied 
to that of the Rhinoceros Hornbill, but the process 
or casque runs strait forwards instead of reverting 
at the tip as in that species. A  specimen is said 
to have been in the Leyden Museum which differ
ed in having the abdomen and vent white, the head 
somewhat crested, and the tail tipped with white. 
Native of Africa.



C R E S C E N T  H O R N B IL L .

Buceros niger, femoribut caudie basi apiccqite albit, roitroJiattsetnH, 
galea sursum lunata.

Black Hornbill, with thighs, base, and tip o f tail w hite, yellowish 

bill, and casque lunated upwards.

Le Calao a casque en croissant. Levaill. Cat. pi. 13. '

A l l i e d  in size and general appearance to the 
Rhinoceros and two-horned Hornbills: colour black 
with a blueish gloss: thighs, vent, and tail tawny- 
white, but the latter crossed in the middle by a 
very broad black bar: bill of similar size and pro
portion to that of the Rhinoceros Hornbill, and of 
a  yellowish colour: the casque large, and shaped 
like a crescent or boat longitudinally affixed by its 
bottom to the ridge of the upper mandible: it is 
not concave at the top, but flattened, and the two 
ends rise up one before and the other behind the 
base of the mandible, that in front somewhat ex
ceeding the length of the other: the legs are short 
and of a brown colour. Native of Java, where, 
according to the account of a Dutch officer, com
municated to Monsr. Levaillant, it frequents large 
woods, uniting in troops in order to devour carrion.
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Buceros Monoceroi. B. subcri*tatus niger, abdomine lateribusque 

rectricum albis, rostro Jlavescente, galea compressa ant ice acuminata 

supra nigra.
Slightly-crested Black Hornbill, with abdomen and sides of the 

tail-feathers white; the bill yellowish, with compressed casque 

black above and pointed in front.

Buceros Malabaricus. ? Lath. ind. om.

Pied Hornbill. ? la th . syn.

L e Calao Unicorne. Lcvaill. Cat. pi. g. 10. 11. 12.

T in s  species has been well described by the 
Count de BuiTon under the name of Calao de Ma
labar. “ It was brought, says he, from Pondi
cherry, and lived the whole of the summer in the 
court yard of the Marchioness de Pons, who was 
so obliging as to present it to me. It was as large 
as a common Raven, or twice as large as a crow, 
measuring two feet and a half in length from the 
tip of the bill to that of the tail, which it had lost 
in its passage to France, and which, though be
ginning to grow again, had by no means attained 
its full length; so that we may presume the whole 
length of the bird may be about three feet: the 
bill was eight inches long, and two broad, and was 
bent fifteen lines from the strait position: the 
second bill, if it may be so called, sat, like a horn, 
close on the first, following its curvature, and ex
tending from the base to within two inches of the 
point: its height was two inches and two lines, so 
that, measuring in the middle, the bill, together

VNTCORN HORNBIJLL.



with its horn, formed the height of four inches: 
near the head they were both of them fifteen lines 
across: the horn was six inches long, and its extre
mity appeared to have been shortened and split by 
accident, so that we may reckon it to be half an 
inch longer: this horn, on the whole, has the shape 
of a real bill, truncated and closed at its extremity; 
but at the junction it is marked by a very percep
tible furrow, drawn near the middle, and following 
all the curvature of this false bill, which does not 
adhere to the skull, but its posterior portion, which 
rises on the head, is still more extraordinary; being 
naked and fleshy, and covered with living skin, 
through which this parasite member receives its nu
tritious juices: the true bill terminates in a blunt 
point, and is strong, consisting of a horny and 
almost bony substance, extended in laminas, the 
layers and undulations of which may be perceived: 
the false bill is much thinner, and may be even 
bent by the fingers: it is of a light substance, dis
posed internally into small cells, in some degree, as 
Edwards observes, resembling those of an honey
comb: Wormius says it consists of a matter like 
crab’s eyes: the false bill is black from the tip to 
three inches behind it, and there is a line of the 
same black at its origin, as well as at the root of 
the true bill: all the rest is yellowish white. Wor
mius observes the same thing, and adds that the 
inside of the bill and the palate are black. A 
white,*foldcd skin meets the root of the true bill 
above on both sides, and is inserted near the cor
ners of the bill in the black skin that encircles the

UNICOKN HOKNJJILL. 9
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eyes: the eyelid is furnished with long lashes arched 
behind: the eye is red-brown, and appears brighter 
or more animated when the bird is irritated: the 
head, which appears small in proportion to the 
enormous bill it supports, bears a considerable re
semblance to that of a Jay: the whole form of the 
bfcd seeming to be composed as it were of the 
feathers and movements of the Jay, Raven, and 
Magpie. These resemblances have struck most 
observers, and have obtained it the name of the 
Indian Raven, Horned Crow, and Horned Pie. 
The feathers of the head and neck were black, and 
it had the power of bristling them up like those of 
a jay : the back and wings were also black, and 
accompanied by a slight reflexion of green and 
violet: the breast and belly were of a dull white; 
the exterior quill-feathers tipped with white: the 
tail consisted of six white quills, black at the root, 
and four entirely black: the legs were black, scaly, 
thick, and strong, and the claws long, but not 
sharp. This bird hopped with both feet at once, 
forwards and sideways, like a jay or magpie: when 
at rest its head seemed to recline on its shoulders: 
when disturbed it swelled and raised itself with an 
air of boldness, but its general gait was heavy and 
dull; its resemblance to the raven and magpie 
giving it a kind of ignoble aspect, suited to its dis
position. It swallowed raw flesh, and would also 
eat lettuces, which it first bruised with its bill: it 
caught rats, and even devoured a small bird which 
was thrown to it alive: its voice was a short hoarse 
mroak; and it also uttered at intervals a sound



exactly similar to the clucking of a hen: it was 
fond of warmth, spreading its wings to the sun, 
and shuddering at a passing cloud or breeze: it 
lived only three months at Paris, dying before the 
end of summer.”

This species, according to Monsr. Levaillant, is 
found not only in Malabar, but in many other 
parts of India, as well as in Ceylon and other In
dian islands. Its length, according to this author, 
is thirty inches from the top of the head to the end 
of the tail, which itself measures twelve inches: its 
colour is black, glossed with green and purple; the 
breast, belly, thighs, and vent-feathers white: the 
three outer feathers both of the wings and tail^are 
white, the three outer tail-feathers, being somewhat 
shorter than the rest, cause the tail to be slightly 
rounded at the extremity: the low.er mandible, as 
Buflbn observes, is surrounded by a white wrinkled 
skin, and the orbits of the eyes by a black o ne : 
the casque or rostral appendix is flat on its hind 
part, where it is wider than in other parts, and is 
covered by the living skin of a black colour. This 
species, according to Levaillant, has the largest 
beak in proportion to its size of any bird of the 
genus, since it measures nine inches in length, and 
nearly five in depth, reckoning the appendix toge. 
ther with the beak: the mandibles are curved and 
strongly toothed: the casque is prolonged in front 
into a kind of horn, and is flat on the sides, and 
marked by two or three parallel furrows or streaks, 
i lie female differs from the male in size, being 
rather smaller, and in having the casque less ele.-

I COR N llORN'JBI UL‘. 11
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vated and its point less prominent. These birds 
frequent high woods, perching on large trees, and 
in preference on the dead boughs: they nestle in 
the hollows of the decayed trunks, laying four eggs 
of a dirty white colour. The young are at first 
entirely naked, and their bills have merely a slight 
ridge or longitudinal crest of about three or four 
lines high; but by the time their bodies are cover
ed with a grej'ish-rufous down, the ridge or crest 
of the bill enlarges, and rises every day in height, 
and in the space of about twelve or fifteen days 
begins to exhibit something of its future form, 
though by no means sufficient to shew the decided 
character of the species, which is not clearly de
fined till the space of three months, when the 
young take their flight. The casque at this period 
exhibits the lateral furrows and the black patch in 
front; the point however does not project till the 
bird has arrived at the full period of its growth and 
plumage. This part is subject to frequent acci
dents, from striking against the branches of trees 
while the aniuial is endeavouring to detach the 
bark in order to obtain the insects, small lizards, 
and tree-frogs which lurk beneath. The above 
curious particulars were communicated to Levail
lant by Monsr. Lecors, who had passed many 
years in the island of Ceylon in the Dutch service, 
and who had amused himself with rearing several 
of these birds.

The description of this species given by Sonnerat 
is, according to Levaillant, incorrect, and the ac
companying figure faulty, and this, in the opinion



of our author, is the case with the rest of the de
scriptions and figures in that publication.
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Buceros albirostris. B. suhcristatus niger, abdomine apicihusquc re- 

migum f t  rectricum ulbis, rostro albido, galea cumpressa antice 

obtuia macula nigra.
Slightly-crested Black Hornbill, with the abdomen and tips o f the 

wing and tail-feathers white, the bill whitish with compressed 

obtuse-fronted casque marked by a black spot.

Pied Hornbill.? la th .sy n .
Buceros Malabaricus.f Lath. ind. om .

Le Calao a bee blauc. Lecaill. Cal. pi. 14.

So extremely near is the resemblance between 
this bird and the Unicorn Hornbill that it requires 
all the eloquence of Monsr. Levaillant to persuade 
us that it is any thing more than a variety, or per
haps a sexual difference of the preceding species; 
differing perhaps in the less advanced stage of 
growth of the rostral appendix, which instead of 
projecting into an absolute point or horn in front, 
finishes obtusely on that part. We must however 
state what Monsr. Levaillant advances in defence 
of his ranking it as a separate species.

“ This bird, says he, which was sent me from 
Chandernagor, where it had been killed, appears 
to me to be a new species hitherto undescribed by 
authors. Its length, from the top of the head to 
the end of the tail, is twenty inches, of which the 
tail alone measures half: the bill, if taken along
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its curvature, measures four inches and three lines, 
and the thickness of both mandibles, taken toge
ther, is about eighteen lines: they are nearly equal, 
irregularly toothed on their edges, and end in ob
tuse points: the casque or process occupies nearly 
two thirds of the length of the bill, covering the 
front, to which it adheres: it is truncated in front, 
where it terminates in a thin edge, swelling gra
dually upwards on the sides, the ridge or upper 
part forming a more elevated arc of a circle in the 
middle: it is terminated behind by a large rounded 
point, black above and round its border r in front 
is also a black patch, which descends a little on the 
upper mandible, which is edged at its base by an 
irregular black band of only two lines in width: 
the lower mandible is bordered on each side its 
base by a much broader black band, which termi
nates in a point beneath the bill: both mandibles 
are also edged with black along the serrated part, 
and, as well as the mouth, are black internally; 
while externally both the bill and casque are of an 
ivory whiteness. After this description of the bird 
we might readily suppose it a mere variety of the 
Unicorn Hornbill; but, on a careful comparison of 
the two birds, 1 am convinced that they are distinct 
species, notwithstanding this similarity. In the 
Unicorn Hornbill the casque is flattened and fur
rowed on its sides, and terminates behind in a 
living skin. In the present bird on the contrary 
it is smooth, swelled on the sides, exceeding in its 
middle part the diameter of the mandibles, and is 
closed behind by a homy substance similar to-that



W H I T E - B E A K E D  H O l t X B I L L . 15

of the rest of the casque, and even more solid, since 
on the other parts it yields to the pressure of the 
fingers: these two characters therefore evidently 
prove that these birds form two distinct species. 
The feathers of the hindhead are long, slender, 
loose-webbed, and form a pendent crest of a black 
colour, as are also the neck, shoulders, back, sca
pulars, wings, and ta il; the latter and the wing- 
coverts exhibiting a greenish gloss: the wings and 
side-feathers of the tail are tipped with white, the 
two middle tail-feathers being totally black: the 
breast, belly, sides, thighs, and vent-feathers are 
white: the legs ar>d claws black: the orbits of the 
eyes, and the base of the lower mandible are sur
rounded by a bare skin, which in the dried bird is 
of a brownish colour: the upper eyelids are ciliated, 
and the nostrils covered with hairs rising over the 
edge of the casque.”

Monsr. Levaillant received no account of tho 
manners of this bird, but considers the above de
scription fully sufficient to prevent its being con
founded with the preceding species.
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Buceros bicornis. B. subcristatus niger, abdomine medioque re

m/gum If rectricum albis, rostra Jlaveicente, galea concava antror- 

lum bicorni.

Slightly-crested black Hornbill, with abdomen and middle o f the 

wing and tail-feathers white, yellowish bill, and concave casque 

with two-horned front.

Buceros bicornis. B . fra n tt oisca plana, antrorsum bicorni. Lin.
Si/st. N a t,

Buceros bicornis. Lath. ind. orn.

Philippine Hornbill. Lath. syn.

Le Calao bicorne. Levaill. Cat. pi. 7 • 8-
Calao avis. Petiv. gaz. t. 3 1, f .  I. Buff. 7 . p. 157-

Size of a female Turkey, but of a more slender 
shape: colour black, slightly glossed with blue, 
the upper part of the breast, belly, thighs, and 
vent-feathers white: the base of the larger wing- 
feathers, except of the two exterior ones, of the 
same colour, forming a white patch on each wing: 
the tail crossed in the middle, except on the two 
middle feathers, by a white bar. The bill is as 
large in proportion as in the Rhinoceros Hornbill, 
and is of a yellowish colour, with a very large 
casque, longitudinally hollowed above, and termi
nated in front by two lengthened hornlike pro
cesses : the base of both mandibles, and the back 
of the casque edged by a bar of black. I t is ob
served by Levaillant that Willoughby and Petiver 
in their descriptions of this species say that there 
is only a single white feather on each side the tail,



“ a particularity, says Levaillant, which, so far as my 
examination of more than three thousand species 
of birds allows me to pronounce, exists in no bird 
yet known.” In fact, as we have stated above, the 
tail has three white feathers on each side. The 
bifid-casqued Hornbill is a native of India and the 
Indian isles.

k V A R .

Size of a Hen: bill somewhat bent, serrated, dia
phanous, and of the colour of cinnabar, measuring 
seven inches in length: upper mandible furnished 
at the top with a helmet a span long, nearly three, 
inches broad, and flat on the top : tongue scarcely 
an inch long: head small, and as far as the eyes, 
black: pupils blue: irideswhite: eyelids beset with 
black bristles: head and neck rufousj belly black: 
back and rump brownish ash: legs and thighs yel
lowish: greater quill-feathers fulvous: tail white. 
Native of the Philippine isles: has a voice like that 
of a hog or calf: considered by the Gentoos as a 
sacred bird: lives in woods, and feeds on the In
dian fig, pistachios, &c. &c. described by Camelli 
in the Philosophical Transactions, vol. 23. p. 1394.

B I F I D - C A S Q U  E D  H O R N B I L L .  1 ?
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Buceros cavatus. B. subcristatus nigcr, collo tubferrugineoK roitro 

flavesccnte apice subrubro, galea concava antrorsum obtusa.

Black Hornbill, with subferruginous neck, yellowish bill with 

reddish tip, and concave casque obtuse in front.
Le Calao a casque concave. Lcvaill. Cal. p i. 3. 4. 5. 6.

G reatly allied to the bifid-casqued Hornbill, but 
differing in colour, and in the rostral casque being 
truncated in front instead of being produced at the 
tips into two lengthened processes: the general 
shape of this part is similar in both species, being 
longitudinally concave, with a deep middle furrow: 
in the present species however the base of the bill is 
not marked as in the preceding with a black bar, 
and the hind part terminates in a rounded or 
bulging back, while in the bifid-casqued Hornbill 
it is flattened on that part: the whole bill, with 
the casque, is of a whitish colour, tending to 
brown towards the tip: the face and chin are 
black; the neck pale ochre-coloured, and the whole 
remainder of the plumage black: the feathers of 
the back part of the head are slightly lengthened, 
and of a narrow shape; forming u slight approach 
to a pendent crest. The plumage of this bird in 
its young state differs greatly from that which it 
exhibits in its advanced or perfect state, being ash- 
grey, with the neck and bl-east rufous, and the 
quill-feathers and lower part of the abdomen black
ish; the bill shorter in proportion, and the casque,



as may be supposed, less elevated than in the full- 
grown bird. This species is supposed to be a 
native of the Philippine isles. The bin! in its 
young or unadvanced state is mistakenly consider
ed by ButTon as a distinct species, and described 
under the name of Calao des Moluques. See the 
Bontian Hornbill of the present work.
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VIOLACEOUS HORNBILL.

Buceros violaceus. B. nigro-violaceus, abdomine cauda lateribus 

remigumque apicibus albis, rostra ulbido, galea compressa antror- 

sum obtusa macula nigra.
Violaceous-black Hornbill, with the abdomen and sides o f the 

w ing and tail-feathers while, whitish bill, and compressed casque 

obtuse in front and marked by a black spot.
Le Calao violet. L evaill.C al.p l. IQ.

*
T h i s  also is very much allied to the Unicorn 

Hornbill, from which it differs in its somewhat 
smaller size, which is intermediate between that of 
the Unicorn and White-Beaked species: of the two 
however it is, according to Levaillant, most allied 
to the former, having the rostral casque flat on the 
sides, not swelled as in the white-billed species: 
from both it differs in the colour of its plumage, of 
which the disposition is the same. When viewed 
in a full light it is very richly glossed with violet, 
greeq, and purple reflexions, though when viewed 
in the shade it appears of a, greenish black: the 
lower part of the breast, the belly, tips of the wings,

• it



and three lateral tail-feathers are white: tlie bill is 
of a yellowish white, shaped like that of the white- 
beaked Hornbill, the base of both mandibles, as 
well as that of the casque, being ornamented by a 
band of crimson, which at the base of the lower 
mandible extends to some distance beneath the 
eyes, and is crossed by two narrow black bars: the 
casque, like that of the immediately preceding 
species, is marked on each side by two longitu
dinal furrows, and by a large black patch in front: 
the eyes are of a bright reddish-brown.

The bird is a native of Ceylon, and was exa
mined in a living state by Monsr. Levaillant in a 
menagerie at the Cape of Good Hope, whither it 
had been brought by a Dutch vessel returning 
from India. I t shewed a remarkable degree of 
docility and attachment towards its keeper, and 
was fed with meat, either raw or dressed, as well as 
with various kinds of vegetables. It also pursued 
and readily caught both rats and mice, which it 
swallowed entire, after having rubbed them in its 
bill. It was a general peace-maker in the mena- 
gery, and whenever a quarrel arose among any of 
the other birds, it immediately ran to them, and by 
the strokes of its beak enforced a suspension of 
hostilities. I t even kept the larger birds in awe, 
and Levaillant once saw it cause an Ostrich to run 
away with all its speed, pursuing it half flying and 
half running. In short it became the formidable 
tyrant of the whole menagery, which it imposed 
upon by the size of its enormous bill rather than
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by any genuine power; thus proving the general 
truth, that appearance alone often proves a suc
cessful substitute for reality.

ABYSSINIAN HORNBILL.

Buceros Abyssinicus. B . niger, revugibus primoribus albis, secun- 
darns ferrugineis, rostro nigro, galea abrupt o-orbiculata.

Black Hornbill, with white primary quills, ferruginous secondary, 

and black bill with abrupt-orbicular casque.
Buceros Abyssinicus. B. rostro nigro compresso,fronte gibbosa or- 

biculata carulea, corpere nigro: remigibut primoribus albis, tccun* 

darns fulvo-fuscis. Lath. ind. om.

Abba Gumba. Bruce tr tv .

Calao d ’Abvssinie. huff. ots. PI. Enl. 779-

T h i s  species seems to have been first distinctly 
described by Mr. Bruce, who informs us that in the 
eastern parts of Abyssiuia it is known by the name 
of Abba Gumba, and in the western side of Tacazz£ 
by that of Erkoom: the first of these names being 
apparently given it from the groaning noise which 
it makes. In the region of Sennaar it is called 
Ttir el Naciba, or the Bird of Destiny.

“ This bird, says Mr. Bruce, is all of a black, or 
rather black mixed with soot-colour; the large 
feathers of the wing are ten in number, milk-white 
both without and within: the tip of his wings 
reaches very nearly to his ta il: his beak and head 
measured together are eleven inches and a half, % 
and his liead three inches and a quarter: at his 
neck he has those protuberances like the Turkey-
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Cock, w hich are of a light blue, but turn red upon 
his being chafed, or in the time when the hen is 
laying. The colour of the eye is of a dark brown 
or rather a reddish cast, but darker still as it ap
proaches the pupil f he has very large eye-lashes 
both upper and lower, but especially his upper: 
from the point of the beak to the extremity of the 
tail is three feet ten inches; the breadth, from one 
point of the wing to the other extended is six feet: 
the length of the thighs is seven inches, and that 
ol the legs six inches and five eighths: it has three 
toes before, and one behind, but they are not very 
strong, nor seemingly made to tear up carcasses: 
the length of the foot to the hinder toe is one inch 
six lines, the innermost is one inch seven lines, the 
middle two inches two lines, and the last outer one 
two inches one line. I have seen the Erkoom with 
eighteen young ones: it runs upon the ground 
more willingly than it flies, but when raised, flies 
both strong and far: it has a rank smell, and is 
said to live in Abyssinia upon dead carcasses. I 
never saw' it approach any of these, and what con
vinces me this is untrue is that I never saw one of 
them follow the army, where there was always a 
general assembly of all the birds of prey in Abys
sinia. It was very easy to see what was its food by 
its place of rendezvous, which was in the fields of 
teff, upon the tops of which are always a number 
of green beetles; these he strips off by drawing 
the stalk through his beak, so that it appears to be 
serrated, and, often as I had occasion to open this 
bird, I never found any thing in him but the green



scarabaeus or beetle. He has a putrid or stinking 
smell, which, I suppose, is the reason he has been 
imagined to feed upon carrion. The Erkoom builds 
in large thick trees, always, if he can, near churches; 
has a covered nest, like that of a Magpie, but four 
times as large as an Eagle’s: it places its nest firm 
upon the trunk, without endeavouring to make it 
high from the ground: the entry is always on the 
East side.”

Mr. Bruce adds that this bird walks in the manner 
of a Raven, and does not jump or hop in the manner 
that many of the Crow kind do; that at times it runs 
with very great velocity, and that in its running it 
very much resembles the turkey or bustard when 
his head is turned from the spectator.

Mr. Latham describes the bill of this species as 
measuring nine inches in length, slightly bent the 
whole length, and compressed on the sides; both 
mandibles channelled on the insides, and blunt at 
the tips: on the top of the upper a protuberance 
of a semicircular shape, two inches and a half in 
diameter, and fifteen lines broad at the base, which 
is over the eyes: this excrescence is of the same 
substance with the bill, but so very thin as easily 
to yield to the pressure of the fingers: the height 
of the bill, with the appendix, measures vertically 
almost three inches and three quarters.

The young, according to Levaillant, are of a 
brownish black colour, with the larger wing-fea- 
thers rufous-white, and such seems to have been 
the specimen described by Buffon.
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Buceros Galeatus. B. niger, abdomine caudaque albis, fascia cauda/i 

nigra, rostra conico suhflaw, galea subquudrato-convexa rubra. 

Black Hornbill, with abdomen and tail whife, the latter marked 

by a black bar; the bill conic and yellowish, with squarish- 

convex red casque.

Buceros galeatus. B. rostro conico, bati mandibuLc superioris supra 

maximc gibkosa subquadruta. Lath. ind. orn.

Calao a casque rond, lluff.ois. PI. Enl. 933. Edw. 281. c. 
Helmet Hornbill. Lath. syn.

K n o w n  till very lately by the bill alone, which 
has long since made its appearance in the European 
museums. In a specimen described by Mr. Latham 
the length of this bill was eight inches. It is uearly 
strait, and, as far as the mandibles reach, is of a 
conical figure; the top of the upper mandible being 
continued upwards into a gibbosity of a squarish 
form, making the bill at this part four incites and a 
half in depth: this is rounded behind, and almost 
flat in front; the front being a true or solid bone, 
an inch in thickness, and of a white colour, while 
the sides are thin, transparent, and, together with 
the half of the bill next the base, of a deep red 
colour; the tip of the bill being white; the nostrils 
are seated immediately above the orbits of the 
eyes, and from them commences a wrinkled ridge, 
passing across the gibbous part to the front: at the 
back part of the skull are usually attached a few 
>mall black feathers.



Edwards observes that this beak seems to imply 
a  bird of a different genus from that of the Horn
bills; an observation so much the more important, 
since Monsr. Levaillant, whose extensive know
ledge of the feathered tribe so justly entitles his 
opinion to attention, has no hesitation in pro
nouncing that this bill must belong to a bird 
widely removed from the Hornbill tribe; and he 
even ventures to affirm that it must belong to the 
class of aquatic birds. This he considers as suffi
ciently proved from the nature of the plumes which 
sometimes adhere to the specimens: these, he says, 
have smooth and close-set barbs like those of the 
Anseres. Monsr. Levaillant proceeds still farther, 
and infers, from the extreme solidity and heaviness 
of the skull, that the bird is of the number of those 
which have not the'power of flight, unless it should 
have wings of a very extraordinary amplitude. Un
fortunately however for the above plausible conjec
tures of Monsr. Levaillant, and as a proof how 
cautious a naturalist should be in indulging specu
lations of this nature, the bird itself has been lately 
introduced into the British Museum, and is a ge
nuine Buceros, agreeing in point of habit and pro
portions with the rest of the tribe. Its total length 
is four feet, of which the tail measures two: the 
head, breast, back, and wings are black; the abdo
men, thighs, vent-feathers, and tail white, but the 
latter is marked near the tip by a broad black bar, 
and is pretty strongly cuneiform, the two middle 
feathers measuring twenty-four inches, the two 
next twenty-one inches, and the three exterior
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ones on each side twelve inches: the legs are 
strong, and of a black colour: the wings reach 
only about three inches along the tail. This spe
cies is said to inhabit the same regions with the 
major part of the genus.
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UNDULATED HORNBILL.

Burrros undulatus. B. subcristatus nigro-violacciu, gula nuda c<r- 

ruicscente, cauda alba, rostru albido, galea tramversim futco- 
sulcata.

Slightly •crested black Hornbill, with naked blueish throat, white 

tail, and whitish bill with the casque transversely undulated by 
brown furrows.

Le Calao a casque festonne. Lecuill. Cal. p i. 20. 21.

T h i s  species may be considered as the most 
beautiful, or, to speak perhaps more properly, 
the least deformed of all the Hornbills, the beak 
exhibiting an appearance more proportioned to 
the size of the bird, and the colours a greater 
degree of variety and elegance than in the rest of 
the tribe. The length of the bird, exclusive of 
the bill, is about thirty inches, and the bill mea
sures only five inches in length, and two in thick
ness, including the crest or casque. The colour 
of the bird is black, with a strong gloss of blue: 
the tail is entirely white, and at the lower part of 
the neck, between the shoulders, is a moderately 
large patch of red-brown, adding a considerable 
ornament to the plumage of that part: the chin, 
to a considerable distance beyond the base of the



lower mandible, the orbits of the eyes, and the 
space immediately between them and the upper 
mandible are covered by a bare skin of a blueish 
colour: the bill is of a yellowish white colour, 
tinged with pale brown towards the base: its size, 
as before observed, is but moderate for a bird of 
this genus: it is moderately curved, sharp-pointed, 
and exhibits hardly any appearance of sefratures 
011 the edges: the crest or appendix on the upper 
mandible is continued about half way along the 
beak, and is about five or six lines only in height, 
at its highest part: it is also marked on each side 
by four or five deep perpendicular furrows or un
dulations; thus causing the appearance of so many 
alternate depressions and projections. This bird 
is described by Monsr. Levaillant, from a specimen 
in the collection of Mr. Temmink of Amsterdam, 
who received it from Batavia, accompanied by its 
female, which differs only in being somewhat small
er, and is destitute of the reddish-brown patch 
between the shoulders. Nothing seems to be known 
of its particular residence, manners, or history.

U N D U L A T E D  HORN' BILL.  2 7
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Buceros Javanicus. B. crutatu.% nigro-violaceus, collo caudaquc 

albis, gula nuda subflava, rostro subfusco subcristato.

Crested violaceous-black Hornbill, with while neck and tail, yel- 

lowish„throat, and subcristated brownish bill.

Lc Calao Javan. Ltvaill. Cat. p i. 22.

T h i s  species, which is described by Monsr. Le
vaillant, is rather larger than a Raven, measuring 
near thirty inches in length: the head is pale ru
fous, inclining to yellow on the sides, and furnished 
with a pendent crest: the neck rufous white, and 
the tail of similar colour; all the rest of the plumage 
black, with a gloss of green: the bill is large, but 
not very long, of a pale brown colour, and not per
ceptibly serrated on the edges: beneath the chin is 
a naked yellowish-white skin: the legs are brown- 
It is said to be a native of Java as well as of some 
parts of India, and is described by Levaillant from 
a dried specimen in the collection of Mr. Temmink 
of Amsterdam.

/
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Buceros albus. B . albus, rostro nigro maxima, pedibus nigris. 

White Hornbill, with very large black bill, and black legs.

Buceros albus. B . rostro maxime incurvato nigro, corporc nrteo, 

pedibus mgris. Lath. ind. om .

White Toucan. Hawkerui. toy. 1. p. 123.

White Ilombill. Lath. syn.

T h i s  is mentioned on the authority of Hawkes- 
worth’s Voyages, vol. i. p. 123, where it is termed 
a JVhite Toucan. It is said to be of the size of a 
Goose, and entirely snow-white, except the bill and 
legs, which are black: the bill is described as much 
curved, and of such a length and thickness that it. 
was not easy to conceive how it could be supported 
by so slender a neck in proportion. I t was taken 
between the isles of Tinian and Pulotimien, and 
was kept alive on board for the space of four months, 
feeding on biscuit.
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Buceros nasntus. R. albo nigroquc varius, rostro simplici rubro, 

pedibus rubris.

Black and White Hornbill, with simple red bill, and red legs. 
Buceros nasutus. R.Jrontc laevi, rectricibus apicc albis. Lin. Syst. 

N at.

Lc Tock. Buff' ois. PI. Enl. 3 6 0 . 8gO.

Black-billed Hornbill. )  . , „
Red-billed Hornbill. $ U th - S»n-

S iz e  not much superior to that of a Magpie: 
length rather more than twenty inches: the bill is 
large for the size of the bird, and of considerable 
length, measuring near three inches and a half 
from base to point: it is slightly curved, but is en
tirely destitute of any crest or casque 011 the upper 
mandible. The Count de Buffon observes that this 
species varies, according to age, both in colour of 
plumage and bill: in its young state the plumage 
is cinereous, and the bill black; but in its advanced 
or full-grown state the plumage becomes black 
above, and white beneath, as well as round the 
front and 011 the neck: it is also said that the bill 
and legs are black in the young, and red in the 
full-grown bird.

This species is common in Senegal, where it is 
known by the name of Tock. When young it is 
very simple and uususpicious, and will suffer itself 
to be approached and taken, but becomes shy as 
it advances in age. I t  frequents woods, the old
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birds perching on the summits of the trees, and 
often soaring with lofty and rapid flight, while the 
young generally remain in the lower parts of the 
trees, sitting motionless, with the head retracted 
between the shoulders. I must not omit to observe 
that, according to Monsr. Levaillant, the red and 
the black-billed Hornbills above described are in 
reality totally distinct species, though generally 
considered as the same.

BONTIAN HORNBILL.

Buceros Hydrocnrax. B. fuscu t, fron te  nigra, rostro fusco, galea 

plana mutica post ice rotundata.

Brown Hornbill, with black front, brown bill, and flat obtuse 

casque rounded behind.
Buceros Hvdrocorux. B. fronte otsea plana antrursum mutica, ah- 

domineJ'ulvo. Lin. Syst. N at.

Bontius’s Indian Raven. Will. orn.
Calao des Moluques. Buff. ois. PI. Eul. 383.
Indian Hornbill. Lath. syn.

N. B. This, though usually described as a distinct species, is in 

reality no other than the young o f  the Concave-Casqued 

Hornbill.

S o m e w h a t  larger than a Cock: length two feet 
four inches: bill dusky; five inches and a half long, 
and two and a half thick at the base, slightly bent, 
and subserrated: on the top a kind of casque, of a 
flattened form, widening towards the back part, 
which is rounded, and projects over the back part
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of the head: cheeks and throat black, edged with 
grey: remainder of the bird brown, but the quills 
black, and the breast and belly blackish mixed with 
grey: tail even at the end, eight inqhes lortg, and 
white. Native of the Molucca isles: said to feed 
much on nutmegs: is kept in houses and rendered 
domestic, on account of its services in destroying 
rats and mice.

On collating Mr. Levaillant’s plate of his Calao 
a casque concave or Concave-Casqued Hornbill in a 
young state with that represented in the Planches 
Enlumine&s, belonging to the present species, I 
cannot avoid entertaining a strong suspicion that 
the Bontian Hornbill just described is in reality 
no other than the Concave-Casqued Hornbill in its 
first year’s plumage. Mr. Levaillant himself is 
perfectly .convinced of this, and justly complains 
of an unnecessary multiplication of species in the 
present genus.
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Buceros Panavensis. B . tubcristafus nigcr, (findna v a r ii,)  caudtt 

basi alba, mandibulis fuscis tramvcrsim rubro sulcatu, galea com- 

premo-obtusa. » •

Slightly-crested hlack Hornbill, (the' female variegated,) with tail 

white at the base, brown mandibles transversely furrowed with 

red, and blackish oompressed-obtusc casque.

Buceros Panavensis. Lin. Gmel. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Calao de l’lsle Panay. Buff. ois.

Calao a bee cisele. PI. Enl. 780. 781.

Le Calao a bee ciseli?. L rm ill. Cat. pi. 16. 17- 18.

T h e  Furrowed Hornbill, so named from the la
teral furrows on its beak, seems to have been first 
described by Monsr. Sonnerat. Its size is that of a 
Raven, but longer in proportion, as in the rest of 
this genus: its colour is black with a gloss of blue, 
and the tail is of a tawny white colour at the base 
or upper half: the feathers on the back of the head 
are long and loose, so as to form a pendent crest: 
the bill is large, of a dusky or blackish horn-colour, 
both mandibles being marked transversely, but in 
an oblique direction, half way from the base, by se
veral deep furrows of a brick-red colour, the inter
vening prominences being blacker than the rest of 
the bill. Above the upper mandible rises a simple 
longitudinal crest or process of the same colour 
with the rest of the bill, and terminating obtusely 
in front. The female is rather smaller than the 
niale, and differs in having the head, neck, and 

. breast of a dull white; the tail of the same colour, 
v. v i i i .  p .  i .  3

F U R R O W E D  H O R N B I L L .



tipped with black, and the belly and thighs rufous- 
brown: the bill resembles that of the male, but is 
rather smaller. According to Levaillant, Monsr. 
Sonnerat’s figure of the pretended female is no 
other than that of the male, reversed by the en
graver. In its young state this bird is said to be 
of a dull white colour, with brown wings and tail, 
the latter crossed by a rufous-white bar, and the 
bill brown, without any furrows. This species is 
a native of the Indian islands.
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STRIPE-TAILED HORNBILL.

Buccros fasciatus. B . niger, abdomine rectriceqve vtrinque secunda 

tcrliaque albis, rostro subcristato path do apice rubro.
Black Hornbill, with the abdomen, second and third feather on 

each side the tail white, and pale slightly-crested bill with red 

tip.
Lc Calao lougibandes. Levaill. Cat. pi. 233.

D e s c r i b e d  by Levaillant. Size that of a Mag
pie: bill pale yellowish-brown, with duskv-red tip: 
upper mandible furnished with a slightly rising crest 
or casque, somewhat undulated or streaked trans
versely, and passing from the base of the mandible 
to about two thirds of its length: colour of the bird 
black, except on the breast, belly, and the second 
and third tail-feathers on each side, which are 
white. Native of Africa, inhabiting the country 
of Angola.



CROWNED H O R N B I L L .

Buceros coronatus. B. niger, abdomine stria utrinquc occipitali 

apiceque rcctricvm albis, rostro subcristato rubro.

Black Hornbill, wilh the abdomen, stripe on each side the hind- 

head, and tip o f  the tail white, and slightly-crested red bill.

Le Calao couronne. Levaill. Cal. pi. 234. 235.

T his Monsr. Levaillant considers as a new and 
hitherto undescribed species. It size is rather 
smaller than that of a Magpie, and its colour 
black, with a narrow oblique white stripe passing 
from behind each eye to the nape, and thus .sur
rounding the crown of the head: the breast, belly, 
and vent-feathers are also white, as well as the tips 
of three feathers on each side the tail, the four 
middle feathers being black: the bill is bright red, 
and furnished at the top of the upper mandible 
with a sharp-edged, smooth, slightly-rising crest, 
passing about two thirds towards the tip, and de
clining nearly to the outline of the bill at that 
part.

The female differs merely in not being furnish
ed with the white crown or stripe on the head; and 
the young are of a pale brownish-black above, and 
dull white beneath.

This species is a native of Africa, and is common 
about the Eastern coasts of the lower part of that 
continent, frequenting woods, and perching on 
lofty trees; chiefly dead ones. Monsr. Levaillant 
has seen a flock of more than five hundred of these
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birds assembled in com pany with crows and vul

tures, and preying on the remains o f  slaughtered  

elephants. T he female deposits her eggs, which  

are white, and four in number, in the hollows o f  

trees.

GINOI HORNBILL.

Buceros Ginginianus. B . cristatus griseus, remigUms caudaque 
fuscis, fascia caudali nigra, rostro albido, galea antvorsum acu

minata nigra.
Crested Grey Hornbill, with brown quill-feathers and tail, the 

fa tter marked by a black bar; the bill whitish with black casque 

acuminated in front.
Buceros Ginginianus. B. rostro comprcsso incunato ,fronte ossea 

antrorsum subuhtu, corpore griseo subtux albo, remigibus fascia- 
que rectricum intermcdiarum apicc nigris. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Calao de Giugi. Somicr. toy. Ind. '2. pi. 121.

Lc Calao de Gingi. Lcvaill. Cal. pi. 15. 

t ,>

F irst described by Sonnerat: length two feet 

from the tip o f the bill to that of the tail, o f  which  

the length is about ten inches: bill three inches 

long , measured in a strait line: it is curved, and of  

a black colour, the upper ridge o f  the upper man

dible and the lower of the under white: the process 

or casque follows the curvature o f  the upper m an

dible; is continued tQ nearly half the length o f  that 

part, and terminates in a projecting horn or pro
cess: the colour o f  the whole bird above is pale 

cinereous, the quills and tail darker than the rest; 

the smaller quill-feathers tipped with white, and the



tail marked at the end by a black bar tipped with
white: the two middle feathers are longer than the 
rest and tipped with black: the breast, belly, thighs, 
and vent are white, and the legs dusky: the fea
thers on the top of the head are lengthened into a 
pendent crest. This species, which, according to 
Levaillant, has been very ill figured in the work of 
Sonnerat, is a native of Gingi, and probably of 
other parts of India.

»
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GINGALA HORNBILL.

Buceros Gingalcnsis. 11. violaceo-griscus suitus albicans, fa tcia  

caudali nigra, rostro simplici pallido supra nigro.

Violaceous grey Hornbill, whitish beneath, with a black bar across 

the tail, and simple pale bill black above.
Le Calao Gingala. Levaill. Cal. pL 23.*

T h i s  is considered by its describer Monsr. Le
vaillant as an entirely new species. I t is the 
smallest of the genus, not exceeding the size of a 
Magpie. Its general shape resembles that of most 
other species, but the bill, which is very large, is 
not distinguished by any crest or prominence: the 
colour of the upper part of the head and the back 
is blackish-brown, with a cast of biueish-grey; the 
wings are of a fine blueish-grey, the smaller coverts 
edged with black, marking out that part of' the 
plumage into so many scale-like divisions: the 
face, fore-part of the neck, breast, belly, and 
thighs are of a greyish white, growing deeper o n ,



38 W R E A T H E D  H O R N B I L L .

the belly and thighs: the tail is longish, the two 
middle feathers blueish-grey, the rest tipped pretty 
deeply with white: the bill is pale or yellowish- 
white on the sides, but the upper arch of the upper 
mandible is blackish or dusky; the lower mandible 
dusky,but whitish or pale beneath: both mandibles 
are serrated in the usual manner of this genus: the 
legs are dusky. This species is a native of the 
island of Ceylon.

WREATHED HORNBILL.

Buceros plicatus. R . niger, cauda alba, rostro fiavescente, galea 

gibbosn scptcmplicata.

Black Hornbill, with white tail, yellowish bill, aud gibbous seven- 

pleated casque.
Buceros plicatus. B. rostro incurco, fron te  clevata septcmplicata, 

corpurt nigro, rectricibus albis. Lath. ind. orn.
Indian Raven. Will. om. pi. 7 8 . lowerJigure.

Wreathed Hornbill. Lath. syn.

S ize of a Crow: colour black, except the tail, 
which is white. In some specimens however the 
neck is said to be yellow or rufous, and in others 
the tail black, with the exterior feathers white: the 
bill is very large, of a yellowish colour, and distin
guished by having the casque or crest on the upper 
inaudible formed into several transverse convexi
ties or broad pleats, which probably vary in num
ber according to the age of the bird. Native of 
the island of Ceylon.
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Buceros ruber. /?. subcristatus ruber, frontc rcrticeque nigris, fascia  

humerali alba, rustro tim plid nigricante.

Slightlv-crcsted red Hornbill, with black front and crown, white 

bar arross the shoulders, and simple blackish bill.

Buceros ruber, ft. ruber, capite nigro, fascia dorsali alba. Lath.

in r l. o rn . su pp l. 2 .

Crimson Hornbill. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

T h i s  species is described in Mr. Latham’s se
cond Supplement, from a drawing in the collection 
of a Mr. Smith. It is to be lamented that neitiier 
the size nor any other particulars of the bird are 
known, so that the whole rests merely on the faith 
of the drawing, a copy of which having been long 
in myo\Vn possession,! have introduced it into the 
present work. The whole bird is of a fine crimson, 
or rather deep scarlet colour, except the top of the 
head, which is black, while across the upper part 
o f the back passes a white band: the bill and legs 
are dusky or blackish.



GREY H O R N B I L L .

Buceros griseus. li. griseus verticc nigro, rostroflavo, galea antice 

decUnata, post ice truncata.

Grey Hornbill, with black crown, yellow bill, and casque sloping 

in front and abrupt behind.
Buceros griseus. li . fro n t e ussea antice dcclinata, posticc truncata, 

corpora grisco, vertice nigro, tectricibus alarum nigro variegatis, 

remigibus apice albis, Lath. ind. urn.

G rey ilornbill. Lath. syn. suppl.

S i z e  uncerta in : colour grey, with the crown o f  

the head and part o f  the wing-feathers b lack; the 

ends o f  the quills white; the tail long and white, 

with the two middle feathers and the lower part of  

the side feathers black. Native region uncertain: 

described by M r .  Pennant.

GREEN-W INGED HORNBILL.

Buceros viridis. li. niger, alis vircscentibus, abdomine albo, rostr» 
Jlavescentc, galea truncata.

Black Hornbill, with green-glossed wings, white abdomen, and 
yellowish bill with truncated casque.

Buceros viridis. B .frou te  ossea truncata, carport nigro, alis vire- 

scentibus, rectricibus exterioribus basi remigum abdomineque albis. 
Lath. ind. orn.

Green-Winged Hornbill. Lath. syn. suppl.

S ize uncertain: colour black with a gloss o f  

green ; the exterior tail-feathers, upper part o f the



quill-feathers, and the belly white: bill pale yellow: 
on the upper mandible a prominence which is ab
rupt at each end; the further half being partly 
yellow, and partly black: the base of the lower 
mandible black, and near it a naked spot of blue- 
ish white: beneath the eye a tuft of black feathers: 
legs blueish. Described by Mr. Pennant.
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NEW HOLLAND HORNBILL.

Buceros Orientalis. B. nigricaits, orbitis nudis rugosis, rostro con- 

i  cxo carinato, basi gihbosa.

Blackish Hornbill, with naked wrinkled orbits, and convex cari- 

nated bill with gibbous base.
Buceros orientalis. B. rostro convexo carinato, basi gibbosiore, or

bitis nudis rugosis cincreis, eorpure alis caudaquc nigricantibus. 

Lath.ind. orn.
New Holland Hornbill. Lath, suppl.

S iz e  less than that of a J a y : colour on the upper 
parts dusky; paler beneath: the shafts of the wings 
and tail-feathers white beneath: orbits of the eyes 
naked, wrinkled, and cinereous; bill convex, cari- 
nated, very gibbous at the base, and covered with 
a naked skin: nostrils pervious, seated at about a 
third part of the length of the bill from the base. 
Described by Mr. Pennant. Native of New Hol
land. The specimen having been mutilated by 
clipping away the ends of the wings and the tail, 
it remains doubtful whether the colour of those 
parts differed from the rest.
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MOMOTA. MOMOT.

Gencric Character.

Rostrum  valid uni, incurva- 

tiuii, latenbus dentatum. 
Nurti lec tas .

Lingua petinacea.

Cauda cunfit’onnis.
Pedes greasorih

Bill strong, incurvated, 
toothed at the sides. 

Nostrils covered.
Tongue feather-shaped. 

Tail cuneiform.
Feet gressorial.

B11AS1L1AN M O M O T .

Momota Brnsilionsis. M . Viridis, xuhtus g ih a , vertice cacruleo 

macula nigra, uxlnahan  duabumerit's elongatis.

Green Mninnt, bufl'-coloured b en ea th ; with blue crown marked 

by a black spot, and the two middle tail-feathers elongated.
Rariiphastos Momota. li. pedibus grtssorjis, rectricibus dunbus 

tmtimis medio denudutis. Lin. Syst. N at.
Momotus Brasilietieis. M . viridis, fronte cmrulto-viridi, occipite 

viola ceo, verticc ct ■ stnga per ocolos nigra, rectricibus duabus in- 

ttrmeihis longioribus. Lath. ind. urn.

Momotus. Bris. ar. 4. p. 465.

Momot. Rail syn. 104.

Lc Houtou ou Momot. Bvff. 6  p. 4;iO. P l.E n l. 3 /0 .

Brasilian saw-billed Roller. Edw. pi. 328.
Brasilian Momot. Lath. syn. p. 338.

HIS bird, remarkable for the beauty of its 
plumage, and the onlvspccies hitherto discovered, 
is a native of the hotter parts of South Americ^,





and seems to be chiefly found in Brasil. It appears 
to have been first described by Hernandez in his 
History of Mexico. His description, however, is 
very slight and inaccurate. “ It is, says he, of the 
size of a Dove, and has scarlet eyes, with a black 
pupil: a crooked blackish bill, almost three inches 
long, sharp-pointed, with the lower mandible short
est, and the upper serrated: the head is blue like 
that of a Peacock; the legs and feet brown, and the 
rest of the bird green; and what is extraordinary 
is, that the tail has one quill longer than the rest* 
and feathered only at the end.” This mistake of 
Hernandez did not escape the notice of Mr. Ray, 
who, in his edition of Willoughby’s Ornithology, 
thus expresses himself. “ This is, I dare say, 
more strange than true; for the tails of all birds 
I ever yet saw have their feathers growing by 
pairs, that is, two of a sort, on each side one.”

In the year 1764 was published a very correct 
description of this elegant bird by the ingenious 
Edwards, accompanied by an accurate figure. 
Edwards considered it as a kind of Roller, and 
has named it the Saw-billed Roller. “ It is, says 
he, short-legged in proportion, and not long
winged: the bill is pretty strait, moderately bend
ing downwards at the point, toothed on the edges 
like a saw; the upper mandible dusky, the neihei n 
flesh-coloured towards its basis: the nostrils are 
covered with small black feathers, and some black 
bristles pointing forward round the upper mandi
ble: the upper part and sides of the bill are in
compassed with black, from which run black lines

B R A S IL IA N  M 0 M 0 T .  4 3
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through the eyes, and broader black lists, mixed  

with a little blue, from the corners of the mouth 
down the sides of the neck: the top of the head 
is of an ultramarine blue, though next the bill in
clining to sea-green: in the middle of this blue 
space on the crown of the head is a black spot: it 
hath a spot of black feathers edged with blue on 
the fore-part of the neck a little below the throat; 
otherwise the whole under side, from the bill to 
the Covert-feathers beneath the tail, is of an olive 
or greenish buff-colour. Marcgrave says the eyes 
are yellow: on the neck behind is a crescent-like 
mark of a reddish colour: the sides of the head, 
hinder part of the neck, back, rump, and covert- 
feathers of the wings, are of a parrot-green colour: 
the greater quills are blue with dusky tips: a few 
of the first row of coverts above them are also 
b lue: a few of the quills next the back are green: 
the coverts withinside the wings are of a yellowish 
brown, the insides of the quills dark ash-colour. 
I  counted only ten feathers in the tail, which 
seemed to me to be perfect: the tail-feathers are 
o f  a fine blue colour, gradually changing to green 
at their bottoms, having all of them black tips: 
the under side of the tail is of a dark dusky colour. 
What is very singular in this bird is, that the two 
long feathers in the middle of the tail seem as if 
they were stripped of their webs on each side for 
au inch space a little within their tips, which is 
however natural, and particularly taken notice of 
by Marcgrave: the side feathers of the tail gra

dually shorten to a tliird of the length o f  the mid



dlemost: the legs, feet, and claws are of a brown
ish flesh-colour, (Marcgrave says black.) It hath 
three toes forward and one backward: the outer 
fore toes are joined to the middle ones almost their 
whole length: the feet are broad and flat: the toes 
seem to have narrow membranes on their sides, 
which give them breadth. I have been as parti
cular as I could in its description j there being, I 
think, some difficulty, from the uncommonness of 
the bill and tail, how to class it; so that I hope 
the system-makers of this age will easily find it a 
proper place.”

The most celebrated system-maker of that age, 
Linnasus, accordingly considered the bird as a 
species of Ramphastos or Toucan, under the 
name of Ramphastos Momota; but our own con
summate ornithologist, Dr. Latham, has, with 
stricter propriety, instituted for it a separate 
genus; the structure of the feet forbidding it to 
be associated with the genuine Toucans, which 
are all furnished witli what Linnaeus calls scan- 
sorial or climbing feet, having the toes placed 
two forwards and two backwards, as in the Parrot 
tribe. Mr. Latham has also noticed an important 
circumstance relative to the plumage of this bird; 
viz. that though the tail in many specimens exhi
bits the very remarkable particularity described 
and figured by Edwards, yet in its truly natural 
or perfectly complete state the two. middle fea
thers are entirely webbed throughout their whole 
length. ^ A

The Momot is nearly equal in size to a Magpie,

B R A S I L I A N  MOMOT.  4 5
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measuring about eighteen inches in length. I t  is 
said to be a bird of a solitary nature, frequenting 
thick woods, and being only seen singly. It makes 
its nest on the ground, frequently in the deserted 
hole of an Armadillo or other quadruped ; the 
nest being composed of dry grass and stalks, and 
the eggs generally two in number.
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M USO PH AG A. PL ANTA1N-E A T E R .

Generic Character.

Rostrum  crassum, trige- 

num, mandibula superi- 

ore basi supra frontem 

elevata, maxi His dentatia.

Nares in medio rostri.

Lingua  integra, crassius- 

cula. v
Pedes, ambulatorii.

Lath. ind. orn. suppl.

R ill stout, triangular, tbe 

upper mandible elevated 
at the base above the 
front; both mandible* 

dentated at thfcfedges. -
Nostrils in the middle of 

the bill.
Tongue entire, thickish.

Feet with three toes before, 
and one behind.

V I  O L ET  PLAN TAIN -E A T ER .

Musophaga violacea. 71/. nigro-vialacca, vertice ffmigibusquc 

phantceis, fascia suboculttri alba.

Blackish-violet Plantain-Eater, with crimson crown and quifl- 
feathers,  and a white stripe beneath the ejcs.^

Cuculus regius. C. mgru-carulcscens, remigibus p/tanieeis, rostro 
rubro super jrontem  Jlavo, occiptte purpureo. Museum Leteria- 

11 It 111 q p. 165. t. 40.
Royal Cuckow. Museum I^venfinum , p. lG 7.pl. 40.

Musophaga violacea. M . curuleo-atru, striga aurium alba, rostra 

remegibusifuc sunguineis. Lath. ind. orn. suppl.

Violet Plantain-Eater. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

j*. highly elegant bird constituting the present 
genus is of African origin, and appears to have



been first accurately described by Mr. Isert, in 
the Berlin Transactions. Its length is about 
nineteen inches, of which the tail measures about 
one third: the colour of the whole bird is a  fine 
deep violet, except on the lower part of the wings, 
where the quill-feathers are bright purple or rather 
crimson, tipped with violet, and the crown of the 
head, which is also purple: beneath each eye is a 
white streak pointing backwards to a considerable 
distance: the bill is large and thick, but not long 
irt proportion, and is remarkable for the unusual 
structure of the upper mandible, which rises up
wards at the base, where it forms a kind of vault or 
arch over the base of the forehead : it is of a yel
low colour, stained with red towards the tip: the 
legs are rather short than long, but very stout, and 
of a blackish colour; the feet being disposed as in 
the generality of birds, or with three toes forwards 
and one backward. It is found in the province of 
Acra in Guinea, and is said to live principally on 
the fruit of the Musa or Plantain-tree. It is ex
tremely rare, and Mr. Isert, its describer, informs 
us that notwithstanding all his care, he could only 
obtain a single specimen.

In the» publication entitled Museum Leveri- 
anutn I have myself described this bird as a spe
cies of Cuckow, under the name of Cuculus regius: 
the description was made from a very fine draw
ing, in which the toes were represented as of the 
scansorial kind, viz, with two toes before and two 
behind. This circumstance, added to an evident 
alliance in many points between this bird and the

4 8  VIOLET PLANTA1N-EATER.
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Tonraco-Bird, which ranks in the genus Cuculus, 
determined me Iso station it as a species of Cuckow. 
Mr. Isert’s description, however, being drawn up 
from the living bird, it is but just to suppose his 
statement of this particular to be accurate; though, 
as Mr. Latham has well observed, the Touraco- 
Bird possessing the power of placing the toes at 
pleasure either in a scansorial or ambulatorial di
rection, this particular still seems in some mea
sure uncertain. Should future observations prove 
that the feet are really scansorial in the present 
bird, it may either be transferred to the genus 
Cuculus, or be permitted to form a separate genus 
amung the tribe of Picie scansoria?.

VIOLET PLANTAIN-EATER.  49
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BUPHACA. OX-PECKER.

Generic Character.

Rostrum  rectum, crassius- 
culum, subquadratum, 

versus apicem gibboSum. 
Pedes ambulatorii.

Bill strait, thick ish, squarish, 

gibbous towards the tip.

Feet formed for walking.

A F R I C A N  O X - P E C K I i R .

Buphaga Africana. B. ferrugim o-fusca, subtvs pallidior, rectri

cibus subacuminatis. *

Ferruginous-brown Ox-Pecker, paler beneath, with subacumi
nated tail-feathers.

Buphaga Afriraua. Lin. Sy$t. N at. Jjath. ind. orn.

Le Pii-bceuf. Buff, oil. PI. Enl. 2 9 3 .
Lc Pique-lkeuf. Levaill. ois. afr. pt. 9 7 .

African Bccf-Eater. Lath. syn.

T h e  bird which constitutes the present genus 
is an inhabitant of the hotter parts of Africa, and 
is said to be frequent in Senegal, where its chief 
food consists in the larvae of Oestri or Gad-Flies, 
which it picks out of the skin of the larger cattle, 
thus delivering them from the trouble occasioned 
by those noxious insects. It is for this reason 

that the generic name of Buphaga has been  
applied.



A F R I C A N  O X - P E C K E l l .  J 1

The African Ox-Pecker was observed by Monsr. 
AdansOn during his residence in Senegal, and a 
specimen was by him communicated to Monsr. 
Brisssfoii, who has, with his usual accuracy, de
scribed it in his Ornithology. Its size is not 
larger than that of a Lark, measuring about eight 
inches and a half in length: its colour is rufous- 
brown above, and dull yellowish-white beneath: 
the bill is nearly an inch long, and 'of a yellowish 
colour with a red tip: the tail is cuneated, all the 
feathers being pointed at the end: the legs and 
claws are brown. *

Monsr. Levaillant, who observed this bird in the 
country of the Greater Namaquas, informs us that 
it is usually seen in small flocks of six or eight to
gether. I t  is extremely wild or shy, and will not 
easily admit of a near approach: the strength of 
its beak is very great, and well adapted to the 
purpose of extracting lanlfc from the skin of cattle; 
but it also feeds on various other insects. The 
female differs from the male in being rather 
smaller, and in having the bill of a paler cast.
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ALCEDO. K INGFISHER.

Generic Character.

Rostrum trigonum, crassum, 

rectum, longum.
Lingua carnosa, brevissima, 

plana, acuta.

Pedes gressorii plerisqtte.

B ill trigonal, thick, strain, 
long.

Tongue fleshy, very short, 

flat, sharp-pointed.
Feet, (in most species) gres

sorial.

x  HIS numerous genus appears to be dispersed 
o*er all parts of the Old and New Continent, as 
well'as over the larger islands of both; but it is 
remarkable that one species alone is found in 
Europe. The Kingfishers in general are birds of 
an inelegant shape, but of singular brilliancy of 
plumage, in which the prevailing colours are blue, 
green, and orange. Some of the larger species 
however are of rather obscure colours, exhibiting 
a mixture of brown, black, and white, variously 
modified in the different birds. In their manners 
they all seem to agree, frequenting rivers, sea
shores, and other watery places, and feeding prin
cipally on fish, which they watch, while sfftting on 
the branches or other objects overhanging the 
water, and . suddenly springing on their prey, 
{snatch it out of the water, and after bruising it 
b y . repeated strokes of their bill, immediately 
swallow it. They deposit their eggs in cavities 
formed in the banks of rivers, and, in general, are
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supposed to lay from five or six to eight or nine 
eggs, which in the European Kingfisher are of a 
semitransparent white colour; the hole, or nest, 
if it may properly be so named, being often deeply 
lined at the bottom by a stratum of small fish 
bones and scales. The flight of the Kingfishers is 
horizontal, and remarkably rapid.

The geuus may be divided into iong and short
tailed species; those of the latter division having 
that part extremely short, as in the Common 
Kingfisher.

L O N G - T A I L E D  K I N G F I S H E R S .

G I A N T  K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo gigantea. A . subcristataJ'usca, subtux ulbido nigroquc un- 

dulata, teetricibus alarum urapygioque subthalusrinw, cauda Jas- 

ciis numtrusis nigris.

Slightly-crested brown Kingfisher, beneath whitish with black un

dulations, the wing-coverts ami rump pale sea-green, and the 

tail crossed by numerous black bars.

Alcedo gigantea. A. macroura ybcrh ta ta , 'corpore olitaceo-fuico 

subtus attttdu nigricante fasciata, .cau la ferruginna nigroque fa sc i

ata optic alba. Lath. md. orri.

Alcedo fusca. Lin. Syst. N a t. Gmel.
Leplus grand Martin-pescheur. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 663.

Great browu Kingfisher. Lath. syn. White’s Voy. p . 137 <"*d 

pi. tippus.

T his is by far the largest species hitherto dis
covered, measuring about eighteen inches from the 
tip  o f the bill to  that o f  the tail. Its general de



scription is well detailed by Dr. Latham. “ The 
bill, says, that author, is very large, strong, thick 
at the base, bent at the end, and three inches and 
a quarter long; the upper mandible black, the 
under white, with the base only black: the fea
thers of the head are elongated, sufficient to form 
a moderate crest: the feathers are narrow and 
brown, streaked with paler brown: sides of the 
head, above the eye, and hind part of the head, 
dirty white, with a mixture of dusky: beneath the 
cyes, and sides of the neck deep brown: upper 
part of the hack, and wings olive brown; the 
lower part and rump fine pale blue-green: on the 
middle of the wing-coverts a large patch of glossy 
pale blue-green: outer edges of the quills blue;* 
within, and the tips black; the base of some of 
them white, forming a spot: tail five inches and a 
half long, rounded at the end, barred ferruginous 
and steel-black, with a gloss of purple; the end, 
for one inch, white: the under parts of the body 
dirty white, transversely streaked with narrow 
dusky lines : legs yellow; claws black.” The 
female is of a browner cast than the male; has 
scarcely any appeal anee%f a crest, and has less 
of the blue-green gloss on the middle of the 
wings, &c. *

This species is a native of New Guinea, New 
Holland, and several of the smaller islands of the 
Southern Pacific. In New Holland it is said to 
be known by the name of Googo-ne-gang, or the 
lauglnng Jack-ass, from its singular note, which 
the natives compare with the braying of the,

54  G I A N T  KI NGFI SHER.



European ass, lately introduced among them. In 
Mr. White’s Journal of a Voyage to New South 
Wales we lind an excellent figure of this bird.

G R E A T  AFRICAN KINGFISHER.  5 5

G R E A T  A F R I C A N  K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo Afra. A. cristata fintrca albo-maculata, subtus fcrruginea, 

gula albo nigroque niunduta.

Crested cinereous Kinyfi^lier, spotted with white, beneath ferru

ginous, with Ibe throat spotted black and white.
Alcedo maxima. A . macroura crktuta albo maculosa, corpore 

supra plumbeo subtus ferruginat, jugulo nigro, striga collari' 

gulaque a Ibis. Lath. ind. orn.

Alcedo nwixiuia. Vail. spic. zool. 6 .p . 15. Lin. Cimel. 

Martiu-pescheur hupp6. Huff. vis. PI. Enl. tiyij.

Great At'ricau Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species is equal in size to a common crow, 
and measures from fourteen to sixteen inches in 
length. It is well described by Dr. Pallas, in his 
work entitled Spiciltgia Zoologica, and also by Dr. 
Latham in his Synopsis of Birds. The bill is large, 
strong, compressed, and of a black colour; the 
upper mandible longest: the feathers of the head 
and nape are lengthened into a slight crest, and 
marked with numerous white streaks: the upper 
parfis of fhe body are of a deep lead-colour; the 
under parts ferruginous, in some specimens deep 
red: the crown of the head and the wings are 
darker than the rest of the plumage, which is co
vered with numerous white spots, five on each 
feather, viz. two on each side, and one at the tip:
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on each side the neck is an obliquely descending 
stripe dotted with white: the chin is also white; 
the throat and fore part of the neck black: the 
quills are black, tipped with white, and have a row 
of white spots on each side, those of the inner web 
being placed transversely: the wings, when closed, 
reach beyond the middle of the tail, which is even 
at the tip, and marked in the same manner as the 
quill-feathers: the legs are black. The female is 
said to differ it? having the throat and part of the 
neck pale ferruginous instead of black, and the 
remainder of the under parts white, marked by 
narrow transverse black lines. Native of Africa, 
and principally found about the Cape of Good 
Hope.

C I N E R E O U S  K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo torquata. A . suicrislata plimibea, alis caudaque albo-tna- 

culatis, sub/us fcrrvginca col lari albo.

Subcristated lead-coloured Kingfisher, with white-spotted wings 

and tail; beneath ferruginous with white collar. .

Aicedo torquata. A . niacrmtra subcristata cano-ccerulcsccns, torque 

alio, alis caudaque albu-maculatis. Lin. St/st. Nat.

Aclsalalactli. R ail syn. 126. L ’A latli. Buff. ms. 

Martin-pescheur huppe du Mexique. VI. Enl. 284.
Cinereous Kiugiisher. Lath. syn.

A v e r v  large species, and much allied to the 
African and Belted Kingfishers: indeed it should 
seem that Mr. Pennant, in his Arctic Zoology, 
considers it as the same with the latter, since he



applies to that bird the Mexican name of Achala- 
lacti or Fish-Eater. Linnaeus however regards 
the present bird as a distinct species, in which he 
is followed by Dr. Latham. Its size is that of a 
Magpie, and its length fifteen inches and a half. 
The Count de Buffou describes it under the name 
of Alatli, shortening the aboriginal Mexican title. 
Its general colour is blueish-grey above, and fer- 
rugiuous beneath: the feathers <?f the crown of 

t the head are lengthened into a slight crest, and 
are of a deep or blackish lead-colour: the front, 
as far as the eyes, and the throat are white, the 
white passing behind the neck, and forming a 
collar: the wings are varied with dull yellowish 
white, the tips and edges of all the coverts being 
of that colour; but the quill-feathers are dusky, 
with yellowish white bars, and the tail lead-co
loured, with similar bars; the bill and legs fer
ruginous. This species is said to migrate into 
the northern parts of Mexico at certain seasons 
only, and is supposed to come from some warmer 
regions.

CINEREOUS KINGFISHER.  5 7

I



BEX-TED K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo Alrvon. A . crhlata plumbra albo punctata, subtus alba

fascia  pectorali fcrruginco nigruc/ue nebulosa.

Crested lead-coloured Kingfisher, speckled with white; beneath 

white with ferruginous pectoral bar clouded with black.

Alcedo Alcyon. A . macroura cristatu carvlctccns, abilomine albo, 

pcctore ferruginev, macula alba ante ptmtque oculos. Lin. St/st. 

Nut. Luih. ind. orn.

American Kingfisher. *}-'.du'. 115. ('atab. Carol. \ .p l .  6 9 .

Belted Kingfisher. Lath. ind. orn. Venn. Arct. Zool. VI. 

l.nl. 715. 59J.

G r e a t l y  allied to the African Kingfisher, but 
of smaller size, usually measuring from ten to 
twelve or thirteen inches: general colour blueish 
ash above, and white beneath ; the bill black, two 
inches and a half long; the head crested with long 
blueish-grey feathers: above the upper mandible 
a white spot, and beneath each eye another: chin 
and throat white: the upper part of the breast 
crossed by a broad grey be lt; in some individuals 
chesnut-colour: the lower part and belly white: 
the sides of a vermilion-colour; in some crossing 
the breast: the upper part' of the neck, the back, 
and coverts of the wings blueish grey: the se
condaries the same; their etds, and those of the 
lower order of coverts, tipped with white: prima
ries black, barred with white: the legs orange: 
weight about three ounces and a half. The above 
is the description of this bird as it is generally seen



in the northern parts of America, where, accord
ing to Mr. Pennant, it inhabits Hudson’s Bay, 
Norton Sound, &c. In Mexico it is called Acha- 
lalacti or the Fish-Eater. It has, says Mr. Pen
nant, the same cry, manners, and solitary disposi
tion with the European species, and feeds not 
only on fish but lizards. It makes its nest in the 
face of high banks, penetrating deep into them in 
a horizontal direction, and laying lour white eggs, 
which discharge the young in June., In Mexico 
it is of a migratory nature: it is there considered 
as an edible bird, but is observed to have a rank 
or fishy flavour, like most other fish-eating birds. 
Like many others of this genus, the present spe

cies is observed to vary in different regions both 
in point of size and plumage: the abdomen iu 
some is ferruginous, and in others the zone or 
band across the breast is of a mixed giey and 
c h e s n u t - colour instead of plain; and lastly, the 
legs and tower mandible are in some dusky, and 

in others reddish.

BELTED K IN G F IS H E R .  5 9



AMAZONIAN KINGFISHER*

Alcedo Amazona. A . tiridi-nitcns, subtm Ivnulaque colli alba, la- 

teribus viridi-variegatts, remigibus rectricibusquc albo-niaculatis. 

Lath. ind. urn.
Glossy-green Kingfisher, white beneath ; the sides o f the neck 

white; those o f  the body variegated with green, and the wing 

and tail-feathers spotted with, white.

Amazonian Kingfisher. Lath. syn. suppt.

S i z e  of the Belted Kingfisher, if nof larger: 
length thirteen inches: bill three inches long, 
strait, and black: under mandible yellow at the 
base: upper parts of the body shining green: 
chin, throat, and belly white, passing backwards 
in a ring to the nape: sides of the body, and parts 
over the thighs mottled with green: breast clouded 
with the same: quills spotted with white: the two 
middle tail-feathers green; the others the same, 
but darker, and spotted on each side the web 
with white: legs black. Native of Cayenne. De
scribed by Dr. Latham in the Supplement to his 
Synopsis of Birds.
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Alcedo /t'syptia. A. macroura fusca muculis ferrugineis, gulu. sub- 

fcrruginca, abdomme femoribusque albidis maculis cinereis, cauda 

cinrrascentc. Lath. ind. orn.

Brou n Kingfisher with .ferruginous spots, subferruginoiis throat, 

whitish belly and thighs marked with cinereous spots, and sub- 

cinereous tail.

Alcedo ALgyptia. Hasselq. it. p. 245. Lin. Gmel.

Egyptian Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T h i s  is described by Hasselquist as of the size 
of the C o i t u s  Cornix or Royston Crow: the bill 
blackish; more than an inch broad at the base, 
and two inches long: the head, shoulders, and 
back brown, varied with obloug ferruginous spots: 
the sides the same, with bright ferruginous spots, 
broadest at the tips of the feathers: the throat 
lerruginous-w’hite: the belly and thighs, whitish, 
with longitudinal broadish cinereous spots: upper 
tail-coverts quite white: quills spotted with white 
on the inner webs, principally at the tips: tail 
even. at the end, and inclining to ash-colour: 
legs pale green : claws blackish. Inhabits lower 
Egypt; building 111 Sycamore Trees and Date 
Palms, and feeding on frogs, insects, and small 
fish.

I know not whether Hasselquist was sufficiently 
conversant in Ornithology to have at all times ac
curately distinguished the genera of birds. It is 
not impossible that he may have referred to the

E G Y P T I A N  KINGFISHER.



genus Alcedo some species of the Bittern tribe. 
The building on trees seems not to accord with 
the general manners of the Kingfisher genus.

62 NEW  G UIN EA K I N G F I S H E R .

N E W  G U I N E A  K I N G F I S H E R .

A. Novae Guinea;. A . nigra, supra mactilis albis rotundatis, sub

tus elovgatit; collo utrivque macuhs duabus majoribus.

Black Kuipfisher, marked above with round, and beneath with 
lengthened white sj>ots; the neck marked on each side by two 

largor spots.
Aleedo Novae Guinea;. A. nigra alio maculata. Lin. Gmel. 

Marlin-p£eheur de la nouvelle Guinee. jfonncr. voy. pi. 107.

Now-Guinea Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Sonnerat. S ize equal to that of  

the Egyptian Kingfisher: bill and hides blackish: 
whole plumage black, spotted or marked with  

white, the spots being of an irregular figure: the 

head, neck, and wing-coverts marked with small 

round spots: the quil 1-feathers and tail similar, 

but the spots twice the size: breast and belly 
marked with longitudinal white spots, each fea
ther having a stripe down the middle: on each 
side the neck two large white spots, one above 
the other; the intervening space being narrow, 
and spotted like the rest of the neck: the upper 
spot is pear-shaped, with the point upwards, and 
somewhat, oblique; the lower spot round: the legs 
are blackish. This species is a native of New 
Guinea.





P I E D  K I N G F I S H E R .

*1W [ S **NPfc,
Alcedo rudis. A .crista ta  supra albo nigroque varia, suit us alba 

fascia ptctorali nigra. -•
Crested Kingfisher, varied above with black and white; beneath 

white with a black pectoral bar.
Alcedo rudis. A . macrourafwcu albido varia. Lin. Syst. N at. 

Alcedo rudis. A . macroura nigra albido varia, suhtus alba. Ijdth.

ind. orn. 1

Black and white Kingfisher. Edw. pi. 9- 

Le Martin-p^cheur pie. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 7 1 6 . 62.

Black and white Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

W ell described by Edwards, whose specimen 
howefer seems to have been a female, since no 
mention is made of the head being furnished with 
a crest. “ This bird, says Edwards, is of the size 
of a Song-Thrush; it hath a long, strait bill, flat 
crown, long head, and short neck: the head I. 
think not so big in proportion to its body as in 
some others of this genus: it hath pretty long 
wings, aud a long ta i l : all of the Kingfisher kind 
are short-legged: the bill is pretty thick at the 
base, ending in a sharp point, of a black colour, 
having a groove or channel on each side the upper 
mandible, in which the nostrils are placed near 
the base: the eyes are placcd just over the cor
ners of the mouth: the crown of the head and 
hinder part of the neck is black: from the corners 
of the mouth, under the eyes, is a broad black line, 
which falls into the same colour behind the neck:
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from the nostrils are drawn white lines above the 
eyes, and continued the whole length of the head: 
the whole under side, from bill to tail, is of a dirty 
yellowish \f hite, except a little bar of black spots 
that crosses the middle of the breast: the whole 
back is black, the feathers having grey tips: the 
ridge of the wing is white; all the covert-feathers 
party-coloured of black and white: the bastard 
wing black: the first or largest quill-feathers are 
white at their bottoms, then black, having the very 
tips white: the middle quills have white spots in 
their outer webs, and white tips: the remaining 
quills next the back are black with white tips: 
the tail-feathers are white toward their bottoms; 
with a row of transverse Mack spots: toward the 
tips is a bar of black of an inch broad, th'e tips 
beyond the bar being white: the legs and feet are 
of a dirty brown colour, shaped as in all others of 
this kind.”

The above-described specimen is said to have 
been received from Persia. The bird appears to 
inhabit various regions both of Asia and Africa, 
and to vary somewhat in size, as well as in the 
particular mixture of colours in the plumage. In 
a specimen represented in the Planches Enlumi- 
n6es the head is strongly crested, and a black bar 
passes across the breast. The figure engraved for 
the present work is likewise from the Planches 
Enlumin6es, and was probably taken from a 
young bird, since it is said to have been some
what smaller than the crested individual.



CAT-E K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo Capcnsis. A . cincreo-thalassina subtus sublutea, rostro 

maxima rubro.

Cinereous sea-green Kingfisher, subluteous beneath, with very 

large red bill.

Alcedo Capensis. A . macroura cmereo-cterulca, subtus fu lva , pec- 
tore testuCeo, rostru rubro. Lin. Syst. N at. Lath. ind. am. ®

Martin pescheur a gros bee. Buff. ois. liuff. on. PI. Enl. 5Q0. 

Cape Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

A l a r g e  species, measuring fourteen inches in 
length: bill extremely large, and of a bright red 
colour, as are also the legs: crown of the head 
yellowish ash-colour: upper parts of the body 
blue-green, growing more brilliant on the lower 
part of the back and rump: wings and tail blue- 
green: whole under parts, from bill to vent, pale 
orange-colour. In some specimens the crown of 
the head is brownish, and the tips of the wings 
black. Native of Africa, and chiefly observed 
about tlie Cape of Good Hope.
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Alcedo Malitnhica. A . thalassina, gula abdomincijuc albulis, tec- 

tricibus alarum fasdaque transocvlari nigris.

Sea-greeu or beryl Kingfisher, with the throat and belly whitish;

the wing-coverts and streak across the eyes black,

Le Martiu-p&cheur de Malimbe. Sonnini Buff.

T h is  bird, according to Monsr. Sonnini, is per
fectly distinct from the Cape Kingfisher, to which 
it is much allied in the form of its bill, and, in some 
degree, in the distribution of its colours. Its total 
length is nine inches and a half, of which the bill 
measures two and a half, and is ten lines in dia
meter at its base: the tail measures three inches, 
and the wings, when closed, reach half its length: 
the forehead is grey ; the head, neck, back, rump, 
tail, and breast of a beryl or sea-green colour: the 
throat and belly whitish: on each side of the head 
is a black streak across the eyes: the wing-coverts 
and scapulars are black: the quill-feathers sea- 
green externally, but. brown within, and at their 
tips: the irides rose-coloured: the upper mandible 
yellow, spotted with red and black on the edges 
and tip: the lower mandible black: the legs and 
feet brown: in the female the head, neck, back, 
and breast are of a blueish grey, and the wing- 
coverts and scapulars brown instead of black. 
This species was discovered, according to Sonnini, 
by Monsr. de Perrein, who*observes that it is



common in Malimba about the sea-coasts, from 
which it rarely departs, and feeds on worms and 
fish.
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JAVA K IN G F I S H E R .

Alcedo Javanica. A . cctrvlea dorso lhalitssino, capite cnllo cor» 

poreque subtus albido-Jiavesccntibus, vertice nigro striato.

Blue Kingfisher, with sea-green back, yellowish white head, neck, 

and body; the crown o f the head streaked with black.
Alcedo leucocephala. A . viridi-carulea, capite collo corporequc 

subtus albo-Jlavescentibus, gula alba, vertice nigro-striato. Lath, 
ind. urn.

Martin-pescheur a tete et cou couleur de paille. Buff. vis. PI. 
F.nl. 7 5 7 .

White-headed Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

O f  somewhat larger size than the two immedi
ately preceding species, measuring twelve inches 
in length: the head, neck, and whole under parts 
are of a straw-colour, but the crown of the head 
slightly dashed or streaked longitudinally with 
brown: the wings and tail fine deep blue, glossed 
or clouded with deep green, but the larger quills 
black: the whole back and rump bright pale-blue 
with a greenish cast: across the breast a narrow 
bar of blue, joining that of the shoulders. Native 
of Java.
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Albedo Smvrnensis. A . fcrruginea, gula albida, alii dorso cauda- 

quc nitidc caruhis, rostro fediliutque rubris.

Ferruginous Kingfisher, with whitish throat, glossy blue wings, 

back and tail, and red bill and legs.
Alcedo Smyrncnsis. A. macruura fcrruginea, alis cauda dorsoquc 

viridibut. Lin. Syst. N a t.
Alredo Smyruensis. B ritt, av. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Martin-pecheur bleu et roux. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 232. 894. 

G rea t Gambia Kingfisher. Edit), pi. 8.

Smyrna Kingfisher. Lath. syn. Albin. 3. pi. 37- 

G reat Bengal Kingfisher. Albin. 3. pi. 28.

T his, when in full perfection of plumage, may 
be considered as one of tire most brilliant of the 
whole feathered race, the lucid blue of the wings 
scarcely yielding in lustre to those of the splendid 
butterfly called Papilio Meuelaus. The bird, how
ever, varies in point of colour in different indivi
duals. It seems to have been first described and 
figured iu the wretched work of Albin, under the 
name of the large Kingfisher from  Bengal, and 
afterwards by Edwards, who calls it the great 
Kingfisher from  the Jliver Gambia. “ For bigness, 
says Edwards, this bird equals, if not exceeds the 
Missel-Bird or Greater Thrush: it is great-headed, 
short-necked, the body neither over-long or round: 
the tail is long, the wings pretty long, the legs very 
short: the bill is long and strait, pretty thick to
wards the head, ending in a sharp point, of a bright 
scarlet colour: the upper mandible is channelled on



each side, in which channels are placed the nostrils, 
pretty near the head: the angles or corners of the 
mouth are deep-cut, and fall directly under the 
eyes: under eacfi eye is a narrow border of white 
feathers: the head, neck whole under side, and part 
of the back, are covered with dirty orange-coloured 
feathers: the chin and breast lighter than the back: 
in the middle of the breast some of the tips of the 
feathers are white: the wings are purple in the up
per part, the greater feathers being blue: yet the 
foremost of the prime-quills are black: though the 
upper part of the wing be mostly purple, yet there 
is a narrow space of blue runs round the purple: 
the ridge of the wing is white: the lower part of 
the back and rump is of a blue-green changeable 
colour: the wing-feathers which border on the 
b;ick partake of the same changeable colour: the 
tail is of a fine blue colour, yet it in some lights 
has a greenish cast: the legs and feet are of a red 
colour, with black claws: the middle and outer toe 
joined together as in our Kingfisher.”

The above specimen was communicated to Ed
wards by Mr. Peter Collinson, and, from nq men
tion being made of the peculiar brilliancy of the 
wings, we may conclude that it was either a female 
bird, or one in the first year’s plumage. Albin’s 
specimen seems to have been of a brighter cast, 
and was probably a male. In some specimens the 
wing-coverts are marked by a patch or bar of black, 
and in others a few spots of that colour are observ
ed on the sides of the breast, which is sometimes of 
a clear white, and sometimes of a yellowish cast. In

S M Y R N A  K I N G F I S H E R .  flQ



all the biU and legs are of a bright red colour, Thi* 
elegant species appears to be an extended inhabitant 
of thewarmer regions of the Old Continent, being 
found about the coasts of the Grteian islands, in 
the midst of Africa, and in several parts of India.

....Tint .  'i r ' i n r ."i nr

BLACK-CAPPED KINGFISHER.

Alcedo atricapilla. A . -ciolaceo catrulca, cullari pectorcque albis, 
vertice humerisque nigris, abdomine ferrvgineo,

Violet-bloe Kingfisher, with white collar and breast, black crown 
and shoulders, and ferruginous abdomen.

Alcedo atricapilla. A . violaceu-aerulea, capite certiice hmneris rr- 

ntigibusqtic apice nigris, collo mferiore et torque albo, abdomine 

riffo. Lath, ind. om .

Le Martin-p^cheur a coiftc noire. Buff. ois. PL Eal. 673. 
Black-capped Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

F ar. Maitiu-pedieur de Tide de Lufon. Sonner. toy . pi. 31.

A  m o s t  beautiful species, in size equal to the 
Smyrna Kingfisher, and of equal brilliancy of co
lour, but the blue, instead of verging towards a sea- 
greenjhne on a change of light, is rather of a smalt- 
colour. The Black-Capped Kingfisher appears to 

been first described by Sonnerat. Its length 
j& about ten inches: the bill and legs are red : the 
crown of the head, the shoulders, and tips of the 
wings are deep black; the back, wings and tail of 
tfte rich blue above-mentioned} the throat and 
breast white, passing behind the neck so as to form 
a broad collar, separating the black colour of the 
(Crown from the blue of the back: the abdomen ru-
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fous or orange-colour. Native of India, China, 
and the Indian islands, and admitting of some 
varieties in the intensity and disposition of the 
colours.

.

CRAB'-EATINjG KINGFISHER.

Alcedo cancrophaga. A . viHdi-cceruUa, s'jbtus jlavescens, tectm ir  

bus fasciaquc transocutari nigris, rostroferrugbneo.

Greenish-blue Kingfisher, yellowish beneath,; with black wingr 
coverts and eyc-stripe, and ferruginott* bill.

Aleedo cancrophaga. A . macroura ecrruleo-tbidis, sttkus Jtavts- 
cent i-fuka ,fa sc ia  per oculos tectricilmt alarum renrigibtisque apice 

nigris. hath. ind. orn.

Le Martin-pecheur apelM Crabi^r. BqjF* oil. PI. Enl. 334. 
Crab-eating Kingfisher. Lath. tyn.

S i z e  equal to that of the Java Kingfisher: bill 
ferruginous, and rather bending towards the tip, 
then subascending, as in the preceding bird: crown 
of the head, middle of the wings, back, and tail fine 
blue-green: wing-coverts and tips of the wings 
black, or rather brownish black; from the bill, 
across the eyes, a black streak; whole under parts, 
from bill to vent, pale buff, or yellow-ferruginous: 
legs dull red. Native of Senegal, where it is called 
the Crab-Eater.
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Alccdo Senegalensis. A . cyanea subtus alba, capite cano, tectrici- 

bus nigris, rostro supra rubro infra nigro.

Deep-blue Kingfisher, white beneath, with grey head, black wing- 

coverts, and bill red above and black below.

Alcedo Senegalensis. A . macroura cyanea, subtus alba, capite cano, 

tectrkibus alarum nigris. Lin. Syst. N a t. Lath. ind. orn, 

Martin-p^cheur a tete grise. Buff. oil. PI. Enl. 594.
Senegal Kingfisher. Latlf. syn.
Var. Martin pecheur bleu et noir du Senegal. Buff. ois. PI. 

Enl. 3SG.Jig. inf.

D e s c r i b e d  by BufFon, Forskal, &c. allied to the 
Crab-Eating Kingfisher, but smaller: length nine 
inches: upper mandible red; lower black: head, 
throat, and neck brownish grey; between the bill 
and eyes a black spot: wing-coverts and tips of 
the wings black: back, middle of the wings, and 
tail blue-green; sometimes deep blue: abdomen 
white: legs brown or black. A variety has been 
observed in which the bill is red; the head and 
neck whitish; the wings black, with a blue middle 
bar: the breast and belly ferruginous; the tail 
blue, and the legs red. Found in various parts of 
Africa, and said to feed much on a species of land 
crab.
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Alcedo Dea. A . nigro ccerulea, subtus subrosaceo-alba, rectricibus 

duabus intermedin longissimis.

Dark-blue Kingfisher, subrosaceous White beneath, with the two 

middle tail-feathers very long.
Alcedo Dea. A . rectricibus duabus intermediic longitmmis medio 

attenm tit, carport nigro cxrulescente, ahs itrescentibut. Jm . 

Syst. N at, Lath. bid. om .

Avis paradisiaca tem atana. Seb. mus. 1. 1.46. f .  3. 
M artin-pt'cheur a  longs brins. Buff. ois. PL Enl. 116.

Ternate Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T his highly elegant bird departs in some degree 
from the rest of the genus Alcedo in point of habit, 
and would perhaps be arranged under a distinct 
genus by an ornithologist solicitous of scrupulous 
exactitude. Linnaeus, however, placed it among 
the rest of the Kingfishers, and I shall, in the pre
sent instance, follow his example.

The Alcedo Dea or Long-Shafted Kingfisher 
seems to have been first described and figured in 
the magnificent work of Seba, under the title of 
Avis Paradisiaca Ternatana, or Ternate Paradise- 
Bird. His description, however, is but slight, and 
the figure not entirely correct. A highly accurate 
description occurs in the Ornithology of Briseon, 
accompanied by a very exact figure. The,size of 
the bird is that of a Starling, and its length, irony 
the tip of the bill to that of the tail, is thirteen 
inches and three lines; the wings, when closed, 
reach only about an inch beyc$4 itg base; tfee



bill is rather short than long, thick at the base, 
sharp-pointed, and of a bright orange-colour: the 
head and upper part of the neck are of a fine blue, 
deeper on the sides, and lighter on the crown; the 
upper part of the back and the scapular feathers 
brown, bordered with deep blue: the throat, under 
part of the neck, breast, belly, thighs, and rump 
white, slightly tinged with rose-colour: the smaller 
wing coverts are of a very bright blue; the larger 
of a deeper blue: all the quill-feathers are blue on 
the outside edges, but are brown within and at the 
tip s : the tail consists of ten feathers, the two 
middle ones exceeding the next adjoining by four 
inches, and the outer ones by four inches and a 
half: the two long feathers are webbed to the dis
tance of only about one third from the base, and 
again at the tips, the intermediate part being only 
very slightly barbed by extremely short fibres, so 
as to appear at first sight like a naked shaft: this 
naked part is of a blue colour, the base and tips 
being of a subrosaceous white, with a blue spot on 
the outer web: the rest of the tail-feathers are rose- 
white, edged with brown; the legs and feet reddish, 
This beautiful bird is a native of Ternate, one of 
the Molucca islands. The middle tail-feathers' are 
said to be longer in the male than in the female. I t 
is not improbable that the same particularity may 
take place in this bird which has before been re
corded of the Momot, viz. that the naked appear* 
anee of the middle part of the two longest tail- 
feathers may not be truly natural, but may be 
owing to a  temporary loss of the webs on that
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part, as in the bird just mentioned. This, how
ever, being merely conjecture, can only be ascer
tained by a more complete knowledge of the bird.
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COROMANDEL KINGFISHER.

Alcedo Coromanda. A . pallide violaceo-rosfa, subtvi rafescdu,

uropygio tctnia longitudinali cceruleo-alba, 'gula alba. hath, ind, 
orn.

Pale violaceous-rose-coloured Kingfisher, rufescent beneath; with 

the rump marked by a longitudinal blueish-wliite band, and 

white throat.
Martin-pecheur violet de la cote de Coromaudel. Sonner. voy. 

pi. 218.

S ize of a Blackbird: bill and irides reddish: head, 

hind part of neck, back, wings, and tail reddish 

lilac-colour, glossed with violet: quills, externally, 
the same, but within yellowish rufous: on the rump 
a perpendicular blueish-white streak: throat white: 
rest of the under parts light rufous: legs reddish. 
Native of Corom a^el, inhabiting the coasts: 'a 
highly elegant species, first described and figured 

by Sonnerat.



7 6

Alcedo Maculata. A . fusca , Jiavcscenti-maculata, subtus alba 

fasco-maculata, gula Jlava. Lin. Gmet. Lath. ind. orn.

Brown Kingfisher with yellowish spots; beneath white with brown 
spots, and yellow throat.

Matuiti. Raii. syn. Will. orn. Buff, ois.

Brasilian spotted Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Marcgrave: size that of a Star
ling: bill red, with the upper mandible a little bent 
at the tip : upper parts of the body brown, spotted 
with pale yellow: quills and tail brown, marked 
by transverse pale yellow spots: throat yellow: 
under parts white, marked with small brown spots: 
legs cinereous. Native of Brasil.

S P O T T E D  B R A S I L I A N  K I N G F I S H E R .

C A Y E N N E  K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo Cayanensis. A . ccerulea subtus alba, fascia infra occiput 
nigra, vropygto viridi-cacruku. Lath. ind. orn*

Blue Kingfisher white beneath, with a black bar below the hind- 
head, and blue-green rump.

Taparara. Buff. ois.
Cayenne Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species, which is described by Buffon under 
the name of Taparara, is a native of Cayenne and 
Guiana: its size is that of a Starling, and its length, 
according to the accurate Brisson, nine inches and



fire lines: the upper part of the head, the bade, 
wings, and tail are of a fine blue; but the quills 
and tail-feathers are blackish or dusky on their 
inner webs: the rump and covert-feathers of the 
tail of a brilliant beryl-blue or sea-green colour: 
beneath the hindhead is a transverse black band: 
the throat, neck, breast, belly, thighs, and lower 
tail-coverts are white: the upper mandible is black; 
the lower red, as are also the legs and feet.

G R E E N - H E A D E D  K I N G F I S H E R .  7 7

GREEN-HEADED KINGFISHER.

Alcedo chlorocephala. A . vindi-c&rulca subtus alba, verlice viridi

nigro marginatu.
Blue-green Kingfisher white beneath, with green crown margined 

with black.
Alcedo clilorocephaJa. A . viridis, collo albo, torque nigro, alis 

caudaquc thalassinis. Lin. Gmel.
Alcedo chlorocephala. A . cceruleo-viridis subtus colloque albo, 

capite viridi, torque nigro. Lath. ind. orn.

Martin pecheur a tete verte. Buff. oil. PI. Enl. 7 8 3 ./ .  2. 

Green-headed Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

A  h i g h l y  elegant species; length about nine 
inches: colour of the upper parts green, deepest on 
the back, and changing to blue-green on the wings 
and tail; the lower part of the quill-feathers dusky: 
crown of the head deep green, bounded by black, 
a stripe of that colour passing from the base of the 
bill across the eyes, and uniting behind: the neck 
and under parts of the bird are white, but some
what dusky on the abdomen. Described by Buffon



from a specimen brought by Commerson from 
Bouro, one of the Molucca islands. In the work 
entitled Planches Eluminees it is erroneously said 
to be from the Cape of Good Hope.
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SACRKD KINUFISHER.

Alcedo sacra. A . cxrulco-viridis svttus alba, superciliis strigaque 

sub ot'ulis Jerrugineit, rcmtgibus cauduquc nigricantibus. Lath, 
ind. om .

Blue-green Kingfisher white beneath, with a ferruginous streak 
above and beneath the eyes, and blackish wings and tail. 

Sacred Kingfisher. White’s I ’oy. p. 193. and p i. uppos. var. crestcd. 

Sacred Kingfisher. Lath. syn. pi. '27- var. subfulvous beueath.

S i z e  of the Green-Headed Kingfisher, to which 
it seems considerably allied, and appears to be 
found, in many varieties, throughout the smaller 
scattered islands called the Society Isles in the 
South Sea, as well as in some parts of the vast is
land, or rather continent of New Holland. The 
crown of the head and upper parts are blue-green, 
palest on the lower and deepest on the upper parts 
of the back: the quills and tail dusky, with blue 
edges, appearing entirely blue when closed: over 
the eyes generally passes a ferruginous streak, 
bounding the green of the crown; the throat is 
white; the remainder of the under parts very pale 
ferruginous, passing upwards, in the form of a 
moderately broad collar, round the neck: the bill 
is dusky, the under mandible whitish towards the



base: the legs blackish. In  some specimens a 
dark or blackish streak or band passes from the 
angles of the bill through the eyes, encircling the 
crown; and in others the vent and thighs are 
dusky, the green on the upper parts darker, and 
the wings and tail deep blue. Specimens have 
also been observed in which the crown of the 
head, wings, and tail were of a very dark or blue
ish green, the wing coverts aione being pale-blue.

Vur.

CR E ST ED  SACRED KINGFISHER.

The most remarkable variety seems to be the 
crested one, described and figured in Mr. White’s 
Journal of a Voyage to New South "Wales. In  
this variety the head is strongly crested; the bill 
black, and the legs reddish. The description ac
companying the figure runs thus. “ This bird is 
about the size of a Thrush, and measures nearly 
ten inches in length: the top of the head is blue 
and crested; sides of the head and back part of it 
black; over the eye, from the nostrils, a rusty-co
loured streak; the chin, middle of the neck all 
round, and all the under parts of the body, buff- 
colour, more or less inclining to rust; the upper 
part of the plumage chiefly blue ; but the begin
ning of the back is black, as are also the quills and 
tail-feathers within, being blue only on the outer 
edge#: the .bill is large and blade, but the base of 
the under jaw is whitish: the legs are brown." Io

s a c k e d  k i n g f i s h e r . 7 9
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most of the regions where these birds are found, 
the inhabitants are said to hold them in particular 
esteem, and hence the title of sacred, applied to 
the present species.

COLLARED KINGFISHER.

Alcedo collaris. A . viridi-ceerulea, curporc subtus collarique albis. 

Lath. ind. orn.

Blue-green Kingfisher, while beutalli, and with white collar.
Le Martin-pechcur a collier hlanc. Ruff. ois. Sumter, j'oy. pi. 

33.
Sacred Kingfisher. Var. D. Lath. syn.

T h is , which is described by Sonnerat, is a na
tive of the Philippine islands, and is said to be 
smaller than a Blackbird: the bill is black, with 
the lower mandible yellowish at the base: the 
head, back, wings, and tail blue, tinged with 
green: the under parts of the body white, sur
rounding the neck like a collar. This species 
seems much allied to the Alcedo ccerulea or White- 
Collared Kingfisher, but differs in being white be
neath. Dr. Latham, in his Synopsis of Birds, con
sidered it as a variety of the Sacred Kingfisher, but 
in his Index Ornithologicus stations it as a distinct 
species.
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V EN E R A T ED  KINGFISHER

>■ J fa & K ' ’■ 5LG> ■■ . ̂
Alcedo venerata. / u r a  viridi u in a , subtus pallida, fascia su-

;>rrciliari xiridi-albida. Lath. ind. orn.

Brown Kingfisher, varied with green, beneath pale, with a green

ish-white band over each eye.

Venerated Kingfisher. Latk. syn. |fc,

L ength nine inches: upper parts o f the body 
pale brown, but more or less glossed with green, 
especially along the sides of the head, fomiing a 
kind of zone: the wing-coverts, quills, and tail- 
feathers are also edged with green: the under 
parts of the body are whitish : the bill black, with 
the base of the lower mandible white; the legs 
dusky. Native o( the Friendly Islands in the 

South Sea, where it is said to be held in venera
tion, like the preceding kind.

R E S P E C T E D  K I N G F I S H E R .

Vlcedo tufa. A . macroura viridi-olivacea, subtus alba, collari vi- 

rtdi-mgro, superciliis albis. Lath. ind. om.
Olivaceous-green Kingfisher, white beneath, with black-green 

collar, and a white itreak over tlie eyes.
Respected Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Latham. Size pf the Com
mon Kingfisher: length eight inches and a half: 
bill depressed, black, an inch and half in length; 

v. v ia . p. i. 6
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the lower mandible white; the upper parts of the 
body olive-green; over the eye a white streak: 
round the neck a collar of greenish black: the 
under parts of the body-white: tail longish; legs 
black. Native of Otaheitee, where it is held a sa
cred bird.

►  FI.  A V ESC ENT KI NG F IS HE R.

Alccdo fl.ivcsocus. A . supra viridis, subtusJtavcsccns, rostro ru lro , 

canJa Went lea.

G reen  Kiifpfislicr, yellowish beneath , with red hill and b lue  tail. 

Alcedo flavicsuw. A . subtus flatican*, capile dursoquc viridibus, 

rostra rubrv, cauda cttrulra. Lath. ind. urn.
Ten-rou-jouloli. Hist. gen. d. rot/. 10. p . 14y. Huff. ois.

T h i s  species, which is slightly described by 
voyagers, is a native of the island of Celebes, 
where it is named Tcn-rou-joulon. It is said to 
be of the size of a Lark, witji the bill red, the 
head and back green, the belly yellowish, ancf the 
tail of a most beautiful blue.



S3

Alccdo Inda . A . atro-viridis nitenr, albo-punctata, subtus fu lva , 

fascia pcctorali albo nigroque nebulosa.

Glossy dark-green Kingfisher speckled with white, beneath fulvous 

with c louded black and white pectoral band.

Alcedo Inda. A . brachyura rirens, subtus fu lva , fascia pcctorah 

nebulosa. Lin. St/st. N a t. Lath. ind. orn.

Spotted Kingfisher. Edw. pi. 335. Lath. syn.

Alcedo bicolor. A. viridis, fascia pcctorali albo nigroque variegata, 

car pore .subtus torque colli strigaque narcs inter et oculum ru/is. 

h ith . ind. orn.

Alccdo bicolor. Lin. Gincl.
M artin-jK 'dieur vert e l  roux. Huff. ois. PI. EmI. 5t>2. 

ltufous and green Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  !*y Rufl’on. Size of the Common 
Kingfisher: length eight Inches: colour above deep 
green, the wings marked both on the coverts and 
quills with small scattered whitish spots: under 
parts deep golden-rufous, passing, like a collar, 
round the lower part of the neck: across the breast 
a mixed or waved black and white baud or zone: 
tail spotted with yellowish white, like the quills: 
from the nostrils to the upper part of the eye runs 
a rufous streak: the bill is blackish, and the legs 
reddish. Native of Cayenne.

The bird described and figured by( Edwards under 
tht name of the Spotted Kingfisher is so very nearly 
allied to the above that I have no hesitation in con
sidering it as the same species. Edwards describes 
his specyneu in the following mauner. "  The bill

S P O T T E D  K I N G F I S H E R .
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is black or dusky, except the basis of the lower 
mandible, which is orange-coloured: a broad black 
line runs from the bill on each side the head, in 
which lines the eyes are placed: above and beneath 
these black lines pass narrow lines of orange-colour :■ 
the throat, breast, belly, thighs, coverts beneath the 
tail, and inner covert-feathers of the wings are of a 
fine orange-colour: between the neck and breast 
passes a broad list or collar of black feathers edged 
with light ash or whitish: the crown of the head is 
black, but gradually becomes green on the hinder 
part of the neck: the sides of the head beneath the 
eyes are green: the back, rump, upper sides of the 
wings, and tail are also of a fine glassy dark green, 
the wings, rump, and tail-feathers having white 
spots on the edges of their webs: the quills within- 
side, and the under side of the tail are of a dark 
ash-colour, with whitish spots on their webs: the 
tips of the quills without are dusky an inch deep: 
the legs and feet are of a reddish flesh-colour; the 
three forward toes remarkably connected together 
almost to their claws. This curious bird is a native 
of Guiana in South America.”
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Alcedo Americium. A . obscure viridis, subtus alba viridi-maculata, 

striga sub oculis alba, fascia pec! nr all rufa. Lath. ind. orn. 

D ark-green Kingfisher, beneath white spotted with green, with a 

white streak beneath the  eves, and a  rufous pectoral baud. 

M artin-pScheur vert et blanc de  Cayenne. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 

591.
W hite and green Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Buflon: length seven inches: the 
whole upper parts are of a glossy blackish green, 

• but the wings are marked on the larger coverts 
and the smaller quill-fcathers with scattered white 
spots: from the corners of the bill on each side 
passes a white streak beneath the eye to the back 
part of the head, forming a white collar: the under 
parts are white, clouded or varied with a few dark 
green spots, and across the breast of the male runs 
a broad ferruginous bar: the tail is rather long 
than short in proportion to the body; the bill 
black, and the legs red. Native of Cayenne.

W H I T E  A N D  G R E E N  K I N G K I S l l E t t .
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Alccdo Brasiliensis. A . rufrkcns, cnxluneo fusco alboque taria, 
subtus alba, fascia ocutari fusca. Lath, ind. orn.

Jlufesrent Kingfisher, variegated with chesnut brown and white, 

beneath white, with a brown eyc-stripc.

I /■ G ip-gip . Ruff. ois.
Brasilian Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T h i s , according l o  Briteson, is of the size of the 
Common Kingfisher: the head, upper part of the 
neck, the back, wing and tail coverts are pale ru
fous, mixed or varied with ehesnut, brown, and 
white: the quill-feathers rufous, marked by trans
verse white spots; and the tail is of similar co
lour: the bill black, and the legs brown. Native 
of Brasil.

SUPERCILIOUS K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo superciliosa. A . riridis subtus fu lva , gula abdomincquc a/- 
hidis, fascia pcctorali viiidi.

G reen  Kingfisher, fulvous beneath, with whitish th roat and abdo 

men, and green pectoral bar.

Alcedo superciliosa. A. Ivbmucroura viridis, subtus alia fascia 
viridi, supcrciliis fulris.

Little green and orange-coloured Kingfisher. Edw.pl. 245.

L e Martin-J>echeiir vert et orange. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 756 .

Su|>crcilious Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T in s  elegant spccfes is accurately describe^ bv 
Edwards, and is iu length about five inches. “ The



bill, says Edwards, is of a blackish or dusky colour, 
except the lower mandibfe, which is reddish: the 
throat is orange-coloured, and it hath a mark of 
the same colour passing from the base of the bill 
on each side, over the eyes: the head, hinder part 
of the neck, back, tail, and covert-feathers of the 
wings are of a fin£ parrot-green colour: it hath 
also a bar of the same gro*en across the breast; 
the sides, under the wings, and sieves of the belly 
are of a bright reddish orange-colour: the middle 
of the belly, the thigh;*, and covert feathers under 
the tail are white: the tail hath twelve feathers, 
the middle ones a little longer than the others: 
the inner webs of the tail-feathers are spotted with 
white: the inner coverts and thq ridges of the 
wings are of a light orange-colour: the quills are 
dark brown or dusky, spotted with light clay-co
lour on their outer and inner webs, except a few 
of the outer quills, which are without spots: the 
legs and feet are small; the toes connected, as in 
other Kingfishers, and of a flesh-colour: it hath 
the tail a little longer in proportion than the 
Common Kingfisher."’

The individuals of this species, like most others, 
are observed to vary a little in point of plumage; 
the orange stripe over the eyes, which gives rise 
to the Linmean trivial name, being less conspicu
ous in some specimens than in others; in some 
also the orange colour of the throat is continued 
on each side, so as to form a complete collar round 
the neck; and lastly, in the female bird the green 
bar across the breast is wanting.

SUPERCILIOUS KI NGFI SHER.  8 7



SHORT-TAILED KINGFISHERS.

C OM M ON K I N G F f S H E U .

Alcedo lspida. A . atro-viridis, subtus fulva, durso citruleo nitidis- 
simo, vcrticc mitcu/is Iransi'crsis caruleis.

D ark -green Kingfisher, fulvous beneath, with hrilliant-blue back, 

and crown marked by transverse blue spots.

Alcedo Ispida. A . brtichi/urit, supra cyanea, subtus fu lva , loris 
rufts. L inf Syst. N at.

Ispida. Gesn. Aldrov. Sf-c.
The Kingfisher. Will. orn. Penn. Brit. Ztiol.
Lc Martin-pAcheur. Buff. ois. PI. F.nl. 7 7 .

Common Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T h e  Alcedo Ispida or Common Kingfisher is 
the only species of this genus found in Europe, 
where, as well as in other parts of the Old Conti
nent, it is chiefly observed in the temperate re
gions. Of the British birds it is by far the most 
brilliant, and indeed no Euroi>ean bird can equal 
it in splendor of colours except the Coracias Gar- 
rula or Roller, and the Merops Apiaster or Bee- 
Eater, neither of which are natives of Britain, 
though sometimes seen as occasional stragglers. 
The Kingfisher is a bird of a retired and solitary 
nature, and is only to be found near rivers, brooks, 
or stagnant waters, living entirely 011 the smaller 
kind of fish: its general length is about seven inches, 
its breadth eleven inches, and its weight about





an ounce and quarter: its shape is not elegant, 
the body being of a heavy form, the head large, 
the bill long, and the legs very short: the parti
cular distribution of colours on the Kingfisher may 
be thus described: the upper mandible is blackish, 
the lower orange-coloured or reddish: the crown 
of the head very dark green, crossed or undulated 
by numerous short, transverse, bright-blue streaks: 
the shoulders and whole wings of the same dark- 
green colour, but the, edges of the quill-feathers 
glossed with pale blue, and the shoulders marked 
by numerous small spots of the same colour: from 
the neck, down the middle of the back to the tail, 
passes a broad stripe of the most brilliant pale 
blue, formed of fine long-fibred feathers: the tail 
is very short, and of a deep blue colour: on each 
side the head, between the bill and eye, is a small 
rufous spot: from the corners of the lower man
dible on each side is a dark green stripe, crossed 
by numerous blue undulations, like the crown of 
the head: above this, on each side, beyond the 
eye is an oblong orange streak, and behind this a 
white one: the throat is white to a small distance, 
but soon becomes tinctured with rufous or orange- 
colour, which possesses the whole remainder of the 
lower part of the body: the irides and legs are red: 
the claws black. The male and female bear an ex
treme resemblance to each other.

The Kingfisher builds, or at least deposits its 
eggs, in the banks either of rivers or stagnant 
waters, the eggs being generally from five to seven 
or nine in number. This bird is supposed to be

COMMON KINGFISHER* 8 9



the poetical Alcyou or Halcyon of the ancients, 
which was believed to build a floating nest; an 
idea which perhaps originated from a view of the 
nests of some of the Colymbi or Grebes, which 
build their nests among aquatic plants, and which 
are sometimes so loosely attached as to be occa
sionally carried to some little distance 011 the sur
face of the water. The nest of the Kingfisher is 
variously described by different authors; some 
maintaining that the bird deposits its eggs on the 
bare surface of the mould at the end of the hole 
in which it resides: this hole is constantly observed 
to be in an ascending direction, and is often two 
or three feet in length, terminating in a cavity, 
which is generally strewed or lined with a layer of 
small fish bones, intermixed with scales. Aristotle 
affirms that the nest is in the form of a long-necked 
gourd, and composed of fish-boues. “  The King
fisher, says the Count de Buli'on, nestles in the 
banks of rivers and brooks, in holes made by wa
ter-rats, or by crabs, which it deepens and fashions, 
and contracts at the aperture? small fish bones and 
stales are found in it, among, sand, but without 
any arrangement, and here its eggs are deposited: 
though we cannot find those little pellets with which 
Bclon says it plasters its nest, or trace the form im
puted to it by Aristotle, who compares this nest 
to a gourd, and its substance and texture to those 
sea-balls or lumps of interwoven filaments w hich 
cut with difficulty, but when dried become friable.” 
Dr. Latham says the Kingfisher lavs its eggs, to 
the number of seven or more, in a hole in the bank

90 COMMON K I N G F I S H E R .



of the river or stream it frequents, for it makes no 
nest, and adds, that the remains of the fish on 
which it feeds do by no means soil the habitation, 
as it brings up the indigestible parts in pellets, 
like birds of prey.

In Mr. Bewick’s elegant publication on British 
birds, mention is made of a Kingfisher's nest, 
which, in the compactness of its form, resembled 
that of a chaffinch: it was made entirely of small 
fish-bones, cemented together with1 a brown gluti
nous substance. In a succeeding paragraph, how
ever, an account is given of a boy’s having found 
the eggs of a Kingfisher deposited on the bare 
ground, at the end of a hole in a bank, half a yard 
in length; and the author concludes with a suppo
sition that these birds sometimes, perhaps from ne
cessity, build a nest, and at other times make the 
dry ground answer that purpose.

In the Ornithological Dictionary of Colonel 
Montagu we find the following statement on this 
subject. "  'Fhe many curious accounts which have 
been given of the nest of this bird induced us to 
take some pains to discover the fart. The result 
of our researches are, that the hole chosen to breed 
in is always ascending, and generally two or three 
feet in the bank: at the end is scooped a hollow, 
at the bottom of which is a quantity of .small fish 
bones, nearly half an inch thick, mixed in the 
earth: this is undoubtedly the castings of the pa
rent birds, and not the young, for we have found 
it even before they have eggs, and have every rea
son to believe both male and female go to that
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spot for no other purpose than to eject this matter 
for some time before the female begins to lay; and 
that they dry it by the heat of their bodies, as 
they are frequently observed to continue in the 
hole for hours, long before they have eggs. On 
this matter the female lavs to the number of seven 
eggs, which are all perfectly white and transparent, 
of a short oval form, weighing about one dram.” 
Colonel Montagu adds, that he could never ob
serve the old birds with any thing in their bills 
when they went in to feed their young; from which 
it may be concluded that they eject from their sto
mach for that purpose.

The general manners of the Kingfisher are well 
detailed by Mr. Pennant, who observes that it 
frequents the banks of rivers, and feeds on fish. 
To compare* small things with great, says Mr. 
Pennant, it takes its prey after the manner of the 
Osprey, balancing itself at a certain distance over 
the water for a considerable space; then darting 
below the surface, brings up the ptey in its fi?et. 
He ndds, that while it remains thus suspended in 
air in a bright day, the plumage exhibits a most 
be autiful variety of the most dazzling and brilliant 
colours; a particularity which did not escape the 
notice of the ancients. In Mr. Bewick’s elegant 
work, before quoted, we find a similar account of 
this attitude of the Kingfisher. "  It is difficult, 
says this writer, to conceive why ornithologists 
have classed the Kingfisher with land birds; as its 
habits and manner of living are wholly confined 
to the waters, on the margins of which, it will sit,
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for hours together; on a projecting twig or stone; 
at one while fluttering its wings"and exposing its 
brilliant plumage to the sun; at another, hovering 
in air like the Kestril, it waits the moment when 
it may seize its^prey, on which it darts with almost 
unerring certainty, often remaining for several se
conds under the water, before it has gained the 
object of its pursuit; then brings up the little fish, 
which it carries to the land, beats to death, and 
swallows.”

The Kingfisher is with great difficulty kept for 
any length of time in a state of captivity, even 
when supplied with its proper food. We are in
formed, however,, by the Count de Bufi'on that 
Monsr. Daubenton, of the Academy of Sciences, 
fed, for some months, a brood of Kingfishers, by 
means of small fish, put into basons of water. 
Monsr. de Montbeillard also received in July 
1771 a brood of young Kingfishers, which at first 
devoured some small earthworms which were pre
sented to them; but soon refused this kind of food, 
and died in the space of a few days.

The superstition of former times attributed very 
Extraordinary properties to this bird in a dried 
state; viz. that of preserving clothes from being 
attacked by moths, if kept in the same drawer; 
and of shewing the direction of the wind, by turn
ing its breast to the proper point, when suspended 
by the beak from the ceiling of a room. On this 
subject a long and learned chapter ma^ be found 
in the works of the celebrated Sir Thomas Brown.
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Alcedo capistrata. A . caruiea, tcctricibus vropygioquc vircntibut, 
collari supcrciliuqvc albis, subtus muculaquc poituculari Tufa.

Blue Kingfisher, with grecuish wing-coverts and rump, white 
collar and brow s; beneath rufous with a rufous spot behind

the eyes.
Alcedo cjerulea. Lin. Gmel. JmI/i. ind. orn.

White-collared Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T h u  White-Collared Kingfisher is a native of 
India: in size it somewhat exceeds the European 
Kingfisher, being of a stouter or thicker habit, but • 
measures only about six inches and three quarters 
in length: the head and back are of a rich and 
beautiful blue; the shoulder-feathers and rump of 
a bright green: the whole under parts, from the 
bill to the vent, rufous, but the neck is encircled 
by a narrowish white collar, and a streak of that 
colour passes over each eye: behind each eye is 
also a small rufous spot: the bill is strong, and of 
a dusky colour, pale or greyish towards the base : 
the legs are also dusky. This species was first 
described by Brisson, from a draw ing by Mousr. 
Poivre.

W H IT E' CO L L AR K D KINGFISHER.
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AlcedQ erithaca. A . brachyitrq, dorsu caruleo, abdomine lulco, 

capite uropygiuquc purpurcis, gula nuchaqve albis. Lin. St/st. 

N at.

Kingfisher with hlue b*rk , luteous abdomen, purp le  head and 

rum p, and white nape and throat.

Ispida Reiigalen»is torquata. J im s ,  or.

I^e Martin-pecheur a front jaunc. Ruff. ois.

Bengal Kingfisher. Albin. J . pi. 2*)- 
Ked-!ioaded Kingfisher. Lath. ind. orn.

A  m o s t  beautiful species: size of the Common 
Kingfisher: length about six inches and a quarter: 
in the individual described by Brisson the upper 
part of the head was dull red, with a yellow spot 
in front; and from each side the base of the bill 
passed a black band or streak across the eyes, be
hind which was a second streak of deep blue: the 
upper part of the neck was surrounded by a white 
collar, the remainder of the neck, the back, and 
scapulars were deep blue: the wings .cinereous: 
the rump and upper tail-coverts, as well as the tail 
itself, dull red: the throat white; the sides of the 
head beneath the eyes, lower part of the neck, and 
whole under parts of the bird, fine yellow: the bill 
and legs red.

VA R .

K L . D - I I E A D K J )  K I N G F I S H E R .

This is of smaller size than the preceding. It 
»s figured in Mr. Pennant’s Genera of Birds, from



an original drawing communicated by Governor 
Loten, and differs in having the wings black, the 
coverts edged with blue, mid the nnder parts of 
the bird pale yellow with a cast of rufous: the 
head and hind part of the neck orange-red, and 
from each eye a purple bar, continued into a black 
one at the back part of the head, while below the 
junction of the purple and black parts of the bar 
is a white spot: on the front is also a white spot, 
and the throat is of the same colour: upper part 
of the back rich deep blue; lower part paler, gra
dually sinking into purple-lilac: tail orange-ferru
ginous: bill orange-colour, legs bright red.

g6 P U R P L E  K I N G F I S H E R .

P U R P L E  K I N G F I S H E R .

Alcedo purpurea. A . purpureo-cirrulea, subtus rufo-alha, capite 

vropygio caudaquc rufo-aureis, pone oculos striga purpurascente. 

Latli. ind. orn.

Purple-blue Kingfisher, rufous-white beneath, with gnUien-rufous 

head, rump aud tail, and a purplish streak behind the eyes. 

Alcedo purpurea. Lin. Cmel.

Martiu-pif'clieur pourprt. Raff. ois. PI. Enl. 778. J? 2 .

Purple Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

A v e r y  beautiful bird; in size similar to the 
preceding, of which it is not improbable that it 
may be rather a variety, than a truly distinct spe
cies. The wings and upper part of the back are 
black, spotted and edged with deep blue: the 
lower part of the back purple-lilac, continued in 
the manner of a stripe down the middle of the
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tail-coverts, which, as well as the tail itself, the 
head, breast, and sides, are of a bright reddish 
orange-colour: from the bill on each side, over the 
eyes, passes a rich blue streak, clouded with lilac- 
colour: behind which is a yellowish white patch: 
the throat is white, the abdomen yellow, and the 
bill and legs red.

V A R . ?

R U F O U S  K I N G F I S H E R .

Of similar size with the former, but entirely of 
a very bright orange-rafous colour above, except 
the quill-feathers, which are dusky or black, with 
rufous edges: the whole under parts, from bill to 
vent, white: bill and legs orange-red. Said to in
habit Madagascar, where it was observed by Co«»- 
merson. Perhaps a female, or a young bird.

▼ .  T i l l .  K  I .
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Alcedo cristata. A cristata cccrulea, crista nigro mdulata, subtus 

fulva, gula crissoquc atbidis.

Crested blue Kingfisher with the crest undulated with black;

beneath fulvous, with whitish throat and vent.

Alcedo cristata. A. brachyura subcristata ccerulea, subtus rufa, 

crista nigro-uiidulata. Lin. St/st. N ut.

The Crested Kingfisher. Edw. pi. 3#t).
Alcedo cristata oricntalis, fyc. Seb. 1. pi. 67 . f .  4.
L e  vintsi. Huff. ois. PI. Enl. 756. f .  1.

Crested Kingfisher. Lath. syn. N at. Misc. I. pi. 13.

A s p e c i e s  of s i n g u l a r  brilliancy and elegance. 
It seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  first described by Edwards, 
whose specimen appears to have been of rather 
larger size than those of other authors, measuring 
a b o u t  five inches and a half in length. Edwards 
describes it in the following manner. “ The bill 
is strait, sharp-pointed, ridged both above and 
beneath, and of a blackish colour: from the lower 
mandible of the bill the throat is white, which 
whiteness passes round the neck, and forms a col
lar: the crown of the head is covered with long 
blue-green feathers variegated with black lines: 
these feathers being long and loose, form a crest, 
which 1 suppose tl»e bird can raise or lower at 
pleasure: the feathers immediately above the eyes 
are blue: the hinder part of the neck, the back, 
r u m p ,  wings, and tail are of an exceeding fine ul
t r a m a r i n e  b l u e ,  the r u m p  something lighter than 
the other p a r t s :  the tips of the quills are d u s k y :

C H E S T E D  K I N G F I S H E R .
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the inner covert-feathers of the wings orange-co
loured : the quills within are dusky, with their 
edges of a faint orange-colour: the underside of 
the tail is dusky or blackish: the breast, belly, 
thighs, and covert-feathers under the tail are of a 
bright orange-colour: the legs and feet are made 
as in other Kingfishers, and of a red or scarlet 
colour: it was shot in the island of Johanna to the 
northward of Madagascar.”

I know not how it happens that Dr. Latham 
has neglected to quote Edwards’s description and 
figure of this bird in his most excellent Ornitho
logy, since there can be no doubt of its being the 
same species with the Crested Kingfisher of that 
author, and the Vintsi of Bufl'on, whose specimen 
appears to have been merely somewhat smaller, 
and with a red bill, as was the case also in a beau
tiful specimen in the Leverian Museum, which has 
been figured in lhe Naturalist’s Miscellany, and 
is also represented in the present work.

W H I T E - B I L L E D  K I N G F I S H E R .  9 9

WHITE-BILLED KINGFISHER.

Alcedo albirostris. A . ccerulea, vertice purpureo-castaneo, remigi- 
l/us subfuscis, subtus albo-Jluxescens, rostro albido.

Blue Kingfisher with purple-chesnut crown and brownish quill- 
fcatliers; beneath yellowish-white, with whitish bill.

Alcedo Americana, seu Apiastra. Seb. 1. pi. 53 .f .  3.
I-e Martin-pechcur a bee blanc. Buff'. ois.

Whke-billed Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  and figured in the work of Seba: 
length about four inches and three quarters: bill



white: head and hind part of the neck purplish 
chesnut: back, wing-coverts, scapulars, rump, up
per tail coverts, and tail bright beryl or blue-green: 
quill-feathers cinereous: whole under parts yellow
ish white. Native, according to Seba, of America, 
but of what particular part is not specified.

100 B L U E - H E A D E D  K I N G F I S H E R .

b l u e - h e a d e d  k i n g f i s h e r .

Alcedo cyanocephala. A . ccerulea subtus fu lva , vertice mgro-un- 

dulata, rostro pedibusque rubris.

Blue Kingfisher, fulvous beneath, with the crown undulated with 

black, and red hill and legs.
Alcedo ccerulocephala. L in. Gmel. Lath. ind. urn. 

Martin-p£cheur a tete bleue. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 356. 
Blue-Headed Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

T his  is an elegant small species described by 
Buffon, and figured in the Planches Enluminees. 
In colours and general appearance it is nearly 
allied to the Crested Kingfisher, and measures 
about four inches in length: its colour above is 
fine ultramarine blue, the crown of the head trans
versely undulated with paler or greenish blue: the 
quill-feathers dusky: the whole under parts bright 
rufous, except the throat, which is white: the bill 
anu legs are red: the rafous colour of the under 
parts is in some specimens continued round the 
neck in form of a collar.

Dr. Latham in his Supplement mentions a va
riety of this species, in which the head and neck 
w*re of a yellowish rufous colour; the crown vsu



ried with black and blue, and the abdomen white. 
Native of Madagascar, and, according to Monsr. 
Daudin, (who describes it under the title oi  Alcedo 
idtramarina.) of the country of Matimba in Africa, 
where it is not uncommon.

V A R .?

M IN U T E  K I N G F I S H E R .
» )

This very small Kingfisher has been generally 
considered as belonging to the genus Todus rather 
than Alcedo, and is the Todus ccerujeus or Blue 
Tody of Latham, and the Todier de Juida of the 
Planches Enluminees. Monsr. Daudin, however, 
in the Annales du Museum National d’Histoire 
Naturelle, is decidedly of opinion that it is a ge
nuine Kingfisher, and no other than a variety of 
his Alctdo ultramarina, which is doubtless the same 
with the Blue-Headed Kingfisher. I have myself 
described it as a species of Kingfisher in the filth 
volume of the Naturalist’s Miscellany, under the 
name of Alcedo pusilla or Minute Kingfisher. Its 
length is three inches and a half: the crown of the 
head and whole upper parts of the bird deep blue: 
the cheeks and whole under parts orange-red; but 
the throat is white, and beneath the eye on each 
side is a purple spot: the bill and legs are pale 
flesh-colour. The specimen represented in the 
Naturalist’s Miscellany is still smaller than that 
figured in the Planches Enluminees, and has on 
each side the head, beneath the eyes, a broad
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purple stripe or band, extending to a considerable 
distance on the neck; the wings and tail arq also 
of a dusky colour. The Minute Kingfisher is said 
to be a native of Africa, but Buffon, considering it 
as a species of Todus, concluded that, like the rest 
of that genus, it must be an inhabitant of America.

LITTLE INDIAN KINGFISHER.

Alccdo Bengalensis. A . quadruncialis tiridi-carvlea, vertice nigro- 

undulato, subtus rvfa.

Blue-green Kingfisher, measuring about four inches in leng th ;
beneath rufous; the crown undulated with black.

Little Indian Kingfisher. lidw. pi. 11.
Alcedo Ispida. Var. Lin. Syst. N ut.

Alcedo Bengalensis. A . caruleu-viridit, subtus rvfa, capite ccerulco- 
stnato, gula alba, per oculos vitta riifa. Lath. ind. orn. 

Mttrtin-jxScheur a tele bleue. Buff. ois.
Blue-beaded Kingfisher. Lath. syn.

A v e r y  small species, measuring about four 
inches and a half in length. It is described and 
figured by Edwards, who observes that the general 
likeness is so great between this bird and the Com
mon Kingfisher that one description might serve 
for both; and Linnaeus, from the contemplation of 
Edwards's figures, seems to have been convinced 
of its being no other than a diminutive variety of 
the European Kingfisher: the quill-feathers and 
tail are however of a brow’n colour, w-ithout any 
appearance of green on the edges, and the bill of 
the male is red. The female seems to differ in



wanting the rufous eye-streak, instead of which a 
small spot only of that colour is visible on each 
side the back part of the head. Native of Bengal.
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EASTERN KINGFISHER.

Alcedo orientalis. A. viridis, snbtvs rvfa, superciliis albis, vertict 

gula fascia per oculus remigibusque curuleis, sub oculis macula 
ntfa. lj itk . ind. om.

G reen Kingfisher, rufous beneath, with white brows, blue crown, 
throat, eye-stripe and quill-feathers, and a rufous spot under the 

eyes.
lspida Indica. Briss. av. 4. pi. 3J . f .  1.

Eastern Kingfisher. Lath. syn.
Alcedo orientalis. Lin. GmeL

D e s c r i b e d  and figured by Brisson, from a draw
ing by Monsr. Poivre. It is about a third part 
less than the Common Kingfisher; with the head 
and throat fine blue; the upper parts of the neck, 
the body, wings, and tail brilliant green, but the 
quill-feathers blue: over the eyes passes, on each 
side, a white stripe, and beneath them is a rufous 
spot: the bill is red, and the legs black. Native 
of the East Indies.,
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THREE-TOED KINGFISHERS.

T R i n A C T Y L E  K I X G F I S H E R .

Alccdo tridactyla. A. brackyura supra caudaque rufa, subtus flavu, 

pedibu.s tritlactylis. Lath. ind. orn.
Short-tailed rufous Kingfisher, yellow beneath, with three-toed 

feet.
Alcedo tridttctyla. A. pedtbus tridactylis. Urn. M ant. 177 \ .  Pall, 

spic. 6. t. 2 . f .  1. Vosmaer inonogr. 1768 . t. ].

Far.

A. brachyura palfide violaceo-rubtscetts, subtus a'ba, alis ccrrWeo- 
atns, rcmigibvs marginc citrulcis. Lath. ind. orn.

Short-tailed lilac-coloured Kingfisher, white beneath, with dark- 
blue wings edged with paler blue.

M artin-pecheur de l’lsle de Lut^on. Sonncr. voy. pi. 32.

T his species was first described by Monsr. Vos
maer. It is considerably smaller than the Com
mon Kingfisher, measuring only four inches in 
length, and admits of two varieties: perhaps sex
ual differences. In one the crown is ferruginous, 
with a cast of violet: 011 the temples is a blue spot, 
beneath which is a white streak: the parts between 
the shoulders and the tips of the wing-feathers are 
also blue: the cheeks and under parts of the body 
yellowish white; the throat pure white: the quills 
brown black, ferruginous within; and the tail fer
ruginous.

In the other variety the bird is rufo-ferruginous



above: the crown of the head, rump, and tips of 
some of the feathers on the back tinged with vio
let: the breast more inclining to ferruginous than 
in the former; the belly whiter? and the blue spot 
on the temples wanting. In both kinds the bill is 
square, and of a vellowish white colour.

The specimen described by Sonuerat, under the 
title of Kingfisher from  the inland o f htzoniu, M as 
extremely beautiful. The whole head and upper 
parts of the body being deep lilac; the wings blue- 
black; the quills edged witli blue, and the under 
parts of the body white: the legs reddish, and the 
toes only three in number.

TR I D I G 1 T A T E D  KINGFISHER. 1 0 5

TR1D1G1TATKD K IN G F IS H E R .

Alcedo Tribracbys. A . cyaneu, subtus ferruginta, a In nigrictmti- 

bus, pedibus tridactylis.
Deep-blue kingfisher, ferruginous beneath, with blackish wings, 

and Ihree-toed feet.
Alcedo Tribracbys. Vivar. N at. 16. t. 681.

Tridigitated Kingfisher. N u t. Misc. l6 .p l .  681.

T h i s  elegant species is a native of New Holland, 
and was first described in the sixteenth volume of 
the Naturalist’s Miscellany. Itstize is that of the 
Common Kingfisher, and its colour on the upper 
parts very fine deep ultramarine blue; the wings 
are* blackish, with a slight cast of blue on the 
coverts: the under parts, from bill to tail, pale 
orange-ferruginous, the throat being nearly white.



At some distance beyond the eye, on each side the 
head, is a lengthened pale-orange spot, and'a very 
small one of a much deeper colour is placed on 
each side the base 6T the upper mandible: the bill 
is black, and very sharp-pointed; the legs and feet 
red, with three toes only, the two foremost con
nected, as usual in the Kingfisher tribe.

The Azure Kingfisher, described by Dr. Latham 
in his second Supplement, seems much allied to 
the above, but no mention is made in the descrip
tion of any particular structure in the feet. Dr. 
Latham describes his Azure Kingfisher as follows, 
viz. “ Length six inches and a half: size of the 
European species: bill an inch and half long, and 
black: the plumage on the upper parts of the body, 
wings, and tail, is of a fine deep blue: between the 
bill and eye a buff-coloured streak: on each side 
of the neck a long oblique streak of white: all the 
under parts of the body, from chin to vent, deep 

' buff-colour: quills brown: legs red.”
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SITTA. NUTHATCH.

Generic Character.

R o stru m  subulatum, tereti- 
usculum, rectum, porrec- 

tum, integerrimum: man- 
dibula superiore paulo 

Jongiore, apice compres- 
so.

L in g u a  emarginato-lacera.

N a res  v ibrissis tectae.

P edes ambulatorii.

Lin. Syst. N at.

B il l  subulate, strait, strong, 

sharp-pointed; the upper 
mandible rather longer 

than the lower.

T ongue  rather short, horny 

and jagged at the tip.
'N ostrils covered by reflected 

bristles.
F eet with three toes forward 

and one backward.

I n  this genus, as in that of AJcedo, only one 
European species is hitherto known to exist. In 
their general manners the Nuthatches resemble 
the Woodpeckers, chiefly frequenting trees, in the 
cavities of which they breed, and feeding on nuts, 
insects, berries, &c.
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Sitta Europea. S. plumbta, subtus subfcrruginea, fascia transuculari 

mgru, rcctricibus lateraliiius nigris jirnpe apiccm albttlis. 

Lead-coloured Nuthatch, subfcrrugiuous beneath, with a black 
streak across the eyes, and black lateral tail-feathers whitish 

near the tip.

Sitta Europa. S. rectricibus nigris, lateralibus quatuor infra apicem 
athis. L in. St/st. N a t.

T he Nuthatch or Nutjobber. W ill. orn.
T he Nuthatch. Penn. B rit. ZuuL

La Sittellc ou Torchepot. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 623. f .  J.

Thi s  bird i s  very correctly described by Mr. 
Pennant in the British Zoology. “ The Nuthatch 
weighs near an ounce: its length is near five 
inches three quarters; breadth nine inches: the 
bill is strong and strait, about three quarters of an 
inch long; the upper mandible black, the lower 
white: the irides hazel; the crown of the head, 
back, and coverts of the wings are of a fine blueish 
g r e y :  a black stroke passes over the eye from the 
mouth: the cheeks and chin are white: the breast 
a n d  belly are o f  a dull orange-colour; the quill- 
f e a t h e r s  d u s k y :  the wings underneath are marked 
w i t h  t w o  s p o t s ,  one w h i t e ,  a t  the root of the ex
t e r i o r  q u i l l s ,  the o t h e r  black,‘at the joint of the 
b a s t a r d  w i n g :  t b e  t a i l  c o n s i s t s  of twelve feathers; 
t h e  two m i d d l e  are grey; the two exterior feathers 
t i p p e d  w i t h  g r e y ; then succeeds a transverse white 
spot; beneath that the rest is black : the legs are





of a pale yellow; the back toe very strong, and the 
claws large.” “ This bird, adds Mr. Pennant, runs 
up and down the bodies of trees, like the Wood
pecker tribe; and feeds not only on insects but 011 

nuts, of which it lays up a considerable provision 
in the hollows of trees. I t  is a pretty sight, says 
Mr. Willughby, to see her fetch  a nut out o f her 
hoard, place it fa s t in a chink, and then standing 
above it with its head dmvtmards, striking it with all 
its force, breaks the shell, and catches up the kernel. 
It breeds in the hollows of trees; if the entrance 
to its nest be too large, it stops up part of it with 
clay, leaving only room enough for admission: in 
autumn it begins to make a chattering noise, being 
silent for the greatest part of the year. Dr. Plott 
tells us, that this bird, by putting its bill into a 
crack in the bough of a tree, can make such a 
violent sound as if it was rending asunder, so that 
the noise may be heard at least twelve score yards.” 

Plott’s account of this particular is given in his 
History of Oxfordshire as follows. “ But amongst 
the inhabitants of the air, or lowermost heaven, 
it cannot be expected in so small a county I should 
produce many not already noted, since the fea
thered kingdom has been so lately and so carefully 
surveyed by the learned and industrious Francis 
Willughby, Esq. nor indeed could I meet with any 
omitted by him, except perhaps a little bird, some
times seen, but oftener heard in the park at Wood- 
stock; from the noise that it makes, commonly 
called the Wood-Cracker; described to me, (for I 
had not the happiness to 9ee it,) to be about the
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bigness of a sparrow, with a blue back, and a red
dish breast, a wide mouth, and a long bill, which 
it puts into a crack or splinter of a rotten bough 
of a tree, and makes a noise as if it were rending 
asunder with that violence, that the noise may be 
heard at least 240 yards, some have ventured to 
say a mile from the place.”

But the ingenious Colonel Montagu, in his Or
nithological Dictionary, affirms that the noise 
above described is in reality produced by Wood
peckers, and not by the Nuthatch. “ The singu
lar noise, says this author, produced by some spe
cies of Woodpeckers, by reiterated strokes of the 
bill against the decayed limb of a tree, has been 
erroneously ascribed to this bird.”

Colonel Montagu further informs us, that "  the 
Nuthatch chiefly affects wooded and inclosed situa
tions, choosing the deserted habitation of a Wood
pecker in some tree for the purpose of nidification. 
This hole is first contracted by a plaster of clay, 
leaving otdy sufficient room for itself to pass in and 
out: the nest is made of dead leaves mostly of oak, 
which are heaped together without much order. 
The eggs are six or seven in number, white, spot
ted with rust-colour, so exactly like those of the 
Great Titmouse in size and markings, that it is 
impossible to distinguish a difference. If the bar
rier of plaster at the entrance is destroyed when 
they have eggs, it is speedily replaced; a peculiar 
instinct, to prevent the nest being destroyed by 
the Woodpecker and other birds of superior size 
who build in the same situations. No persecution



will force this little bird from its habitation when 
sitting: it defends its nest to the last extremity, 
strikes the invader with its bill and wings, and 
makes a hissing noise; and after every effort of 
defence, will suffer itself to be taken in hand rather 
than quit.”

“ The Nuthatch is more expert in climbing than 
the Woodpecker, for it runs in all directions up 
aftd down a tree; whereas the other is never ob
served to descend; the stiff tail of those birds sup
port them in the act of climbing and hacking. 
The flexible tail of the Nuthatch gives it no such 
advantage, nor does it seem to want it; for its 
most favourite position, when breaking a nut, is 
with the head downwards. In autumn it is no 
uncommon thing to find in the crevices of the 
bark of an old tree a great many broken nut-shells, 
the work of this bird, who repeatedly returns to 
the same spot for this purpose. When it has fixed 
the nut firm in a chink, it turns on all sides, in 
order to strike it with most advantage. This, with 
the common hazel-nut is a work of some labour; 
but it strikes a filbert with ease. In defect of 
such food, insects and their larva are sought after, 
amongst the moss on trees and old thatched build
ings. It is commonly met with about orchards, 
and is sometimes seen in the cyder season picking 
the seeds from the refuse of the pressed apples. 
The note is various; in the spring it has a remark
able loud shrill whistle, which ceases after incuba
tion; in the autumn is a double reiterated cry.”

E U R O P E A N  N U T H A T C H .  Ill
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This is mentioned by Belon, who affirms that it 
is much smaller than the common Nuthatch, and 
of a more noisy disposition. It resides in similar 
situations, and is equally solitary: associating only 
with its mate, and attacking any other which it 
happens to see.

BLACK-HEADED N UTHATC H.

Sitta Carolinensis. S', cinerea subtus candicans, abdomine imo rtrfes- 
cente, capite et collo superwre nigris, rectricibus laleralUnts albo 

y mgrttque varus. Lath. ind. orn.

Cinereous Nuthatch, whitish beneath, with the lower part o f  the 

abdomen inclining to rufous, the head and upper part o f  the 

neck black, and the tail-feathers varied with black and white. 
Black-headed Nuthatch. Penn. A rct. Zoo!. Lath. syn. suppl.

S m a l l e r  than the European Nuthatch: bill, 
head, and hind part of the neck black; over each 
eye a white line : back of a fine grey: wings dusky, 
edged with grey: breast, belly, and vent feathers 
red: two middle tail-feathers grey; the rest black 
with white tips. Native of the temperate parts of 
America.
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r v

Sitta pusilla. S. cinerea, subtus sordide'alba, capite fusco , macula 

occipitis sordide alba, rectricibus lateralibus nigris. Lath. ind.

om.

Cinereous Nuthatch, dull white beneath, with brown head, dull* 
white occipital spot, and black lateral tail-feathers. .

Small Nuthatch. Cattsb. Carol. 1. pi. 22.

Least Nuthatch. Lath. syn.

M u c h  smaller than the European Nuthatch, mea
suring only about three inches and a half: head 
brown, with a white spot at the hind part: back 
grey: wings deep brown: under parts of the body 
dull white: two middle tail-feathers grey, the rest 
black: bill black: legs grey. Inhabits North Ame
rica, and is said to be found in Carolina throughout 
the whole year.

g r e a t  n u t h a t c h .

Sitta Major. S . gritea, subtus albetcens, gula alba, remigibut rec- 

tricibutquefunis, margineJultis. Lath. ind. om.

Grey Nuthatch, whitish beneath, with white throat, and brown 

quill and tail-feathers with fulvous edges.
Another sort o f Loggerhead. Sloan Jam. p . 301.
G reat Nuthatch. Lath. tyn.

*

D e s c r i b e d  by Sir Hans Sloane in his History of 
Jamaica; length seven inches and a half: bill 

v. vm. p. I. 8



thickest in the middle, arid curved at the end: 
head and back grey: under parts whitish: wings 
and tail brown with orange edges: native of J a 
maica, feeding on worms, insects, &c.

1 1 4  S P O T T E D  N U T H A T C H .

SPOTTED NUTHATCH.

Sitta naevia. S. plumbea albo-macuhta, subtus caruleo-cinerea, 

liueis longiludimlibus albis. Lath. iud. om .

Lead-coloured Nutlratch spotted with white, beneath blue-grey 

with longitudinal uhtte streaks.
Wall-creeper o f Surinam. Edw. p i. 346.

Spotted Nuthatch. Lath. ind. om.

D e s c r ib e d  by Edwards under the title of Wall- 
Creeper of Surinam. “ The bill of this bird is 
long in proportion, strait, somewhat compressed 
sideways, a little hooked at the point, and of a 
dusky brownish colour: the head, hinder side of 
the neck, back, rump, tail, and wings, are of a 
dark blueish lead-colour: all the covert-feathers on 
the upper side of the wings are tipped with w hite: 
the inner coverts of the wings are dusky, edged 
with white: the insides of the quills, and under 
side of the tail-feathers are ash-coloured, lighter 
than they are above: the throat is white: the 
breast, belly, thighs, and coverts beneath the tail 
are of a blueish ash-colour, lighter than the upper 
side of the bird: from the throat as far as the legs 
the breast is marked with white lines, drawn down 
the middle of each feather, which end in points: 
the legs and feet are of a dusky brown colour.”



The length of this bird, according to Edwards’s 
plate, which represents it of the natural size, is 
about six inches. It is a native of Surinam.

J A M A I C A  N U T H A T C H .  1 1<5

JAMAICA NUTHATCH.

Sitta Jamaicensis. 5 . cinerea subtus alba, vertice nigra, rectricibut

lateralibus nigricantibus, apice lineis transvetsu aibis nut at is. 

Lath. ind. om.
Cinereous Nuthatch white beneath, with black crown, and blackish 

lateral tail-feathers marked at the tip with transverse white

lines.
Sitta Jamaicensis. S. pilco ntgrn. Lin. Syst. N at.
Loggerhead. Brown Jam. p. 475. Sl'JUU Jaw. p . 300. f l .  25Q .f. 1. 

Jamaica Nuthatch. Lath. syn.

D escribed  by Sir Hans Sloane in his Natural 
History of Jamaica: size of the Common Nut
hatch: length five inches and a half: bill near an 
inch long, and black: head large, with black crown: 

, upper parts of the body cinereous; under parts 
white: quill-feathers blackish, with grey edges; 
tail blackish, with all the feathers, except the two 
middle ones, crossed towards the ends by trans
verse white lines. Native of Jamaica and South 
America, feeding on Insects, and having the cha
racter of a stupid bird, easily suffering itself to be 
taken. From the size of its head it is known in 
Jamaica by the title of Loggerhead.



SMALLER JAMAICA NUTHATCH.

This is considered by most ornithologists as a 
variety of the immediately preceding, from which 
it is said to differ in size only.

■ ■ i

CANADA NUTHATCH.

Sitta Canadensis. S . c ine rea, subtus d ilu te  rufa, fascia superciliari 
Candida pone oculos n ig r ic a n tc ,  re c tr ic ib u s  la te r  alibus quatuor en- 
timis apice intus albis. Lath. ind. o rn .

Cinereous Nuthatch, pale rufous beneath, with white brows grow

ing blackish behind the eyes, and the four exterior tail-feather* 

white on their inner tips.
Sitta Canadensis. S. superciliis albis. L in. Syst. N at.
La Sittelle ou Torchepot du Canada. Buff. ois. PI. Etd. 623. f  2. 
Canada Nuthatch. Penn. A rct. Zool. Lath. syn.

S i z e  of the European species: bill blackish, 
crown of the head, hind part of the neck, and 
shoulders black: back and rump light blue-grey: 
over each eye a white line: cheeks white: larger 
quill-feathers dusky, with grey edges: breast and 
belly pure white: the two middle tail-feathers grey, 
the rest black with a white spot at the tip: vent 
ferruginous: legs brown. Native of Canada, and 
extending as far south as New York. It is consi-
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dered by Mr. Pennant as a mere variety of the 
> European Nuthatch, but both Linnaeus and Dr. 

Latham suppose it a distinct species.

C A P E  NUTHATCH.

Sitta Caffra. S. supra Jltreo nigroqut varia, subtus Jlava, pedibus 

nigris. Lath. ind. om.
Nuthatch varied above with black and yellow, beneath yellow, 

with black legs.

Sitta Caffra. Mus. Carls, fasc. 1. t. 4.

Cape Nuthatch. Lath. syn.

T h i s  is described by Sparmann in his Museum 
Carlsonianum, and is said to be nine inches in 
length, with a strait blueish-black bill: the front, 
hind part of the neck, and back mixed brown and 
yellow: cheeks, neck, breast, and under parts dusky 
yellow, as are also the edges and tips of the wing- 
feathers: the tail dusky black, beneath olive: the 
two middle feathers longer than the rest: legs 
black. Native of the Cape of Good Hope.

4
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•

Sitta longirostra. S. atrulenctm, mbtus patHde rufescens, remigibiu 

primoribus apice funds, Liris nigris. Lath. ind. om.

Blueish Nuthatch, pale rufescent beneath, with black lores, and 

larger (juill-feathers tipped with brown.

Long-billed Nuthatch. Lath, syn, suppl.

T h i s  is a  species described by Dr. Latham from 
a drawing, and is said to measure nine inches: the 
bill is above ail inch long, and black; but the base 
pale or whitish: the crown of the head and whole 
upper parts of the bird are pale blue-grey, but the 
cheeks and forehead are white, and a black streak 
passes through each eye along the sides of the 
neck: the wings are tipped with brown, and the 
under parts of the bird are pale tawny: the legs 
pale brown. Inhabits Batavia.

C H I N E S E  N U T H A T C H .  '

Sitta  aristataferruginea, capite collogue nigris, pectore abdomineque 
alius, macula postoculari nigra utteraquc nivea.

Crested ferruginous Nuthatch, with black head and neck, white 

breast and abdomen, a red spot behind the eye, and another 
white one.

Chinese Nuthatch. Lath. syn.
Lanitts jocosus. Lath. ind. om.

D e s c r ib e d  by Dr. Latham: size somewhat su
perior to that of a Goldfinch: bill and head black:
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back deep blueish-ferruginous: throat, breast, and 
belly white, but the throat bounded or encompass
ed by a black band, descending from the sides of 
the head, which is black and crested: near the eye 
is a small scarlet spot, succeeded by a large white 
one: rump yellow: tail blackish, with white tip: 
bill and legs black. Native of China, w'here it is 
said to be much esteemed on account of the ele
gance of its colours, and is, according to Dr. La
tham, a frequent ornament on Chinese papers. 
It appears to me to be much allied to the Lanius 
jocosus or Red-Vented Shrike, and if only described 
from the account of Osbeck, and the figures on 
Chinese papers, may, perhaps, prove, on future 
investigation, to be no other than the same bird.

SURINAM NUTHATCH.

Sitta Surinamensis. S. castaneo-rufa, subtus rufesccnte-alba, alis 

nigris, ttctricibus albo maculatis, cauda nigra apice alba. Lath, 
ind. om.

Kufous-chesnut Nuthatch, whitish-rufescent beneath, with black 

wings varied on the coverts with white, ami black tail with 

white tip.
Surinam Nuthatch. Lath. syn.

A v e r y  small species, first described by Dr. La
tham: total length three inches and a half: colour 
fine chesnut brown, paler beneath ; the feathers on 
the head and back having black shafts: wings and 
tail black, the coverts tipped and the smaller quill- 
feathers edged with white: bill brown: legs black. 
Native of Surinam.
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Sitta chrysoptera. S. cintrea subtus alb id a, aUs caudaque fuscis, 

remigibus medio aurantio-ferrugineis. Lath. ind. orn. supyl. 

Cinereous Nuthatch whitish beneath, with brown wings and tail, 
the quill-feathers orange-ferruginous on the middle. 

Orange-winged Nuthatch. Lath. syn. suppt. 2. pi. 127-

A v e r y  small species, at least according to t h e  

drawing from which the description was made: 
colour above olivaceo-cinereous, with orange-co
loured. quill-feathers tipped with brown: under 
parts and rump blueish white: tail short, and 
slightly tipped, except on the two middle feathers, 
with white: bill brown: legs blueish. Native of 
New Holland.

G R E E N  N U T H A T C H .

Sitta Chloris. S. corpore supra ■ciridi, subtus candido, cauda a tr t, 
ultimo apice Hamcante. Luth. ind. orn.

Nuthatch with the body green above, and white below; the tail 
black, with the extreme tip yellowish.

Sitta fhloris. Mus. Carls, fuse. 2. t. 33.

D e s c r i b e d  by Sparmann in his Museum Carl- 
soniantim: size of the Surinam Nuthatch: colour 
green above, milk-white beneath: wings brown, 
edged with olive, and with a transverse yellowish 
middle bar: tail short and black, with yellowish 
tip: bill longer than the head: legs rather long. 
Native of the Cape of Good Hope.
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TODUS. TODY.

Generic Character.

i

Rostrum tenue, depressum, 
latum, basi setis patulis.

Nares ovatae, parvse.
Pedes gressorii, digitus ex 

terior medio basi connex- 
us.

Lath. ind. orn.

Bill thin, depressed, beset 
at the base with spreading 

bristles.
Nostrils ovate, small.
Feet gressorial; the outer 

toe connected at the base 
to the middle one.

T h e  birds of this genus, which are principally 
natives of the warmer parts of America, are cha
racterised by a peculiar flatness or depression of 
the beak. They may be considered as greatly 

. allied to the Muscicapse or Flycatchers, though 
somewhat differing in the structure of the feet, 
which have the outer and middle toes connected, 
whereas in the Flycatchers they are perfectly se
parate.
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Todus rostratus. T . rostro latissimo, corpore luteo-fusco, sub tin 

lutco, gula muculaquc verticil allns. Lath. ind. orn.
Tody with very broad bill, luteo-fuscous body, lutcous beneath, 

with white throat and a  white spot on the crown.

Todi spccies octava. Pall, sjric. 6.

Broad-billed Tody. Lath. syn.

T his species was first described by Dr. Pallas. 
Its size is that of a Nightingale; the crown of the 
head lead-colour, with an oblong white spot: back 
luteous-brown: wings and tail brown: throat 
whitish: remainder of the under parts luteous: 
bill extremely broad, Hat, pointed, and of a whit
ish colour. Native region uncertain: described 
from a specimen in the Museum of the Prince of 
Orange.

GREAT-HILLED TODY.

Todus nasutus. T. nigcr, rostro latissimo, gula ubdomine crissoqut 
coccmeis, scapularibus subulatis incurvatis albis.

Black Tody with very broad bill, red throat, abdomen, and vent- 

fealhers, and incurvated white subulate scapulars.
Todus nasutus. T . rostro latissimo, corpore nigro, gula vropygio 

abdommc criuoque coccitteis. Lath. ind. orn.

Great-billed Tody. Lath. syn.

S i z e  of the Broad-Billed Tody, and allied to it 
in the excessive breadth of the bill, which is of a



blackish colour with whitish edges and tip: colour 
of the plumage glossy blue-black, with the abdo
men and vent fine purple-crimson, and a bar or 
crescent of the same colour beneath the throat: 
the edge of the alulet or spurious wing, at the 
shoulders, pale orange, and the scapular-feathers, 
to the number of six or seven, white, lanceolate, 
and spreading over the coverts: legs black: middle 
and outer toes connected. This curious species 
was preserved in the Leverian Museum, but its 
native country was unknown: probably South 
America.
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WHITE-CHINN ED TODY.

Todus gularis. T. fu to n ,  tub! us albidus, pectore fusco varicgato, 

gula alba. Lath. ind. urn.

Brown Tody, whitish beneath, witli the breast variegated with 

brown, and white throat.
White-chinued Tody. Lath. syn.

T his was first described by Dr. Latham, and 
measures about nine inches in length: its colour 
is brown above, with the chin and under parts 
white, slightly mottled round the neck and breast 
with brown: bill an inch and three quarters long, 
much compressed, three quarters of an inch broad 
at the base, and rather bending upwards at the 
point: legs brown: outer toe united with the 
middle one. Native region uncertain.



Todus regius. T . cristatus fuscus, subtus albidus fusco vndulatui, 
crista ferruginca apicc nigra.

Crested brown Tody, whitish beneath with brown undulations;

the crest ferruginous, tipped with black.
Todus regius. T. fusco-nigricans cristatus, pectorc albido nigri- 

catite transvcrsim striata, gula superciliisque albis, abdominc uro• 

pygio caudaquc rujis. Lath. ind. om.

Le Hoi dcs Gobe-raouches. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 289 .

King Tody. Lath. syn.
Todus cristatus. Crested Tody. N at. Misc. 11 .p i. 405.

T his most elegant species is described in the 
Ornithology of the Count de BufTon, where it is 
considered as a species of Muscjjcapa or Flycatcher, 
and it must be acknowledged that it might perhaps 
be arranged under that genus as well as in that of 
Todus. Its size is but little superior to that of the 
common European Flycatchers,but the bill is some
what disproportionately broad, very much flatten
ed, about ten lines in length, and beset with nu
merous strong bristles at the base: the colour of 
the plumage on the upper parts is a deep yellow
ish brown or chesnut, passing round the fore part 
of the neck in the manner of a collar: the throat, 
whole under parts, beneath the collar, and the 
rump, are pale or whitish yellow, the breast being 
crossed by numerous dusky undulations: the tail 
is bright ferruginous, and on the head is situated a 
most beautiful broad, transverse crest, consisting

B 0 Y A L  T O D Y .
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of very numerous feathers, disposed in several 
series, lengthening as they recede from the front 
or base: these feathers are of a bright or red-ferru
ginous colour, and are. each terminated by a black 
tip, so that the crest resembles that of a Hoopoe, 
placed in a transverse direction: over each eye 
passes a narrow white streak: the bill is dark 
brown, and the legs flesh-colour. This curious 
bird is a native of Cayenne, where it is said to be 
very rare.

: Fur.*

In a German work entitled Naturjorscher is 
described and figured what appears to be a variety 
of the above species. In this the colour of the 
upper parts’, as well as of the tail, appears to be 
deep-brown, with the wing-coverts varied by a few 
scattered white specks; the whole under parts 
white, without the brown collar, and the breast 
marked, as in the former, by numerous dusky un
dulations:’ the crest is of a fine purple-crimson, 
each feather tipped, as in the former, with black: 
the bill is brown, and the legs pale. This bird 
appears to be of smaller size than the preceding, 
and is said to be a native of Guinea. Perhaps, 
however, this supposed difference of native country 
may be owing to a typographical error in the pub
lication abovementioned; Guinea having been sub
stituted for Guiana.

KOYAL T O D T .  1 2 5
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Todus Rubecula. T . cinereus, gula ptctorequc aurantiis, abdomint 

albo. Lath. ind. om. suppl.

Cinereous Tody, with orange throat and breast, and white abdo

men.
Red-breasted T ody. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

S ize of a Yellowhammer: bill stout, broad: 
tongue bifid, with the points slightly feathered or 
divided: colour on the upper parts slate-grey: 
wings and tail brown: throat and breast orange; 
from thence to the vent nearly white: crown of 
the head rather full-feathered: legs long, slender, 
and dusky. Native of New Holland.

FERRUGINOUS-BELLIED TODY.

T odus ferruginens. T. frm gm ro -n ij’ricnns, subtus ferrugineus, 

gems albo nigroqut macula!ts, rcmigibus sennfasna Jerruginea. 
Lath, ind. orn.

Ferruginous-blackish Tody, beneath ferruginous, with the cheeks 
spotted with black and white, and the wing-feathers marked by 
a half bar.

Ferruginous-belliod Tody. Lath. syn.

L e n g t h  about seven inches and a half: bill 
three quarters of an inch; very much compressed, 
slightly incurvated at the tip, and blackish: upper 
parts sub-ferruginous black, most of the feathers



being edged with ferruginous: cheeks varied with 
white: all the under parts dull ferruginous: over 
each eye a pale streak: on the wings a short ferru
ginous bar: tail brown. Native of South America.
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WHITE-HEADED TODY.

Todus ieucocephalus. T . nigricans, capite gula collogue superiore

albis. Lath. ind. om .
Blackish T ody, with the head, throat, and upper part o f the 

neck white. «
Todus Ieucocephalus. Pull. spic. 6. t. 3 . f .  2.

White-headed Tody. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Pallas. Size of a Redstart: 
colour of the whole bird, except the head and 
neck, dull black: bill blackish: legs black: head 
rather full of feathers, so as to appear almost 
crested. Native of South America.

S H O R T - T A I L E D  T O D Y .

Todus brachyurus. T. nigcr, sincipite gents corporeque subtus albis, 

cauda abbreviata. Lath. ind. orn.
Black Tody, with the forehead, cheeks, and under parts of the 

body white, and very short tail.
Todi species septima. Pall. spic. 6. p. 18.

Short-tailed Tody. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Pallas. Smaller than a Red
start : forehead, cheeks, and uuder parts of the body



white: upper parts black, but the inner margins 
of some of the quill-feathers, and the under coverts 
of the wings white: tail very short: bill dusky: 
legs black. Native of America.

1 2 8  P L U M B E O U S  T 0 D T .

PLUMBEOUS TODY.

* ; l«
Todus plumbeus. T  phmbeo-nigricaiu, subtus niteus, vertice re- 

migibut n iiruibusqut, nigricantibus. Pali. spic. 6 . p. 17. Lath, 
ind. om .

Blackish lead-coloured T ody, milk-white beneath, with blackish 

crown, wings, and tail.
Plumbeous Tody. Lath. syn.

D esc r ib e d  by Dr. Pallas: size of a Wren: 
upper parts hoary lead-colour, inclining to black 
on the crown : beneath, from throat to tail, milk- 
white : quills and tail dusky black with the outside 
edges of the quill-feathers white: bill and leg* 
dusky. Native ol Surinam.
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N  D U S K Y  T O D Y .

Todus obscurus. T. nlivacco-fuscus, subtus aibo-Jlavescens, gula 

pallida. Jjot/lfind. orn.

Olivaceous-brown T ody^yellow ish white beneath, with pale 

throat. W
• $

Todi species quarta. Pall. spic. 6 .p . 1 / .

Dusky Tody. Lath. syn.
V  ■■ ■>,' j?'.‘ ■ ’• '  > # , - t

v v ’y  -

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Pallas. Size of a Hedge- 
Sparrow: upper parts olive-brown: under parts 
yellowish white: chin pale; quills and tail pale, 
with grey edges: bill and legs dusky. Native of 
North America. *

%

GRF.EN TODY.

Todus viridis. T. vindis, pmturc rubro. L in. Syst.N at.

Green T ody , with red breast.
liiibecola viridis clegantissima. Ilaii. ,syn. 187.

Green Sparrow, or Humming-Bird. Ed~x. pi. 121.

Todier de I'Amcrique septentriouale. Bujf. oit. PI. Enl. 585.

/• 3. * ■ ■
Green T ody. Lath. syn.

Tins elegant little bird is about the size of a 
Wren, and is described by Sloane in his History of 
Jamaica, but more accurately by Edwards. “ The 
bill, says Edwards, is long in proportion, like that 
of a Kingfisher; much broader than deep, like a, 
duck’s bill: it is ridged along the top pf the upper 

v. v iu .  p . i .  9



mandible: the nostrils are placed on each side the 
ridge, near the head: tfie upper mandible is of a 
dusky brown, the lower of a yellow or d ran g e -/ 
colour: at the base of the bill are placed stiff black 
hairs or bristles, standing forwards: the whole 
upper side of the bird, from bill to fail-end, is of 
a very fine parrot-green: theJjpner coverts of the 
wings are white: the inside or the quills, and the 
under side of the tail are of a brownish ash-colour: 
five or six of the prime quills are dusky or black 
at their tips: the throat is of a very fine red : the 
breast, belly, thighs, and covert feathers under the 
tail are white, a  little shaded with pale green : the 
legs and feet arc of a dusky colour: the toes are 
joined, as they are in the Kingfisher.”

a  -
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CINEREOUS TODY.

T odus cinereus. T. cincrrus, subtus^ieus. Lin. S y it. N a t. 

Cinereous T ody, lupous beneath.

G rey aud yellow Flycatcher. Edu\ p i. a6'2.

Le Tic-ti. ou Totlier. Bujf. ois. PI. Enl. o 8 5 .f. 3.
Cinereous T ody. Lath. syit.

D e s c r i b e d  by Edwards, and is rather larger than 
the Green Tody. “ The bill, says Edwards, is 
pretty long, and broad, and compressed like a 
duck's bill, with a ridge along the middle of the 
upper mandible: its point is dusky: its base gra
dually becomes reddish, and is surrounded with 
stiff hairs or bristles pointing forward: the fore
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head is black: the hinder part of the head and 
neck, the back, and rump, are of a dark ash-colour: 

\  the whole' under side, with the sides under the 
wings, are bright yellow: the inner covert-feathers 
of the wings are*yellow: the quills within are ash- 
coloured, having the edges of their inner webs 
whitish: the tail hath twelve feathers; the middle 
ones longest, and gradually shortening to the outer
most on each side: the middle feathers are wholly 
black or dusky, vviMi white tips: the legs and feet 
are made as in most small birds, and of a dark 
flesh-colour.” Tiiis species is a native of Surinam,

* *> • *
B R O W N  T O D Y .

•ity ••

Tot}.us fuscus. T. ferrugineo-fuscus, suhtus olivaceo-fusctis albo * 
maculatus, alu fa tcia  nigricante, cuudu ferruginea. Lath. ind. 

orn.
Ferruginous-brown T ody , beneath olfvaceous-brown spotted with 

white, with a blackish bar across the wings, aud ferruginous 

tail.
Brown T ody . Penn. Gen. i f  Birds. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species is described by Mr. Pennant in his 
work entitled Genera of Birds., and is larger than 
|j)e Green Tody: the whole upper parts are ferru
ginous brown; the coverts of the wings crossed by 
a dusky bar: the lower parts of the body olive, 
spotted with white: the tail ferruginous? Native 
of the hotter parts of America#



Y E L L O W - B E L L I E D  T ODY .

T odus xanthogaster. T . scxuncialis fusco-cinerevs, subtus luteus, 
rostro pullido.

Brown-cinereous T ody, six inches in length, beneath luteous, with 

pale bill.
T odus fiavigaster. T . fuscoeinercus, subtus luteus, rostro pallido, 

ptdibus nbscuris. Lath. ind. orn.

Yellow-bellied T ody. Lath. ind. urn. suppl. 2.

S i z e  of the Brown Tody: length six inches: bill 
broad, and short: head, chin, and all the upper 
parts ash-brown; the wings deeper than the rest, 
but pale in tli£ middle: all the uflder parts, from 
the chin, yellow: bill pale; legs brown. Native 
• f  New Holland.

VARIEGATED TODY?

T odus? ? ? varius. T . caruleo nigro viridique varius, capite colloque 
ctrruleo-nigris, tcctricibus alarum virulibus. Lath. ind. om . 

Tody??? variegated with blue, black, and greeu; the head and 

neck blue-black, and the wing-coverts green.

Todus varius. Briss. a t.
Todier vari6. Buff. ois.
Ispida llldica. Aldrox aud. av. 3. p. 530. A

Variegated Tody. Lath. syn. ,

D e s c b Sb e d  by Aldrovandus under the name of 
Ispida Indica, and inferred to the present genus by



Buffon and other modern ornithologists, though 
entirely unknown, except from the short descrip
tion and rude figure in Aldrovandus, who says it 
was brought from India, and that, on account of 
some resemblance in point of colours, and make 
of the feet, it has been named an Indian Kingfisher, 
though much smaller than our Kingfisher, and 
scarcely larger^han a Wren: the bill, he adds, is 
longish, but slender, and of a black colour: the 
head very small, which, together with the whole 
neck, is of a blackish blue: tlie whole remainder 
of the body, as far as the tail, is beautified by a 
mixture of blue, green, and black, but sprinkled 
over wjth certain specks of pale green, except on 
the wings, which are almost entirely green: the tail, 
which is rather long for the size of the body, is 
entirely black, except that the edges of some of* 
the feathers, toward the tips,,are green; and the 
feet black.

Whoever will take the trouble to consult Aldro
vandus, will readily see, from the figure, that the 
bird intended was a species of Certhia or Creeper, 
and that Aldrovandus merely calls it a Kingfisher 
iu compliance with the title by vvl*ich he received 

■ ̂ » • •
it. It has therefore nothin" to do with the present 
genus, and can only serve as a remarkable instance 
of the carelessness with which works of this kind 
are frequently quoted. The Count de ButFon, or 
his coadjutor Monfbeillard, observes, that, as Al
drovandus is silent relative to the shape of the bill 
in this bird, he cannot pretend to determine whether

V A K I E G A T E D  TODY? 1 3 3



it should be placed in this genus or not. Aldro- 
vandus, however, expressly declares the bill to be 
longish, slender, and of a black colour, and the 
figure, though rude, would, even at the present 
day, pass for a tolerable representation of some of 
the African and American CerthiiE.

] 3 4  V A R I E G A T E D  TODY





U PU PA . IIOOPOE.

Gcneric Character.
.w' 'W':?' ■-> ■

Rostrum longura, arcuatutn, 
subcompressum, gracile. 

Lingua brevis, sagittata. 
Caput cristatum.
Ped.es ambulatorii.

Bill long, subcompressed, 
slender, and bent.

Tongue short, sagittate^. 
Head, created.
Feet formed for walking.

C O M M O N  H O O P O E .

Upupa Epops. U .ferrugm ea, alis albo nigroquefasciatis, cauda 

nigra fascia lunata alba, crista albo nigroque termiiiata. 

Femiginous Hoopoe, with the wings barred black and white, the 
tail black with a lunated white bar, and the crest tipped w ith 

black and w hite.
Upupa Epops. U. cristata varirguta. Lin. Si/st. N a t. 

UpupaJLpops. U. nigricante et rufo-albo varicgata, subtus rufcs- 

cens, crista riffescente apice nigra, cauda nigra fascia alba. Lath, 

ind. om.
T he Hoopoe. W ill. orn. Penn. B rit. Zool. I. pi. 3p. and edit.

fo l .  p. 83. pi. L . E du\ pi. 345. 4
Common Hoopoe. Lath. syn.

La Huppe. Ruff.ois. PI. Enl. 52.

T h i s  elegant bird appears to be a pretty gene
ral inhabitant of the warmer and temperate parts 
of the Old Continent, migrating occasionally, at 
different seasons, in different directions. In our 
own island it is much more rarely seen than in
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other northern climates. Its size is that of a 
common Thrash: the colour of the head, neck, 
and body is pale ferruginous or cinnamon-brown; 
darkest on the back and shoulders: the wings and 
tail are black, the former crossed by five white 
bars, the latter crossed in the middle by a white 
crescent, the horns pointing towards the end: the 
rump and lower part of the abdomen are white, 
and the sides of the body generally marked by a 
few longitudinal dusky streaks: on the head is a 
most elegant crest, composed of numerous length
ened feathers of different proportions, and disposed 
in a double longitudinal series: this it can either 
erect and expand, or depress and close at pleasure: 
the feathers composing it are cinnamon-coloured, 
with black tips, a white bar separating the tip from 
the rest of the feather: the crest is usually carried* 'w " '
in a flat or recumbent state, and is raised only on 
surprize, or at particular intervals: the general 
length of the largest feathers is about two inches: 
the bill is long, slender, slightly curved, 4iarp- 
pointed, and black, with the base of the lower 
mandible fle«h-coloured: the logs short and black
ish. .The yoopoc migrates during the spring* 
season from Africa into various parts of Europe, 
and again returns in winter. This migration, how
ever, is not universal, since .it is observed that 
great numbers of these birds are constantly found 
about many towns and villages in various parts of 
Egypt, where they may be considered pis nearly do
mesticated; building and breeding even among 
the houses. The flesh of these domestic Hoopoes
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is rank and uneatable, but that of the migrating 
birds is considered in many parts of Europe as an 

x agreeable food, particularly in Italy, the south of 
France, and in the Grecian islands. The nest, or 
rather hole of the Hoopoe is generally said to have 
a peculiarly fetid smell: sometimes, however, it is 
said to be strewed with moss, wool, drj' leaves, &c. 
and to have no disagreeable scent. Sometimes the 
bird breeds in the hole of a wall, but more gene
rally in the hollow of a tree; seldom higher than 
about ten feet from the ground; and instances have 
been known in which the eggs have been placed 
on the ground, or among the roots of old trees. 

|  The number of eggs is from five to seven, and 
their colour a blueish white, speckled with brown. 
The disagreeable smell proceeding from the nest 
or hole of the Hoopoe is supposed to be chiefly 
owing to the remains of various kinds of insects, 
with which it is generally crowded, and among 
which the young are as it were imbedded.

In Egypt* the wild or migrating Hoopoes are 
never observed to associate with those of the 
towns, but frequent remote and solitary places. 
Those which make their appearance in Europe 
are generally of this disposition; but in Africa 

I' they associate in great numbers.
The ordinary food of the Hoopoe consists of 

various kinds of insects and worms, and hence, as 
BufFon observes, “ it usually haunts wet grounds, 
where its ldng and slender bill can easily pene
trate ; and hence in Egypt it follows the retreat of 
the Nile; for in proportion as the waters subside,

*



the plains are left covered by a coat of slime, 
swarming with immense numbers of insects; and 
accordingly the wild or migratory Hoopoes are 
fat, and a delicious food, while those which fre
quent the city of Cairo, where they breed in full 
security on the house-tops, are uneatable. It is 
indeed easy to conceive that such as live in  ̂the 
plains must be better food than those which fre
quent the streets or environs of a large c ity; tho 
foimer subsisting on the insects inhabiting the 
ground, while the latter prowl among all kinds of 
filth; a circumstance which cannot fail to commu
nicate an offensive odor to their flesh.”

The flight of the Hoopoe is observed to b e ' 
rather slow and undulating than strong and rapid, 
and the bird is generally seen on the surface of 
the ground, being very rarely observed to perch 
on trees.

vae. ? m S . ''■* «

RT.lTB-cit ESTED HOOPOE.

This supposed variety rests on the authority of 
the Marquis Gerini, author of a work on Italian 
ornithology, and who affirms that he observed it 
at Florence, and again on the Alps, near the town 
of Rota, and that it differs from the Common 
Hoopoe in having the crest-feathers tipped with 
sky-blue instead of black.

1 3 *  BLUE-CRESTED HOOPOE.
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SMALLER HOOPOE.

Upupa minor. U .ferruginca, alis alba variis, crista apicc nigra. 

Ferruginous Hoopoe, with the wings varied with white, and th* 

crest tipped \\ill( black.

La H uppe d 'A t’rique. d ud . et Vicll. pi. 2.

T his species, if such it really bp, and not a mere 

variety o f  the Common Hoopoe, differs in being 
a trifle smaller, with the beak rather shorter, and 
the legs rather longer in proportion: the white on 
the wings is not. distributed into such regular bare 
the white crescent on the tail is situated somewhat; 
nearer the base, and the feathers of the crest are 
tipped with black only, without any white bar 
between that colour and the rest of th^ feather, as 
in the Common Hoopoe. It is an inhabitant of 
the southern parts of Africa, being found in the 
kingdom of Congo, and at the Cape of Good 
Hope, frequenting low grounds, especially in the 
neighbourhood o f  thickets, and is not, like the 
Common Hoopoe, of a migratory nature.
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M A D A G A SC A R  HOOPOE, '

Upupa Madagascariensis. * V . alba, alis caudaque cincreo-fuscis} 

crista (kcontposita.
Whitt; Hoopoe, with cinereous brown wings aad tail, and loose- 

webbed crest,

Upupa Capensis. U, fusco»nebulosa, crista corpore subtus macula- 

quc alarum afbis. Lath . ind. orn.

La liupifC noir et blanche du cap de Bonne-Esperance. Buff. ois.

PI. E ni f>07.

Madagascar Hoopoe. Lath. syn.

The Madagascar Hoopoe is described by Buf- 
fon, or rather by bis associate Monsr. Monbeillard, 
who informs us that its length is sixteen r* inches, 
and its b rea th  eighteen : the bill shorter in pro- 
portion than in the Common Hoopoe, and ♦of a 
yellowish colour, with the upper mandible notch
ed on each side near the tip: the tongue rather 
broad, and divided at the extremity into several 

^fibres: the crest is of a much looser or more 
iibrous structure than in the Common Hoopoe, 
aad lastly, the tqjl-feathers are twelve in number. 
The colour of the crest, throat, and all the under 
\m t s  of the bird„ is white, without any variegation : *
that ot the upper parts, from the back of the head 
to Ue end ot the tail, dusky or greyish brown, 
dtvpe»t on the w ings and ta i l : on the edge of the

* The specimen described by Viellot measured but ten inches: 

he therefore suspects a mistake in the measure given by Button.
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wing is a white spot, the tips of two or three of 
the larger coverts being of that colour: the legs* 
and feet are yellowish. It is a native of the I laud 
of Madagascar, as well as of some of the smaller 
African isles, and is said to feed on seeds and 
berrief.

From the structure of the tongue in this bird it 
should seem to be nearly related to the genus 
Mcrops or Bee-Eater. It is figured in the Planches 
Enluminees, and in the much more superb publi
cation of Monsr. Viellot, who suspects an error in 
the measure of this bird in the ornithology of 
B utton; the two specimens in the Paris Museum 
measuring only ten inches in length.

BLACK HOOPOE.

Upupa nigra. U . tota nigra.

Horipoe entirely black.

Une espece de Huppe dont le plumage est entierment noir. Son- 
nitii Buff, 54t p . 187. note.

O f  this species nothing but its existence and 
native country seems to be known. It is men
tioned by Sonnini, on the authority of Monsr. 
Viellot, \yho affirms that it is found in Africa, 
towards the kingdom of Congo.



PROM EROPS, PROM EROPS.

Generic Character.

Rostrum U pupae.

Pedes a mb ul at or ii,
Cauda elongata plerisque 

cuueata.

Bill as in the genus Upupa. 
Feet formed for walking. 
Tail lengthened, and ui 

most species cuneated*

BLUE P t tOM EKO PS.

Promero]>s cscnileus. P. carultits, rostro pedibusque nigris.

Blue Proraerops, with black bill and legs.
Upupa Indira. U. indico-iotruka, cnuda cuneifbrmi> tvstro wigrop 

ptdibua plumbcis. I j ith . ind. ora. Blue Promerups. Lath. .\y». 

suppL * *

Lc Pronierops bleu. Aud. ct VieU. Prom. pi. 9 .

S i z e  of a Common Hoopoe: length twelve inches: 
bill-two inches long, curved, aud black: whole 
bird of a fine but rather pale blue, lightest on the 
head and under parts of the body: tail above four 
inches in length, and slightly cuneiform : Ifcgs lead- 
colour. Native of India. First described by Dr. 
Latham, from a drawing communicated by Capt. 
Paterson.
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CAPE PROMEROPS.

Promerops Cafer. P . fuscus, subtus albidus, pectore rufescente, 

cauda longissima.

Brown Promerops, whitish beneath, with rufescent breast and 

very long tail.

Upupa Promerops. U .fusca, subtus alba, pectore rufcsccnte, w o- 

pygio viridi-olivaceo, crisso luteo, rectricibus sex intermcdiis Ion- 

gissitnis. L ath . ind. orn.

Upupa Promerop9. Lin. Si/st. N a t. Merops Cafer. Lm.

iVitf. Miller Illustr. pi. 6 (femina,)

Promerops. Buff. ois. P i. Enl. 637• dud , et Viell. Prom . pi. 4. 

Cape Promerops. Lath, syn.
*

L e n g t h  about seventeen inches: size that of a 
la rk : colour rufous brown, somewhat deeper on 
the wings and ta il: forehead whitish, and covered 
with narrow feathers: throat white, wfth a narrow, 
longitudinal, dusky streak on each side: under part 
of the abdomen whitish, dashed with dusky streaks: 
vent yellow: tail very strongly cuneated, as in the 
Striped Promerops: bill about an inch and half 

* long, and of a black colour, as are also the legs. 
In some, probably the males, the breast, as well 
as the abdomen, is spotted, and the wings are 
crossed by a narrow grey or whitish stripe. Na
tive of Africa, and said to be a very common bird 
about the Cape of Good Hope.
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Promerops striatus. P . fuscus, svbtus albo nigroquc undulatus, 

cauda longissima.

Brown Promerops, beneath white with black undulations, aud 

very long tail.
Upupa Papuensis. U. fusea, subtus albo nigroquc fasciata, capitc 

collogue a tm , rectricibus duabus intermcdiis longissimis. Lath .

• ind. orn.

Promerops brun a ventre rave. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. ()38. Aud.

ct Viell. Prom.pl. 7 .

New Guinea brown Promerops. Lath . syn.

F irst described and figured by Sonnerat: total 

length about twenty-two in c h e s: colour o f the 

head similar to polished s te e l: throat b lack : neck, 

back, wings, and tail b row n : breast and remainder 

o f  the under parts white, undulated by numerous 

transverse black stripes, each feather having two  

white and two black b a r s : the tail is very long, 

and strongly cuneated, the two exterior feathers 

measuring about four inches, and the rest length 

en ing  gradually towards the two middle o«es, 
which measure thirteen inches: the bill is about 

two inches and a half long, considerably curved, 

and of a blackish co lou r: the legs yellowish brown. 
In the female the head and neck are brown: in 
other respects the sexes resemble each other. Na
tive of New Guinea, inhabiting large woods.

If  the above description by Sonnerat be cor
rect, it follows that this bird must be jjerfectly



distinct from the Superb Prftmerops, with which 
it has sometimes been confounded.

S U P E R B  PROM EROPS.  1 4 5

SU PE R B  PROMEROPS#

tii »- f  
Promerops supeibus. P . nigcr violacco viridique nitens, pennj* 

scapular thus falcatis aurco-nitcntibus, cauda longissima.

}Slack Promerops lyith violet and green gloss, falcated golden- 
shining scapular-feathers, and very long tail.

Upupa superba. U. atro-violacca, vcrticc ccrricc abdomincqut 
svperiorc viridi~nitcntibus, pennis scapularibus latcralibusqve 

cauda: falcijonnibus, cauda longissima. L a th . ind. orn.

G rand Promerops a paremens frises, Buff, ois. PI. Enl. 63y.

Le Grand Promerops. And. ct V iet. Prom. pi. 8.

Grand Promerops. Lath. syn. pi. 32.
•V

T h is  magnificent species, which exceeds all the 
rest in the splendor and elegance of its plumage, 
was first described by Sonnerat, and is a native of 
New Guinea. Its total length is nearly four feet, 
the tail being almost three times the length of the 
remainder of the bird, which is not larger in body 
than a common Pigeon. Its shape is slender; the 
bill narrow, black, and pretty much curved: the 
general colour of the whole bird is also black, ac
companied, according to the different directions of 
the light, by varying reflexions of blue, green, #nd 
violet: the head, hind part of the neck, and middle 
of the abdomen are of a golden green : the scapular 
feathers or those situated along the sides of the 
body rise up into two rows of reversed, falciform 
plumes, gradually enlarging from the shoulders to 

v .  v i i i . P .  I .  10
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the rump, beyond which they become much longer, 
but far less curved, and are stretched to some dis
tance on each side the base of the ta il: all these 
feathers are of a purplish black colour on their '  
inner or shallower webs, but along the edges and 
tips o f the wider web are of a brilliant golden 
green: on each side the lower part of the body, 
beneath the wings, is also situated a thick and 
moderately long groupe of loose-webbed, pendent, 
brownish feathers, as in some of the Paradise- 
Birds, to which this species, in the disposition of 
its plumage bears a considerable resemblance: the 
tail is most strongly cuneiform, and consists of 
twelve feathers, the two exterior ones being about 
five inches in length, the rest lengthening in pro
portion, and the two middle feathers measuring 
about twenty-eight inches: these are of a much 
broader and less pointed form than the side-fea- 
thers: the legs are of a moderate length, strong, . 
and black. Nothing particular seems to be known 
of the history or habits of this beautiful bird.



\ PA R A D I S E  PROMEROPS.

Promerops paradiseus. P. castancusy subtus canus, capitc cristato 

nigro, cauda longissima.

Chesnut Promerops, grey beneath, with black crested head, and 

very long tail.
Upupa paradisea. U. rectricibus duabus longissimis. Lin. Syst. 

N at.
Upupa paradisea. U . cristata spadicea, subtus cinerascens, capite 

colloque nigris, rectricibus duubus inttnnedtis longisstmi*. Lath„

* ind. om.

Avis paradisiaca cristata, &c. Seb. mus. 1. t. 30.f .  5.

Crested Promerops. Lath . syn.

T h i s  bird seems to have been first described in 
the magnificent work of Seba, where it is consider
ed as a species of Paradise-Bird. It is about the 
size of a Starling, and measures nineteen inches in 
length, of which the tail is fourteen inches and a 
quarter: the bill is rather more than an inch long, 
curved, and of a lead-colour, as are also the legs : 
the head and neck fine deep black, the crown 
of the head ornamented by a very conspicuous, 
lengthened, s e m i pendent crest, composed of nu
merous feathers of unequal length: the whole 
remainder of the bird, on the upper parts, is 
bright brown, on the under pale ash-colour: the 
tail-feathers of very moderate length, except the 
two middle ones, which extend to a vast distance 
beyond the rest. Native, according to Seba, of 
the East Indies, where it is said to be very rare. 
The description of this species is given by Brissou



with his usual scrupulosity of exactness, and ft 
probably composed from Seba’s figure j yet, from 
his declaring that figure to be accurate, it should 
seem that he had himself seen the bird.

1 4 8  M E XIC A N PRO ME RO PS.

M E X I C A N  P R O M E R O P S .

Promerops Mexicantis. P. griscus purjmrco viridique nitens, re« 

m igifm  carulesce/itibus, abdominefl/ivctcente, cauda longissima. 

Grey Promerops with green and purple gloss, blueish wings, yel

lowish belly, and very long tail.

Upupa Mexicana. U . grisea, viridi c<rrulco purpureoqu* r ariegata, 
abdomine flavcscentc, rcctricibus quatuor intermcdiis /ongissimis. 

L ath . ind. om.

Avis Am  Mexicana cauda longissima. Seb. 1. t. 45. f .  3.

Mexican Promerops. Lath. syn.

T his also is described and figured in the work 
of Seba. Its total length is nearly nineteen inches: 
the body the size of a thrush, and the tail-feathers 
twelve inches in length: the bill near two inches 
long and blackish: the whole upper parts of the 
bird, except the quills which are light blue, are 
grey, accompanied by green and purplish glosses: 
the tail is deeper than the rest: the whole under 
parts of the body are light yellow, and a spot of 
the same colour is situated above each eye; the 
four middle tail-feathers are longer than the rest. 
This species is said to be a native of Mexico, fre
quenting mountainous regions, and feeding on 
insects of various kinds.



ORANGE PROMEROPS.

Promerops aurantius. P . aurantius, cauda mediocri ctqualt. 

Orange-coloured Promerops, with tail of moderate length and
even at the top.

Upupa aurantia. U.Jiavo-aurantia, capite coVoquc auras, remi•

gibus primuribus aurantio-rubro amtaminutis. Lath, ind. on», 

Avis paradisiaca Americana elegautissiina. i .  /. 0 6 . / .  3.

Orange Promerops. Lath .

D escribed and figured in the work of Seba. 
Size o f  a Starling: length about nine inches and 
a half: bill rather above an inch long, somewhat 
curved, sharp-pointed, and yellow, as are also the 
legs: the head and neck are of a deep yellow or 

gold-colour, with a few red feathers round the base 
of the bill: the remainder of the bird is orange 
yellow; the larger quill-feathers of a redder cast 
than the re s t: the tail measures near four inches 
in length, and is even at the end. Native of Gui
ana, frequenting the small islands in the mouth of 
the river Berbice.

The supposed female of this species is described 
by Fernandez in his History of Mexico, under the 
name of Cochitolotl: the head, throat, neck, and 
wings are said to be irregularly varied with grey 
and black: the rest of the bird yellow: the bill 
black, and the legs grey.



REP-BILLED P R 0 M E K 0 P S .

Promerops erythrorynchos. P. niger purpirreo viridique nitens, 
rostro pedib usque rubris, cauda longu, rtclvxcxbus versus apices 

albo fuuculatis.
Black Promerops, with green and purple gloss, red bill and legs, 

and long tail with the feathers spotted with white near the tip. 

Upupa erythrorynchos. U . viridi-atra, Momirre atro, cauda cu- 

netfurmi, remigibus sex primoribus rectricibusque lateralibus albo 
maculatis. Lath. ind. orn.

Upupa erythrorynchos. U . nigro-violacea, viridi nitens, rectricibus 

versus apices macula utrinque alba, rostro rubro. Cimel. Pkys. 

t. 52. N at. Misc. 13.p i.  533.
Red-billed Promerops. la th . syn. suppl.

Promerops a bee rouge. Viell. et Aud. Prom. pi. 6.

T his highly elegant species is an inhabitant of 
Africa, and seems to have been first described by 
Dr. Latham from a specimen in the collection of 
the Duchess of Portland. Its size is that of a 
Hoopoe, and its length about fifteen inches: its 
colour is black, with varying glosses of red, violet, 
and golden green: the red cast predominates on 
the head, the golden green on the wing-coverts, 
and the violet on the back and ta il: the latter is 
very long, and of a strongly cuneated shape, the 
shortest or outsicfe feathers measuring about three 
inches in length, and the rest gradually lengthen
ing to the two middlemost, which measure about 
eight inches: all the tail-feathers, except the two 
middle ones, are marked near the tip by an oval
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the inner web near the t ip : the bill is rather long, 
slender, moderately curved, and of a red or orange- 

, colour, as are likewise the legs, which are rather 
short in proportion to the bird.

A most elegant figure of this species occurs in 
Mr. Miller’s miscellaneous plates of Natural His
tory : in this figure the violet gloss seems greatly 
to predominate, and the bill and legs are orange- 
coloured. It is also figured in the superb work of 
Monsr. Viellot, whose specimen appears to have 
had the quills marked with a white spot on the 
exterior web, with a similar appearance at the tips 
of the covert-feathers.
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MEROPS. BEE-EATER.

Generic Character\

Rostrum curvatum, com- 
pressum, carinatum.

Lingvo, plerisque apice laci- 
niata.

Prdes gressurii.

Lm . Sijst. N a t.

B ill curved, compressed, 
carinated.

Tongue in most specics la- 
ciniated at the tip.

Feet gressorial, viz. with 

three toes forwards and 

one back wards; the middle 

toe connected with the 

outer one.

COMMON B E E-EA TER .

Merops Apiastcr. M . thalassina, gula J im  a, dorso ferruginco- 

flavfsccntc, fascia oculari ntgra, nctricibui mcdiis clongato-acu- 
minatis.

Sea-green R ee-E ater, with yellow throat, yellow ferruginous back, 

black eye-strtpe, and the two middle tail feathers sharp-elon
gated. ;i

Merops Apiastcr. M . dorso ferrugifieo, abdomint caudayue viridi- 
ccrntUm'ente, nctricibus duabus lougioribus, gula lutea. L in. St/st. 

N a t,
Merops* Gesn. Aldrov. <$-c.

M erops |ive A piaster, R aii. syn. p. 49 . Charlt. on mi. zoic. p. 
fc'7. pi. typos. Apiaster. Briss. av.

T he B til-E ater. Will, orn.

L e G uepicr. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 938.

Common Hee-Euter. Lath, syn.

T H I S  is one of the most elegant of the European 
birds, and, n#xt to the Roller and the Kingfisher,

UrSJt
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may be considered as the most brilliant in point of 
colour. Its size is nearly that of a thrush: the *

• bill is rather long, slightly curved, sharp-pointed, 
and black: the irides bright red : the crown of the 
head and upper parts of the neck and back are 
orange-chesnut: the throat yellow, the scapulars, 
lower part of the back, and wing-coverts pale yel
low, more or less shaded or varied in different indi
viduals with chesnut and green: the smaller quill- 
feathers are rufous-chesnut, tipped with green, the 
larger sea-green with dusky tips; the rump and 
tail sea-green, the latter of moderate length, and 
slightly cuneated, with the two middle feathers 
projecting, in a pointed form, to some distance 
beyond the rest. It is to be observed, however, 
that this elongation of the two middle tail-feathers 
does not always take place, and is probably pecu
liar to the male bird. The sides of the head, above 
the eyes, and the whole under parts of the bird are 
sea-green: from the corners of the bill, on each 
side the head, passes a black streak across the eyes, 
curving downwards, and nearly meeting the tips 
of a black crescent placed across the throat, and 
separating the yellow of that part from the sea- 
green of the under parts : the legs are short, and 
of a reddish brown colour. This bird is a native 
of the warmer parts of Europe, and of many parts 
both of Asia and Africa. In the northern regions 
of Europe it is rarely seen. In Greece, as well as 
among the islands of the Grecian Archipelago, it 
seems to be extremely common, and we are told
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by Belon that in the island of Crete in particular
• a curious mode of catching it is frequently prac

tised, viz. by a Cicada, fastened on a bent pin, or . 
a fish-hook, and tied to a long line : the insect is 
then thrown into the air, and flies with rapidity; 
and the Bee-Eater, ever on the watch for insects, 
seeing the Cicada, springs at it, and swallowing 
the bait, is thus taken by the Cretan boys. It is 
said to be particularly fond of bees, and hence its 
common title ; but all kinds of flying insects are 
its occasional victims. I t is said to build in the 
manner of the Kingfisher in deep holes in the 
banks of rivers, forming a nest of moss, and laying 
from five to seven eggs, rather smaller than those 
of a blackbird, and of a white colour.

In the northern parts of Europe, as before ob
served, this bird must be considered as very rare, 
and as driven, by some peculiar circumstances, 
out of its intended track. It is said to have been 
sometimes seen in Sweden, and, in the third vo
lume of the Transactions of the Linnaean Society, 
an instance is recorded of a flight, consisting of not 
fewer than twenty in number, having been seen 
near Mattisliall, in Norfolk, in the month of June 
1793, and again in the October following. In 
the southern parts of Russia and Siberia the Bee- 
Eater is said to be seen in vast numbers, migrating 
into those regions in the month of April, and 
building in clayey banks, which it perforates ob
liquely to the distance of half a foot, and so nu
merous are these holes that the banks appear like



the surface of a honeycomb. It again migrates 
southwards, in va>t [locks, into other regions in the 
month of September.

Y E L LOW-HEADED BEE-EATER. 155

Y E L L O W - H E A D E D  B E E - E A T E R .

Merops congener. M . flaicscms, dorsofcrrugineo, fascia ocu/an'1 

nigra, hitmens cim lets, tauila mtdio elongato-acuminata. 

"Yellowish Bee-Kaler, with ferruginous back, black eye-stripe, blu« 

shoulders, and tail sharp-elongated in the middle.

Merops congener. M . Jlnvcscrm, vrupt/gio virescente, rcmigibuf 

apice ruhris, rectricibus bnsi lutcis. Lin. Si/st. N a t.

Merops alter. Getn. Aldr.

Apiaster icteroceplialus. Briss. av.

L'lcterocephale ou Guepier a  :ete jaune. Buff. ois. 

Yellow-headed Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

T h i s  bird, which is described by Gesner, seems 
to be unknown to modern ornithologists. It is 
said to be somewhat larger than the Common 
Bee-Eater, with the head, throat, and all the under 
parts yellowish : the back and scapulars fine clies- 
n u t; the rump of a mixed green and yellow; the 
smaller wing-coverts blue; the middle ones mixed 
blue and yellow; and the greater ones entirely 
yellow: the quill-feathers black, with red tips, and 
the tail half yellow, and half green; viz. yellow 
half its length from the base, with the remainder 
green : a black streak passes through the eyes; the 
bill is curved and black, aud the legs yellow. Na» 
tive of Germany, inhabiting, according to Gesner, 
the neighbourhood of Strasburg.
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Merops viridis. M . viridis, gvla vropygioque ccerulcis, fascia ocu• 
lari et pectoral) nigrit, rectricibus mediis tlongato-acuminatis. 

Green Bee-Eater, with blue throat and rump, black eye-stripc 

and pcctoral bar, and sharp-elongated middle tail-feathers. 

Merops viridis. M . virens, fascia pectorah nigra, gula caudaque 
carultis, rectricibus duabus elongatis. Liu. Syst. Nat.

The Indian Bee-Eater. Edw. pi. 183.

Guepier vert a gorge bleue. Buff. ots. PI. Enl. 740.

Indian Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species, which is about half the size of the 
Common Bee-Eater, has the shafts of the two 
middle tail-feathers produced to a much greater 
leogth in proportion; the general shape however 
and appearance of the bird is very strongly allied 
to that of the European species. It is thus accu
rately described by Edwards. “ The bill is pretty 
long, sharp-pointed, and a little bowed downwards; 
the upper mandible black or dusky, the nether 
whitish at the base: from the corner of the mouth 
there passes a black line through the eye, bending 
downward? on the side of the head : the beginning 
of the forehead, next the bill, is blue, as are the 
throat, and sides of the head beneath the eyes: the 
crown and binder parts of the head and neck are 
of a red or orange-colour: on the upper part of the 
breast is a black trans\erse mark, like a new moon, 
■with the horns poiuting upwards: the back and 
lesser covert-feathers of the wings are of a parrot- 
greeu: the rump or coverts of the tail of a blueish



green ; the breast and belly are of a light green : 
the thighs of a reddish brown : the coverts beneath 
the tail are of a dirty green : the greater quills of 
the wings are black or dusky at their tips, having 
a little green at their edges near the roots: the 
middle quills are of an orauge-colour, bordered 
with green, having black spots a little within their 
tips, the very tips being orange-colour; the inner 
quills next the back are wholly green: the first 
row of coverts above the quills are orange in their 
middles, and green on their borders: the tail is 
green; the shafts of the feathers dark brown: the 
two middle feathers shoot out more than two inches 
beyond the rest, and are brown at their tips, being 
little more than bare shafts: the under side of the 
tail is of a dusky green: the legs short, as in the 
Kingfisher, of which it is a species, and of a dusky 
brown colour: the three forward toes are joined 
partly together, the outer to the middle one more 
especially.”

This species appears to be subject to some va
riety in point of colour. In a specimen described 
by Dr. Latham, the upper parts of the bird were 
green-gold; the under parts green, changing to 
blue under the throat: in other particulars resem
bling the former, but without the red or orange- 
coloured crown and neck. Native of Bengal, and 
likewise of some parts of Madagascar, &c.

INDIAN BEE-EATER. 1 5 7



M ero p s ornatus. M. cieruleu viridique Tarim, nucha gula r'migi- 
bust/ue bust Iulvis, rectricibus duabus elungatis. Lath. ind. orn. 

ttippl.
Bee-Eater varied with blue and jjreen; the nape, throat, and 

base o f the quill-feathers fulvous, and two o f the tail-feathers 

elongated.

V ariegated  Bee-Eater. Lath. syn. s tip p l. 2.

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Latham from a drawing. 
Size rather superior to that of the Red-winged 
Bee-Eater: general shape and appearance similar 
to that of the Indian Bee-Eater, to which it is also 
much allied in colours, having the crown of the 
head dull o r a n g e ,  the middle of the feathers darker: 
across the eyes a black streak, dashed with blue 
beneath: upper part, of the back, wings, aud tail 
green, but varied with orang<*, as in the Indian 
Bee-Eater: under parts of the bird orange yellow, 
with a broad patch or bar of black below the 
throat, or at the upper part of the breast: lower 
part of the abdomen blueish white: bill and legs 
black: the tail shaped as in the Indian Bee-Eater, 
the two middle feathers being produced into two 
lengthened narrow-plumed shafts. In some the 
crown of the head is blue, with a slight cast of 
orange at the back p a rt: the back brow’nish green, 
and the rump blue.' Native of New Holland.

V A R I E G A T E D  B E E - E A T E R .
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Merops caerulescens. M . cteru/eo-viridis, nigro variant. Lath* 
ind. orn. suppl.

Blue-green Bee-Eater, with black reflexions.
Blue-green Bee-Eater. Lath. syn. mrppt. 2.

T h is  bird seems to have been first described by 
Dr. Latham, who informs us that the colour of the 
whole plumage is blue-green, with a deeper gloss, 
appearing black in some lights: legs black. Na
tive country uncertain.

BLUE-GREEN B E E - E A T E R .

Y E L L O W  B E E - E A T E R .

Merops flavicans. M . Jlavus, subtus albidus, capjtc albo JlaVq 

aurcoquc vario, pectorc rubro, alis uropygio caudaque rufis. 

Lath. ind. om.

Yellow Bee-Eater, whitish beneath; the head varied with white, 

yellow, and gold-colour; the breast red, the wings, rump, and 

tail rufous. v . .
Aldrovandus’s second Bird of Paradise. W ill. om.

D e s c r i b e d  by Aldrovandus, who considered it 
as a species of Paradise-Bird. In the year 1577, 
says Aldrovandus, I observed this bird in the pos
session of a Roman knight of the name of Caval- 
lieri. The head was nearly white, sprinkled with 
yellow and gold-coloured spots: the eyes were 
luteous, with red eye-lashes: the bill between green 
and yellow, two fingers breadth long, and rather 
curved; the tongue aed, longish, and sharp, not



C A Y E N N E  B E E - E A T E R .

unlike that of a Woodpecker, and calculated for 
piercing insects: the breast was reddish: the back, 
wings and belly whitish, but the upper parts and 
tips of the wings ferruginous: the upper part of* 
the back yellowish, but becoming reddish or ferru
ginous at the rum p: the tail-feathers were white 
at the base, but ferrugiuous for the remainder of 
their length, and the two middle feathers exceeded 
the rest two palms in length. The wings, in Al- 
drovandus’s figure, appear very long in proportion 
to the bird, and the author says they measured five 
palms in length: the tail itself also, exclusive of 
the two middle feathers, appears of considerable 
length.

Merops Cayanensis. M . viridis, alis caudaque rufis, rewigibtu 
bati albis. Lath. ind. om.

G reen Bee-Eater, with rufous wings and ta il; the base o f the 

quill-feathers white.
Le Guepier vert a ailes et queue rousses. buff. ois. PI. Enl. 454. 

Cayenne Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Buffon. Size of the Common 
Bee-Eater, or rather smaller: colour pale subci- 
nereous green, except the quill-feathers aud tail, 
which are bright ferrugiuous or red: the green 
colour is paler beneath than above, and the throat- 
featiiers, according to the representation in the 
Planches Enlumin£es, appear to have white shafts, 
as in some of the Rollers: tfee smaller wing-coverts

C A Y E N N E  B E E - E A T E R
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are tipped with white, forming a slight bar of that 
colour across the upper part of the wings: tail 
rather long tlian short, and even at the end : bill 
l)Iack: legs brown. Native, according to the 
Planches Enluminees, of Cayenne.

S U P E R B  B E E - E A T E R .
i h .* '•s* ‘ ‘ ' : ** . "»

Merops superhus. M . ruher, fronte gula uropygioque caruleit, 

rectricibus duabus intermedins longioribus. Vivarium Natural, 

t. 78.
Ited B ee-E ater, w ith fron t, th ro a t, and rurap  blue, and the  two 

m iddle tail-feathers longer than  the  rest. Nfit. Misc. pi. 78.

T h e  size of this splendid bird is nearly that of 
the Common or European Bee-Eater, and its co
lour a fine ruby-red, with the front, throat, and 
rump blue, the tips of the secondary quill-feathers 
dull green, and those of the larger or primary ones 
black : the two middle tail-feathers are produced to 
a very considerable extent beyond the rest, the 
lengthened part being very narrow and of a black 
colour: the bill is also black.

VIII .  p .  i. 11



B R A S I L I A N  B E E - E A T E R .

Merops Brasiliensis. M . ruber, alls fuscis subtus Jlazicantibxu, 

remigibui primoribus cautluquc irquali ccerulcis.

Red Bee-Eater, with brown wings yellowish beneath ; the larger 
quill-feathers and tail blue; the latter even at the end.

Pica Brasiliensis. Seb. mus. I. t. 66. f .  1.
Merops Brasiliensis. M .fusco nigroquc varius, capite gula tectri- 

cibus alarum minoribus c irporcque subtus rubris, remigibus cauda

que cceruleis. Lath. ind. oni.

Brasilian Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

T h e  Brasilian Bee-Eater is described as of nearly 
similar size with the European species, and is said 
by Seba, who seems to have been its first describer, 
to have the head, throat, and all the under parts 
of the body of a bright ruby-red, the wing-coverts 
deep red, the rest of the wings, and upper parts, 
varied with black and brown: the under wing- 
coverts yellow, the quill and tail-feathers pale blue, 
and the bill and legs yellow: the tail is even at 
the end.



S E N E G A L  B EE-EATER.

Merops Senegalensis. M . supra rufn-castancus uropygio ccerulco, 

subtus caruleus, rectrkibus duabus intefmedus clongatis apice 
nigricantibus.

Bee-Eater rufous-chesnut above with blue rump, beneath blue-, 

the two middle tail-feathers elongated and blackish at the tips. 
Guepier a longue queue du Senegal. PI. Enl. 3 )4 .

Chesnut Bee-Eatcr. Far. A . Lath. syn.

T h i s  is allied in a very great degree to the 
Brasilian Bee-Eater, and it seems by no means 
clear that it may not in reality be the same species, 
differing in the cast of its colours. The upper 
part of tWe head and neck, together with the back, 
wings, and tail, are of a bright rufous chesnut- 
colour, the cheeks and whole under parts, together 
with the rump, blue: the bill black, and the legs 
brown : the two middle tail-feathers are produced 
into two narrow, black, pointed extremities, very 
considerably surpassing the rest of the tail. Native 
of Senegal.

V A R . ?

C H E S N U T  B E E - E A T E R .  Lath.

This, which Dr. Latham makes the species, I ra
ther choose to consider as the variety. It differs 
from the former bird in being of a chesnut colour 
on the crown, back, and scapulars: the wings, tail,



and whole under parts blue : the quill-feathers are 
fulvous internally, and have dusky tip s : the bill is 
black; the legs reddish; the tail similar in shape to 
the preceding, the two middle feathers being pro
duced considerably beyond the rest.

164 S U P E R C I L I O U S  B E E - E A T E R .

S U P E R Q I L I O U S  B E E - E A T E R .

M erops superciliosus. M. viridis, vrrtice rufescentc, fascia supra 
infraque uculos alba, gulaflavicante, rectricibus duabus elongatis. 

G reen  B ee-E ater w ith rufescent crown, white stripe above 

and beneath  the  eyes, yellowish th roat, aud  the  two middle 

tail-fea thers elongated.

M erops superciliosus. M. viridis, linea froutis supra infraque oculos 
alba, gula flavicante, rectricibus duabus elongatis. Lilt. St/st. Nat.

T h i s  is described by Brisson and BufTon. Its 
length is rather more than eleven inches, and its 
prevailing colour dusky green, palest on the rump, 
changing into a bright rufous brown on the head: 
above and beneath each eye is a white stripe: the 
under parts of the bird are paler than the upper: 
the tips of the quill-feathers dusky or blackish : the 
middle tail-feathers reach considerably beyond the 
rest: the bill is black, and the legs brown. Native 
of Madagascar.

■ *
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P H I L I P P I N E  BEE-EATER.

Merops Philippinus. M . viridis, subtus fiavescens, uropygio c<tth-  

leo, cauda ctquali. Lin. Syst. N at.

Green Bee-Eater, yellowish beneath, with blue rump, and even 

tail.
Apiaster Philippensis major. Briss. orn.

G uepierde Madagascar. PI. Enl. 215.

Philippine Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Brisson. Length about nine 
inches: colour green above, with a slight gloss of  

copper-colour: beneath yellowish: rump and tail 
blue or sea-green: quill-feathers tipped with black, 
and fulvous on the inner webs : across the eyes a 
black stripe: bill black; legs brown : tail rather 
short, and even at the end. Native ̂ of the Philip
pine isles.

P I E D  B E E -E A T E R .  ,

Merops picatus. M . albo nigroque varius, rostro albido apicefutco, 

pedibus nigris. •.
Bee-Eater varied with black and white; the bill whitish with 

dusky t ip : the legs black.

Size o f  a small p igeon: length about twelve 

in ch es: bill whitish, with dusky t i p : whole bird 

varied with glossy jet-black and milk-white, in the 

following manner, viz. head and neck, both above



and below, black, continued beneath, round the 
lower part of the neck, and forming a very broad 
pectoral zone, deepening on the middle of the 
breast; above continued to the back, the whole of 
which, as far as the rump, is black; smaller scapu
lars, or those between the shoulders, mixed black 
and white: wings black, with the smaller coverts 
white, the larger white at the base half, black at 
the other half, and tipped with white: on one or 
two of the exterior smaller coverts an oval black 
spot: over the eyes a white streak : whole under 
side, from the breast, white, as are also the under
coverts of the wings: rump and base-half of the 
tail white; the end part crossed by a moderately 
broad black bar, leaving the tips of the feathers 
white: the black colour on the two middle feathers 
runs higher up towards the base than on the others: 
legs black. ‘Native of New Holland; a very ele
gant species.

1 6 6  COWLED B E E-E AT E R .

CO W L ED  B I-E -EA TE R .

Merops Monarhns. M . supra fuscus, subtus atbus, capile subto- 
mmtnso n’gro, te r tin  c/erato. l.uth. ind. orn. tvppl.

Drown Bee Eater, white beneath, with black anil somewhat 
downy hend with r.d«ed crown.

Cowled Bee-Eater. hath. syn. suppl. 2. '

“  T h i s , says Dr. Latham, is a large species: the 
bill stout and bending: colour black - tongue very 
bristly at the end, appearing like a brush: the 
head and part of the neck are black, and covered
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with a sort of down : the nape at the back part is 
elongated with a kind of bristly tuft: the hind parts 
of the neck and back are brown; the first mottled 
with a paler colour : the under parts white, marked 
on the chin and throat with dusky sagittal streaks: 
quills and tail brown: legs dusky blue.” Native 
of New 1 Iolland.

EV BROI D E l tE  D BEE-EATER.

Merops phrygius. Mcrops nigcr Jiavo tw in s .  Zuol. New Null, 

pi. 4.

Black Bee-Eater variegated with yellow.

Black and yellow Bee-Eater. lM th. syn. suppl. 2.
■ i

Tins beautiful species I have long ago described 
in the work entitled Zoology of New Holland. Its 
size is that of a Thrush, and its colour black, most 
elegantly variegated with bright and pale yellow: 
the sides of the head, round the eyes, arc covered 
by a naked, yellow, granulated skin : the back and 
breast undulated by numerous pale or whitish yel
low crescents, the tips of the black feathers being 
of that colour: the smaller wing-covcrts are marked 
in a similar manner; the larger tipped with bright 
yellow, and the quill-feathers edged with the same 
colour, as are also the exterior tail-feathers: the 
bill is black, of a very moderate length, and sharp- 
pointed : the legs brown. Native of New Holland.
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Merops caprulorepbalus. M . ruber, capitc uropygioque beryllinis, 

cauda suhirquali.

Red Hec-Eater, with beryl-blue head and rump, and nearly even 

tail.

Merops cacruloceplialus. M . ruber, capile gula uropygioque ccrm- 
leo-viiidtbus, cauda subfoijicata. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Guepier rouge a t6tc bleue. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 649 . 

Blue-headed Bee-Eater. Lath. tyn. .

D k s c h i b b d  b y  Buffon, ami figured in the 
Planches Enluminees : size ralher less than that 
of the Common Bee-Eater: colour of the upper 
parts fine rufous, deepest on the wing-coverts and 
ta il: under parts pale crimson: head and throat 
beryl-blue, deepest on the throat: rump and upper 
tail-coveits of the same colour:' the middle quill- 
feathers edged with bluej the larger ones brown 
towards the tips : tail nearly even, or very slightly 
6ubfurcated the feathers edged with blue-green: 
bill black: legs ash-colour. Native of Nubia, and 
described by Buffon or Montbeillard from a draw
ing or specimen communicated by Mr. Bruce.

B L U E - H E A D E D  B E E - E A T E R .
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Merops cincinnatus. M . atri>-mrtdU miens, cincinno collari utrin- 

quc fatciaquc humerali albis.

Glossy blackish-i'reen IWc-Eater, with a feathery white curl on 
each side the neck, and a white band on each shoulder,

Merops cincinnatus. M . xiridi-atro-nilens, lateribus Juguli utrin- 
que cincinno jaiciaqut alarum albis. lMt/t. ind. on1.

Poe Bee-Eater. Cook'i Voy. 1. p. 48. 150. hath. »yn.

The Poa. Robt. iMuric's jilute.

New Zealand Creeper. Broun ill. t. 9 .

T his most elegant species is a native ofNew- 
Zealand, and of some of the scattered islands in 
the South Seas. Its size is that of a Blackbird, 
and its length about eleven inches: the general 
colour of the whole bird is glossy greenish black 
but the rump is glossed with rich deep blue, and 
strong varying glosses of green accompany the 
general plumage of the back and wings: the larger 
wing-coverts are white, forming a bar of white 
across the wings: the feathers of the neck are of a 
loose sdky texture, and of a lengthened shape, 
curving slightly upwards at the tips: each is also 
marked down the middle by a whitish streak ; but 
the principal mark of distinction in this elegant 
bird is a moderately large and lengthened pendent 
tuft of broadisb white feathers curving upwards at 
the tips, and situated on each side the neck be
neath the ears: the bill is slightly curved, and of 
a black colour, as are also the legs. This bird is 
greatly valued by the natives of the Southern

P O E  B E E - E A T E R .  Ji



islands; its glossy plumage often contributing to 
the ornaments of the feathered mantles worn by 
the chiefs and persons of distinction. In the British 
Museum is a mantle of this kind, appearing to be 
wholly composed of the feathers of this bird, which 
is esteemed not less for its song than its plumage, 
having, according to our late voyagers, a remark
ably sweet note: they also add, that it is a delici
ous food, and may be considered as the greatest 
luxury afforded by the woods of New Zealand.

1 7 0  H O O D E D  B E E - E A T E R .

HOODED BE E-E AT E K.

Merops rucullatus.  M.fusco-plumbcus, subtus albidusfusco linca- 

tus, cuculfo vcrticuli per oculus ductu nigro. Lath. ind. urn. suppl. 
Dusky lead-coloured Bec-Eator,  l ieupath whitish with dusky 

l ines; the  crown o f  the head black, including the  eyes.

Hooded Bee-Eater. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

V e r y  correctly described by Dr. Latham in his 
second Supplement. “ Length from nine to ten 
inches: bill yellow, curved, and rather stout; 
tongue twice the length of it, and fringed at the 
tip: front of the head whitish ; across the crown of 
the head black, which colour passes through the 
eves on each side to the throat: the rest of the 
head whitish grey and dusky, in fine transverse 
lines: upper parts of the body pale lead-coloured 
brown : lower belly and vent white: the six outer 
quills brownish ; the first very short; the others 
iodine to brown ; but six or seven of the middle 
outs are of a greenish ydlow in the middle of the



outer webs, and the tips greenish yellow: tail 
rounded; of a pale greenish lead-colour, with a 
dirty white tip: legs yellow-brown.’* Native of 
New Holland.

C H A T T E R I N G  B E E - E A T E R .  1 7 1

B L U E -C H E E K E D  BEE-EATER.

Merops cyanops. M .fu scu t subtus alius, capite supra gutuque 

nigris, macula oculari cyanea. hath. ind. orn. suppl.

Brown Bee-Eater, white beneath, with black crown ami throat, 

and blue eve-spot.
Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater. Lath, syn. suppl. C.

L e n g t h  sixteen inches: colour brown above, 
white beneath : crown of the head, back of the 
neck, and throat black, but the eyes are surround
ed by a naked? blue patch: tail even: bill black; 
legs blue. Native of New Holland.

C H A T T E R I N G  BEE-EATER.

Merops garrulus. M . J'utcus subtus albus, fascia  verticil nigra, 

macula pone oculos remigibusque mugna ex parte Jlavis. Lat/i. 

ind. orn. suppl.
Brown Bee-Later, while beneath, with a black stripe on the 

crown, a yellow eye-spot, and the greater part o f the quill- 

feathcrs yellow.
Chattering Bee-Later. Lath. ind. orn. suppl. 2.

S iz e  of a Thrush: body pale brown above, white 
beneath ; the breast spotted and the thighs barred 
with brown: wings black, but most of the larger 
quill-feathers yellow with black tips: across the 
top of the head a black bar, passing downwards



on each side beyond the eyes in a pointed form: 
immediately behind each eye a yellow spot: tail 
long and cuneiform: bill and legs yellow. Native 
of New Holland, and said to be of a noisy chatter
ing disposition.

1 7 2  YELLOW-TUFTED BEE-EATER.

Y E L L O W -T U F T E D  B E E -E A T E R .

Merops fasciculatus. M . nigro-nitens, crisso fasciculor/ue axillari 

Jlavis, cauda tnaxime cuneiformi, rectricc extima tota, proximo 

latere cxteriore alba. Lath. ind. urn.
Glossy-black Bee-Eater? with yellow rump and axillary plumes, 

and greatly cuneiform tail, with the exterior feather entirely 

white and the next white on outside.

Yellow-tufted Bee-Eater. Lath. lyn.

T otal length about fourteen inches; of which 
the tail measures half: general colour glossy black; 
head and throat covered with soft, short, pointed 
feathers: beneath each wing a large pendent tuft 
of yellow plumes: vent yellow : tail strongly cunei
form ; the two exterior feathers measuring about 
two inches, and the two middle ones seven ; these 
two feathers are edged and tipped with white: the 
rest are black: bill and legs black. Native of the 
Sandwich islands, where it is much esteemed 
on account of the tufts of yellow feathers beneath 
thte wings, which are used in various ornamental 
articles of dress among the natives, and which 
might justify placing this species among a parti
cular division of the genus Certhia.



175

Merops caninculatus. M . fuscus, abdomine Jlavo, pulcaribiu

* canmculatis, cauda cuneiformi apice alba. Lath. ind. om .

Brown Bee-Eater, witli yellow abdomen, with reddish wattlef 

beneath the bill, and cuneated tail with white tip.
New-Holland Bee-Eater. Phill. But. Bay, p i. p. 164. Lath, 

ind. om.

Corvus paradoxus f Daudin. om . ,

S ize o f  a Missel Thrush, but much longer in 
proportion, measuring about fourteen inches : the 
feathers on the upper part of the head are some
what longer than the rest, giving the appearance 
of a slight crest: the plumage of the bird is brown, 
the feathers long and pointed, and each feather has 
a white longitudinal middle streak: beneath the 
eye on each side the head, beyond the base of the 
lower mandible, is a lengthened pendent wattle of 
an orange-colour: the middle of the belly is yellow: 
the tail wedge-shaped, like that of a Magpie, and 
the feathers tipped with white 1 the bill and legs 
are brown. In some individuals a silvery streak 
appears beyond each side of the bill, and in the 
young birds the white streaks on the plumage ter
minate in a kind of dilated spot at the tip of each 
feather. Native of New Holland; described and 
figured in White’s Voyage to New South Wales. 
There can be little doubt that the Cor: us paradoxus 
of Monsr. Daudin, already described under that 
genus, is in reality the same bird with the present.

W ATTLED BEK-KA TER.
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Merops Malimbicus. M . cinereo-violacrus, subtus rosco-sangm» 

neut, stria oculari nigra, gula alba, remigibus duabus elungatis. 

Cinereo-violaceous Bee-Eater, sanguine rose-coloured beneath, 

with black eye-stripe, white throat, and two lengthened tail- 
feathers.

Merops bicolor. M . supra atro-violuceus, subtus roseus mento albo, 

cauda Irmga et bifurcata. Daudin. Ann. Mus.

Merops Malimbicus. Malimba Bee-Eater. N at. Misc. vol. 17.

T his species is described by Monsr. Daudin, in 
the Annalesdu Museum d’Histoire Naturelle. Its 
length is about ten inches, and its extent of wings 
sixteen : the irides are red : the bill and legs black: 
the head and neck of a slate-grey colour; the chin 
white ; the colour passing from the corners of the 
lower mandible in the form of a streak on each 
side the throat: the upper parts of the body, wings, 
and tail are of a vinaceous ash-colour; but the 
quill-feathers blackish brown; and across the eyes 
runs a blackish brown stripe : the lower part of the 
throat, breast, belly, and thighs are of a fine deep 
or sanguine rose-colour, somewhat paler towards 
the vent: the two middle tail-feathers exceed the 
rest by about an inch and six lines, terminating in 
a narrow point or slightly webbed shaft, as in the 
Common Bee-Eater. This species is an inhabitant 
of Malimba in the kingdom of Congo in Africa, 
where however it only continues about three 
months in the year; migrating in troops, flying 
with the swiftness of a Swallow, and principally

MA LI M B A  B E E - E A T E R .



f  feeding on hymenopterous insects; rarely perching 
on trees, nor even on the ground for any great 
length of time. When a troop of these birds has 
established itself in any particular spot, they are 
seen flying about for whole days together in pursuit 
of insects; after which they repose for a time on 
the nearly bare top of some tree, and then seek 
another spot well peopled with insects.

RE D -W ING E D B E E -E A T E R .  1 7 5

RF.D-WINGEO B E E - E A T E R .

Merops erythropterus. M . fusco-viritlis, subtus albidus, remigibu* 

rcctricibiuque rubris apice nigris, gvla lutea. Lath. ind. om. 
Dusky-brown Bee-Eater, whitish beneath, with red wing and tail- 

feathers black at the tips, and luteous throat.
Le Guepier rouge et vert du Senegal. B vff.o is. P i. Enl. 318 . 

Red-winged Bee-Eater. Lath. tyn.

D e s c r i b e d  by BufTon from a specimen brought 
by Adanson from Senegal, of which country it is 
a native. Total length about six inches: colour 
of the crown, upper part of the neck, back, wing- 
coverts, and rump olive green: wings and tail dull 
red, with black or dusky tips: under parts, from 
the throat, dull white: throat yellow: behind each 
eye a dusky spot: tail even: bill and legs black.
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Merops chrysooephalus. M . viridi-aureus, gula li/tea, sincipite 

supercihis corporei/ue subtus viridi-C(truleit, vertict cervicequc 

aureo-rubris. Lath. ind. orn.

Gold-green Bee-Eater, with luteous throat, blue-green forehead, 

brow s, and under parts, and gold-red crown and nape.

Le grand Guepier vert et bleu a gorge jaune. Buff. ait. 

Yellow-throated Bee-Eater. L ath . syn.

T he length o f this species, according to Buffon, 
is ten inches: the crown of the head and upper 
part of the neck bright golden red ; the upper 
parts o f the bird golden green: the throat bright 
yellow, bounded by brown: the forehead, eye
brows, and all the under parts from the throat, 
blue-green: the two middle tail-feathers near an 
inch longer than the rest. Native country not 
particularized. Described from a specimen brought 
by Sonnerat.

Y E L L O W - T H R O A T E D  BEE-EATER.

A N G O L A  BEE-EATER.

Merops Angoleusis. M . •ciridi-nitens, svbtus viridi-arruleus, gul■  
lutea, jugulo castanco, per oculos fascia cinerta nigro maculata. 
Lath. ind. om. • “

Glosiy-green Bee-Eater, blue-green beneath, with luteous throat, 

chesnut under-neck, and a spotted grey and black eye-stripe. 
Le Petit Guepier vert e t bleu a queue etagee. Buff. oil.

Angola Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Brisson from a drawing by 
Monsr. Poivre: length five inches and a half: co-





r *

our above green, accompanied by a slight gilded 
gloss: throat yellow : forepart of the neck chesnut; 
iremainder of the under parts blue: tail strongly 

"oimeated : across the eyes a mixed black and grey 
bill black; legs ash-colour. Native of An-

RED-THROATED BEE-EATER. 1 7 7

R E D -T H R O A T E D  B E E-E A T E R .

* * 7  ;  :lP rK  ' i & v v; H
Merops gutaris. M . niger, fruntc vropygioque caruleis, abdomint 

caruleo maculato, gula rubra. Vivar. N a t. vol. 9 . t. 337- 

Black Bee-Eater, with the forehead and rump blue, the abdomen 

spolted with blue; Uie throat red. N o t. Misc. vol. 9 . pi.3'AJ.

T h is  beautiful species I have before described in 
the Naturalist’s Miscellany. Its size is rather 
smaller than that of the Common Bee-Eater, and 
its prevailing colour the finest velvet-black: the 
forehead is of the richest blue, passing a little 
above and beyond the eyes on each side: the rump 
is also blue, rivalling that of the Kingfisher: the 
scapulars and two middle tail-feathers are edged, 
aud the abdomen clouded or mottled with the same 
colour: the throat is of a bright blood-red, the 
large* wing-coverts and middle quill-feathers bor
dered with bright ferruginous: the tail is even at 
the end; the bill and legs black. Native of Sierra 
Leona in Africa.

v .  V I I I .  J*. 1. l i t
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CINEREOUS B E E - E A t E R

Merops rinem is. M . iano-/lavaccns rubro intermistus, 

rlualius mediis clongatis rubris.

Yellowish grey Bee-Eater with a mixture o f red ;
tHil-feathers lengthened and red.

Avicula de Quauhciluf. Scb. mus. l . l ,  3 1 . / .  10.
Le Guepier a tete grise. Butf. nit.

Cinereous Bee-Eater. Lath. syn.

D escribed  by Seba. Size that o f  a Lark: total 
length nine inches : colour pale whitish grey with 
a cast of yellow, the feathers both on the body and 
wings being slightly edged with red: tail rather 
short, except the two middle feathers, which extend 
above two inches beyond the rest; not in a pointed 
form, but of the same diameter throughodt: these 
feathers are entirely red : the head is grey, but 
with a- patch or streak of brown through the eyes; 
the bill green, and the legs grey. Seba describes 
it as a native of Mexico.

EASTERN B E E - E A T E R .

Merops Orientalis. M . viridis, rectricibus mediis elongatis, remi- 

.gibus rubris apice nigris. Lath. ind. om . suppl.

Green Bee-Eater, with the two middle tail-feathers lengthened;
the quill-feathers dull red with black tips.

Eastern Bee-Eater. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

D escribed by Dr. Latham from a specimen in 
the British Museum. “ Size o f  the Red-Winged



-Eater: the general colour dull green : the fea- 
hers rather full: quills red, but not bright: the 
uter edges of them dull green with black tips :

* -‘Vul green: the two middle feathers produced be- 
VonNLthe others, where they are narrow and black, 
/as far*is they exceed them : said to come from the 

M ahritta  country in India.”

W HITE-FRONTED B E E-E A T E R .  1 7 9

^  W H l t E - F R O N T E D  B E E -E A T E R .

Merops Albifrons. M . rufus subtus allidus, capite supra nigro, 
fronte nivea, remigibus rcctricibusquc cirrulcsccntibus albo macu- 

latis.

Rufous Bec-Eater whitish beneath, with snow-white forehead, 
and blueisli wing and tail-feathers spotted with white.

Merops albifrons. M . rufus subtus albidus, enpite supra. nigrot 
fronte nivea, remigibus rectncibusque maculntis. Lath. ind. orn. 

suppl.
White-fronted B ee-E ater. Lath. syn. suppl. 2 .

T his is about eight inches in length: the body  

is of an elegant rufous-brow n above; the forehead, 

and all the under parts white; but the shafts o f  the 

feathers both on the upper and under parts o f  the  

bird are black: the crown of the head and cheeks 

are also black, and the sides of the body beneath 
the wings marked with five dark blueish bands: the 
qufll-feathers and tail are pale blue, spotted with 

white: the bill and legs yellowish brown. T he  

supposed female is described as o f  duller colours; 
having the crown and cheeks brown instead of 
black; and the wings and tail varied with brown 
and dull yellow. Native of N ew  Holland.
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M erops olivaceus. M . olivuccus remigibus cavdaqvc s td j fw o * /

rubtus olivacco-flmtscens, supcrciliit flavis, cauda aquali. ( 
Olivaccous Bee-Eater with brownish wings and tail, beut/lth yel

lowish-olivaceous, with yellow brows and even tail.

Le Promerops olivatre. Viellot Prom.pl. 5.

* rV' 'to, JSCjJwiKit ‘
D e s c r i b e d  and figured by Monsr. Viellot,

considers it as a new species. Length seven incites: 
head and all the upper parts olivaceous, browner 
on the wings and ta il: all the under parts pale 
yellowish or whitish olive, growing almost white 
towards the vent: across the eyes, or rather be
neath, on each side the head, a yellow streak: tail 
even: bill and legs brown; the exterior toe con
nected, as far as the first joint, to the middle one. 
Native of the Southern isles. *| 1

O L IV A C E O U S B E E -E A T K R .

G O L D E N - W I N G E D  B E E - E A T E I t .

Merops chrysopterus. M . fu tcus, macula alarum fu ll a, m m  •ri

bas rcctricikuqxc axUrtoribui opice albii. I*ek. ind. wn. iuppl. 

Brown Bee-Eater, with a fulvous spot on the wings, and the ex
terior wing and tail-feathers tipped with white.

Ci olden-w inged Bee-Eater. Lath. syn. mjtpl. 2.

D escribed from a drawing: size uncertain: 
general colour brown, the shafts o f the feathers 

very pale: greater quill-feathers darker than the



ithers: four or live of the exterior ones orange- 
rellow in the middle part, with white tips: tail 
ifrongly cuneated, and tipped with white, except 

ui->v the two middle feathers: bill and legs black. 
atiWjp of New South Wales.

R E D - H E A D E D  B E E -E A T E R .  1 8 1

M  BL A C K -E A R E D  B E E - E A T E R .

Huritus. M . corpore supra rufo, subtvs aibido, slriga pone 
’  ulos remigibus rectricibusque nigrit. la th . ind. orn. tvppl. 

Rufous Bee-Eater, whitish beneath, with black eye-stripc, wings 

and tail.

Black-cared B ee-E ater. I*th. tyn. svppl. 2.

L e n g t h  about seven inches: bill and legs brown: 
colour of the upper parts pale rufous brown: quilJ- 
feathers black: tail dusky: colour of the under parts 
white, the abdomen and thighs spotted with black: 
and behind each eye is a broad, black, pointed 
streak. Native of New Holland.

RED-HF.ADKD BEE-EATER.

M erops erythroceplialus. M . viridis, sultutjlavicuns, capitt rvbr*, 
fascia oculari nigra, gula lulca.

G reen  B ee-E ater, yellowish benea th , with red  bead , b lack  ty+- 
strqte, and yellow  th roat.

Apiaster Indicus erytlirorepbalus. Britt, oit.
G uepier a tete rouge. Duff. ois.
Red-beaded Bee-Eater. Lath. tyn.

A s h a l l  species, described by Brisson from a 
drawing by Monsr. Poivre. Length six inches:



crown of the head and upper part of the 
bright red: across the eyes a black streak : all 
upper parts of the bird tine green : the throat 
under parts yellow, but slightly dashed, from 
throat downwards, with red : tail even at 
and rather short: irides rod: bill black; lej 
Native of Angola.

1 8 2  rufous bee-

RCFOOS BEE-E

Merops rufus. M . rufus, subtus rufu-jiancons, remigibuxfusris 
extus rvfis. Lath. ind. orn,

Rufous Bee-Eater, beneath yellowish rufous, with brown <juill- 
feathers rufous on the edges.

Le Fournier dc Buenos Ayres. Buff. ois. PL Enl. 739,
Rufous Bee-Eater. Lath, syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Commerson : length about eight 
inches and a half: colour rufous, deepest on the 
upper parts, and inclining to pale yellow beneath: 
the larger quill-feathers brownish : the tail slightly 
rounded at the end : the bill and legs, according 
to the Planches Enluminees, yellowish brown. It 
is observed by JSuflbn, that as the toes in this spe
cies are not united, as in the rest of the genus, it 
seems to form as it vyere a connecting link or shade 
between the Bee-Eaters and the Hoopoes or Pro» 
meropes.



i
is rorniculatus. M. fuscus, cap-tc corpore svltus apiceque 

due albis, corniculofrontali obtuso. 
e F y  n Bee-Eater, with the f f a d ,  under parts o f  the body, and 

ip o f  tail white, andobtuse frontal horn.

Merops comiculatus. M . fuscus, capitt nudiusculo, carport subtus 

rcctricibusquc apice ulbidis, corniculo frontali obtuso.Lath. ind. orn. 
Knob-fronted Bee-Eater. White's Voy. Hot. Bay, p. 190.

Le Corbi Calao. ' Levaill. Cat. pi. 24.

D escribed  and figured in Mr. White’s Journal 
of a Voyage to New South Waies. I t  is about the 
*ize of a Blackbird, or rather larger : the plumage 
brown above, and white beneath; tlie head and 
upper part of the neck sparingly covered with nar
row white feathers, almost like hairs ; but the fore 
part of the neck and breast are furnished with long 
ones, of a white colour with a dark middle streak, 
and pointed at the ends: the tail is pretly long, 
and the feathers tipped with white: the bill about 
an inch nn length, and pale; but what is most re
markable is that on the forehead, just at the base 
of the bill, is a short blunt knob, about a quarter 
of an inch in height, and of a brownish colour: the 
tongue is nearly of the length of the bill, and 
bristly at the end: the legs are dark brown. Monsr. 
Levaillant, who has figured this species in his work

K N O B - F R O N T E D  B E E - E A T E R .



entitled Iiistoire Naturelle d'Oiscaux Nouveaux 
rares de VAmcrique et des Indcs, with singular \ 
infelicity of arrangement, considers it as belong-^ 
ing to the genus Buceros.!!! * ^

1 8 4  K N O B - F R O N T E D  B E E - E A T E R .
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v CERTHIA. CREEPER.

Generic Character.
i
/

J
Rostrum  arcuatum, tcnuc, j 

acutum.

Lingua variis varia.

Pedes ainbulatorii.
Cauda p e n n is  d u od ec im .

Lath. ind. om.

Dill b o w ed , s len d e r , sharp* 

p o in te d .

Tongue d if fe rin g  in different 
species.

Feet formed for walking.
T ail consisting of twelve 

feathers.

T H E  numerous genus Certhia, which seems to 
be generally diffused over all parts of the globe, 
is principally distinguished from that ofTrochilus 
or Humming-Bird by the structure of the tongue, 
which in the Creepers is generally of a lengthened 
form, divided into several processes or filaments at 
the extremity; while in the Humming-Birds it 
rather resembles a long double tube, the end of 
which is also sometimes divided into filaments as 
in the Creepers. In the splendor and variety of



their colours the Creepers rival the Humming- 
Birds, to which they are so nearly allied that in 
some of the smaller spccies the distinction between 
the two genera becomes somewhat obscure. T h q ^  * 
general food of the Creepers consists of insects, ' 
while many o£the smaller species extract likewise » 
the juices offlowers in the manner of the Hommifig- 
Birds. To this must be added, that the alliance 
between this genus and the preceding one of Me- 
rops is very close, and that some species migm 
with almost equal propriety be ranked in either 
genus.

1 8 6  COMMON C R E E P E R .  ^

CO M M O N  C R E E P E R .

Certhia familiaris. C. custanea nigro albidoque varia, subtus alba,  
caudu subfulva rectricibus ucnnunalis.

Chesnut C reeper varied with black ami w hitish , beneath  w hite, 

with sulifulvous pointed tail.

Certhia familiaris. C. grisra subtus alba, remigibus fu scu  decern 
macula alba, rtctricihus dectm. I jh . Syst. N a t.- 

O r th i a .  C’tsn. Aldr. Bell. li'ill. <V<~- 

Com mon Creeper. Perm. Brit. Zoo/. Lath. syn. SfC. ifC.

Le tiriin p ercau . Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 6 8 1 . f .  1. Viell. Certh. 

pi. 72.

“ T h e  Creeper, says Mr. Pennant, weighs only 
five drams, and next to the Crested Wren, is the 
least of the British birds.’ The manner it has of 
xullling its feathers, and their length, give it a 
much larger appearance than is real. The length 
of this bird is five inches and a half: the breadth
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seven and a half: the bill is hooked, like a sickle: 
the irides hazel: the legs slender: the toes and 
claws very long, to enable it to creep up and down 
the bodies of trees in search of insects, which are 
its food. It breeds in hollow trees, and lays some
times twenty eggs. The head and upper part of 
the neck are brown, streaked with black*: the 
rump is tawny : the coverts of the wings are varie
gated with brown and black : the quill-feathcrs 
dusky, tipped with white, and barred with tawny 
marks: the breast and belly are of a silvery white: 
the tail is very long, and consists of twelve stiff 
feat Iters, notwithstanding Mr. Willughby and other 
ornithologists give it but ten : they are of a tawny 
hue, and the interior ends slope off to a point.”

In the particular of the eggs Mr. Pennant seems 
to have somewhat too implicitly followed the ac
counts of Belon and the rest of the older ornitho
logists ; and, as the Count de UufTon observes, it 
is not improbable that the Creeper has sometimes 
been confounded with those prolific birds the Tit
mice. The general number of eggs laid by the 
Creeper is five or seven: they are ash-coloured, 
with deeper spots and streaks. ** r:

The Creeper is generally seen engaged in climb
ing up and down the bodies and limbs of trees in 
quest of insects. It makes its nest either in a hole, 
or behind the bark of some decayed tree, com
posing it, according to the observations of Colonel

* O r rattier, according to Willughby, fox-colourcd with white

streaks.

COMMON C REEPER . 1 8 7



1 8 8 G R E E N  C R E E P E R .

Montagu, of dry grass and the inner bark of wood, 
loosely put together, and lined with small feathers; 
and during the time of incubation the female is 
fed by the male whenever she quits her nest for 
food. The note of the Creeper is monotonous and 
weak, being repeated several times, in a deliberate 
manner, and is rarely heard in w inter: at this 
season the bird is constantly active in quest of 
food; chiefly consisting of the larv® of insects found 
under mose, and in the crevices of the bark of 
trees.

V A R . ?

GR E A T E R  c r e e p e r .

This is said to resemble the Common Creeper 
in all respects except in being something larger, 
and is found in some parts of Germany.

G R E E N  C R E E F E R .

C erthia viridis. C. vireicens, subtus flavo r aria, latcribus re/a 

villa ctri aim, gula macula ruj*. Lath. ind. om. Scop. aim. 1. 

No. dO.
Greenisli Creeper, varied with yellow beneath, with a  blue stripe 

on each side the neck, and a rufous spot on the tliroat.

G recu Creeper. Lath. syn.

T his is described by Scopoli, who does not ven
ture to pronounce it specifically different from the



V A L L  ( J B E E B E K



Common Creeper, which it nearly resembles in
size, but is of a greenish colour above, and pale 
yellow beneath with a mixture of green : on each 

' side the neck is a blue streak, descending from the 
base of the bill, and on the throat a rufous spo t: 
the quill-feathers are brown with green edges, and 
the tail greenish brown. This remarkable variety, 
if such it be, and not rather a distinct species, is a 
native of the Dutchy of Carniola in Austria.

W A L L  CHEAPER. 1 8 9

W A I . L  C R E E P K R .

C erthia rtiuraria. C. cinerea, alit caudaque nigris, tcctricibus roscit, 
remigibus ruseo marginatis.

Cinereous Creeper, with black wings and ta il; the coverts rose* 

coloured ; the quills edged with rose-colour.

Certhia oiuraria. C. a'nera, macula alarum ftd ra . L in .S y tt. N a t. 
Picus inurarius. Gesn. Aldr. l l ’ill. ^ c .
(irimpereau de muraille. Huff. ois. PI. Enl. 3 /2 . lu l l .  Certh.

pi. 73. : 1
W all Creeper. Lalk. syn. Edw. pi. 36' 1.

Fins very elegant species, which is principally 
found in the warmer parts of Europe, is consider
ably larger than the Common Creeper, measuring 
about six inches and three quarters in total length: 
its colour is deep blueish grey, somewhat darker 
beueath; the wing-coverts and middle quill-feathers 
black, the smallest or those nearest the body edged 
with white: the tail short aud black, with the two 
exterior feathers on each side tipped with white:
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the bill rather long in proportion to the bird, sleif- 
der, slightly curved, and of a black colour, as are 
likewise the legs. The male is distinguished from 
the female by a broad longitudinal black stripe on 
the throat.

The Wall Creeper is considered as one of the 
rarer European birds, and its principal residence 
seems to be in Italy and Spain, where it is ob
served to frequent ruins, creeping about the walls 
of old buildings, &c. in quest of insects, and parti
cularly spiders. It is of a solitary disposition, as
sociating only with its mate, and has a loud, but 
not unpleasing note. According to Aldrovandus 
it is not uncommon in the territory of Bologna in 
Italy, flying in the manner of a Hoopoe; almost 
always shaking its wings like that b ird ; never 
resting long in a place, and building in the holes 
of walls.

The best figures of this species are those of Bris- 
son and the Planches Enluminees.
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S P L E N D I D  C R E E P E R .

Certhia splendid a. C. awto-viridi-chalybea, alit caudaque nigris, 
fascia pectorali rubra, pennis uropygii Jibroso-elongatis.

Steel-blue and gold-green Creeper, with black wings and tail, red 

pectoral bar, and fibrose-elongatcd uropygial plumes.
Certhia Iotcuia. ? C. cerulea, fascia pectorali rubro-aurca, lorit 

atris. Li*. Sytt. N at.

Lc Soui-manga a plumes soyeuscs. Vicll. Certh. t. 82.
L 'Eilatant. Vicll. Certk. t. 2.

African Creeper. Var. C. Lath, suppl.

T he length of this highly beautiful species is 
rather more than five inches : the bill and legs are 
black: the head and throat deep violet-blue, with 
a gloss of gold on the crown : upper ;part of the 
neck, back, wing-coverts, and tail-eoverts of a 
deep but very brilliant golden green ; the feathers 
of a fibrous nature, and the tail-coverts in particular 
stretching to a greater extent ove“r the tail than in 
most other species : across the middle of the breast 
runs a bright-red bar, beyond which the abdomen 
and thighs are of the same deep violet-blue colour 
as the breast: the wing9 and tail are black. Native 
of Africa.

This species is considerably allied to the Certhia 
Afra of Linna:us, of which it is even considered as 
a variety by Dr. Latlumi.
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Certhia Afra. C. mtreo-viridis, rm igibiis cauJaque f in c h , fa scia  

pcctorali rubra, abdomivt albo, vropygio catrulto.

Gold-green Creeper, with brown wings and tail, red pectoral 

bar, white belly, and blue rump.

Certhia Afra. C. r iridis, abdominc albo, pectorc rubro, uropygio 

ccrrulco. l i n .  Syst. N at. 

lted-breasted Green Creeper. E dui.p l. 347.
Soui-raanga vert a gorge rouge, liujf. oil.

African Creeper. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species has long ago been described and 
figured by Edwards under the name of the Red
breasted Green Creeper, and measures about four 
inches and three-quarters in length. “ The bill, 
says Edwards, is pretty long, and bowed down
ward : it is of a dusky colour, as are the legs and 
feet: the head, neck, hack, and covert-feathers of 
the w ings are of a shining green, reflecting glosses 
like burnished gold and copper-colour: the coverts 
on the up|>er side of the tail are of a tine blue : the 
greater wing-feathejs and the tail, which hath 
twelve feathers, are of a dark brown colour, the 
edges of the feathers being a little lighter: the in
sides of the wings and under side of the tail of a 
lighter brown than they are above: the middle of 
the breast is covered with fine red feathers: the 
belly, thighs, and coverts beneath the tail are of a 
light brown or ash-colour, almost white beneath 
the tail.1' This bird is a native of the Cdpe of 
Good Hope, where it is found in woody situations,

AF R IC AN C R E E P E R .



and is not less admired for its song than its plu
mage, being considered by some as even superior 
to the nightingale.

1    -a

SUPERB CREEPER.

Certhia superba. C. aureo-vtridis, alis caudaquc fuscis, gula 
VIolacrti aurco-Jlu r ia t n , p e r t nr r nhdnminrqHc f atco-phoeniceis. 

Gold-green Creeper, with brown wings ami tail, violet throat 

with golden band, and dusky.'Crimsoii breast and abdomen.

Lc Sougnimbiadou. Vicll.jet Aud. Ceiih. pi. 22.

T h i s  most elegant bird is described in the mag
nificent work of Mons. Viellot. Its length is six 
inches: the crown of the head, upper part of the 
neck, smaller wing-coverts, back, and rump a r e  

bright green-gold: the throat violet blue, g l o s s e d  

with gold: across the upper part of the breast • 
runs a bar of bright gilded yellow, beneath which 
the whole under parts are deep brownish crimson: 
the wings and tail blackish brown; the bill black, 
and the legs brown. This species was discovered 
in Malimba in Africa by Mons. Perrein, and is 
one of the rarest as well as most beautiful of the 
present genus.

S U P E R B  C R E E P E R .  1 9 3
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K.

Certhia Angaladiana. C.viridi-aurea, abdomine remigibus can- 

daque nigris, fascia  pectorali violacca.
G old-g reen  C reep e r, with black abdomen, quill-feathers and tail, 

and violet pectoral band.

Certhia Lotenia ? ? Lin, Syst. Nat. Lath. ind. orn. 

L ’Angala-dian. Buff, ois, PI. Eni. j " 5 . / .  2. 3. Aud. ct Vicll.
C trlh. pi. 3. 4.

Loten’s Creeper. Lath. syn.

V e r y  much allied in point of size and habit to 
the Splendid Creeper, but differs in its colours, 
having the head, neck, breast, back, rump, and 
wing-coverts gold-green, the wings and tail black, 
and the abdomen deep or velvet-black, while across 
the breast, separating it from the black abdomen, 
runs a glossy steel-blue band: the bill and legs are 
black. The female is said to differ in being brown 
above, with the throat dull gold-green, aud the 
abdomen ash-colour. In the Systema Natune 
Linnanis describes the Certhia Lotenia as having 
a bright red bar across the breast. It is not 
therefore very improbable that the Splendid 
Creeper of the present work may be the Linnaean 
Certhia Lotenia, since it is distinguished by the 
characteristic which forms a conspicuous feature in 
the Linnaean character of that bird, viz. the bright 
red bar across the breast; while on the other hand 
it by no means agrees with the supposed Linnaean 
Certhia Lotenia of other writers.

*

ANGALAD1AN CHEEPER.
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A M E T H Y ST -T H R O A T E D  CR E EPER .

Certhia Amethystina. C. subviolaceo-nigra, vertice viridi-aureo, 
gula uropygioquc amethyatims.

Subviolaceous-black Creeper, with gold-green crown, and ame

thyst throat and runip.
Le Soui-manga a front dore. V itll. Certh, pi. t .  6.

S i z e  and habit of Loteniati Creeper: colour 
velvet-black, with a slight gloss of violet: forehead 
gold-green: throat bright violet or amethyst-co
lour, with a changeable cast of blue: rump of 
similar colour: tips of the shoulders steel-blue: 
bill and legs black. Native of the Cape of Good 
Hope. In its young state this species is said to 
be brown above, and pale ash-coloured beneath, 
spotted with brown ; the forehead and throat as in 
the advanced bird, but less bright.
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Certhia chalybca. C. viridi-avrea, remigibus caudaifue fuscis 
pectore rubra, fascia antica chalybca.

Green-gold Creeper, with brown wings and tail, and red breast 

bounded above by a steel-blue bar.
Certhia chalybea. C. viridis nit era;, pectore rubro, fascia antica 

chalylxa. Lin. Syst. Nat.
Le Soui-manga a collier. Buff. ois. PI. F.nl. 246. f .  3.

Culiared Ct'eeper. Lath. syn.

Le Soui-roanga a collier. Vicll. Certh. pi. 13. pi. JO. pi. IS ?  

pi. 80.

Certhia Capensis. Lin. Syst. N at. an avis junior ?

L e n g t h  about, four inches and a half: head, 
neck, breast, smaller wing-coverts, and back gold- 
green, accompanied by a gloss of copper : across 
the lower part of the breast, immediately beneath 
the gold-green colour, a moderately broad, double 
bar, the uppermost of which is bright violet or 
steel-blue, and the lower bright red : abdomen and 
thighs grey-brown: wings and tail dusky brown: 
bill and legs black: beneath each wing a tuft of 
yellow plumes. Native of the Cape of Good 
Hope, feeding on small insects and the honey of 
flowers, and said to have a very line note. The 
violet or upper bar of the breast is not always dis
tinct: the female is grey-brown, paler beneath, as 
is also the young, which latter seems to be the 
Certhia Capensis of Linnaeus.

Mons. Vielfot, in his splendid work on this 
genus, figures a specimen a trifW*larger in size,

lie!-' -

COLLARED C R E EP ER .
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under the name of Soui-Mansa a ceinture bleue.O
It seems however to be no other than a variety of 
the Collared Creeper, with the red bar w^ler than 
usual. '

ORANGE-BANDKP C R E E P E R .  1 9 7

------------

V A R .  ?

ORANGE-BANDED CRE E PE R,

Le Soui-manga a  ccinture orangee. Viell. Certh. pi. 34.

L e n g t h  about three inches and three quarters: 
colour of the head, neck, breast, smaller wing- 
coverts, and back deep gold-green with violet gloss 
on the face: a glossy band of deep steel-blue 
passes across the breast, beneath which is a reddish 
orange-coloured bar : remainder of the under parts 
black, but deep green for some little distance be
low the orange bar: wings and tail deep brown: 
beneath the wings a yellow tu ft: bill and legs 
black. Native region unknown: described and 
figured in the work of Mons. Viellot from a spe
cimen in the Paris Museum.

' • $ ' v r
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* VAR.  ?

C erth ia  bifasciata. C. viridi-aurea, remigibus, abdominc caudaque 
fu s  co-nigricantibus, Jascia pectorali rubra antice chulybea. 

Green-gold Creeper, with black-brown quill-feathers, belly and 

tail, and red pectoral bar bounded above by a steel-blue 

one.

Lc Soni-manga vert ct brun. Vicll. Certh. pi. 24.

L e n g t h  about four inches and three quarters: 
general appearance greatly resembling that of the 
Collared Creeper, of which it might even, accord
ing to Mons. Viellot, pass for a variety, but dif
fers in the deeper cast of its plumage, the colour 
of the abdomen, and in the total want of the tuft 
of yellow plumes under the wings: the head, neck, 
throat, upper part of the breast, and beginning of 
the back are deep green-gold, which colour on the 
breast sinks into violet-blue, and is terminated by 
a deep-red band: the wings, tail, and belly are 
deep brown: bill and legs black. Native of the 
country of Malimba in Africa, where it is very 
common.

B I F A S C I A T E D  C R E E P E R .



H O O D E D  CRE EPER.

Certhia cucullata. C. oKvaceo-aerulescens, subtus sublvtea, remt-
gibus rectricibus cuculloquc frontali ad pectus utrinquc dcscendente 
nigris.

©livaceo-caerulescent Creeper, subluteous beneath, with black 

quill and tail-feathers, and black: frontlet descending on each 
side the breast.

Certhia tenuirostris. C. dorso cinereo, abdominc rufo, capillitio 
lunula gula: remigibus rcctricibusque nigris. Lath, ind orn. 
tuppl.

Slender-billed Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2 .
Le Cap-noir. Vicll. pi. 6 0 .

T h i s  elegant species was described and figured 
by myself for the work of Mons. Viellot. Its 
length is about six inches and a half, and its colour 
on the back and wing-coverts fine blue-grey, in
clining to olive on the upper part near the neck: 
the crown of the head is black, the colour de
scending on each side the neck in form of a long 
and moderately broad stripe: the throat and 
upper part of the breast are yellowish white, with 
a blackish crescent across the former, pointing 
upwards: the lower part of the breast, abdomeu, 
and vent are orange-coloured: the quill and tail- 
feathers black, but the latter whitish beneath : the 
bill is longish, slender, and black, and the legs 
brown. Native of New Holland.



GU EE N-G OL D CP.EEPER.

Certhia omnicolor. C. viridi-avrata, variis coloribus nitens. Lath.
ind. orn.

Green-gold Creeper, with various-coloured glosses.
Avis Ceylonica omnicolor. Seb. mus. 1. 1, 6 9 . / .  5 .

Certhia omnicolor. Lin. Gmel.
Green-gold Creeper. L ath . tyn.

T h i s  dubious species is figured, and very slightly 
described, in the work of Seba, w ho tells us that . 
it is green, with varying reflexions of all colours, 
and accompanied by rich golden glosses. Ac
cording to the Sloanian coloured copy of Seba, in 
the British Museum, it measures about eight 
inchcs in length, and is of a bright blueish-green 
above, glossed with gold: the wings and under 
parts darker, or dusky grass-green with similar 
glossies: the bill pretty much curved, sharp- 
pointed, and, together with the legs, greenish 
brown. Seba adds, that its young sometimes 
fall a prey to the great wood-spider, (Aranea 
avicularia. Lin.)



Certhia cuprea. C. aureo-cuprca, ludaceo viridique nitens, abdomine
atro, remigibus caudaquefuscis.

G olden-copper C reeper, with green and violet glosses, black a b 

dom en, and brown wings and tail.

C erth ia tenea. C. ex riruh nrickalcta, altsfuliginosis, cauda atro- 
tut ait e, remigibus rectricibusque nigris. Lath. ind. om . Sparrm. 

Mus. Carls, fasc. 4. t. 78.
Le Soui-manga tricolor. VielL Cerlh. pi. 43.

C upreous Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

L ength  about five inches: head, neck, begin
ning of the breast, back, rump, and tail-coverts red
dish copper-colour, with gilded violet and green 
reflexions, according to the direction of the light: 
under parts of the bird, from the breast, deep black: 
wings and tail brown: bill and legs dusky. Native 
of Malimba and other parts of Africa.

• • * ■ 
_____________  A

C O P P E R  CRE EP ER .

r i R P L E D  CHE E PE R.

Certhia purpurata. C. purpureo-znolacea viridl nitens, fascia pec- 
turali punicea, remigibus caudaque nigricantibus, rostro truyusculo. 

Purple-violet Creeper, with dark-red, pectoral bar, blackish quill.

feathers and tail, and largish bill.
Purple Indian Creepers. Edxv. pi. 265.

So'ii-manga pourpre. Buff". ois. Viell. Certh. pi. 11.

T h is ,  which has sometimes been confounded 

with the Collared Creeper, is most evidently a very
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distinct species. I t is about four inches and a 
half long, with a very crooked •bill, somewhat 
stouter than in most of the small Creepers, and is 
of a deep violet-purple colour, slightly glossed on 
6ome parts with green: the wings dusky brown, 
and the tail black: across the breast is a double 
bar, the uppermost of which is violet, glossed with 
green; the lowermost deep red ; and on each side 
the body, beneath the shoulders, hangs a tuft of 
yellow plumes, a circumstance common to many 
birds of this genus: the bill and legs are black. 
Native of India. The specimen figured by Ed
wards appears to have wanted the red bar across 
the breast. Edwards also figures another specimen, 
which differs in no other respect than in being a 
very trifle smaller, and in having the bill some
what less stout: this he supposes the female; but 
it is more probably a young male. This species 
may be readily distinguished from the Collaret! 
Creeper by its purple colour, as well as by the 
comparatively indistinct appearance of the red pec
toral or abdominal bar, which in Edwards’s spe
cimen seems very obscure, and is not even mention
ed in his description.
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B L U E - H E A D E D  CRE EPER.

* C? .

Certhia cyanocephala. C. olnacea, subtus grtsea, capite coilopec- 

torrque violaceo-cxruleis nitcntibus.

Olive Creeper, with glossy violet-blue head, neck and breast.
Le Soui-manga a tete bleue. Viell. Certh. pi. 7 .

L ength about five inches: head, neck, and 

throat fine violet-blue, with changeable reflexions: 
remainder of the bird, on the upper parts, olive; 
011 the under deep ash-colour: bill and legs black: 
beneath the wings a yellow tuft. Native of Ma- 
limba in the kingdom of Congo in Africa.

C E Y L O N E S E  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Zeylonica. C .fusca, subtus fla w , gula pectnreque azurtis.

Brown Creeper, yellow beneath, with azure throat and breast.

Certhia Zeylonica. C. pilco riridi, dorso ferrugineo, abdorninefluvo, 
gula uropygioque uzureis. Lin. Syst. N at.

Ceylonese Creeper. Lath. syn.

Le Soui-mauga a gorge bleue. Viell. Certh. pL 29, 30.

F E M I N A ?

Certhia Philippine. C. ( rectricibus duabus intermediis longissimis,) 

corporc subgriseo vircscente, subtus alba-flaiescente. Lath, ind• 

orn. Lin. Gmel.

Philippine Creeper. Lath. syn.

L ength about four inches: colour on the upper 

parts brown: throat and breast fine violet-blue:



belly and vent yellow : bill black ; legs brown. In 
the specimen described by Linnteus the crown of 
the head was green. Native of the Philippine isles. 
The female is olive-brown above, and dull yellow 
beneath, without any appearance of blue on the 
throat, and is according to Monsieur Viellot, the 
Certhia Philippina of the Gmelinian edition of the 
Systema Naturae of Linnaeus, and the Philippine 
Creeper of Latham ; and though described as 
having the two middle tail-feathers elongated, 
Mr. V. appears to think that a mistake must have 
been made in that particular.

2 0 4  BROWN AND W H I T E  CR E E P E R .

B R O W N  A ND W H I T E  C R E E P E R .

Certhia dubia. Certhia fu tca , pileo humerisquc viridibut, abdomine 
albo. ,

Brown C reeper, with green crown and shoulders, aud white ab

dom en.

Ceylonese C reeper, var. A. Lath. syn.

L e Soui-inanpa brun e t b lanc. Viett. Ccrth. pi. 81.

L e n g t h  rather more than four inches: crown of 
the head, to some little distance below the eyes, 
and beginning of the throat, green, as are also the 
smaller wing-coverts: neck, back, and wings brown : 
rump purplish: tail black: under parts, from the 
neck, white: under part of the tail pale ash-colour: 
bill dusky, with the base of the lower mandible 
whitish: legs dusky. This bird is ranked by Dr. 
Latham as a variety of the Ceylonese Creepir, to





which Monsieur Viellot cannot consider it as at all 
allied; hut regards it as the young of some widely 
different species. The sj>ecimen is in the British 
Museum.

SENEGAL C R E E P E R .  2 0 5

S E N E G A L  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Sencgalensis. C. nigro-viohicea, alis cavdaque fu s c is ,  ver- 
Ike gulaque viridi-aureS , pectore coccineo viridi-aureo undulato. 

Violet-black C reep er, with brow n wings and tail, gold-green
crown and throat, and scarlet breast with goid>greeu un

dulations. i
Certhia Senegaletisis. C. nigricans, gutture vindi-m tente, pectore 

purpures. Lin. Syst. N a t.

Senegal Creeper. Mus. Lev. No. 3. Lath. syn.
Le Soui-manga violet a  poitrinc rouge. V'itU. Certh. pi. S.

T his species I have myself long ago described 
in the work entitled Museum Leverianum. It is 
highly distinguished by the splendour and variety 
of its colours, and measures nearly five inches in 
length. The back of the neck, upper part of the 
sides, and lower part of the abdomen are of a deep 
velvet-black: the wings%and tail brow#, with a 
slight ferruginous cas t: the tipper part of the head 
bright gold-green : the throat the same, but on the 
part immediately beneath the lower mandible 
somewhat more obscdre than on the sides:*at  

each corner of the beak is an oblong black spot: 
the breast and upper part of the botly of the most 
vivid crimson, transverSly undulated with numerous 

bludsli-green streaks; this appearance is owing to
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the feathers being widely tipped with crimson, 
while the middle is blueish green-gold, and the 
base nearly black: the beak is moderately curved, 
and of a black colour, as are also the legs. Na
tive of Senegal.

The bird figured at plate 9, of the superb work 
of Monsieur Viellot, under the title of Soui-manga 
raye, seems to be the female of this species, and 
differs from the male in being of a ferruginous 
brown colour, with the breast and belly varied by 
transverse yellowish white undulations, each feather 
being tipped with that colour.

RE D -B R E A ST E D  C R E E P E R .

Certhia sperata. G. tub/crruginea, vcrtice humeriique viridi-aureis, 
gula vropygioque riolaceii,  pcctorc abiominequc rubris, 

Subferruginous Creeper, w ith gold-green crown and shoulders, 

violet throat and rump, and red breast and belly.

Certhia sperata. purpurea, subtus coccinea, cupite gula uropy- 
gioque violaccis. Lin. Syst. Nat.

Le Soui-manga marron-pourpr£ a poitrine rouge. Buff. oil.

PI. Enl. 2 4 0 ./ .  1. 2.
Red-breasted Creeper. Lath. tyn.
Le Soui-manga a gorge violettc. Viell. Certh. pi. 32.

Le Soui-manga a ceinture marron. Viell. Ccrth.pl. 16.
Certhia aurantin. ? Lath. ind. om.
Ownge -breasted Creeper. ? Lath. syn.

' A ■■ , * * '. •  ̂•
L e n g t h  about four inches: crown of the head 

and smaller wing-coverts green-gold : throat gild
ed violet: neck, and upper part of the back ferru



ginous: throat and rump glossy violet: breast and 
belly red, paler as it descends; wings brown; tail 
blackish brown: bill and legs black. This species 
appears to vary considerably in the cast of its co
lours, the breast in some specimens being purplish 
red, and the belly yellow. The female is said to 
be olive-green above, and olive yellow beneath, and 
has the two exterior tail-feathers on each side tip
ped with grey. Native of the Philippine isles. 
The Orange-breasted. Creeper of Dr. Latham can 
surely be no other than a variety of this species.

LITTLE BROWN A N D  W H ITE CREEPER. 2 0 7

V A R .?  v

LITTLE BROWN A N D  W H I T E  C R E E P E R .

Certhia pusilla. C. cupreo-fusca subtus alba, cauda mgricautc, 

suptrcitiis apicibusquc rcctricum exteriorum albis.
Copper-brown C reeper, white beneath , with blackish t a i l ; tlie 

eyebrows and tips o f  th e  o u ter tail-feathers white.

Certhia pusilla. C. grisea subtus alba, supcrciliis candidis, rectri- 
cibus fuscis apice albis. Lin. Syst. N a t.

R ed-breasted  C reep er. Var. A. Lath. syn.

L e n g t h  three inches and a half: colour above 
copper-brown, beneath white: above each eye a 
white streak, and from the bill to each eye a dark 
one: the exterior tail-feather on each side slightly 
tipped with white: bill and legs brown. Native of 
the East Indies ? This by Dr. Latham is consider
ed as a variety of the Red-Breasted Creeper.
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V I O L S T - T H R O A T E D  C R E E P E R .
* • 

C e rth ia  aifinu. C. purpvreo-cattanea, frontc humeri* vropygioqvt 
i iridi-aureis, gula violacea, pectore abdondneque rubrit. 

Purple-chesnut Creeper, with green-gold forehead, shoulders and 

rump, violet throat, and red breast and belly.
Le Soui-manga a gorge violette. Viell. Certh. PI. 32.

L e n g t h  near f o u r  inches: forehead, smaller wing- 
coverts, and rump green-gold: threat bright v i o l e t :  

breast and belly bright red: thighs and vent yellow: 
back part of head and upper part of back purplish 
chcsnut: wings and tail olive-brown. Native of 
the Philippine isles. In reality, this species seems 
to be no other than the Certhia aperata.

V I O L E T  CR E E P E R .

Certhia Madagas<'aiiensis. C. aurco-oltzacca, remigibus caudaque 

fu scu , pectore caruleu ferrugmeo futcoque ftu ew to , abdomine 

JUtvescente. w ,
Gold-olive Creeper, with brown wiugs and tail, breast barred with 

blue ferruginous and brown, and yellowish belly.
Certbia Madagaaeariensis. C. oltvaceo-viridis nitens, pectore futeo  

ctrruleo catlaneoque fatciato, abdonunr fimetcente, humtns macula 
fu h a . Lath. ind. orn. * •

Certhia Madugasrarieu&is violacea. Britt, orn.
Le Soui m anga. Buff. oil. «*•'■* 0

Violet Creeper. Lath. tyn. 9

Le Soui-manga. Viell. Certh.pl. 18.

L e n g t h  about four inches: head, neck, begin
ning of the back, smaller wing-coverts, and upper



part of the breast green-efold, with a changeable 
glo9§ of violet, especially on the breast: across the 
lower part of the breast a reddish-chesnut bar, 
aftd immediately beneath that a brown one: belly 
pale yellow: wings and tail brown: beneath the 
wings a yellow tuft. Native of Madagascar. The 
female is said to be somewhat smaller than the 
male, of an olive-brown above, and olive-yellotf 
beneath. Monsieur Montbeillard, irt Buffon’S Or
nithology, mentions a variety of this species, in 
which the throat,*neck, and breast' are steel-blue, 
with green reflexions, and in which the bands are 
four in number, viz. the lowest violet-black, the 
next marroon, the third brown, and the fourth 
yellow. In the Gmtlinian edition of .the Syst£ma 
Naturae it is considered as a distinct species, under 
the name of Certhia l\Ianillensis. It may be added, 
iliut the Violet Creeper seems so nearly allied to the 
Certhia chalybea or Collared Creeper, as to leave a 
doubt whether it’ may not belong to the same 
species, » * # *

VIOLET C R E E P E R .  2 0 9



B E A U T I F U L  CRE EP ER .

C erthia pulchella. C. viridi-aurea, jiectore aurantio-rvbro, remi- 
gibus caudaque fu sc is, rectricibus duabus mediis elongatis. 

Green-gold Creeper, with orange-red breast, and brown wings 

and tail, with the two middle tail-feathers elongated.

C erthia pulchella. C. rectricibus ^duabus intermediis longissimis, 
corpore riridi-ititcnle, pectore rubro. L in . Syst. N u t.

Le Soui-manga vert dore changcant a  longue qfleue. Buff. oil.

P I. Enl. G 7 0 . / . J .  «
Le petit Soui-manga a longue queue. Viell. Ctrth. p i. 40. 

Beautiful Creeper. Lath. syn.

0
A n  elegant species: length about seveji inches 

ana a quarter: colour green-gold, glossed with 
copper; but the breqpt orange-red: the wings 
brown, and the tail, which is strongly cunciform, 
blackish brown, edgpd with gold-green; the t^o 
middle feathers greatly surpassing the lengtl^ of 
the rest. Native of Senegal.
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Cerlhia violacea. C. ameo-riridi-violacra, pectore abdomineque 

aurantiit, rcmigibiis caudaqne Juscis\ rectricibui duabus niediit 
elongatit.

Violet Creeper with grcqp-gold gloss, orange breast and belly, 

brown quill and tail-feathers, the two middle o f the latter 

elongated. _ ■'£

Certhia violacea. C. rcclricibus duabus lungissimis, corpore vio- 
lacto nitentc, pectorc abdomineque lutcis. Lin. Syst. Nat. l.ath. 
ind. orn. »

Certhia crocata. C. oliracco-fusca, capift aureoriridi, gula rio- 

luceo-c/iuh/beii, pectore abdomineque croceis, rectriabus duabus 
intcrmediimelongatis. I iv a r .  Nat. Vol. 6 .

Le Soui-nianga a longue queue et a chaperon violet. Buff. oit.

PI. Enl. 670. f .  2.
I-e Soui-manga a capuchon violet. Viell. Certh. p i. 3 9 .

Violet-headed Creejwr. Lath. tyn. ,

I n all respects, except in size, which is some
what smaller, this species is extremely allied to the 
immediately preceding. Its length is rather more 
than six inches: the head, neck, upper part of the 
back, scapulars, and smaller ^viag-coverts pre 
"bright viglet, appearing glossed with gold-gre*n 
in particular lights; except in front of the neck, 
which appears of a deep glossy blue: lower part 
of the b9ck, rump, winjjs, upper tail-covert*, and 
tyil olive-brown: breast, belly, and under tail- 
coverts bright orange, paler near the vent: tS.il • 
even, but the two middle feathers far longer than

• the rest. Native of the Cape of Good Hope, re
siding in wood£> and said to build a nest of peculiar

V I O L E T - I I E A D H D  C R E E P E R . *



elegance. In a specimen of this bird in the Leve- 
rian Museum, and figured in the sixth volume of 
the Naturalist’s Miscellany, the head was deep 
but bright gold-green, without an}' violet-colout, 
but across the upper part of the breast was a deep 
stee^-blue or violet bar. I have in that work de
scribed it under the title of Certhia crocata or 
Saffron Creeper. I must add thjft though this species 
is generally described as somewhat smaller than 
the preceding, yet Monsr. Viellot’s figure repre
sente it as larger. In reality it may be doubted 
whether the Certhia pylchella and violacea be 
truly distinct.

2 1 2  S H I N I N G  C R E E P E R .

SHINING C R E E P E R .• *
*  *

Ceilliia famosa. C. cupreo-viridis, Ion's nigris, alls caudaijuc 

uigricantibiu, rectricibus duabus mediis longissimis.

C opper-green  C reep er, with black lores, blackish wings and tail, 
w ith th e  two m iddle tail-feathers greatly elongated.

C erth ia  famosa. C. rectricibus duabus intamediis longissimis, 
corpore viridi-nitente, axilUs luteis, loris nigris. Lin. Syst. N a t. 

C cttliia  forinosa. •  Virar. N a t. vol. 1.

L# grand Soui-manga vert a  longue queue. Buff. ois. PI. E n lf 
83. f .  1. VieU .C ertk.pl. 37.

Fam ous C reep e r. Lath. syn.

Cinereous Creeper. Lath. syn. perhaps a var. of fenjale.

T his exceeds most of the African Creepers y ^  
kflown in point of size, measuring from nine to ten 
inched in total length: its colour on all parts, ex
cept the wings and tail, is a deep gold-green, with 
a stroug gloss of reddish copper-colour on the back





and coverts: the wings and tail are violet-black; 
but the two middle-feathers of the latter are strongly 
edged,with green, and greatly exceed the length 
of the rest: under the wings is a tuft of yellow fea
thers: the bill and legs are black, and on each side 
the head, from the base of the bill to the eye, is a 
black streak. The female is smaller than the male, 
and is oli^e-brown above, and yellow-grey beneath, 
with all the tail-feathers of equal length. Native of 
the Cape of Good Hope. It is suspected that the 
usually received Linnaean name of this species-has 
originated from a typographical error in the Sys- 
tema Natura, and that instead of Jamosa it should 
have been formosa. » •

Y E L L O W - B E L L I E D  C R E E P E R .  213

Y E L L O W - B E L L I E D  C R E E P E R .  #

Certhia lepida. C. violaceo-nitens, subtus Jlava, sincipite v ind i, 
laleribus colli ttriga Ifmgiiwhnah r r im m tr  altrraquc violacea, 

gula rvbro-fusca.- Lath. ind. ora.

Glossy-violet Creeper, yellow beneath, with green forehead, 
with a tangitudinal greenish band accompanied by a violaceous 
one on each side the neck, and ferruginous thrdht.

Certhia Icpida. Mus. Carls, fa sc. 2. t. 3 ^
Le Grimpereau de Malacca. Son. ind. 2. pi. 116 . f .  1. 

l  ellow-bellied Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl.

Somewhat larger than a Canary-Bird: ' bill 
black: irides red: thighs yellow: legs brown. 
Described from Sonnerat. *

* * & * 

$  :

*



AS H - B E L L I E D  CREEPER.

C^prthia verticalis. C. viridi-olivacea, subtus cincrascens, vertice 

viridi, remigibus ca.ud.aqut fuscis. Lath. ind. orn.

Olive-green Creeper, pale cinereous beneath, with green crown, 

and brown wing and tail-feathers.

Ash-bellied Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. t

L e n g t h  five inches and a half: bill black: quill 
and tail-feathers brown, edged with green: legs 
black. Native of Africa. Described from a spe
cimen in the British Museum.

S N U F F - C O L O U R E D  C R E E P E R .

Cerlhlh tabacinn. C. tabacinn, subtus viridis, cauda vindi-nigri- 

cante, rectricibus duabus long&simis.
Snuff-coloured Cree|*er, green beneath, with blackish-green tail 

with the two middle feathers much elongated.
Certhia tabacina. C. rectricibu duabus intermediis longissimis, 

carport supra capitc mtlloquc tabacino, subtus viridi, rectricibus 

viridi-nigricttntibus. Lath. ind. ora.

Snuff-coloured Creeper. Lath. st/n. suppl.

L e n g t h  eight inches and a half: bill an inch 
and quarter, not much bent, and of a ^bl^ckish 
brown colour: under wing-coverts yellow: two 
middle tail-feath£rs,double the length of the rest. 
This species se«ns considerably allied to the Cer
thia i'amosa. *



.  IN DIGO  CREEPER.
•

Certhia Parietum. C. cyanca subtus rufa, tuperciliis gulaqut 
albis, sub oatlis ad nucham linA  nigra. Lath. ind. om.

Hlue Cree|>er, rufous beneath, with white brows and throat, and 

black stripe beueath 'lie eye# to the nape.
Ind igo£reeper. Lath. tyn. suppl.

Lc Kossiguol de Muraille des hides. Sinn. ind. 2. p. COB.
• •

S i z e  of a Fig-Eater: bill Mack: upper parts* 
pale indigo-blue; under parts rufous. Described 
from Sonnerat. < Native of India.  ̂ «

TiLACK-TAILED CREEPER.

t  f  .  * 
Certhia melanura. C. capite dortoque violaceis, pectorr abdumi» 

nequc virescentibvs, alis fuscis, cauda nigra subbi/ida, tibiis digu  

tisqne atris. Lath. ind. orn. „
Creeper with violet head and back, greenish breast and beUyf 

brown wmgs, and black slightly forked tail.

Black-tailed Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl.

Certhia melanura. Sparm. Mus. Carls, t. S.

0 9
D e s c r i b e d  from Sparmann’s Museum Carlsoni- 

anum. Length seven inches: bill and legs black: 
wing-coverts brown, edged with olive. Native of 
the Cape of Good Hope.



BARRED-TAIL CREEPER. •
•

Ccriiiia txniata. C. grisea, subtus ryfcsccns, cauda cuneata fascia 

apicali nigra.

Grey Creeper, rufesccnt beneath, with cuncated tail marked by 

a black bar a t the tip.

Certhia grisea. C. cinerco-grisca, subtus rufcscens, cauda cunei- 
formi, rcbtricihus duabus intermcdiis fuscis, latcralibus g r is ts , 

omnibus ad apicem fuscia nigra. Lath, ind.'orn. 

i  Grim ptreau gris de la Chine. Sonn.ind, 3. pi. 11 "].f. 3. 

Barred-tail Creeper. Lath. tyn. suppl.

* D e s c r i b e t ) 4 ) \  Sonnerat. Siz# of a  Titmouse: 
bill yellow: colour cinereous grey, beneath pale 
rufous: tail cuneated and composed of ten feathers, 
all o f which, except the two middle ones, a r e  

market^ at the tip by a black bar. Native of 
China.

C R I M S O N - B f c L L l t U  CKi i l s F tR .

Certhia coccinigastra. C. viridi-aurea. pectore purpurco-amc- 
thystino coccineo vario, abinmme nigra, fm ctculo su^axitluri tfuvo. 

Lath. ind. orn. suppl. 2.

Greeu-gold Creej»er, with purple-amethystine breast varied with 

red, black abdomen, and yellow subaxillary tuft. 

Crimson-bellied Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.
Certhia polita ? C. nigricans, pector* capite corporeqve supra vires- 

centi parumque purpurco-inetallina, macula subaxillanjlaxa. Lath, 

ind. orn. Spann. Mus. Carls. 3 , t. 5Q*

L ength five inches and a half :* head, neck and 

breast bright amethystine purple: on the breast a 

m ixed or broken red bar: upper parts bright
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green-gold: wing and tail-feathers greenish black,
* but the exterior feathers on each side fringed « 

externally with green-gold: beneath each wing a
* yellow tuft, as in many others of the genus. Na

tive of Africa. The Certhia polita of the Museum 
Carlsonia'num is probably the same, differing 
slfghtly in the cast of its colours.

* . v  * *,
G A R T E R E D  C R E E P E R .

Certhia arinillata. C. viridis, alis complkatis supra nigris, subtus 
lutcis, humcris femorum amrillis, maculisque aliquut uropi/gii 

sapphirinis. Lath. ind. om. Sparm. Alus. Carls. 3. t. 36.

Green Creeper, with the wings, when closed, black above and 

vellow beneath; th i  shoulders,'gartersof the thighs, and a few 

spots on the rump sapphire-blue.

L e n g t h  five inches: native of Surinam.

C Y A N E A N  CREEPER.

Certhia eyanca. C. cyanva, rertice bcrylHno, alis caudaque nigris,

tectricibus inferioribusflavis. . •  /: 4
Deep-blue Creeper, with beryl-coloured crown, black wings and 

tail, and yellow under-coverts.
Certhia cyanea. C. cctrulta, fascia oculari humeris alis caudaque 

nigris, pedibus rubris. Lin. Syst. N a t.

Le Guit-guit noir et bleu. Buff. ois. PI. Uni. 8 3 . / .  2.
Black and blue Creeper. Edw.pl. 114. Lath. tyn.

Le Gnit-guit. Viell. Certh. pi. 4 1 .4 2 .4 3 . »

Yellow-cheeked Creeper. Penn. gen. Lath. syn. Perhaps the 

young.
'Itj “pM? . * ' • I

T his elegant little bird measures about four 

inches and a quarter in length, and is described by

. y r  V- £ ’• i t / '



Edwards. “  The bill is pointed^ black, pretty 
. long, slender, sharp, and arched both upper and 

under side, which is a little shorter than the 
upper: the tongue is divided into threads at the ' 
end: the crown of the head is of a pale green 
colour: round the base of the upp^r part of 
the bill are black feathers, which pass in black 
lines on the sides of the head, in which black 
spaces Jhe eyes are placed: the sides of the 
head, hinder part of the neck, lower part of 
the back, rump, covert-feat hers of the tail, a bar 
across the upper part of the wing, and the whole 
under side of the bird, are of a very fine ultra- 
marine blue colour: it hath a broad black line 
across the lower part of the ndck behind, or the 
upper part of the back: the tail is black, as are 
the outer sides of the wings, except a blue bar 
that crosses each wing obliquely: the insides of 
the wings are of a beautiful yellow colour, except 
round the ridge and tips of the quills, which are 
dusky: the legs and feet are orange-coloured.” 
Native of South America, and particularly of 
►Brasil and Cayenne. The female is said to differ 
in having the insides of the wings yellowish grey ; 
and the young or unadvanced males are at first 
greenish above, except on the wings and tail, and 
beneath of a paler or yellower cast: they after
wards become varied or patched with black, blue, 
and‘ green, with a mixture of rufous on some 
parts.

2 1 8  C T A N E A N  C R E E P E R .
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Certhia cserulea. C. saturate cccruka, fascia oculari gula rrnu- 

gibus caudaquc nigris.
Deep-blue Creeper, with black eye-stripc, thrpat, wing-featkcr* 

autl tail.
Certhia caerulea,/atcia oculari gula rcmigihis rectricibusquc nigris.

L in . Syst. N a t.

Blue Creeper. E d a .p l. 21. •
Variete rie Guit-guit noir et bleu. Buff. uis.

Le Guit-guit noir et bleu. V itll. Ccrth. pi. 44. 45. 40.

Blue Creeper. Lath. syn. •

T u ts  is so nearly allied to the preceding, that 
Alonsr. Montbeillard, in Buffon’s Ornithology, . 
has considered it as a variety of that bird. It 
differs however not only in being of somewhat 
smaller size, but in the disposition and cast of its 
colours, and is undoubtedly a very distinct species. 
Its length is near four inches, and its colour a fine 
bright violet-blue, the head somewhat lighter than 
the other parts, but without the least appearance 
of the beautiful pea-green stripe so conspicuous 
on that of the preceding species: from the bill to 
the eye, on each side the head, is a velvet-black 
stripe, and a moderately broad streak of the same 
colour passes along the throat: the wings and tail 
are black; the latter rather short in proportion to 
the bird: the under coverts of the wings are pale

* yellow, and the insides of the quill-feathers of the
• same colour: the bill is black, and the legs red or 

orange-coloured, but sometimes black. The female,

CE RU L EA N  C R E E P E R .



according to Monsr. Viellot, is olive-brown above, 
with a white streak over each eye, and yellowish 
beneath, slightly tinged or undulated with rufous. 
The young bird is green above, and beneath lon
gitudinally streaked or ‘■mottled with green, yel
lowish brown, and dull white.

If the account given by Seba may be relied on, 
the nest of this species is constructed with great 
art and elegance; being formed like a retort, with 
a neck twelve inches in lefigth: it is composed of 
grass-stalks, &c. and lined with fine down, and is 
suspended to the extremity of a twig, at the end of 
a branch, with the opening downwards; the proper 
nest or cavity being at the upper part, by which 

.  contrivance this little bird, like many others which 
inhabit the hotter climates, is, in a great degree, 
‘secure from the attacks of serpents, monkies, &c. 
Monsr. Viellot is of opinion that the supposed 
species described by Dr. Latham under the title 
of Yellow-Cheeked Creeper is, in reality, no other 
than the young of the present species.

2 2 0  C E R U L E A N  C R E E P E R .
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Certhia currucaria. C. olivacea, subtui. grisescens, rrctricibut 
tr</ualibus,jugulo vitta lungitudinali violaceo. Lath. ind. orn. 

Olivaceous "Creeper, greyish beneath, with even tail, and lon

gitudinal violet throat-stflpc.

Certhia currucaria. C. oUrucca, subtus Jlavcsccns, rectricibu* 

tn/ualibus. Lin. Syst. N a t.

Le*Souiinanga a cravatte violette. V id l. Certh. pi. 15,

Grey Creeper. Lath. syn.

Certhia jugularis. subgrisea, subtus lutea, gula violucca, rcc* 

tncibus duabus extimis apiceJlavis. Lin. St/st. N at.

Le petit Grimpereau ties Philippines. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 576 .

/ .  3.
Le Soui-manga a cravate bleu. Viell. Certh. pi. 31.
Grey Creeper. Var. A. Lath. tyn .

D e s c r i b e d  by Brisson: length about five inches: 
colour grey-brown; yellowish-white beneath: from 
the lower mandible down the breast runs a deep 
and-glossy violet-coloured stripe, and the smaller 
wing-coverts are of similar colour: the tail is 
blackish, with a blue gloss on the sides of the fea
thers. Native of the Philippine isles. In a spe
cimen figured in the work of Monsr. Viellot the 
violet stripe is continued down the whole abdomen, 
and it is also observed, that under each wing, as 
in many of this genu£ is a tuft of yellow plumes. 
Monsr. Viellot, with great probability, considers 
this bird rather as the young of some other species 
than as constituting,a distinct species itself. He also 

j figures wliat seems to be a mere variety of the pre
ceding, though he himself is of a different opinion.

GREY CRE EP ER .

- g. * 
*  J |g



I t  is a trifle smaller, and, exclusive of the pectoral 
violet stripe and wing-coverts, has a tincture of 
the same colour on the top of the head and the 
rump.

2 2 2  C A R M E L I T E  CRE EPE R.

R E D - B R O W N  CREEPER.

C erth ia  rubro-fusca. C. cupreo-ferruginea, tcctricibus violaceis, 

rctnigibus caudoque fuscis.

C opper-ferrug inous C reeper, with violet w ing-coverts, and  brow n 

quill-feathcrs and  tail. .

L e  Soui-m anga rou g e-d o re . Viell. Certh. pi. TJ.

L e n g t h  about four inches: habit rather slender: 
colour of the head, neck, breast, and back dull 
gilded red: smaller wing-coverts bright violet: ab
domen black: wings and tail deep brown; the
latter slightly forked: bill and legs black. I n 
scribed by Viellot from a specimen in the Paris
Museum. Native region unknown.

C A R M E L I T E  C R E E P E R .

C . fuliginosa. C.fuscofuliginosa, frontc gula tectricibusque w'u- 

lactis.

Fuligiuous-brown C reeper, with v io jft fo rehead , th ro a t and co

verts.

Le Soui-m anga Carm elite. Vitll. Certh.pl. 20 .

L e n g th  about four inches aud a ha lf: forehead, 

throat, and rump fine violet-purple: betwpen the 

bill and eyes a black streak: whole remainder o f



the bird fine velvet-brown or carmclite-colour. The 
female wants the violet-coiour on the forehead. * 
Native of Malimba. * »

SPOTTED-BREASTED C R E E P E R . 2 2 3

SP OTTED-BREASTED C R E E P E R .

Certhia maculata. C.Jusca, subtus flavcscms gula violacea, pectart 

J'usco-mnculato.

Brown Creeper, beneath yellowish with yp le t throat, aud breast 

sjwtted with brown.

Le Soui-manga varie. Viell. C ertk.pl. 21.

L e n g t h  about four inches and three quarters: 
colour on the upper parts brown, mixed or shaded 
with grey and rufous: throat bright violet bor
dered with brown: remainder of the under parts 
yellow, dashed down the breast with longitudinal 
brown spots: bill aftd legs black. Native of 
Malimba, frequenting large forests, and often ap
proaching the habitations of the natives, being 
allured by the flowers of the Cytisus Cajan, com
monly called the Congo Pea, which is much cul
tivated by the Negroes.
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CINNAMON C R E E P E R .

"«l ) * * j- • * ,’ “i, '. V W ' -AjM

C erth ia  cinuamonca. C. cinnumoiica subtus alba, cauda subcuneata 
rectricibus acuniinatis.

Cinnam on C reeper white benea th , with subcuneated  tail with 

pointed  feathers .

C erth ia  ciunam om ea. C. cimiamomea subtus alba. Lath. ind. orn. 
Cinnamon C reeper. Lath. syn. suppl.
Le Cinnam on. Viell. rfrth .p l. 62 .

L e n g t h  about five inches: colour on the upper 
parts bright cinnamon,without any variegation,ex
cept that the tips of the quill-feathers are blackish: 
lores or spaces between the bill and eye black: 
whole under parts white: tail slightly cuneated, 
and all the feathers sh arp -p o in ti; bill black: 
legs brown. Native countrf uncertain. The spe
cimen from which the description is drawn up is 
preserved in the British Museum, and has been 
well figured in the work of Monsr. Viellot.  ̂ -

j l u n a t e d  Cr e e p e r .

C . lunata. C. supra ferruginea subtus alba, capitc nigro macula 
oculuri mubra lunulaqut occipitali alba. •

Ferruginous C reeper white beneath , with black head  m arked by  

a  red  eye-spot and a  white occipital crescent.

Le Fuscalbiu. Viell. Certh. pL 61.

D e s c r i b e d  and figured by myself for the work 
of Monsr. Viellot. Length rather more than five
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inches: back, wings, and tail cinnamon-brown: 
whole under parts of the bird, from the bill,'white: 
upper part of the head and back of the neck black, 
marked on the hindhead by a white crescent, the 
tips of which almost reach the eyes, being sepa
rated only by a bright-red spot behind each eye: 
b ill  black; legs brown. Native of New Holland.

NEW HO LL AN D CREEPER.

Certhia Novae Hollandite. C. nigra subtus albo-striata, superciliis 
macular/uc nurium albis, remigibus rectricibusque fta vo  marginalia.

IMth. mil. orn.

Black Creeper, striped beneath with w hite; with white brows 
and ear-spot, and yellow-edged quill am f tail-feathers.

New Holland Creeper. White's Juurn. p . 18S. pi. 16 and 6 5 . 
I.H eoro-taire noir. ? Viell. Certh. pi. 7 1, female.

L ’Heoro-taire tachete. Viell. Certh. pi. 57. male.

D e sc r ib e d  in White’s Journal of a Voyage to 
New South Wales. Length about seven inches: 
general colour dusky, spotted in various parts with 

liite: neck, breast, belly, and sides more or less 
marked with longitudinal streaks of white; or, in 
other words, these parts are whitish, streaked with 
longitudinal blackish spots: over each eye a whits 
streak, and on each side the neck and the begin
ning o f the back are also some streaks of the same 
colour : remainder o f the upper parts, and tail deep 
brown, but the quill-feathers edged with bright 
yellow, forming a large patch o f  that colour on 

each w ing: tail-feathers, exccpt the two middle 

v .  v i i i .  p. i. 15



ones, edged with yellow, and slightly tipped with 
white. • In Monsr. Viellot’s figure of this species 
the whole upper parts are deep brown; the wings 
and tail marked as before described, and the whole 
under parts white, spotted longitudinally with 
"brown: over each eye a white streak: bill black; 
logs brown. The supposed female is described 
and figured in Mr. White’s Voyage, and differs 
from the male in being somewhat less vivid; in 
having the breast and belly black, with white 
streaks, and in wanting the white superciliary 
streaks: the bill and legs rather longer and stouter 
than in the male. Native of New Holland.

2 2 6  A U S T R A L A S I A N  C R E E P E R .

A U S T R A L A S I A S  CR E E P E R .

Certhia Australasian!. C. nigricans iu U us superciliis tvnutaque 

vtrinquc suprahumeraU albis, remigibus caudaque Jlavo tnargi- 

imtis.

Blackish Creejter, with the brows, under parts, and crescent on 

each side above the shoulders white, and the quill and tail- 
feathers edged with yellow.

L’Heoro-taire noir et blanc. Viell. Certh. pi. 55.

M u c h  allied to the immediately preceding, but 
somewhat smaller, measuring near six inches in 
length. Colour above deep-brown; beneath white, 
except on the lower part of the abdomen, which is 
dusky: throat and breast marked by slight longi
tudinal specks or shaft-streaks: over each eye a 
whitish streak: wings and tail marked as in the 
former species; bill black; legs brown. Perhaps 
m. young of the former bird.



2 2 7

I P * '

Certhia Pacifica. C. nigra, ulula uropygio crisso femoribusque 
JUtvis, rostro longitsimo.

Black Creeper, with yellow aliilet, rump, vent, and thighs, ami 
very long bill.

Certhia [Kicitica. C. rastro longitsimo incurcato, corpore atro, 
kumerit uropygio crissofemorib tuqueJiuvis. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Hoho. Viell. Certh. pi. 63.

Oreat Hook-billed Creeper. Lath. tyn.

A l a r g e  species: leqgth a b o u t  eight inches: 
colour deep black, with the rump, lower part 
o f  the belly, and thighs bright yellow: alulet or 
spurious wing yellowish white: quill-leathers edged 
with grey: under coverts mixed yellow and white: 
bill brownish black, very stout, long, and greatly 
curved: legs black. Native of Owhyhee and 
other South-Sea islands.

GRE AT  H O O K - B I L L E D ' C R E E P E R .

H O O K - B I L L E D  G R E E N  C R E E P E R .

Certhia obscura. C. olivaceo-viridis subtus tubjlirvescait, rostro 
longitsimo, lorit f  uscis.

Olive-green Creeper, subflavcscent beneath, with very long bill 

and dusky lores.

Certhia obscura. C. fusco-virens rostro longitsimo incunato, 
maiuubula in/eriore breviore, lorn Juscis. Lath. ind. orn, 

LWkaie-aroa. Viell. Certh. pi. 53.

Hook-billed green Creeper. Lath. tyn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Latham. “ Length seven 
inches; bill an inch and three quarters long, and

V-
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bent quite in the shape of a semicircle: the under 
mandible shortest by a quarter of an inch: colour 
of both brownish Wack: the nostrils covered by a 
membrane: between the bill and eye is a streak of 
brown: the plumage in general is olive-green, 
palest beneath, and somewhat inclined to yellow: 
quills and tail dusky; the last even at the end, and 
edged with yellow green: legs dusky brown; the 
feathers just above the knee, or garter, white: the 
hind toe pretty long. Inhabits the Sandwich 
Islands in general, and is one of the birds whose 
plumage the natives make use of in constructing 
tlicir feathered garments; which having these 
olive-green feathers intermixed with the beautiful 
scarlet and yellow ones belonging to the next 
species, and yellow-tufted Bee-Eater, make some 
of the most beautiful coverings of those islanders.” 

The mention of the Yellow-Tufted Bee-Eater in 
this description induces me to remark that, per
haps that bird, as well as some others, might with 
equal propriety rank under the present genus as in 
that of Merops; and the circumstance of the 
yellow tuft under each wing should seem to imply 
a strong alliance to the genus Certhia, in which 
that appendage is so frequently observed.

-4
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H O O K - B I L L E D  RED C R E E P E R .

• % " ‘ '■* ,<
C crth ia vestiaria. C. coccinea, alis caudaquc mgris alula alba, 

rostro pallida.

Scarlet C reeper, with black wings and tail, white alulet, and pale 

bill.

C erth ia  vestiaria. C. rottro longiore incurro, corpore coccineo, 
alis caudaquc nigrit, tcctricibus alarum macula alba. Lath. ind. 
orn.

C erth ia coccinca. C. coccinea, alis caudaquc nigris. Lin. Gmtl. 
H ook-billed red  Creeper. Lath. syn.
L ’H eoro-taire . V icll.C crth .p l. 32.

T he Hook-billed Red Creeper is a native of the 
Sandwich Islands, and is much valued by the 
natives on account of its plumage, which affords a 
principal article in the red feathered mantles worn 
by the chiefs and persons of distinction. Its size 
is equal to that of a Sparrow, and its general 
length about six inches: the whole bird is bright, 
but not very deep scarlet, the wings and tail ex
cepted, which are black: the smaller wing-coverts 
are however scarlet, and the greater are tipped 
with white.: the tail-feathers are slightly pointed 
at the extremities,: the bill is moderately stout, 
rather long in proportion to the bird, very con
siderably curved, and of a pale yellow colour, as 
are likewise the legs.
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3ICKLE-BILLF.D CREEPER.

C erth ia  falcata. C. rostro longissimo tncurvato, corpore viridi, 
subtus caudaque violaceis, tcctricibus alarum niajoribus rcmigibut 

abdotninejuepallide fuscis. Lath. ind. om.

G reen  C reeper, w ith very Jong incurved bill, violaceous breast 

and  tail, and  pale-brow n wings.

Sickle-billed C reeper. Lath. syn.

Thus described by Dr. Latham, from a spe
cimen in the British Museum. “ Length five 
inches and a half: bill an inch and three quarters 
in length, curved like a sickle, and of a dusky 
Colour: the upper parts of the head, neck, and 
body are green: on the head a gloss of violet : 
beneath, as far as the breast, violet: tail of this 
last colour: the great coverts and quills are pale 
brown: belly and vent pale'brown : legs the same: 
claws black.” Native region unknown.



C R I M S O N  C R E E P E R .

Certhia sanguinea. C. phocnicca, remigibus caudaquc nigris, crittt 
alba, rottro rcctiusculu.

Deep-crimson Creeper, with black wing and tail-feathers, white 
vent, and straitish bill.

Certhia sanguinca. C. saturate coccinea, abdomine obscuro, criisg 

albo, temigibut secundariis custanco marginatis, pi 'moribus rcc- 

tricibusque nigris. Lath, ind. orn.
Crimson Creeper. Lath. syn.

L’Heoro-taire crauioisi. P'icll. Certh.pl. 66.

T h e  length of“this species is about five inches 
and a half’; and its habit somewhat allied to that 

n*>f a Motacilla, the bill having but a very slight 
flexure: the colour of the bird is deep crimson, 
with the wings and tail black: the smaller wing- 
coverts are however crimson, the largar edged with 
dull red, and the quiHeathers with chesnut: the 
tail is rather short* and composed of slightly 
pointed feathers: the vent is whitish; the bill 
Wayk, and the legs brown, Monsr. Viellot has 
figured this species in his elegant work on the 
genus Certhia: the specimen from which his 
figure was taken appears to have had the whole of 
the abdomen of the same deep crimson with the 
other parts; in the Leverian specimen it was of a 
dusky or brownish cast. Native of the Sandwich 
Isles.
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Certhia sanguinolenta. C. coccineo-sanguinea, dorso maculis dif- 
formibus nigris, subtus cinerea, gulajuguluque albis, L a ti. ind. 

orn. suppl.

Blood-red Creeper, marked above by irregular black spot.', 

beneath cinereous with white chin and throat.
Sanguineous Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

D e s c r i b e d  by Dr. Latham from a drawing: 
colour above bright red, somewhat irregularly 
varied with differently:sized blpck spots: shoul
ders, quill-feathers, and tail black, the quill-feathers 
edged with white: under parts whitish brown: 
bill black, and rather short for a bird of this genus: 
logs brown. N a t  ive of N e w  Holland.

SANGUINEOUS C R E E P E R .

o l i v k - g r e e n  c r e e p e r .

Certhia virens. C. olixncco-riridis, svbtus Jiavescens, loris suh- 
nigris, remigibus caudaqueJiavo marginntis apice fuscis. * 

Olive-green Creeper, yellowish beueath, with blackish lores, and 

yellow-edged quill and tail-feathers with black tips.

Certhia vireus. C. oliraceo-viridis, loris nigricantibus, remigibus 
caudaqueJiaxu marginntis. Lath. ind. om.

Olive-green Creeper. lM th. syn.
Le Vert-olive. V itll. Certh. pi. 67. •

A n  e l e g a n t  s p e c i e s : l e n g t h  a b o u t  f i v e  i n c h e s  

a n d  a  h a l f : c o l o u r ,  o n  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t s ,  f i n e  o l i v e -  

g r e e n ,  e x c e p t  t h e  t i p s  o f  t h e  w i n g s ’ a n d  t a i l ,  w h i c h

i n c l i n e  t o  b r o w n ;  t h e  l a t t e r  s l i g h t l y  f o r k e d  a t  t h e
%■» iM p ^

%



tip: cheeks and under parts yellow, slightly shaded 
with olive-green: throat and vent olive-green: 
quill and tail-feathers edged with pale yellow: lores, 
or spaces between the bill and eyes blackish: bill 
and legs yellowish brown. Native of the Sand
wich islands: supposed by some to be the female 
of the Crimson Creeper; but Monsr. Viellot as
sures us that this is a mistaken notion; the female 
of the present species being olive-grey above, and 
grey beneath: the bill and legs of the same colour: 
tail short in proportion to the bird.

WATTLED C R E E P E R .  2 3 3

WATTLED c K E E P E R .

Certhia carunculata. C. olivacea, subtus tnargiuibusque rtmigum 
rectricumqueflavcsccntibus, rustro tmni palraribus dwtbus rubris. 

Olive Creeper, yellowish beneath; the edges o f  the quill aud tail- 

feathers yellowish, and two red wattles at the base of the 

bill.
Certhia  carunculata. C. oltvucro-fusca, subtus flavesccntt-cincrca, 

gulaJ'ulva, ad basin maxilla: inferioris caruncula carnusa Jlaxa. 
Lath. md. urn.

Wattled Creeper. Lath. syn.
Le Foulchaio. VieU. Ccrth. p i. 69- 70.

L e n g t h  between seven a n d  e i g h t  inches: habit 
r a t h e r  s t o u t :  colour olive-brown above, the wings 
a n d  tail deeper, the feathers edged* with olive- 
yellow: under parts deep yellow, with a cast of 
olive-brown on the throat and breast: bill brown, 
rather stout, and slightly b en t: on each side the 
base of the lower mandible a somewhat length
ened, orange-red, tylindric caruncle or wattle.



immediately above which, on each side the head, 
is a slight tuft of yellow plumes: legs rather slen
der, and flesh-coloured, or pale brown. The . 
fouiale differs in being of a pale orange-yellow, 
slightly tinned with brown, on the wings and tail, 
and is furnished with wattles like the male": the 
tongue is longer than the beak, and divided into 
four filaments at the tip. Native of the island of 
TOngataboo, where it is celebrated for the sweet- 
ness of its notes, aud may be considered, in the 
words of Monsr. Viellot, as the Coryphaeus of the 
deserts, enlivening the solitary woods with its 
melody, from the dawn of morning to the close of 
day.

£ 3 4  T I E D  C R E E P E R .

V to -
P I E D  C R E EP ER .

•

Ccrtbia varia. C. albo nigroque varia ,fa tcia  tupra injraquc-acuLtr i, 
tcctricumque duplici alba.

Black and white Creeper, with a white hand above and below the 

eyes, and a double one on the wing-coverts.

Black and white Creeper. Edxv. p i  300. f .  2.

Motacilla varia.? Af. albo nigroque maculuta, J  asciis alarm* 
duabus albis, cauda bifida. Lin. Sy tl. N a t.

White-polled Warbler. I'enn. Arct. '/tool. Lath. tyri.

Le Grimpereau vorie. Viell. Ccrth. pi. J4.

L e n g t h  about four inches a n d  a  half: colour 
black and white. The male is described by Ed
wards in the following manner. “ The bill, legs, 
and feet are black: from the corner of the mouth 
beneath the eye passes a broad black plat of 
feathers, which is surrounded by a white line
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V I E D  CREEPER. 2 3 3

passing beneath it and above it over the eye, above 
which is a black line: the crown of the head is white; 
the throat black: the neck, back, and rump are 
white, with large black spots down the middle of the 
fathers: the wing is black, having the tips of the 
two principal rows of covert-feathers white, which 
form bars across the wings: the quills next the 
back are edged with white: the inner covert- 
feathers of the wings are white; the quills ash- 
coloured, with the edges of their inner webs white: 
the under side, from the breast to the coverts be
neath the tail, is white, spotted on the breast and 
sides of the belly with black : the tail is black, the 
edges of the feathers grey: its underside is ash- 
coloured, and the inner webs of the outer feathers* » 
have white spots.

'Hie female, which is figured in the work of 
Monsr. Viellot, differs in being somewhat smaller, 
and in having the chin, lower part of the neck, and 
cheeks white, the breast obscurely dashed with 
small dusky spots, the back black, and the belly 
dusky, or deep ash-colour. The young are said 
to resemble the female.

This species is a native of North America, ar
riving in Pensylvania and the neighbouring states 
in spring, and quitting them in autumn, in order 
to pass the winter in Jamaica, St. Domingo, and 
others of the Antilles. It resides chiefly on tall 
trees, is of a solitary disposition, and has no other 
song than a weak cry, which it utters but rarely; 
its nest seems to be unknown.
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C erthia auriculata. C.futco-olivacra, marginibus pcntwrum flare* 
centihus, subtus f/ava, pennis auricularibus elongatis apiceftavis. 

O live-brow n C reeper with the margins o f  the feathers yellow; 

beneath  yellow, with lengthened ear-feathers tipped with 

yellow.

Le H coro-taire  a oreilles jauncs. Viell. Ccrth. pi. 85.

T h i s  is a large and handsome species, nearly 
equalling a Thrusli.in size, measuring about seven 
inches and a half in. length: crown of the head 
greenish yellow: throat bright yellow: from the 
corners of the mouth a black streak, passing 
through the eyes, widening beyond them, and 
terminating, at some distance behind the ears, in 
a lengthened bright yellow plume or t ip : back of 
the head and neck, with the smaller w ing-coverts 
and back, blackish-olive; larger wing-coverts and 
quill-feathers the same with yellow'ish edges: tail 
the same, slightly cuneated at the end, and slightly 
tipped with white: under parts of the throat olive- 
gre}r : bill black, shaped like that of a Thrush, and 
emarginated at the tip: tongue divided and ciliated 
at the tip. Native of New Holland, frequenting 
the region of Botany Bay.

TUFTED-EARED C R E E P E R .



WHITE-COLLARED C RE EP ER .

Certhia semitorquata. C.fcrruginea, alis caudaquc fu sch , gcnit 
lunulaijuc ptclorali albis.

Ferruginous Creeper, with brown wings and tail, and white checks 

and pectoral cresccnt.
Le Heoro-taire a collier bhuic. VietL C erth.pl. 56.

L e n g t h  f i v e  inches and a half: colour deep 
cinnamon or rufous brown, darkest outlie back: 
crown of the head, w i n g s ,  and tail dusky, the two 
exterior feathers white from the middle to the end: 
cheeks white: throat crossed by a white crescent 
pointing upwards: bill and legs black. Native of 
the Southern isles.

M O C K IN G  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Sannio. C. olivacea, alis caudaquc sub/urcata fuscis.

Olive Creeper with the wings aud slightly-forked tail brown. 
Certhia Sannio. C. viricU-olivucca, rubtus Jlaxtscuns, gcnit macula 

alba, cauda subforcipata. Lath. ind. urn.

Mocking Creeper. Lath. syn.
Le Neghobarra. Viell. Certh. pi. 64.

A l a r g e  species: length about eight inches 
and a half: colour olive; the wings and tail pur
plish brown, the latter slightly forked: bill black, 
rather small for the size of the b ird : legs lead- 
colour. Native of New Holland: said to have a 
fine note, and to imitate these of most other birds



in the manner of the American Mocking-Thrush: 
feeds on insects and the sweet juices of flowers: 
often seen with the forehead of a reddish or pur
plish hue, which is said to be occasioned by ha
bitually thrusting the bill into the tubes of flowers 
which have a red or purplish farina: the tongue in 
this species, as in many others, is penicilliform, or 
brush-shaped at the tip. The native name of the 
bird is said to be Neghobarra.

2 3 8  fiROWN* C R E E P E R .

BROWN CRE EPER.

C erth ia  fuse*. C.fusca marginibus pennanim subferrugineis, nb- 
tun alba fu&coquc transvci sim undulata.

Brown C reep er, with the edges o f  the  feathers subferruginous;

beneath  undulated  with brown and white.

C erth ia  fusca. C. fusca, collo lateribus albido vario, jugulo pec- 
toreqne albo-fasciatii. Latlt. md. oni.

Brown C reeper. Lath. syn.

L ’lle o ro -T a ire  b run . Viell. Certh. pi. 6.*?.

H a b i x  considerably similar to that of the Com
mon European Creeper, but the size considerably 
larger, measuring about seven inches in length: 
colour deepish brown above, the coverts and quill- 
feathers edged with pale ferruginous: sides of the 
head slightly streaked or mottled with * white: 
under parts white, transversely barred or streaked 
with brown: vent pale brown: bill rather slender, 
and dull yellow with blackish tip: legs brown: 
native of some of the South-Sea islands.



B L A C K - C H I N N E D  C R E EP ER .

Certhia Cocinsinica. C. viridis, subtus ccerulescens, gula viaris 

nigra flavo cincta,firmince cterulea.
Greeu Creeper, blueisli beneath, with the throat o f the male 

black edged with yellow, o f  the female blue.

Turdus Cochinsineusis. T. viridis, Inns gulaque nigris, sub gula 
lunula lata Jlava, ad basin rostri utrmque macula cterulea. Lath, 

inti. orn.
he  Verdin de la Corhinchinc. B u f. ois. PI. F.nl. 643. 
Black-chiuned Thrush. Lath. syn.

Le Verdin. Vicll. Certh. pi. 7 7 . 7 8 .
Turdus M alabaricusi Malabar Thrush? Lath.

r

L e n g t h  near six inches: colour a fine green, 
inclining to blue ob the under parts: throat black, 
bordered with a yellowish cast, and from the cor-

*

ners of the bill on each side springs a lilac-co
loured streak along the upper part of the black 
throat: the insides of the quill and tail-feathers 
are dusky: the smaller coverts blue: the bill and 
legs black: the tongue the length of the bill, and 
probably, in the living bird, extensile; ciliated at 
the tip, as in most of the Creepers, to which genus 
it more properly belongs than to that of Thrush, 
in which it is placed by modern ornithologists. 
Native of India. The female, according to Viellot, 
differs in being of a somewhat paler and bluer cast 
than the male, and in having the throat entirely 
blue, but edged with a tinge of yellow, as in the 
male.
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Certhia Spiza. C. viridis, corpore subtus, alis, caudaquc cyancu 

fin d  is, vertice gcnisque nigris.
Green Creeper, with the under parts, wings and tail tinged with 

blue, and black crown and cheeks.
Green black-capped Flycatcher. Ed-tr. pi. 25.

Blue-headed green Flycatcher. Edw. pi. 25.

Certhia Spiza. C. viridis, capitc rcmigibusque nigricantibus. Lin. 
St/st. N at.

Avu Americana altera. Scb. 2. t. 3 . / .  4.

G uit-guit vert et bleu a tete noire. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 578.

/ .  1. 2. ef 6 8 2 . / .  1. 2.
Black-headed Creeper. Lath. syn.

Le Guit-guit vert. VitU, Ccrth. pi. 47. 48. 4-9.

T o t a l  length s o m e w h a t  m o r e  than f i v e  inches ? 
crown o f  the h e a d  deep b l a c k ,  descending iq a  

pointed direction to some distance b e l o w  the eyes: 
remainder of t h e  bird, except on the wings and 
tail, which are deep brown, tine green, lighter or 
of a bright apple-green on the neck and back, and 
of a deep blueish green on the other parts: bill 
moderately strong, and of a y e l l o w  colour: leg* 
lead-colour: the edges of the feathers, both on the 
wings and tail, are green, giving a cast of that 
colour when the wings are closed.

Monsr. Viellot observes that the bird in the 
state above-described, which is by far the most 
general one, ought to be considered as the species, 
and that those in which the whole head is black 
should be considered as constituting a variety; 
instead of which, the generality of authors have

B L A C K - C A P P E D  CRE EFER.



described the black-headed kind, which seems to 
be unknown except from its figure in Seba, as the 
genuine species. It differs in having, as the name 
imports, the whole head of a black colour, the 
plumage of a fine deep green, with the breast, 
belly, and tail-coverts blue.

The female of the Black-Capped Creeper is the 
bird described by Edwards under the name of the 
All-Green Creeper: it is of a fair green colour, 
paler beneath, with the wings and tail brownish.

The young or unadvanced stage of the male 
bird differs in having the green slightly spotted or 
patched here and there with blueish plumes, 
while the forehead alone is black, and the wings 
and tail dusky with green edges, as in the full 
state of the plumage.

The Black-Capped Creeper is a South-Ame- 
ricaif species, and is principally found in Brasil.

VAR. ?

B L U E - H E A D E D  C R E E P E R .

This bird is described by Edwards, and differs 
from the rest in having the whole upper part of the 
head blue, the throat white, and the smaller wing- 
coverts blue. It is a native of Surinam and 
Bi asd.

j*. * * '%4.
BLUE-HEADED CR E E P E R .  2 4 1

v .  v j h .  t. i .
I
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Certhia Seniculus. C. olivucca subtus Jlava, vertice griseo, genii 
nigris.

Olive Creeper, yellow beneath, with grey crown, and black 

cheeks.

Le Guit-guit  a  tete grise. Viell. Certh. pi. 50.

S i z e  o f  the Black-Capped Creeper, or rather a  

trifle larger: colour olive above, bright yellow 
beneath: crown of the head grey: beginning of the 
forehead, and cheeks black, imbedding the eyes: 
bill brown : legs dull yellow. Native o f  Cayenne.

G R E Y - H E A D E D  C R E E P E R .

G R A C U L I N E  C R E E P E R .

Certhia graculina. C. olivacea subtus alba, tcrtice nigrofascia 
transvrrsa alba, orbitis nudis Jluvis.

Olive Creeper, white beneath, with black crown marked by a 
transverse white bar, and naked blue orbits.

Le Heoro-taire gracule. Vicll. Certh. pi. 87.

A l a r g e  species, measuring twelve or thirteen 
inches in length: colour above rufous brown, ex
cept on the crow n of the head, w hich is black: but 
from the corners of the mouth on each side pro
ceeds a naked yellow skin, surrounding the eyes, 
and from the upper part of this passes a narrow 
white bar across the top of the head, forming a 
crescent with the points towards the bill: the
whole under parts are white: the bill yellow at

v  .  •



G O R U C K  CREEPER. 2 4 3

the base, and black at the tip: the legs grey. 
Native of New Holland, where it is said to feed on 
bees and other insects; to have a sharp and often 
repeated cry, and to hop oh the ground in the 
manner of a Magpie. In another individual the 
throat and breast were lead-coloured, and the skin 
surrounding the eyes blue: perhaps a sexual dif
ference.

G O R U C K  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Goruck. C. olivacta pcnnis albo marginatis, alis fe rru • 

gineis, cauda apice alba.
Olive Creeper, with white-edged feathers, ferrugiuous wings, 

and tail tipped with white.
Le Go-ruck. Viell. Certh. p i. 8S.

S i z e  of aThrush: length twelve or thirteen inches: 
habit rather slender: colour dark olive, the fea
thers edged with white: wings rufous-brown, the 
secondary feathers having a violaceous cast: tail 
dark or blackish green, slightly tipped with white: 
bill black: tongue pencilled; legs greenish: from 
the bill across the eyes a reddish naked stripe. 
Native of New Holland, where it is said to be very 
common towards the sea coast, and to be of a 
restless and bold disposition, feeding on insects, 
honey, &c. often pursuing and putting to flight 
whole droves of Blue-Bellied Parrakeets.
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Certllia diluta. C. subfusc a subtus alba, cupitejlavcscente, prctorc 

caudaque subtus ccerulescentibus.
Brownish C reep er, w hite b enea th , w ith yellowish head , blueish 

breast, and tail blueisb*beneath.

L ’Heoro-taire bleu. Viell. Certk. pi. 83.

Certhia cacrulea. Crerulean Creeper? Lath, suppl. 2.

S i z e  o f  a Nightingale: length about five inches: 
colour on the crown of the head and whole upper 
parts pale brown: under parts white, but the 
cheeks tinged with yellow; the. breast with pale 
blue, and the under surface of the tail blue: bill 
black: tongue divided and pencilled at the tip: 
legs yellowish brown. Native of New Holland: 
described and figured by Mons. Viellot, from a 
drawing communicated by Mr. Franeillon.

BLCEISH-BREASTED CREEPER.

S P O T - E A R E D  CREEPER.

Certhia Xanthotis. C. griseu-fusca subtus alba, rcniigum marginc 
matulaque auriculari Jlavis.

Grey-brown Creeper, with the edges of the quill-feathers and 

spot at the ears yellow.
L'Heoro-Utire gris. Viell. Certh.pl. 84.

C erthia chrysotii. Yellow-eared Creeper. Lath, suppl. 2 .

S i z e  a trifle larger than that of the Blueish- 
Breasted Creeper : colour of the upper parts grey- 
brown; of the under white; behind each ear a



somewhat semilunar yellow spot, with a  s m a l l  

black speck between it and the e y e s : q u i l l  a n d  

tail-feathers edged with bl ight yellow : bill black, 
and moderately stout: tongue strongly pencilled 
a t  the tip: legs dusky. Native of New Holland. 
The female differs in wanting t h e  black s p e c k  on 
each side the head; in having t h e  breast of a  d u l l  

grey, and the wing and tail-feathers e d g e d  w i t h  

olive-green ; the latter tipped with whitish g r e y .  

Described by Monsr. Viellot from a drawing com
municated by Mr. Fraucillon.

MELLIVOROUS C R E E P E R .  2 4 5

MELLIVOROUS CRE EP ER .

«

Certhia mellivora. C. olivaceo-ferruginea subtus alba, genis fa s - 
ciaquc utruiquc colli dcscendentc nigris, remigibus margintJlavts- 

centibus.

Olivaceo-ferruginous Creeper, white beneath, with black cheeks 

and descending stripe on each side the neck, and yellowish- 

edged quill-feathers.
L’Heoro-taire roellivore. Viell. Certh. pi. 86.

Black-Eyed Creeper. Lath. syn. svppl. 2.
•

L e n g t h  a b o u t  s e v e n  i n c h e s :  c r o w n  o f  t h e  head 
a n d  whole u p p e r  p a r t s  r u f o u s  b r o w n ,  t h e  w i n g s  

a n d  t a i l  d a r k e r ,  and t h e  q u i l l - f e a t h e r s  s l i g h t l y  

edged w i t h  yellow : whole u n d e r  p a r t s  w h i t e  : o n  

e a c h  side t h e  h e a d  a n  o v a l  b l a c k  p a t c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  eyes; a n d  o n  e a c h  s i d e  t h e  n e c k  a  d e s c e n d i n g  

b l a c k  s t r i p e ,  c u r v i n g  a  l i t t l e  f o r w a r d s  a c r o s s  t h e  

l o w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n e c k ,  b u t  n o t  m e e t i n g  i n  f r o n t : 

b i l l  b l a c k  a n d  s l e n d e r :  t o n g u e  p e n c i l l e d  a t  t h e  t i p :
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legs yellowish. Native of New Holland: com
municated to Monsr. Viellot by Mr. Francillon.

S T R A I T - B I L L E D  C R E E P E R .

C erth ia  rectirostris. C. aureo-viridis, subtus flavcscens, remigibus 

caudaque fuscis, pectore rubcnte f  

G old-g reen  C reeper, yellowish benea th , with brown quill-feathers 

and tail, and redd ish  ? breast.

Le Soui-m anga a bee d ro it. Viell. Certh. pi. 75.

L e n g t h  about three inches and a half: habit 
similar to that of the Collared Creeper, but the 
bill nearly strait, or but very slightly bent: colour 
on the upper parts bronzed green, except the quill 
and tail-feathers, which are brown: throat olive- 
yellow : breast dusky: belly ash-colour: beneath 
the wings a yellow tuft: bill and legs black. Na
tive region unknown. There seems to be a mis
take either in the colouring or description of 
Monsr. Viellot’s figure of this bird, since, in his 
character prefixed to the plate, he tells us the 
breast is of a pale carmine-colour; but no such 
appearance takes place in the figure, where that 
part is represented of a dusky brown.
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Certhia venusta. C. aurco-viridis, alis fuscis, fronte mento pec- 

lorcquc violaccis, gutturc uropygioque carulcis, abdomineflaxes- 
cmte.

Green-gold Creeper, with brown wings, violet forehead, chin, and 
breast, and yellowish abdomen.

Certhia venusta. C. riridi-attrea, fronte mento fasciaquc pectorali 

violaccis, alis fuscis, abdomineJlavo. Viv. N at. vol. 10.
Le Soui-manga de Sierra Leona, ou le Qumticolor. Viell. Certh. 

p ‘- 79-
Band-breasted Creeper. Viell. Certh. pi. jg .

T his species was, I believe, first described by 
ntyself in the Naturalist’s Miscellany. It is re
ceived into the work of Monsr. Viellot; but in 
the description annexed to the engraving in that 
elegant publication a mistake seems to have been 
made in the colour of the belly, which, instead of 
pale yellow, is there stated to be rufous. The 
length of the bird is about three inches and three 
quarters, and its colours as stated in the specific 
character: the bill and legs are black.

L E O N A  CRE EP ER .



2 4 8

BLACK AND YELLOW C R E E P E R .
•

Certhia flaveola. C. nigricans, subtus lutca gutturc cano, svper- 
ciliis macula atari apiciiusque rcctricum extimarum albis.

Blackish Creeper, yellow beneath, with grey throat, with the 

brows, wing-spot, and tips o f the exterior tail-feathers white. 

Certhia flaveola. C. nigra, subtus lutea, supcrciliis exalbidis, rec
tricibus cxtimis apice albis. Lin. Syst. N a t.

Black and yellow Creeper. Edw. pi. 122. Lath. syn. 

Yellow-bellied Creeper. Edw. pi. 362. Ijath. syn.
Certhia Bahainensis. Briss. av.

' Le Sucrier. Buff. ois. Viell. Ccrth. pi. 51.

T h e  male of this species, which is about the 
size of a Wren, has the head, upper part of the 
neck, back, wings, and tail blackish brown : the 
throat pale ash-colour, and the remainder of the 
under parts bright yellow, paler towards the vent: 
over each eye is a lengthened white stripe; a white 
spot appears at the edge of the wings, and two 
exterior tail-feathers are tipped with white: the 
bill and legs are black. In the female the upper 
parts are cinereous brown, and the under parts 
pale yellow. Native of the Antilles, and of some 
parts of South-America, feeding on insects and 
the juice of flowers, and building in shady situa
tions near water, forming its nest on the ex
tremities of the branches of climbers attached to 
tall trees; interlacing them in such a manner as to 
suspend securely the nest, which is egg-shaped, 
formed of grasses and mosses, and lined with 

<o downy substances: the entrance is at the bottom,



facing the water, and is divided internally into 

two parts, one forming the entrance or passage, 

and the other the receptacle for the young.
This species admits o f  some variety as to colour 

in different regions, and is in some parts, as in 

Jamaica for instance, o f  a black rather than a 

brown colour.

R E D - H U M P E D  C R E E P E R .  2 4 9

RED-Rl’MPED CHEF.PER.
. f■< * 'i t  * i v  s -

Certhia crythropygia. C .fusca, subtus albida, uropygio slrigiiqut 

maxillaribus rubris. Lath. ind. orn. suppl.

B roun Creeper, whitish beneath, with re<l rump and maxillary

streaks.
Red-rumped Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

D escr ib ed  by Dr. Latham from a drawing: 
size uncertain: bill and legs black: tongue bristly: 

plumage on the upper part of the body pale 

brown; beneath dusky white: rump crimson : on  

each side of the jaws three or four crimson streaks: 

outer part o f the quills and tail dusky; some o f  the 

outer feathers of the last pale or nearly white at 

the end. Native o f  New Holland, and said to be 

a very rare species.



RED-BACK ED CR E E P E R .

Certhia ery thronotos. C. coccinea, subtut alba, lateribus colli alis, 

caudaquc nigris.

Scarlet C reeper, w hite b enea th , with the sides o f  the  neck, wings, 

and tail black.

C erth ia  erythronotos. C. coccinea, subtus rufo-alba, lateribus colli 
fascia  nigra, tectricibus alarum atrcuviridibus, remtgibus caudaquc 

nigris. Lath. ind. om.

R ed-backed  C reeper. Lath. syn. suppl,

Certhia cruentata? C. nigro-corrulescem, subtus alia , vertict 
cercict dorso uropygioque rubrit, l.in. Syst. N at.

Rlack, white and red Indian Creeper. E d w .p l. 81.
R ed-S po tted  C reeper. Lath, tynnps.

T h e  general length of this species seems to be 
about three inches and a half: the upper part of 
the head, from the beginning of the bill, is bright 
scarlet or crimson, and this colour is continued 
down the whole length of the back and tail-coverts, 
thus forming a very broad uninterrupted crimson 
stripe along the whole upper part of the bird : the 
sides o f the neck, from the bill to the shoulders, are 
b lack : the whole wings and tail are also of the 
same co lou r: the under parts, from bill to  vent, 
white, but tinged with brown on the abdomen: 
the bill and legs black. Native o f  India, China, 

&c.
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VAll.?

It is hardly possible to  s u p p o se  th a t  this  bird 
can be any thing more than a m er e  v a r ie ty  o f  the  

immediately preceding; from which it differs in  

the disposition of the red colour, which, in stead  

of forming an uninterrupted longitudinal band, 
is distributed into four broad, d is ta n t  p a tc h e s  

or spots, viz. one on the crown o f  th e  head, a n 

other on the back o f  the n e c k ,  a  third o n  th e  m id 

dle of the back, and the fourth on th e  ta i l - c o v e r t s : 

the black in this variety is glossed with b lue , as in  

the former bird, and the whole u nd er p arts are  

white. The specimen d esc r ib ed  b y  E d w ard s w as  

received from Bengal.

RED-SPOTTED C R E E P E R .



C A R D I N A L  CRE EPER.

Certhia Cardinalis. C. coccinea, alis, caudaque nigris.

Scarlet Creeper, with black wings and tail.
Certhia Cardinalis. C. nigra, capite collo pectore vittaque dorsi 

longitudinal) rubris. Lath. ind. am.

Certhia Cardinalis. C. nigra, capite, collo, pectore, et linea per 

medium dorsi hngitudinem rubris, cauda icquali. L in. St/st. 

N a t. Gmel. Viellot. Certh. t. 54. 58.

FEM.

Scarlet Creeper. Lath, tynops.
Certhia rubra. C. rubra, alis caudaque nigris, crisso albo. Lin.

S>/it. N a t. Gmel.

Certhia Cardinalis. C. ruberrima, alis caudaque nigris, abdumine 
albidn. Vivar. Nat. v o l. 3. i. 102.

Carnune-rod Cree|>er with black wings and tail, and whitish 

belly. N at. Misc. vol. 3. pi. 102. Viell. Certh. pi. 30.

So extremely similar to the immediately pre
ceding birds as to make it doubtful whether it can 
really be specifically different, though some spe
cimens, and especially that first described by Dr. 
Latham, are rather larger: colour bright scarlet, 
except on th e  wings and tail, which are black ; 
and in some the abdomen is of a dusky black: the 
lores or spaces between the bill and eyes are also 
black; and the bill and legs are of similar colour. 
Native of the smaller South-Sea islands, and par
ticularly of the island Tanna, where it is said to  

feed in the manner , o f  a Humming-Bird, by su ck 

ing th e  n ecta r  of f low ers.



The Scarlet-Creeper of D . Latham seems to be 
the female of this species, and differs in having the 
abdomen whitish. It is figured in the third volume 
of the Naturalist’s Miscellany, as well as in the 
splendid publication of Monsr. Viellot.

SMALL CRESTED C R E E P E R .  ‘ 2 5 3

SMALL C R E ST ED  CREEPER.

Certhia guttata. C. grisea, nigro maculata, dorso rubro, vertice 
subcristato caudaquc mgr it.

Grey Creeper, spotted with black, with red back, slightly crested 

black crown, and black tail.

A New H o llan d  C reeper. Naturalist’s rocket-Book 1796 . pi. 12. 

L 'H eoro -ta ire  m ouchetr. Viell. Certh. pi. 59 .
Certhia dibapha. ? C. coccineo-rubra, abdominc albo, maculis dorsi 

pectoris per oculos alis caudaque nigris. Lath. md. orn. suppl. 
Cochineal Creeper. ! Luih. Suppi. 2.

' I " •• V >. , • * J

S i z e  similar to that of the Red-Backed and 
Cardinal Creepers: crown of the head black, and 
crested, the feathers being somewhat lengthened: 
upper part of the back crimson; lower part, wing- 
coverts, and rump whitish grey, marked with 
several oblong brown or blackish spots: on the 
middle of the back, on the red part, a somewhat 
crescent-shaped transverse black spot: quill-fea
thers black, with grey or whitish edges : tail black: 
whole under parts white: bill and legs black. This 
is a beautiful little bird, but since it appears to 
have been hitherto only known from drawings, I 
have some doubt of its constituting a species truly 
distinct from the small red kinds.before described,
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of which it is not very improbable that it may be 
a young or unadvanced bird, in its first year’s 
plumage: yet the crested appearance of the head 
and some other particulars are against this sup
position. Native of New Holland.

V A R .  ?

C O C H I N E A L  C R E E r E R .

Size of the preceding: general colour crimson, 
but the under parts from the breast w h ite :  on the 
red part of the breast six black spots : on the be
ginning of the back a large black spo t; a second 
below it, and some smaller ones on the rump: 
from the bill, through the eyes, a black s treak :  

wings and tail black, the latter very short: bill 
black; legs brown. Native of New Holland.

O R A N G E - B A C K E D  C R E E P E R .

' ft

Certhia cantillans. C. cxrulescente-grisca, dorso supremo macula 

c irporeque subtus Jiaro. Lath. ind. orn.

Jllue-greyCreeper, with the breast, belly, and a spot on the upper 
part of the back orange-vellow.

Orange-burked Creeper. Lath, suppl.

Le Grimpereau siftleur de la Chine. Sonn. Ind. 2. p. 210. 

pi. 117.

S i z e  of the Red-backed Creeper: described by 
Dr. Latham from Sqnnerat. Native of China.





2 5 5

Certhia gutturalis. C. fusca, humeris violaccis,/route rin d i, gut- 

tare purpurea. ;* »> j f e - >

Brown Creeper, with violet shoulders, green fron t, and purple 

throat.

Certhia guttural!*. C. n ig r ic a n s , gu ture  viridi-nitente, pectore 
purpurea. Lin. Syst. N a t. jj£

(irimpereau noirastre du Rresil. Briss. om . 3. p. 6 y j .p l .  2 3 . / .  3. 

Grimi>ereau brun du Bresil. PI. Knl. 5 7 8 . / .  3.

Green-faced Cree)>er. *L ath. Syn.

S iz e  n ea r ly  that of a Linnet: front, to some 
distance round the bill, green-gold: fore part of 
the neck bright purple: smaller wing-coverts 
v io l e t :  general colour of the bird dark brown. 
N a t iv e ,  according to Brisson, of Brasil. This 
sp e c ie s  seems a ll ied  to  the Amethyst-Throated 
Creeper, d esc r ib ed  b y  Viellot, and figured at pi. 5 
o f  h is w ork  o n  th is  genus. Viellot however de
scrib es h is b ird a s  a native o f  the Cape of Good 
H o p e .

G R E E N - P A C E D  C R E E P E R .



C A Y E N N E  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Cavana. C. viridu, subtus albida caruleo-punctata gut- 

turt ferrugineo, stria vtrinque atru lea . ,

Green Creeper, whitish beneath and speHiled with blue, with 

ferruginous throat marked by a blue stripe on each side. 

Certhia Cayana. C. viridis nitida, subtus aibo striata, rectricibut 

riridihut, lateralibiu interim nigricantUms. Lin. Syst. fia t. 

Cayenne Creeper, L a tk .ty* .

Le (iuit-^uit vert tachet£? Huff. ois.

Griinpereau verd tachete de Cayenne. TL Enl. 682 . / .  2.

S i z e  of the Common Creeper, but measuring 
scarcely more than four inches in length: colour 
a b o v e  fine palish green, beneath white speckled 
with blue: throat rufous, with a narrow longi
tudinal blue stripe on each side: wing and taiJ- 
feathers dusky with greenish edges. The female 
wants the rufous throat, and is of paler colour 
th a n  the male. Native of Cayenne.



Certhia Brasiliana. C. nigra, vertice tiridi-aurcu, jugulo tectri- 

n W  afaAim minoribus uropygioyue vinlaceii, -pectore cast unco.
• Lath. ind. orn. * *

Black Cree|»er, with gold-green crown, violet throat, shoulders, 
and rump, and chesnut breast.

Rlack and violet Creeper. Lath. syn.

Le Guit-guit noir ct violet. Buff. ois. *

A . small species, measuring about three inches 
and a half in length: sides oj the head, hind [>art 
of the n e c k ,  b a ck ,  and scapulars fine velvet-black: 
throat, rump, and shoulders bright violet: breast 
purplish chesnut: belly, wings, and tail black, the 
last edged with violet. Nativ& of Brasil.

BLACK AND VIOLET CRKETER.

B L U E - T H R O A T E D  C R E E P E R .

Certhfa cyanogastra. C. riridis, subtus earulea, lateribus colli 

vitta  longitudinali fiavescente, remigibus rcctricibu-sque nigris. 

Lath. ind. om . ,
Green Creeper, blue beneath, with a longitudinal yellow stripe •_ 

on each side the neck, aiid black wing aud tail-feathers. 

Blue-throated Creeper. Lath. tyn. *

S i z e  of a Wren:” bill nearly an inch long, 
curved, and black: colours as'mentioned in the 
specific character. Described by Dr. Latham 
from a specimen in the collection of the Duchess 
of Portland. Native of Cayenne.

v. v m .  p i . 17



. S U G A R  CREEPER.

Certliia saccbarina. C. violacco-catrulca, remigibus caudaque ni- 

gricantibus. %
Violaceous-blue Creeper, with blackish wings and tail.

Certliia Asiatics. C. saturate carulea, alis fuscis, roslro jtedi- 

. basque atris. Lath. ind. orn,

Certhia -ftlahrattensis. C. violacco-purpurea, remigibus rectrici- 

busque *eT/rrioribut Mgricantibus, Jasciculo subaxillari Jiavo. 

Lath.'ind. orn* suppl. ,*■
M arhalta Creeper. Lath. Si/n. suppl. 2.

Sugar Creeper. Lath. Syn. suppl. i .  -1

L e n g t h  about four inches: on each side the 
breast, under each wing, a tuft of yellow plumes. 
Native of India, inhabiting the Marhatta country.

B L U E - F A C E D  C R E E P E R .

C erthia frontalis. C. obsdira, capistro gvla uropy plaque ccerulcis. 

D usky Creeper, with blue face, throat, and rump.
Certhia frontalis. C. obscuru, vertice dursoqut fuscesccntibus, 

guto urppi/giuquc cecrultii. Lath. ind. om . suppl.

Blue-faced Creeper. Lath, suppl. 2. addit.

L ength five i n c h e s p l u m a g e ,  dusky, nearly

black on the under parts: face all round the bill, 
chin, and rump fine blue. Native of Africa.

/



. mm.'
Certhia nigrifrons. C. viridis, subtus fa v a , fronte genisqut nigris.

la th . ind. torn. stppl. •

Green Creeper, yellow beneath, with black fr«nt afld cheeks. 
Black-fronted Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

C o b o u r s  as in the specific character: tail cunei
form. Native region unknown. Described by 
Dr. Latham from a specimen in the Leverian M u
seum : size not particularized.

* , ♦  

— — — — — —

B O U R B O N  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Bo'rbonica. C. viridi-fusca, subtus grisea, lateribus rufu, 

.urufiygibflavo. Lath. ind. orn.

Greenish-brown Creeper, grey beneath, with rufous »id*s, and 
yellow rump. ^

Yellow-rumped Creeper. Lath. syn.

Le Soui-manga de I’isle de Bourbon. Uuffwo'is. VI. Enl.Q 81. 

f. 2. '

L ength  about five inches*: quills and t,ail black* 

Lsh : supposed by Buffon to' be either a female or 
a young bird, and that it is most allied to his 
Soui-manga marron pourpre et violet. Native of 
the Isle of Bourbon.

r ♦  • * ♦  • * ■ ■

,  BL ACK -fRC fNT ED  CREEPER.



G R E Y I S H  c i f t E P E R .  , '< *  .

L * j ■ t .

Certbia incana. C. nbfutca, colJo remigibuique, canescentjbut.

JM h. ind. orn. ♦

Brownish Cre^>cr, with greyish neck and wings.

S i z e  sm all.  Native o f  N e w  Caledonia,

DIRIQANO C RE EP ER .

Certhia leucophaba. C. olix aceo-fusca subtut albiia, vcrtict' *ignt 

transversim linento, pone oculot macula Jltrea. Lath. ind. orn. 

suppl.
Olivaceous-lirown Creeper, whitish beneath, with the crown 

marked by transverse black lines, aityl a yellow spot behind the 

eyes. . ,* •
Dirigaug Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

m *- * ** “*
*ZT *
S i z e  somewhat larger than that of the Common 

Creeper: plurrtage greenish brown aboye, pale or 
whitish Jpeneath: on the forqjiead and crown a few 
short transverse black lines: beneath e^cli eye a 
yellow spot, and behind it a reddish one: native of 
New Holland, where-it is called by the n a m e  of 
Dir izansr:



“**  C H I R P I N G  CREEPER.

Certhia pipilans. C. futco-vircscent subtus Jlancaitt, femoribut 

albo fuscoquc Ja iaa tis , remigibus rtctricibusque J'uscis. Lath, 

ind. urn. suppl. '

Greenish-brown Creeper, yellowish beneath, with brown wings 
and tail, and thighs barred with brown and white. ,

Chirping Creeper. Lath, suppl. 2.

S ize of a Nightingale: bill, slender and black: 
irides blue: legs brown. Native of New Holland.

HOARY C R E E P E R .

Certhia canescens. C. griseo-cinerca subtus rufo-alba, pectore 
roseo-purpurascente, remigibus rectricibus/]uc obscuris. CaM. 

ind. urn. suppl.

Slate-coloured Creeper, rufous-white beneath, with rose-purplish 

breast, and dusky wings and tail.

Hoary Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2, #

L ength eight inches: bill stout and black: 
quills and tail dusky, with a few white markings on 
the win^-coverts. Native of New Holland.
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C erth ia  a trttap illa . € . juuo-viridis suitus aIbida, virticc gi-ni«quc 
nigris. Lath. ind. orn. suppl. %■

G reem sh-brow n Crefcpcr, whitish b en ea th , with black crown nnd 

cheeks.

Jilack-lieajied C re ep e r . Lath. syn. suj>pl. 2.

L e n g t h  s i x  inches: bill-dusky: wings and tail 
brownish with paler edges. Native oP New Hol
land. .

U LACK-HEADED CREEI'ER.

FLY-CATCHING CREEPER.

C ertliia  pyrrboptehL  C. cinerea subtus alba, macula attriumJuka 
suftus nigra, remigibus medio rcctruibusquc cxtenoribus flavis. 
Lath. ind. om. suppl. *

C inereous C r**per, w hite  beneath , with a fulvous ear-spo t black 

beneath , w in p  yellow on  the niidtije, and tail on Ihe outside. 

Y ellow -singed  C reeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

L ength seven inches*: wings in sorye specimens 
yellow iij the middle, in others pale ferruginous; 
perhaps owing to the difference o f  sex : native of 
New Holland, where it is constantly observed in 
the act of catching Hies. It is for this reason that 
I  have altered Dr. Latham’s trivial name of yellow
winged, applied to this species, and which must 
have been given through oversight; a species of 

'similar name occurring in the first supplement to 
-the General Synopsis. | |



AGILE CREEPER.

C erth ia  agili*. C. fusca subtus alba, vertice nucha colloque supra 
nigris. Lath. ind. orn. suppl.

Brown C reeper, white Ircn ea th , with the crown, nape, and upper 

p a r t  o f  neck black.

L e n g t h *six inches: an active specifts, fpeding 
chiefly on insects and the juices of flowers. Native 
of New Holland.

P E R E G R I N E  C R E E P E R .

C erth ia  peregrina. C. olivacca subtus flava, fascia alanyn bifida 
mdd' subforficata, rectricibus duabus cxtcrioribus apice

A MiDDLE-siifED species, described by Dri- 
Latham from a specimen in the Leverian Museum: 
wings and tail inclining to dusky : female similar 
to the male, but of paler plumage. Native region 
uncertain.”

■

Agile C reeper. Lath. syn. tuppl. 2.

' mi* . .

n %
Olive Creeper* yellow benea th , with a pale bifid ba r on the  wings, 

aud  slightly forked tail w ith the  tips o f  the  two exterior fea

thers white on  t^e  inside.

'n>nt nthis Lath. ind. orn•



I G N O B L E  C R E E P E R .

Cerlliia ignobilis. C. supra fuligiiioso-nigra, subtus cintrca Unr

olls d hp lia s aUiidis. Lath. ind. orn. Sparm. Mas. Curls. 3. 

t. 56'. . '• ' 4 m
Creeper o f a fuliginous-black colour above, aud cincreous beneath 

with small whitish elliptic lines.

Ignoble Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2. •

S i z f . of a starling. Native country unknown : 
described from Sparmanri’s Museum Carlsoni- 
anum. • ‘ J *’

UNDULATED CKE’EPER.

Certhia undulata. C. supra cincreo-ftdiginosa^svbltis alba nigra 
transversim undulata. Lath. iniC am. Sparm. Mus. Carls.'*!, 

t. 0 4 .  .  *

Cinereo-fuliginoui Crecj>er, white l>eneath with transverse black 
mxlutatious..

Undulated Creeper. ljath. syn. suppl. 2.

%. .. i*
L e n g t h  about seven inches: native country 

unknown. Described from the Museum Carlso- 
uiu iuun.



■ f

Certhia gularis. C. supra cintrco-ohvacea; sultus lutea, gula 
jugu/o pectorisqut parte sitpenore sericto-corrulcis. Lath. ind. 
urn. Sparrn. M at. Carls. 4. t. ?Q.

Olivaceo-cinereous Creeper, luteous benea th,  with glossy-blue 

throat.

Blue-throafed Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

F rom the Museum Carlsonianum: bill black: 
lower edges and tips of-the outside wing-feathers 
whitish : tajl black.* Native of Martinico..

' G U L A R  c r e e p e r .

W R E N  CREEPER.

Ct^tliia trochilea. C. supra fusco-olivacca, subtus esjlavcscente 
sordidc albida, cauda nigra, alis fuliginoiis. Lath. ind. urn. 
Sparm. Mus. Carls. 4. t. 80. • «

Olivi^eous-browii Creeper, *beneath dull yellowish white, with 

black tail, and fuliginous wings.

Wreu Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

S i z e  of the Motacilla Trofchilu% or Willow 
Wren. Native of America. % if*'

*  *  ‘ '

‘ *T h e  following species of this very extensive, 
genus seem to be but obscurely known, and are, in 
general, described either from thawings, or from 
the slight accounts and figures which occur in the 
work of Seba, &c. and which, perhaps, may not, 
in all instances, have been given with sufficient
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accuracy. Much allowance must therefore be 
made for specific- characters drawn from such 
sources. —

S E B A  N C H E E P E R .

Cerlhia Sebana* C. castanco-purpitfy, vertice rubro, gutturc 

viridi, revngil/ut caudaque subtyaneis. fe 

Chesnut-purple Creejter, with red crown, green throat, and 

diioky-hlueit.il wings and tail.

Certhia cocctnca. C. rubra, pileo dilution, gula juguloque viri- 
dibus, remigibus apice cirruUscentibus. Lath. ind. om. ■

Avicula Mcxicana, »eu Ijoit/illm . Scb. l. 'p .  70. t. 4 2 . / .  6. 

Trochilus coccineus. Lin. Syst. N at. ed. 6.
Red Creeper. Lath. syn.

Var. f f ? Avicula de T atac ex Nova Hispania. Scb. 2. p .  74. 

t. 7 0 . f .  8.

" L e n g t h  about four inches and a half: «aid to 
be a n a f t o f  Mexico.

The bird figured at No. 8 of pi. 70 in the second 
volume of Seba is by Brisson and others considered 
as a variety of the preceding, to which however it 
does not appear to be greatly allied. Its colour 
is reddish-chesnut, with the crown of the head 
black, and the shoulders yeflow.



’ PORPHYRIAN CR E EPER .  «.
‘ ™  ** A  • , *}. if * i ‘ ■' * *  •  'f<$

. «

Cortliia porphyriaca. C. violacca, lunula subcollan hutnfrisque 

jla vu . * .

Violet C reeper, with yellow shoulders and collar hfencath the 

neck.

Certhia puqiurea. C. carpore tato purpurco.- Lath. ind. orn.

Avis Vir"iniana phoenicea, de Atototl dicta. Seb. 1. I. 72. f .  7- 
Purple Creeper. Lath. .syn. .

L e n g t h  about four inches and a half: colour 
deep pui'ble or violet, with a yellow crescent ufider 
the neclc, and yellow shoulders; the latter pro
bably no other than the yellow subaxiuuy plumes 
ill represented. Said by Seba to be a native of 
Virginia and to sing very sweetly. *

M A C ASS A 11 ijC R EEP E R.
"i- * ‘, * . .
Certliia Macassarieusis. C. tiridi-aurca, lateribus corporis ob- 

scuris, remigibus nigricantibus.

Green-j;old Creeper, with the sides o f  the body dusky, and the 

quill-teatlicrs blackish. *
Certhia Macassarieusis. C. r iridl-aurafa, subtus nigricante-futca.

Lath. ind. 6m.

Macassar Creeper. Lath. syn.
Avis Tsioei indica orientals. Seb. 1. p. 1QO- t. 63. f .  3.

F u o m  Seba’s figure this should seem to be one 
of the larger species. . In its general appearance 
and colours it much resembles the Certhia Jamosa
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with the absence of fhe two long middle tail-fea
thers. It seems to be erroneously mentionedby 
Brisson and others as of the size of a Wren. It is 
said by Seba to be a native of the East Indies.

I N D I A N  C R E E P E R .

Certhia Indira. C. cyanea, gula alba.

Blue Creeper, with w hite throat.

C'eMliia lndica. C. carubeo-nitens, collo inferiore albesccnte. Lath, 
ind. orn.

Avis Colubri orientalis. Seb. 2 . 1 .19 , / .  2«- 

Indiau Creeper. Lath. tyn.

T m sj according to the figure in Seba's work, 
has more the air of a Humming-Bird than a Creep
er. Ite total length, from the tip of the bill to 
the end'of the tail, is about four inches and a half, 
of which the bill, which is blackish and but very 
slightly curved, measures a full inch: the colour of 
the whole bird is splendid deep blue, with white 
throat, and the tongue is said to be bifid, like that 
of a serpent.



AMTBOYNA PREE PEK.

Certliia Amlwiucnsis. -C. viridi-nitens, dorso griseo, aim* nigri- 

cantilms, cnpitc colloque f/avis viridi-variu, pectore rvbro. 

Gold-green Crcejier, with grey back,'blackish wings, yellow head 

anti neck varied with green, and red breast.

Certhia Amboineusis. Q. cinffeo-grista, subtus viridit, capite 
cullo’juej/ai is viridi mQrginatis, pcctore rubro, alii tiigris. la th . 

ind. orn. t

Tsiot i, vel Kakopit. Seb. 2. p . 6'2. t. 5 2 . / .  2.
Auiboina Creeper. Lath . syn.

A vtUY small species, measuring scarcely three 
inches in length. Said to inhabit Atnboina.

F U L V 0 1 S  C R f 'F .PE K .

Certhia fuKa. C ./ulva, remigibus rcctriabusque atris status fa s -  
ccicaitibus. lAith. ind. orn. Matrt.-phys. urb. I . p . JK. 

Fulvous ulrecper, with lil-*ck wing and tarl-featlicrs brownish 

beneath. . .  ,
Fulvous Creeper. Lath. tyn. suppl. 2. ,

S a i d  to be  about the size of a Finch : length 
rather more than five inches: native of South 
America.
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C erthi|Jongirostra. C. olixacro-nigricans, ■ verticc nuchaqie jxd- 

Udc viridibus, jugulo pcclorcquf albis, abdomine flavcscente. Lath, 

ind. orn. ,

Blackish-olive C re e p * , with pale, green crown and nape, white 

throat -and breast, and yellowish abdomen.

Long-billed Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl.

T o t  a i. length five inches : hill an inch and half 
long: tongue long and extensile. Native of Ben
gal. Described by Dr. Latham from a drawing 
in the possession of Lady Impey.

L O N G - B I L L E D '  CRE EPER.  "  M

V J i L L O V?-\V I N G E D  C R E E P E R .

C. chrysoptera. C. nigricantc aureoque varia, tfrtricibta alarum , 

Jtitvis^rcwigibus caudaque m gru. Lath. ind. dm. '

Variega%J black and gold Creeper, with yellow wiug-coverts, 
and black quill and tail-feathers.

Yellow-winged Creeper. l.ath. sj/it,suppl.

S i z e  small: bill and legs black: tongue extensile, 
like that of a Humming-bird. Native of Bengal. 
From Ladv Impey’s collection of drawings.
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Certliia cirrhata. C. olivacea, abdomine-caudaque nigris.

Olive Creeper, with black belly and tail.

Certhia cirrhata. C- oiivacea, tihgomine caudaque nigris, lateribus 
pectoris cirrhoflavo. Lnth. ind. orn.

Tufted Creeper. Lath. syn. suppl.

L e n g t h  four inches: bill black, an’d consider
ably curved: head, neck, and back deep olive 
with dusky fmdulafions, owing to the edges of the 
feat hers, j^hich are deeper than the middled: belly 
and tail black: on each side the breast a tuft of 
yellow plumes. Native-of Bengal. From Lady 
Impey’s colfcotiotl of drawings. ,

t  R E D - H I L L E D  C R E E P E R .

Certliia erytlirfjrynchos. C. olivacca, torpore subtus albo, alis cau

daque nigricantibus, rostro rubro. Lath. ind. om.

Olive Creeper, with the body whi^e beneath, the »iugs and tail 

blackish, and the bill red.

Red-billed Creeper. Lath. syn. svppl.

S i z e  small: length scarcely more than three 
inches: breast and belly white: bill red tipped 
with black: legs dusky. Native of India. From 
Lady Impey’s drawings.



TROCHILUS. HUMMING-BIRD.

Generic Character.

Iiostrum . capite longius, 
subulato-filiforme, apice 
subincrassato tubuloso: 

mandibuTa superior vagi- 
nans inferiorem.

Lingua filiforu iis, filis duo- 

bus coalitis tubulosa.

Pedes graciles, breviusculi, 
antbulatorii.

Cauda flenois dcceiu.

Dill longer than the head, 
cylindric, sleiyler, with 

slightly-thickened tip; the 

upper mandible sheathing, 
the lower.

Tongue filiform, extensile, 
consisting of two con* 
joined slips forming a 

tube. *
Legs slender, rather short: 

feet formed for walking. 
T ail consisting of tcu fca- 

thfcrs.

JL HE brilliant and lively race of Humming- 
Birds, so remarkable at once for their beautiful 
colours and diminutive size, are the peculiar na
tives of the American continent and adjoining 
islands, and, with few exceptions, are principally 
confined to the hotter regions. Their vivacity, 
swiftness, and singular appearance unite in ren-
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dering them the admiration of mankind^ while 
their colours are so radiant that it is not by com
paring them with the analogous hues of other birds 
that we are enabled to explain with propriety 
their peculiar splendor, but by the more exalted 

i brilliancy of polished metals and precious stones; 
the ruby, the garnet, the sapphire, the emerald, 
the topaz, and polished gold being considered as 
the most proper objects of elucidation.

It is not however to be imagined that all Hie 
species of Humming-Birds are thus decorated: 
some being even obscure in their colours, and, 
instead of the prevailing splendor of the major 
part of the genus, exhibiting only a faint appear
ance of a golden-green tinge, diffused over the 
brown or purplish colour of the back and wings. 
The genus is of great extent, and, in order that 
the species may with greater readiness be inves
tigated, it has been found necessary to divide them 
into two sections, viz. the curve-billed, and the 
strait-billed. The exact limits of the two divisions 
are however difficult to determine.

The mode of life in the Humming-Birds appears 
to be uniform. They live by absorbing the sweet 
juioes of flowers, which they extract with their 
tubular tongue, and though small insects are said 
to have been sometimes observed in their sto
machs, yet this seems rather accidental than regu
lar or natural.

A magnificent work has lately appeared on this 
genus by Messieurs Viellot and Audebert, in 
which a laudable attempt has been made to ex- 
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hibit the splendor of the natural colours by means 
of powder or shell-gold impressed on the plates. 
It must be confessed that it has not succeeded in 
all instances so completely as might be wished. 
The work however is extremely valuable, not only 
as containing good figures of the major part of 
established species, but also of numerous varieties, 
und is preceded by an elaborate and ingenious 
disquisition relative to the structure of the feathers 
and many other particulars.
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With curved Bills.

T O P A Z - T H l l O A T E D  I IUM M X N G -B IR D .

Trochihu Pella. T. rubro-purpurctu, capite nigro, gula topazina, 
rectricibus duabus mcdiit longissitnis.

Purple-red Humming-Bird, with black head, topazine throat, 

and two very long middle tail-feathers.

Trochilus Pella. T. curvirostrit niber, rcctricibus intermediis lun- 

gistim is, corpore rubro, capite fuxco, gula aurata, uropygiuqut 
riridi. L in. Syst. N a t.

Long-tailed red Humming-Bird. Edw.pl. 32.

Le Colibri topaze. Huff, ois. VieU. p i. 2. 3. PI. Enl. 5gg. 
jg jopaz  Humming-Bird. Lath. tyn.

T h i s  is beyond comparison the most brilliant of 
all the curve-billed Humming-Birds, its magnitude 
as well as colours giving it a decided superiority 
to the rest. * It is at least equal to a Wren in the 
size of its body, but if measured from the tip of 
the bill to the end of the two middle or long tail- 
feathers, its extent is from eight to ten iuches.





The bill is moderately long, curved, and black: 
the upper part of the head and neck are also of a 
glossy black, sinking pretty suddenly, but not quite 
abruptly, into a fine deep orange-purple colour, 
which is.diffused over the back and smaller wing- 
coverts: the throat, to a considerable distance 
down the neck, is of the most splendid topaz yel
low, with the lustre of polished gold when exposed 
to the light, and changing, when viewed in par
ticular directions, to deep emerald green: this 
large bed of topaz-colour is separated from the 
breast and sides of the neck by a narrow bar or 
line of black, beneath which the whole breast 
and sides are of a deep, but shining purple rose- 
colour, growing somewhat less intense as it passes 
down the abdomen: the wings are of a purplish 
brown; the rump of a bright grass-green, and the 
tail orange-purple, except the two middle feathers, 
which are purple brown, and exceed the rest by 
about four inches: they are of a narrow shape, and 
are slightly pointed at the tips: the thighs are very 
thickly coated with white feathers, and the legs are 
black. A slight variation in the plumage of this 
bird is observable in different individuals, in some 
of which the middle part of the tail is grass-green, 
and the side feathers orange or chesnut with green 
tips.

The female is very far inferior in point of bril
liancy to the male, being of a dark coppery-green 
colour, with a slightly-gilded rufous or copper-red 
stripe down the throat; dusky wings; white thighs, 
very thickly feathered; and ferruginous tail, with

T O P A Z - T H R O A T E D  H U M M I N O - B I R D .  9 / 5



the two middle feathers dusky blueish-black, and 
not exceeding the rest in length.

The Topaz-Throated Humming-Bird is a native 
of several parts of South America, but is said to be 
principally found in Surinam and Guiana, where it 
is observed to frequent in preference the banks of 
rivers and brooks, and this chiefly in the interior of 
the country. Monsr. Sonnini informs us that he 
has frequently seen these beautiful birds in con
siderable numbers in the above situations, com
monly perched on the lower branches of such trees 
as grew on the banks of the stream, or such as 
from decay had /alien into the water. During 
their flight they skim the surface of the water in 
the manner of Swallows.

2 7 6  P A R A D I S E  HUMMING-BIRD.

PA R ADISE  H U M M I N G - B I R D .  *

Trochilus paradiseus. T . cristatu> ruber, alis caruleis, rcctricibu* 
duabus longisdmU.

Crested red Humming-Bird, with blue wings, and two of the 
tail-feathers very long.

Trochilus paradiseus. T . cvrvirostris ruber, alis caruleis, capite 
cristato, rectricibus intermedin longissimis. Lin. Syst. N a t. 
Lath. ind. orn.

Mellivora uvis cristata, cum duabus pennis longis in cauda. Seb.
mus. I .  p. 9 7 . t . 6 l .  f .  4.

Paradise Humming-bird. Lath. ind. orn.

O u r  whole knowledge of this species depends on 
the description and figure given in the first volume 
of Seba’s Thesaurus, where it is described as of a 
fine red colour, with blue wings, and a very large
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crest on the head, the feathers of which are con
tinued downwards on each side, so as in some 
degree to encircle the neck: these feathers are of 
different lengths, ami appear to be very numerous, 
so as to form a full crest, somewhat resembling 
that of a Hoopoe: two of the tail-feathers are of 
great length, equalling that of the whole bird: the 
bill is represented of a brown colour, and con
siderably curved, and the legs pale brown. In the 
description the tongue is expressly said to be bifid, 
as in other Humming-Birds, and it is added that 
this species is a native of New Spain. The bird 
does not appear to be known to modern ornitho
logists, and is given by Linnasus from Brisson, 
whose only authority is Seba. In the Limuean 
specific character the two long tail-feathers are 
stated to be the two middle ones; but as the whole 
depends on Seba’s figure, this is a particular which 
must rest uncertain, since no other feathers but 
these are expressed in the engraving, and the ac
companying description does not state whether 
they are the two middle or exterior feathers. The 
total length of the figure is about eight inches and 
a halt

4
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Trochilns cyanurus. T . viridis subtus cinercus, gula pectore rcc- 

tricibusquc duabus mediis hmgissimis caruleis.

Green Humming-bird, cinereous beneath, with the throat, breast, 

and two very long middle tail-feathers blue.

Avis ex Nova Hispania Yayanquitototl dicta. Set. 1. p. 81.

• t . 51.f .  7.

Blue-tailed Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s  a l s o  is given on the authority of Seba, 
w h o  informs u s  that the upper parts of the body 
a n d  wings are of an elegant green colour, deepest 
o n  t h e  back and smaller tail-feathers: the face and 
t h r o a t  are blue, and the two middle tail-feathers, 
\vhich far exceed the rest in length, are blue also : 
t h e  abdomen grey, and the bill and legs yellowish : 
t h e  bill is considerably curved, and the length of 
t h e  whole bird is, according to the figure, about 
e i g h t  inches a n d  a quarter. Native of New Spain.
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F O R K -T A II .E D  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trocliilns forficatus. T. viridi-nureus, verticc caruko, cauda for- 
Jicata aureo-caruleu, rectricibus duabus rxterioribm longisstmis. 

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with blue crown and gold-blue 

forked tail, with the two outer feathers very long.
Trochilus forficatus. T. cvrvirostris viridis, rectricibus laterulibus 

longissimis.pilcorectricibtuquc caruleis. Lin. Syst. N a t. Lath, 
ind. orn

Long-tailed green Humming-Bird. P.die. pi. 33. 
L’Oiseau-niouche a longue queue, &c. Huff, ois, 

L’Oiseau-inouche a tete bleu. Vicll. p i. 6 0 .
Fork-tailed Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T his elegant species, which appears to be ex 

tremely rare, seems to have been first described by 
Edwards from a specimen received from Jamaica. 
“ The bill, says Edwards, is slender, strait *, pretty 
long, and of a black colour: the crown of the 
head is blue, or else the bird is mostly green: the 
quills are of a dirty purplish colour, except three 
green ones next the body: the coverts of the 
wings are green: the lower belly and coverts under 
the tail are white: the thighs dusky: the tail- 
feathers are of -the most shining beauty that can 
be imagined, appearing sometimes of a shining 
blue colour, and upon a little turn will change 
greenish; then again into a colour mixed with a 
bright golden splendor: these feathers, forming a

* It is in reality but slightly curved, yet sufficiently so, even 

according to Edwards’s own figure, to justify its being placed in 

the present section.



very long and broad tail in proportion to the body, 
are very firm and stiff, and not easily put in dis
order : the feathers all over the body have some
thing of a shining golden lustre, but nothing in 
comparison with the beauty of the ta il: the legs, 
feet, and claws are black.”

As the figure of Edwards is copied in the pre
sent publication, it is unnecessary to add the de
scription of the proportional gradation in point of 
length in the tail-feathers. The British Museum 
is possessed of a somewhat incomplete specimen 
of this bird, in which however the remarkable lustre 
of the tail-feathers still continues in undiminished 
splendor. This specimen, in a somewhat different 
attitude, is represented in the elegant work of 
Messieurs Audebert and Viellot.
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SC ISSA RS-TAILED H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus Furcifer. T . •viridi-aurcut a litfu sd s , gula alba, pectore 

caudaque forjicat a viriiU-caruleis nitcntibus.

Green-gold Humming-Bird, with brown wings, white throat, and 

flossy blue-green breast and forked tail.

(kc-fleur a queue en ciscaux. A smra. Par.

L e n g t h  five inches and a th ird: bill black and 
slightly curved: throat milk-white, each feather 
marked by a small black spo t: rest of the neck 
and the breast of an enamel blue with glossy re
flexions: tail changeable blue-green: crown of 
the head brown: cheeks, upper part of neck, rump,



belly, ami wing-coverts green-gold: wings vio
laceous brown. Native of Paraguay.
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BL'ACK-CAPPKD HU MMING-BIRD.

Trochilus Polytmus. T. viridis nitens, terticc caudaque nigris, 

alis fusco-violactis, rectricibus duabus aterioribus longissimis. 

Glossy-green Humming-Bird, with black crown and tail, violet- 

brown wings, and two very long outer tail-feathers.
Trochilus Polytmus. T . currirostris virescens, rectricibus latcrA- 

libus longissimis, pileo rectricibusqutjuscis. Lin. Syst, N at. 

Long-tailed black-cap Humming-Bird. Edw. pi. 34. 
L 'Oiseaumouche a longue queue noire. Biijf'. ois.

Le Colibri a tete noire. Viell. pi. 6 7 .
Black-capped Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

A v e r y  elegant species, and of considerable 
size, measuring about nine incites and a half in 
total length, the two exterior tail-feathers extend
ing far beyond the rest. “ The bill, says Ed
wards, is thicker at the basis than in most of this 
kind; pretty long, ending in a point, a little 
bowed downwards, of a yellow colour, with a black 
point: the crown of the head and beginning of 
the neck behind are of a black colour, with some
thing of a blueish gloss: the throat, breast, and 
belly are covered with green feathers inclining to 
blue, of a firm substance, lying close and regular 
like the scales of fishes, and of so fine a surface 
that they reflect the light as doth burnished gold : 
the feathers on the back are of a looser make, of a 
yellower green, not having the bright lustre of the 
brdast: the wings are of a brownish purple, having,
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in some lights, a brighter, blueish purple cast: the 
ridge of the wing, from the shoulder a good way 
down, is white: the tail is black or dusky, the 
feathers increasing in length from the middlemost 
to the outermost save one, which is about, five 
times longer than any of the re s t: the two long 
feathers are of a loose, soft texture, easily ruffled, 
and flowing with the least breath of air; and what 
is remarkable in the tail is, that these two fine 
feathers are the outermost but one on each side, 
having a lesser stiff feather under them, as well as 
above, the better to support them, which is sin
gular : the legs, feet, and claw-s are black.”

This species is a native of South America, and 
is also found in Jamaica. The female is said to 
be greenish above, and white below; the sides of 
the neck varied with white and green, and the 
tail destitute of the two long plumes so conspicuous 
in that of the male.

G R E A T  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus inaximus. T . viridi-aureiu, gula nivea, crisso ferru - 

ginto, vertice remigibus cuudaquc carulesccntibut. Lath. ind. 
om. tuppl.

Green-gold Humming-Bird, with white throat, ferruginous vent, 
and blue crown, quill and tail-feathers.

Trochilus inaximus. Mum. Lcsk. N o. 7 6 . t. 2.

Ekelberg s Humming-Bird. Lath. tyn. tuppl. 1.

D e s c r i b e d  in the Museum Leskianura: length 
eight inches: the crown of the head, quill-feathcrs,



and tail bluefoh; the hind part of the head, hack, 
breast, wing-covcrts, and rump preen gold: the 
throat white: the vent rufous; the tail blackish, 
and of a pointed shape, and the plumage of the 
whole bird glossy. Native region unknown.

GREAT CAPF. HU M M I N G - B IR D .  2 8 3

GREAT CAPE HUM V I N O - B I  U P .

Trochilus Capensis. T. curcirostrii viridit, rectricihu inlermtdiit 
Ion g it, tectricibus a/arum cctnilcis. Lath. ind. orn.

Green Humming-Bird, with long middle tail-feathers, and blue 

wing-coverts.
Trochilus Capensis. Lin. manliss. 1771* P- 523.
Ekelberg's Humming-Bird. Lath. tyn. tuppl. 2.

D e s c r i b e d , by a Mr. Ekelberg, on whose au
thority it was admitted by Linnaeus into his Man. 
tissa of the Systema Natural. Its size is said to be 
that of a Swallow, and its colour gold-green, with 
black quill-feathers and tail, of which the two mid
dle feathers are thrice the length of the rest, which 
are edged towards the base with a gloss of green, 
and the vent-feathers are black with lucid blue 
spots. Native, according to Mr. Ekelberg, of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and perhaps may in reality 
rather belong to the genus Certhia than to that of 
Trochilus, which seems, in general, confined to the 
regions of America and the West Indies. I am 
even induced to suspect that the above supposed 
Humming-Bird of Mr. Ekelberg m aybe nothing 
more than the Certhia famosa of Linnajus.
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Trochilus superciliosus. T . aureo-fuscus subtus canus, rostro 

longo, superciliis rectriabusque mediis elongatis albis.

Gilded-brown IIuniniing-Bird, grey beneath, with long bill, 
white brows, and elongated middle tail-feathers white at the 

tips.
Trochilus superciliosus. T . currirostris fuscus nitens, rectricibus 

intcrmediis longis, abdomine subincarnato, superciliis albis. Lin. 

Sj/st. N a t.

Le Brui-blanc. Buff. ois. V itll. pi. 17. 1 8 . 19.

Colibri a longue queue de Cayenne. Briss. orn. PI. Enl. GOO.

/ .  3.
Supercilious Hummiug-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species is readily distinguished from all 
others yet known by the great length of its bill, 
and its strongly cuneated tail. The total length 
of the bird is about seven inches: the bill near an 
inch and three quarters: colour of the crown of the 
head, and upper parts of the bird gilded olive; the 
wings brown, and the tail gilded greenish-brown, 
the side-feathers tipped with pale rufous, and the 
two middle feathers, which are an inch longer 
than the rest, and of a sharpened form, white at 
the extended tips: the under parts of the bird are 
pale grey-brown, with a dusky stripe down the 
throat and on each side the head, from the bill to 
the eye, over which is a whitish streak. The 
female differs in being of a pale rufous-grey be
neath; in having a shorter bill in proportion, with 
the lower mandible whitish, and the tail of the *

SUPERCILIOUS HUMMING-BIRD.



usual shape, or but very slightly cuneiform, and 
tipped with white. The young males are said to 
resemble the grown birds, except in having the 
lower mandible whitish, and the two middle tail- 
feathers shorter in proportion. In this state the 
young bird has been described by Lhmseus and 
others, according to Monsr. Viellot, under the 
title of Trochilus Thaumantias. This however may 
be considered as very doubtful, the Trochilus Thau
mantias being remarkable for the splendor of its 
plumage.

ADMIRABLE HUMMING-BIRD. 2 8 5

ADMIRABLE HUMMING-BIRD.

Trochilus Thaumantias. T . viridi-aureus remigibus nigricantibus, 
rectricibus albo ffm briatis, extima exlerivs alba.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with blackish quill-feathers, and 

tail-feathers edged with white, the exterior one entirely white 
on the outside.

Trochilus Thaumantias. T. curciroitris viridit nitens, reetricibiu 

irqualibut albo Jimbriatit, extima extcrius alba. L in. Syst. Nat. 
Guauuinbi sexta species. Marcgr. Brat. p . 1Q7.

Polytmus. Le Colibri. Brits, av.
Le petit Colibri. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 6 0 0 .f. 1.

Admirable Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

%- :s" ■ ' jjft to. - . ;
F i r s t  described by Marcgrave, whose account 

is thus translated by Willughby. “ The whole 
head, neck, back, and belly, and the beginning of 
the wings are covered with feathers of an excel
lent shining colour, consisting as it were of a mix
ture of much gold, half fire-colour, and a little 
green; in brief, shining like the sun: iu the belly



are a few white feathers m ix t: the legs are black: 
the wings blackish: in the tail almost an inch and 
half long, handsome and broad, consisting of some 
feathers of the same rare colour with the rest 
of the body, some of a mixt colour of green and 
golden, and white about the edges, some half 
white, half green, shining with golden, that is, on 
one side the shaft white, on the other green.”

This species seems to admit of much variation 
as to the splendor of its colours: Dr. Latham de
scribes his specimen in the following manner. 
“  This, I should think, is one of the smallest of the 
crooked-billed Humming-Birds, lieing only two 
inches ten lines in length: the bill is eleven lines 
long, and the tail thirteen: the upper mandible 
black, the lower white: the colour of the plumage 
is wholly of a greenish violet, except the wings, 
which are brown, and on the lower part of the 
belly is a spot of white: the two middle tail-fea
thers are of a bright green-gold, with a copper 
gloss, and the others the same, but edged with 
white, and the outer one is entirely white on the 
outer web: legs  and claws black.”

This species is a native of Brasil and several 
other regions of South America.

2 86 A D M IR A B L E  H U M M I N G - B I R D .
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T. chrysobrouchos. T. aurco-viridis, gula ptctorequt nitidissimu, 
alts subfirruginris, rectridbus albo marginalia.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with very bright throat and breast, 
subterruginous wings, and white-edged tail.

Le Vcrt-dort: k queue blanche et vert. VitU. pi. 41.

T h i s  Monsr. Viellot considers as a species be
fore undescribed: its total length is about five 
inches, and its Jiabit, according to Viellot’s figure, 
somewhat resembles that of the T. superciliosus, 
though the bill is far shorter in proportion, and less 
curved: the tail also is slightly rounded, the two 
middle feathers hardly exceeding the rest in length: 
the edge of the shoulders are white, and a small 
white streak appears over the eye: the upper 
mandible is black; the lower white with black 
tip : the legs yellowish. Native of Guiana.

BRIGHT-THROATED IIUMMIXG-BIHD.



KED-BKEASTF.p HUMMlNG-BIRD.

Trt»chilns jugularis. T. vindi-aurtus fusco-cyaneo tinclus, gula 

pectorcque sanguincis, abdominc nigrttante, caudu oequali. 

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with a tinge o f  dnsky blue, with 

blood-red throat and breast, blackish abdomen, and even tail. 

Trochilus jugularis. T. currirostiis ccerulescen*,  rectridbus aqua- 

tibus, collo subtus sanguinen. Lin. Syst. N at. Lath. ind. urn. 

Red-breasted Humming-Bird. Edw. pi. 566. f .  1. Lath. syn. 

Trochilus graiiatinus. Lath. ind. orn. Garnet-throated Hum

ming-Bird. Lath. syn.

Le Colibri a  gorge carmin. Huff', nit.

L cG renat. Huff. ois". Viell. colibr. pi. 4.
Trochilus auratus. Lin. Gruel.

Certhia [irasiuoptera t Sparm. Mus. Carls. Lath. ind. orn.

T h i s  species, w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  v a r y  a  l i t t l e  i n  i n 

t e n s i t y  o f  colour a s  well a s  i n  size i n  d i f f e r e n t  i n 

dividuals, measures a b o u t  f o u r  i n c h e s  a n d  a  h a l f  i n  

length, and i s  of a deep g r e e n - g o l d  c o l o u r  on t h e  

upper parts, and dusky or black beneath, except 
on the throat, which, to a considerable distance 
on each side and down the neck, i s  of a deep red 
or garnet-colour: the quill-feathers of the wings 
are dusky: ,the bill and legs b l a c k .  “ The bill, 
says Edwards, is more bowed down than i s  com
mon in this genus: the sides of the head, and the 
throat, as far as the breast, are of a fine red or 
carmine-colour; the top of the head, upper side of 
the neck, the belly, thighs, and tail are of a dusky 
brown or black, mixed with a little fringing of 
blue on the edges of the feathers: the rump and
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Covert-feathers of the tail, both above ami beneath, 
are of a -fine blue colour: the wings arc of a fine 
dark green, with a gloss like polished gold when 
exposed to the sun: the iftsides of the wings are 
also green, but not so bright as the outer: the 
legs are short in proportion, as in all this kind: 
both legs an<l*feet are dusky or blackish.”

There can be little doubt .that the Garnct- 
ThroatedHumming-Bird of Dr. Latham is the same 
species. The specimen measured four inches and 
a quarter the head, neck, back, and tail were of 
a very dark green, appearing blackish in some 
lights and glossy green in others: the wing-coverts 
and upper tail-coverts the same: the quills dusky; 
the belly, thighs, and vent black, with a very faint 
greenish gloss: the throat, from the chin to the 
breast, of a fine deep garnet colour, appearing 
very glossy in some directions. Dr. Latham adds 
that the supposed female is similar to the male, 
but has the throat green-gold instead of garnet- 
colour.

VAR. ?

Le Grenat. Buff, ct Viell. *

This, which Monsr. Viellot considers as the 
same species with the preceding, is described by 
BufFon under the name of Le Grenat. It measures, 
according to this autT->r, five inches in total length, 
the bill measuring ten or twelves lines: the clieeks, 
just beneath the eye, ttiie sides and lower part of 

v. v u i .  v. i. 19
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the neck, and the throat as far as the breast, are of 
a fine bright garnet-colour: the upper part of the 
head, the back, as well as the under parts of the 
body are of a velvety black: the wings and tail of 
the same colour, but gilded with a green gloss.

It is probable that a mistake is made by Buffon 
in the above description ; and that instead of five 
the length should have been stated at four inches. 
Monsr. Viellot’s specimen measured four inches 
French, aud agrees in all respects with the de
scription of Edwards, except that the tlyoat is lefcs 
bright, being of a purple red, with a slight gilded 
gloss, and that the beak seems somewhat less 
curved. Native of South America.

290 *  V I O L E T  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

V I O L E T  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus violaceus. T . atropurpureo-violaceus, antice nitens, alit 
tfudaque viridi-aureis rectricibus atro svffusis.

Dark purple-violet Humming-Bird, glossy on the foreparts, with 
green-gold wings and tail, the latter tinged with black. 

Trochilus violaceus. T . curviroitris atro-violaceus, gutture pec- 
toreque violacco-nitentibiu, alis caudaque tiridi-avreis, rcctricibus 
atro timlaminatis. l.ath. ind. orn.

Polytutus CayancuMs violaceus. Briss. a t.

Le Colibri violet. Buff."ois. PI. Enl. 600. f .  2. *  *
Violet Iiumniiug-Bird. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Brisson: length four inches and 
a quarter* bill long in proportion to the bird, and 
black: the whole bird, except the wings and tail.





which are gold-green, is violet-purple, very glossy 
on the throat and breast, but verging to velvet- 
black on the other parts : the gold-green colour 
of the tail, in some particular lights, appear^ 
black. Native of Cayenne.

B A K - T A I IE D  HU MM1 X0 -BI RD.  2 9 1

B A R -T A IL E D  H U M M IN G -B IR D .

Trochilus sparjjanunis. T . ourco-viridu, gula tmaragdina, cauda 
forficata nigra, reclricibus fascia uurto-phtttnicea.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with emerald throat, and black 

forked tail with a gold-crimson bar across the leathers.

A m o s t  beautiful species: length nearly eight 
inches: colour green-gold, but not very bright* 
except on the throat, which is of a golden emerald- 
colour: wings brownish or dusky: tail long, and 
strongly forked, the two exterior feathers mea
suring about four inches and a half in length, the 
rest gradually shortening: colour velvet-black, 
each feather crossed by a broad gold-crimson bar 
somewhat beyond the middle *: ends of the fea
thers rounded: bill and legs black. Described 
from an elegant specimen in Mr. Bullock'* Mu
seum, and said to be a native of Peru.

’ *  In the exterior leather on cach side the crimwm bar is co«w

lidertbiy wider than in the rest.
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Trochilus cyancus. T. currirostris coccineo-scriceus, dorso ctrruleo, 

alts nigris. Lath. ind. orn.

Velvet-crimson Humming-Bird, with blue back, aud black 
wings.

Avicula Mexicana cyaneo colorc venuslissima. Scb. 1. p. 102- 

/ .  0 5 . / .  3.
Trochilus vrnustissiinm. Lin. Orncl.

Le Colibri bleu. Buff. ois.

Crimson-headed blue Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Du Tertre in his History of the 
Antilles: size half that of a W ren: head, throat, 
and under parts, as far as the middle of the belly, 
velvet-crimson with varying glosses: back b lue: 
wings black. Seba figures a bird supposed to be 
Tthe same with this, but measuring, according to 
the figure, about five inches in length: the crown 
of the head, and under parts scarlet, the back 
black, and the wings blue: the bill long, whitish, 
and pretty much curved. According to Seba it is 
a native of Mexico.

Monsr. Viellot, in the work entitled Nouveau 
Dictionnairc (THistoire Naturelle, seems inclined 
to think the bird described by Du Tertre to be no 
other than the TrochilUs jugularis or Red-Breasted 
Humming-Bird, but this supposition by no^means 
agrees with the colour of the head in that species.

C R I M S O N - H E A D E D  BLUE H U M M I N G - B I R D .
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WHITE-TAILED HUMMINQ-BIRD.

Urochilus leucurus. T . cvprcv-viridis, remigibvi fvscis, collo 

ant ice lunula subrubra, cauda ctqiiali alba.

Copperv-green Humming-Bird, with hrowtl qnill-featliers, a red

dish crescent in front o f the neck, and white even tuil.
Trocliilus leucuriis. T . ntrciroslrit riridi-aurens, rictriabus aqua- 

libus iilbit, collari rubro. Lin. St/st. Nat.

White-tailed Humming-Bird. F.ikv. pi. 256. Lath. tyn.

Le Collier rouge. Duff. ais. PI. Enl. 6 0 0 ./ .  -I.

D e s c r i b e d  by Edwards: length four inches and 
a half: bill long, slender, bowed downwards, of a 
black colour towards the point, and lighter at the 
base: all the head, neck behind, back, smaller 
w ing-coverts, and breast of a greenish-brown co
lour, changeable, according to the direction of the 
light, into copper or gold-colour: across the breast 
a horizontal light reddish bar: belly and under 
tail-coverts dull whitish: wings dark purplish: the 
two middle tail-feathers coppcry green, the re
maining eight white, the two exterior ones on 
each side being clouded with dusky towards the 
tip: legs and feet whitish. Native of Surinam.
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Trochilus Mango. T. cupreo-viridis, stria gulari abdomineqne 

alris, alisfusco-violaccis, cauda fe r r  uginra mgro tnarginata. 

Copper-green Humming-Bird, with black descend in" thrnaf- 

. stripe und abdomen, violet-brown wings, and ferruginous tail 

edged wilh black.

Trochilus Mango.’ T. currirostris tiridis nitins, rectricibus sub- 

aqualibui ferrugiiieis, abdumine atro. Lin. St/st. N a t.

Le Plastron nnir. Buff. ois. Viell. Colibr. pi. J .

Le Colibri de Mcxique. I'l. Enl. 6 3 0 ./ .  2. 3.

Mango Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

L e n g t h  about four inches and a quarter, or 
rather m ore: head, neck, back, and lower belly 
green-gold, darkest on the sides of the belly: down 
the breast and belly, from the under inaudible, a 
broad velvet-black stripe, edged with steel-blue: 
sides of the breast blue: wings deep violet-brown or 
blackish: tail purplish-chesnut, edged and tipped 
with black, but the two middle feathers gilded 
violet-black: vent deep grey. The female is said 
to differ in having the two middle tail-feathers 
gold-green, like the back. Native of South Ame
rica, and particularly of Brasil, but is said to be 
found *dso in St. Domingo, Jamaica, and other 
West-Indian islands.

Dr. Latham mentions a variety of this species 
in which the throat, on each side the black stripe, 
was white, lie  also informs u$ that a pair of 
young Humming-Birds, supposed to be of this 
species, are reported, on unexceptionable testi-
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mony, to have been brought alive to England,
having been hatched during their voyage from 
Jamaica, where the parent bird, while sitting on 
her eggs, was discovered by a young gentleman 
then on the point of leaving the island. lie  cut 
off the twig on which the pest was placed, aud 
brought it on board the ship. The female soon 
became sufficiently tame to sulTcr herself to-be fed 
with honey, aud during the voyage hatched two 
young ones, but did not long survive that event: 
the young were however so successfully managed 
as to be brought in good health to England, where 
they were in the possession of Lady Hammond. 
Dr. Latham adds that Sir Henry Englefn kf, Bart, 
and Colonel Sloane were both witnesses to these 
little birds readily taking honey from the lips of 
Lady Hammond with their bills. One of the birds 
survived at least two months from the time of its 
arrival; but the other did not live many days *.

* Azara, in his History o f Paraguay, tells us that Don Pedro 

Mclo o f Portugal, Governor o f Paraguay, kept a Humming- 
Bird, which was caught full-grown, for the space of four months. 

It was permitted to fly about the house at full liberty, knew its 

waster perfectly well, whom it would salute, and lly round him 
in order to  ask its food. Don Mela at such times took a cup o f 
clear syrop, and, inrltniug it a little, the bird would plunge its 

beak into it and feed. H e also gave it flowers from time to time, 
and thus Uiis charmiug animal lived apparently as well as iu the 

open plains, till at length, during the absence o f its master, it 

perished through the negligence of the domestics.

/



PURPLE-TAILED HUMMING-BIRD.

Trocliilus porphyrum*. T. fuscus, jugvfo atcrrimo holoscrico, 

fa sc ia  utrinque coltari cauilaque purpurcit. Vivar. N u t. 9 . 
t .  333.

Brown Huinmiiig-Bird, with velvet-black throat, and purple 

neck-slripes aud tail. N a t. Misc. vol. 9 . pi. 333.

Mango Iiuinmiug-liird, var. A. Lath. st/n.

This, which was, I believe; first described as a 
distinct species by in}'self, under the name of 
Trochilm porphyrurus, has sometimes been con
sidered as a variety of the immediately preceding, 
from which it totally differs in the cast of its 
colours; the crown of the head being deep green
ish grey, the remainder of the upper parts brown, 
and the tail fine purple, each feather blackish near 
the end, but tipped with white; the two middle 
feathers plain black: from the bill through the 
eyes, along each side of the neck, passes a broad 
brilliant purple band, while from the lower man
dible down the throat and breast, as in the former 
species, passes a deep or velvet-black stripe: the 
belly is dusky, and on each side the lower part is a 
patch or spot of white. Native of South America 
and Ihe West-Indian islands.



ASH-BELL1F.D H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus cinereus. T . riridi-aurcwt, subtus cinereus, alisfusco- 

t in/act is, cauda rntundala chalybea, rectricibus upice albis.

Green gold Humming-find, ash-coloured beneath, with violet- 

brmvn w ings, hihI rounded steel-blue tail with while tips. 

Trochilus cinereus. T . curcirmlru viridit nitens, subtus cinereus, 

rectruibus lateralibus nigris, tnbus extimis xhulybtis, apuc albis. 

Lath. iitd. orn.

Ash-bellied Hummins-ftird. Lath. syn.

Lc Colibri a ventre ccudre. Viell. Cokbr. pi. 5.

L e n g t h  about s i x  inches and a half: bill l o n g ,  

and but slightly bent: crown of the head, back, 
and smaller vving-coverts gold-green: throat, breast, 
and belly fine ash-grey: wings purplish-brown: 
tail longish, and slightly cuneated, the two middle 
feathers green-gold, the others violet-black, deeply 
tipped with white. Native o f  South America.

/



*98

b l a c k - b r e a s t e d  h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trocliilus pectoralis. T. currirostris viridis tiitcns, pectorc holo- 
Merico-nigro, abdomine albo, cauda subpurpureo-chalybca. 

Green-gold curve-billed Humming-Bird, with velvet-biack breast, 

white belly, and purplish steel-blue tail.
Trocliilus pectoralis. Lath. ind. ont.

Trocliilus gromineus. Lin. St/st. N a t. G ael.

Mack-Breasted Ilmnmiug-Bird. Lath. syn.

Le Hanss.e-col vert. Buff. ois. V id l. pi. p.
Trocliilus Dominicus. f 7’. curvirostris riridis nitens, subtits sub- 

cinercus, rectricibus medio fcrrugincis apice albit. Lin. S y ift 

N at.

St. Domingo Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

Le Vert peile. Buff. ois.

"Par. f  Le Plastron violet. Vicll. pi. 70.

Mango Humming-Bird. var. B. ? Lath, suppl.

L e n g t h ,  according to Monsr. Viellot’s figure, 
about four inches: bill rather long in proportion 
to the bird: colour greenish-brown above; velvet- 
black beneath, except the throat to a considerable 
distance on the sides and down the neck, which is 
of a bright gold-green: the black colour of the 
under parts is deepest on the breast: across the 
vent is a whitish bar : the Jail is violet, (in Monsr. 
Viellot’s figure violet-lilac,) slightly tipped with 
black. In some individuals the belly is said to be 
white.

This species appears to be considerably allied to 
the Trocliilus porphyrurus or Violet-Tailed Hum
ming-Bird, from which however it differs in the 
colour ol the neck and throat.

\



Monsr. Viellot seems inclined to suppose the 
TrocJiilus Dominicus or Domingo Humming-Bird 
of Dr. Latham, (Vert per le of Buffon,) to be the 
young of this species. I t is described as mea
suring rather more than four inches, and as having 
the upper parts of the head, neck, body, and tail 
of a light gold-green, mixing at the sides of the 
neck and breast with the pearl-grey colour of the 
under parts: the wings are violet-brown, the tail 
white at the tip, and of a polished steel-colour 
beneath.

The Black-Breasted Humming-Bird is a native 
of the West-Indian islands, and has been observed 
by Monsr. Viellot to frequent in preference such 
flowering shrubs as are planted near houses; 
perching mostly on some dry twig, and at such 
times spreading its tail in a semicircle. When 
flying it utters an almost continual sharp cry. It 
rarely suffers any other bird to frequent the tree 
in which it builds, and Monsr. Viellot has even 
seen it drive away a Mocking-Bird, by flying 
about' its head and perpetually assaulting the eyes 
with its long beak. The nest is somewhat more 
than an inch in diameter, and covered externally 
with lichens: the young are two in number, and 
when in their first plumage have the under parts 
brown, without any gloss.

The female Black-Breasted Humming-Bird is 
said to be distinguished from the male by having 
the green on the fore part of the neck divided by 
two white streaks, and the breast of a paler black 
than that of the mule.

B L A C K - B R E A S T E D  H U M M I N G - B I R D .  2 » )9



G R E E N - T H R O A T E D  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus gutturalis. T . viridi-aurrus, gula smaragdina utrinque 
albo-rvfesccntc, pectore ttrigaqvc abdominal* nigris.

Green-gold Humming-Bird, with emerald throat whitish-rufous 

on each side, black breast, and black abdominal stripe. 

Trochilus gularis* . T . curvirostris riridi-aureus, collo subtus 

smaragdino lateribus rufo, abdomine albo, pectoris macula nigra. 
Lath. ind. orn.

Trochilus macuUtus. Lin. Gmel.
Le Colibri a era vat e verte. Huff. ois. Viell. pi. 10. PI. Enl. 671 . 

/ . I .
Green-throated Humming-Bird. l& lh. syn.

G r e a t l y  alHed to the Black-breasted Hurfi- 
ming-Bird in habit, and even in distribution of 
colours, and may, according to Audebert, be con
sidered as a variety of that bird, which however 
it considerably exceeds in magnitude; Monsr. 
Audebert’s figure representing it at least five 
inches in length, while the preceding is not more 
than about four inches «nnd a quarter at dullest 
extent. The upper parts, in the present species, 
are dark green-gold, with a somewhat irregular 
white band slightly tinged with rufous on each 
side the whole length of the neck, proceeding 
from the base of the lower mandible: the throat 
is bright or emerald gold-green ; the wings violet- 
black; the breast velvet-black, narrowing into a

* T his title might cause confusion, Mr. Latham having another 
species of the same name. I  have therefore changed it to 
turalis.



VIOLET-TAILED HUMMING-BIRD. 3 0 1

stripe beneath the belly, the sides of which are 
whitish intermixed with green-gold: the tail 
viewed from beneath is violet-lilac for two thirds of 
its length, the remainder black. Monsr. Aude- 
bert observes that he has seen many individuals of 
this species, all agreeing in colour, except in the 
white neck-stripes, which are either more or less 
tinged with rufous.

V A R . ?

V IO LE T -TAILED H U M M IN O -B IR D .

Trocliilus nitidus. T. currirostris •oiridi-auratus, subtiu albus, 
gula media f'utco-viridi, cauda viotacea, rectricibus tribus extcri- 

oribus a pice albis. Lath. ind. ont.
Violet-tailed Huinmiu^-Bird. Lath. ind. om .
Lc Colibri a queue violette. Andeb. p i. 11. Buff. ois. PI.

F.id. 671 . / .  2.

Trocliilus albus. Lin. Gmel.

■ T h i s  seems to be a mere variety of the preced
ing, from which it differs in having a black stripe 
down the throat instead of the brilliant green one 
in the gutturalis: the tail is violet, the side-fea- 
thers edged with dusky, and tipped with white.



RUFOUS-ISELLIED HUMMING-BIRD.

Trochilus Brasilifusis. T. viridi-aureus, subtus rt(fescens, alis cau
daque fusco-violaceis, rectricibus apicc albis, tibiis albo-pcnnatis. 

Gold-green Humming-Bird, rufescent beneath, with violet-brown 

wings and tail, the latter tipped with white, and white-fea
thered legs.

Trochilus Brasiliensis. T . viridi-aureus, subtus albo-rufcsccns, 

cauda nifrricante-viridi, apicc albo, tibiis pennatis. Lath. ind. orn. 
Trochilus hirsutus. Lin. Gmel.

Le Colibri a ventre roussatrr. Buff. ois.

Le Colibri a pieds vctus. Viell. Colibr. pi. 20. et GS. 

Rufous-bcllied Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

A n elegant species, measuring about four inches 
and a half in length: colour above green-gold, 
beneath yellowish-rufous: crown of the head 
brown: wings violet-brown, and tail purple-brown, 
growing blackish towards the end, and tipped with 
white; the two middle feathers gilded-green : legs 
and feet generally covered with white down, but 
in some specimens bare: bill long, slightly curved, 
with the upper mandible black, and the lower 
whitish-yellow with dusky tip. Native of Brasil.

*



P U N C T U L A T E D  HT 7MMI NG- BI RD.

Trocliilus pnnctulatus. T. aureo-viridis, alis nigricantibus, humeri» 

dorsoque albo maculatis, cauda fuse a apice alba.
Cold-green Humming-Bird, with blackish wings; shoulders and 

back spotted with white, and brown tail with white tip. 
Trocliilus punctulatus. Lath, ind. orn. Gmtl. St/st. N a t.

Zitzil ou Colihri picquet£. Buff. ois.
Hoizit-ziltototl. Fernand. Alex. p. 705.

Spotted Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by ButTon from Hernandez. Length 
five inches and a half: colour green-gold, with 
blackish wings, and marked on the shoulders and 
back with white specks: the tail is brown with 
white tip. Native of Mexico, where it is called 
by the title of Iioitzitzil.

B A N D E D  HUMMINO-BIRD.

Trocliilus fasriatus. T . aureo-viridis rvfo undulatus, enpite rvfo* 

nigricante, corporc utrinque fascia nigra albo marginata. 
Green-gold Humming-Bird, with rufous undulations, blackish* 

rufous bead, and a black band edged with white along each 

side the body.
Bcc-fleur a bande noir long du corps. Aiara Par.

L e n g t h  four inches and a quarter: bill a little 
curved, and rather large for a Humming-Bird: 
feathers on the upper parts edged with riifous: 
behind each eye a small white spot, and a velvet- 
black stripe, bounded on each side by a white one,

*



from the corners of the bill to the tail, which is 
reddish-violet, all the side-feathers being tipped with 
white, and above the white tip a deep blue spot. 
Native of Paraguay. Monsh Azara observes that 
some individuals are of somewhat .smaller size, 
and have no ferruginous edging or mixture on the 
feathers.

$ 0 4  SCALLOPED H U M M I N G - B I R D .

S C A L L O l ’ED H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus punctatHS. T. aurco-vmdis, subtus subfuscus alio vn- 

dulutus, aim subviolaccit, cauda basi apiccqut alba.
Gold-green Hummiug-bird, beneath brownish undulated with 

white, with subviolaceous wings, and tail white at. the base aud 

tip.
Le Colibris a ventre piquete. Viell. pi. 8.

L ength four inches: colour of the upper parts 
green-gold : of the under pale brown, finely scal
loped with white, the feathers being edged with 
that colour; but beneath the throat they are grey, 
bordered with brown: the quill-feathers are dark 
violet-brown, the two middle tail-feathers green- 
gold, aud the side-feathers black with white tips 
and base; appearing, when the tail is closed, as if 
white with a large black spot towards the end.

In its habit and proportions Monsr. Viellot ob
serves that this bird seems most strongly allied to 
the Mango Humming-Bird, of which it is not im
possible that it may be the young, in its first year’s 
plumage.
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Trochilus aureo-viridis. T. aureo-virtdis, alis nigricantibus, cauda 
chalybca apicc alba.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with blackish wings, and steel-blue 

tail with white tip.

Trochilus viridis. Le Colibri vert. Viellot pi. 15.

L e n g t h  about four inches: colour entirely 
green-gold, except the quill-feathers, which are 
blackish, and the tail, which is steel-blue, the 
eight side-feathers slightly tipped with white. Na
tive of the West-lndian islands. In point of size 
and habit this bird resembles the Trochilus Mango.

f e m a l e . ?

Trochilus margaritaceus. T. currirostris viridis nitens, subtus 

margaritaceo-canus, cauda basi chalybea, medio purpureo-fusca, 

apice alba. Lath, ind, urn.

Bright-green Humming-Bird, pearl-grey beneath, with the tail 
steel-blue at the ba»e, purple-brown in the middle, and white 

at the tip.
Ije Plastron blanc. Huff. ois. PI. Enl. 6 8 0 ./.  J. Viell. pL 16. 
Grey-necked Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

L ength about four inches: colour above green- 
gold: quill-feathers violet-brown: tail deep steel- 
blue, growing purplish-brown towards the end, 
where it becomes black with white tips, but the 
two middle feathers aft green-gold: whole under 
parts pearl-grey, whitest on the throat.

„ ' <#■“ * 

v .  v i i i .  p . i .  2 0

GOLD-CREEN HU MM IN G- BI RD .

V
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Trocliilus aurulentus. T. obtcurc aureo-riridis, gula humerisqur 
lucidioribus, picture nigro, abduminc fusco, cauda subviolaceu.

Dark gold-green Humming-Bird, with brighter throat and 

shoulders, black breast, brown abdomen, and subviolaceous 

tail.

Trochilus aurulentus. Le Hausse-col dore. Viell.pl. 12.13.

G r e a t l y  allied to the Black-breasted Hum
ming-Bird, but the beak rather shorter in pro
portion. Colour of the crown of the head and 
back obscure gold-green: the rump and two mid
dle tail-feathers green, the remaining ones violet, 
tipped and edged with blue: the throat and smaller 
wing-coverts bright gold-green, the sides of the 
neck tinged with steel-blue: the breast black, 
growing brown on the abdomen, the sides of which 
have a slightly gilded cast: the wings violet-brown. 
The female, according to Audebert, diffeis con
siderably from the male, be jog of a bright gold- 
green above, and deep ash-grey beneath: the quills 
violet-brown, the two middle tail-feathers dull 
brownish gold-green, the rest ferruginous at the 
base, then violet-black, with white tips. This 
species is a native of the island of Porto-Rico, 
where it is not uncommon.

A U U U L E N T  H U M M I N G - B I K D .
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B L A C K - B E L L I E D  H U M M I N G - B I R D

Trochilus holosericeus. T. suhaurco-viridis, alis/uscis, cauda ab-

dommequt nigris, fascia pectoraU cccrulca.
Gilded-green Humming-Bird, with brown wings, black tail and

abdomen, and blue pectoral bar.
Trochilus holosericeus. T. curvirustris viridis, rcctricibus crqua-

It bus supra nigris, fascia pcctorah cxrulca, abilumtne nigro. Lin.
Sj/st. Nat. Lath. aid. ora.

Le Colibri vert et noir. Buff. ois. Victl. pi. 6. t t  var. 65. 
Black-bellied Humming-Bird. Edw. pi. 3 6 .

Var T Trochilus maculatus} Miller's III. N at. Hist. pi. 47- f -  1«

L e n g t h  four inches or rather more : head, neck, 
back, and smaller wing-coverts deep gold-green: 
across the breast a broad ish glossy-blue band : 
quill-feathers deep brown: romp glossy greenish 
blue: belly and vent black, with a gloss of red
dish copper-colour on the sides: tail violet-black, 
the under surface and under coverts blue. In 
some individuals a white or whitish band crosses 
the lower part of the b«. Ily, while in others a white 
or whitish spot alone is visible on each side that 
part.

Native of Mexico and Guiana. The bird figured 
at plate t)5 of Viellot, under the name of Colibri 
a ventre noir, seems clearly a variety of the pre
sent species.

%
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TRIMACULATF.D h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trochilus triinaculatus. T. aureo-viridis subtus niger, macuht 

tribus lateralibus albis, remigibus fuscis, cauda chalybta. 
Gold-green Humming-Bird, black beneath, with three white 

spots on each side, brown quill-feathers, and steel-blue tail. 

Trochilus maculatus. Miller. MisccIL pi. \ ~ . f .  1.

T h i s ,  according to Miller’s figure, is one of the 
larger Humming-Birds, measuring about four 
inches and a half, or rather more, in total length: 
the colour is deep gold-green on the crown, back 
of neck, back, smaller wing-coverts, and rump: the 
larger wing-coverts and quill-feathers brown; 
and the whole under parts, from bill to vent, deep 
black, with three moderately large oval w'hite 
spots on each side, the lowest just behind, or rather 
upon the thighs: tail rather short, rounded, and of 
a deep blue-black colour: bill strong, black, and 
nearly strait, or so slightly bent as to make it 
doubtful whether it should be ranked among the 
strait or curve-billed Humming-Birds: legs brown. 
Native of South America. This description de
pends entirely on Miller’s figure, and may perhaps 
be no other than a variety either of T. Mango, 
holosericejis, or pectoralis.
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Trochilus furcatus. T. arruleo-violaceus nitens, rertice gulaqut 

viridi-aureis, alis abdrnnmc caudaquefurcata nigris.

Glossy violet-blue Humming-Bird, with gold-green crown am!
throat, and black wings, abdomen, and forked tail.

Trochilus furcatus. T. curcirottrii cxrulco-viulaccus, vcrticc collo 
ttropygioque viridi-aureis, remigibus rcclricibusque nigris, cauda 

bifurca. Lath. ind. orn.
Oiseau-mouche violet a queue fourclm. Duff.oit. PI. Enl. 5QQ. 

/ •  2.
Furcated Humming-Bird. N at. Misc. vol. l l . p l .  3J),”. 
L ’Oiseau-mouch violet a queue fourchu. Viell. pi. 34.

Lesser fork-tailed Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T his is a species of peculiarly neat appearance. 
It measures about four inches in total length, and 
has the tail deeply forked: the crown of the head 
and upper part of the neck are of a dusky colour, 
with a changeable green lustre: the chin and 
throat of the richest and most brilliant gold-green: 
the back and breast glossy violet-blue: the abdo
men dusky black, with a whitish bar across the 
vent: the wings and tail violet-black, and the 
upper tail-coverts gold-green. It is a native of 
several parts of South America and of some of the 
larger West-Indian islands. The bill in this spe
cies, as in some others, ia so very slightly curved 
that it may with nearly eq^ajgpropriety be ranked 
in either division of the genus, which has accord
ingly been done by different authors; Gmelin, in 
his edition of the Systema Natura of Linnajus,

SMALL FORK-TAILED HUMMING-BIRD.



having placed it, after the example of Dr. Latham, 
among the curve-billed species, while Monsr. Viel- 
lot, on the contrary, ranks it in the strait-billed 
division.

310 CAYENNE FORK-TAILED HUMMING-BIHD.

c a y e n n e  f o k k - t a i l e d  h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trocliilus forcipatus. T. viridi-aureus, capite colloque violaccis, 
abdomme macula alba, cauda chalybea bifurca. Lath. ind. om. 

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with violet head and neck, abdomen 

marked by a  white spot, and forked tail.

Trochilus macrourus. Lin. St/st. N at. Gmcl.

L’Oiseau-mouche a longue queue couleur d ’acier brum. Buff, 
ou.

Cayenne Fork-tailed Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

D escribed by Buffon. Length six inches: the 
body, both above and below, is of a bright green- 
gold colour, with a white spot on the lower part of 
the belly: the head and neck are of a fine violet- 
blue ; the wings violet-black, and the tail blue- 
black with the lustre of polished steel: it is also 
very strongly forked, the feathers lengthening 
gradually from the middle feathers to the end ones, 
which are longer by two inches than those of the 
middle. Native of Cayenne.

i ” ( aPp- **►
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WHITE-LEGGED FORK-TAILED HUMMING-BIRD.* ' # 

Trochilus c leans. T . aurco-viridis, pectorc nigro, alts violaceo- 
nigris, cauda furcata nigro-virescente.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with black breast, violet black 

wings, and greenish-b’ack forked tail.

Trochilus elegans. Le Hausse-col a queue fourchue. Viell • 
pi. 14.

L e n g t h  near five inches: colour green-gold* 
with black breast, violet-black wings, and greenish- 
black tail, which latter is deeply forked. Native 
of St. Domingo, where it was observed by Viellot. 
I t  chiefly frequents the borders of large woods, 
perching on the tops of trees.

H A R L E Q U I N  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus Histrio. T.fuscus, vertice gula pectore humerisque viridi- 
aureis, abdomine rubro, gems cyaneis.

Brown Humming-Bird, with gold-green crown, throat, breast, 

and shoulders, red belly, and blue cheeks.
Trochilus multicolor. T. curxirostris fuscut, abdumine rubro, ver

tice gula pectore dorsnque medio riridibus, ritta  per oculos ad 
nucham ca:nilea, postice nigro rnarginata. Lath. ind. am . 

Harlequin Humming-Bird. Lath. syn. H at. Misc. 3. pi. 81.

A h i g h l y  elegant species, and remarkable for 
the variety of its colon** Length about four 
inches: bill long for the size of the bird, very 
slightly bent, and of a  pale or yellowish brown 
colour: crowa of the head, throat, neck, breast, *



3 1 2  YELLOW-FRONTED HUMMING-BIUD.

upper part of the back, rump, and wing-coverts 
fine gilded grass-green : 'cheeks, from the bill, and 
whole upper part of the neck, fine ultramarine 
blue; separated from the green of the upper part 
of the back by a narrow black bar, beyond which 
is a bright but pale blue-green on e : wings and 
tail fair bright-brown: belly and vent-feathers 
orange-scarlet, or red-lead colour: wings long in 
proportion to the b ird : tail rather long, and 
slightly rounded at the tip. Native country un
certain.

y e l l o w - f Ro n t e d  h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trochilus flavifrons. Trochilus currirostris viridis, sincipite flavo, 

remigibus rectricibusque nigris. Lath. ind. urn.

Green Humming-Bird, with yellow front, and black wings and 
tail.

Yellow-fronted Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

Yellow-fronted Iioney-sucker. Penn. Gen. o f  Birds.

A s m a l l  species, slightly described by Mr. 
Pennant in his work entitled Genera o f Birds. 
Forehead yellow : body and wing-coverts green : 
quills and tail black. Native of South America.



PURPI.E-CROWNED HUMMING-BIRD.

Trochilus torquatus.  T. currirostris viridis, vertice purpurea, 

collo inferiore annulo cttruleo, cauda bifurca purpurea. L ttk . 
ind. orn.

Green Humming-Bird, with purple crown, lower part o f neck 
surrounded by a blue collar, and purple forked tail. 

Purple-crowned Humming-Bird. Lath, syn.
Purple-crowned Honey-sticker. Venn. Gen. ll.rds.

D e s c r i b e d  b y  Mr. Pennant. Crown purple: 
tliroat green: round the whole lower part of the 
neck a collar of rich deep blue: back green : wings 
and tail deep purple, the latter forked. Size very 
small. Native of South America.

o r a n g e - h e a d e d  h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trochilus aurantius. T. currirostris fuscus, capite aurantio, 

gutture pectorequcjiaxis, alis purpureis, cauda ferruginea. Lath, 

ind. orn.
Brown Humming-Bird, with orange head, yellow throat and 

breast, purple wings, and ferruginous tail.
Orange-headed Humming-Bird. Lath.kind. orn.

Orange-headed Honeysucker. Venn. Gen. Bird's.

D e s c r i b e d  from Pennant’s Genera of Birds: 
head orange : throat and breast yellow : back and 
belly deep brown : w ings' purple : tail bright fer
ruginous: size said to be very minute. Native 
of South America.

i * W
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Trochilus gularis. T . avreo-viridit sub!us albus, alis caudaquc 

nigricantibus, gula crissoqut cyaneis. Gimel. Phys. t. 30. f .  A . 

Gold-green Humming-Bird, white beneath, with blackish wings 

and tail, and deep-blue throat and veut.
Trochilus gularis. Lath, ind. orn.

D e s c r i b e d  from a drawing b y  Mr. Miller, and 
said to be a native of the East-Indies, which is 
probably a mistake. Its length appears to be 
about three inches, and its colours as expressed in 
the specific -character. Perhaps a native of South 
America.

. GU L A R  HUMMING-BIRD.

G I L T - C R E S T E D  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus cristatellus. T. curxirostris viridis, capitis crista viridi- 

nitente aurca, rcmigibus caudaquc nigris. Lath. ind. om. 

tuppl. >.

Green Humming-Bird, with shining gold-green crest, and black 
wings and tail.

Gilt-crested Humming-Bird. Lath. syn. suppl. 2.

A s m a l l  and elegant species; length two inches 
and a half: colour green, and on the top of the 
head a bright gold-green crest: quill-feathers and 
tail black. The female is greenish brown above, 
and whitish beneath, with dusky spots on the breast. 
This species seems much allied to the following.



1
L I T T L E  H U M M I N G  B I R D .

Trochilus cxilis. T. currirostris viridi-fuscus, rubro nitens, capite 
crista viridi-nitente, apice aurato, remigibus caudaque nigris.
Lath. ind. urn.

Brownish-green Humming-Bird, with a glow o f  red, glossy-green 
crest with gilt tip, and black wings and tail.

Little Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.
Humming-Bird o f a black colour, liancr. Guiana.

T h e  smallest of the curve-billed division: de

scribed in Bancroft’s History of Guiana: len g th  

only an inch and half: colour greenish brown, 
with a bright red or coppery gloss: head furnished 
with a small tuft, green at the base, but of a bril
liant gold-colour at the top: quills and tail of a 
fine black. Native of Guiana.

Qu. whether both this and the immediately pre
ceding, though ranked by Dr. Latham in the curve- 
billed division of the genus, are any thing more 
than varieties of the Trochilus cristatus?. In such 
very small species describers not professedly orni
thological might easily overlook the exact form of 
the bill, and other minute particulars, and the de
scriptions given by Dr. Bancroft seem only in
tended as general notices of the most remarkable 
subjects which he had observed during his resi
dence in Guiana.



With strait Bills.

K A C K K T - T A I L E D  H U MM I N O - B I R D .

Trochilus platurus. T. xiridi-aurcus, abdomine rcmigibus caudaquc 
fuscis, rcctricibut duabvs mtdiis nudis apice pennatis.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with Itrown belly, quill-feathers, aucl 

ta il; the two middle tail-feathers naked with webbed tips. 

L ’Oiseau-moucbe a raquettes. Buff. ois. Viell. p i. 52.

Trochilus platurus. T . rectirostns viridi-aureut, gula smarag- 

dina, rectncihus rac/ii expansu rufo-alba, intermcdiis duabui 
setaceis elungutis, apice txpansis. Lath. ind. orn.

Trochilus iongicaudus. Lin . Gmel.

Backet-tailed Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T he to ta l  le n g th  o f  this s in g u la r  sp e c ie s  is ab o u t  

th r ee  in ch es  an d  th ree  quarters, an d  its  co lo u r  

d e e p  g re en -g o ld ,  e x c e p t  o n  th e  th ro a t ,  w h ich  is v e r y  

b ril lian t:  th e  b e l ly ,  w in g s ,  an d  tail are v io le t -b la c k ,  

an d  th e  la tter  is o f  a re m a rk a b le  a p p e a r a n c e ,  b e in g  

d e e p ly  fork ed , w ith  th e  fea thers all o f  a  p o in te d  

sh a p e , an d  th e  t w o  e x te r io r  o n e s  e x t e n d in g  very  

c o n s id e r a b ly  b e y o n d  th e  rest in  th e  form  o f  naked  

shafts ,  p lu m ed  o n ly  a t  th e  t ip ,  so  as to  rep resen t  

th e  sh a p e  o f  a  rack e t  or  b a tt led o re .

In  th e  d e sc r ip t io n  g iv e n  o f  th is  sp e c ie s  b y  th e  

C o u n t  d e  t iu lfon  a  m is ta k e  is  m a d e  in s ta t in g  th e  

t w o  m id d le  ta il-fea th ers  in stead  o f  th e  tw o  ex ter ior  

o n e s  t o  b e  th e  lo n g e s t .  I t  sh o u ld  b e  ob served  also  

th a t  th e s e  tw o  fea thers ,  till  t h e y  arr ive  a t  a  sm all  

d is ta n c e  b e y o n d  th e  rest,  a re  p lu m e d  on  the  s id es ,  

after w h ic h  th e  w e b  g ra d u a lly  sh orten s ,  leav in g



only a scarce perceptibly barbetl shaft for about 
the length of half an inch, terminated by the 
racket-shaped web before-mentioned.

The Racket-tailed Ilumming-Bird is a rare 
species, and is a native of South America, but the 
particular regions in which it is found seem not to 
be distinctly ascertained. Monsr. Viellot informs 
us that several well-preserved individuals, ex
amined by himself, all agreed in the structure of 
the tail. When however we consider that the 
same kind of appearance occasionally takes place 
in the tail of the bird called the AJomot, which 
yet, in its truly perfect state, exhibits those 
feathers completely webbed throughout their 
whole length, we may perhaps be induced to 
suspect that a similar particularity may occur in 
the present species of Humming-Bird, and that 
the exterior feathers of the tail may, at some par
ticular periods of its growth, be regularly plumed 
throughout.

*» . 1
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BROAD-SHAFTED HOMMING-BIRD.

Trochilus latiprnnis. T. •ciridi-aureut subtus canus, alit caudaquc 
fu sc is, rcmigum primnrum icapts dilatato-incurvatis.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, grey beneath, with brown wings 

and tail, and the shafts o f  the greater quill-feathers dilated 

and incurvated.
Trochilus latipennis. T . rectirostns viridis tuhtus griseus, remi- 

gibut tribus seu quutunr primanbi/s tcapo maxmc dilatato incurvo, 

rrctncibu* lateral thus Jusco-mtentibus apice aibis. Lath. ind. 
orn.

L ’Oiseau-mouche a larges tuyaux. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 6 7 'i .J • 2.
V 1(7/. pi. 21.

Trochilus campylopferus. Ian. Gmel.

Broad-shafted Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h is , which is one of the larger Humming- 
Birds, is distinguished by a very remarkable cir
cumstance; viz. the structure of the chief quill- 
feathers, which have their shafts considerably 
widened in the middle, as well as curved or bent 
outwards: the length of the bird is about five 
inches, and its colour slightly-gilded green above, 
and pale ash beneath: the wings violet-black, and 
the tail of similar colour, tipped with white; the 
two middle feathers gold-green. Native of Cay
enne, and considered as a very rare species.



Trochilus auritus. T. \ iridi-aureus subtus ulbus, aurium prnnis

subelongatis riolaceis, remigibus nigris, rectricibus lateralibus 
albu.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, white Ix-neath, with slightly elon
gated violaceous ear-fcathers, black wings, aud white lateral 

tail-feathers.
Trochilus auritus. T. rectsrostris viridi-auratus, subtus albas, 

tit mu infra uculos nigra, nuicula aurmm fasciculari violacea, rec
tricibus quatuor intcnncdns mgro-citruleis, lateralibus aUns. 
Lath. ind. om.

Oiseau-mouche a orcilles. Buff. ois. Viell. pi. 25. 26 .
Grand Oiseau-mouche d«- Cayenne. Bnss. av.
Violet-eared Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

A n  elegant species. Length about four inches 
and a half: shape rather more slender than in 
others of the genus: colour of the upper parts 
bright gold-green ; of the under parts white: from 
the bill, on each side the head, a black band, pass
ing below and beyond the eyes: on each side the 
neck an oval or slightly-lengthened patch of bright 
steel-blue or violet feathers: wings and four middle 
tail-feathers violet-black, the side-feathers milk- 
white : legs feathered to the toes. The female 
resembles the male, but wants the blue ear-fea- 
thers, and is of an ash-white beneath, with lon
gitudinal dusky spots. This species is a native of 
Cayenne.

VIOLET-EARED HUMMING-BIRD.
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Trochilus mellivorus. T . viridi-aureus, capite collo pectoreque 

cctrujiu, fancli nuchali abdomine caudaquc albis.

Gold-green Humming Bird, with blue head, neck, and breast, 

and white nuclml bar abdomen and tail.

Trocliilus mcllivorus. T. rectirostris, rectricibus nigris: laterali- 

bus albis, capitc curuleo, dorso viridi, abdomine albo. Lin. 

Syst. N at.

T.’Oi«eau mouclie dit La Jacobine de Cayenne. PI. Enl. 610. 
White-bellied Humming-Bird. E drt.pl. 35. Lath. syn. 
L ’Oiseau-mouche a collier, dit La Jacobine. Buff. ois. Viell. 

pi. 23.

V arf Trochilu* fimbriatus. T . riridi-aureus, pmnis gitlcr juguli- 
quc albo Jtmbriatii, ventre cinereo, rectricibus mgro-chalybeis, 
lateralibus apice griteis. Lath. ind. urn.

Spotted-uecked Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

WHITE-COLLARED HUMMING-BIRD.

T h e  length of this species, which, perhaps, was 
first, described and figured by Edwards, is some
thing more than four inches: the head and under 
parts of the neck are deep glossy blue : the upper 
part of the neck green-gold, crossed by a mode
rately broad milk-white bar, reaching rather more 
than half way towards the fore-parts: the back, 
wing-coverts, and rump are green gold : the quill- 
feathers violet-black, and the tail white, slightly 
tipped with black: the two middle tail-feathers, 
which are shorter than the rest, are of the colour of 
the back: the tail is also slightly divided or forked 
at the end. Native of South-America, and par
ticularly of Cayenne, where it is not uncommon.

%
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VAR. ?

Lc Jarobinc varie. I'icll. pi. 24 .

This, which is supposed by Monsr. Viellot to 
be either a young male before it has gained its 
complete plumage, or else the female of the above 
species, is blueish green-gold above, and white 
beneath, variegated 011 the throat and breast with 
grey and blue: the tail green-gold, growing blue 
at the end, and tipped with white. Native of 
Cayenne.

V A R .  ?

L’Oiseau-mouche a gorge tachetfe. Viell. pll& 2.

This I place as a farther variety of the pre
ceding species, which it resembles in habit and 
general cast of colours. It is blackish green-gold 
above, and white beneath, mottled or scalloped 
with black or dark-brown on the throat, and with 
dusky green-gold on the breast and upper part of 
the abdomen: the wings are violet-black, and the 
tail of the same colour, but the side-feathers edged 
and tipped with white. Native of Cayenne, and 
figured by Monsr. Vieliot from a specimen long 
preserved in the French Museum, and which, as 
he imagines, may have been the one described by 

v .  vui. p .  1. 21



322 GREEN AND BLUE IICMMIN G-BIRD.

Buffon under the name of Oiseau-mouche ft gorge 
tachetSe, and which, like many other specimens, 
has suffered greatly by the fumigations of sulphur 
which were formerly practised in that Museum as 
a preservative from insects, but which, as Monsr. 
Viellot very properly observes, have done more 
injury to the plumage of the birds than they would 
have suffered from the ravages of the insects 
themselves.

GREEN AND BLUE HUMMING-BIRD.

Trocliilus Ourissia. T . aureo-virid.it, dorsn pecturc abdomincque 

caeruleis, remigibus fuscis, cauda subcequali ftisco-aurea. 

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with blue back, breast, and bellv, 

brown quill-feathers, and golden-brown tail.
Trochilus Ourissia. T. rectirostns viridi-auratus, rectricibus 

subirquaiibus fusco-aureis, retnigibas nigris, abdomine cceruleu. 

Lin. S y it. N at.

Mellisuga Surinameusis pectore caeruleo. Briss. av. 3. /i. 7 11 • 
L ’Eraeraude-amethyste. B uff. ois.
Oiscau-mouche a poitrine bleue. PI. Enl. IT ]  . f .  3.

Greeu and blue Humming-Bird. E d w .p l. 3 3 . / .  2. Lath. syn. \

T h e  American word Ourissia, signifying a sun
beam, is applied by some of the earlier writers to 
certain species of Humming-Birds, on account of 
the splendor of their colours. Linnaeus applies 
the name to the Green and Blue Humming-Bird of 
Eduards, a middle-sized species, measuring nearly 
four inches in total length, and of a coppery green- 
gold colour, the upper part of the back, the breast, 
and belly fine deep blue, with a slight golden gloss:





the sides of the body, vent, and thighs dusky or 
blackish brown; and lastly, the wings and tail 
brown, the latter very slightly inclining to a forked 
shape, the two middle feathers being somewhat 
shorter than the rest.: the bill is rather long for the 
size of the bird, and of a black colour, as arc also 
the legs.

It should be added that Edwards considered 
this as the female of the white collared Humming- 
Bird above described. It is a native of Surinam.

' * ,  M

SUPERB HUMMING-BIRD. * 3 2 3

SUPERB H U MM I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus superbus. T . viridi-aurcus, vert ice cttruleo, fascia per 
genus dupltci nigro-alba, gula pectoreque p/ioeniceis.

CJolii-green Humming-Bird, with blue crown, double black-and- 

white cheek-stripe, and crimson throat and breast.
Trochilus superbus. Stripe-cheeked Humming-Bird. Natural

ist’s Miscellany, vol. I3 . p l .  S I / .  , /

T h i s  most beautiful species was first described in 
the thirteenth volume of the Naturalist’s Miscellany, 
and afterwards introduced intq^the splendid work 
of Monsr. Viellot. It is unquestionably *>ne of 
the finest of this brilliant race. Its length is aU>ut 
four inches and a quarter: the bill very long in 
proportion to the bird, strait, and black: the crown 
of the head bright sky-blue: from the bill to the 
head, on each side, a moderately broad black 
stripe, and beneath this a white stripe: throat and 
upper part of the breast of a most brilliant scarlet, 
the feathers full, or somewhat projecting: remain



der of the body, both above and below, gold-green, 
but much paler or greyer beneath: wings pur
plish brown ; tail the same, but the outsides of the 
feathers gold-green, appearing of that colour when 
closed: each of the two outside feathers tipped 
with white: legs black. Native, probably, of 
South-America, but the particular region un
certain.

The figures of this bird, both in Monsr. Viellot’s 
work and the Naturalist’s Miscellany, were drawn 
from a specimen in the collection of General 
Davies, and which seems to have been the first 
that ever made its appearance in this country. It 
was brought from the West Indies.

3 2 4  SAPPHIRE HUMMING-BIRD.

s a p p h i r e  h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trocliilus sapphiriuus. T . lucido-sapphirinus, dorso subaurato, 
alis fuscis, abdomine nigro, cauda chalybca.

Bright sapphire-coloured Humming-Bird, with slightly-gilded 

back, brown wings, black abdomen, and steel-blue tail. 

Trochilus sapphiriuus. T. rectirostns viridi-auratus, subtus albus, 

collo inferior* viulaceo-sapphiriiw, gula caudaquc rufis. Lath, 

ind. om .

Le Saphir. huff. ois. V i ell. pi. 35. 57.

Sapphire Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species was first described by Buffon, who 
informs us that it is rather above the middle size, 
and has the fore-part of the neck and the breast of 
a rich sapphire-blue, with violet glosses or re
flexions : the throat red ; the upper and under



parts of the body dark gold-green ; the lower belly 
white; the inferior tail-coverts rufous, and the su
perior ones shining golden-brown: the bill white 
with a black tip.

Monsr. Viellot informs us that though the above 
description is generally supposed to belong to the 
full-grown bird, yet in reality it will apply only 
to the full-grown young, or bird in its first year’s 
plumage; and that this species, when in perfection, 
has no tinge of rufous under the throat, but is of 
a brilliant sapphire-blue, with the wings brown, 
the belly black, and the tail blue-black. Native 
of South-America.

SATPHIRE A N D  EMERALD HUMMING-BIRD. 3 2 5

SAPPHIRE A N D  E M E R A L D  HU MMI NG- BI RD.

Trochilus smaragdo-sapphirinus. T. cayite gulaijue luculv-sapphi- 
rinis, corpore viridi-aureo, alis fuscis, cauda chalybta. 

Humming-Bird with bright sapphire-blue head aud throat, gold- 

green body, brown wings, and steel-blue tail.
Trochilus bicolor. T. rectirostru saturate vindi-uurutus, capite 

colloquc inferiore sapphirinis. Lath. ind. orn.
Le Sapbir-emeraude. Bvjf. ois. Viell. pi. 36.
Sapphire and Emerald Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s  also, which is a middle-sized species, is 
described by Buffon, who very justly observes that 
the two brilliant colours with which the bird is in
vested merit the title of the gems by which they 
are called. He might however have gone farther, 
and have added that they are accompanied by a 
vivid metallic splendor not exhibited by the gems



themselves. The sapphire-colour covers the head 
and throat, beyond which it blends, in the most 
admirable manner, with the lucid golden emerald- 
colour with which the breast, belly, and upper 
part of the back are covered: the wings are brown; 
the tail glossy blueish-black; and the belly white: 
the upper mandible is black, the lower whitish. 
In another specimen observed by Buffon the throat 
alone was sapphire-coloured, the head and re
mainder of the body emerald-green. A most 
beautiful specimen in the Leverian Museum an
swered to the first description, and exhibited the 
two colours in their utmost brilliancy: its size 
was rather inferior to a specimen figured in the 
work of Monsr. Audebert, but the tail was slightly 
forked, as in his representation. Native of South- 
America and the West Indies. The specimen 
mentioned by Buffon was received from Gua
deloupe ; that of Viellot and Audebert from Mar
tinique.

3 2 6  BLU E-GORGE HUMMING-BIRD.

v a k . ?

B L U E - G O R G E  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

L'Oiseau-mouche a gosier bleu. Viell. p i. 40.

L e n g t h  near three inches and a half: colour 
above coppery green: chin and throat fine sap
phire-blue, appearing brown when viewed in some 
lights, and purplish in others: breast aud belly

M



fine glossy green, with blue reflexions on the sides 
of the neck: wings violet-black; tail indigo-blue, 
with a mixture or cast of green ; lower part of the 
belly white. The tail is rather rounded, in which 
respect it seems to differ from the Sapphire aud 
Emerald I Iumming-Bird, of which it is probably 
no other than a mere variety. It should be added 
that the upper mandible is black, and the lower 
white. Native of Guiana.

To the description of the two brilliant Hum
ming-Birds above-detailed, viz. the sapphirinus and 
smaragdo-sapphirinus, I shall venture to hint a 
degree of doubt whether the two kinds may not in 
reality constitute one and the same species, and 
whether the different distribution of colours and 
comparative variation of splendor occasionally ob
served, may not be rather owing to sexual dif
ferences and the various stages of plumage than 
to a real specific difference; the general appear
ance being nearly similar in both.

B R I L L 1 A X T  H U M M I N G - B I R D .  3 2 7

B R I L I . I A N T  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus lucidus. T. aureo-viridis nitidiuimu*, gula pectore cau

daque cyaneis, macula pottoculari alia.

Bright gold-green Hummiug-Bird, with deep-blue throat, breast, 

aud tail, and a white spot behind each eye.

Le plus beau des bec-fkurs. Azara Par.

L e n g t h  three inches and a half: bill strait, 
flesh-coloured, with a blackish tip. Both Monsr., 
Azara and Sonnini suppose this to be the. same



with the Sapphire and Emerald Humming-Bird, 
from which however it seems to differ in the deeper 
blue colour of the breast and tail, as well as in 
the white spot behind the eyes. Native of Pa
raguay.

3 2 S  A M E T H Y S T IN E  HUMMING-BIRD.

A M E T H Y S T I N E  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trocliilus amethyst intis. T. viridi-aureus, subtui grisco fuscoque 

varius, gula colloque inferiore amethystinis, cauda forciputa. 

Lath. ind. o n .

Gold-green Humming-Bird, varied beneath with grey and brown, 

with amethystine throat, and forked tail.

Amethystine Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

L ’Ametliyste. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 6~'l. f  1.

S i z e  of the Red-throated Humming-Bird: up
per parts green-gold; under parts marbled with 
greyish white and brown : throat and fore part of 
the neck bright amethyst-colour, changing, ac
cording to the direction of the light, into purplish 
brown: wings rather short: tail forked. Native 
of Cayenne.
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R U B Y - H E A D E D  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

' tfeHEMgL

Trochilus moscbilus. T.fusco-purpureus, subtus nigricans, vert ice 

aurtu-rubmco, gula topazma, cauda apice nigra.

Purple-brown Huaiming-Rird, blackish Ix'tiralh, with ruby-gold 

crown, topazine throat, and black-tipped tall.
Trochilus moschitus. rcctirostris viridt-aureut, rectricibus crqna- 

libus ferrugineis; extimis apice fuscis, remigibui nigris. L ih. 
St/st. N at. Lath. ind. om .

Avis Colibri Americana omnium minima Thauiaautias dicta. Sri.

1. p. 61. t. 37. f .  4. *vV 
Le Kubis-topaze. B'jff. ois. PI, Enl. 22?. f .  2. Viell. pi. 2Q. 

30.

Rubv-necked Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.
Trocliilus elatus. T. rectirostns virescente-aureus, rectricibus 

cequalibus ferrugineis, apice nigris, pileo rubro cristato. Lin. 

Syst. N a t. Lath. ind. om.

Ruby-crested Humming-Bird. E dw .pl. 344. Lath. syn. 

Oiseau-mouchc a gorge topaze. PL Enl. 640. f .  1.
Trochilus galeritus. ? Lath. ind. om. Molin. Chd. p. 21 g.

T . Guianensis. ? ? Lath. ind. om.

T. Carbunculus. ? ? Lath. ind. orn. L’Escarboucle. Huff. ois. 

T . Bancroft!. ? ) Lath. ind. om.

T h i s  is o n e  of the most beautiful of t h e  s t r a i t 

billed Humming-Birds. Its general length,from the 
tip of the bill to that of t h e  tail, i s  about four inches 
and a  half: the u p p e r  p a r t s  of the body are of a 
very deep reddish brown ; the under parts black- 
ish brown : the crown of the head lucid purple or 
ruby-colour, accompanied by a  golden gloss; the 
feathers scale-shaped, and so disposed as to give 
the appearance of a crest, more or less conspicuous 
in different individuals: the whole region of the

%



throat and forepart of the neck is of the most 
brilliant golden topaz-colour, shining, like the crest, 
with a metallic lustre, according to the direction 
of the light: the wings are purplish chesnut-brown, 
and the tail purple-ferruginous, slightly tipped with' 
black: on each side the lower part of the abdomen 
is usually a white spot: the bill and legs are black. 
The female is said to have only a slight cast of 
topaz-oolour on the throat, and to have the re
mainder of the under parts of a greyish white 
colour. The young males are brown above, with 
a few red specks on the head, and a few gold- 
coloured ones on the throat. Native of South- 
Ameripa, and particularly of Brazil, Guiana, and 
Surinam.

VAR.?

R UBY -CR ES TE D H U M M I N G - B I R D .

This is so nearly allied to the immediately pre
ceding, as to leave it doubtful whether it should 
be considered as truly distinct. It is thus de
scribed by the accurate Edwards. “ Its bill is 
long, slender, a very little bowed downwards, and 
of a dusky or black colour: the tongue is divided 
into small filaments, as in the whole genus: the 
crest or crown is of an exceeding fine red or 
flame-colour, having the lustre of a ru b y : the 
throat is like burnished gold, changing in some 
positions to the light, to an emerald-green: these 
shining colours in other positions are quite ob-

3 3 0  RUBY-CRESTED HUMMING-BIRD.



seure: the body and coverts of the wings are of an 
obscure brownish olive-colour, the quills a little in
clining to purple: in the tail I could count only 
eight feathers, which are of a cinnamon-colour 
with black tips: the lower belly and coverts be
neath the tail are of the same colour above and 
beneath : a white line passes across the middle of 
the belly : the bright spot on the throat is divided 
from the neck and breast by a dusky line: the legs 
and feet are black.’* Native of Guiana and other 
parts of South-America.

Monsr. Audebert, in his splendid work on this 
genus, is of opinion that the above Humming- 
Bird of Edwards is no other than a variety, of the 
Trochilus moschitus, differing in being a trifle 
smaller, somewhat less intense in point of colour, 
and in having the crest unusually conspicuous and 
elevated, which appearance may have easily taken 
place from a contraction of the back parts of the 
skin ^nd muscles of the head in a dried specimen.

The two following Humming-Birds, hitherto 
considered as distinct species, are by Mr. Viellot 
suspected to be 110 other than the young of the 
Trochilus moschitus in different stages of their 
plumage.

RUBY-CUESTED HUMMING-BIRD. 331
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Trochilus Pegasus. T. aureo-viridis subtus griseus, remigibusfusris, 

rectricibus utrapurpurcis basi vil cscentibus.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, grey beneath, with brown wings, 
and blarkish-pnrple tail with greenish base.

Trochilus Pegasus. T. rectirostris, rectricibus basi virescentibus, 

corpore vircscente-aureo subtus subgriseo, tibiis pennatis. Tin. 

Sj/st. N u t. Lath. mil. am.

Mellisuga Cayanensis ventre grisco. Briss. av. 3. t. 3 6 ./ .  4. 

Grey-bellied Humming-Bird. l^ath.syn.

Trochilus lcucogaster. ? Lath. ind. orn.

Gold-throated Humming-Bird, f Lath. syn.

P e r h a p s  a  young female of the Trochilus mos
chitus. Length about three inches and two lines : 
colour on the upper parts gold-green, with a 
changeable coppery lustre, and on the under parts 
grey-brown: wings violet-brown: tail-feathers parti
coloured, the lower or base half being gold-green, 
and the remaining half purplish black, th r  side- 
feathers tipped with grey: legs feathered to the 
toes.

GREY-BELLIED HUMMING-BIRD.



Trochilus hvpoptnea. T. rectirostris fusco-aureui subtus albidus, 

rerticej'uscu, media gubc itriga longitudinali viridi-aurea. Lath, 
ind. om.

Gilded-browu Humming-Bird, whitish beneath, with browu 

crown and gold-green stripe down the middle o f the throat. 
Trochilus sfriatns. Lin. Gmel. «

Brown-crowned Humming-Bird Lath. syn.

T h i s , according to Monsr. Viellot, in the work 
entitled Dictionaire dHistoire Naturelle, is no 
other than an advancing young of the Trochilus 
moschitus, at the period in which it begins to quit 
its first colour.

B R O W N - C R O W N  ED HUMMING-BIRD.

C A R B U N C L E  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus Carbunculus. T . rectirostris sericco-niger, vertice cot- 

toque superius obscure rubris, collo inferiore pectorequeffammco- 

rubris, rectricibus rufo-aureis. Lath. ind. orn.

Trochilus Carbunculus. T. niger, capite collo ct pectore rubris, 
alis fuscis, cauda rufo-aurea. Lin. Gmel.

Glossy-black Humming-Bird, with dark-red crown and nape, 
fiery-red throat and breast, and gilded-rufous tail. 

L 'Escarboude. Buff. ois.

Carbuncle Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s  species, if such it really be, and not a 
variety of Trochilus moschitus, is thus described by 
Buffon. “ It is somewhat above the middle size:
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the bill, both above and below, furnished with 
feathers to the middle: the top of the head, and 
neck, are of a deep, dull red : the throat, fore part 
of the neck, and breast are of the colour of a deep 
ruby or carbuncle: the rest of the body velvet- 
black : the wings brown, and the tail of a deep 
gilded rufous colour.” It is said to have been sent 
from Cayenne, where it is very rare.

Mons^ Audebert, or rather Monsr. Viellot, in 
his work on the Humming-Birds, considers this as 
a  variety oidy of the Trochilus moschitus, differing 
merely in being somewhat less brilliant in colour, 
which circumstance, he supposes, may have arisen 
from its having been fumigated with sulphur *. 
In Monsr. Sonnini’s edition of Buffon however we 
are informed that though Monsr. Viellot, in the 
work above-mentioned, considered this species as 
a mere variety of the moschitus, yet he has since 
retracted that opinion, in consequence of having 
received some specimens from Cayenne which ex
actly accorded with Buffon’s description and spe
cimen. He therefore allows it to be a distinct 
species from T. moschitus, though greatly allied to 
that bird.

* Tliis pernicious practice, according to Monsr. I-evaillaut and 
other French naturalists, appears to  have done considerable in
jury  to many specimens in the Koval Museum, and is uow happily 
exploded.





t o p a z - t a i l e d  h u m m i n g - b i r d .

Trochilus chrysuros. T. xiridi-aurtus, gula cinnamomea, remigibus 
J'uscit, cauda topazina. y. \

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with ciniiatnon throat, brown quill- 
feathers, and tqpazine tail.

Bec-flcur a queue couleur do topaze. Atnra Par.

m
L e n g t h  four inches: Native of Paraguay.

w V . -  *V-------  , .

r e d -t h r o a t e d  h u m m i n g - b i h d .

Trochilus Colubris. T. triuncialis aureo-viridis, subtus albus gula 

aureo-rubra, alis caudaque purpitreo-fNScis.
Gold-green Humming-Bird, about three inches in length, l>eneatli 

white with gold-red throat, and purple-brown wings and tail. 
Trochilus Colubris. T. rectirostris vindi-aurcux, rectricibus ni

gris ; lateralibus tribus ferrugineis apice ulbit, gula Jlammea. 

Lin. Si/st. N at. Lath. ind. orn.
Red-throated Humming-Bird. Edxc.pl. 38. Lath. syn. 

Humming-Bird. Catesk. Carol. I . p i ,  03.

Lc Kubis. Buff, ois, Viell.pl. 31. 32. 33.

T his most beautiful species usually measures 
about three inches and a third from the tip of the 
bill to that of the ta il : the bill is black, and 
three quarters of an inch long: the crown, upper 
part of the neck, back, and covert# of the wings 
are of a most resplendent and variable greeu and 
gold colour: the chin and throat of a rich shinipg 
scarlet, changing, according to the direction of
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the light, either into polished gold-colour or deep 
brownish black : the breast and belly are white ; 
the wings and tail purplish brown, but the two 
middle tail-feathers green.

The female differs in having the whole under 
side white, without any redness on the throat: in 
other respects it resembles the male, except that 
all the tail feathers, exclusive of the two middle 
ones, are tipped with white.

The Red-Throated Humming-Bird is a native 
of America, continuing in the southern parts of 
that continent during the whole year, but ap
pearing in North-America in summer only. It 
breeds in Carolina, Florida, and even, according to 
some, in Canada. It also appears to be a native 
of Jamaica and some other West Indian islands. 
It remains, says Monsr. Viellot, in several of the 
high regions of North-America for five or six 
months together; appearing at New-York in £he 
beginning, and even in Canada at the end of May. 
In winter it migrates into the Floridas; and is 
found also, though rarely, in the Antilles.

Mr. Pennant, in his Arctic Zoology, has, with 
great elegance, collected, from the first authorities, 
the general history of this beautiful bird.

“  It flies, says he, with a swiftness which the 
eye is incapable of following: the motion of the 
wings is so rapid as to be imperceptible to the 
nicest observer: lightening is scarcely more tran
sient than its flight, nor the glare more bright than 
iu  colours: it never feeds but upon the wing, sus
pended over the flower it extracts nourishment
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from ; for its only food is the honied juice lodged 
in the nectaries, which it sucks through the tubes 
of its curious tongue: like the bee, having ex
hausted the honey of one flower, it wanders to the 
next, in search of new sweets. It admires most 
those flowers which have the deepest tubes. Thus 
the female Balsamine and the scarlet Monarda are 
particular favorites. Whosoever sets those plants 
before the window is sure to be visited by mul
titudes of these diminutive birds. It is a most 
entertaining sight to see them swarming round 
the flowers, and trying every tube of verticillated 
plants, by putting their bills into every one which 
encircles the stalk. If they find that their brethren 
have been beforehand, and robbed the flower of 
the honey, they will, in a rage, pluck it ofT, and 
throw it 011 the ground. 'Hie most violent pas
sions animate at times their little bodies. They 
have often dreadful contests, when numbers hap
pen to dispute possession of the same flower. 
They will tilt against one another with such fury 
as if they meant to transfix their antagonists with 
their long bills. During the fight they frequently 
pursue the conquered into the apartments of those 
houses whose windows are left open, take a turn 
round the room, as flies do in England, and then 
suddenly regain the open air. They are fearless 
of mankind, and in feeding will suffer people to 
come within two yards of them; but on a nearer 
approach, dart away with admirable swiftness. 
Fernandez Oviedo, an author of repute, speaks, 
from his own knowledge, of the spirited instinct, 

V. v m .  P. I. 22
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even of this diminutive bird, in defence of its 
young. “ IVhen they see a man clime the tree 
where they have their nests, they jlee at his face, 
and strike him in the eyes, commyng, goying, and 
returning, with such m y  f t  ness, that no man uvuld 
lyghtly beleeve it that hath not seen it."  Their 
nests are found with great difficulty, being built 
in the branch of a tree, amidst the thick foliage. 
I t  is of an elegance suitable to the architects; 
formed on the outside with moss, and in the inside 
lined with down or gossamer collected from the 
great Mullein or Verbascum Thapsus; but it is 
also sometimes made of flax, hemp, hair, and 
other soft materials. The female is said to be the 
builder; the male supplying her with materials: 
each assists in the labour of incubation, which 
continues during twelve days: they lay only two 
eggs, white, and as small as pease: the first is 
very singular, and contrary to the general rule of 
Nature, which makes, in all other instances, the 
smallest and most defenceless birds the most pro
lific. The reasons of the exception in this case 
are double: the smallness of their bodies causes 
them commonly to escape the eyes of birds of 
prey, or if seen, their rapid flight eludes the pur
suit; so that the species is preserved as fully as if 
they had beeu the most numerous breeders.”

This species is, according to the observations 
of Monsr. Viellot, of a tender and delicate nature, 
and cannot support the want of its accustomed 
food for more than twelve or fourteen hours at 
farthest. In autumn it frequently perishes, in
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consequence of having been detained by its late 
brood, at a time when the flowers begin to be de
stroyed by frost, as well as of its being weakened 
by cold weather, when it cannot execute the 
movements of its wings with the necessary degree 
of rapidity to keep it suspended while in the act of 
sucking the juices of flowers. In such a state of the 
weather it is observed to fly with less velocity; to 
perch often; sometimes to rest on the ground,and at 
length to die. The late broods are often exposed 
to this fate, and are found dead during the au
tumnal season.

Monsr. Viellot farther informs us, that having 
observed these birds often to perch on the dry 
twigs of trees, and wishing to contemplate them 
in full sunshine, he inserted several small sticks 
among the flowers which they frequented, and 
had thus the pleasure of seeing them, while sitting, 
dart their tongue into the nearest flowers, in 
order to absorb the honey from their bottoms. 
He adds that this species builds its nest on trees 
and shrubs, composing it of the brown down of 
the Sumach, (a very common tree,) and covers the 
exterior of it with lichens. One which he pre
served was on a red Cedar, (perhaps the red Ju 
niper.) The male brings the materials, which the 
female arranges. Both sexes sit alternately, and 
the brood consists of two eggs, of a size propor
tioned to the bird.

It is probable that the bird described in Dr. 
Latham’s first Supplement under the name of the 
Patch-Necked, Humming-Bird, and which is said

RF.D-THROATED HUMMING-BIRD. 3 3 9



to be deep brown above, and white beneath, with 
a bright-red spot on each side the neck, accom
panied by several small dusky ones, was no other 
than a young male of this species. This suppo
sition is confirmed by Monsr. Audebert’s figure of 
a young male, which perfectly agrees with the 
above description. See pi. 33 of Audebert and 
Viellot’s work.

3 4 0  RUBY-THROATED HUMMING-BIRD.

RUBY-THROATED HUMMI NG- BIRD.

Trochilus rubineus. T. viridi-aurcus, gula rubro-aurca, alis Jusco- 

purpurris, cauda rufa.
Green-gold Humming-Bird, with gold-red throat, purplish-brown 

wings, and rufous tail.

Trochilus rubineus. T . viridi-aurcus, gula rubro-aurca, alis cau- 
daqut rufis. Lin. Gmel.

Trochilus rubineus. T . rectirostris viridi-aurcus, gutture rubino 

nitrate, rectricibus rujis, cxtcrius apiceque fusco-viruli-aurco 
Jimbriutis. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Rubis-Emeraude. Buff. ois. PI. Enl. 2 /6 .  f .  4. 

Ruby-throated Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T his species, which is described by Buffon, is 
considerably larger than the Red-Throated Hum
ming-Bird, measuring four inches and a third in 
length, and is of a green-gold colour, with pur
plish-brown wings, and ruious tail with a slight 
gold-greeu cast 011 the edges of the feathers, the 
two middle of which are shorter than the rest: 
the throat is of a brilliant ruby-red, changing, in 
certain positions, into a golden hue. It is a native 
of South America, and particularly of Brasil, and
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is considered as one of the rarer kinds of Hum
ming-Bird.

VAR. ?

RuLis-Viellot. Sonmni fiiift.

Lc Grand Rubis. Viellot. pi. 27 .

This is described by Monsr. Viellot, who, in the 
opinion of Monsr. Sonnini, has improperly named 
it Le Grand Rubis, since, according to his own 
account, it measures less by about a line than the 
Ruby-Throated Humming-Bird, to which it is con
siderably allied. Its length is four inches and 
three lines, and its colour on the upper parts dark 
or blackish grey-brown, the wmg-coverts and tail 
gilded-rufous, the exterior quill-feathers edged with 
bright rufous, and the exterior tail-feathers with 
white: the forehead, and under parts, from the 
throat, bright gold-green, growing dull-blue be
neath the belly: the throat is of a bright golden 
ruby-colour. This species is said to be a native of 
Brasil and Guiana, and the specimen figured in 
the work of Messieurs Audebert and Viellot is 
preserved in the Parisian Museum.

Monsr. Viellot describes and figures, under the 
name of Trochilus obscurus, what may, perhaps, 
be either the female or young of the above: it is 
somewliat smaller, and is of a slightly-gilded brown 
above, and ash-coloured beneath; the tail pale fer
ruginous, with a black bar near the end, and tip. 
ped with white.
r  . l i r r  ■ •*#*?!. *»' -•»* *-•
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Trochilus mellisugus. T. viridi-aurcus, gula viridi-ctrrulca nitente, 

alis nigro-violaceis, tibiis pennatis.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, with glossy blue-green throat, violet* 

black wings, and feathered legs.

Trochilus mellisugus ? T . rectirostris viridi-aurcus, rectricibus 

tcqualibus carulcis, remigibus atro-cucrultscentibus, tibiis pennatis. 

Lin. St/st. N a t. Lath. ind. orn.

Trochilus viridissinms ? T. rectirostris viridis vividissimus inau- 

ratus, abdominc albo, cauda chalybea. Lath. ind. om. 

L ’Oiseau-mouche a gorge verte. Viell. pi. 39 .
L ’Oiseau-mouche tout-vert. ? Viell. pi. 42.
L ’Oiseau-mouche a poitrine verte. ? Viell. pi. 44.
All-green Humming-Bird. ? Edwards pi. 360. f .  1.

L ’Orvert. ? Buff. ois. Vert-dor<5. Buff. ou. lJl. Enl. 2 / 6 . / .  'i. 
Cayenne Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

L'Oiseau-mouche a gosier bleue ? Viell. p i. 40.

L e n g t h  about three inches: front and upper 
parts of the body green-gold, changing into brown 
according to the light: throat and sides of the 
neck fine gold-green with blue and violet glosses: 
breast and belly yellow gold-green : on each side 
the belly a white spot: wings violet-black: tail 
glossed with green: legs feathered to the feet. 
The female resembles the male, but is less bright 
in colour. This bird seems the same with the 
All-Green Humming-Bird of Edwards, with which 
it agrees in size. Edwards describes his spe
cimen as having the liead, neek, and whole 
body of a fine green colour, blueish on the under 
side, with a bright shining gloss; the upper side 
and coverts of the wings more yellow, and with a
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copper-coloured gloss: tlie quills brownish purple, 
and the tail dark blue. Viellot’s specimen was 
brought from Porto-Rico. Buffon describes his 
Orvert as measuring only two inches in length, 
and as having the belly white, and Mr. Lathairf 
mentions a specimen of similar size and appear
ance. It is therefore doubtful whether the Orvert 
of Buffon be the same with this; and a similar 
doubt must remain with respect to the T. melluugus 
of Linnaeus. Monsr. Viellot however adds to the 
description of his Oiscau-Mouche a gorge verte 
that the young birds have the lower part of the 
abdomen white. The Oiscau-Mouche tout-vert of 
Monsr. Viellot seems to be no other than the 
species above-described, differing only in being 
more uniformly gold-green, or with less appear
ance of the blue gloss.

RUFP-NECKED HUMMINO-BIRD. 3 4 9
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^Trocliilus collaris. T . rujus, suit us pallidiur, vertice undt-aurto , 

gula aureo-rubra pennis utrinque elongatit.
Rufous Humming-Bird, paler beneath, with gold-green crown 

and gold-red throat with the feathers elongated on each side. 

Trochilus collaris. T. rectiroitris rufo-testaceus, tubtus rufetccnlc- 
albus, vertict viridi-aureo, gula fiammeo-rubra, lateribus permit 

elungatis. Lath . tnd. orn.

Le Sasin. Viell. p l . 6 \ .  6 2 .
Ruff-necked Humming-Bird. Lath. tyn.

T h e  Ruff-necked Humming-Bird is of a rather 
smaller size than the Red-Throated, to which it is 
in some degree allied, and, like that species, is



found even in the high northern latitudes of the 
American continent. Its length is three inches 
and a quarter: the head is of a rich variable green 
and gold colour: the feathers on the neck are 
somewhat lengthened, disposed on each side in 
the form of a ruff, and are of a brilliant crimson 
or ruby-colour with a copper gloss : the back and 
tail-coverts are rufous or cinnamon-coloured: the 
wing-coverts green, and the wings purplish brown: 
the tail is cuneiform, bright ferruginous at the 
base, and brown at the tip, and the feathers are 
of a pointed shape: the whole under parts, from 
the throat, are blossom-coloured, or white with a 
cast of rufous.

The female differs in being of a green-gold 
colour above, and white beneath: the throat 
marked by several minute red spots, and the tail- 
feathers, except the two middle ones, slightly tip
ped with white.

This species inhabits, in great numbers, the 
neighbourhood of Nootka Sound, where the na
tives brought many of them to our navigators, 
alive, and fastened by a long hair tied round one 
of their legs.
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TUFT F.D-NECK F.D H U M  MI NO-BIRD.

Trochilus omatiis. T. sukfuscus ni/o-cristatus, gula smuragdwa, 
pcnuis colli eUmgatis rufis apicc vindi-aweis.

Brownish llumming-Bird, with rufous crest., emerald throat, and 
elongate*? rufous neck-feathers with gold-greeo ti|».

Trochilus ornatus. T. rectirostris liridi-aureus, tutius fusco-au
reus, crista rufa, abdmnine infimo vittaqvc traiuvcrsa vrojn/gii 
albis, infra aurcs utnnque pennis 6  sew 7 elongutis ru/is apice 
macula viridi. Lath. ind. orn.

Le Hupecol. Buff. uis. PI. FmI. (>-10. f .  3. Viell. pi. 4y. 50. 
Trochilus ornatus. Ruff-necked Humming-Bird. Museum Lere- 

rianum. p. 128. et pi. oppos.

Tufted-necked Humming-Bird. Lath. (yn.

T h i s  is considerably allied to the Ruff-Necked 
Humming-Bird, but far surpasses that species in 
the beauty and variety of its plumage. Its total 
length is about three inches: the bill is reddish at , 
the base, but black at the tip, and is covered for 
about one fourth of its length by minute gold- 
green plumes: the forehead, hind-head, back, and 
wing-coverts are of a bright gold-green colour: 
the wings violet-brown : the throat, to a considera
ble distance down the neck, of a most brilliant 
golden green, forming a kind of shield, as in the 
Topaz-Throated Humming-Bird, and appearing 
brown when viewed in particular lights: the re
mainder of the under parts are rufous brown, the 
rump and vent-feathers ash-coloured: on the top 
of the head is a moit elegant ascending crest, 
composed of soft silky plumes of a very bright



cinnamon or ferruginous colour, and on each side 
the neck, pointing backwards, and extending to a 
very considerable distance, is a tuft or series of 
numerous, unequal, lengthened plumes, of a bright 
rufous colour, rather paler towards the end, and 
terminating in a dilated tip of a deep but lucid 
gold-green colour. In the young bird these plumes 
are shorter and broader than in the full-grown one, 
and of a gilded copper-green cast. The female is 
of similar colour to the male, but more of a rufous 
cast beneath, and is destitute both of the crest 
and side-plumes which form so conspicuous an or
nament in the male. This species is a native of 
Guiana.

S46 WHITE-BILLED HUMMING-BIRD.

W H i r t - B I L L E D  HUMMING-BIRD.

Trochilus albirostris. T. nigricans, gula aureo-viridi pennis albido 

fimbriatis, rostrv femoi ibus crissoque albis.

Blackish Humming-Bird, with gold-green throat, each feather 

edged with grey, and white bill, thighs, and vent. 
L’Oiseau-mouche a bee blanc. Viell. pi. 40.

T h i s  Monsr. Viellot describes as a new species. 
Length three inches and a quarter: colour above 
brown, the crown of the head glossed with dark 
carmine-colour, and the back slightly gilded: bill 
white, with a black tip: neck, throat, and breast 
green-gold, each feather edged with pearl-grey: 
abdomen brown, but with a mixture of gold in 
particular lights: w i n g s  and tail T i o l e t  brown, the 
latter rufous at the t ip : wings extending beyond
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the tail. Native of Cayenne. In his Appeudix 
Monsr. Viellot appears to think this bird either a 
young or a female of some other species hitherto 
undetermined.

v i e l l o t ’s  H U M M I N G - B I R D .

Trochilus Vielloti. T . olivuicu-nigi icon* aureo-mtens, subtus al
bicans, remigibusfusco-violaceis.

Blackish-olive Humming-Bird, with goldcu gloss, beneath whitish, 
with violet-brown quill-feathers.

L'Oiscau-moiiche a ventre gris. Viell. pi. S3.

L ’Oiseau-uiouchc de St. Dotniugue. Hriss. ois. 3. t. 7 6 . / .  8. 
Trochilus niger ? i T . rectirostris rectricibus subitqualibui carport 

nigro subtus aurato, crttso albo, tibiis pennutis. Lin. St/st N at, 

Lath. ind. om.
Black Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s ,  which is one of the smallest of the genus, 
is described and figured by Monsr. Viellot, under 
the name of L'Oiseau-Mouche a ventre gris, and is 
a species perfectly distinct from some others with 
which it has been confounded. Its total length is 
two inches and three lines, and its colour on the 
upper parts green-brown with a coppery lustre: 
the quill-feathers of the wings are violet-brown, 
and the tail of the same colour, except the two 
middle feathers, which, as in most others of the 
genus, are of the colour of the back > the whole 
under parts, from the chin to the vent, are greyish 
white, and the legs are covered with grey plumes. 
The female differs from the male in being rather 
smaller, of a dull grey beneath, and in haviug all
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the tail feathers, except the middle pair, tipped 
with white.

This small species is common in the island of 
St. Domingo, w here Monsr. Viellot assures us he 
has procured several pair, with their nest and 
young. Each brood, as in all of this genus, whose 
nests have been hitherto observed, consist of two. 
The period of incubation is tw'elve days: on the 
thirteenth the young are hatched, and remain in the 
nest seventeen or eighteen days, by which time 
their wings are fully grow'n: they then follow 
their parents in quest of food: the nest is some
times placed with its bottom horizontal on a 
branch, and sometimes it is attached by its side to 
a perpendicular one ; and is externally covered 
with lichen, and lined internally with fibres of 
cotton: the male is extremely affectionate to the 
female, watching her, and bringing her food 
during the time of incubation, and afterw ards as
sisting in the care of the young. When the family 
leaves the nest, the young usually perch on some 
dead twig on a neighbouring tree; the parents im
mediately extracting honey-juice from the neigh
bouring ilowers, and feeding the young; either 
sitting by them, or on the wing, by applying the 
tips of their tongues to those of the young, which 
immediately swallow it with avidity, agitating 
their wings the while, and from time to tune ut
tering a feeble cry or note of delight.

Monsr. Viellot seems to suppose tins species to 
be the Trochilus tiiger of Limueus; but if this be 
the case, it must be confessed that the Linn&an



specific character is not very correctly descriptive, 
since it states the bird to be black above, and 
gilded beneath.
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Trocliilus leucocrotaphos. T. auren-viridu, mblus canus abdomine 

albo, Unea postoculan albida, rctnigibus caudinjuc chalt/beit. 
Gold-green Humming-Bird, beneath grey with white Wllv, a 

whitish stripe behind the eyes, and blue-black quill and tail- 
feathers.

Oiseau-monche au tempos blanches. A iura Par.

T o t a l  length three inches and five twelfths: 
from the angles of the eyes a whitish stripe of a 
line in diameter passing ttwards the sides of the 
hind-head, and beneath it another which is black
ish: the two exterior tail-feathers tipped with a 
whitish spot, which on the third feather nearly 
vanishes: bill red for half its length, and black 
for the remainder, and about eight lines long. 
The most common species in Paraguay. Male 
and female alike.
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Trochilus Maugeanus. T. aureo-viridis, subtus violaceo-caruleo 

nitens, remigibus rcctricibusque violaceo-nigris, cauda sulfur- 
cata.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, beneath glossed with violet-blue, 

with violaecous-black wings and tail, the latter slightly forked. 

L’Oiseau-mouche M augd. Viell. pi. 37- 38.

Tobago Humming-Bird ? Lath. syn.

L e n g t h  about three inches and a half: colour 
green-gold, with blue and violet reflexions on the 
under parts: lower part of the abdomen white: 
wings and tail deep violet-black: the latter forked. 
Native of the island of Porto-Rico, from whence 
it was brought by Monsr. Mauge. The female is 
rather smaller than the male, of a coppery green 
above, and greyish white beneath: the wings 
brown, the two middle tail-feathers green, the 
succeeding ones tipped with blue, aud the two ex
terior ones on each side green at the base, then 
grey, gradually deepening into blue, and tipped 
with whitish grey.
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Trochilus ruber. T. subferrugincus fusco snbmticuUiius, rectricibus 
later ahbus fusco-violaceit.

Subferruginous Hummiug-Bird, slightly spotted with brown,

with the sidc-feathers of the tail violet-brown.
Trochilus ruber. T. rectirostns, rectricibus lateralibus tiolaceis, 

carport testaceu fusco submaculatu. Lin. Syst. N ut. Lath.

ind. orn.

Little brown Humming-Dirti. F.:!w. p i. 32.
L'Oiseau-mouche pourpre. Buff. ois.

Little brown Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

D e s c r i b e d  by Edwards from a pair o f  specimens 
brought from Surinam. Length rather more than 
three inches: bill rather long, and slightly bent*: top 
of the head dull brown, spotted with bright brown: 
throat, sides of the head, neck, breast, and belly 
bright bay or dull orange: under the eye a stroke 
of dark brown, and on the breast some dark spots: 
back and upper part of the wings dull brown, in
termixed with brighter or yellowish brown: quill 
and tail-feathers dull purple, except the middle 
tail-feathers, which are brown.

* So as to render it doubtful in which division o f  the genus it 

should be placed.

LITTLE B R O W N  HUMMING-BIRD.
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Trochilus cristatus. T . aureo-viridis subtus cinereus, crista aureo- 
ccerulea acuminata, remigibus caudaque violaceis.

Gold-green Humming-Bird, cinereous beneath, with golden-blue 
pointed crest, and violet quill-feathers and tail.

Trochilus cristatus. T. rectirostris viridis, alis fuscis, abdomme 

fusco-cmereo, crista ccerulesccnte, tibiis pennatis. L in. Sysl. N a t. 
Lath. ind. om .

Crested green Humming-Bird. Edw. pi. 37. Lath. syn. 
L ’Oiseau-mouche hu p i. B u f. ois. P I. Enl. 227. f .  1. Viell. 

p i. 47. 48.

T h e  Crested Humming-Bird seems to have been 
first described by Edwards, who, in the thirty- 
seventh plate of his excellent work, has given a 
good figure both of the bird and its nest. The 
total length of the bird is three inches. The 
bill, says Edwards, is slender, sharp-pointed, and 
not so long as in most of this kind, of a black 
colour, and very little bowed downward: the top 
of the head, from the bill to the hinder part, which 
ends in a crest, is first green, and toward the hinder 
part dark blue: both these colours shine with a 
lustre far exceeding the brightest polished metals, 
the green part especially, which is the lightest in 
some lights, changes from green to gold-colour, so 
beautiful as not to be expressed by colours, or 
hardly conceived in the absence of the object: the 
feathers of the upper part of the body and wings 
are dark green intermixed with gold-colour: just 
beneath the bill is a spot of dirty white: the breast

CRESTED HUMMING-BIRD.





and belly are of a dark, dirty, grisled or mixed 
grey colour: the quills are of a purple colour, and 
the tail is of a blueish black, something glossy on 
the upper side, the under side more glossy than 
the upper, which is not common: the legs and 
feet are very small, and of a black colour.”

The female of this species differs in wanting the 
crest, and in being ash-coloured beneath. Native 
of South America and some of the West Indian 
islands. In its general manners and character it 
seems to resemble the Red-Throated Humming- 
Bird, being of a bold disposition, attacking larger 
birds, and expelling them from its haunts. It 
frequents gardens, building on the twig of an 
orange-tree or jasmine, and sometimes on the pro
jecting straws o f  the ropf o f  a  c u t tu g c  and if the 
nest and young be taken into the house, will 
follow, and rear the young in their state of con. 
finement.
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Trochilus pileatus. T.ftlscus, crista cxruleo-nitcntc acuminata. 

Brown Humming-Bird, with glossy-blue pointed crest.
Trochilus pileatus. T. rectirostns pallidc fuscus, remigibus rcc- 

tricibusquc saturatioribus, crista cccruka splendidissima. Lath, 
ind. orn.

Trochilus puniceus. T. pallide fuscus, crista cceruJea. Lin. 

Gmei.
I ’Oiscau-moucbe a huppc bleu. V id l.p l. Q3.

Crested brown Humming-Bird. Lath. syn.

T h i s ,  which resembles the preceding in size 
and habit, differs in being entirely of a fine and 
rather pale brown colour, the wings and tail 
rather deeper, and the throat rather lighter than 
the other parts: the crest is similar in shape and 
size to that of the immediately preceding bird, 
and is of a fine bright or glossy blue colour. This 
species, if such it really be, and not a mere variety 
of the preceding, is called in the'Gmelinian edition 
of the Systema Naturae by the name of Trochilus 
puniceus, but why a name so little expressive of 
the true colour should have been fixed upon it is 
not easy to conceive.
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Trochilus minimus. T . aureo-tiridis sescuncialis, subtus albidui, 
alts caudaquc violacco-fuscis.

G old-green Hum m ing-B ird, measuring about an inch and half in 
length , beneath whitish, with violet-brovni wings and tail. 

T rochilus minimus. T. rectirostrs, rectricibus lutrrulibus mar- 

gine extcriore albis, corporc viridi-nitente, subtus dibitio. Lin. 

Si/st. N a t.

G uainum bi minor corpore to to  cinere.o. R an. syn.

Least Humming-3ird. Edw. pi. 105. N at. Misc. vol. 12. pt.

4 8 9 . Zool. Led . 1. pi. O2.
Le plus petit Oiseau-mouchc. Huff. ois. PL Enl. 276 . f .  1. 

Viell. p i. 6 4 .

T he smallest of allythe genus; and consequently 
of the whole feathered tribe. General length from 
sixteen to seventeen lines, or rather more than an 
inch and quarter: colour on the upper parts green- 
gold, the quill and tail-feathers glossy violet-brown 
or blackish, and the exterior tail-feathers edged 
and tipped with white: under parts pale or whitish 
grey in the male, and dusky grey in the female. 
Native of several parts of South America, and of 
some of the West Indian islands, particularly, as 
is said, of Jamaica. It seems to have been first 
correctly described by Edwards; for on the loose 
general descriptions of Marcgrave, and repeated 
by Willughby, &c. no dependance can be placed. 
“  The bill, says Edwards, and whole upper side of 
the head, neck, body, wings, and tail are of a 
dirty brown colour, yet in the sunshine there is a
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small gloss of a gold-green colour, which strikes 
not the eye in common lights: the under side of 
the head, neck, and belly are of a dirty white: the 
outside feathers of the tail are also white: the legs 
and feet are black: the. bird, when dried, weighed 
no more than five grains. I  take it to be the 
same with the Smallest Humming-Bird of Sir 
Ilans Sloane’s History of Jamaica, vol. 2. p. 307, 
where he says it weighed not over twenty grains 
when just killed.”

The above specimen, from Edwards’s description 
ot the colours, appears to have been a female. 
The figure engraved in Sloane’s Jamaica is repre
sented by far too large for the bird, and is other
wise so ill executed as to be unworthy of quo
tation. The figure given in Brisson’s Ornithology, 
and repeated in the Planches Enluminees of 
Buffon agrees in size with that of Edwards. Those 
represented in the work of Monsr. Viellot are a 
trifle larger, or at least longer,.measuring abput an 
inch and five eighths in length, apd were ,brought 
from America by Dufresne. The gold-green of 
the upper parts is more .brilliant in these figures 
than the general tenor of descriptions would lead 
us to suppose; but in these birds, as in all others, 
considerable diversity as to the colour of. the plu
mage must be expected to take place in indi
viduals of different ages, and in different degrees 
of perfection. A pair of this species in the Bri
tish Museum are of a brownish green above, with 
but a slight appearance of a gilded lustre. They 
are reported however to have belonged to the col-
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lection of Sir Hans Sloane, and may therefore well 
be supposed to have lost much of their original 
lustre of plumage.

The nest of this species is described as rather 
large for the size of the bird, but this appearance 
is owing to its thickness: it is covered outwardly 
with lichens, and lined with fine cotton or other 
downy substances: the eggs are said to be of 
the size of coriander seeds, and of a dull white 
colour.
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