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INTERNATICNAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FPOR THZ PAR BAST

THE UNITRD STLTRS OF AMERICA, ot al
-y 8 -

ARAFI, SADAO, et al

Sworn Deposition(Translation)

Deponent; EOYASTXO, Kaname

Having “irst duly svorn an cath ., on attached sheat and

in accordance with the procedure fellowed in my country I

hereby depose as follows.

(1) I was born on ¥ay 21, 1897, nt N.. 1468, FUTASEMOTOC,
EASFIWA-MURA, ASO-CUN, KUMAMOTIO P 2feccvure. whi-sh .15 my permfae
nent demicile and whore 2%t present I am still living.
(2) The gist of my career follows:
In 1928, 1 graduated from the Army Cadet School,
For about 3 'years beginning 1941 on, I was attached to
C8aka Military Preparatory School,
From 1944 to the termination o hostilities, I held (as
a ma’>r) the post of 5he commander of the 126th Independent
Infantry Battalion and participated in the operations in

SOUth China -

fS) In June, 1944, my battalion, act ag in coordination with

the 23rd Army's attack on Luchow, advanged from the Centon
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district teo the TAISHAY area and -hence turning north northwar:

cperated in the Wuchow arca, a strategic pecint en the River
Sikiang. In this oporation, which began in the edrly part of
July, we made a forced march continuously for about a menth.
Owing to theuncxpectedly stubborn resistance of the encmy,
however, we wereo delayed despite our strenucus offorts for a
rapid advanze, and spent about five days lonecer then the

directed scheocdule.

In this fightiug,scorecs of our ¢ {iccrs and men wore
killed woundad and a large amcunt o 0t were consumed.

(é) My'Luﬁl;?lx‘ always buegn unde 1l rveirs of our army

commandecr and othcr suvw: I vh Tri1cors ccnoecircd to maintain

*

military diccipiir FrZwh a<ri¢ 10 8 ¢ nd severity. '

Ou; slogan brin Lnrze doi s of "don't burn, don't
E41l, and d4en"t vlandor.”™ I an a} lutely sure that no one in
tho unit virlated thoe order 3 horoughly diéd my men adhere
to the orders of supecrior oificers that I hereby state positivne
ly that absolutely no one undor my command cver killod any
Chinese, or ever &2t fire on any Chinese hocuses.,

(6) Athough this hes no dircct bearing upon the action of
the Japanese army, I may add in *his connoction that, wo
were then tcld that, in a valley somo 3ri’ (TN®*about 12%m)
north of TAISHAN, ticre wore a group of villagers Porming an
armed body, called tho SLNSHAHSIANG sclf-dofenSc corps and

lcd by mombors of tho communist traitors-slaying Party,
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that all the membe. s of this body, emounting somo 800, were
armed oither with rifles or with ievolvers and that they
constantly opmressed the neighbouring willarors.

(b) Late in June of the same Jear, my unit advanced towards
tho TAISKFAN area and then was ordered to march farther.

At that time, the coolies we had omployed in the Canton
district exprossing their desire to roturn Home, we gave them
sufficient wages, allowances, and even clothes and let them
€0+ The coolics the- »eloased con-is+ad of nsbout a half of
those who had Tollowud us from Cante- I hear thoat when
these coolics on thaiy ¥ay ncme passed ) ne s~id communist
village, they were aszsap?ce v the - . and were tootad,
massarcred sangured ., AL tacieuren Lthey retraated %o the
TAISHAN district a- OV v A NA e help uf the nelghbouring
Vill'lgul‘: g WI.l nnd besu cp 'S 230! +hne CL";Ta"":dI"iStS they
revenged themse ives oin their comm nisk enemy  and this
@ccasioned somo vleoodshe With _»2gard to this affalir, 1
know nothing beyond what I have said above because the

and
Chinese nalone were involved in the affnir,Aﬂinco we were
busily engaged in cperations to fulfil our duty to reach

WUCHOW as soon as pcssible, we were hurriedly marching

o°n. If any atrccity is reported to have beon committed around

TAISHAN, I am inclined to think that the report’by-mistake,

has mixed this gcecur.snce up with the Japanese action. 1

definitely state that not a single act of atrocity was over

committed by my unit.
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(7) By the above statement, I believe that the actions of

my battalion weore 0" purely military nature and included no
«
jllegal actions.

(8) I hereto attach a sketch-map, which I believe will make

clgar the situation ar ound TATSHAN,

On this 15th day cof June, 1947

at Tokyre

Decponents /8/ - 5K _' nam (seal) '

I, IMALTARLY Yositam®, horeby cortil'y statemont

sworn by the siznature and seal

with my conscience 1 swear o tell the wholo

In accordance

truth withholding nothing and adding aothing.

/s/ KOYASEKO, Kaname (scal)
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