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Def. Doc. #2140 Bxh. No. i ey
Translated by .
Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE F.R EAST

THE UNITED STATES, ot al
-¥8~
&RAKI , Sadao, et al
Sworn Deposition (Translation)
‘Deponent : /S/ .KDDMMA1-KYﬁZE (scal)

Having first duly sworn an cath as on attached sheet and in accordance

with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.

I. IJ KODiMi, Kyuzo, served in the War Ministry ag Chief of* the Military
Cervca

Service Section, Military Affaims Bureau, during the period between

March, 1940, and June, 1944. The duties of the Military Service Saction

covered ratters concerning military discipline, punishment, ,regulations of

various sorts relative to military service, and the proper duties of

individual soldiers, etc.
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1I. Inasmuch as discipline was the backbone of the arm
ities

as well as the-

enforcerent, 'I'hei__ L : t’

division comande;' d as welﬁbﬁ M&fSc@e‘ia and
chdef JUdlClal.{Jqu Uﬂp 28 a;LQne et hore and abroad in order
to give ther instructions through the Three Heads of the Army who never
failed to lay special stress on the enforcement of military diseipline,

Noreover, somctimed staff chiefs were called to a special meeting for

the exslusive pUrpose of enforcing diseipline.
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Appendix I, 1---3, are specimens of such $nstructions.

III. In Japan primary importance was attached above all to the streng- ’

thening.of comrand power as the basis of military discipline. DBY
erphasizing this point, {t was held, it was possible to keep the members
of the army away from poseciblc miswkchavior and to chonre for the better
the characters of those who had committed any such mig-bobharior. In
time of war, however, more irmediage and concrete measures were taken
in addition to this in order to prévent such mis-conduct as might result
from the abnormal circumstances at the froqbas‘well as the lowered Moral
standard of the troops owing to the increase in army personnel.

In the following paragraphs I shall describe measures taken by the

central anthorities in relation to those types of mis-conduct which are

|

now being tried by ™military tribunals at vafious placos.

IV. Education and guidance given by the military at the time viere as

follows:
El) Vanuals: --

Enforcement of military discipline and raising of morale are emm-
phasized in ¢ very manual. Especially, the training manual clearly points

out tho way thereto. It requires soldiers, right from their start for
the front, to be careful about the Taintenance of military discipline,
and the necoessary examplé to be shown to the natives in fighting areas
for the heightening of the prestige of the Japanese forces.

(2) as for international law and regulations, both officers an;:?;re
given necessary training in a sensiéle way. For instance, tgaching

concerning the Red Cross Treaty vas given in Nilitery Training hanual
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concerning guch cases as appeareq before the

Consequently.
the meagurog taken py

cases adequate

at 1argd to be useg a8 their reference Materiagl

and guide-bopk during thejr
Service at the front,

8 coMpilation being owned necessary,
out in 1938 (Skova 13) by the

» View of

Vas carricd ot

Inspectorate-ceneral of Nilitary Training in
to that

€xXperiences fained: up tire through service abroad,
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the sake of the enhallcement of rocreation facilities and adequate Methods

- of replacaweﬁt.

3, Articles brought back from abroad by the military Men and civilians
in the military scervice on their réfurn;?hﬁir homeland, were strictly
inspected and controlld by every unit, at every port'of embarkation,
landing spot in thﬁ howeland, as well as by the home unit, thereby to
discover and prevent breaches of discipline and, above all, plundering
in the battle~field.

(4) The copics of the.Inatructions to the Yen at the Front" v.cre dis-
tributﬁd in tho 16th year of Showa (1941) for the heightening of morality
at the front. As the war was prolonged, a fecar of the decline of Torality
and especially cf possible pluhdering and viclations caMe to be felt.
To Teet the situation, the said *Instructions® was coMpiled by the central
authritics and distributed in the naMe of the Minister of War. H®very
wilitery Man at the tiMme always carried a copy of it with hi™, and by
respectfully reading it day and night, exerted hiMself to co™ply wiih
the teachings given in it.
(5) In the 17th year of Showa (1942), a part of the ‘Ar™y Cri™inal Code
vas rovised by Law No.35. By this change, necessary provisions were newly
gdded or aMended in relation to Military offences, for the sake of the
strengthening and rigéd enforceMent of Military diseipline.

It ins_espaciplly notable in these changes, that the crife of rape at
the front was prescribed as a criMe for which "prosecution TMay be instituted
‘without any co™plaint by the injured party. I

(6) The central authorities gave several tiMes strict warning agaiQ§t
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private punishMents. It was applied to the treatMent of prisoners of war
and the nétive population as well as to Japanese military Men.

(7) Great care was taken by the central authorities as to the provention
of ffences and criMes against the natives. A.gpecial ter™ "offences
against the natives® was invented, and a statistic study of cri™es and

™ sdeeds. nas Made, to which the authorities called the attention of

every uniﬁ.

(8) The Nilitary Ad®inistrative Order was revised in August, 18th year

of Showa (1943). An ite™ was added to it that the order was to be applied
also to the forces at the front (The order No.l), and regiMent-co™ anders,
it was steted, should give lessons and guidance to their subordinates -

about the rules for treating the natives. (The Order No. 24)

(9) In order to pull back to the right course the Mind of sotdiers who

unaveres had becol’s dissipated through prolonged service in the field and

esgpecially through dirasters and dangers caused by fighting, ad &quate

considerations were taken for affording every possible collvenience for t

foreverdipg of letters end dispatches fro™ their ho"es, forWarding co™forts,

sending eut eniertain™ent groups, as well as for the proTotion of recrea-

tion facilities at the front,for instance, organization of fil™ corps to

Make visits and establish™ent -f Militery Men's clubs, etc.
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on this 20th day of August, 1947

' At INTFE.

DEFONENT KODAMA, Ky0z8  (seal)

1, INOUE, “asutard hereby certify that the above state®ent was

svorn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in

the presence of this Witness.
On the saMe date

;Lt Icm -T- F- Ei
Witness: /s/ INOQME, “asutaro (seal)

OATH
In accordance with ®y consclence I swearto tell the whole truth

withholding wothing and adding nothing.

/s/ EoDia, Kynzs (scal)




