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Def. Doc. # 2142 - g Exh. No.

Translated by
Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONLL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

UNITED STLTES OF AMERICA,et al
e

LRAKI'. Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition Translation)
Deponent :~ Y.MAMOTO Yoshio

Having first duly sworn an oaeth as on attached sheet and in

accordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose

as follows,

YAUMOTO, Yoshio 43, 2-chone Koenji, Suginemi-ku,

TO]Q’G.

l¢ Q. What posts did you occupy since December 8, 19417

Le I was ataff officer of tha Fleebt in the China Waters O
December 8, 1941, On Feovruery 5, 1942 T was ian the Naval

Goneral Staff and concurrently the Nevy Ministry. From

February 12, 1942, I was ordered for duty in the Naval Liffairs
Burcau and was engaged in studying the reorganizaetion of the
naval system. On July 14, 1942, I sugceeded my predocessor
TLKLT L, TO shitane, and assumed the post of Chief of Section
One, Naval Affairs Burcau, and held the said post until July
9, 1945« 4Lt the time of tho war's end I was Rear Admiral of

the Navy.

2. Q. During the wartime did the Nevy Ministry issue any

instructions conecerning the handling of the mrisoners of war?

dog . ors . Instructions were issued by tclegrams and corres-
pondence with respect to theHomdiiing of the prisoners of war,.
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3, Q. Wherc were these directed to by the Navy Ministry?

A. Hoedquerters of the Naval Base. Headquarters of Minor Naval
Station and Headquarters of the Flects

q. Uo you know where these original telegren were filed
Mo s ARG if they g{re now aveileblo? e _

L. Tho originals we:e in the custody of Section Ono, Naval
Affairs Burecau., Navy Ministry, but they woIc all lost in the

fire in the air raid on May 25, 1945,

| substance,
5. Q¢ ‘Wl Gan you recall A A their contents?

L. I can recall the following facts fran memory

Orders were
a) 1ssued on December 1941. The supervision of th prisonors

™ of war was to be in the hands of the srmy, and the
Navy was to_ administer them until they were tu.ncd over toO

the Army. sy B

- . TR e .' This way set forth in Regulations wel:
Pertaining to the Tpeatment of Prisoners of War, but the order

been made to call attention to the existence thereofs

b) Ls prisoners were captured in the southern cambat zone
from Jenuary 1942 to Februsry, instruction o 'i_u:l..saued to
transport them to Japan. -

¢) A4s there were quite & numbor of deaths among the prisoncrs
of war due to influence et the Sascho tcmporary prison camp

fran Docember 1942 to the spring of 1943, orders woXe igsucd
to the Saseho Naval Station two or throe times to mawc an

investigafion of the statoc of affairs. Moreover nttention |
was called respocting the food gituation, witeh was reported

. .
. d) October 1943, Direction . {ssucd to transfer to the
Anw;conaiderable qumber of prisonors from Saseho.

\
were }
g) December 1944 . lnstruct ionSh . igpued to make a survey (

and report -on the condition of the rrisoners of war held ‘
outside of Japan. The condition of the orisoners outaide
of Japan was to have deen voported in ascordance with theo
Regulations Pertoining to the Trecatmont oz Frisoners of
War, but due to the diPficuities ercountered in ~ traffic
and communications many of the reparts did not reach Tokyo
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anew instructions were sent out to make o survey. Bbspite

natructiona.reportsVdid not arrive,
still .
£)

March 1945, 1If Prisoners werc interncd by the troops sta-

tioned abroad they were instructed to turn them over to tho
nearest army units as Quickly as possible,

'
bs Qs Do you know where the

prisoners captured by the Navy wore
placed during the war? '

: 1
Prisoners captured by the Navy werc staw- |
» 4mbon, Macassar ang Haiphong, ”

the prisonera on Wake island werc first sent

1942, and later ono portion was !

red to the Army, and a small
O engage in ernginesring worksz, I also under-
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baul were sent to Japan ang q
turncd over to the arny . |
| 7e Qs Do you know whether there were Prisoners held in other area?
’\W 4y I do not know as there wer
| place,

recieved any re orts those nmaintas
| 8. Q. Had you R D thatythe Iﬁrirsonera in 1, oe wntained

‘ LA aroa
had been mistreated?

Al NO‘ "ray
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Je Qe Do, you ¥now that under date of August 21, 1943, the ldmerican
Government dispatch

ed a list of 40 names of prisoners on Wake
island whose whereabouts Wore unknown,

I"' +N0"l Ic d’(;“‘nﬂt-

‘-‘"'4. ¥ - h‘ -

10. Qs Do you know that -the American Govermment has made inquiries .
about the tidings of the priassners of war on Wake island ag
follows;
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Ietter dated October 8, 1943
Memorandum dated December 10, 1943
A ® February 14, 1944
September 25, 1944
November 1, 1944
March 15, 1945
May 15, 1945
July 27, 19"-15!

Le T reeeive pgv infozdation conserning such inquires.

|

I1d you ever see
lle Qe “:i7 i .r: any other inquries with regard to tho tidings of

the jurisoners on Wake island? .

e ——
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Le I do not recall any inquirdes Zrom any place other than the
reply to the inquiry from the Japanese Office that there were
& few priscners romaining on Wake island, which was made by
my predecessor in office in 1942,

12, Q. Wes 'thepe a2 - report fram Rear Admiral Sekaibara, Commander
of the Weke Gerrison, about October 1943, with regard to the
prisoners who remained on that island?

——————

f L, Report came directly to the Fourth Fleet, but @t the same time
telegraphic report came to the Navy Ministry, Naval Goneral
Staff and the Cambined Fleet.

13« Q. Vhat was their nature of the reguest?
bonberdaent
Ly At that time there was a @& picv. .. of Wake island by the
American task force. The situation was such that with the
continuance of the bombardment the landing of °  American

troops was expected, - in consequence the American pries -
soners of war "~ - ' + * thereyponstarted a mass
B riot, thereforc they were shot. That was the substance of the
S telogran.

14, Qe With respecs to thls,,i trsort of action was taken Ty the
Navy Minictry?
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he 4&s for the Navy Ministry it was not in a position to take any
direct mhsure 86 no action was taken. However, it was Watch-

ing what . action would be taken by the superior offi-
cer, the commander-in-chief of the 4th Fleet,

15. Q. Vhere was the headquarters of the 4th Fleet at that time?

A, Truc,

164 Q. Vihat was the condition of ' traffic and cammunications
between Wake, Truc and Tokyo at that time?

4¢ There were contacts by wireless, but sea-borne traffic could
not be conducted unless at considerable risk of danger.

17+ Qs Vas there any report from the 4th Fleet with respect to the
conduct of the camanding officer on Wake island later?

As There Wfrsno report whatever. From the end of 1943 the South
Seas islands were being attacked by the 4merican air force and
navy, therfore the 4th Fleet was exposed to severe.. desperate

battles.. In view of thy 4 state of affairs it was impos-
sible to press for reports and cause investigations to be made.

'18. Q. Was a court-martial set up in the 4th Fleet at that time?
ib. YBS., ' - S

19« Q. Did the 4th Fleoet take any step in putting this case before
the court-martial?:

i : L, &8 for the Navy Ministry its position remained indefinits
because thore was no report. .. Yith the capture of ths
various south sea islands one after another, the occupation
of Wake islandlccrme imminent and despite the fact that the

entire garrison was prepared for a mass sclf'-destruction,
there was no way in which the combined flset or the L4th fleet coulg

- rescue this garrison unit, " In view of tﬁes-e.—qj:remstance::
o RS LNt wd ceonldi mok sumon the ccmnand-
ing off:zer to the hcadquarters of the Lth flect for the

purpose of investigation, or to shift the cammander and place
him before & court-nartial for triale 5 T A L AN
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5. - Qi DO YO e toy Couman&er-OK“bu'  gtaff offlcer of
the Naval generél Stailf? |

Yes, L 4O

J.‘l-i

. In the early P
orelly in the naval affelr
word to Vice Adniral £D€,

21 . art of Gctober 1942,
Bnneau.instruct
on‘Kwajalein {sland,

y y

cormande

through staff officer Oxada or SOME
Navel General gtaff O axecute the prisoners in Kwajalel
on the spot?

au, Navy [iinistr

4. Apsolutely not. . 'The Naval Affuirs Bure
d with staff officer Okada's trip to the

south seas. gl nffalrs Burceu was not
.+ on Kwajaleln isla

aware that there vIET G

at that tine.
s orders OF instructions

As Tor the Navy it glways 1lssut
S abheolutely never

by talegrams Or in writing, end ha
s with verbal OTLELS. . A1 30 aceording

en Gy b a0 oy oGy
Lo ne 8evup in e navy tne Navy Ainiscry coith.d not
dizewt U0 Rear.ﬂﬂairal sbe
L] '

give orders OT insbructions
as uvle cormnanding officer O tne spot.

+s received 1N connection with the sinking o}

allied powers‘ nerchent ghips LY Japanese submarines in
the India; Oceen during the war cnd the perpetration of

atrocitles on the survivors?

0o, Q. Were protes

date and the nunbeT of times the

4 . I.do nob remember bhe
g, but we did _receive SOME s

protests were recelve
What steps were tokxen at the time of the reciept those

23. «.
protests?
A . The parties in charyge of the submarines were asked O I
an jnvestigation of those connected with 1T, Inasmuch

erations tle investigation wai:

tter {nvolved OP
>taff snd the fact was

as the na

required to the NMaval Gener

thoroug investigute But as they reached the coiv
se submarines were not in

“the Japane
jed tO guch effect TO th-

oa, . Vias &1y jnvestigation made after the war

the forcgoing facts.
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titled "Reply TO the Matter of the Merchanv Ship: sunk
in the Indian Ocean DY the Imperial Japenese Submarines”
nddressed to Col. Allen of GHQ, was our Teply. ‘

29 G. Who administered the temporary prisori camp in 0 funa?
L. Yokosuka Naval Station.
26. Who eppointed the superintendant'of the prison camp?

?’g

I 4o not know the details, but 1 think commanding officer
of the Minor Naval Station in Yokosuka under the jurisdlio-
tion of the Yokosuka Naval Station appointed some suitablc
subordinate.

27 « Q. Was the appointmont of the prison camp superintendant TC-
ported to the Navy Ministry?

A. Such a matter was within the province of the Yokosuka
Navel Station and no report was made ToO the Navy pinistry.

5. . What sort ol & report was made by the Yokosuka Naval
Stetion? .

A. There was & report on the‘pefsonuel in the prison camﬁ,
their nemes, ranks, and other matiers designated 1in the
Regulations Pertaining to the Hendling of the Prisoners

of War.

29. . Did you evel recelve any report that the prisoners in

the Ofuna temporay prison camp Were nistreated, or that
the »Trisoner patients did not recelve adequate medical

attention?

4 TWo. such report ever CAAE in during my tenure in pffice.

On this 15 day of Aujust 1947

At Tokyo.

Deponent /5/ vAMALOTO, Toshia(set

I, SOMIYh, Shinji, hevedy certify that the abov qLeiiel U WES
sworn by the Deponznl, Wi ariixed bidcsignature ana S

the presence of this wizness.
On the same Gavy, A5 whe seme place. |
Witness: - /s/ SOuLYA, Shinii ( cool)
O.IL‘-D.:{
' ITn accordanc? U 2 VI A K CONSCL 1SR T swyeewr Lo ell She wawle

truth withholding notlihing end adcang nothing.
_ /S/ V/idai0T0, Yoshio (seal)




