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— ce Forccd Labor for Profcssional Soldicrs: The editor stotes
ot many sinmilar letters hove been rceceivedes Once man cnlling himself
"Kanazowa of Shibuya jard" declares that because of the scerious drop in the
production of coal, the coal mines arc the best working place for the former
professional soldicrs.

"Those who took advantage of the Emperor's prerogatives and
indulged in haughty and arrogont crimes during the war arc thie professional
soldierses It was also thc professional soldicrs who upon the cnd oi the
war rcgorded huge amounts of munition articlcs as their ovm »rivate property
and ordcred his subordinates to carry them into their homese The military
clique has been disbanded, it is truc, but as individuals tiicy remain un-
punishecd,
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"The MacArthur Headquorters hns becn arresting wor criminals,
but we must demand the responsiblility of the cnomy of the people from a
different anglce One methed of demonding their responsibility is to force
labor upon them for 2 certdain fixed neriod, The idea is to choosc thosc
who rccceived military training ot the lMilitary Academy or Naval Lcodemy and
higher military institutions and who during the war cxercisced the spceial
privilcges of the officcrs in active scrvice, mercilessly handling thelr

subordinates who werc ¢nlled to the colors and trampled the people under-
foot and give forced labor to these former professional fighting men,
This is ncver meant to give eruel forced labor.,

"Of coursz, among them were some renlly loy~l men who are
worthy of being lauded for their sincerity, but even these men are thosc
wino cnjoycd the special privileges as officers in active sorvice and f£oiled
to punish the moral criminals of their factions, finally alloving the
country to bc ruincd. In this resneet, they arc also criminals, If e
arc to lct them go unpunished in accordance with the orient-l moral vicw,
tTo hate the crime but not to hate the man ! they will continue to be as
haughty os cver., & Demobilizod iinng" 7/~87 Corid-
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c. Labor Draft: The proﬁbunced lethargy of the Jépanese wople
since the war has led to difficulty in obt~ining labor for necessary industrie
In order to overcome this, it is planned to draft workers for the coal mines

and t0 add inducements in the form of increased rations for labor in other
fields. o

(Comment by ATIS)
"In order to obtain the required number of mine workers in an

effort to overcome the coal crisis, the Ministry of Welfare is determined to

exercise the Labor Service Order about 10 December when the Ministry expects
to find it imperative to do so.

"With the object of collecting a total of 130,000 miners, that
is, 60,000 hands by December and 70,000 hands during a period of January to
March next year, the Ministry of Welfare some time ago conveyed to the differ-
ent prefectures throughout the country the lists of labor allccations classi-
fied according to the category of coal mines and ordered the prefectural author
ities to complete the preparations to supply the required number of hands and
also go through liaison with the coal mines concerned by November 20.

"In addition, to make it easy for people to apply for employ-
ment, the Ministry authorities have decideéd to give ¥8 to ¥12 ver day to the
inexverienced workers and specially supply each worker with five go of staple
foodstuffs (more than twice =2 regular ration) on the average per day. Begides,

the authorities are making arrangements to give them other materials and com-
nlete housing.
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"In case the foregoing arrangements turn out ineffective, to
obtain the required number of hands, the Ministry of Welfare is determined to

attain the aim by resorting to a compulsory stev by issuing a service order an?
the basis of a Ministerial ordinance about 10 December.

"It is understood that the vericd of gompulsory service order!
will not exceed three months," =38 AS N5
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IT7 1 Peasant Youth Protest Against Being Sent on Forced Labor to Coal ifines -
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On 11l December peasant youth of four villages in COGAWA-Cun, KOCHI-Xen,
assempbled in a public ball in ANIYAMA Mura and resolved that before pea-
sant youth who -are now laboring hard to inerease food production are
sent to the coal mines &s foreced laber, villainous GIMBATS!U, State
officials, TOKKO's, and unemployed should be sent. They thon sent a
written resolution to the Ocecupation ferces lleadquarters in KOCHI-Shi
and to Japanese authorities in IK0CHAI-Ken. The written resolution stated
that peasants had to make the heaviest sacrifices during the war, the
GUMBATSU and the 7ZATBATSU misusing them in the name of the "mparor for
their own fascistic aims. | ' '

Japanese peasant youths wish more than anybody for a demoeratic reform
and are doing their share by working hard to produce food, Tt is
therefore unjust that the Javanese Government should requisition them
as iaborers in the coal mines, Bafore the Government requisitions
peasants, they should mobilize members of the GUYBATSU, ZATBATSU and
- KAHRYO, who have committed many crimes, and the vast armv of unem loyed
e Bt L R R e e s 73/~ 4 74 ’-"%9‘# L

The scarcity of coal has created & considerable stir in the country.
Forced conscription to coal mines has given rige to a storm of protest
from the young people in the rural districts of KOCHI Prefecturs. The
interested younz people in four villazes of AGAWA-Gun held a meeting at
AKIYAVA on 11 December and voiced grave objection to forced conscription.
They declared that coal miners should be recruited fronm among idle ex—
servicemen, discharged special policenen and jobless urban idlers rather
than the rural youn< men who are doing thelr best to maintain food.pro- °
duction. They passed a resolution strongly objecting to forced conscrip-
tion, The resolution, exposingz coercion, fraud and inmorality, practiced
in the past by despotic militarists and oloek-hesded bureaucrats, dec—
lares that 1% is hish time for the rural young peoole to free themselves
froem 'all wafair conscription. It is said that the resolution will be
translated into Hunglish and presented to Sunreme Headgquarters.

The KOCHI Labor Registry Office (KOCZI KINRO SHO) succeeded in dispatch-
ing 76'volunteer coal miners including 28 exservicemen. In addition,
they obtained 80 coal mining applicantas for short terms. Thege £0

miners started on 13 December for the MI-IKE, TAGAWA, KAiIYAMaDA and
FUTASE Mines. | Py S T ey ) WY A
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T4 1 Against Slave Labor - Provincial Ncwspaper HCK/OAU WﬁINICHI
SHIMBUN (huNAZaNA) in 46, - Translators K. Kete

SWrmary s

W ascecording to reoorts from TOKYO, the Government in order to
| 1:3~ conteract the coal shortage is making attompts to mobilize
v employees of the Communications Departiment and othor uovfrn-
* ment offices to work in the coal mines. We absolutely oppos:
50 3 this plan. That docs not mean that we are denyinz the faes
that the increase of coal output is an urgent need at the
mom=ent. On ths contrary wc will not be able to stand by in
idleness, if we consider how de»ply the shortage of coal in-
fluences thz life of the masses. Howavaer, it is differsnt
to recognize on the onz hand th- fact that thc increase of
coal yroduction is an ureent n2ed, an on the othsr to dis-
cuss the merits or demerits of this semi-eocrecive mobillza-
tion plan., Ve cannot consider the measures taksn 0y the
Ur”q“nt Government rizht, even if we are fully awars of The
cessity of inereasing coal sroduction. This new compulsory
mOLlllZutIUH does not differ in its fundamcatal principles
from the slavzd labor system during the war. Ve want and
need coal but if its production can be realiz2d only by means
of a system making slaves of the workors we are able to do
without it. ¥c do not insist upon our demands bacausz of a
feceling of sympathy for the poor workers, but we hold 7ast to
our respect for the personality of the working class and 1n-
sist uoon the abolition any sort of feudalistic labor slavery.
Where will you find the essenes of a demoeratic JAPAN, 11 you
override tinc perscnal rights of thz workers and {orcs .tnocm
into GﬁwpulSﬂry laber? Demoeracy means the cstoeem of the
pcrsonal rights of the masscs evin to the sacrifice of lines.,
One must not forszet that the d’TOCr&tlZatlfn of JAPAN can
only be carricd out with a long, fisrecs struggle. We critlie
cize thz attitude of thz pres: nt Premier SHINTH. Ri., who as a
representative of the bourgesoisie and of the »rivileged
classes shows no faith in th» democratization of JAPAN. On
the contrary he is hostile to it an? is cendezavoring to ob-
struct its aims. The solution of tne coal problem is
unattainable if it is to be managed by a Wourgcois Cabine
such as SHINH/..RA'S, #

The reason for the shortaze of coal 1lics in the lack of
workecrs, This results from the noor trecatment coal wor«ers
have received in thz past; the miszrable lifec of the coal
miners is describzd in the book Ustill alive" by Y. L. MOTO,
Yuzo whieh depicts the inhuman treatment they raceived. The
coal shortag: would immediatzly be solved if the Government
woere te assur: dzcent working conditions and wages to the
workerse. The emplovecs of the Covernment offices arec not

ablz to actlagainut this mobilizaticn for thay arc alre ady
strugzling under the bitter hardships of lifs and would be
afraid of losing their miscrable jobs. The Governncnt's
ethods are treacharous and mean s We resolutzly cppose it.
th insist upon the removal ol the LDourgeois SHIDEHARA Cabl-
nets The people must achieve the lncr*gﬂe of cual production
through their own cfforts. oy b= 7 e '
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: ,ith ‘the applications for coal
he work totaling only 7,900 as of |

1y, eompulsory recruitment of
%Iawvm is now geen imvitable |

. |Kyodo reports ]
S 1, if this trend eontinues, it ig fear. _'
. e8 that the applicstions by the end

é;__ﬂ the year will not reach the 20,

wal or half of the  scheduled _ .
.manpow-r, the rbportﬁdﬂad | . lem . in, 8 ;??“- tembe
B B will tery surrounding their iden-

' he | Hty subaeqmntiy was  dispelled.

| Early this gpring they were moved

accompanymg* | to be!ttor qunl‘f-ers in the Elgh h

Dotadana Declara- '

o ENS 4Ra < Year and addltwnal | T ' YT i

: :-' _ = ing. Ky . tcal life of free men in a cell bl STARS & STRIPES
h‘.! nrder to tide OVer the current | - aside for . ey, l 6 JUN ]946
e eaal crisis, the Government has of- | *E Chinese representatives said oand '

f!l’ld W’age increase and five go ra- | terday gome of the soldiers will re.

food to those willing | in in Japan to testify as witnes-

‘ 8 for th. prosecution in the war!

' mes trials. Eventually al! wilié

repatriated to China,

i
| Througlt an interpreter, hus ,;
. Captain Chen Keng, senjor offigyr
- of the group, said he was wounddd
and captured during the. battle of
| Loyan in Central China. With thou.
isands of other Chinese. he was.
| transported to Japan for mine work,
. He said that a; onhe time 300 Ameri-
can prisoners of war were also kept
at the AKita prison camp.

At the mines prisonery were re-~
uired to do hard physical labor
om 4 am. to 5 pm. on a degth
- Bation diet. Food was describedlias
“unfiy for animals.” From his pocket
the captain pulled a souvenir mo el
of petrified bread, apparently made,

of wild acorng mixed pwith gram
powder, - :

Lacking adequate medlcmals shoas
and clothmg to Keep them warm in
winter, the men died Itke ilies, “T'wo
nundred men were sick daxly, sald
| g. *Some days Seven or eight
. From August 1944 to a year
iter, 411 dhs-d ,In July a,lorse 19

edu :

Pleag . for better treatmant wept
unheeded, and the desperate captivis
decided to make a break for freedo
On the night of June 30 1945, th
struck down guards with pick axes
and ghovels, killing four. Other

ards fled to spread the alarm while

e Chinese escaped to the hills.

ie men had planned to stay toges

er, buf became separated in flight.
and within two days were Fecap.
tured,

Keng was sentenced to death, and
Over his protests the 22 otherg ask-
¢ for a similar fate, Impressed, the

Panese commuted the captail’s

ntence to life 1mprmonment 54

- neing his erom TWo {oFld
yYears.
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~ Hokkaido Engineer Gangs
~Probed By Government;
‘System Protected By Law

(By Internat'l] News)

The Japanese government 5
! vestigating a Japanese sglave-laborp
organization operating through labor |
: brokerg in Tokyo whieh holds more |
' than 15,000 glave-laborers ‘under
' primitive conditions in Hekkaido en-
- gineer'ing and construction gangs.

The slave svstem ie partially pro-|
tected Dy laws reseimbling prp—Civil
war runaway slave ordinances in
Amerieca,
- Bo-called labor brokers recruit
laborers in Tokvo and a few other |
large cities and ship them to the §
. north under a feudal bondage sys-
| tem.
§ The workers are kept from ru
i ning away. They slave in Hokkaidl
§ work gangs under conditiong de
1 cribed miserable beyond words. Omn
worker was reported to hdve beefl
{worked 10 hourg a day for three
vearg {0 find himself 850 yen in,
' debt paving for ‘the food and lodg. |
ing supplied by the companies,
Hokkaido labor laws recognize the
glave trade and protect the organi-
| zationg from greedy brokers. The!

{

: law states:

Reminiscent of “Uncle Tom'’s Cabin'
“In the transportation, (of slave.
 laborers), the contact man shall ac- |
- company the party and wateh over |
them. In case there are runawavs
the bounty and bonus of the gon- !
 tact man shall be cancelled.”
i The Japanese government investi- :
| gation, brough: abcut by the large |
number of deathe among the work- |
ers, culminateg recently in the ar-
rest of 123 company officials or
- charges ranging from unlawful de-
tention of workers, to violence and
murder. ﬂ
As vet only 2,000 of the more thar

5,000 Workerwen releaced g
STARS & STRIPES
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IN CREASE NOTE ‘ tf:;iii::f::ﬁo: e
IN SLAYE TRAFF I - However, it is ag;;rént that

the roots of the evil are ﬁrmly
/l/g( estabhshed and the traffic is.
0O

340 Boys and Gir nded |still flourishing.

Formerly these unfortunate'
ir | 1
in nf st Half of | 950, children were assignied to far-a

Labor Mlnlntry _Bgr.l . jmers,. but recently they are
| bemg contracted for work in

_ Humm traffic has revived in | fthe cities in restaurants, shops
the nation, reflecting the harsh{2nd other businesses. Thel
living conditions of the masses, | Laber Ministry reported that
- reports Kyodo on the basis of of 252 whose émployment was
a recent Labor Ministry Bur-lascertained, nearly half were

VQ.V- - lgitls who were put to work
- According to official figures, |, cabarets, bars and other

::ai;dt:&{:d‘gfo ‘tir%l:n igu:tf places where moral stundards
ary to June, this year. Iare of a questionable level. 1

The number of prefectures| Poverty-stricken families, ]
free from the sale of juveniles|8€nerally with a large number
totaled only 11 and those into|©f children, are chiefly in-
\which none were sold 14, the|volved in using their children
survey revealed, 'as chattel mortgages for loans

{ More youngsters were put on|to meet living expenses. Un-
;:sale in urban centers than injscrupulous brokers take ad-

Harm villages. ‘vant :
L Yamagata Preteeture topped the) antage of the ignorance Of‘

ist with 99, followsd by Tokyo and|the rural population to negoti-|

l‘ukuoka with 20 each and Nars 28. ate ]abor contracts and they
Kanagaws  Profecture, mesan-

while, led the list of human-buy-]0iten exacted heavy commis-

ing distriets with 52, followed by{SiOns or absconded with the

Chiba with 25, Saitama 31, Fuku-|
cka 30, Tokyo 28 and Osaka 24. loans after selling the chlldren

The number of bonded youngiinio slavery,

men and women above 18 years of Postwar J .
age totaled 341. Since a majority apan with her new

{of them were women it is helieved| CONStitution and civil code’

they were Sold to gay quarters. | guarantees ever rson. re-
Loans on the collateral of thelr Y, FOR

gervitude ranged from 10000 to ga{dless of sex or age, de-|
¥50,000 and its term fromi one to|finite  fundamental human.

il years. ,, rights. That child slavery is!

,%f b still existent is a tragic com-i

Sl mentary on the failure of all

% the people of Japan to under-

Vits’ S]ave Trafﬁc - ( [stand and respect the precepts|
‘f" i s f 0of démocracy.

Poverty is the basic cause

the evil and must be

eliminated through every pos-

sible measure. But the task

The nefarious practice of_
selling young boys and girls of
into virtual slavery under
long-term labor contracts con-
tinues in existence throughout . is a long and hard one. and in

~Japan despxte’ a widespread 410 1 oontime the central and
drive begun two years ago to’ logal governments with- the

destroy this evil aid of
private agencies must
- The Labor Ministry’s W jcarry out every step to im-

e and Minors’ Bureau re-.
g; nr;;lir réported that e arefplove economic conditions and
to extend social

indications of an increase in! programs to
the traffic. The bureau has|%% roy the traffic i children.

information  regarding 340 Every child in Japan must,
children being sold by th,‘.'rhe given every opportunity to|
parents or guardians on the &'9W and develop in the en-
basis of monetary loans made ' opment of freedom which|

to thent, Time of repayment,

is  the vital force of a living

during which the child is re- f?mocr]at;c society. - Long-|
guired to work for the 1er ahorl coniracts under|
ereditor, ranges from a few t“ IES wihich commits a Chlldk
months to as long as 16 years, 0. Potdage are morally and|
Only seven of the 340 cases *¢BAILY inexcusable |

reported were for a period of T:;:t such cc;ndxt..ons-as few
one year or less. In many as they may be in proportion

instances, the contracts are 1o ‘the total population—exist

renewed as the parents ﬁndiis a national disgrace which
themselves unable to repay must be eliminated, if the ex-
the loans. The amounts of the|Proes statement in the Con-
loans average about 10,000 yen,[Stution that “no person shall

with 50,000 wen being re- *;’- ;'eld in bondage of any
ported as the highest. sam €Xcepl as punigshment

- | for crime” = to have any
mg}cxenmth;lgzgter:::s " \trl;n meaning. It is also stated ex-
gl plicitly that “the people shall

prommence just two years ago,
not be prevented from ‘enjoy-
a natxonwxde drive by pohce.m g any A gy dam rital
cits undertook to round upji. s . . ' 4

Of - even one case of “sl
known brokers negcﬁating fraffic’ makes moceker; _o: T:z

muu parents and guardians! 8 supreme charter.

ﬂ the employers of such| 8CT 30 1950
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