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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIERUNAL FOR THFE FAR EAST

TYE UNITED STATES Qi LERICA, et al.

APFTIDAVIIT

- against* - :

ARAKI, Sadao, e% al,

S SN N

I, Shinichi TANAK', nake oath and €Ay as follows:

Were you once Chic® of “he Wirst Section (Operations) of the
General Staft o the Jaranese Irperial Army?
Yes, I was such Ironm JStooer 12, 1940 to December, 1942,

“aat was your ran!s vhen you assvied orffice for the first time?
I was Major Genev»al bui was premeted to Lieutenant General
in October, 1941.

D B> O

Do you know the dofend-nt A'"ira HUTO?

Yes. When I was Chiey of +he First Section (Overations) under
General SUGIY\ ‘A, General MUTC was Chlef of the Hilitary
Affairs Buresu, lie was oqe cf the 11aison men who did rost

of the work Letuzen tie War iristry and the Army General Staff

> kD

As liaisnn ran what was the nature of his work?

At the Genersl Staff o"fice the vork was mostly vaper work

concernineg mobilization. organization, operations, strategy
and "tactics. The Arry General Staff has nothing to do with
matters involving v.litics, foreinn relations and finance.

O

@ In the decision to underta're operations on Indo-China in
1941, what had the liar idnisiry to do with that decision?

A In matters 1- o vhat, military volicies go to the General
Staff from the ar -INistry,; but it does not mean that the
War Ministry rakes the decision. First of all the Prime
siinister, the Foreisn Mlnister, the iiinister of War, the
¥inister of Navy arnc the Chiof of the Army General étaff
anc the Chief of *he Navy General Staff'y, hold a preliminary
meeting and arri- & at 1 decision of national policies. The
decision of the Cabinet is handed down to the War Hinistry
which in turn contacts the General Staff on matters which
concern the Genersl Staff svch as military operations.

Q % o is sent down to the Arry Genceral Staff from the War
d¥inistry in order t- convey the policy laid down or the
decision made?

A In such important matters as the national policy regard-
ing Indo-China, the War Ninis ter would go directly to the
Chief of Staff, but in minor details the War Minister
anoroaches the Chief of the Kilitary Affairs Bureau and
he in turn will make cornections with the General Staff.

< Who would follow up the crder or the decision arrived at
At the confe ‘cnce which is handed down to the War %inister
anc which is vassed on to tle General Staff?

A The Chief of the General Sta®f will carry out that part of
national vpelicy as far as onerations are concerned. The
Chief of General Staff integrates the national policy inte
overations and strategy, ‘
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The Chief of the General Staff had been already included
| in the voreliminary meeting so he knows in general the
1 over-all policies and operations, For this reason, it is
easier for liim to inteprate the »noliclies into the onerations.
= After he comes back to the General Staff office, he calls 1n
| the Vice Chief of Staff and the four main assistants end he
requests the various assistants, after revealing his nlans
and policies, to bring in various details to conform tohis
plans. After such materials are gathered the Chief of General
Staff gives out the order for the actual carrving out of the
operaticn.

-.
=t s

-a.'I"-".'

} ' Q@ In what way does he carry out the ordér?
A

|

?

L,

Your section is i1 charge ol cperntinns and stratepy? )
Yes. |

- -’r—r—_c———. :
= &

Q As the Chief of il:e Gore:rgl Staff attends the conference that
makes the decisicn . why is the need for the War Minister togo
over to the Chiar of 5t21f and hand him the orders?
A The decisions arrived at the prelimisury meetings must be
aporovecd by the Cabiiec in order to make them legal and
binding. %vince th=z Chief o1 General Staff does not know
the decision of the Cabinet,; the Var Minister contacts the
Chief of General Staff. 2

@ Once you have vreparcd the plans for operation, to whom do i
you submit them? 1
A After the operational nlans are ccmoleted, they are vresented :
to the Vice Chief of Staff. iHe makes the necessary correction-
and in turn delivers them to the Chief of the General Staff.

Q@ Once it 1s received by him, what does the Chief of the General
Staff do abott 1t?

A He makes the neccssarv corrections and irmportant matters are
discussed with t‘n War Minaster, It 1s shown to the Viar
dinistry and if annroved the Chief of the General Staff will |
give out the ordp“q anc if theyv are important orders, they |
are first shown to the Var kinister, who will sign it if he |
avnroves. .

)

Following the I'merial Conference of 2 Julv 1941 do vou recall

if you were cdirected by Cencral SUCGIYANA to make onerational -
study on a carpaign against .alaya, Java, Borneo, Bismarck- 3
Dutch East Indies n’ "hilivnines? . .

A Yes., ‘ e s
i

Q +ollowing the Imnerial Conference of 6 Seotember 1941 do
you r emember if you were directed by Ceneral SUGIYAMA to

« Can you tell us if Generals T0JO, KIMURA and MUTO had knowledge
$g fgese instructions bv General SUGIYAMNA to yod in September
1941%

A Yes, for by the very nature of the ruiles and practices govern-
ing the relationship between the "ar Ministry, and the GCeneral
Staff at the time, Generals TOJO, HIMURA and WUTO had to know
and €id know of those instrretions, As I stated before, the
vaper work for the oreparation of the operation 1s done by
the Ceneral waff however, thc actual preparation such as
supnly and strrnp*“, ctc., was carried on by the War Ministry.
Since General NUT0 was Chief of the Hilitary Affairs Bureau

begin prevarations for operations against those countries? 4

A Yos, I was ordered to do so following the Imperial conference N
w:dch was attended by KONOYE, TOJO, OIKAWA, SUGIYAMA, TOYODA X
and NAGANO.

~ a

i
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of the Var Ministry explanations for the preparation
of the operation had to be made to him by the General
Staff. He was well infermed, esvecially on supply and
money ntters.

Q Was it tio duty of the General Staff to alert the field
commanders ooout the imminence of hostilities?

A 1If recessary, the field commanders were alerted by the
Generu. Stafi. 1< vasn't the ducy of my Section, 1t
was more in2 duty of the Intelligence Section.,

Q Foilow.~- ty» Imnerinl Conference on 1 December 1941 were
you cdlTolT e ol Lae nant day by General SUGIYAMA to draft
an aiar wrder to all coamanding generals of troops in
the 8avilh Jour Areas thnt war witn the United States,

Englana and Holland was immient and warning them that
hostillties saccid commsncs on Z-Day?

A I was direcicd by General SULIYAMA to write the order to
the fleld commanders ian ine Scuth Seas so that in case
war should breax cuat they would be ready. Actually,
SUGIYAMA issucd the oxdcr becanse his signalure was
necessary to make the c:ider valld and effective; but be-
fore the order could be wired to the various commanders
in the South Pezific it 2150 had ic heve the signatures
of amnroval of Generals TO0JO, KIIfU'RA and MUTO in their
respective canacities as War Minister, Vice Minister
of War and Chief of the Military Affalrs Bureau, It was
the customary rule in our office to obtain the signatures
of the War linister, the Vice War Minister and the Chief
of the Military Affalrs on those important orders before
they ccould be sent out.

When wv™» you so directed?

I am nov sure, thought I think it was December 2nd or 1st
when I was dlrectcd by General STUCIYAMA to write and issue
the order in his name.

o= L3

Q Was the alert ordcr sent by wire to the commanding generals
of all troors of tre South Seas areas?

A Yes, they werr cent that day after it had been sipned by
general <. 1 AMA,

¢ Did General SUGIYAMA tell vou what day was X-Day?
A Yes, about 27th or 238th November 1941 he told me that
X-Day would b~ Dacember 8, 1041,

/s/ Shinichi TANAKA
Shinichi TANAKA

sworn to ard subscribed before me at
Tokyo, Japan this ??nd day of 1946.

T. D. ¥White, Cant., AUS-0264083

CEBRPIEIFICATE

. Ogita, Yoshiski , hereby certify that I am fully
conversant 7Ith the Jananese and Znglish langvages and that

I truly end correctly translated from English into Japanese
and from Japanese intoc English the oath administered to
SANAKA, Shinichi, the nature and purpose ¢f which oath was
fully understoon by the =aid affiant,

/s/ Opita, Yoshiald
Ogita, Yoshila
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