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HEADQUARTERS
U.S, STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) |
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

STERROGATION NO.i{USSBS 466) PLACEs TOKYO
cAV. NO. 108 DATE: 22 November 1945
Jlvision of Origin: Naval Analysis Division,

Cubject: Japanese Submarine Operations,

Pecrsonnel interrogeted end background of each:

Commander FUJIMORI, Yasuvo, I.J.N., served 17 years as a permanent
c"ficers During the early part of the war he commanded two submarines.

''e was eossigned to the Naval Generzl Steff from June, 1943 to August
1945,

“here Interviewed: Nevy Staff College,

Interrogator: Captain Steadman TELLER, U.S.N,
Interpreter: Lt, Comdr, Seymour MILLSTEIN,'USNR.

dllied Offlicers Present: None,

SUMMARY

Commander FUJIMORI commanded the submarine RO=-60 at the outbreak
ol wer and was engeged for a2 short time in defensive patrol east of
the MARSHALLS., He then took command of the mineleying submarine I-
1"1Ls The I-121 wes scheduled to fuel Japanese potrol planes at
FPHENCE FRIGLATE SHOALS prior to the attack on MIDWAY 4 June 1942 but

#~s prevented by the presence of our patrol pleanes and a seeplane
tonder in thet orec,

In Augrst 1942 the I-121 received minor damage from atteck by two
c:rrier type aircraft north of the SOLOITONS and next day missed two
opportunities to ettack o carrier thought to hove been the SARATOGA.
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TRANSCRIPT

;o In whet operations did the RO0=60 engcge while you were her commande
ing officer?

"« The RO=60 was in a submarine squadron operating from the MARSFALL
-.CLLNDS 1in defense of that arca at the outbreak of wer, A total of 6
cubmerines were emploved in patrolling three arees o distence of 400
to 60C miles to the eastwerd of the MARSEALLS., One arez was located
rcross the line between the HAWAIIAN ISLLNDS and the MARSHALLS, a
seccond wes locetedtc the south of this, and the third arce was located
to the north. All areas were 200 miles wide and located on a rovgh
circle 500 miles from KWAJALEIN. One and sometimes two submarines
were cssigned to erch arca depending upon their eveilebility. There
Wes elso a2 petrol cestablished between BAKER and HOWLAND Islands, My
submerine took part in both patrols fronm early December untll I left

her Toy JAFAN on 26 December, 1941, We hed no sightings or other
experiences of note,

Qe Whet wes your operetional experience as commandling officer of the
submarine I-=121¢%

li The I-121 was a 1400 ton minelaying submarine built shortly after
world Wer 1 according to g Germon design. I took command of her on

15 Januery 1942 ~nd shortly ofterward proceeded to DAVAO in the PHILIP-
PINES., 'e opercted between DAVAO and KEND/RI to protect ships making
passege along that route. e would usually patrol about 300 miles
northeest of MOROTAI for the purposc of intercepting Lmericen submerines,
We hed no redar nor any mecns of cdetecting underwster sound signeols
from your subnerines so wc depended on our lookouts. /ALt times we . would
intercept redio-tclcphone trensmissions from your submerincs. ‘e COn=
municeted with our tender by medium weve radio.

Shertly efter arriving ot DAVAO we experienced trouble with our
minclaying equipment so rcturned to JAPAN for repalrs, Lfter repepir
e left JAPAN on 2 April 1942 with a lord of 40 tons of aviation gas-
oline and 12 tong of oll for servicing ovr flying bosts at FRENCH |
FRIGATE SEOLLS in conncection with their scouting operations scheduled
for the eattack on MIDAY., We proceeded via the MARSHALLS snd arrived
crf FRENCH FRIGATE SHO.LLS on 26 May (TOKYO date), Our I'lying boats
were scheduled to rendezvcous with us betwecen 25 May and 1 Jone fop
fuelings %hen I arrived I sightcd a small seaplane tender in the -
cnchorege and observed your patrol seaplancs in the arca most of the
aye & had to remain submerged during the day but at night I sur-
Faced and reported the situation to our brse at KMAJALEIN. e had no
c¢ircct radio comrmunication with our plenes but sincc they did not ap-
pcar during the time we spent in vicinity of the shoals I presune that
the besc instructed them to cancel the fueling operstion. About 1
June we left that arca and procceded in = gencrel westerly direction
slghting your patrol plancs deily and Just after sunset on 6 Jine we
silghted an Anericen subnarine, That submarine was southwecst of
LISILNEKI Islend end on a course northesst. I had no torpedoecs so
could do nothing about it. We had no further experience during the
Battle of MIDVILY and recturncd to JfJ.PANt

Qe "hat cvcents occurred during the renainder of your crulse in the
I1-121%

Lie & left JAPAN ond went to the SOLOMON ISLANDS wherce I cruised -
around quite 2 bit but had no particular expericnce exeept TO bombard
your eirfield at GUADLLCLNLL threce times and an encounter with a car-
rier which I believe was the SARLATOGL. At sunriseoabout 24 August
1942 I wes in position abocut 175 miles bearing 040° from SAN CRISTOBAL
Islends The I-121 was on the surfeace when I saw two carricr type air-
plenes, Ve were rather slow in diving and the hull was onlv 20 fect
under the surface when the plenes dove and droppcd depth bombs or
charges naking two ncar hits on the after portion of the hull, We

tock quite o bit of water in and the submarine was forced down stern
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first., e werec able to trin the ship however and proceeded toward
SULDLLCANAL. The next morning at 0600 in position about 150 miles
northeast of SAN CRISTOBAL Island we observed a cerrier, which I
believed to be the SARATOGL, in the act of launching aircreft. ©Ohe
was 8,000 meters due north of me, and heading eest screened by four
destroyérs. Shortly afterward the carrier made o wide sweep to port?
nnd steadied on a southerly course passing 10,000 meters to the west
of the I-121, about 0900, I was not able to get a shot at her from
cither position and returned to GUADALCANAL Arca.
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