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MARIAN EXHIBITION
at
the Salesian Missionary House Shaukiwan
Hong Kong open to the public from
September 13th to September 28th

9 to12 a, m.,and 3 to 7 p. m.
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For the triumph of the Church -for
the re - establishment of peace - the
Pope invites the Catholic world to ad-
dress ite supplications to Mary invok-
ed under the title
“HELP OF CHRISTIANS”

The world to-day . . .“awaits, with faith in the powerful in-
tercession of Mary IHelp of Christiang, the hour of a resurrection
corresponding to the principles of justice and of true peace”.

PIUS X!l *SUMMI PONTIFICATUS".

The title ““Help of Christians” is distinguished from all
other titles which Mary possesses, beeause it nuts in relief Her
special form of mediation, the most characteristie, the most evid-
ent, which She exercises in favour of the Church and ils visible
head, the Pope. This is to be noted in times of particular difliculty,
when the diabolical forces of mankind assault the Chureh in the
person of its visible head, the Pope,

The suitability of the title “Help of Christiang” is shown
from the history of its origin and the Liturgical cult of whieh it i
the object. In fact, devotion to Our Lady under this title spread
automatically after the victory of the Christians against the Turks
on the waters of Lepanto, near the island of Curzolar on October
7th. 1571, during the pontificate of Pius V.

After the second victory against the Turks at Vienna in
1683, the devotion to Mary Help of Christiane increased with re-
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newed vigour. Also at that time there was founded an association
in Her honour at Monaco in Bavaria.

It was Pius VI who instituted the feast of Mary Help of
Christians to be celebrated on May 24th., as a special act of grati-
tude to Mary through whose intercession he was liberated from his
imprisonment by Napoloen Bonaparte. He returned to Rome a-
midst the exultation of the whole Catholic world on May 24th.
1814.

The title Help of Christians and the feast in honour of that
title are of the greatest actuality in these sad and tragic post war
times. To-day as never before Satan and his satellites wage a con-
tinual war against the Church, the Pope and the individual chris-
tian. The attacks of their eloguent and digintegrating propagan-
da are directed against the efforts of the Papacy, the Catholic
clergy and religion in an effort to undermine the fundamentals of
the christian life, and to engulf the bark of the Churchin the
ocean of nco-paganism and materialism. With the spreading of so
many evils, there springs from the hearts of the Christian people
the wish that the liturgical feast of Mary Help of Christians be
extended to the Universal Church.

We have now arrived at the hour of Our Lady in which She
- the Help of Christians - must veveal, as at Lepanto, as at Vienna
and during the imprisonment of Pius VII, Her powerful interven-
tion in favour of the Church and its visible head, the Pope.

Special reasons which seem to indicate that Pius
XII is destined by Providence to extend the feast of
Mary Help of Christians to the Universal Church.

Piug XII was econseerated Bishop by Pope Benediet XV on
May 13th. 1917, the day of the apparitions of Qur Lady at Fati-
ma. These apparitions were the epiphany of Mary Help of Christ-
iang. In fact Mary with these apparitions has given us a new
example of Her interest in the welfare of the Church, the Pope
and the Christian people.

Pius XI1 in His first eneyelical “Summi Pontifieatus” invo-
eated Mary Help of Christians with particular devotion.

It seems proper and pngeible to state thatas Pins V
originated devotion under the title “Help of Christiang” and Pius
V11 instituted the feast of Mary Help of Christians, so Pius X1I,
happily reigning, may be assigmed by Providence to extend to the
“universal Chureh the feast of Mary Help of Christians.
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