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2 In arder to undorstand Marquis KIDO's position, I
bolieve it reclevant to cutlino briefly the events concerning
the Doclino cof Political Party Influences in Japanese Political
Circlos,
Whon I was elcoted tc the House of Roprosontatives for

the firet time in 1928, it was tho hoy=day for political

with the universdl manhrod suffrape system being

by abeolishing the taxe-payment restrietion. The LArmy

askance at this now political ovolution, having
cstablishod its influence firmly as it did since the Moiji
Rostorntion of 1868B. As might bs anticipatoed, the militarists
made a back-hit at tho political parties. It was lovelled nt
the HAM/LGUCHI Cabinet, n narty Cabinet, in 1929 accusing if
of an infringeament of the preorogative of the nigh command
1n cencluding the Londosn Naval Treatve The London Naval Treaty
quertion served as ipn i0r o goneral attack on tho
pclitical narties by tho milita With the
bRotmilitarist onslaught against the peclitieal partios
rathored memontum until it began te bo >verwhelming, carrying

cverything bofore ite DBy m~bilizing tho Rosorvists Lssoe

ciation, wh~ 8 53 mamborshin of Army Rasorvists was sproad

wrmy nnt only made solaborato
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preparations for crushing the ptlitieal parties, but also

lot loonse increasingly vigorocus propaganda warfars against

the latter. Such was tho fury cf the militarist onslaucht
peclitical parties beceme helpless. A4All partymen c¢ould

te virdicate thoir pesitimn, still loss teo h~14

a

“arch Tncident of 1931, Octobo

15th Incident ~f 1932 and

r ancthing in gquick

o

1Y,
~id

lenchurian Incident,
cemergonce of a party Cabinet was
armye This attitude of tho LYMY
In the svstom i niting the
Scrvices to Army and Navy officers,
promulgation
crganizatior
perf ormance
surrzndere.
rd for the adopticn of a svetam of
the Fichtin-~ 'rom among
influcnces,
svstam.of limiting theo
army and Navy »fficors

sorvice was abolishod undertre YLMLMOTO Cabinct in
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until in terminating the war in Lugust, 1945, the Empcror

—

T""
:

°>r the first time enfrrced his will on the zovernment.

It was very important for the Enperor to have a wolle

ncec

understanding of current ovents, r which pnint
Keoper of the Privvy Seal had tc
the Emporor informati-n op

S '!'i"‘t ]t’};:’?lly IWI""','jf_E > ) but faf't‘;r }‘r'r

be came the

3
by carrying

~ffi1cial

bcrth hme and
nll rthar quosti-ns.
ch will show
pDUrnD-
the Privy Seo

"peratinn and ev
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in frrmation I ecbtainsd in number-us c~nversatisrs I had

with him are nas follows:

I rften haard Pyr-m dinrguis ¥YIDO during my many vears

"f ®mcgqueaintanceship with him that his basic idoca ubutt

cf constitutic
when the drive for a now
by Prince KONOYE was catching a
with M juis FIDO n) uregcd
the n~rmanl

et ATA N |

AV FRS

governmont co~uld
recovored its lost
118 ef'fect;
us grcups which want tc
of a now p~litical party
ono group 1s trying
~1ld ones; ancrther with
te form a Nazified party
"ne party principleo; and still

the centocr ~rn ondorvroring.
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I

form o party. Aftor 2l1ll, it is impossibleo to oxpect thom

tc come to an agrooment. Even if they co, it will be of nr

use, in case the sc=-called new pclitical party carries faver
with the Army. On the contrary, if it is against the Army,

the latter may p~ssibly launch a coup=~d 'otot immecdiately.

Anyhow, the mest crnuticrns preparaticns will be calle? fore”
The questi~n was drrppec by Marquis KIDO ns he became Lord

Keepar ~f the Privy Seal within a few woekss On that

~ecesicn in May 1940, hewever, I was able to fully understand

Marquis FIDO's ideas ab-~ut the Diot and political parties,

I algs~ “iscerned that the lMarquis frcresaw the meeaning
lecgsness andc imprrtance of what later cmergecd nos the
Y~kusnn Xei (Imperinl Rule JAssistanc ' ’“Ciflti"n), which
was later set up becausc nf the possibility of military
influence., 4t the same time, the Marquis who crrroctly

the roeal value »f the Army's prliticeal influence held

that such a party it would crurt a rovoluti~rn 2t ~nce <Tc

' with an~ther "force". Thorefrre, 1

~vorthr~w this "frreo'
rnow he »o¢lkked *his brains tr esteblish real parliamentary
ccvernment in Jaoon, by gzgradually restraining the Lrmy.

Loter, Marquis ¥IDO's Diet-first idea was fully manifested

in an episrde, which tock place toward the end ~f the TOJO

Cabinet in 1944 when Japcn lecst Saipan to Americn, so that
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her eventual “efeat wans manifest te overybody, At that

time, I keenly felt 1t meaningless to exact further gacrifices

from the pecples I thought that the situation could not Dbe
saved with-ut the TOJO Cabinot resignation en bloe. DBut thero
was nc way -f giving oxpressitn to the public opini~n as there
{s ncw, nor was the Diet o proper corgan f~r dencuncing General
TOJO, béidng reduced tc his puppetl aos it was., 1In conseguence,
I nrrived at a ernclusi~n that the cnly way available f~r
averthrrwing the T0JO Cabinet wruld Dbe t- roquest lMarquils
KIDO, then Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, tc potition the
Emperor for Imperial 1nt tion arainst the Cabinet.

Theref -ro, 1 roa che farocuis LK1DC with the request, which

h~wever, was , jected by hj 1t w-uld be 2a Court

gevernment ho A 1! Lo peo \de the Empercr to charn~ec Tl~

Cabinet rn the var: a Lord Keeper of the Privy Lcal.

The Marquis

"T¢ 48 only ~n the flioor cf the Die¥ that ~no can express his

p~litical cpinicns lawiully If the Diet is to be really

crncerned ~ver the wo . g it shruld take actirn,

expressing its laeck of cc ""7-nce in the Governmente"

I was ashamed thn he Dict men, including myself were spinelesc,
:

while str-ngly impressed with Marquis KIDO's idea about the

Diet agoin.
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Marquis KIDO's Mental Attltude in Reermmending a

Succeeding Prime Minister to the Throne was reveanled t¢o m®

by him rn many rccassicnse,
I had froquent conversations with Marquis KIDO aftor his
assumpti~n of th2 pest of Lord Keecper ~f the Privy Scal during
Cabinet change, so that I was ac n g2t acqueintod

L~ut the Cabi igs KIDO"':

e - ﬁn v - "’1 - .
. ’ - 'S F

rcr;*‘;r‘”iﬂin“‘ the :xl“?‘I’tf,".

GAKI, which

: &2 ILO I'I,‘._l L‘; 1

SUCCCO!
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at many Cabinot changes, vput he failed t- be chrsen.

myse 1f always supported Genernl UGAKI as candidate for the

succeoecdins Prime Ministor on th~so .cccasinns whon he was

menticnod. ya the strengcth of my interviews with Mdarquils
Goneral UGAKI with an

sreainst or in faver ~f tho

-

latter., But he was | -imistic abrut the prssibility cf the

anti-UGLEL Arny facyisn supporting Goner~l UGARI, Dby changing
its formor £t~ the Throne
c~ncurrontly

in 1937 when the

Goneral UGLKI was c~mmanied

by the ILmper: . I succeeding Cabinet, but his effrris

ferm & new Carinet enocl n a failure, as

Army (s

Cabinct

mcvement r moxing U UGAXI f rm =

c~ulid nHbt be ndmitted that

t~ Goneral UGLKI disappearecCe

him, Marquis KIDO arg

-

foyr Gonernl UGLFI to form & nNewW

1

the roos-n hy the Mnrquis crntonded

k

imprssiblo Tr° recommend Goneral UGLKI 0o t ho
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Throne as succeoding Prime Minister., 4 scction cof tho publice
charged that Marguis KIDO during his tenure of office as Lord
Keeper of tho Frivy Seal dolibterately cpposed the choice of
General UGLXI as succending Prime Ministor from his ill feeling
taward tho l"tier, but this is n~t only a gross misunderstanding
of the fact, but alsec 2 manifostaticn eof utter failuras to
appreciate the pain taking preparations mace by the Morquilis 1n
reccmmend inz a succ ing Primo Minister tc tho Thrones

frem my own expericnce and
~bservatirns, and from informaticn I ~btained from others
that Marquis KIDO scrupulously anc ¢
rogpect frr lawe 1 know of my cown =& wleodge that in expectaticn

Ll A

thant State offairs be conducted by the Emperor on cocunsel offornc

by the Minikcer of State, and military affairs cn the c~unsel”

cffered by thc osponsible military and naval wugth-ritios,
during hi cruj ¢ cffice as Lord Keeper cf the rrivy 2°

- e

tecok every possible care not To offor advice tr the Imporcr
sn political and military affairs unless requestec by tho
b

Empercre Handic2appo!

tn terminato hostilisi
I am n~t sure when Marquis XIDO began to believe in Japan's

inovitable defent, but I nover lLeard him say that’'the war wouvld
end in a victrery for Japan, I met him scores of timos

about now and when pen oG

cause of peace after the
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Prtsdam Declaraticrn woere inspiring te others, Immedictely
after informatirn en the Potsdam Declaration was rocedved I met

him when he asked me abeout the trend of publiec ~pinion,

Sctting aside crppesition tho Army might ~ffer te peace moves,

wonderecd what attitude the pecple would take in case

suddenly breught face to face with Japan's
surrender c¢onirary to the vicinry sctory with whiech they had
hithertr beaen Zed by thh Army's fake propagandee 1In roply,
I advised h:m L0 take pcace mcves wiltaf a moment's delay,
agssuring him that therc would n be a singzle Japanesc
of a continuance of the ware l also had an intarv¥Yiecw
immodiately after atomic bombs were drcopec on

tnld mo he wns wvery much

circlos were st®ll advceat.

nding imericans

On that

under the

. '
tances be pursuod at the risk cf ©onc s

cf adhering to legal provisions or usago

.

- 9

country was to be saved from hol inmpenling..raig.
Sectting aside tho questicn how he had made up his mind 12t that
time, it was n-t lcng bef re Japan surrencoroc unconditicnally,
thanks tc Imperialintervention. The extracrdinary cffcris a nd

ivities, put forth by lMarquis KIDO, were responsibole for

is now will known to all Fapanoses
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In shert, from my assrcintion with him, from hils acts,

eonduct and speech and frem opinions cbtailnec from cothers

whe know him well, 1t 1s my firm belief that Marquis KIDO

wisdom, beling a

pacifist, and ocut anc in parliamentary

~overnmente

R — - —— =

I, HOZUMI, Shigeta®a, hereby certify

R ——— - — s Wad o g

was sworn by the D-pone®, who affixed his

in the presenca oOf this witnesse

Witnesss

!Tu

J 24 4 11

In accordance with my conscicnce 1 swear <T° toll the whole truth

withhdlding end adding ncthinge




