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001 CELEBRATIONS
CONVENTIONS, EXPOSITIONS, FAIRS,MEETINGS ETC,

No te Subject it Shs
1, 14 May 47 Lecture Meeting Concerning Labour Problems

s Gion Matsuri (Festival)
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GION MATSURI (Fegtival)

The Glon Mateuri Yestiwel is also femiliarly nown ae Kon=chiki-chin, from

the sound of the hammers hitting the bell eymbals which fumish the masic for
the 0“..‘0!0

It 19 celebrated SaEually in Kyoto from 16 July to 24 July, and ie one of

the four maln festiwale in Japan, the othorg being the Kanda Feutiwval in Tokyo,
the Tenjin Festival in Ogaka and the Bou Kushime Fegtival in Miyvaiima,

the Yasaka Shrine, mors
Uelsha girle of Kyote and

The Ulon Yestival grew cut of the old custon
one's body, throwing them all into & bagket and
into the river. By o doing, a person wou
following year,

vome 900 years ago, there was a terridle epldemie mging in thig area, In
an abtemnt to alleviate it and for vrotection from the pestilence, the ‘Mpeoror
ordered the people to pay homage to the Yasaks Shrine, Ag a part of the ritual

the sriests and thelr followers paraded through the streets, carrying long
spears to frighten away ‘he devile.

As time went on, these two ceremonies merged and the basket besame a

bemutifully desorated palamguin, which wae surmountad by a
for ecomomical reasong, this float developed into =

Festival Tower, as will be seen today.

4% present, there are 28 dismsntl ed Festival Towers in Kyoto, each
seetion f the former Gdon Village mnd other areas in the eity.

formed into 2 parade whioch

i vhere the towers weore adlightly
Sipped as a wymbol of the ‘umping of the evil o irits in the river, after which
the Toversg were withdram at a lively vace to the accomoaniment of lively
masic, = that the ovil mirits comnld not ovartakes it,

Juring the parade, svecially made rice c-kes wors thrown from the Sowers,

an: those spestators forfunate suough to catoh anl retaim one were assured
protection from evils and pestilence.

bBecause of the great helght of the Fastival Towers, 1t was necessary to
employ 2 svecial battalion of workers to cut the slectrie and tTanway lines and

guy wires Yo pemuit passage of the Towers and to restore the sy stemg after the
narace haid passed.
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ihoe Mon Natwarl Yestivwl i 2lge fsaliiarly ooen we Son-chiltiechin, from
the soumt of the harmers hitting the Ddl) ombals :lch Tumish the masis ToF
thn ecanzion,

- it 12 enlabrated ampanlly in Emto foom 18 July %o "4 July, snd ir sne of
the four maln feetimie n Jepnna, the athere Yeolnr the anda Yeetiwal in ‘altye,
the Tonjin "eetival in Cgnlea x3d She Baa Fushimnm Festival in ¥iyajtien,

The selodrasicon 1c oue o7 e obsarmaumwes of the Tangska “hrine, more
porularly mowm as Yion Sea, 2% vhich muny of the Uedsha girle of Syoteo and
vicinlity voy homge,

the Jdon "eetivl grew mut of the old custon of cagting off the eviie Tve
onea's by, throwing them all into 2 bagkot nad A ing the contemis thoreof
into the river, 2y 90 d0ing, A Jafefl woridd e P3J T A1Ls 2 @vile fof Lthe
fﬂi.;‘f)wi'a;, d Bk

ame 300 yours ago, thers was & Sarrible enlieniec mging ia this
an 5atten b Lo alleviangse it and for omteotiaon from the peatilewnte, the
griere!l the ceonlie %o vay nasce 30 the Ineska AXida, 9 = part of &
she ~riests any sihelr followers naraded throngh the streels, Carrying !
mears %o frightea away ‘o devils.

2

e Sime weatt oun, these twy coarampiles aargal and She dDastetl Hesuae o
Pestitiful ly ‘asorated palanguin, whiich was sarmountsl By a long mpear,
for oconomical reasons, this floatl develoned into a genleparsamentily “on
Foetival Tower, as #3411 be saan today.

4 present, theres are 29 dlemantled Feptival ifowers In \yols, sach
belonzing %o 2 seotion f the foraer Udom Villugoe md o ther areas in the sliy,
A Tommerly cdlerateld, Shess Vaatival Towars forned into a parads wilah
sraceslad Shrouch the elty streots to Teramashi vhere the Sowers wore o iatly
sivved s 2 wauol of the cumping of the evil ¢ irite ia the river, after miech
the lowers wore withirasn st a2 Mivdly vege % the accomosnimant of livaly
masle., =0 that the ovil svirite counld mot ovartake i8S,

mring the oarade, mein) 1y made rvice 0o kes wvors thrown frmnm the Sowers,
A shose snedtators fortumste enough %0 oatth an' retals "ne were sgmred
srotaction from evils an pestil ece.

legnuse of the zret halgt of She Vestivel Towsrs, 1t was necessary o
srrdoy » s-etial Dattalion of workers %o cut the alectyic si' trwmeny lines and
gay wviree % reruit passage of the Towers and to Tegtore the gy :tems affer She
narade hal peeend,

The Mon Yestival 12 codledrated today for Sha fires” L\l 's sinoe defore the
wuf. This yesr Yut Swo Yestiwn]l Towars hwe Boen reas w2l o4 and decoraled for
tho seossinn beonuge of the large sxpenge lnwlved, Ticpo il9a%e will De seen
o Thils ttreat neer 1 Goarpa Hendgquarters.
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Takaaki Norita

~himeo Kanno
Teruhiro Nakagawa
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