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sheet &nd in accordonce with the procedure ifollov.ed
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" AFFIDAVIT OF HISATSUNE SAKOMIZU
*_-“m

1. Greduated et the Lew Department, Tokyo Imperiel
University in 1926, I Hiaatguna Sekdmizu, immedietely entered
the Finence Ministry, Served for & while es a secretary to
Prime Minister Okade, but returned to the Finanaee Bureau of
the Finence Ministry in Merch, 1936, Directly sfter the resigna-
tion of the Oksda Cabinet. Was Chief, Finencial Section, gsame
Buresu from April 1937. Chenged to the Planning Bosrd in
November 1941, $§\serve there until November 1942, when I wss
eppointed Chief of the Genersl Affairs Bureeun which wes then
newly established in the Finsnce Minigtry. Became s Cabinet

councillor in November 1943, Wss Chief, Bank end Insurance

Bureau of Finence Ministry from November 1944, Appointed
Chief Secretery of the Cabinet under Premier Suzuki in Apeil

1945,

2o At the London Conference on Navel Disarmament in
1930, Mr, Kaya, then Secretary to the Finance Ministry (later
on, Senior Secretsry) wes one of the aides to the Japanese
delegation and I wes attached to the delegation to serve as an
assistent under My, Kaya,

The duty of Mr, Kasye as en side was to make investigation
or give esdvice, under the direction of the' delegates, on the
subject of navel ermements in reletion to the oublic finance,
especially to the Stete budget. I was always close at his side,
working elmost every dey, through 24 hours.

fq!




I learnt through the works of planning or investigation
which were assigned to me, or through day-today telks, that he
wes teking a stand to help positively the cause of disarmeament.
He worked out his own disarmament plan which he presented to

the delegates, or explained to the aides from the Navy . I recall

he sometimes sent his opinions to the Finance Minister at home.
It is a‘thouaand pities that the meterials concerinig those
subjects, which I had kept were all lost at the Finance Ministry
Pire of 1939, Some of the aides from the Navy flayed his conduct
as ultre vires, end even attempted a lynch upon him., I Quppose
how positive Mr. Kaye was in those days for the disarmaement must

be well known elso to the newspaper correspondents at that time,

such as Mr. Masanori Ito.

Oe I was the Chief of the Finance Section of the ﬁinance

Bureau in 1937 and 1938 while Mr, Kaya headed the Financse Ministry,
and was in charge of drafting the financiel policies. However,
T had never seen or heard of anything like a War Ministry's five-
yeer plen for Key industries. Of course, I had never received
eny order from the Minister to map out & policy based on such
Army plan, or consulting seme,

Neither had I heerd of anything from any other superior
of mine, about such Army plen.

4. At the fprmetion of the Suzuki Cebinet in April, 1945,

I helped him close at his side. I also gave counsel in the
matter of selecting the Cabinet members. As I thought it proper

then for the Munitions portfolio to have & men of gsufficient
ability to exesctly Jjudge our munitions production capacity, es




well as sufficient courage to say streightout what is ®cannot"”
as "cannot"™, I recommended Mr. Kaya for the post. Mr. Suzuki
agreed to my opinion, and forthwith called in him to the Cebinet
formation headquaters to ask him to join his Cabinet., Against

this, Mr. Kaya recommended Mr. Teijiro Toyoda as better fitted
man, and Mr, Shjnnosuke Furute as the second best, But if

nefther of the two, 1, e, none of the right men would accept
the offer, he should be obliged to accept it himself, he added,
"because, while it is needful to recomment better fitted men,
it is just as well up to me as & Japanese, not to shun the
position myself, however difficult it may be, if there is no
right man who would acoept it." The portfolio was essumed by
Mr. Teijiro Toyods.

He said further, on that occesion:
"Now our people are being visited by unpareslleled hard-ships
due to the war. Any person who happens to sit in the Cebinet
et this e¥mecial moment ought to resign every mark of honor,
there by to menifest it is neisher for power nor honor that
he takesrhia position, but solely to devote himself to the
gervice of the couptry at this netionel orisis. I will do so,
if I em to enter the Cabinet."

5. On August 11, 1945, Mr. Kaya celled on Prime Niénister
Suzuki and me (then the Chief Secretary of the Cabinet) at the
Premier's official residence to conform the truth of what the

runors had it, -- the govermment wes secretly deliberating




to end the war, and asked to be permitted at once to resign ell
the marks of honor which His Majesty was graciously pleased

to confer upon him (the privileges of his former post as a
Minister of State specielly granted him, Court rank, order of
merit, ete.) thus to be enabled hereafter %o fulfil his duty as
a Japanese, in the capacity of e mere citizen, because he was
keenly conscious of his politicel responsibility as a Minister
of State during the war. yﬁhought I found the persistence of
his seme mentality which mede him so solicitous for peace oOn
the eve of the wer, and so reflective throughout the various =
stages of the war.) Then he called on also Imperial Household
Minister Ishiwete to ask the same thing. Though I had been &
the office of the Chief Secreatry of the Cabinet until August
17, I hed not met eny other person who made such advence as

Mr. Kaya did.
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Having first duly sworn an oath. as on dttached sHeet:
and in accordance with the procedire followed in my countr:
I hereby dedose as 'follows.
AFFIDAVIT OF IIS&wW3USTh SnX0:IZy .
l. + Graduated at the fa* Dejrartment, Tokyo ImPerial =,

University in 1926, I Hisatsuns 3alomiz., immediately entered
the Finance linistry. Served for a vhile as a secretarv to
2rime dMinister Oi:xnwla out returnce to the Finance Bureau of

the Finanee kinistry i lwarch, 1936, Girectly aftér'the resigna-

: oi thne : . ol the
tion of the (Okada Cabinet. 'as Chief, Fin:ncial Section?hsame,

Bureau from April 1957. Chunged to the Planning Board in
November 1941, gnd:edrvefis-n unti' lJovember.1942 vhen I was

apnointed Chief of the General Aflairs Bureau which was then

.
-
-

sanlstry. Became a Cabinst

ol the
councillor in November 1943, ‘'laa Chief A_Bunk and Insurance

newly aestatlished in the Finance

Bureau oI rinance uinistry {roa November 1944, aApnointe:d

e P
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Chief Sacretary of the Cabins: under ?remieﬁ Suzuki in ipril
1945,
2. At the London Conference on aval Disarmament in

1930, Mr. Xaya, then Secretary to the Finance ministry (later

--u..\_‘..‘I|I

m, Senlor Sertretary) was one of the  ulds to the Jananese
“legetion and I was attached to the delegation to serve z2s on
colstant wnder lir. Kaya, |

ths duty of lr. Xawya as an;gidé wad: to make investizatiow
or give advice, under the direqi_:;oﬁ of ti:b delegates, on the
subiect of naval armaments in relﬁtion ta the »ublic finance,
especially to the State budget. I was wlways eclose at his side
working almost every day, through 2. hours.

I learnt through the works of planging or investigation
which were assigned to me, or through dary-today talks that he
wag taking a stand to hel: nositivsly the cause of disarmament.
He worked out his own disarmament olan vhich he oresented to
the delegates or explained to the aides from the Navy. I recall
he sometimes sent his opinions to the Finance iMinister at rome.
It 1s a thousand pities that the materials‘concerningff those
subjects which I had kent were all lost at the Finance Ministry
fire of 1939, Some.of the aldes from the Navy flayed his condnect
as ultra vires, and even attempted a lynch upon him. I suppose
how »nositive ;r. Kaya was in those dars for the disarmameat must

be well known also to the newspaner correspondents at that time,

such as #“r. liasanori Ito.




'“beoquE, vhile it is needful to rocommend better fitted wuen

Def. Doc. fo. 2633

3« I was the Chief of the Finance Section of the Financc
Bureau in 1937 and 18353 while xr. Eate headed the Finance liini-
'stry,_and "aS iﬁ charge of droftin:. the financial policies. Fov-
gver, 1 had never. seen or heard of anything like a War .iinistrv'r
five-year nlan for Key industrizs., Of course, I had never rc-

-*ved any order from the dlinistsr to map out a policy basel uit
: the

~ e Arey Dian. or consulting same.

Neither bud I heard of anything from any other superior

of mine. ahout such Army »lan.

4. At the formation-of the Suzuli Cabinet in April. 1945,
I hsloed him 4t his aide. ihulso cavs sounsel in the
matter of selecting the Cabinet mombars. a3 1 thought it »nropex
then for the lijnitions nortfolio io havs a man of sufficient
ubility o exﬁctly judge our munitions nroduction capacity. as
well as, sufficient courage uvo so; straightout what is "cannot
as “"cannot", 1 recommended !:r. suvi Igy the post. Hr. Suzuki
uéreed to my opinion and forthwith called in him to the Cabinet

formation headquarters to ask him to join his Cabinet. “gainst

thls, Hdr. Kaya recommended lir. Teijiro Toyoda as better fitted

wn, aunl r. Shunnosuke Furuta u: t'e sccond best. But if
aeither of the two, 1.a, none of the right men would accept
the offer, he should bs obliged to zccent it himself,'ha added,
1,
it 18 just ag well u» to me as“a'JaQanese, not to shun the
oositlon myself, how .. difficult it~may be, if:there is no

—
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right man vho. would aecaedt it." 1%z Portfélio tas assumed by
tre. Teljiro Toyoda.

; He said further, on tlat nccasion:

ﬁﬂow our ?eoplc arc being visited by uaparalloeled hard-ships
due to the war. any ﬁerson who h;ﬁpané to 8it in the Czbiaut
-5 this crucial moment ought to resian every mark of hono:,

Laeredy- to manifost,it 1s neithep for powgr nor honcr the -

16 takes his positlon. but solely to devot himself to ino

service of tho country at this national erisis. I will do so
if;I am to enter tha Cabinet.,"

O U2 auvgust 11, 1945, iir. Lawa calleX 21 frime Minister
Puzuki snd me (then the Chief Szereoary of the Cabinet) at the
fremier's official rzsildence to _orform the truth of whai the
rumofs Eaﬁ it; -- the govurﬁm;ﬁt war sgeretaly dcliberaﬁing
to end the war, and aslsd o0 - “ersitted at orce to resizn all
the. marks of honor whickh ¥ia uiwjuste was graciously pleased
te confer upon him (the orivilepss of nis former 208t as a
dinister of Stete sdecially granced ninm, _Bourt rank, order of
merit,  etcs) thus to da ﬁnnbleﬁ aeraafter to fﬁlfil his duty as
a Jaﬁanese,'in the casacity of a mors citizen, bécause he was
keenly conscious of his 2olitieal wesnonsibility as a liinister
of 3tats duriay the war. ( 1 thought I found the persistence of

his sams mentality vhich made nin 89 golicitous. for peacs on
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the eve of the war.'a?i 50 rgfiactivextbroughout the various
stages of the war.)  “hen n¢ enlled on ulso Imverial Household
iinister Ishiwata to ask the sam. thing. Thouéh 1 had been in
the office of the Chief Secretary of t%e'Cahinet until auzust

U750 E had ot met any other person “he made such advinca &g

On this 19th day of Sent., 1947

c DE2METY  S4WIlIAU, hisatsunc (sezl)

-

¥ Thﬁxlﬁ‘lusumichi:hereb? 22rtlfy that ths above state-
ment was sworn by the Desoncnt, wio affixed his signature and soea:
thercto in the nresence of this witn se

oin trhs sasa date

At Toxyo

Viltness: (sizansd) CANAXA, Yesumichi (seal)

oAl

In accordanc~ with mny conscicnce I swear to tell tho

whole trmth withholding nothing and addi ng nothing.,

| SAKOHMIZU Hisatsunc ‘siend)
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