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SULULT, Tadagetsu

I, 3UZUI, Tecakebsu, sfter havirn), been duly swoin
“
accortir: Lo tha Jupenese forault, me:e the Tollowing
stete ent oFf my own free will:

T & .52 veers of esge, and reside aut Mo, 183, Motowachi,’

!

i. I wee Jujearise l.inisver o 4Lpyi;t from 1940, and

returned to Jo. en in sucust, LS42, by ooet orn the occusion of

{1

Lire exchurse of . ritish and Jepénese diplorwmts, ard untll
: o Wk Ak -
susust, 1945, I wes Chiel of ' the Bureeu in Charze of 1

Jareness Meticnels in uneity Ccuntries, whicn wes estebilshed
in Deceaver, 1942, 1 aw &t presert ' Head  of the Yo<oneume |
Brancir 01 tne Cerivrel Limison Qifice.
2. I hela tue o0st of Chief of the. Bureau in Char ;e of -f
coanese Mationses in inemy Countrise under Forelan Yinister
Shi_ewitsu, Lrowm ,pril, 1943, to «p1il, 1945, &nd unuer
¥orei n ..inister Toxo, frova.zril, 1945, to ;u;ust oi-ﬁne

st ¢ yeer., The suresct in Char_e of Je.enese Mationels in
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Def ,LGC. 2348

ﬁnemj'countrias was 1r cherge of matters concernin5+the
protection of Jajanese residerts in cnewny countries, wialch
natters were under the jurisdictior Sf the I'orei:n dMinister,
and for-c¢ rext of his duties to ;roneét Jujpenese residentstin-
iforeizn countries; datters ;ertainin; to prisoners of wer
in Jajsmese hanas oelion_eda to the jurisdiction oif the .iar
kiinistexr, while umetters concernin: enemy civilian internees
whi0 were liocacted in Euyaﬁ 2ro.er belon: eu Lo the uutiority
Of the mose iinister., In view, however, oif the collateral re-
i:tions Cetween the duties of my SdIeau t0 protect Japeanese
resldents in erneny countries and the mutter of the trectment
of prisczers of war and clivilian internees in &&panese nends,
Forei=m idrister Tanl, who Tirst estuolished the Bureau of which
I wes Chief,‘as well as TForei n Iinisters Shigemltsu and T553.
his vwo successors, cliaried my Juresu, 1oxr convenlence' ss'te,
witi the cduties of Lransiittin~ recucsts for informetion and
protests corcernin:, prisorners of wur ernd civilién internees,
vhich omi Iruir enewmy colintries tiirousn reutrual representatives
of erexy Inlerests, Lo the sbove-uentioned cowypevent authori-
ties.

Je iX¥. Shipeuditsu who beceude Foreign tinister in spriil,

1943, showed & s ecivl interest in the matter of prisuvners of

—
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Der.Doc. #2648

war ard civiliar internees. Iie often mentioned tO e &

mexim: ".ar is only teuporery, out huwenity éermmnent;"

I alwevs on.cavored to live up to whet LT, Shlzemitsu meeant.
A zreat ¢ifficulty, however, wes fell in realizing

ir. Shi.emitsu's idec owinz to the complete lack of jurisdiction

on the pert of the roreilgn kinlsixy over prisoners of war &nd

civilian internees, when, for instunce, the Foréi;n liinistry

wes reuuested by uny Ioreiynigouﬂtry t.0 supply information

Ye arcing prisoncrs of wer or civilian i-ternees, Or had

receivec protests agelnst thelr bllaweé'illffreatment, the

Foreizp i.inistry hud no wneans to xeke direct irspections, or

directliy to collect irioruation corcerni-_ thew. “‘hen the

vorel n Minisiry was approacned DY neutral representatlves

wils: reyuests Ior cermission to visit cuaps or to send ;0048
for reiief to prisoners of war and ocivilien jnternces, the (,

Joreiom Jdnistry had no comietence 10 rerriil the desired T

visits, nor hec it the seens TO TLrans 0Tl reilief ,oods, the O ¥
only thin: wnich Lhe Forei n lipistrs was in & position to do |
;oeip: {o iransmit such reguests to the conpetent suthorities b
ard swait their sction. In & lve o1 51l thié, ir, Shisenitsu (8
ordered e to Ga Ny bast on every occagion in oxder 10 cone: . %

trihute to the armelioration of the treat.enl of prisonars

I
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Def.Doc. #2848

of war, ard in comaplisnce with this order I did my best.
L. .hencver & communicdtion was mcde by an enemy country

in regard to the matter ol prisoners of war, iy Bureau

" treauisaitted the metter to the coisetent cuthorities promptly

end accurately, o8 soon as Jupanrese trenslation of such
comuunication had been swude, by official néte, and sometimes
glso orally. In case replies were not Igoeived in due
course, ay Bureau endeavorcd tO press Tor them.

The ..ethod of transmission by writing was described 1in
ny Lffidavit, Ixzhibit Mo. 2782. In order to transmif or préss
orally, I often took advanéagu of the conferences of the
officers end officistls in cherze of the Miniétries concerned,

regardinz the protection of Japenese residents in eneny

countries, held in my Bureau usuully twice a nonth,

These conferences were atterded by officers or officials in
cherge of the @ar, Yavy, Home Lffairs, Trensportation,
Communications, Finance and other Ministries, From the

ar and Navy liinistries, oftricers in charge of the Prisoner-

of-Jur Informution Bureau, the Militery Lffairs Section

=5 the 1ilitery ~Ifeirs Bureau of the wer Nﬁnlstry, and

the 2nd Seéction of the Navel hffalrs Bureau of the Navy

Ministry joined these conferences.
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. It is true that ihese conferences were concerned, &as
stuted abbye, with the dutiss of the Foreign Kinistry to
v, protect Japuncse 1eside-ts in enmemy courtries, and that on
theae occesiors we were noit ot 1.oerty to taku ug the matter
of grisoners of war ©s such., Jut I referred¢ indirectly to
matters corcerning prisoncrs of wer in connection with the
guestion of protecting Jurenese residents in ereny countries,
| or after the cunferences my suporainates or I mysell tclke? o
téte-a-téte wili bie ofﬁicers.of the competent authorities

; in cinurze ot these motters.

4

2 o« ahenevcl Lie Foreigin iinistry hed oceasion to
trensmit recuest for infor.astlon, or & note of’ protest, re-

? garcin prisoners of war, It nede efforts to see thet their

[ Creati:ent be improved, I uay eite an instance, :ihen the long

| rprotest ol the Urnlled Ztates Zovsrnwent, Ixhibit o, 2024,

{ was recsived In rebruwry, 1944, roreign Linlster Shigemitsu

fn nimself callec the attention of the wsr hinistei, ana

ordered me to evall naveeil oi the occeslior of this protest for

hor:¢ consuuption in order to assure a better treatment of

prisoncrs of wuer. Lt stated thet I should on this occasion

cell the stilertion of the cou,.etent uuthorities to tils

watter with tine object of (1) correcting the:situation:.

s
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Def.Doc. #2848

- 1f the feacts contained in the protest should happen to be in
any way true, endé pore thea taas, (2) of expediting the
solution of the.question of vxs;Lt to cemps, for wiich neutral
representatives had fregquently requested without obtaining
setisfactory results, of pressing for replies\to unansﬁe:ed
inquiries ebout information oﬁ various subjects, aﬁd of
fecilitating solution to other matters. I endeavored in
compliance with this order. &8 the result of this, improve-
ments were achieved, viz, relief goods wers accepted from the
L1lied Towers in order to distribute them among prisoners of

war, rolief funds were delivered to prisoners of wer and

civilian internees, facility was given to them to dispatch

telezrans, and steps were taxen towards the solution of the
question of permission to visit camps in occupiled territories.
Furth;r, in calling the ettention of the coumpetent
cuthoritics to matters corcerning prisoners of war end
civilien internees, Mr. Shigeaistu ordered us to use as
ﬁéterials‘inform&tion fron eneay Ssources 8lso0, gven if not
based on official protests. One dinstancc Was the telegran

from Minister Shichide in stghanisten, being Defense Docuent
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R 42, which was then sent to the Caief of Irlsoner-of-¥ar f
‘l . :
1) Inforsation Bureseu, .
j | G. 45 far us watters of prisoners of war were concerned,
i the Forei:n iviristry had no comupstence over their treatment or 3
« UK .
i1 - N - o _ ;
b to collect irformstion rezardir; them. kr. Shigemitsuy ;
| hovever, thouyht of a& plar, about April or Nay, 1944, to set
¥
L) . A . I
I up In the Cabinst something lite an interretional laws and
| - -
i custons comwittes to heve it discuss thke yuestion of prisoners )

\ |
d Of waur. Dr. Yamaiawa, Tcdao, ea-Director of the Treaty Bureau |
| an¢ an authority on internationul law, together with nyself,

wOX «8C On tnls plun undexr hr. Shisgemitsu. The substance of
[
\

| Thie plan was tec orgenize & committes, under the jurisdiction
l 2f bie rriwe Linisler, cormsisuvin: not only of members of the

-

army oncd Mavy kinistrles, bht of Foreipn Einistry officials,
| and authorities on internatiorsl law, &nd to have theum study
questions-concorning war-timwe internationsl luws and custoas,
anéd ristters concerninz prisoners of war too. This plan,
however, weas not brought Lo & successful end, since ﬁhe adniinis-
tration o matters reléting.to rrisoners of war wes
unuar.the jurisdiction of the ~rny.

7. Ir wddition, Nr. Shizemitsu took up the metter of

prisoncrs of wer at the Supreme Council for Direction of Jer
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LOAMLEC OuT Lo Lue meocers Lo wers yresent thel, &c. ordine

;; : O rece=t Irforacolor fron encay éourcas, it «ecs reportiod

ji thet toa Jﬁpaﬂesu trevuaers of prieo-ers oi war left such

f: Lo ac desirce, he furiner strciec tict the humaniierien

}%* treatiiort oL rl-omers of uurlﬂhﬁ been 1'roHw, old vimes .

?; viitue 0. wur ccurtrf, &re Lhuo this va@s e xevier of inpur-
ﬁ;' turce fros e roine 00 view of ou. irternuiioral reputioLioe
ﬁ;' u~C fuiurce reILLlOﬂa.l ~u it .ue s meitor Poi profount resret
Q; ' if ey @ry ;ousible caurec xu'shqulﬁ Feve cowcitbted iie

3 ‘

h e1i_nbese jossiole femdv in Lh.s Zawver, he cesircd thet vie-
f] recvion sould oo lssued o the res;orsibla'peraevs auor s !
gﬁ Coi..&teni cutherities, zo thuy Ln;';LLLera lshl o8 1ully 61
%u cigset, aC turresns Younell ior irecitlo= o1 . 6Y .5 Culi-

]f 1108¢C o1 trc frine - inistor, t.e X ¥y uwg Mavy Bawlstors, vac

whlei: or LRe sorerel Stoufis of Lae +.1ny wré Teavy, unc forci.
f=iclcys QO wi'vSr a hud hewrd r, shige:dlsu repeel Lo Lwc
his slLalewent £s merntloned Loove, 4 & LO0l¢ dy & licison

Oldiy. . 4o

Ll 4 Ti80rery=ol'- or . ~foravvion ouresu tiooe the

Si.f.u o suresu al dispetehed its sicoibers’ Lo prisover-o0l'=acr

-

Cizpt 5 #mC hii irslTucnod regjonsilale oificsres to bu core

sidercte i= uhe irectacni or priso-eis o. L.ax.
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Def.Doc. #2548

' . Foreign Minister Shigemitsu sincerely and earnestly
worked Tor the mutter of the exchange of nationals resident
j abroud, as well as for the transportation and distribution of
: smmerican snd British relief éogds by an exchange ship. He was
at last successful in exscuting the second exchange of imerican
and Japanaéa nationels resident respectively in the other
party's territories, in October, 1943, at Port Marmazao
(Goa). On that occasion, large quantities of sllied relief goods
were trensported by the exchange ship Teia llaru, end they were
| w1stributed azong the prisoners of war and civilian internees who
were located in places in Japanese hands. Further, when a request
was made late in l9h3‘by the United States Government for the
transportation of relief goods from Vladivostok, to which port the
| ; United States Government would forward such goods, and for
taelr delivery £o prisonecrs of wer in various places, Mr,
wllgenitsu imuediately trensmitted that request to the competent
authorities, ard eagerly urszed us, his subordinates, to recuest
such authoritice to solve the matter. .Ls the result the

american request was grantea Uy the competent authorities,

the goods being transyorted first to Kobe, and then to China,
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Def.Doe, # 2848
Hong xong, French Indo-China; Singapore, and other ports.

9. 4s to permission for visits to prisoner-of-wer camp:
in occupied territories, Mr. Shigemitsu made all possible 7.
efforts vis-héﬁis the competent autioritics. I endeavored
long-end earrestly, under instxuctiOnS frou iiAister Shiseumitst
Brglly as Well as by note, 'to obtain permission from the com—fﬁ
tent authorities to_{isit such camps. The military suthori-
ties made it & policy not toipernit visits to camps in |
occupied territories, apd did not readily comply with our
reguests. In the meantime, meutral represcentatives several
times eeagerly requested for the rermission, and the Foreign
Ministry continued unceasingly to make such requests to the
ariy suthorities. 4s a result, in December, 1944, they
consented at last to permit representatives of the Inter-
netional Committee of the Ked Cross to visit the camps in
the southern areas; end Minlister Shigemitsu'was able to send
@ note, on December 8, conveying such deeision respectively
the Swedlsh &and Swisg Ministers (v. Def.Doc. #2850, #2850 L
end B). . T o s
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10. -Mr. Togo had; 1ike his predecessor Mr. Shige.itsu;
deep concern over the problen of prisoners of war,.&nd instrucf "
ne - to transact such aff:.irs with uﬁmost bare, and to endeavor - tc .
I tuke udﬁantage O every opportunity for the lizproveient of the

I troctilent of prisoners of wer, frow & humanitarian viewpoint. )

On iy part, I exerted ell ny efforts in the trarsaction of thi
business in conformity with his instructions, in the sane
- manner es at the tine of Mr, Shigenitsu..
{ Bver since Mr. Tﬁgé bececis Foreign Minister for the
;_ second tiue, he hud becen very busily occupled with various
;. lmportent probleis in connection with the situation of the
wer of those deys. WNeverthsless he did not fail to pay due
attontion to the trectment of prisoners,of.wsr. For instence,

on June 3, 1945, the 3Swiss Minister handed to lir. Togo e

e ——
[
-

FrYotest of the United States Govern.ent concerning ctrocities

to aflerican prisoners of war at Yuerto Irincesse on talewan

Islend (Zxhibit No. 2107). 1, TOgd iiwicdictely took steps

to have it trensmitted to the co.petent authorities, énd

ct the sa.e tiwme he personully called the speecicl attention of
¥ Jer Minister sneui to the subject, end furtner urged hio to

t.ccord fulr and generous trevt..ent to prisoners of wer in

gencrel, to which La g0t the létter's consent, I was so told

by Mr. Togo &t thut tine,

//
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1ll. 'In spite of such attitude of Mr, T0go's, the war

- i - w r ..- w
e --1'..._-:..'.2:1.'-—-_.,..-._.* =T W

situation became very S8tringent during the secdond timc_of

his tenurc of office, rendering the ‘ienegerient of the questions
of prisoéers O wer increesingly difficult. Toward the spring
end sutuer of 1945, the situction of the Jepanese Army on the
fronts in the Yhilipvines, Buriia end other soutisern areas

iﬂ deteriorated considerably. .us the Jllicd forces advanced into
: these disfricts, the Jcpenese forces retreated, and fresh

f' protcsts begen to be lodszed concerning the treatient accorded
B the Japanese .riiy to the prisoners of war end internees in
these regions. : The Foreign linistry transcitted them to the |
coapetent autnoritles without feilure. according to the

eXplanations of officiuls of the ler Ministry, howesver, cs

€ result of thc defests of the JopEnese LIy, telegrephic ¢ .

. T ————————————— —

cofilunication between the contrel .dlitery authorities cnd

tie foress at the front becere vary'difficult end often

ir;possible, and sven when such corsunicetion was rossible, the

conf'usion within the Jepunese forces ct the front rendercd
énvestigetions into the natters of pPrisoners of wer aloost
ifpossible,end cccordingly, in spite of the freguent requests .

of the Foreign Ministry, the cases increcsed where we could not

2
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rceeive sufficlent answers which would be satiéfactory to the
.1lied countries. In the .:eantiiie the so-called ..wc Maru
incident of .pril 1 occurred, exciting the military end
cdvarsély affecting the solution of the questions of prisoners
of war. During the tine of??ore;gn Minister Shigeunitsu, I very
often saw in Toxkyo tine m1niéters 01 the noutral codntries
representing the interest of the creay countries, for liuison
business. But at the tiiie of Foreign lMinister T0gz0o these
.-Inlsters hed evecuated to Ileruizawa, and in accordance with
I, Togo's instructions, I often took Neesures of .‘eeping speedy
contuct with these Ainisters by exchanging letters through
couriers, or by often proceeding to Leruizuwe personglly, thus
excrc.sing all possible efforts in order to neet the situation
by .teicing recoursc to ex.edlient Lieesures in time of e.isrgency.
Instances of our answers to the IdAnisters of the neutrel
countries by .ezns of personcl letters or oral coasunications,
which I utilized for ex;edicnoy in those days instesd of
otrficicl notes of the Foreign Ministry, Lay be seen in Exhibits
2016~i=71 cné 2016-4-72.

In thu fieentiie, the Foreign Ministry received froz the

~ilitcory euthorities no inforo.etioh whatever oconcerning the
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trials of the Allied fliers such as those which took plece in the
~idale of July, 1945. {Zahibit 1994) |
12. w8 for visits to the prisoner-of-war carps in the

occupiecd arees by the representatives of the Internetioncl

Coardttee of the Red Cross, &s ..entioned in Section 9 of this

affidavit, Mr. TOgd endecavoured to See to its realization with-

out deley, &nd regerdless of thu fect that by the beginning of

June, 1945, the &cceptance of the conditions of reciprocity

which hed been ilmpossd upon periiission for such visits he&d

not yet been officially notified to us by all the Governaents
of tiic hlliad countries concerned, the neraiission for visits
to the ceops in Thailand was cctuelly notified to the Swiss
ipister on June 5. 4.8 for tie vislts O the cecps in
Singapore, tﬁere £r0se sonc questions regarding the status of
tke visitors and thé sglection of quelified persons, but I

wos inforoed by the ailitery suthorities thet the visit was
cctuclly edc on the spot, 4s Ter &s concerns visits to the
ce.;ps in licnile, the clty haa boen rcecaptured by the spring of

_ 1945, end so-c¢ricen netionsels théru libereted (Exhibits 2016-

A-bl, 2016-.4-68, 2016-4A-B9, 2016-4-72, 2016-4-73).
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; NEA - - On this 21st day of Mov., 1947

t - ' = 4t Tokyo

i DEPONENT  SUZUKI, Tadakatsu (Seal ) i
5 ' / | | -ﬁ
;J' v YANhIgzg%ﬁ&om_herebf certify that the above ”ﬁ
if staterient was sworn by the Deponet, who affixed his signature j
fj - and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.,  £

-On the same date

'1

3

|

|

;f ' : At the sailie pléace
: .

r
e

d 7 |-."" _.1 fl._ A - 1 = 3 ¥ i
(2R o P R N S - -
e et L.--:?-‘ai:amm,m_ :

b Witness: (sisned)'“ ‘Hisgo. . Yagai.. - __(seal) i
4 ' - o
: o
o . F 4
hr' OLTE T.‘;&{
3 L
) In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the '
i ‘whole truth withholding nothing a~d adding nothing. j
3 ?

Tadakatsu Suzuki (Seal)

e e e
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