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M HE S SAYAL, Taarmase (Count).

PRESENT STATUS Confined in 3ugane Prison,

SUMMARY OF INVORMTIONS

In 1923, member, House of pPeers; 1939 Chairman of
the luperial Agricultural Association; 193¥ Minister of agriculture

and Forestry; 1942 Director of IRAP3; 1944 Councileor IRAA; 1944 Director
L1RAA; 1944 Vice~Presiaent, liouse of peers long association with KINKEI

GARUIN (Institute of the Goldea Yheasant) of which he was chiel patron,
vnis was an institute where Mascist minded intellectuals developed thelr

theories on Japanese policies and it had important iufiuence on senior
burssucrats, politicians and officers, 3SAKAL was the liaison Detween
I[:APS and KENKYU XAI, sa important political bloe within the [ouse ol
Feers. Listed as having been a memder of XOKUI KAU (National Prestige

soelety) KOKUMIY S0 KEKXI UNDO HANAAKU HOMBU (Natloaal (eneral
Juspiration Novement Limison Hescguarters.) No recommendatlions regard ng
the final dispogition of SUBJECY have beean receivea irom Cls/G-2, FEC.

&t i ﬂﬁ :

The positions held by SUBJECT iu the Jupaaeus

Government, his connections with political orgaanizstions and ihe
nature of his activities in these, show that during the periocd iavolved

he took an active part in the

"planning, preparation, initlation or waging
of war of aggression or a war ian vioclatioa
of Iaternational Treaties, agreements and
assurances, or participation in a comuon
plan or conspiracy for the accomplishuent of

the foregolag®

within the meaaing and intent of paragreph l.a, ol feference A.

It is recoumenaed that SUBJECT De retalned ia
custody as a Class A war criminal suspect and tried belore an
jaternationsal Military Tribunal in Tokyo.
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Synopsis of facts: SAKAL (Count) born 1893. Graduate from Kyoto
Imperial University. Member House of Peers 1923.
ABE Cabinst 1939-40.

Rule Assistance Political Society 1942-444. Vice Fres.
Director of IRAA 1943-1944.

House of Feers 194i4.
Apprehendion requested

r CIC memo 6 Dec. 1945. Interned Sugamo 16 Dec.45

pe
per DR dated 17 Dece45e
P

DETAILS ;
At Tokyo:

This innstigaiion is p
Lord WRIGHI, President of the Internatio

Original apprebension request on the above named subject per CIC
memorapdum dated 6 December 1945. A review of the files reflect the

following information:

sEvaluation of SAKAI ,Tadames at time of
1893, Member of the House of Peers(1923);
Imperial Agricultural

Forestry - ABE Cabinet 1939-40; Chairman of the
1 Rule Assistance Folitical Society

Association 1940; Director of Imperia
1942-44; Vice President of the House of Feers October 1944.

redicated upon the request of the Honorable
nal War Crimes Commissione

with the fascist organization

Count SAKAI has becn long assoc iated
KINKEI GAKUIN(Institute of the Golden Pheasant) of which he is the chief

patron. It had important influence oOR senior bureaucrats, politicians
pot large in number, was an insti-

and officers. This society, though
tuals developed their theories on

tute where fascist-minded intellec
liaison between the Lmperial

Japanese politics. Count SAKAI was the
jtical Society and the KENKYU KAI, an important

Rule Assistance Fol
political bloo within the House of Peers.
Do not write in this space.
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As a fascist politician of high posts and long record,and as .
Director of the IRAFS, Count SAKAI should be arrested and detained,

Subject qualified under Paragraph 7b of Joint Staff Basic Directive
for Post Surrender Military Government in Japan Froper of 3 Nov 1945. "

The biographical history of SAKAI is as follows:

1893 Born in Tokyo, younger brother of Count AEBE Masanao.
SAKAI married Akiko, daughter of Count Tadaoki and
was adopted into family.

1900-1915: Attended Peers School, Tokyo.

1915-1918; Attended Kyoto Imperial University (Law) and Tokyo
Imperial University.

1920-1921; Frivate Secretary to Justise iiinister (OKI,Enkichi) in
the HARA Cabinet.

1921-1922; Frivate Secretary to Railway iinister (iiOTODA ,Ha jime )
in TAKAHASHI Cabinet.

1R3-1945: Member of the House of Feers

1930 Delegate to World Parliamentary Trade Conference at
Brussels, and International Parliamentary Alliance Con-
ference at London. Visited France, Spain, Italy, Hungary,

| North Africa and the United States,

1934-1943: President of TEIKOKU NO KAI(Imperial Agricultural Assoc )

1935; Advisor to Industrial Bank of Japan.

1936 .- 1943s President of CHUO MORIN KYOGI KAI(Central Agri. and Forestry
Conference ).

19391940 Minister of Agriculture and Forestry in ABE Cabimet.

1941-1943; Fresident of CHUO NOGYO KYORYOKU KAI(Central Agricultural
Cooperative Society).

1942(Feb ) Member 'of YOKUSAN SEIJI TAISEI KYOGI KAI(Imperial Rule
Assistance Folitical Structure Conference ).

(May): Member of YOKUSAN S:IJI RYOKU KESSHU JUMBI KAI(Imperial Rule

Assistance Political Consolidation Freparation Committee ).

1942-194) 5 JONIN SOMU(Standing Director) of Imperial Rule Assistance
Political Society.

19435-1945; President of

1943-1944 ;

1944-1945 ; SANYO(Councillor) of Imperial Rule Assistance Association,

1944-1945; Vice Speaker of House of Peers.

In addition SAKAI is listed as having been a member of the KOKUI
KAI(National Prestige Society), KOKUMIN SEISHIN SODOILN UNDO(National
Spirit Mobilization Movement ), and KOKUMIN SO KEKKI UNDO RENRAKU HOWBU
(National Gemeral Inspiration Movement Liaison Headquarters).

griculture and egrarian reform led him to
the following posi tions in agricultural societies;

1934=1943 - President of the TEIKOKU NO KAI (Imper.Agri.Assoc. )

1936-1943 - President of the CHUO NORIN KYOGI KAI(Central Agri.
and Forestry Conference.

1941-1943 - President of the CHUO NOGYO KYORYOKU KAI(Central
Agricul tural Cooperative Society).

1943-1945 - President of the CHUO NOGYO KAI(Central Agricultural
Association,

The societies, no doudbt played their part in the eventual *national-
ization® of the industry in keeping with the inevitable trend of the
nation's economy, but the fast that SAKAI held high office in them from
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the mid-thirties serves to highlight his interest in agriculture, not
his pationalism or ultranationalism.

An interrogation of SAKAI on 27 February 1946 revealed the follow-
ing information:

"SAKAI 1is presently fifty-three years of agp; graduated from the
Imperial University of Kyoto in 1918, majoring in political and
economic sciences; from 1920 to 1923 he was Secretary of the Minister
of Justice; and from 1923 on a member of the House of Peers - having

ho special duties in connection therewith. In 1934 he became Chairman
of the Imperial Agriculture Society, a semi-official organization inter-
ested in the development of agriculture in Japan and the problems in
connection therewith, holding such position until 1945.

SAKAL was Minister of Agriculture and Forestry in the ABE Cabinet,
serving in such position from October 1939 until January 1940, being
concernsd during such period of time, because of the acute food shortage
in Japan, with plans for producing more food;$hat in such plans it was
necessary to take into consideration the requirements of the Japanese
armed forces in China and elsewhere. It is his estimate that during
this period of time g proximately 20% of the nation's food supply was
allocated to the Army and Navy; and because of the acute shortage of
food supply in 1939, it was impossible to build up any reserves for the
future. Upon the fall of the ABE Cabinet these duties were discontinued
and he had no further interest in them.

SAKAL was the patron and a member of the KENKAI-GAKUIN Society; that
this society was not pro-Nazi, pro-Fascist, or politicel in any manm r;
that on the contrary it was a society made up of scholars whose interests
were the study of ancient Chinese literature; that he was a patron of

the same for the reason he had donated the use of onsof his houses as

the headquarters for the society; the president of the society being
Mashiro YASUOKA, a noted scholar of Chinese literature.

SAKAI became a member of the Imperial Rule Assistance Associationin
1943, attended some meetings, but was not active therein. During the
war, as Fresident of the Agriculture Society, he made every effort to
increase food production. As an individual he was opposed to war and
did not favor the Axis cause nor had he any sympathy with the Nazi or
Fascist form of government.®

It was recomnended that this subject be interrogated again with
the idea of developing possible evidence against the various defendants
and if this is done, the subject be used as a witness in connection

The above interrogation was conducted by IPS. SAKAI claims little
knowledge of any of the activities of the present war crimes defendents.
His association with them was gemerally through the diet and the diet
was usually completely in the dark as to what was happening in ‘the
cabinet and the Imperial Conferences.

Of all the defendants, his only close friend is KIDO. They mixed

socially and often discussed government plans and policies in general,
but never in detail.

There appears to be no reason, as far as IFS is concerned, for
further detaining Count SAKAI at Sugamo Prison.
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SUMVARY

SAKAI was the chief patron of the KINKEI GAKUIN(Golden Pheasant
Academy). However, this soclety was not "fascist" (as deseribed in the
accusation) in the usual sense of the term:; it was an ideological "revere-
the-emperor" orientalist institution interested in oriental rhilosophy
and agriculture, in which sense it may be called "nationalist" rather than
"ultra-nationalist". The tone of the society was setby its master YASUOKA
Masatsu, the theorist, who quarreled with such practical resctionaries as
OKAWA Shumei in 1927 and remained aloof from them thereafter. Buresucrats.
politiclans and senior army officers interested in oriental philosorhy and
the agrarian movement did patronize the institution, but it 4s a misrepre-
sentation to describe the organization as a hotbed of politiecs "where fascist
minded intellectuals developed their theories on Japanese politics", although
the police show that some of the young army officers interested in YASUOKA's
lectures imbued the young students of the KINKTI GAXUIN with their ideals of
expansion and national reform. YASUOXKA and his society avoided entangslement
in the infamous coup d'etat intrigues of the 1930 decade and were never im-
pugned in the trials which followed them.

The KEINKYU KAI(Research Club founded in 1900) was one of ten die-
cussion groups in the House of Peers which continued into the war years,
despite the formation of the Immerisl Pule Assistance Political Society.
These clubs were established more on the basis of rank and social position
than upon rolitical differences. The statenent that "Count SAKAI was the
liaison between the Imperial Rule Assistance Political Society", presumably
based on an OWI intercept to the effect that in Nevember 1944 "the work as
liaison person between IRAPS and the KENKYU KAI, of which Count SAKAI had
been in charge, was given Vicount HACHIJO Takamasa" loses importance in
consideration of the fact that practicelly all members of the XZNKYU KAT
were members of IRAPS and that many were officers of the Political Societwv.

SAKAI held various positions in the official rosters of the Imperial
Rule Assistance Association and the Imperial Rule Assistance Political
Society. Validity of such activity as basis for war erimes charges depends
upon the ultimate evseluation of the Imnerial Pule Assistance organizations.
In ite study "War Politics in Japan" CIS has already given its opinion of
these societies and of the men sctive in them.

These socleties were basically politicel snd patriotic organizations,
whose part in the wartime life of Japan was to gear the nation's politics

and economy to the war effort.

The societies no doubt played their part in the eventual "nationali-
zation" of the industry in keeping with the trend of the nation's economy,
but the fact that SAKAI held high office in them from the mid-thirties serves

to highlight his interest in sgriculture.

Membership in the KOKUI KAI(Natinnal Prestige Society) is proof only
of SAKAl's pre-eminent social and political prestige.

Whether or not activity in these various societies is a basis for
war crimes indictment depends on the ultimate evaluation ofthese orzan-
izations. Accusations against SAKAI appear to be 1deological and politi-
cal nature, exsggerated by wartime pronaganda and unsubstantiated by any

specific evidence.
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There is npthing in the files relating to the above-named subject
indicating thaxa was at any time active in promoting aggressive warfare,

nor was anything developed at interrogations to indicate the probability
that he had dons so,

It is believed that all sources of information have been exhausted
at this time.

UNDEVELOFPED LEADS:

The Takyo Office - At Tokyo - Will follow and report
disposition of Subject.

LENDING
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