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AR B E KL A H
1. Leighton Stuart

The American Protestant missionary brought a con-
ception of education new to the Orient. Born and bred m an envn'on—-
ment where it was believed that everyone had a nght to learn to read
and to write and to clpher; and that the resuonSbehty ior prov1dmg a
free opportunity to learnm these things rested f_undamentally with the
State, he brought that belief with him when he came to the Orient to
preach the Gospel of Christ.

He arrij}e& to find that education im China was of a
highly iudividualistic. kind and that, whereas any individual who bad
the means and the desire and the persistence might, whatever his origin,
obtain an educations the way was harda and the State took little or mo
interest in p_avmg the road or prowdmg_ facilities for the student. He
was shocked to find that the great méss of the people were illiterate and
‘therefore ungble to réad'the religious 'message that Protestant Christiani-
-ty had to present. = He was shocked to discover that no effort was ap-
parently being made by the State to prov1de a free educatmn for the mass
of the peopley - the ‘ yi min’’ or ¢ stupid people’’ as they were called.

The Protestant missionary set about to remedy that
situation at once. He 6rganized schools of ‘his own where the people
might learn to read his message and Qerhaps communicate it to others
by Wntmg ‘Two things then happened, apd the American Protestant
mlssmnary was largely responsible for both. First there was mtroduced
into China the American ideal of a free pubhc schools mamtamed by the
State in the interest of the people. Seconds there began the use of
vernacular Chinese for the expression in writing of thought other than’
that involved in the telling of popular and romantic stories. |

.,'I‘he A._tnerican Protestant missionary school was the
forerunner of the Chinese State-maintained schools and colleges of to-day



where Chinese youth from all over the country ean collect in large
groups for the purpose of achieving a common end.

The use of the .'\_zulgar tongue by the American Pro-
testant missionary as a medfu’m for putting -into Chinese the Bibles ‘the
sermon, and various English texts, in order that the simply taught
students of the Protestant schools might read the message which the
missionary brought, paved the way for ‘the; literary renaissance of to-
day. Now patriotic inteﬂectuals no longer 'bury their thoughfs under
the embroidery of simile and lit_erary. allusion borrowed from China’s
great wealth of classical literature. They are pufting their thoughts
simply into the plains unadorned. frank'speech of .the common peoples
for the common people to read.

Dr. Stuarts grandson of the President of that great
pioneer American institution, Transylvania College) born in Hangchow
where his father organized,a school for boys: nobly represents the second
generation of American Protestant missionary effort in China. TTrue to
his heritage, he soon found himself in educational work. He has been
the.l President of Yenching University since 1918, and the Anstitution as
we now know it beautifully housed on its sur_my campus outside of the
walls of Peiping, bears eloquent testimony to the idealism that inspired
Dr. Stuart and those that went before him.

Dr. Stuart in his life and . in his work belongs to a
noble group of selfless men and women who have contributed greatly to
the cé.u;sé of education in the Orient. It must comfort him to see what
effect that. idealism has had and to kunow that those ideals of public
education so established have been accepted and will remain a_s' one of
Protestant Christianity’s more important contributions to the great

culture of the Orient.

Nelson Trusler Johuson



The Dr. Stuart | Know
L. C. Porter

Mountain climbiﬁg and long-distance swimming are
the two_favorite recreations of John Leighton Stuart. In a definite way s
these recreations express a distfﬁctive_characteristic of the man. Both
of _fhe_se recreations call for the spirit.of -adventure to. a large ‘degree-
On a mountain path there is always the next corner to tarn or the peak
beyond to climb to: and in long-distance swimming one alwajs warnts to
go just a little further. President Stuart in all his work exhibits the
characteristic implied in these recreations. His is dis_ti_ﬁctly an adven-
turous spirit- Through the years he has .re'pe'atedly reminded us of the
challengi'ng' oﬁportum'ties before us as he has urged faculty and students
to go forward in the spirit of adventure, tryin.g- new experiments and
always leaving behind that which has become too much ordered and put
in routine forms. In a very real semse the whole university undertaking
has been an adventure of faith, and there is no question that the energy
that President Stuart has shown not only “in looking forwards but in
living forward has been a factors and perhaps the most important factor
in the achievements made by the University during its short life time.

Repeatedly thi‘dug‘h the years I have been impressed
by the value to Yenching in haviﬂc-; at the head a leader adventurous
h1mse1fs and encouraging new ideas and adventure into new methodss on
the part of his colleagues | He would be the first to admlt that many
“of his adventurous suggestlons have not been successfuly and that most
of them needed, before they could be put into effects the careful cr1t1c15m
of those members of the staff; gifted with the wisdom of caution) dis-
inclined to new moves and persistent in demanding a close relationship
between forward-looking plans aﬁd actual conditions. It is, of courses
true that Venching could not have succeeded. as it has if there had not
been in the team of workers men with just the wise conservatwe and
critical caution needed to balance the enthusiastic venturesomeness of the
President. But it is guite clear there is all the aifference in the world
between a team in which new experiments and snggestibns are encour-
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aged and venturing is typical of the leaderships and ome in which the
leadersh1p is cautious and disinclined to make new moves. With a
leader of that type new suggestions and venturesomeness among members
of the staff is not e_néouraged, and there is a definite téndency towards
slowing down the pace; and the rigidity that tepds to éreep over all
human institutions.

Were it not for his life of - adventure Leighton Stuart
would have never come to Yenching It was dlﬂharmony in the sitiation
caused by the attempt to unite two universities each of which had its
own long sta_ndmg tradition that attracted him in the first place. Hls
forward-looking spirits his faith that a united Christian university for
North China was necessary and possible were essential factors in realiz-
ing that 'poésibility- Willingness to try the new and unexpected made
possible the eventual selection of the preéent site outside the citjf walls.
Experiments in various practical departments of Work_ are a further
expression of the President’s willingness to try the new. Throughout
the history of these years at point after point one can seé what 1t has
meant to have a leader always in advance of his time ‘and encouraging
initiative and new suggestions in his followers.

With this forward- reaching faith Leighton Stuart
combines.a gift for friendship, love and perconal concern for ‘his col-
leagues: students and fellow workers. He can convey to each individual
in our community, frcm deans and prof‘bssors. to gate keepers and campus
workmen, a sense of the j_)articular importance of that individual’s share
in the task at which all work together; a sense too or his own special
confidence in each onme and of reliance upon each one to bear ‘the
responsibility of his own share of work.

Thﬁs our Président is the vital centre of the inspira-
tion that has enabled Yenching to surmount obstacles and overcome

difficultiess and pass steadfastly through each ome of the many crises
that have marked these confusing Yéars in Chinese history. Armed
with such inspiration at_' once devoted; steadfast, ‘experimental and
forward-reaching Yenching faces the future unalarmed.



BIGGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF DR. STUART

(irace M. Boynton

John Teighton Stuart was born on June 24, 1876 in Hangchow,
China. He has a pioneer heritage which in view of his own career seems of especial in-
terést. His great gmndfather. left Virginia to settle in the frontier state of Kenfucky.
where he became President of Ti’ansylv_a.nia Col.llege which is in a town near Lexington.
The son of this Robert Stuart was Da’vid Todd Stuart, a cousin of Mary Todd,
who.became_the wife of Abraham Lincoln. ‘This grandfather founded an institution
for the education of women which was called Stuart College, and was the first of
#ts kind in that region. Puréuing the family tradition of new wventures, Dr.
Stuart’s father, Dr. John L. Stuart. came among the early 1missionaries to China,
Faithful to the instinct to further education, he opened a boy’s school in Hangchow,
which, howcver, was closed by his mission Dbecause of their view that preaching was
the pmpei' function of the missionary.

It may mnot be ont of place to speak at some length of the
experiences and' influerces which were important in Dr. Stuart’s youth. In his boyhood
the family was school. hospital and society in one, and the bond was strong and the
loyalties were deep throngh the isolation of that family vmit in the midst of a different
race and culture. And this perhaps, is the point at which to speak of Mary Horton
Stuart, President Stuart’s mother.

The writer never saw his father, but Madam Stwart is a vivid
memory, from the days when she lived in her éon's home in Peking. It is often said
that a man who achieves is usually debtor to a great mother. In Dr. 'Stuart’s.childhood
any missionary mother had need of remarkable giits and rowers. She must be rot only
the parent. of her children but their dector, nurse, tailor and teacher combined. She must
do all this ard at the same time give a large part of her attenticn ard strength to her
husband’'s work. All this Maczm Steat did, axd ske d'd it nct only with devotion and
success but w.ith 8 sweetness ard gaiety that in her cld age exerted a pecwliar charm
over us Who knew her. Ewven at the age of seventy, her energy seemed . inexhaustible
but it was neves of the bustling kind. Rather, it was benign. It carried her into the
hearts of us all. I do not know when it btegan, or who started it. but I remember that
for the whole Yenchmg commumty, faculty and students alike, she was known as
*“Mother Stuart’’.

Outside of the family life the Stuart children, of whom there were
three, John Ieighton being the eldest. had a share in Chinese life. They went with
their father on his journeys among the people. They learned to speakthe language ag



Chinese children learn it. They were also taught to read and write. But at the age of
eleven, Dr. Stuart was ‘sent to America. Then began the experience which brings
suffering to mﬁny children of missionary parents, the consciousnéss of being *‘different”
from the other children. The boy newly earrived from Hangchow, tock a desperate
determination to conceal that difference. He sometimes speaks of a scheol to which
he was sent where he managed to keep it a secret that he had been born outside the
south, and where no one was allowed to suspect that the knew anything mere about
China than cther boys of his age.

In 1892 he entered Hampden-Sydney Colleges Virginia. ‘This is
one of the smaller instituticns which has maintained a peculiar distinction, and has. it
has recently heen discovereds a higher number of graduates in Who's Who in proportion
to their number, than Harvard Univessity. During his college cour«e, he found that
his tastes were deﬁnitely scholarly and that his main interests lay m Greek and Latin,
His general inclination was toward teaching, and his ambition suggested that to be a
college professor in his chosen field was the thirg ke would like to do. Upon graduation
he was awarded a scholarship, which would have made it possible for him to take his
A.M. in the classics. For reasons which he has nct explained, he felt it his duty to
decline. He went as a teacher to his old school, Pantops, at Charlotteville Virginia.
where he remained for three years.

There he socn found the possibility of a long pericd of what proved
to be congenial work. The boys interested him; the principal was ageing. Why not

settle into the life of this school, with further study and the college professorship as
future objectives?

It took Ieighton Stuart three years to work out the answer to that
grestion. The obstacle which confronted him was the inner copviction that he ought
to be a minister. It was an urge which he fdught for three years because he knew
that if he accepted ordination, the obvious apd inevitable next step would be to return
to China and share in his _Iather’.;; work, To the young scholar, who was fascinated
with the Greek and R_oman classics, the prospect of preaching in Hangchow presented
no attractions whatever.

Religion is a subject npom which Dr. Stuart displays great reserve.
It is characteristic of him to say very little which is intimafe and pe.rsonal upon this
topic. But in the choice of his carcer, the rellglous motive was raragnount, His fajth
demanded his whole life. In the autumn of 1899 he entered Unicn Theclogical Seminary.
He remarks. in speaking of this decision, that as matters have turned out he was saved
from entering a profession in which he probably could not have remained. ‘“‘With the
trend in education against the classies which has developed since that time, it is almost
certain that I sheuld have had to drop my Latin and Greek and go into some other.
field'’. ‘This may be taken &s g bit of the .dry bumor which is constantly nppearﬁ:g
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in the President’s remarks. but he made another comment which was entirely serious.
I have always found’, he added “That when I have submitted to thé dictates of my.
conscience, I bave never had cause for regret.”’

He graduated from the Seminary in 1902 and with two classmates
spent two years travelling among the churches of the South enlisting _their'suppc!rt for
Missions. ‘These efforts were so successful that “'money rolled in to the Board”’. One
of the classmates was Lacy Moffeit who later came to China at the same time as Dr.
Stua.rt. These two young merm, in.the cotrse of their work witis the churches, went to
New Orleans Louisiaﬁ. There they met two sisters; Aline and Catherine Rodd. - Within
8 year there was a double wedding and the Moifetts and the Stuarts came out to China
together. |

Aline Rodd Stuart was married in November 1904 and armived in
China. in December of the same year, Two years later, her only son, the Rev. John
Stuart was bom. He is-at present a mlmster in Baltimore ’\Ia-*yland From the time
of his birth, the young mother’s health declined, and when the Yenching Community
knew Mrs. Stuart. she was very irail, and often so ill that she was confined-to her
roor. Wheuever her strength permitted, it was her joy to open her homne to us all,
and 1 remember her, a slender fignre with a sweet pale face, soft hair clouding her forehead,
and 2 smile that seemed both bright and wistful. Ever}fthi.ng about her suggested
delicacy — her pretty southern voice, her gentle wavs. her beautiful hands. She was
at once a perfect contrast and a perfect compl_éulent to Mother Stuért and if the latter
was vivacity and eﬁergy, the wife had a pervasive exquisiteness which was drawn out
toward those who knew and loved her as the perfume' of flowers is iirawn_ out in the
rain and the dew. It was during the early Commencgmeut which Venching held prior
to moving out ta the new'site. that Mrs. Stuart became critically ill. She died on the
5th of June 1926, and hers was the first grave in our cemetery. Dr. Stuart’s close
friends are aware that her memory is to him a perfect thing which lives with him,
increasingly precious with the passing of time.

When Dr. Stuart returmed to Hangchow in 1904, bhe joined his
father and plunged into his work. I—Ié also began the scholarly study of Chinese which
he says has in large smeascre taken the place with him of his Latin and Greek. He
continued in preaching .and studying for three wyeuars, and then was invited to join the
faculty of the Naoking Theological Seminary. This was an penmg into the academtic
life which he had supposed was closed to him when he sailed from America. He had
even left his Greek and Latin books behind him, on the eadvice of his father who had
known many missionaries to bring books to Chima which were never opened after they
arrived here. The young man would mot trast himself to decide, He left it to his
Mission. His scholarly b§nt was evidently r_ecognized an_fi he was sent to Nanking,
"'You see'' the President commented at this point “‘As a missionary I bave gome



from bad to worse. First I left preaching for- teaching. and then I left teaching for
uniirersity administration.”

The eleven years in Nanking were in some respects the most satisiy-.
ing Dr. Stuart has known. He was absorbed in the roatine of quiet academic life where
the most intimate relationships were possible with his students and his colleagues, He
published books in Chinese: among * tham Kis2a tials of New Testament Greek, and A4
Commentary un the Apocalypse, He also compiled a Greek:Chinese-English dictionary for
use in his courses. Then in 1918 he was invited to become the President of Yenching
University.

There was nothing attractive about Venching at the time, We were
misarably housed inside the city, withoat facilities or eqaiptment, ‘The institution had
been recently brganized and was fall of jarring fastions, It had less than a hundred
students, and a faculty with only two Chinese _me;.ubers (Dr. J. ¥, 1i, and Dr. Chlen
Tsal Hsin). Many of the foreign moambars of the faculty had few qualifications for
university teaching. ‘The finances of tha new venfure were in the discouraging condition
of a budget of $53,09 and an inzoma of $25.000, which meant an annual deficit of
half the running expenses. The trustees in 3m3rica ware men without any especial
concern for Venching. The Uaniversity was to them only one of many interests,. 50 that
the President says some of them would come to a trustee-meeting rather doubtiul
whether the business to be wvoted upon coancerned Yenching or Bayreuth College in
Smyma. In fact, the bzginning was so disheartening that Dr. Stuart says there had
beén a long search for a man who would shoulder the load- When the invitation came
to him. he knew of several people who had already declined it,

In the midst of the confusion and the discouragement however,

Dr. Stuart saw possibilities. He saw that there might come into existence a Christian
‘college broadly conceived, which woald contribute to social progress in China. It might
.maintain the values of the early missionary motives 'Qf sacrifice and service, and give
them a modemn expression. It _might become a place where Chinese and westerners eould
work togethér with ﬁo sense of differeﬁce. sharing alike in. resyurces, difficulties and
achievements. This last was the possibility waich most appealed to him, and caused
bim to come to Peking. At the time of his ejuiing he .made one condition which he
‘must now lock back upon wnth amuseant and wcnder. He stipulated that he was to
have nothing to do with the raising of money for ‘Szenehmg. That was not to- be his
task.

In recalling this condition I am reminded of a remark of his when
he returned from ome of his many money-ge?tiﬁg trips to America, ‘T mnever see a
beggar’’, said he ‘‘Without a feeling that I belong to the guild.”’

It is quite impossible for the majorty of us to conceive of the
crushing responsibility which finaocial problems have brought with them. We have now
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some five million. which is due in the ma'n to the efforts of Dr. Stuart. For him
there is never any relief from aniziety.- The development of Venching has been so
rapid that when bne realizes that it has a_ll'taiken place since 1919, it seems bardly
credible. ‘The steps must be very briefly summarized; it should be remembered that
each step entailed money, and money in large amounts. - This is rﬁoney which represents
the coining of a man’s ;vitaiity._ The scholarljr_ temperament  does _not. enjoy the
atmosphere of the bustness world,” The man of affairs does mot easily concern himself
with the details of tactful approach to wealthy individuals. It is only fair to reckon
with the fact that Venching has been bought with a price. One may hazard the guess
that it was no more difficnlt for the young man to enter the ministry than for the

mature man t0 enter what is ironicé.lly known as  the monejr-mising game’’,

The first step. in the development of Yenching was the finding
(and financing) of a faculty. ‘The next was the securing of a si_té outside the city
walls where the Venching Community could have its own life. The - next was’ thé
construction of a plant. Hach new building created a new demand for money fér its
upkeep. The power-plant was the worst. “‘It’s like a great humgry beast'’’, Dr.
Stuart once said wearily. ~"You throw it all the money you can find, and it devours
it all, but never has enough’’.

Faculty and plant attracted students in large numbers. Hach
student created a financial p”uzzle. Student fees cover (as is true in universities all
over the world)’barely one seventh of the cost of education. Yenching had no resources
from which to supply the balance. An endowment became imperative. - It is now the
most c¢rying need.

Dr. Stuart has been interested in many phases of education. From
the beginning be has experimeted with courses and departments which will _contribute'
training for definite needs im society and assure the graduate ofa job. Several such
experiments has been given up because of lack of support, but we still have courses in
Pre—medicine, Pre-nursing and in Journalism and Hducation which are of this nature, But
on the other hand __i:he President has never relinquished his interest in the scholarly
world. and support has been woa in various fields for important research. The fost
conSpic.uo'ns achievement is the Harvard—Y:nching Institute. This is concerned - with
Sinological studies and is made possible by a substantial gift for the estate of an
Oberlin graduate named Hall, who left a will directing that his money be used in setting
up foundations and {nstitutions which should further the cultural contacts of Hast and
West. Many gifts were made for this purpose, but the gift to Yenc.hing. was the
largest., 'This. says Dr. Stuart, is because of the confidence the executors of the estate
came to have in Y«mching’s futare. - They estimated that future In terms of Yenching’s

President.
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It remains but to sp.eak' of Dr. Stuart’s connection with affairs outside
the University. He has for many years been a.member_ of the China Foundation and the
Institute of Pacifi_c Relations.. He has friends among men in public life in both the East
and the West. But he considers his connections as limited and unmimportant compared
with his work for Venching,

It is not possible in Yhe life tim= of a given individual to estimate
the siguificance of his career, But perhaps this statenient may be_ ventured; in a time
when Hait and West have béen brought fogether into_suddeﬁ’ and for the most part
inharmonious contacts John, Yeighton S__tuart'has given himself to the attempt to found
a university in which there should be ‘‘no semse of difference between 'weste:_mers
and Chinese, but where both should shate in a common life, in resources, difficulties.

and achievements alike.”

It is for Yenching to demoustrate whether that attempt has succeeded

and can survive.
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