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PREFACE.

. T el .

Ii is not the” wish of ‘the writer nf this little

““Volume, any more than ﬁ is in hg; power, to

draw, in glnwmg cul:}ur:, a picture of slghta and

scenes through which it has been her ot to pass,
“but merely, at the desire of "her friends, to give

-in mmp"le truthfulness B detail uf those domestic
\-EGE.‘:HTI ences whmh fell lmmedmtel}r undq;r*imr-
. OWN: ::ﬁaservatmn during the siege of Lucknow, to

v g
shnw how funderfully she was protected in.

penls and ﬂanﬂers of no urdlnaf'y kind, and how,
When called to drink deeply of the cup of human
_SOITOW, the arm of the Lord was brer stay,” a |

“rock of deferice in the day of tmub‘}.e "

Bath, November, 1858,
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CHAPTER T.

Letters written from Gonda—Letter of 20th May- after hear-
ing news of the Qutbreak at Meerut and Delhi—Alarm of
Mutiny at the neighbouring Statiog of Fyzabad —Letter of
30th May—Alarm at Gonda—DPolice Sowars shew sighe of
rising-+Small chance of Escape—Ladies ordered to be sent
fo Lucknow—Part from my Husband—Terror of eie=

~ —Alone with Sepoy guard—Overtuke Secrora Fugitives—
" Rest at Aramnnggur—Reach Lucknow.

IN order to the full understanding of the
following short narrative, it will be needful
for me to state that at the commencement of
the mutiny in the Indian native imy, my
late husband and myself were stationed with
our child atf” Gonda, & military $tation in
- Oude, about eighty miles from ISucknow,
- where, after several changes since our arrival
- in India, we had Been hving for the last eight
months the peaceful and getired life of an
Indian officer's family in an up-country sta-

.
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2 A WIDOW'S TREMINISCENCES

tion. Visits from friends had been few and
far between, and there had been httle to mark
the lapse of time but the welcome ‘arrival of
letters from England, which told ef the joys

and gorrows of those we loved at home. It
was from pesceful security, such as this, that
we were Euddeuly aroused on the 22nd of -
May, 188%, by the slarming news of the
TCASSAcTes at Meécrut and Delhi of all the
Furopesn inhabitants of those stations, This
was followed a few days afterwards by tho
apnouncement of the murder of Rrigadier

itandscombe, by the men of the 71st N.I,
and also of further disturbance at Lucknow.
We therefore commenced making a wall
round the Trﬂas‘ury, for defence in case of
need. )

On the 2nd we heard of dlEtHI’hﬂHﬂFE at
Moradabad,” and disarming of regiments at
Iahore.”” The fortification of the Treasury
was proaseded with, though weth little hopo
~of its being any protection.

The effect of these fearful tidings, and
state of trembling anxietydn which we lived
during the few days preceding my flight to
Lucknow, will be best explained by the inser-

o
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tion of the following lettars which, during the
“interval, I wrote home -

“ Gonda, May 29, 1857.
- My dearest Father,

“Your letters of the 25th of la.st
month have just reached in time for nie to
.answer them by the mail, which leaves to-

morrow. It is seldom that I deder writing
- until so late, but the past fortnight has been
one of such intense anxiety and treuble to
- every one, that we have been unable to think
of anything but our own fears and terror, I

think we have all become fearfully nervsus;
every unusual sound makes one start; for
who can trust these natives now, when they
seem to be thirsting for European blood ?

“We feel dreat confidence in the steadiness
- of our own regiment; but should they be
- corrupted by communication with ather dis-
contented parties, why, no one can gnswer for
them. You will read in the papershe fearful
accounts of the massacres at Meerat and
Delhi: we knew Colonel Finnis, who was
Ianlled at Meerute and all the 88th N. I., the
regiment which was statmned at this place_
when we came here, were at Dell:u

‘ B 9
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‘“ T cannot deseribe to you what our feelings
have been lately—only ten Europeans in the
plane; completely at the mercy of the natives :
what could we do if they chose to rise?
Many were the plans suggested of fortifying
ourflves in one house, but this would give
rise to suspicion, and the natives would think
we were @fraid of them ; and cven I don't
| -'fial afeaid of the cowards, only one does not
like the®idea of being murdered with those
who are dearest @ you. Then they talked of
sending Mrs. Clark end myself, with ounr
=t=ldven, down the river in a native boat to
Calecutta, E?hich we strongly opposed; for
would be better to die with our husbands
than leave them alone; but our precautions
would have beébn unnecessary Tor, God has
| 1spnsed the hearts of this penplﬂ to be
‘favourable tewards us, and now we do not
feel so nriich cause for alarm.

‘We .hage had no news fromelDelhi, since
last I wpote, the natives having taken pos-
segsion of the roads, and cut off all commu-
nication with that place, sa that the fate of
_those remaining there is wrapped in mystery.
Our European régiments from Simla and
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Umballa must be there now; but vou know
the distance is so great, and the English
cannot travel in this weather like natives, so

‘that there*has been great delay in reaching
- Delhi; but they will not be slow in avenging

the blood of our brothers and sisters : and
soon all that remains of this ancient Indian
caprtal will be one vast_tomb.

* The news received to-day, the 20th, from
Agra, the nearest station to Delhi, was that
the firing of artillery was hewrd, s0 that our
troops must have reached, but this is all we
can yet learn.
= “The next station to us, Fyzabad, is in
rather an anxious state, One regiment shews
signs of discontent, and our regiment is
warned to be® ready at any moment to start
thither; however, I trust there will be no -
necessity for this. If signal vengeance Is
taken on the mutineers it is hoped others
will be intimsidated, and quietnessabe once
more restored to our land; but we can never
feel confidence in these native regiments
again, .and of course European troops will
have to be stationed in every large city.
Lucknow has beep well fortificd by our wise
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Commissioner, Sir H. Lawrence. There are
many poor ‘ladies and children shut up In
‘the Residency.

“ You may imagine how 1 havé longed to
be at home, once more In England, with my
husband and child in safety; but well may 1
say, ‘ Lhe Lord hgth been a tower of defence
in the _dﬂ"nf troubls, for when no arm of
flosh could save us, He alone has proved our
shelter amidst the storm.

“ Durigg thig time I have been troubled
too sbout my babe, for the intemse heat
=g} we have been enduring seems at
times almost to overpower his little strengtlf;
but the rains will soon be commencing, and
then T hope we shall have the weather rather
cooler and mors 'endumbla'tha; this. |

“Baby is such a precnéiuus little fellow,
and lesrns &lmost 100 quickly. When I tell
niin he 14 naughty, he runs into the corner
by himself: he becomes more SMusIng every
day, and makes one forget all troubles with

his little bright face.

« But T must finish this. Give my love
to all. -~ I cannot write much this time, and

at the present moment the heat 18 80 Over-
£ .

i.
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powering that.it makes even writing difficult.
With very much kind love to yoursel,

“ Believe me, my dearest father,
“*Your ever affectionate daughter,
“Karuering M. B.”

| “ Gonda, May 30, 1857.

“ My dearest E., | _

“ Nothing must prevent my writing

to you, though I do not feel as if*I could
~say much; I have been .so terror-struck
at all the fearful and heartrending scenes that
- have lately been transacted in this unhapma.
sountry that I have scarcely spirits even to
write home ; but I trust all these distnrbances
will soon be at an end, and that such an
example will*be made of the*mutineers that
the ﬁnatiw.:es will be intimidated from ever

| 3

committing such fearful massacres again.
We have had such a heartrending time since
last I wrotewny home letters. I kpow I was
never very brave, but how could I help feel-
ing frightened at the tales of bloodshed and
horror which the papers have been bringing
us almost daily. All the time we were in
¢that dreadful suspense, Wwhen each morning
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brought news which made the stoutest heart
tremble, and we did not know when our turn-
might come. 1 cannot tell you how I felt;
I could neither sleep, eat, talk, or do anything
but look to my husband for protection against -
foes.which I fancied near at hand. T used

to sit and cry over baby, thinking it might
soon be snatched Trom my arms and mur-
dered before my very eyes. But, God be
t.hanked we are yet spared—the living to
praise Him. How I longed to be at home
~with you all. I sometimes feared I should
Jever see you again on earth; but we are
galning more courage and putting away tlese
sad thoughts now, for I trust all will soon
be at peace: but alas! for the widows and
orphans who ase mourning the toss of many
a loved one. That Mrs. G. you spoke of
was at Delhi; her husband was murd;red,
and no one knows what has become of her
and her cﬂlldren But what fearful tales we
shall soon hear: I hope not one stone of
Delhi will be left standing. The Commander-
m-Chief has been very slow 1p reaching there;
_every one is incensed against him; but we
shall sce how he*will act in regard to the
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- mutineers. I can talk of nothing but this,
. and you will not he much surprised. = *
 “Thank J. B. tor the Missionary Intelli-
gencer ; it is quite a treat to me to read any-
, thing of this kind in India, where one seldom
meets with Missionary, T fear we shall
- never get one at Gonda. |

“Dear baby is very well; the merriest
little fellow you ever saw. - |

“Your affectionate sister,

"~ Y“K. M. B.”

June 6.-—We are becoming alarmed. _Tha
T’olice Sowars shew Symptoms of riging. The
Clarks sleep at our bun galow. Unguiet nights
and weary days: all things are insecure. An
express detajling sad loss of Life came 1o,
Sunday, the 7th, was g day of great disturh-
ance ; news of the massacreg ay Saharanpore
and Seetapore came in, giving an account of
the wholesale slaughter of the Eurn;pean inha-
bitants. We were now alarmed, and not
-without cause; for though of our own regi-
ment we felt tolerably confident, we kpew
not what effect the bad example of other
¢orps might have on our men.

e
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For many, nights we had scarcely dared to
close our eyes. I kept a sword under my
pillow, and dear R. had his pistol loaded
ready to start up at the slightest sound,
though small would have been our chance ofy
escape had we been attacked : a little band
of a dozen Europeans against a whole regi-
ment of [epoys. My husband always con-
soded me with the prﬂmlse that should things
come to the worst he would destroy me with
his own hand ratber than let me fall into the
“power of those brutal Sepoys. Never can I
$orpet that time: how I clung to him for
* help and protection at this fearful times
though we both felt that «& the Lord alone
was & atrﬂng tower of defence agamst the
enemy.” We uded to look at nuﬂuncnnﬂcmus
babe, laughing in happy innocence, "and then
at each ofher, neither willing to express the
sad - thoughts that were uppermost in the
minds of both. At 4 p.m. a messenger ar-
rived fropn Secrora, saying that Sir Henry
Lawrence had desired that the ladies and -
~ children from the out-stations should be sent
" into Lucknow immediately for better security.
The letter from Selrora stated that the ladies
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would start from that station at gight the same
evening, and advised our joining them, that
we might proceed together into Lucknow, a
listance’ bf eighty miles from Gonda.  This
ras & sudden blow to me. Often had I con-
emplated death with my husband, but not
separation from him ; ﬂnd under such terrible
circumstances too, when hlE cheerful spirit and
loved cﬂmpﬂnmnthp were more than ewer
needed to raise my drooping courage at the
prospect of dangers and distresses little antie;-
pated-by anyone. Most earnestly did I plead

. that I might be allowed to remain withhing;
“but he convinced me that were it only for my
baby's sake I ought to go into Lucknow, and
wo should then both of us have more chance of

- escaping with our lives than "by remaining at
Gonda.  God alone knows how bitter was
the struggle to feel that it was my duty to
leave him : but how little did I then think that
We were tomeet no more on earthn I put to-
gether a fow things for baby, and tonk one last
look round the house which had been to me
such a happy heme, that the thought of SOITOW
reaching me there had _seldom crossed my
mind. At sixin the evenmg, Mys. Clark, my-
-
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self, and our tyo children started on elephants;
Mr. Clark and my husband accompanying us
as far as Secrora, sixteen miles distant, where
we were to join the other ladies, and proceed
together to Lucknow. We took a circumitous
route*in order #p avoid coming 1n contact
with the Sowars, who had been turned ount of
the Etﬂ.tlﬂl].thﬂ.t m?lrmng A native went
befpre to show us the way, and great was my
fear lest he should lead us into some village
where we might bg surrounded by mutinous
‘sepoys. We reached Secrora at 11 pm, and
found to our dismay that the party had left
the station two hours previously, so that oure
only chance was to journey on until we over-
took them. We Etayed for half-an-hour at
Mt. Wingficld's,*where we had somne . tea and
milk for the children, and then bid fﬂ.rﬁwell
to our husbands. They put us on our ele-
phanis, and well do I remember dear Robert's
cheerful, “ z}ﬂud bye dear Kate, kgpp up your
spirits, we shall soon meet agan, and take
 care of my little darling.”
I begged him to go on with us, but he
_could not leave the rogiment, though his
heart ached at giviny his wife. and child into
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the care of a guard of sepoys,fin whom he
could feel but little confidence Mr. Hale
gave me a large wrapper to make g more
corafortable seat on the elephant ; and T took
‘baby in my arms, gave my husband a last
tearful look, and thus wewommenced our
miduight jonrney, casting all our care upon
Him who never siumbgreth or slempeth. Our
Spirits were by no means cheered at hearing
the 'threﬂtening]nnguage of our escort during
the whole of that tearful wight, and feeling
our Qqwn perilous position—itwo helpless
women and two little child;eu, entirely in
the power of these men ; but God in His
infinite wisdom softened their hearts towards
us. Sometimes they made oy elephant stand
still whilst tRey lay upon the ground laugh-
ing and talking ; but whenever [ asked them
for water for baby to drink, they would give
1t me. Once when they were loading their
guns, I asksd them what they wera going to
do. “Oh,” they said, “ there e +80 many
bad people about, we are going to fight for
you." And so we journeyed on thronghout
that weary night with hearts fearful and
trembling. At pight on 1Mﬂﬂdﬂ}f morning
~
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we overtooln the party who had preceded us:
they were all on the other side of the river,
and we followed them, crossing 1n boats.
We rested at the village of Rammuggur, at
the house of & Thanadar, where we were abla
to Dathe the amildren and get some food.
Our party consisted of seven Indies, twelve
children, end four officers. We remained at
this pl-ﬂce until the afternoon. At 4 p.m., we
mounted our elephants again to proceed on
oursjourney ; aed the terror of that night
cannot be described, and never will beeffaced
from my memory. We constantly met with
parties who threatened to intercept our prov
gress, and they were only prevented from
doing so by the skilful management of Cap- -
tain H. Forbés, who dissuadél them from
their purpose. It was indeed to his coolness
and bravery, that, under the protecting hand
of God, e owed our safe arrival 1n Lncknow.
That weeever reached the place was httle
<hort of & miracle: we arrived there June 9th,
having had to flee from our own escort, WEary
and exhausted with hot winds, dust, and
" scorching sun, and worn out with fatigue, in.

addition to the anxiety we felt as to the
c .
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fate of those dearest to us, wl;bm we had
left behind. When we entered the Residency,
1t presented a scene of the utmost confusion,
so that I counld scarcely recognise it to be the
same place I had seen a year before.
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OuR party separated, some going to one gag-
rison¥* and some to another. My friend Mrs.
Clark, .and her child, went to the Residency,
whilst 1 accompanied another, party to a
house called the Begum-Xotie, a most unin-
viting looking place, so dirty, having neither
a punkah to cool the air or a scrap of furni-
ture to set it off, but we had to make the best
of it. I°scarcely knew any one in Lucknow
at that fime, and the few I did know were
members of other garrisons, so that we never
met. Who can describe the trouble and

* The seventeen diffefent honses and buildings within the

walls were known, during the siege, as Uifferent ga:risons.
3
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anxiety of that period ? T was tlﬁu left for
* the first time to take care of myself, separated
from dear Robert, and ignorant of what had
become of him. In addition to this, T was
entirely without servants, snd thrown amungst
- & crowd of strangers, too much taken up With
-their own trials and anxietigs to heed another.
"But this was but the beginning o™ troubles,
and we felt that we must set ourselves with -
brave hearts and ready hands to encounter
the miseries and discomforts sonsequent u‘ﬁbn |

our situation, Many set to work with cheer-
fulness and energy to render our uncomfort-
alfle room more habitable, and on that B#st
- might we slept, fifteen in one room, pauked
~closely together, so that each mlght feel the
benefit of the punkah, which® Mrs. Boileau
- with her usual energy and forethoughs had
managed to have put up during the da.y |
We had to endure intense heat (for.this was

“the hottest part of the wear), mosquitoes and
fhies in swarms, How great a change after
the comforts of ouf own homes ! and, at the
same time, how great was our anxiety con-
cerning the fate of our husbands ! for as yet

we had had no news of them.
i -
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June 10.—We divided our room into por-
tions, each person taking a corner for herself,
which she henceforth looked upon as her own
property, where she stowed away her bed and
. other valuables, principally consisting of a
single change of linen, for those avho, like
myself, had fled in from the district, not
rbeing  able to save anything, were indebted
to'-the kindness of many in Lucknow, who
promptly and willingly gave their olothes,

and supplied other eomforts to those who
oameo in as fagitives from the out-stations.’

June 11.—One of my servants came in
from Gonda, bringing the bundle of clothts
which in my distress 1 had forgotten to take
with ‘e on the elephant. He told me he
had left his thaster well, and"the regiment
- was quist : this was an imménse relief to my
anxiety.,, -

June 12.—Received a short note from dear
Robert, tglling me of his escape from Gonda
with the, other officers. Very grateful was I
to the Father of all mercies to think he had
“escaped from the hands of-those murderous
- Sepoys, and that we might ere long meet

again, I also received two notes written

.
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from Gonda, when he had not hefird of my

“safe arrival in Luoknow, of whieh the fol-
lowing is one :—

. ““Gronde, June 9, 1857, .
“My dearest K., L
“1 trust that the Almighty has
given you a safe refige. .+ + . .= Having .
- passed the night at Secrora, we rode over
here this morning. Matters here are much
the same as when you left ; a.general faelingi-_
of security exists, but we are making prepara-
tions for an endeavour to escape if matters
come to the worst. Oh! that I_.ma.y_bﬂ;-zparhdf
to see you and my sweet littls boy, but having
done our best we must rest our hope on Him
who alone is *able to save.  This T trust I
devoutly do. Do not therefore be anxious,
but let us at this season ask for-the grace of
God In a repentant. spirit. I am not fit to
die; but do,~my dearest wife, as you love
me, pray thatra new heart may be given me,
and that if anything happens, we may meet
at that throne of. grace where there is no.
MOre MOUrning or sorrow.
“E.(.ise good companion in these trying
c 2 »
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times ; hi%:gpirit is that of perfect dependence
upon the Almighty. 1 trust that grace may-
be given us both 4o support this spirit, and
that if we do not incur danger the effect may
not pass from us; but that I may be a more
fifting companion to you in the road that
leads to life. . e+ + - - You must not
mind the discomforts about you; only do
not be too anxious, and so become ill, as our
little baby will suffer forit. .. . .- . We
hope to reachs Bulrampore, if thers is any
distarbance ; and I trust if such isathe case
~ we may get some previous notice of it. 1
have nothing more to add, my beloved wife,
but to ask you to pray for me, as does for
you | |
- *- “Your attachod husband.”

June 14 —Ha&rd again from dear Robert,
that he and- his party had reached _Bulra.m-
pore in safety. From this time I never heard
' again; mno further news reacked me, as all
fﬂmmunwatmn was cut off between Lucknow
and every other place. Each day brought
in fresh fugitives from the out-stations, snd
fearful were the tales they told of the cruel

scenes they had thnessed and from whiah,




OF LUCKNOW., 21

through the mercy of God, they h‘aﬂ escaped.
- Saw Mrs. Clark : she has been at the Resi-
dency since we came in, but now thinks. o
coming to our room. | |

June 20.—Mrs. Clark and her little ohild
have joined our party ; she is sqon expecting
her confinement, and she would rather be
with me than any one 915&1 thougk, she has
had many more comforts where she hLas been
than she can have in our crowded room., Her
little boy is beginning to look very sickly;
he was alweys an extremely delicate %hild ;
and this intense heat, the crowded room, and
want of fregh air, are felt even. by the
strongest My own little darling is still fat
and bonnie; I am rejoicing over him with
trembling, foe I cannot but fetr what effect
this close c¢onfinement may have on him,
I have laid in a small Btore of- candles and
Soap ; the servauts .say that we shall scon be
shut up, and.shall not be able to get, supplies
of any kind, .

June 27.-—All our servants have deserted
us, and now our trials have begun in earnest ;
from morning till night we can get no food

cooked, and have not the feans of doing it

Ty
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for nuraelﬁiﬂ . how we are to manage now, 1
eannot tell.

June 28.—We have found a woman who
promises to cook for us once & day, and
brings us hot water for breakfast and tea; if
sha will only make my baby’s food, I shall be
able to manage tﬂlerﬂbly well. My time 18
fully oscwnied in nursmg, and washing our
olothes; together with cups and saucers, and
fahning away the flies which have become a
foarful nuisance. Sometimes when the food
is pla¥ed on the table, we cannot tpll what

it is, for it only looks like a black and hving
" mass. v
. I have taken upon myself to keep the
room somewhat neat and clean, for most of
‘my fellow sufferers are too ill® mentally and
bodily, to care how things.lnoi:; but it
troobles me much to see things untidy about
me, and so long as God gives me health and
strength I will do my best t» add to the
comfort of others, even if I afford them
amusement by giving -them occasion to call
me the servant-of-all-work. Strength is given
in proportion to our day, and truly I found
it 8o, for never did 1 more stand 1 need of

*
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an onergetic and independent sbirit than
now, surrounded by strangers, With no hus-
band near to look up to for protection and
help, and with my little babe entirely de-
pendent upon me. In one way it was almost
a blessing to have no servants, because it
gave us 8o much occupation that we had less
time to dwell upon our troubles ang anxieties
ooncerning those absent from us; and miny
s smile was drawn forth at the wery absenoe
of the comforts and even the necessaries of
life. But it is time to give a description of
our daily mode of life. We were up as soon
as it was light, having opened our eyea upon
8 large whitewashed room, containing sevgn
charpogs (by which I mean native bedsteads),
one long tabkle, three chairs—for few of us
were possessed of such things, and some
boxes and bundles scattered about the room.
Our first occupation was washing and dress-
ing our children and setting thinga_;tu rights,
for this was our sitting as well as sleep-
g apartment ; then breakfast was to be
thought of, and this appeared when it suited
our attendant to bring it, and then it looked
50 uninviting that hunger alone made it

I
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pﬂ.]atahle.\{]_‘he rest of the day was employed
In various \Jomestic matters, and in endea-
vourmng to keep ourselves cool, but the heat
was most intense and many were beginuing
to suffer greatly from its effedts. In the
evening when the work of the day was over
and our little ones were asleep, we used to
gather round & chliir, which formed our tea-
table, sitting on the bedside, and drinking
our tea (ot the strongest in the world) by
the light of a candle which was stuck in a
bottle, that being our only candlestick, and
then we talked together of bygone days, of
happy homes in England where our child-
hood had been spent, bringing from memory's
a’_fures tales to cheer the passing hour, and
thinking of loved ones far away: of- the
father that knqw"nﬂt as yet that' his child
wes a captive in a foreign land : of the b;*ight |
band of  sisters and brothers who formed the
household ocircle: but most of all of the
husband 'Heeing perhﬁ.pa for his life, whose
~heart was with his wife and child in their
captivity, and who might even then be coming
to their rescue—and many were the prayers

Eﬂﬂf 17 YL +||"l. .]-l.i-li"i'-'!'i_l:“ dﬂ-.ﬂ-..l- oy a _1_ - . 1 . |
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June 29th.—A sudden blow *has fallen
upon us: the first of our little band has
been taken away. Poor Mrs. Hale died to-
day. She was taken ill at three o’clock in
the afternoon with cholera, and though every-
thing was done for her by the medical men
and those around which skill and kindness
could suggest, it was_all in vains at 6 p.m.
all pain left her, and we saw that she was
rapidly sinking ; the dews of death hegan to
gather on her brow and she-oon became nn-
conscious. Mr. Harris, the chaplain, came
and read some of the Visitation Service, and
then as we stood beside her watching her
gentle breathing, her spirit passed away,to
the God who gave it.* It was the first time
I had ever sten death in any shape, and great
weg the shock when the first was taken from
among us, though we could not but feel that
. poor Mrs. H. was much to be envied in being
spared all she sufferings of that tegrible siege.
At eight that evening she was laid in_her coffin.
I took her little Katic and put her to sleep.
Poor Iittle lamb, how unconscious was she of
her sad loss: a motherless babe amongst
strangers and her father Tar away. But her

~
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Heavanlymﬁ‘ather took care of her, and she
~ found o horte and kind friends with Major
and Mrs. Marriott, but 'notwithsta.nding all
their care, her strength and health, like that
of the other children, gradually%aded away

and she died, just before General Havelock
entered Lucknow.

~

-
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CHAPTER IIIL

o N

~
Battle of Chinhut—Siage begina—Rationa ~Native Cooking—
Children suffer from bad food—Suffer from heat—No Coolie
to pull Punkah—Disturbed by night attacke—Sir H. Law-
rence wounded—Muchee Bhowan bigwn up—Mr., Ommaney
. wounded—Mr. Polehampton wounded—Smali Pox in our
. Qarrffon~Second death——Mrs. Polehampton sent to Begnm
“Kotie—Death of Mrs, Clark—Child very ill—Another death
. =—Baby better-~Get milk for him-~Dr, Darby—Ladies eent
to our garrison from Brigade mess—Rations reduced.

June 80.—The unfortunate engagement at
Chinhut tosk place this morning, when our
trqnps’t;rere beaten back with severe loss and
our gates closed, and from this day the siege
actually commenced. As to myself 1 knew
but little #f what went on outside our room.
We dared not venture out on accodnt of
the shot and shell which were flying thickly
about, and I found enough to do indoors in

the care of my baby and the constant drudgery
of household work. )
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July 1.—=From this day rations were served
out to us: attar, or flour, which we made
into chupatties ; rice; dall, or peas; salt and
meat., This would have been quite sufficient
for our wants lmd we been able to get it
Properly cunkad but the natives who under-
tock to prepare it for us would only do so on
the conditiop that ail our rations were cooked
tugethef. These, cﬂnsi%ting of the meat, peas,
attar, rice, and sea biscuits, were put together
into & saucepan with some water and made
into a stew; but as the saucepan was of
copper and could not be relined during the
sliege, the food when it was turned out was
often perfectly green—hunger alone could
make it enjoyable. But it was the children
who suffered most; they could »ot eat such
food as this, and we had none else%o give
them. My own little baby ! could papa have
seen you. now, how would his heart have
ached. The nights were more ,wearisome
than ®he days, for the heat was so intenso
that the children could not sleep, and we
could seldom find a coolie to pull the punkah,
Often we sat up fanning the poor little things
onrgalves that thevuoht obtain rest. Oh'!
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those weary hours of watching,” when with
nothing else to occupy our tﬂmughts they
would wander from the innocent babe before
one far away to peaceful England, and we
wondered if any there were remembering
their petitions “ all prisoners and captives.”
'We were often disturbed during the night by
an attack from our enemies omtside, when
some one would cry out “ All lights to be
put out!” thus greatly increasing our dis-
tress, as the children woulé cry at being in
darkness, and we ourselves were trembling
with fear lest the enemy should get in. This
was at the commencement of the siege, for we
gsoon became 8o whed to such things that they
caused far less alarm than at first, though
they were dlways frightful enough.

July 2.—Heard that Sir Henry Lawrence
was wounded this morning by a shell. | Last
night the Muchee Bhowan fort was blown
up ; it was such a tremendous shgck that we
all sprung out of our beds not knqwing what
had happened, but thinking that the sepoys
had really blown up our defences and forced
their way in. Our room was so thick in
dust that when we had lighted a ecandle
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we could scarcely see one another; the
bricks and mortar had fallen from the geiling
and the poor little children were scream-
ing with terror. My baby was standing
up in bed shouting for mamma, who was as
much frightened as he was; but we were re-
assured by Cﬂptﬂi% Thomas of the Artillery,
who ran in-and said it was ““ All nght!” He
had just rusMed into the Residency, through
the city, with the.other officers who were
holding the Muchep Bhowan, and not & shot
.had been fired at them: his poor wife, who
was an occupant of the same house as our- -
solves, was almost overpowered with joy &
seetng her husband come it safely.

July 4.—Heard that Mr. Ommaney had
been severely wounded and was wdt expected
to recover. Bir Henry Lawrence died this
morngng. . -

July 8—I was standing by the door with
baby, looking out into the coustyard at a
little girl playing with a round shot, when
she was struck in the head and killed in-
stantly. It gave me such a shock that I

fainted away at the time, and I can never
el Af that noor little ohild withont a



OF LUCENOW. . 31

Mr. Ommaney died to-day. I heard also
- that Mr. Polehampton had beén wounded
yesterday, but that he was doing well. 1 had
seen him but once since coming into Luck-
now, but that one glimpse of such a bright
fuco was enough to cheer one's heart for s
week : I trust he will be spared, for bow sad
will be the loss to the whole gamﬂqn if he is8
taken away,

July 10.—~A wretched aday of incessant
firing ; all the children are wsak and ill, and
no wonder, for they feel the deprivation of
fresh air and good food more than we do.
When will there be an end to all this
f wretchedness ! |

July 12.—Mrs. Thomas 1s very ill; there
18 & rumour that she has small pox. How
terrible 1f such 1s the case, when we are so
closely confined and there is no possibility of
getting fresh air: I tremble for ,tnjr' poor
baby, as there is every chance of ljs taking
it. Our troubles and anxieties are daily in-
‘creasing and at fimes seem overwhelming,
but *‘the Lord sitteth above the waterflood.”

July 16.—The second of our household has
been taken away. Mrs. T. died this mormng

™
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of small pox, end leaves a little girl who looks
as though she would not long survive her.
July 20.—Mrs. Clark was confined to-day ;
what a scene does our room present: nine of
us 1n 1t, and poor Mrs. C. so ill that she
onght to be kept perfectly quiet. Mrs. K.
~ and myself have enﬂugh on our hands now,
and if our health should fail, what would
~ become of the poor little children. Heard
this momning thatfr. Polehampton had died
of cholera. Iue the evening his poor wife,
with Mrs. Gall and Mrs. Barber (two widows
whose husbands had been killed just befors
the commencement of the siege) came to the ..
Begum Kotee and occupied the room next
to ours. 1 had not seen Mrs. Polehampton
since I had met her & year befors, just as we
- had both come to Lucknow, and when every-
thing was shining brightly around the path®
of each: and now it mekes my heart ache to
see her In “this first-lorn howr of widow-
hood, when not a prop seems left below, yet
“cheered and cheering all the while with mild
but unaffected smile.” May God comfort
~her desolate heart ! earthly consolation is of
no avail in sorrow such as this.

f‘.
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July 29.—What a sad week has the past
‘one been. Poor Mrs. Clark is gradually sink-
ing, and her babe is dying. Her mind is con-
stantly wandering, and she tells me to sit
beside her, for she has much to say to me,
T have been hstening to her during the night;
she frequently exclaims, “ Aighten my dark-
ness I beseech Thee, ® Lord,” and many
such beautiful expressions, She tokes no
notice of her children, both of whom are.
daily getting weaker from want of proper
nourishinent, - .
July 80.—Mrs. Clark seemed easier,'this
.morning : we fancied she was better, hut it
"was not really so. She told me she wanted:
to sit up, and asked me to bring her boxes
-and pack them up as she was going on a long
journey end must have everything prepared.
Y did what she wished, sorted her things and
put them back in the boxes. “ Thenk you,”
she said, “now I am guite ready : the doolie
is here, but the bearers have not ecome.”
Yes, she was ready to depart and the angols
- were waiting to carry her to her bright home

above. I gave her some agrowroot, and from
*“that time <he never analra aocnin hnt cmarnard
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to be quietly dosing all day. In the evening
we gaw that she was rapidly sinking: Mr.-
Harris came and read some of the Visitation
prayers and- baptized the little babe; there
was no one to ask what it should be named,
and we called it after its mother. Oh! it
was a mournful seene : that poor young thing
and her thild dying far away from all she
loved. She was one of those gentle beings
who could not struggle through hardships
and trials such a8 we then had to endure,
one of ’

‘ Those holy ones and weakly,
| Who the cross of suffering bore, -
Folded their pale hands so meekly,
Spake with us on earth no more.”

Truly we had ﬁtlnugh to make pur hearts
sad as 6ne after another of our cﬂmpmunﬂs
were gathered home. She was unconscioud
for som= hours before she died, and about
midnight her spirit gently passed away to
“that land where the inhabitant shall no
more say 1 am sick.” Now we have two
motherless children left to our care.

July 81.—~My poor friend has been carried -

to her last abode this moming. The infantss
-~ e
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is ginking : it is strange it has lived so long.
My own little babe is taken ill with cholera :
may God in mercy spare him to me!

August 1.—Last night Dr. Wells told me
my child was dying; he was so ill he would
take no notice of me. Mrs. Polehampton
came to help me nurse ¥m: she was ever
ready in the midst of her own sorrow to
comfort those who were in trouble. We ad-
ministered the strongest remedies which could
be given to a child, and I knelt at his bedside
all night, and towards morning he began to
‘revive, sat up, and looked so bright. Thank .
God my child was spared to me; but oh!
how weak he was: he could scarcely lift up
his hittle head, for the strong remedies which
had beenr used had so affected him and the
fresh air which was wanted to restore his
‘strangth he could not have. ﬁ

August .—A day of intense midery, for I
was taken 111 myself; there was flo one to
nurse my child and I was almost ‘too weak
to hold him. There was no kind husband
near to cheer and comfort me at this trying

time, and my chief anxiety was about my
“thala e 2 F dhimeald bhe o tale oo o1



36 ‘A WIDOW'S REMINISCENCES

would there be to care for him. Mrs. Clark’s
infant died to-day. Her other little child -
was taken charge of by Mrs. Pitt, but not-
withstanding the tender care which was taken
of him, he sank from exhaustion and died
about a fortnight after.

August 8.—Ansther has been taken away:
poor Mrs. K. has lost her child, such a sweet
little thing that it was petted and loved by
all in the room. 1 helped the poor mother
to wash and dress it, and Captain Greydon
sent us a little box, in which we laid it:
there were now only three of us left, and we
looked at each other, as much as to say: .
“ Who will be the next to go ?” T .folt as if
I should go out of my mind if we stayed ‘in
that room’ any longer, so arrangements were
made for us to go to Mrs. Ommaney’s kouse
and share a room with Mrs, Greene, and here
we were snuch more comfortable : all around
were kird and did what they could to assist us.

August 10.—DBaby 18 so much better that
I am quite in spirits about him, he will not
be away from me for an instant: so that I
"have en r::rugh to dq between washing, cooking,

T T+ _ " 1T r . 001" gy T,
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great mercy that we have so much to oceupy
. us, giving less time for sad thﬂughts, as to
how long this terrible siege is to last : whether
relief will ever come, and what news we shall
have concerning those that are dearest to us.

August12.—Baby continues to get stronger.
If I could only get him ggod food and fresh
air I think he would get quite well again.
Mrs, Martin gives me a little milk for him
every day, and this is more precious than
gold. Mrs. K. is very weak and unwell : she
feels the loss of her child so deeply. We
~ ocoupy the same part of the room and have
. Our rations together, which at this time we
have to cook for ourselves ; she manages this
f&muusly, but I am terribly stupid at it. T
am generally thinking more of baby than the
dinner when [ have to prepare it: however
there is a prospect of my having sufficient
opportunity for improving in this matter
before the siege is over. I am geperally up
as soon as it ig light, when T take baby out
and look for wood to light the fire with,
befors we can boil the water for breakfast.
Then I run across the road to sece Mrs. Pols-
hampton for a [ew miuul?us, come hack and

-
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make baby's food, dress the little fellow, and
set the room’ to rights. (Generally there are
some clothes to be washed, and then I put
my child to sleep and sit beside him to fan
away the flies and mosquitoes, whilst T read
the psalms and lessons ; and how touchingly
applicable were many of those beautiful psalmg
to our own cese. Never before had been
breathed forth with such earnestness those
words, “ O, let the sorrowful sighing of -the
prisoners come-before Thee : and preserve
Thou those that are appointed to die;” and
many other such expressions. I have seldom
time to do any needlework, because when baby
wakes I have to nurse him again and amuse
him, and talk fo him about Papa. When I
ask him where his Papa is, he always points
up to heaven. It is so strange, and I cannot
besar to see him do it. Oh, this long and
weary time since I heard from dear R.; what
may not have happened !

"We arg sometimes fortunate enough to get
a coolis to pull the punkah, by paying him
very highly ; but he 1s so tiresome, for he
pulls well enough for a little time and then
goes to sleen. so that T am auite tired of
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jumping out of bed to wake him up; but this
is better than sitting up, as we sgmetimes do,
to pull the punkah ourselves. My babe 15 s0
restless at night, and 1 fear he very much
disturbs Mrs, (., who'is ill.

Aungust 16.—Baw Dr. Darby: he came to
lance my fingers, which are covered with
boils, and he says I must nbt use them ; but
I have no time to be 1dle, and my fingers
must work away, notwithstanding their being
so painful. .

August 18.—My hands are getting worse
instead of better. Dr. Darby came to lance
them again. He 18 8o kind : he brought me
" some sugar for baby, which he said he had
stolen for me : he is in a sad state of anxiety
about his wife, whom he left at Cawnpore, of
which place we have heard terrible rumours.
Fe knows that I have almost as much cause
for anxiety myself, not knowing what has
become of my husband. May God our Father
spare us both to meet again.’ Tvely one is
getting dispirited at having no news’of relief.
Arc we forgotten altogether by our friends in
England, that reinforcements never appear ?

* 0 w4y +«+ . 7T - _ T T* 1
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from the brigade mess.to this house, 8o that
we have to move from this room into the
next, and share it with Mrs. Fullerton and
her little girl. "My baby is so weak still that
I am very anxious about him. Dr. Darby
comes to see him daily and is very kind. He
always ddes what he can in the way of
obtaining for mé such things as arrowroot
and soujee, & kind 6f flour which I boil up
for baby, or make it into chupatties for him.
We are getting in distress for wood; for all
we pick up is so wet that it will not burn.
One of the soldiers broke down some railings
for us; but it is a difficult matter to chop
them up, since I have only my dinner knife
to do it with, and this will be worn out
should the siege last much longer. We cook
in the verandah now, whers wé have made

two little fire places with bricks. We hear
the rations are to be reduced.

r.
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CHAPTER 1V,

Offiger shiot himself—Anxiety for Child—Eglipse of Sun-—
Letter from Sir James Outram—Firing heard—~Relieving
force come in—Hear Dr. Bartrum % with them-T.eft behind
with heavy artillery—September 27: Dr. Bartrum not
atrived--See Mrs, Poleshampton—Learn the truth—Dr. Bar-
frum’s gervants come in with horse—Dr. Bradshaw brings

sccount of his death—Take child*round the Residency—
Bearer wounded—Kindness of strangers,

August 19,—Heard that one of the officers
who accompanied us from Secrora had shot
himself: he was out of his mind at the time.
How sad for his poor wife, who has just lost

a little ¢liild, and now this second blow has
fallen upon her. Traly,

“ The air is full of fafewells to the dying,
And mournings for the dead,”

August 20, —All goes on day by Hayﬁmuuh
a8 usual; we are all looking out for relief,
and all experiencing that “hope deforred
that makes the heart sick.” I am so anxious,
too, about baby: T can get so little food for
him which can do him goqd. Mrs. Quselygives

~
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me & small quantity of milk for him merning
and evening,.and only this; I think, keeps him
alive; she has given me also a bottle of wine
for him, and this is a precious gift in these
times, for it is so scarce, that it 13 almost 1m-
possible to get any. We have used all our
candles, and have therefore to corftent our-
selves with a cottofi wick placed in oil, which
burns: well enough, but is & miserable light
to work by. We have also nearly finished
oaar soap, and then I do not _k_,_nt:mrf what we
shall do. |

September 1.—Mrs. K. 18 extremely unwell,
and quite laid up, so that the work falls more
heavily on me; but as long as | am strong
and well I do not mind it.
| ~September 15.—Mrs. Fullerton, who occu-
pies part of this room, has lost her usband.
It makes my heart ache to see her in such
trouble. Oh! these sad scengs of death and
. SOTTOW, when are they to come to an end ?
~ Beptember 18.—A partial eclipse of the
sun ; tho natives foretell a famine. To many
of our weary hearts, sunshine has been eclipsed
for a long, long time; but who knows how
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September 23.—Such joyful news ! A let-
‘ter is come from Sir J. Outram, jp which he
says we shall be relieved In a few days:
everyons is wild with excitement and joy.
Can it be really true ? Is relief coming at
last? And oh! more than all, will dear
Robert come up ? and shall we meet once
more after these weary months of separation ?
Distant heavy firing has been heard all day.
September 24.—The excitement in the gar-
rison is intense at the.thought of being re-
lieved ; we can do nothing but listen for the
distant guns.
~ September 23.—Firing heard in tha city
all day, and at six in the evening the relieving
* force entered the Residency, and at that
moment the noise, confusion, and cheering, |
were almost overwhelming. My first thought
- was-of my husband, whether he had accom-
panied the reinfercement, and I was pot long
left in suspense, for the first officer I spoke
to told me he was come up with them, and ”
that they had shared the same doolic on the
previous night. My first impulse was tb
thank God that he had come; and then I
ranp out with bf:by amongst the crowd: to
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see If I could fipd him, and walked up and
down the road to the Bailie guard gate, .
watching the face of every one that came in ;
but I looked in vain for the one that I wanted
to see, and then I was told that my husband
was with the heavy artillery and would not
be in till the next morning, so I went back to |
my own room. fcnuld not sleep that night
for joy at the thﬂught of seeing him 80 soon,
and how thankful I was that our Heavenly
Father had spared us to meet again. The
Joy was almost too great, after four such
weary months of separation, and I could hush
my child to sleep with a glad and happy
heart—=a feeling I had not expenenced for
many & long night.

Sﬂptambar 26.—Was up with the daylight,
and dressed myself and baby in the one clean
dress “which I had kept for him throughout
the fﬂege until his papa should come. I
took him out and met Mr. F reeling who told
me that &ear Robert was just coming in, that
~ thoy had been sharing the same tent on the
march, and that he was in high spizits at the
‘thought of meeting his wife and child again.

[ L] E a 4
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come, so I gave baby his breakfast and sat
at the door to watch for hym sbain full of
happiness. I felt he was so near me that
at any moment we might be together again:
and here I watched for him nearly all day,
In the evening I took baby up to the top of
the Residency, to look down the road, but 1
could not see him comigg and returned back
to my room disappoinied.

September 27.—3till watching for my hus-
band, and still he camc notm~and my heart
was growing very sick with anxiety. This
afternoon Dr. Darby came to me: he looked
so"kindly and so sadly in my face, and I
said to him “ How strange it is my husband
18 not come in!" “ Yes,” he said, “it s
strange !” and turned round and went out of
the ,room. ‘Then the thought struck me:
Something has happened which they do not
like to toll me! But this was agony too
great almost to endure, to hear that he had"
been struck down at our very gates,, Of this
first hour of bitter woe I cannot speak. . . .
My poor little fatherless boy! who is to care
for us now, baby ¢ )

Mra Polehamupion came to me: she had
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passed through the furnace herself and could
feel for othdrs whom the storm had smitten
down. She sat with me and scarcely spoke,
for she knew there was no earthly consqlation
for one whom the * hand of the Lord had
touched ;” but her qmet, heartfelt sympathy
was very precioug in that first hour of desola-
tion : when I felt that God had * forgotten
to be gracions.” . It made one almost question
why this fearful” blow had fallen upon me,
when I had #hch trust and confidence that
my Heavenly Father would protect him and
‘““ cover his head in the day of battle” that I
had ncver anticipated such a heavy stroke.
Truly may I say, “All Thy waves and Thy
storms have gone over me.” And now from
- all my sorrow I must rouse myself. for baby's
gsake. Poor little fellow; how often kad 1
gaid to him, * Papa is come : now baby will
get quits well” He could not understand
‘why I was so sad, and would clasp his little
arms rovnd my neck and kiss away my tears.
Now he was doubly dear to me: all I had
left to make life endurable,

September 28.—Two of dear Robert's ser-
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their master was killed. They brought in his
horse, my own black horse ghat 1 had ha::! 80
many happy rides upon; he had carried my
husband safely down the country, when he
escaped from Gonda and had come up with |
him again to Lucknow. Oh'! it was 80 sad
to see him come i1n without, his master. The
sorvants brought in s few things belonging
to him: his aﬁmrd, pistol, and instrument
. case had all been taken froth him. |
September 29.—Dr. Darb® came to see
me again to-day, and brought with him Dr.
Bradshaw of the 80th, who was with dear
Robert at the time he fell.. . It made me
almost. forget my own sorrow to hear him
spoken of in such high terms of praise. His
was 8 glorious death : coming to the rescue
of lis wife and c¢hild, he fell at his post doing
his duty. - Dr. B. told me that &s he was going
across the courtyard with my husband, he
said to him, “ Bartrum, you &re ,exposing
yourself too much!” “.Oh,” he answered,
““ there is no danger;” when he was immedi-
ately struck in the temple and foll across his
companion, saying, ‘“Itis all up with me,”
and died instantly. They laid him in a

5
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doolie, but whether he was ever brought into
the Residenty, which is not probable, or -
buried in the courtyard, or never buried at
all, I could not ascertain; but “ he had
fought the good ﬁght,\he had finished his
course, and I know that he shall rise again
at the last day.” I ought not to grieve so
much at the m&nner gf his death : he suffered
no pﬁin, he was not left in the hands of his
enemies as many 8nother good and brave man
has been. I #ryto forget it; to think of
him only as rejoicing in the ]é}resenﬂe of his
God : he was faithful unto death, and I feel
a perfoct assurance that he has received that -
crown of life which the Lord has promised
to those that love Him. And now I have
only my baby to live for : may God in mexcy
spare him to me, for

n

“ When I look in;:J his eyes, and stroke his thoughtful
.- brow, ,
I dere not think what I should feel. were I to lose
him ndw.”

September 30 to November 6.—Nothing
but work, constant work. The relief which
came in was o rahxf only a reinforcement ;
but it saved us from dostryction, since our -

miim
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own gﬂ;riﬂnn were becoming so few in number
“that it greatly increased opr ?lﬂngér and
fmxiaty. Now, however, there are so many
to feed that famine as.well as war and pes-
tilence stare us M the face: we have had
hittle enough hitherto, and now we shall he
worse off, There is one great comfort, the
weoather begins to get colder and there s
much less sickness amongst the garrison :
even darling baby looks better. But I am
not inclined to look on the bright side of
anything now, sll looks so dark and there is |
no sweet hope now of meeting my husbend
~whenever relief may come : indeed for myself
T care but little whether wo are relieved or
not, but for baby; I want to take him to
~ England, where he will be loved and cared
for for his father's sake: my sweet Iittle
companion in all my trouble, "what should
1 do without him? He is looking better
- now, every day I take him out round the
Residency, the bearer and I, though truly .
it is not very safe, for the shots are constantly
flying about, and vne evening he had & nar-
row escape, a8 the bearer was wounded in the
*side and the ball glanced across the bab v’
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leg. The two servants that came ﬁp with
my husban® ara a great comfort to me, they"
relieve me of the very hard work, and yet I
have still plenty to do. The weather 18
getting cold, and I am basy making warm
clothes for my darling child. 1 have one
black dress for anyself which some one was
kind enough to obtain for me; but this will
be worn out if the siege lasts much longer.
We are in such distress because we have used
all our soap,”and it is itﬁpnssihla to obtain
any, so that we have to use the dall, or pesse,
by grinding it between two stones and making
it into flour, and this is a good substitute for-
soap ; but we have so little of it, that 1t is &
question sometimes whether we shall use 1t
to wash with, orto eat. It is more neeessary
now to our comfort than it ever was, for the
distress and suffering we endgre from dirt
‘and vermin is almost unbearable. This would
be bad enough in & cold climate, and how
much ‘worsge is it in such intense heat as this.
Every one is kind to me, and I meet'with
sympathy from many who were strangers to
me before my gad loss, and “He who de-
fendeth the cause of the fatherless and widow'
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has been & very present help in time of
need.”

November 10.-~We are still shut up, but
looking for relief by the middle of this
month. I never listen for the distant guns
now, for with what different feelings do T
look forward to this second,relief. If ever
I leave Lucknow I shall leave what is dearest
~behind me. I heard to day that Dr. Spils-
bury had been taken to his rest, so that my
best friend on this side the wide waters is
gone. My little boy daily grows stronger :
how his papa would have rejoiced over his
returning health. But he has such an old,
sad look: and no wonder, poor child, shut
up 1n this terrible place. His chief amuse-
ment i8 calling the monkeys, which abound
on the roofs of the houses, and often coms
down for food. T wonder if they know at
‘home in England - all that has happened, If
dear R.’s name was not in the first list of
killed and wounded, they cannot have heard
by this time. His poor mother, T cannot
bear to think of her grief : may God comfort
her hoart when she shall learn the sad truth,

- -

——— n
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CHAPTER V.

I S
..

Hhﬂmhr 18—81r Colin Uampball—Prepara to leave Luck-
now—Dr. Darby wnnnded———Hﬂramber 19—Lenave Lucknow
—8ecundra Bagh~—Carried off by bearers—Escape to party
of our own mgn—Reach the camp—November 23—Find
letters—Leave Dil Koosha Palace—Bullock carts—Forced
march to Cawnpore—Leave Cawnpore—Allahabad Woel-
come—Christmas—Leave Allahabad in boats—Benares—
Dinapore—HEnter Sunderbands-—Reach Calcutta

L

November 16. — Sir Colin Campbell is
close at band, and within a thousand yards
of our force. The firing to-day has been
ttemendous ; we are wondering what they
will do with us, or whether they wilf ever get
us ouf of Lucknow. |

November 17. - Heard that we are to
leave Lucknow to-morrow night, with just
what we can carry. Well! 1 canvonly carry
my baby, and my worldly effects can be put
into a very small compass, since they consist

- " Yy ’ B | T ;1 - 1T, P& "3
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" me at the thought of the terrible march, with
no one to look after me or ‘eare for me but
God. T have lost my kind frfbnd Dr. Darby,
~who has been wounded ; and they say he will
not recover. He promised to take care of
me on the journey to Caleutta, but now I
am utterly friendless, -
November 19.—We are to leave Luck-
now this evening, and each person is to be
“allowed & camel to carry their things. Dr.
» Who came up with Sir Colin Camp-
bell, has promised to obtain a doolie for me -
this is very kind, for I think I could scarcely
carry-baby five miles; one does not feel over
strong after a five months’ siege, And now
we must bid farewell to our little room, the
scene of so much suffering and sorrow ; and

before mght T shall pass the spot where my
husband was killed, and where, .perhaps, he
has found = grave. Yesterday all the- sick .
and woundad were removed to. Dil Knnqha
and Dr, Darbv amongst them, How much,
I should llke tn see him again. |

Nﬂvember 20.—Camp, five miles from
Lucknow. We are at last released from our
captivity. At six last evening I left the
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entrenchments in a doolie, with baby, passing
through the Bailey Guard gate, the Furhut
Buksh Paluca,‘"&ha Court of the Motee Mun-
zil, énd on to Secundra Bagh. In many
places the road was very dangerous, ahd it
would have been safer perhaps to have
walked ; but the doolie bearers ran as fast as
they could, and we all reached Secundra
Bagh in safety, where we were regaled with
tea and bread and butter, a luxury indeed,”
after siege fgre; and the more acceptable as we
were nearly exhausted from having had little
food during the day. Dear little baby thought
1t a great feast, but he was too young to wnder-
stand what all this noise and confusion were
about. When i1t became dark the order was
given for us to march, so we got into the
“doolies again, and then we heard that we
were not to go on until elsven that night, S0
we remained in our doolies in the road. I
saw Mrs. Polehampton at a short distance
from me : she was in distress, for her buggy-
korse had fallen down and she gould not get
on. She came and sat on the ground by my
stde, and then returned to the house to try
and cot a8 doolie. 80 I was arain left alone -



OF LUCKNOW,. 9

the night was so cold, and poor baby could
,mot get to sleep amid such confusion. At
eleven p.m. we were ordered to move on as
quietly as possible. We had been going on
for a long time, when I thought it was re-
mearkably quet, for I conld not hear the
tramp of the doolie bearers hehind, and I.
looked out and found 1 was quite alone n an
open plain. I asked the bearers whither they
were taking me, when they said they had lost
their way. It immediately ocourred to me
that they were teking me to the sepoys: I
sprung out of the doolie, and ran with my
~ child in my arms, screaming across the plain
until I heard voices answering. I knew not
whether they were friends or foes: but still 1
ran on and met a party of our own men.
““Why,” they exclaimed, “ how did you come
here ? we, too, have lost our way, and only
know that we are close to the enemy's
pickets.” = “ However,” they said, *do not
got into the doolie again, and we will do our
best for ¥Qu, poor girl.” They were so kind,
and helped me on, for the sand was very
heavy, so that with buby in my arms I.could
scarcely walk. After walking some distance,

»

b |
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we heard a noise amongst the trees, when the
men exclaimed, “ Oh, God, it 18 all up wmith
us; we are donétfor now.” They placed me
in the middle of them and whispered, *“ Don't
scream, and we may be able to creep on
presently.” I was paralyzed with terror,
and pressed @y baby closer to me, while 1
looked up to God my Father for help. We
presently moved quietly on, hearing nothing
more, and ai-.three the - next morning
reached our own camp, where, wearied
and exhausted with fatigne and terror I
gat upon the ground to indulge in a burst
of tears, till Captain Edgell found me gnd
took me inte a large tent, where a great
number were asleep upon the ground. I had .
been op my feet with my baby in my arms
for upwards of three hours, walking through
deep sand and wet grass, and my dress had
" becomse so coated with mud, that it was with
difficulty I could get on, Here I found Mrs.
K., with whom I had started from Secundra
Bagh. She had been wondering at my pro-
longed absence, and now gave me some milk
for baby, and a delicious cup of tea, and then
we lay down upon the ground and slept till
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November 22.—Moved into a small tent
-with Mrs. K., which we had tp ourselves;
here we were very cﬂmfm‘able and every
kindness was shown to us.

November 23.-—How changed the scene
from this day three years ago, when all looked
so bright and fair; now I am salone, and
there are few in this strange land to care for
me: but the God of the widow and the
fatherless will not forsake me. Wo found a
number of letters to-day, mgny from dear
Robert, written during our captivity, and
many Enghsh letters also; but it makes my
 heart sad to read them. His poor mother
- does not know that she has lost her son ; she
still trusts that he has been “ shielded in the
day of battle.” I know how all theip loving
hearts will feel for me when they shall hear
of my sad bereavement. One of our old ser-
vants, & Kitmutgar, who had lived with us at
Gonda, came to me to-day; he wanted me
to take him into my service again. I should
like to have done,so, but could not turn away
the man who -was then Serving me. Some
boxes belonging to dear Robert were brought

v e Ty e AFiivie FHack bt vvee v cr ovis misns
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thing had been taken from them excepting
bis uniform and his bible, .

November 24. B-Left the Dil Koosha Palace
1n carts which had been provided for us: a
rough kind of travelling for poor baby, but
he has been accustomed to hardships.. The
last few days has wrought & wonderful change
1n him, he looks so much better since he left
his prison: but I am s0 anxious about him,
for the only bright ray in the sad future
before me 18 my httle boy. We arrived at
the Alum Bagh late at night, tired to death
by our weary march. I passed the night with
baby in the cart. * e

November 25.—By some accident we were |
left behind with the baggage this morning,
which gansed us some, alarm, ‘a8 it was the
the least carefully prntected part of the pro-
cession, and we did not reach the encamping
ground,tlll four the next morning.

The confusion of the whole march to Cawn-
pore was perfectly indeseribable. . Such num-
bers of wagnna; bullocks, and camels, loaded
with baggage, that we were constantly stopped
on the road. and had to walt sometimes for an
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the heat and dust were suffoceting, and we
Were in constant danger of being attacked by
the enemy.

November 28.—Heard heavy firing to-day
in the direction of Cawnpore, and had to make
a foreced march of thirty-eight miles. A most
weary and fatiguing day: the camp was
pitched within two miles of the river., We
did not reach it until three the next morning.
I had no tent, and sat on the wet ground
until daylight, with my beby in my lap. It -
was a lovely night ; the stars were shining so
brightly; but it was bitterly cold: no one
came to speak to me. Who was there in all
that host of my fellow creatures to care whe-
whether I was living or dead ? I felt that
night as though I was forssken by God and
man, JThere was only little baby to care for

mei

November 30.—Crossed the .bridge st
Cawnpore in the evening, and were nearly
ten hours in reaching the Artillery Barracks.
Were fired on: by the enemy ﬂ,t the time we
were crossing.

Decomber 1.—~—Moved to the new barracks

47 F .. B ' |
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being too much exposed to the enemy's fire.
It 1s terrible heing in the midst of war and
fighting agein. ¥ am living in the guard
hpuse with Mrs. Orr, and am glad of such
a shelter after the fatigue of the march, and
having no tent to go into. Mrs. K. met her
husband at Cawnpore, so I was left alone
until we reached Allahabad. Here I saw Mr.
Gregsom, the missionary, who had travelled
up the country with my husband. Mr. Tucker,
the Commissioner at Benares, hud asked him
to call nupon me.

December 3.—Left Cawnpore with a small
escort: we are under the charge of Captawm
Edgell. I do not know what I should do, if
1t were not for the kindness of Captain T.
Boilean, who looks after me and my oart,
keeping it near his own. My bearer is very
useful : he takes such care of baby, and on
the march runs into the villages to get milk
for him. 1t is such a comfort to be able to
get proper food for my darling, and the little
fellow is looking so much better. God grant
that this my ldst treasure may be spared to me.

December 5.—I saw Mrs. Polehampton
to- dny she was sitling undEr a tgpe with
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Mrs. Basber and Mrs. Gall. She did not
khow that I had been alone, and felt so very
wretched : she thinks baby?looks better.
December 7.—Reached Allahabad, whers
we met with such a hearty welcome that it
was almost overpowering. Went with two
Other Iadies to a honse in Cantonments. It
seemed strange to be in & comfortable house
agan aud to have a room to myself: T could
scarcely understand it. I could not realise
the feeling of rest and securitwafter all I had
passed through. The wegther is so lovely
that we sit out of doors nearly all day in the
garden. The &ene around is very pretty,
but it brings so vividly before me our dear’
little bungalow at Gonda that it makesmy
heart very sad in thinking of the days that
are no more. We wander through the deserted
houses around, most of which have been
burnt to the ground: there are very fow in
Cantonments still standing. The church still
remaing, though most of the tablets have been
torn off the walls. The scene of desolation
which the place presents is very sad : so meany

happy homes having been utterly destroyed
In the past year,
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December 25 ¢ Christmas Dayy — How
they will be thinking of us at home to-day.
Tt is such a sad Uhristmas: so different to
sl that have gone before. There is much
discussion as to how we are to get down to
Caleutta. We have been walting all thig
time for a steamer, but the river is 80 low
that the steamers cannot come up to Alla-
habad, and they are afraid to send % down
the road without an esrort and the men are
wanted higher ap the country

January 2, 1858.—Went into the fort to
Captain Innes’ quarters, and shared the room
with Mrs. Martin : she is so kind to my baby,.
though he is so restless that I fear he must
often disturb her. He is not so well as he
wasg, and I am terribly anxious aboyt him.

January 10.-—Left Allahabad in country
boats, and joined the steamer at Sirsa. Mrs.
Ingls was so kind to me to-day sand made
me some arrowroot for baby, who is far from
well ; bat I trust the voyage down the river
will do him good. Mrs. Polehampton and
myself with baby have a cabin together.

~Jannary 13.—Arrived at Benarer and ra.
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Dr. Jc;naa’; whom I had'not seen since we
* were stationed at Dinapore twosyears before.
He had been with dear RBbert at Benares,
and told me how ill he had been and how
greatly hig"illness had been increased by an-
xiety on my account. I here bought some
pretty native toys for dear baby, for which
this place is famous.

Janudry 14,—Reached Ghazespore in the
morning and went on shore to the oplum
factory. The natives brought*rose water for
-8ale. | .

January 18.—Arrived at the Boliah Flats -
weib stuck in the sands all day.

January 19.—Reached Dinapore. Every
spot here reminds me of bygone days, when
we were stationed at this place for seven
months, when everything shone so brightly
around me. Here my darling child was
born. SBaw Mr. Burge, the chaplain, but
most of those whom we knew here have
returned home. The weather is getting so
warm that the heat in the middle of the day
is most oppressive. We seem to be very
- slowly proceeding on our homeward Juumay,

i n'ln‘: e s I M. [ I F.] - - J—
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if I go round the Cape, which I-must, for
my child’s sake, for he is still extremely -
weak, and he is so precious to me that I
eould not lose him now. : *

January 21.-=Stuck in the sands all day :
this 1s tiresome work when we are so anxious
to get down to Calcutta. |

Jenuary 22.—Reaghed Monghyr and saw
Dr. Dukai, who drove me to his house in the
fort, and gave me a letter from Dr. Collins,
who wishes m® to go to the hills, but I am
too anxious to get home to let any invitation, -
however kind, detain me i1n India.

Janunary 23.-—Arrived at Banghalpore fnd
walked through the station, which is pretty,
bat looks so deserted.

January 26.—Entered the Sunderbands,
where the scenery in many places is yery
lovely. This is almost the last I shall see of
Indian sgenery.

January 30.—Reached Calcutta and went
to & house in Harrington Street, which had
been set apart for the Lucknow refugees.
There everything had been provided for our
comfort: each of us having a separate bed-
room and bath-room ; but we taks our megls
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together. I can never feel sufficiently gratefnl
‘for the universal kindness and Yympathv I
recelved daving my short stay 1n Calcutta,
Lhe haud of fifendship was held out even hy
slrangers, m?Td everything was dgne to alleviate
our sorrow and distress, Most nobly did
Iingland respond to the ery of the widow and
the orphan. =
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CHAPTER VI.

_——'-"'

The Himalaya—TDecide to go by the ('ape—Letter home—
Child very ill—Mrs, Polehampton—Only a week to prepare
for Voyage—Rearvers’ grief at parting—Visit Himalaya—
Prepare to sail—Lady Canning—Child very ill—Child dier.

January 81.—Mr. Wylie came to see S :
he wishes n® very much to return home in
the Himalaya, which sails on the 12th ; but
how we are to prepare in so short a time for

such a voyage, I cannot see; 1t 1s a tremen-

dous undertaking, to be ready in & week.

February 1.—Commenced preparations for
our voyage home, and wrote the following for
the next home mail :—

* Caloutta, February 2, 1858.
““My dear Father, .

““ Your last letters to me have been
torturing though not intended to be so, for
you were picturing me agsin united to my
" beloved husband, after our long and sad
separation.  Alas! you little knew that
worlds divided us.

I ]
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“T shall soon be proceeding on my jourhey
home, not, by the overland as I mtended, for
I have quite given that ug for the sake of
my child, who'is so extremely delicate that’
hig life is very precarious. T™have scen ong
of the first medical men in Caleutta, and he
says if I would save my child I must go
round the Cape. Would T not save my child !
God knows he is all I have to live for,

“ We snil on the 12th of this month by
the Himalaya, and our perilswill now be
those of the deep. T wish that the voyage
were over, and that I was safely landed in
- England, for T dread it very much, though
why should I fear the stormy deep ?  In one
way it is almost a merey my child is so deli-
cate, for he vequires such uncoasing attention.
The effects of that dreadful slege are now
being felt by him, and it would grieve you to
sce the Itle sufferer; but I trust shat the
sea voyage will renovate his strength, and
that before he reaches Englind he will be
quite a different child. We expect our voyage
to be a long one, but do not be anxious for
me, God will protect me ; T meet with such
 kindness from every one. that T do nat knaw
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whet it is to want for anything, I am
* coming home with Mrs. Polehampton, the -
widow of our chluplain, and the * Florence
Nightingale ™ of Lucknow. She was with
me in my heaviest sorrow, and is a bright
example for me; her patient submission to
the will of God, and her holy triumph m her
husband's happy .death, were something
strﬂnge' to wiitness; I would that I could he
like her. Her principal reason for going in
the Himalayz is that she may be with the
sick and wounded who are returning home in
that vessel.

“We have had but one week to prepare
for onr vovage, and in Calcutta you cannot
‘manage this as expeditionsly as in England.
My poor bearer 1s in great distyess at the
idea of being parted from the baby, to whom
he hag been a good and faithful servant.”

Febrgary 4..—Went to see the Mimalaya,
she 15 a beautiful vessel and the cabins lonk
so comfortable. I showed baby where he
would have to live for four months. Dear
little fellow : he looks so pretty in all the new
- clothes which g;andmamma ‘has sent him .

out from Enegland.
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February 8-—We have begun to pack up
-for the voyage. Mrs. Fayrer and,Mrs. Inglis *
called. They were grieved ®o0 Beq my little
darling Jooking so unwell: he scems very »
wepk, but I take him out every evening
for a drive, and he is so qutet T do not think
he is @ pain.

February 9—We are to sail to-morrow
and are almost ready, but there is s0 much

" to be done at the last, and so many kind
friends to see to bid farewell to. Lady
.Oa.nning came to see us all to-day.

February 10.—We had sent al] our things
.on bvard, and then heard that we were not
to sail until the 12th. T went op board in
the evening with baby.

February 11.—Ay dear child seemed sg
weak this morning, and I coyld not get him
to take any food. Muys, Polehampton told
me that Dr. Goodeves thought my baby very
il. I knew what she meant: but I cannoy
spare him, and I do not think God will take
away my htile lamb when I havae nothing
else left. He slept nearly all day and wag
B0 quiet : he did not ppear to be suffering.
In the evering I laid him on the had o g
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seemed to be sleeping comfortably. ‘At one
* am, he began to get restless, but when T .
spoke to himehe ®ooked up and smiled ; then
ol walked about with him till he began to
struggle, and I was frightened and called
Mrs. Polehampton. - She told me to lay him
in my lap : he was gasping for breath@when
I turned away my Lead, for I could not see
1y child die. + She said, “ Look, how bright
his eyes are growing!” and “now his eyes
grew bright end brighter still, too bright for
ours to look upon.-—suffused with many tears ™
and closed without a cloud,” and so “the
Lord called the child.” Mxrs. Polehamptoretook .
him in her arms, and when he was dressed in
his little night dress and laid upon the bed,,
he looked so perfectly happy, that for him I
could not'mourn, and of myself I dared not
think, “So .He.giveth His beloved sleep.”
When the morning came, we gathered some
orange blossoms and placed them round him,
who was “mno longer babe but angel;” and
when his little coffin came we laid him in it,
there to sleep until the morning of the resur-
- rection.  During thoe day, 1 had his likoness
taken, as he lay in the peaceful slumber of

r
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death,+hs little hand enclosing & sweet white
. rosebud and alock of his mother’s hair; and
as I sat beside him and gazgd up‘{m his happy
countenance, I could not weep for my little
lamb, safcly in-gathered into that fold where
he *‘ shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
mores  For two short years had he been
mine, the object of unceasing care, and then
he closed his eyes for ‘ever on this WEeAry
world of sin and sorrow.

At 5 pm., Dr. Fayrer came and fastened
.down the lid, when T had given him his last
kiss, and bidden him “ Good night” for ever-
moxg, though not good might to baby; for
““ there shall be no night there.” We carried
him in the mourning coach to the cemetery,
where many met us, who showed by their
stlent symimth}r that they had learncd to weep
with those who wept. Captain Boileau and
Dr. Fayrer carried the Little coffin to the

grave. And now, farewell, my own loved
little darling, until we meet in heaven : you
have soon passed the waves of this trouble-
some world, and are safe

“ In thy Father's sheltergd home,
Where I know that sorruw cannot come.”’

»
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Now I could realise that he was gofe from
me for evermore, when I went back and found .
N0 joyous ﬁﬂhj‘.ﬁWEIEDIHB, no little arms to
clesp my neck; but thers lay the dress he
.last had worn, the little hat and shoes, and
the toys about the room; but where was
baby ? Al TBy waves and Thy storms
- have gone over me.’

February 12.—Shiled from Calcutta and
bade farewell to the land where all T best
loved had found & resting place. “ And now,

Lord, what is my hope ? Lruly my hope ig
even In Thee.”
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CHAPTER VI

*
T

Letters of Dr, Bartrum after his escape from Gonda—June 19
—Join Secrora officers — Sepdys  well inclined, thongh
mutinous—Rajah of Balrampore —Jurie 26-~Ghazerpore—
Hardships of fight — Goruckpore — Charge of L' iog—
Slanghter of officers at Fyzabad—Azimgliur—Destruction of
station—Venables—JTuly 18—Havelock~2Advance on Cawan.
pore—News fromn Lucknow—The Goorkhas—Fever—Unfit
for duty—Benares— A nxiety—General Lloyd at Dinapare,

The following letters were written by my
husband after he left Gonda, but were not
recetved till after I had left Lucknow, and
was on my way down to Calcutta :—

“ Bulrampore, June 12, 1857.
“ My dearest K.,

“ I trust this will find you well and
in safety. We left Gonda yesterday morning,
having made up our minds the day before to
leave, the tone of the sepoys and native officers
being so changed that we considered our lives
. . » ’
in great danger, In the morning, the Secrora

b
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officers who had escaped arrived at Gonda.
We travelled all day, although the heat was .
very great, and®rrived here at mnight, just
Yhefore dusk. The sepoys at the last seemed
very well inclined, many accompanying us on
our way, shedding tears; the native oflicers
made their salaams, but none desired us to
stay ; indeed the havildar major came to us
at dawn and showed us a letter just received
from Secrora, desiring the regiment to stop
the officers and treasury; so this was our

only chance : the sentries were watching us,
and their manner warned us that we should
not be safe in remaining. We left fox the
protection of the Rajah of Bulrampore, thirt
miles distant, without anything but our horse
and the clothes on our backs. In aday o-
s0, we start most probably for Goruckpore t
a friendly Rajah there: we are uncertain o'
anything further, but shall act as circum-
stances direct; though so far safe, we do not
feel at all secure ; a short distance from here,
five Europeans have been killed by a J emin.
dar and his people, and there is daily chance
©of a disturbance at Goruckpore; but I am

L ol



OF LUCKNOW. T

to be killed the last night we were at Gonda.
I have received no pews of your
safety ; but I trust to Ge® you are so, and
also the dear little one. Let us be very
thankful to our Almighty ¥Father for having
so far spared us.
** Ever your attached Husband.”

-
*“ Ghazeepore, June 26, 1857,
“My dearest K.,

“1 wrote to you fromethe other side
~ﬂf-*GGI'llBkPDI'E, and also on two other occa-
slons, In the hope that one of the pumber
would reach you and relieve you from anxiety
regarding my fate. Wo have all arrived here
In safety, not having been molested on the
road 1n the least. We have been marching, or
'rﬁatlger flying, ever since the 11th, goiug thirty
or forty miles a day. We start to Benares
to-night, and hope to reach the day after
to-morrow. I trust you have heard of our
safoty by some means. I hope so, for my
principal anxiety has been that you should
not be in any alarm on my account. We
have stayed at different places, and msarched
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to-think the safest route. Until we arrived at
Goruckpore, we had to undergo all kinds of
hardships in the wey of food and rest, and we
slways travelled at night on account of the
heat of the day: none have really suffered,
though one or two shewed symptoms of giving
way underit: were Inot a great deal stronger
than when I left England, T could not have
stoodat. . ., . All our property is lost, I
did not save a thing ; but I am thankful to
God that we have been so far spared to each
other, Oh! dearest K., T do so long to see .
you, and baby, my own dear little boy; but
whatever may take place, keep up your spinits,
it will not be long before all things are settled.

“We were in Goruckpore on the 19th, and
took up from there the ladies of the station;
by the kindness of the people we were sup-
plied with wearing apparel, &c.. We travelled
by torchlight in dreadful confusion: a tre-
mendous cavalcade was formed, with an escort
of Sowars and armed men belonging to the
Rajah of Bansee. Seventeen of the Fyzabad
officers were slaughtered on the river by the
17th regiment : a serjeant, the only survivor,
has joipad our part;. Mrs, Mill, the wife of
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Captain Mill, commanding the artillery of
- Fyzabad, was last heard of om this side the
river begging for food freng village to village,
surely she cannot escape death. Iy it not &
mercy that we have been saved from so
dreadful a fate ?

“On the 23rd we reached Azimghur, a
pretty civil station : it kas been plundered,
the houses burnt and destroyed in such a man-
ner that could you see it you would think it
the work of demons rather than men. The
-8epoys were content to plunder the Treasury,
but the villagers around destroyed the furni-
ture and broke whatever was useless to
themselves, dismantling the whole place even
to the public gardens, baths, &e. The prison
was -opened, admitting to the world about
800 characters of infamy. An indigo planter
whose property in the neighbourhood has
‘suffered in the same degree, remaiped con-
cealed until assistance arrived, &#d is now
reclaiming the district from disorder so far
as he can. He goes out to administer retri-
bution®in burning villages, and rescuiny
people and property: his name is Venables,
and he deserves the highest praise. S timid
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are these infamous scoundrels that }1ﬂving
conducted themselves as fiends when they
had no one to opfsoee them, they now fly in
ell directions from a small band. We march
to-night on our route to Benares: if we meet
with opposition I hope we shall be able to
defend the ladies and children. Our native
escort we look upom as useless, composed of
nothing but sepoys, who may be as atrocions
fiends as those we have fled from. I look
forward to soon marching up the country
again by Cawnpore to Lucknow. It now
threatens rain, wery fortunate has it been for
us that it has not come on before, for*our
bed has been always on the ground, usually
-at the foot of a tree, sometimes on the bank of
the river which we were about to ford : we have
p&s&ed the Ruptes and Goghra, now the Goom-
tee remains, and then we meet the Ganges.

“1 am so disturbed at thinking of the
straits you and dear baby must be put to for
clothes. . I look upon all at Gonda as lost ;
but I am only too thankful that we have been
80 far spared to each other, and that we may
goon meet 18 my ost earnest hope.

“Your ever attached Hushan *
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: *“ Benares, July 18, 1857.-
“My dearest K., .

“ This morning@we have received
news of (General Havelock's having arrived
at ORWIIPI;IB on his way to Lucknow, so I
thought that now there might be some chance
of a letter reaching you. I hope that the
Lord has preserved you and our little one in
all safety and health. We have news from
Lucknow of 80th J une, which told us of an
unsuccessful sally on the part ef the English.
.1 cannot tell you the dreadful anxiety it
caused me. I do trust that you and the little
baty are well and strong, and that the hard-
ships you must have undergone have not been
too much for you. What dreadful times thess
are ! I don’t know how things are to end, or
when they are to come right : may God quickly
glve us success against our enemies. | :
I have written to you several letters, but fear
none have reached you; my last was from
Azimgurh. On the road to Ghazeepors, a
European soldier, a Colonel and his wife,
Joined us ;.they had escaped from Fyzabad,

and had passed through the greatest horrors.
The fationaa and Farcemwe coee T oo o 4
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poor ladies in escaping from the blood-thirsty
villains of SBROYS 18 pérfectly heart-rending to
hear of, so horrib® has it in many 1nstances
been @ very thankful am I that we have been
spared the sufferings that have fqﬁeﬁ to the
lot of so many others. 1 have not received
a letter from any one, for I don't know how
Inﬁg, as of course they have been lost. 1
suppose you have not heard the bad news of
Dr. Spilsbury’s death: I know what your
grief will be at losing such a friend. T have
been at Benares some time. The officers with .
whom 1 was have returned to Goruckpore to
join the Goorkhas from Nepaul, who *are
coming down to hold some districts for us.
I had volunteered to accompany them; but
on the way from Goruckpqre here, J canght a
fever, and - on recovering from this, from
accompsnying a-party into the district against
some rebgls, I took fever again; and bad news
coming from Lucknow, anxiety apd 'iilness,
made me so weak, that I was not fit for any-
thing. In a few days I shall be employed
agin, cither 1o going to Calentta-to bring up
Furopean troops, or to Allshabad to assist

ilif\ilﬂﬁ _l -'1;-'\-“." a';.'\l..ﬂ. Hll'h.a-'-l.l.-m T e m = m I 4 o
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that T'am employed ; being without books, I
. have nothing whatever to do. Unfortuhately
there will soon be large hospjtals ; the fatigues
of the troops, though endured for a time,
while the excitement lasts, will be followed

by & reaction attended ‘wn;h a frightful mor-
tality.”

¥

“ Benares, August 9th, 1857,
“My dearest K.,

_ “ I trust to God that He has hitherto
preserved you from all harm, and that He
still \keeps for us our little child. For my
sake bear up against all the trials that await
yow. Trust that however hard they may be,
evﬁr}thmg 18 mdered for our good; cheer
up then, dearest K., until we can meet again,
which I hope may be soon.. I know how
hard must have been the sorrows, anxieties,
and ﬂ.l&rms'; which you have had to bear,
You do not know how anxious I have been
about you. The daily rumours, the false
reports, and the news we have received have
been quite torturing. For four days we have
G
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reccived no intelligence respecting Lucknow,
though each' day we have been looking for it, .
Could I bear all gour trials a thousand times
,to save you, T should be happy. = General
Lloyd, at Dinapore, has allowed the threo
native regiments to leave the station without
opposing them : :they are about forty miles
from here, but havg been defeated by a small
force that was sent rgainst them. If this
had not occurred you would have been re-
lieved ere this; they have been ﬁsiug the
force which should have Joined and assiste(
(reneral Havelock in your rescue. We do
not know for how long you have provisions ;
the safety of you allis discussed amon gst us,
I eannot tell you with how much anxiety on
my parf. May the Lord spare vou all in his
mercy : but you know how, both in security
-and danger, to look to Him who alone can be
our help in time of need. After the anxietles,
the fearful alarms, and the ha#*dships you
have undergone, I fear your health will ba
much shaken ; but do not despond. 1If God
has spared us to each other, we must be con-
tent ; everything else iz as nothing.  May
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He é’ive you strength to bear any more trinlg
which may await you: and may He pour
evety blessing upon you@and our dear child
until we meet, is the prayer of :

“Your attached husband.”
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CHAPTER VIIL

Dr. Bartrum’s Letters continued—Camp near Allahabad-—
General Outram and reinfprcementa— Attached to Artillery
under Major Eyre—ILucknow able to hold out—Midnight
march by moonlight—Viltage of rebels—Boats destroyed—
The weather—Destroy Village—Prisoners ahot— Cawnpore
Troops cross the river--Reconnoitring party—ighting—
Last entry in Diary,

“Camp between Allahabad and
Cawnpore, Sep. 7. .

“My dear Mother,

““The address tells you that I have
been ordered from Allahabad to Cawnpore ;
I now only think of getting with all haste
into Lucknow. - The reinforcements which
were on the river with General Ouwtram have
Jomed. 1 am attached to & battery of
Artillery under Major FEyre, with which
"I shall probably serve for some time. The
best news of Lucknow has been received, and
that they are able tp hold out for some time

e
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that instead of making forced marches to
Cawnpore, we are to do it leisurely : with our
detachment there are 700 #nen, and Genera]
Outram is in the rear with g larger number
We expoct to have some trouble In crossing
the river at Cawnpore, and indeed on the
whole route thence into Lucknow : we usu-
ally start at midnight, aad the nights being
moonlight the effect is very strikine of ar-
tillery rumbling along the ground, the din
being diversified by brass bands, fifes and
- druams,

“September 11, —At day-break we came to a
viliage where rebels were posted. A party of
infantry and cavalry was sent in pursuit of
them ; we marched day and night and came
up with them just as they had taken to their
bogts to escape from us: the boats and therr
occupants were destroyed without any serions
loss on our side: one boat blew un after it
had been hoarded by us, and several men
with camp followers were severely burnt ; we
returned the same night and Joined General
Outram and Queen’s 90tk camp.  The
weather 1s wet, and the heat oppressive, but

s
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accompanied another party to attack a rebel
village : the iphabitants had fled, the place
was destroyed, and. prisoners executed ; all
.}:’I‘iS(}HEIS now are deliberately shot or hung,
indeed the irritation of officers and men 18 so
great that any other course would be out of
the question. At first I JToathed the idea, but
now 1 have becomeeso callous to it, that [
feel a pleasure in seeing those creatures re-
venged upon. DBy this day week, or at the
latest in ten days, we expect to be in Luck-
now; no doubt 18 entertained of success:
we shall cross the Ganges 2,700 strong, with
eighteen guns and, 1if necessary, heavy -ar-
tillery ; should we not be successful, few of
us will be heard of more; but that I do not
think of, but only of the pleasure of entering
the city and rescuing my beloved wife apd
child, with hér companions from their dan-
gers and privations. I trust that everything
may be as I could wish, but I dread to think
what may have hﬁppe}led, their hardships and
misery must have been cxtreme, and 1t will
be almost with fear and trembling that I

shall enter Lucknow. God grant that they

matw all havre hean nrecarved 1n eafoty
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“September 18.—Qur troops are crossing
© the river at Cawnpore. The Sikhs, when
across, were fired upon, ar® there has Leen g
desultory firing kept up “all day.—A partialP
eclipse of the sun for half-an-hour.
“September2l . —Went with a reconnoitring
party to within a short distance of the enemy'’s
battery. " |
" September 24.—Slept at nightin a doolie;
Eiring from early in the morning from guns
in the woods, answered by our heavy guns,
“Fhey threw shot across the camp and into
the garden ; a halt was ordered, and heavy
guns to silence their fire, — Several 98th
men killed, also one officer and several
men of the 90th. Qur battery was engaged
the whole day, but no one was wounded.”

This is the last entry in the diary: at ten
o'cloek on the morning of the 26th % he had

fought the good fight, e had finished hig
course,”
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CHAPTER IX.

Letter of Medical Officer—8ept 21, first action; heavy rain—
Bivonac—Beat Sepoys—Encamp in the Alumbagh—Rear
attacked — Commence action—Furions cannonade — Loop-
holed walls of gardens—The bridge—Doolie bearers killed—
Gain large Building—Care of all the wounded—Night of
hotror—Morning—Enemy get range of Building—Cut off
from mato-body-—Cross river—Pslanquin bearers desert the -
wounded—Gain small house—House set on fire—Break

through wall—Chatty of water—Firing outaldﬁ-—-—Euﬁeld
Rifles—Relief.

Letter of a Medical Officer of H.M.s 90th.
* Lucknow, Oct. 24, 1857.

+ “Ouor first action with the rebels wag on
September 21.—For two days we pursued
them, apd such days! one even down-pour
of rain, with only two hours’ intermission
out of forty-eight; every one was soaked
through in two minutes: the water poured
over us. We made our sixteen miles one
day, with no food but what a good creature

F 9 3 g o
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no teﬁté) we crouched in the rain all night.
Next day rain, if possible, heavier; we
marched, however, over g good road, and
got on well; no food till very late that nighte
Next day, 23rd, was intensely hot; the men
could hardly march. Tn the afternoon, after
passing na deserted village, we suddefly came
1n sight of the rebel armv about half a mile
off.  Their guns immediately opened on us.
The action now became general, and we soon
sent the sepoys howling off, and captured
their position. We encamped on the scene
of action at Alumbagh. During that miser-
able* night we again had rain in torrents.
Next morning we retired out of range. Our
rear-guard and baggage were attacked ; that
attack wag repulsed, but fificen of the 90th
were killed or badly wounded, amongst the
former poor Nunn, s thorough-going soldier;
he rallied his men, when suddenly attacked,
remaimed in rear to encourage them, was sur-
rounded by the ensmy's cavalry and eut to
pieces. Late that evening the orders came -
out stating that the wounded were to be left
at Alumbagh, and the arpy in the morning

Ehn‘] rd hﬂ- T'I"Iﬂf'.l“]‘ln.'q 11 ey 1 'I'I'rl.]r'lr'\ oA Txr_
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marched about eight next morning, and ot a
quarter of a mile from our camp were fairly
i actton.  The shot passed over us in a per-
petual hum or scream. Luckily they were
mostly high; as it was, no human beings
could live in it and advance, so the column
lay dowh till the artillery had silenced them,
and we then got amongst some gardens with
the walls loop-holed. We were here shot
down like so many sheep, till one man broke
through the wall. On every side of me men
were falling. We had now overcome the -
first opposition, and in a little time we
stormed the bridge over the canal, and feund
ourselves at the entrance to Lucknow. W
skirted the suburbs for five miles, shooting
great numbers of the insurgents, and losing
many of our own men. By this time it was
two o'clock, and we had "armved at about a -
mile from the Residency. Now commenced
the hardest part. The enemy had possession
of a bridge which we had to cross. On this
- bridge was a battery of three guns, and there
were at different points three other batteries

all bearing upon us. The houses, gardens.

'ﬁ'lﬁ.l'] I'\'I"I':-Ii].':"l'lri'.'l.i ﬂ.I-I l"l-l""l..l"h.l-l‘ - - =g TR  BW - P-..-II‘ ..f l-:..-.



OF LUCKNOW. 91

enemy, and we were in such & fire! T was
with the wounded of the 90th, about 300
yards from the bridge-battegy. “They fired a
round of grape at us from one gun, and killed
etght of my doolie-bearers. Of course many
wounded soldiers were killed in the palan-
quins. All around me people wore falling,
and the shot tearing huge branches off trees,
throwing mud up in our faces. About four
" in the afternoon the 90th, now become the
rear-guard, got mnto comparative safoty in a
large building. There we passed the night, and
a mght of great horror it was, for the wounded
of nealy all regiments were here. Remember
our whole force was but 8,000 : and we had at
the very lowest calculation opposed to us
40,000 men fighting behind loop-holed walls,
with great numbers of guns; whilst we were
* n the streets of a very large town, and were
being shot down by unsecn enemies, 1 con-
sider our achievement that day the rashest
in history, at the same time the most wonder-
ful. At daybreak the enemy got our range:
in the building, and kept pouring their shot
and shell into us, killing nuntbers. One pmnr
- fellow. an assistant-gsnroean af the aetill. o
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was anxious for me to assist him in an opera-
tion. I wason my way with him to do it, the
shots were whistloug all about us, and I said,
o ““*Well, Bartrum, I wish I could see my way
out of this!"” *“Oh,”” hesaid, *‘thereisno
danger whatever:”” next minute he was shot
dead beside me ; two minutes before he had
been speaking of -the pleasure he expected
in rejoining his wife and child at. Lucknow.
“The enemy were pressing close, and kept
up a storm of shot, shell, and musketry, on
us. We were cut off from the main body of
the army by about a mile, and they counld not
help us, as they themselves were fighting
hard. At last the colonel came to me, and
told me that his arrangements were perfected,
he would give me a guard of 150 men, and
with them I was to get the wounded into the
entrenched camp as best I could. 1 got
the wounded ready in a strmg; and after a
long breath I left the building. - For 200
vards the enemy did us no harm; but here
we had to cross a deepish river; it took me
nearly up to my chest, and such a fire we
got into here! BSome of the wounded were
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and on we went to a street where we were
‘promised comparative safety : our escort pre-
ceded us fighting all the wey, but they really
had no chance, they were shot down right o
and left. When I reached the entrance of
the street I found a number of them lying
dead and most of the others had rushed dn
for their lives. On looking round I found
~ that the palanquin bearers were being killed
from the walls, and the remainder flung down
the wounded ; no menace or entreaty could
prevail on them to lift them up again, I
tried to get a fow wounded together, but by
this tdme the sepoys had gathered round us
on every housetop, and had nothing to do
but bring us down at their leisure. All hope
seemed gone, but as a last resource | ran
with [four others into a small one-storied
house, three rooms on a floor, all doors and
windws. Othet fugitives now joined us—
soldiers from the escort who had escaped, and
two badly wounded officers. The sepoys now
commenced yelling fearfully: they were not
more than five yards off, round the corner
and sheltered from our firg. At this time
we expected instant death: it seemed IMposs,
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stble that ten men could resist a thousand,
who were firing a fearful hail of shot through
the windows. "Bhree of our number inside
were stritck down wounded, and this diminished
our fire. The sepoys all this time were
magsacreing our wounded men : perhaps they
killed forty by firing volleys at the palanquins.
The rebels now gave up the attempt to storm
-us, but crept up fo the windows and fired in
upon us, and so we had to lie down on the
ground for a time, and let them fire over us.
There was no door to the doorway, so we
made & barricade of sand bags by digging
the floor with bayonets, and using the dead
sepoys’ clothes to hold the sand. We also
pied up the dead so as to obstruct men
rushing on us. My duties as the oaly un-
wounded officer were to direct and encourage
the men, as a-surgeon to dress the wounded,
as a man to use a rifle belonging to a wamnded
man when he fell. After a while we saw that
the enemy were tired of rushing on us, as we
had killed twenty of them and wounded
many more. We now told off one man to
fire from each window and three from the

door My nangtwog at a window * T had mv
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' revelvér, but only five shots left in it: I had

no second, and worst of all, no {resh charges.
I must tell you that an eagern window means
a lattice work ; at this T kept watch, After
o time a sepoy crept up vary-eautiuuély to
fire as usual through the window, quite un-
conscious that at this time g F eringhee had
him covered with a revolver, When he got
about three yards from me I shot him dead,
and another who was coming up was shot by

~one of the men. For nearly an hour now
- they were very quiet, only firing at a distance.
t -

All at once we heard in the street a dull
rummling noise, which froze me to the very
heart. T Jumped up, and said, © Now, men ;
NOwW, or never; let us rush out into the
open air, and not be killed like rats in a hole.
They are bringing a gun on us!” The men
were ready, but we now saw that it was -
Doy -4 gun, buwt something on whepls with
a planking in front too thick for our shot to
enter. They brought it to the very window
I was firing at: I could touch 1t, but my
shots were useless. To shorten my story :
after about half-an-heur they set the house
in flames, and wg were enabled to escape by



96 A WIDOWS REMINISCENCES

bursting through into the second room, which
opened into a large square, where we found a
street with large dgorways at intervals; into
othis we got, carrying our wounded, who,
strange to say, were the only ones hurt.
Three of them were mortally wounded whilst
wo were carrying them; we sound men did
not get a scratch. It was a complete surprise
to the enemy; theyexpected us by the door and
not the way we came : o the pleasure of shoot-
ing us as we ran from the burning house was
denied to them. We thought, up to this time
that the éreneral would never leave us without
succour, but now we thought that the sapoys
had quite hemmed 1n our army. Imagine
our horror when we found that the street we
were 1n was loop-holed everywhere, and the
sepoys came creeping up now to the loop-
holes, firing in suddenly and off again. We
now put a man at every loop-hole as far as
they could go, even wounded were put to
watch, and this soon checked the bold, brave
sepoy, for whom one British soldier 1s an
object of dread. 'We soon had a worse
.alarm, the sepoys got on the roof, bored holes
throughit, and fired down upon us. Nothing -
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more wonderful in the way of narrow escapes
. Was ever seen. About fifty yards off was a
mosque, with no one in A, as I found by
creeping on all fours into it; but before we "
could get the wounded out we were discover-
ed. We now ran back to the shed ; however
we had in the interval secured a chatty
of excellent water, belonging to the sepoys,
and what & prize it was: the wounnded
were ’dying of thirst, and we who had been
biting cartridges all day, were just as bad ;
1t gave us one good draught all round, and
after 1t we felt twice the men we did before.
Beingaa long shed, we had & great deal to
defend, but luckily the sepoys found out
that if tﬁey could fire through the roof, so
could we, with the advantage of knowing ex-
. actly where they were by the noise of their
feet: so they kept off the rcof Inciuding
wounded, there were nine men fit for.sentry,
seven men fit to fight, and of these six were
unhurt, including myself. Tt was agreed that
. if the sepoys forced the street, we shonld
.rush out and die ottside. By this time all
our wounded were in their possession, and
“Yhey were put to death with horrible {ortures,
| H L
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actually before our faces, some were burnt
alive in their palanquins; the shrieks of these
men chilled one’sblood. The terrors of that
"awful night cannot be described; raging
thirst, fierce rage against those, who as we
thought, had lefl ws to perish, uncertainty as
to where the sepoys would next attack us:
add to this, the exhaustion produced by want
of food, heat and anxiety. I new proposed
to our men to fight our way back to the rear-
guard, or forward to the entrenched camp;
but therg were only two who would go, .and
s0 I refused to do so, as we could not desert
eight wounded men ; still I tried to persuade
all to make the trml some one mlght escape,

as it was no one could. Day broke soon
after, and we had all fallen imto -perfect
apathy, our nerves so highly strung for twenty-
four hours, seemed now to have gone quite the
other way. Suddenly a few shots were fired
outside, then more; then we heard the sharp
crack of our own Enfield rifles. Ryan, whe
was standing sentry, now shouted, QR
boys! them’s our own cliaps.” Still we were
unﬂertam till presently we heard a regulg

ra.tthncr volley, such as nq sepoy, could gnre
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‘Oh! how our hearts jumped into our mouths
« *then.’ Up, we got now ; I said,x Now cheer
2 "tcagéthei‘." " Qur people ov'side heard us, #nd
- 'sent a gheér back. We replied like madmen,”
- and shouted to keep off our side. We
:also fired through all the loop-holes at the

8epoys, to keep them from firing at our men .

advancing: In five minutes we were all
~ rescued and in the midst of our own people.
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k. N
The faZZawfnj 1 an Katract ﬁ'a

Paper at the time of the news o
trum’s death reaching England :

“ Each sucocessive mail since the c
ment of the Im&ﬁﬁ‘uutbreak' has
tidings of woe to many families in
and perhaps in few towns has been
an interestin :t,h%fa.ta of rzlatives or
our own city. By the last mail w
hear tidings of the death of Mr. B
trum, surgeon, H.E.I.C.S., and me
well-known and 1-.115;]:1119r reapectatl
Bath, At the outbreak of the 1@
Bartrum was in the midst of the §
districts, and with many others sen
and chitdd to Lucknow for safet:
after, Lucknow was inveated by t
and Mr. Bartrum never again saw b
child, and till a short time since, wa
whether they had survived the dis
disease incidental to their enforced
Mr. Bartrum, after arduous-services

-
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habad and elsewhere, joined the forces of Sir
"Henry H velock as a volunteer pn his advance
to the re.ief of Luckno#, anxious to e a
participator in the efforts to release thos®
near and-dear to him, The privations endured
by the heroic band are well known, but by the
inscrutable decrees of the Almighty, poor Mr.
Partrum was pot permitted to share in the
joy of the deliverers, for he was shot dead just
as he had gained the gates of the Residency
of Lucknow, where his wife was awaiting him,
and ' the anxious E%HEPEHSE of mav¥ months,
momentarily enlivened by the joy of again
mieeting her beloved husband, was suddenly
changed into the grief and despair of a widow,
Mr. BH.I‘!;I‘U]]] was educated at opr Grammar
Schoo', and after studying vt Guy’s Hospital,
‘obtainec a high position in the M. B. exam-
ination of the University of London. Soon
.afterwards, he gained an Indian appointment

offered to his Hospital for competition. One

who knew him well, says of him, ‘ He was a
‘noble fellow ; from his earhest vouth conspi-
cuous for his love of truth and dauntless
courage. In his maturer years he was dis-
tinguished for hs manly bearing and generous
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