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What do Wikimedia projects 
represent?

Dictionaries Encyclopedias Libraries



Essential infrastructure



Wikisource.org



Languages at Wikisource



Main Page: English Wikisource



Example Text



Download in multiple formats



Current Collaborations & Highlights



Index Page



Proofreading a page



Case Studies



Wikisource and the Two Centuries of Indian 
Print Project (2CIP) at the British Library

Lucy Hinnie, Wikimedian-in-Residence, British Library



• Digitised rare and unique printed books from the 
Library’s South Asian collections, 1713 to 1914 to 
enhance study and understanding of South Asian 
book history

• Over 2,000 items in Bengali, Sylheti, Assamese and 
Urdu, now available online

• Work strands: digitisation, cataloguing, community 
and public outreach and skills exchange, research 
and digital research (DH)

bl.uk/early-indian-printed-books

Two Centuries of Indian Print project



• Established connection with Bengali Wiki community through workshop

• Increase visibility and widen access to 2CIP books, especially in South 
Asia

• Wanted to make use of existing OCR transcriptions

• Strengthen relationship with Indian Wiki community

• Learn new Wiki skills

Why did the project use Wikisource?



• Diverse range of notable works selected

• BL uploaded books to Wikimedia Commons > Wikisource

• Promotion through blog post, social media and creation of competition page on 
Wikisource

• Competitions for 2CIP Books Mar-Apr and Sep-Nov 2021
         -  fully proofread >40 books  >5,000 pages
         -  competition prizes for top 5 contributors

• Contributed books towards the Tagore proofreading competition

Wikisource Proofreading Competitions 2021



• Ongoing upload of books to Wikimedia Commons, Wikisource and Wikidata 
• Sharing experiences of other text recognition tools and services
• Connecting WMF with cultural heritage institutions in S.Asia for training events

Upcoming Plans with Wikisource





Case Study from India



175 year-old library in Pune

Prajwalps123, Pune Nager Vachan Building, CC BY-SA 4.0 �दपक कोतकर, Pune Nagar Vachan Mandir 2, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Prajwalps123
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pune_Nager_Vachan_Building.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%95_%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8B%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%B0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pune_Nagar_Vachan_Mandir_2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode


400+ books scanned and uploaded



Challenges

Prajwalps123, Pune Nager Vachan Building, CC BY-SA 4.0 Pooja Ramesh Kadam, Digitization Set-Up Of Pune Nagar 
Vachan Mandir Library At Pune 10, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Prajwalps123
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pune_Nager_Vachan_Building.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pooja_Ramesh_Kadam
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Digitization_Set-Up_Of_Pune_Nagar_Vachan_Mandir_Library_At_Pune_10.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Digitization_Set-Up_Of_Pune_Nagar_Vachan_Mandir_Library_At_Pune_10.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode


Balinese Case Study



Balinese palm leaf manuscripts



Building the infrastructure



More digitization efforts

Eka343, Wikilontar Dokumentasi Sukawati 5, CC BY-SA 4.0Eka343, Wikilontar Dokumentasi Kemenuh 6, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Eka343
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikilontar_Dokumentasi_Sukawati_5.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Eka343
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikilontar_Dokumentasi_Kemenuh_6.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode


Welcoming Balinese Wikisource



Onboarding Platform



Onboarding platform for Wikimedia projects



Novel uses of 
Wikisource



Transcribing Audio-Visuals



Transcribing Oral Culture



Audiobooks



Translation



Thank You!

Talk to me
sgill@wikimedia.org


